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A distractor/guide sleeve assembly is provided Which 
includes a body having a cylindrical throughbore and a 
distractor assembly mounted thereon. The distractor assem 
bly includes a rotatable dial, a pair of distractor rods, and 
tWo pairs of jaWs. Aplate is secured to the distal end of each 
distractor rod. Each plate includes a plurality of cam mem 
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_ bers Which are slidably positioned in cam slots formed in the 
(21) Appl' NO" 10/335,004 jaWs of each of the pairs of jaWs. The dial is operably 
(22) Filed: Dec_ 30’ 2002 connected to the jaWs via the distractor rods such that 

rotation of the dial effects movement of the pairs of jaWs 
Related US Application Data betWeen approximated and distracted positions. An insertion 

tool is also provided Which includes a handle and distal 
(62) Division of application No_ 09/850,494, ?led on May engaging structure for releasably engaging an implant. The 

7, 2001, now Pat, No' 6,569,165; engaging structure includes a pair of prongs or protrusions 
having a slip resistant outer surface. The prongs are con?g 
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5, 2000. shaped bores formed in an implant. 
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INTERVERTEBRAL DISTRACTOR AND IMPLANT 
INSERTION INSTRUMENT 

[0001] This application is a Divisional application of US. 
application Ser. No. 09/850,494 ?led May 7, 2001 and 
claims priority from Provisional Application Serial No. 
60/202,225 ?led May 5, 2000 and is hereby incorporated by 
reference. 

BACKGROUND 

[0002] 1. Technical Field 

[0003] The present disclosure relates generally to instru 
mentation for inserting an implant into a body receiving bed. 
More particularly, the present disclosure relates to instru 
mentation for guiding and positioning a doWel into a receiv 
ing bed formed in an intervertebral space. 

[0004] 2. Background to Related Art 

[0005] Distractors and guide sleeves for positioning an 
implant into a receiving bed in the intervertebral space are 
Well knoWn. These distractors include forceps type distrac 
tors as Well as Wedge type distractors Which are pushed into 
the intervertebral space and distract upon insertion. The 
guide sleeve typically includes a cylindrical sleeve Which is 
mounted to the adjacent vertebrae such that the instruments 
and implant can be positioned in the intervertebral space 
through the cylindrical sleeve. At least With respect to Wedge 
type distractors, distraction of the vertebrae occurs unevenly 
With the front face of the vertebrae being distracted ?rst. 
This is not desirable. 

[0006] Accordingly, a need eXists for an improved distrac 
tor/guide sleeve assembly Which includes a simple integral 
assembly and provides for uniform distraction of adjacent 
vertebrae. A need also eXists for an insertion tool useable 
With the distractor/guide sleeve assembly for inserting an 
implant into the intervertebral space. 

SUMMARY 

[0007] In accordance With the present disclosure, a dis 
tractor/guide sleeve assembly is provided Which includes a 
body having a cylindrical throughbore and a distractor 
assembly mounted thereon. The distractor assembly 
includes a rotatable dial, a pair of distractor rods, and tWo 
pairs of jaWs. A plate is secured to the distal end of each 
distractor rod. Each plate includes a plurality of cam mem 
bers Which are slidably positioned in cam slots formed in the 
jaWs of each of the pairs of jaWs. The dial is operably 
connected to the distractor rods such that rotation of the dial 
effects aXial movement of the distractor rods. Axial move 
ment of the distractor rods cause corresponding movement 
of each of the plates to move the cam members Within the 
cam slots formed in each of the jaWs. Movement of the cam 
members Within the cam slots effects movement of each of 
the pairs of jaWs betWeen approximated and distracted 
positions. 

[0008] An insertion tool is also provided Which includes a 
handle and distal engaging structure for releasably engaging 
an implant. The engaging structure includes a pair of prongs 
or protrusions having a slip resistant outer surface. The 
prongs are con?gured to be releasably received Within 
correspondingly shaped bores formed in an implant. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0009] Various preferred embodiments of the presently 
disclosed distractor/guide sleeve assembly are described 
herein With reference to the draWings, Wherein: 

[0010] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of one preferred 
embodiment of the presently disclosed distractor/guide 
sleeve assembly; 

[0011] FIG. 1A is a perspective vieW With parts separated 
of the distractor/guide sleeve assembly shoWn in FIG. 1; 

[0012] FIG. 2 is a side vieW of the distractor/guide sleeve 
assembly shoWn in FIG. 1; 

[0013] FIG. 2A is a front vieW of the distractor/guide 
sleeve assembly shoWn in FIG. 1; 

[0014] FIG. 3A is a top vieW of the ring of the distractor/ 
guide sleeve assembly shoWn in FIG. 1; 

[0015] FIG. 3B is a side cross-sectional vieW of the ring 
shoWn in FIG. 3A taken along section lines 3B-3B in FIG. 
3A; 
[0016] FIG. 3C is a top vieW of the dial of the distractor/ 
guide sleeve assembly shoWn in FIG. 1; 

[0017] FIG. 3D is a side cross-sectional vieW of the dial 
shoWn in FIG. 3C taken along section lines 3D-3D in FIG. 
3C; 
[0018] FIG. 4 is a side vieW of the distractor rod of the 
distractor/guide sleeve assembly shoWn in FIG. 1; 

[0019] FIG. 4A is a side cross-sectional vieW of the 
distractor rod shoWn in FIG. 4; 

[0020] FIG. 5 is side vieW of one plate portion of the 
distractor/guide sleeve assembly shoWn in FIG. 1; 

[0021] FIG. 5A is a top vieW of the plate portion shoWn 
in FIG. 5; 

[0022] FIG. 6 is a side vieW of one jaW of the distractor/ 
guide sleeve assembly shoWn in FIG. 1; 

[0023] FIG. 6A is a front vieW of the jaW shoWn in FIG. 
6; 
[0024] FIG. 7 is a front vieW of one cover plate of the 
distractor/guide sleeve assembly shoWn in FIG. 1; 

[0025] FIG. 7A is a side vieW of the cover plate shoWn in 
FIG. 7; 

[0026] FIG. 8 is a front vieW of one preferred embodiment 
of the presently disclosed implant insertion tool; 

[0027] FIG. 9 is a front vieW of the distal end of the 
insertion tool shoWn in FIG. 8; 

[0028] FIG. 10 is a side vieW of one preferred embodi 
ment of the presently disclosed implant; and 

[0029] FIG. 11 is a side cross-sectional vieW of the 
implant shoWn in FIG. 10 taken along section lines 11-11 in 
FIG. 10 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0030] Preferred embodiments of the presently disclosed 
distractor/guide sleeve assembly Will noW be described in 
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detail With reference to the drawings in Which like reference 
numerals designate identical or corresponding elements in 
each of the several vieWs. 

[0031] FIGS. 1 and 1A illustrate perspective vieWs of the 
presently disclosed distractor/guide sleeve assembly, Which 
is shoWn generally as 10. Distractor/guide sleeve assembly 
10 includes a body 12, a rotatable dial 14, a ring 16, a pair 
of distractor rods 18, tWo pairs of jaWs 20a and 20b and a 
pair of cover plates 22a and 22b. As Will be described in 
greater detail beloW, dial 14 is rotatable to retract or advance 
distractor rods 18 to effect opening and closing, i.e., of each 
pair of jaWs 20a and 20b. 

[0032] Referring to FIGS. 2 and 2A, distractor body 12 
includes a tubular portion 24 and a holloW rectangular base 
portion 26 Which are integrally formed. Although not shoWn, 
WindoWs or openings may be formed in tubular portion 24 
or base portion 26 to provide visibility. Tubular portion 24 
de?nes a lumen 28 (FIG. 1) having a ?rst open end 28a and 
a second end 28b in communication With holloW base 
portion 26. A semi-circular rod guide 30 is formed on each 
side of tubular portion 24. Rod guides 30 are con?gured to 
slidably receive and guide distractor rods 18. First end 28a 
of tubular portion 24 includes a series of threads 32 for 
rotatably receiving dial 14. 

[0033] Referring to FIGS. 3a and 3b, ring 16 is circular 
and includes a pair of stepped bores 34 and an annular 
channel 36 formed thereabout. Stepped bores 34 are dimen 
sioned to receive screWs 38 (FIG. 1A) for securing rods 18 
to ring 16. Ring 16 is secured Within dial 14 (see FIGS. 30 
and 3a) With pins 40 (FIG. 1A). Pins 40 eXtend through 
openings 42 in dial 14 into annular channel 36 of ring 16 to 
secure ring 16 Within dial 14 While alloWing dial 14 to rotate 
in relation to ring 16. Dial 14 includes a grooved outer 
surface 15 to facilitate gripping and rotating dial 14. Dial 14 
also includes a threaded bore 17 dimensioned to receive 
threaded ?rst end 28a of body 12. 

[0034] Referring to FIGS. 4, 4A, 5 and 5A, each distractor 
rod 18 includes a rod portion 44 and a plate portion 46. Rod 
portion 44 includes a ?rst end having a threaded bore 48 and 
a second end having a slot 50 formed therein. Each threaded 
bore 48 is dimensioned to receive screW 38 (FIG. 1A) to 
secure the ?rst end of rod portion 44 to ring 16. Each slot 50 
of rod portion 44 is con?gured and dimensioned to slidably 
receive plate portion 46. Plate portion 46 is frictionally 
retained Within slot 50. Alternately, other retaining means 
may be used to secure plate portion 46 Within slot 50, e.g., 
screWs, adhesives, ultrasonic Welding, etc. 

[0035] Plate portion 46 includes a paddle section 52 and a 
handle section 54. Handle section 54 is dimensioned to be 
received in slot 50 of rod portion 44. Paddle section 52 
includes a ?at base 51 having a plurality of cam members 56 
extending therefrom. Cam members 56 Will be described in 
further detail beloW. 

[0036] Referring to FIGS. 6 and 6A, each jaW 20 of the 
tWo pair of jaWs 20a and 20b includes a body 60 having a 
distally eXtending ?nger 62. Body 60 includes one or more 
cam slots 64 formed therein. Preferably body 60 includes 
tWo cam slots, although three or more may be provided. 
Alternately, only a single cam slot need be provided. Cam 
slots 64 are dimensioned to receive cam members 56 formed 
on plate portion 46 of distractor rods 18. Alternately, only a 
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single pair of jaWs need be provided on the distractor/guide 
sleeve. Such an embodiment Would also require only a 
single distractor rod and cover plate. 

[0037] Referring to FIGS. 7 and 7A cover plates 22a and 
22b are secured to open sides of base portion 26 to retain 
jaWs 20 and plate portion 46 of distractor rods 18 in 
engagement. Cover plates 22a and 22b may snap ?t to base 
portion 26 or other attachment means may be provided, e. g., 
screWs, Welding, adhesives, etc. 

[0038] In operation, When dial 14 is rotated in a clockWise 
direction on the threaded end of body 12, dial 14 advances 
ring 16 toWards the second end of body 12. Movement of 
ring 16 advances distractor rods 18 in a direction parallel to 
the longitudinal aXis of body 12, thus advancing cam mem 
bers 56 in a direction parallel to the longitudinal aXis of body 
12. As cam members 56 move in relation to cam slots 64, 
each jaW 20 of each pair of jaWs 20a and 20b is urged 
outWard aWay from the longitudinal aXis of body 12 to 
increase the spacing betWeen the ?ngers 62 of each pair of 
jaWs 20a and 20b. When dial 14 is rotated in a counter 
clockWise direction, rods 18 are retracted to decrease the 
spacing betWeen each of ?ngers 62 of each pair of jaWs 20a 
and 20b in a manner similar to that described above. 

[0039] The above described distractor/guide sleeve may 
be used to distract adjacent vertebrae during spinal surgery, 
e.g., a cervical spinal fusion procedure. The distractor body 
including the tubular portion and the base portion function 
as a guide for the surgical instruments used during the 
surgical procedure, e.g., reamers, taps, insertion tool, etc. 
Once the guide sleeve has been parked in the intervertebral 
space, With ?ngers 62 positioned betWeen adjacent verte 
brae, dial 14 can be rotated to distract the adjacent vertebrae. 
It is no longer necessary to relocate the proper graft bed after 
each time a surgical instrument is used, since the distractor/ 
guide sleeve is secured in a ?Xed location With respect to the 
graft bed during the entire procedure. Moreover, the pres 
ently disclosed jaW structure provides a sturdy structure 
Which minimiZes Wobbling Which may occur While using the 
surgical instruments. 

[0040] FIGS. 8 and 9 illustrate an insertion tool, shoWn 
generally as 100, for inserting a thread implant into an 
implant receiving bed. Insertion tool 10 includes a handle 
110, an elongated shaft 111 and an implant engaging struc 
ture 120. Implant engaging structure 120 is secured to or 
formed integrally With elongated shaft 111 and includes a 
base member 112 and a pair of protrusions or prongs 114. 
Base member 112 includes a ?at face Which abuts the 
trailing end of an implant When the implant is supported on 
the insertion tool. Protrusions 114 have an outer surface 116 
Which is at least partially roughened. The roughened surface 
may include ridges, knurling, dimples or any other slip 
resistant surface. 

[0041] FIGS. 10 and 11 illustrate an implant 200 having 
a cylindrical threaded body 210 and top and bottom surfaces 
212 and 214. Implant 200 is constructed from a biocompat 
ible material. Preferably, implant 200 is formed from corti 
cal or cancellous bone. Top surface 212 includes a pair of 
substantially cylindrical bores 216 formed therein. Bores 
216 are positioned to receive protrusions 114 (FIG. 9) and 
have an inside diameter substantially equal to the outside 
diameter of protrusions 114. When protrusions 114 are 
pressed into bores 216, roughened outer surface 116 of 
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protrusions 114 prevent implant 200 from separating from 
engaging structure 120 Without applying additional force to 
implant 200. 

[0042] In use, after implant 200 has been positioned on 
engaging structure 120 of insertion tool 100, handle 110 can 
be manipulated to thread implant 200 into a previously 
prepared receiving bed, e.g., a tapped bore formed betWeen 
adjacent vertebrae during a spinal fusion surgical procedure. 
Thereafter, insertion tool 100 can be pulled rearWardly With 
a force sufficient to overcome the frictional engagement 
betWeen protrusions 114 and bores 26 to separate the 
implant from the insertion tool. 

[0043] It Will be understood that various modi?cations 
may be made to the embodiments disclosed herein. For 
eXample, any materials having the requisite strength require 
ments Which are suitable for surgical use may be used to 
construct the distractor/guide sleeve assembly and insertion 
tool including surgical grade stainless steel, plastics, etc. 
Moreover, the siZe of the distractor/guide sleeve may be 
changed to suit a particular surgical procedure, e.g., cervical 
spinal fusion, lumbar spinal fusion, thoracic spinal fusion, 
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etc. Therefore, the above description should not be con 
strued as limiting, but merely as eXempli?cations of pre 
ferred embodiments. Those skilled in the art Will envision 
other modi?cations Within the scope and spirit of this 
disclosure. 

1. An implant insertion tool comprising a handle, an 
elongated shaft de?ning a longitudinal aXis and a head 
portion, the head portion including a pair of prongs, each 
prong extending in a direction substantially parallel to the 
longitudinal aXis of the elongated shaft. 

2. An implant insertion tool according to claim 1, Wherein 
each of the prongs include a slip resistant surface. 

3. An implant insertion tool according to claim 2, Wherein 
the slip resistant surface includes a plurality of ridges. 

4. An implant insertion tool according to claim 3, Wherein 
each of the prongs is secured to a base member supported on 
the distal end of the elongated shaft, the base member having 
a face con?gured to abut against one end of an implant. 

* * * * * 


