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(57) ABSTRACT 
A mobile telephone netWork is con?gured to transmit infor 
mation, such as TV netWork scheduling, Which can be 
received by receivers “eavesdropping” on the system. A 
mobile telephone can be con?gured to receive only, avoiding 
the battery drain Which results from its transceiver needing 
to periodically handshake With the netWork transceiver. 
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MOBILE TELEPHONE WITH RECEIVE ONLY 
MODE 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates to a communications 
network, a method of operating that network and apparatus 
for receiving information transmitted by that netWork. 

BACKGROUND 

[0002] Digital cellular telephone services are Well estab 
lished in many countries of the World and coverage, both of 
the geographical area and the population of those countries 
is generally very good. With the advent of digital telephones 

operating under the Wireless Application Protocol access to many data sources is available. HoWever, this 

access must be speci?cally requested by the user and then 
the requested information transmitted speci?cally to that 
user’s telephone. This consumes the user’s time, money (in 
call charges) and the limited energy stored in the battery of 
the user’s phone as Well as tying up netWork capacity that 
could be devoted to other services. 

[0003] The present invention has the object of ameliorat 
ing the above disadvantages. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0004] According to a ?rst aspect of the present invention 
there is provided a method of transmitting information to a 
plurality of users over a bidirectional cellular communica 
tion netWork Which netWork comprises a plurality of geo 
graphically dispersed transceiving stations, the method com 
prising: receiving digital data representing the information; 
and transmitting the digital data from at least tWo of the 
geographically dispersed transceivers. 

[0005] The present inventors have realised that a very 
large proportion of the information that users of digital 
mobile telephones require is going to be of interest to a great 
many of the users of the telephone netWork. For eXample, 
television schedules, share and currency prices and gam 
bling odds for sporting events. It is particularly this dynamic 
information that users Will Want to access “on the move”. 

[0006] By, in effect, using the mobile communications 
netWork to “broadcast” this information a number of bene?ts 
ensue. Firstly, useable netWork capacity is likely to increase 
because the information is only transmitted on one channel 
in each cell of the system (although periodic or multiple 
transmissions may be used to improve user-friendliness). 
Secondly, the battery energy of the user’s telephones is 
conserved because they can receive this information Without 
having to request it and Without participating in the usual 
“handshaking” that accompanies communication betWeen a 
netWork and a mobile telephone. 

[0007] This can be taken further to eXtend the battery life 
by providing an eXtra operating mode on a mobile telephone. 
Presently, such telephones have tWo operating modes— 
broadly “on” and “off”. In the “on” mode, the phone Will 
periodically transmit a message in a control channel to the 
transceiving station covering the geographical location of 
the phone. At present this gives a battery life of about 120 
hours Without making or taking any calls. In the “off” mode 
this does not happen and battery energy is conserved. 
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HoWever, the user Will not be “registered” With the netWork 
and so he Will not be able to receive calls. 

[0008] In accordance With a second aspect of the present 
invention there is provided a transceiver for use With a 
cellular communications netWork Which netWork comprises 
one or more transceiving stations, the transceiver compris 
ing means for, in a ?rst mode, registering With the or a 
transceiving station and for responding to communications 
destined for the transceiver; and in a second mode, means 
for operating receiver circuitry only. 

[0009] Thus a further mode of operation is provided in 
Which only the receiver of the mobile telephone is active. 
This may usefully be referred to as the “eavesdropping” 
mode. Because receiver circuitry operates at a very much 
loWer poWer than transmit circuitry battery life in this mode 
can be ten times longer than that in the “on” mode. It is 
possible, of course, to receive the broadcast signals in the 
“on” mode as Well. 

[0010] The netWork operators also have the opportunity of 
providing another class of service in Which the subscriber is 
provided With a receiver only to access the “broadcast” 
information Without having access to “normal” use of the 
netWork. Because of the much-reduced battery poWer 
required, the subscriber unit can be made very small and 
very cheap. 

[0011] According to a third aspect of the present inven 
tion, there is provided a receiver for use With a communi 
cation netWork Which netWork comprises a one or more 

transceiving stations, the receiver comprising means for 
monitoring at least a control channel of signals transmitted 
from the or a transceiving station; and receiving digital data 
in response to a predetermined signal on the control channel. 

[0012] In a preferred embodiment the receiver comprises 
a transceiver Whose transmit circuitry has been disabled. 
This alloWs the huge economies of scale available to mobile 
telephone manufacturers to be exploited. The modi?cation 
may usually be made in hardWare or softWare, or, Where 
required, both. 

[0013] According to a fourth aspect of the present inven 
tion there is provided a method of modifying a transceiver 
manufactured for use in a cellular telephone, the method 
comprising: permanently disabling the transmitter portion of 
the transceiver circuit. 

[0014] According to a ?fth aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided a transceiving station for a cellular com 
munications netWork, the transceiving station comprising: 
means for transmitting digital data on a virtual channel to a 
plurality of users. 

[0015] According to a siXth aspect of the present inven 
tion, there is provided a cellular communications netWork 
comprising a plurality of transceiving stations, each trans 
ceiving station comprising: means for transmitting digital 
data on a virtual channel to a plurality of users. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0016] The present invention Will noW be described, by 
Way of eXample, With reference to the accompanying draW 
ings, in Which: 

[0017] FIG. 1 shoWs receivers and transceivers receiving 
broadcasts from a land based cellular communications net 

Work, 
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[0018] FIG. 2 shows a cellular telephone in accordance 
With an embodiment of the invention being used to access 
schedule information for broadcast media, and 

[0019] FIG. 3 shoWs a block schematic diagram of a 
cellular telephone transceiver and a modi?cation thereto in 
accordance With a preferred embodiment of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0020] FIG. 1 shoWs three cells C1, C2, C3 of a cellular 
transceiver system each having a respective transceiving 
station T1, T2, T3. The cells are illustrated as hexagonal 
areas (as is traditional) but, of course, in practice the areas 
served Will be irregular in shape and generally overlap 
someWhat. The netWork may operate under GSM, GPRS, 
EDGE, UMTS, CDMA-One, I-Mode, IS-136, CDMA-2000 
or any other suitable standards. While the invention can 
readily be implemented on packet-mode systems it may 
equally be implemented in circuit-mode systems. 

[0021] A regular digital mobile telephone 10 is shoWn in 
cell C1 and this telephone is “on” and so is registered With 
that cell of the netWork. This telephone can make calls, 
receive calls, request information using the Wireless Appli 
cation Protocol (W AP) and so on. In addition, hoWever the 
telephone is arranged to monitor a particular channel 
amongst those transmitted in cell C1. This is preferably a 
paging control channel but it may be a logical or physical 
channel as desired. This channel comprises the Broadcast 
information channel in accordance With one aspect of the 
invention. Where a channel is constantly allocated then 
those subscribers Who Want to access the broadcast infor 
mation can activate their phones to monitor that channel. 
Alternatively, the phones may do this automatically and 
store the latest transmission pertaining to each type of 
information. The data may be encoded to ensure that only 
those subscribers that pay for the service may access it. 

[0022] When an appropriate message has been detected 
the phone can doWnload it Without having to log onto the 
netWork (With all of the poWer consumption and bandWidth 
consumption issues that that entails). 

[0023] The data Will be stored in the on-board memory of 
the telephone and retrieved at the user’s convenience by 
operation of the buttons on the phone to navigate through the 
various pieces of information stored. The information may 
be a broadcast WML deck over WAP or any other suitable 
format. 

[0024] The modi?cations required of the phone Will be 
discussed in greater detail beloW. In cell C2 there is a 
modi?ed mobile telephone 12 Which is provided With 
another mode of operation in addition to those tWo normally 
provided on digital mobile telephones. In addition to the 
standard “on” and “off” modes a further mode is provided 
Which can best be described as “eavesdropping”. The trans 
mit circuitry of the phone is poWered doWn and the phone no 
longer registers With the netWork. The removal of the 
necessity of having to register periodically can eXtend 
battery life by ten times that of “on” or “standby” mode, 
even if no calls are made. 

[0025] In cell C3 there is a receive-only unit 14 Which may 
pick up the Broadcast massages but, having no transmitter, 
cannot log onto the netWork for making calls. Such a unit 
may be made very compact because only enough battery 
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poWer to receive need be provided. Alternatively, such a 
receiver may be provided as an accessory (or plug-in card) 
for a personal computer, especially a portable computer, to 
alloW cheap and up-to the minute doWnloading of share 
information and the like. 

[0026] One very cost-effective Way of manufacturing such 
a receiver consists of modifying the transceivers made by 
mobile telephone manufacturers. Because of economies of 
scale it may Well be cheaper to start With such a transceiver 
and disable the transmitter portion than to provide a 
receiver-only circuit. This Will be discussed in greater detail 
With reference to FIG. 3 beloW. 

[0027] The netWork operator may modify their transceiv 
ing stations and transmission netWork technology to alloW 
transmission of messages to “virtual” netWork users in 
broadcast mode, Where the transmission of non-terminated 
messages is not covered in the cellular speci?cation. 

[0028] The information transmitted over the cellular net 
Work may comprise or include identi?cation details for 
suitably-equipped mobile telephones to obtain information 
over other, parallel broadcast links—for eXample the use of 
Eureka-147 data channel to broadcast WML stacks to 
phones equipped With suitable radio frequency circuitry and 
demodulation. 

[0029] FIG. 2 shoWs a mobile telephone modi?ed in 
accordance With an aspect of the invention being used in 
conjunction With a broadcast receiver, in this case a televi 
sion receiver, 20. A channel indicator 22 on the television 
shoWs that the television is tuned to channel 5 and a neWs 
program is shoWing at 1:50 pm. The vieWer also has a 
mobile telephone 24 equipped to receive broadcast data 
comprising television schedules. These are provided to the 
operator of the communication netWork regularly by the 
broadcaster or schedule provision service. Preferably this 
happens frequently so that late changes to the schedule may 
be advised to the user. 

[0030] By navigating appropriately through the user inter 
face of the phone 24, the schedule for channel 5 is displayed 
to the user on the LCD 26 of the telephone. The user can then 
see that the neWs continues until 2 pm. and that a Motor 
ShoW Special folloWs. Of course the user can equally check 
the schedule for other channels, different times and so on. 

[0031] While the eXample of FIG. 2 shoWs television 
schedule information many different classes of information 
may bene?cially be broadcast in accordance With the inven 
tion. 

[0032] Some particular examples are odds for horse-race 
betting, share prices and travel information. By broadcasting 
the information in a number of geographically dispersed 
cells, then rather than have a number of users in each cell of 
the netWork accessing this information personally, their 
phone can automatically doWnload the latest information 
regardless of their location, so it Will be immediately avail 
able When required. Geographically-dependent information 
such as Weather conditions may be transmitted only in those 
cells for Which it is appropriate. 

[0033] The received information can be stored by the 
telephone, or receiver, for later use. A menu system may 
provide for ease of access, and stored information may be 
updated automatically When re-broadcast. The system is 
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particularly suitable for transmitting information relating to 
current events, as described in WO 99/045 68, the contents of 
Which are incorporated herein by reference. Thus informa 
tion on price or availability of products being displayed in a 
TV program may be transmitted, and displayed at the 
appropriate time on the telephone display. The telephone 
may be adapted to receive an access telephone number 
incorporated in the transmitted information. If the user 
Wishes to purchase an item shoWn on the TV, details of 
Which are being transmitted via the cellular network, he can 
immediately call the number to place an order. 

[0034] Means may be provided to seamlessly sWitch the 
telephone or receiver to a transmit mode, to establish a voice 
or data connection. This could be provided by a one button 
user operation and/or by softWare in the receiver and/or code 
in the received signal. The user is thus enabled to respond 
easily to any suggestion to purchase an item. Equally, the 
telephone/receiver may be triggered to transmit information 
regarding past or current usage etc., Without disturbing the 
user. 

[0035] FIG. 3 shoWs a block schematic diagram of a 
mobile telephone transceiver 30 in accordance With an 
embodiment of the invention. An antenna 32 is connected to 
a circulator Whose purpose is to route signals from a 
transmitter 36 to the antenna and received signals to a 
receiver 38. The transmitter and receiver are both connected 
to a controller 40 Which Will usually comprise a pro 
grammed microprocessor together With the necessary inter 
faces and so on. Connected to the controller are a read only 

memory (ROM) 42 and a random access memory (RAM) 
44. The ROM stores the operating softWare for the controller 
40 While the RAM stores, among other things, the informa 
tion received via the broadcast channel from the mobile 
telephone netWork. Each element of the transceiver is shoWn 
as having a poWer supply depicted by short lead lines and 
:symbols. 
[0036] In the case of the transmitter the positive lead line 
is provided With a sWitch 46. This is really intended to 
symbolise this aspect of the invention because the telephone 
Will usually be provided With a means of poWering-doWn the 
transmitter under softWare control. By cutting the battery 
poWer to the transmitter the battery life may be extended by 
ten times or more. Furthermore, the poWer may be removed 
from the receive circuitry and even the controller to further 
enhance battery life. A loW-poWer timer circuit may, as is 
Well knoWn, be used to “Wake up” the circuitry at appro 
priate intervals. 

[0037] The channel or channels to be monitored may 
change over time or be in different cells of the netWork. The 
netWork is therefore preferably provided With the means to 
transmit control information to the telephones Within the cell 
to instruct them to commence monitoring, for example, a 
different channel or at a different listening period. 

[0038] Information may be transmitted intermittently and/ 
or repetitively and may be transmitted over a variety of 
channels, for example as those channels become available 
from ‘normal’ use—so that only ‘spare’ netWork capacity is 
made use of. Packets of information may be identi?ed to 
avoid repetitive loading of the same information. Where a 
number of channels are transmitted on simultaneously, iden 
ti?ers or a menu may be transmitted to enable the receiver 
to locate automatically the appropriate channel for informa 
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tion requested by the user or to folloW When channels are 
being sWitched. Thus the user may need to lock on to an 
information stream relevant to a program being broadcast on 
BBC1 if that stream carries a high information content to 
suit the program. 

[0039] In the case of the receive-only embodiment of the 
invention (14 in FIG. 1) this connection is broken perma 
nently—for example by programming the ROM of the unit 
never to activate the transmitter 36. In the case of the 
three-mode telephone (12 in FIG. 1) this connection is 
broken in the further mode. The break is temporary so that 
the transmitter can again be used When the phone is again 
sWitched “on”. 

[0040] One of the particular bene?ts of using existing 
transceiver circuitry is that, since the transmitter is not 
modi?ed (or is even disabled) the radio frequency interfer 
ence issues surrounding the equipment have not changed. In 
other Words, if the circuitry has already received approval 
from the relevant regulatory bodies it Will not generally need 
to be re-submitted for further approval. This provides sig 
ni?cant savings in terms of both time and cost. 

[0041] While the information used in the above examples 
the described data is text information intended for display to 
the user (under control of that user as appropriate) this need 
not be the case in practice. The payload of the system may 
be, for example, an audio signal transmitted in MP3 format 
or other digital signals. Thus a blind person can use their 
mobile phone to receive neWs, Weather reports and so on that 
are read out to them. 

1. A mobile terminal for accessing broadcast information 
intended for a plurality of users in a cellular communications 
netWork, the terminal being operable to receive the broad 
cast information Without connecting to the netWork. 

2. A mobile terminal according to claim 1, Wherein the 
information is broadcast in a plurality of cells in the net 
Work. 

3. A mobile terminal according to claim 1 or 2, the 
terminal being operable in ?rst and second modes, the ?rst 
mode comprising a transceiver mode in Which the terminal 
is operable to establish a bi-directional connection to the 
netWork and the second mode comprising an eavesdropping 
mode in Which the terminal is operable to receive the 
broadcast information Without connecting to the netWork. 

4. A mobile terminal according to any one of claims 1 to 
3, Wherein the broadcast information comprises one or more 
items selected from programme schedules, commodity 
prices and gambling odds. 

5. A method of transmitting information to a plurality of 
users over a bidirectional cellular communication netWork 
Which netWork comprises a plurality of geographically dis 
persed transceiving stations, the method comprising: 

receiving digital data representing the information; and 
transmitting the digital data from at least tWo of the 
geographically dispersed transceivers. 

6. A method as claimed in claim 5, Wherein the step of 
transmitting the digital data from the at least tWo geographi 
cally dispersed transceiving stations occurs substantially 
simultaneously. 

7. Amethod as claimed in claim 5 or claim 6, Wherein the 
information is transmitted to a virtual subscriber Which 
corresponds to the plurality of users. 
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8. A method as claimed in any one of claims 5 to 7, 
Wherein the step of transmitting the digital data is performed 
When capacity at each of the plurality of geographically 
dispersed transceiving stations is otherWise under utilised. 

9. A method as claimed in any one of claims 5 to 8, 
Wherein the cellular communications netWork comprises a 
packet-mode netWork and the digital data is transmitted as 
one or more packets. 

10. A method as claimed in any one of claims 5 to 9, 
Wherein the cellular communication netWork is a circuit 
mode netWork and the digital data is transmitted over a 
circuit of the netWork. 

11. A method as claimed in any one of claims 5 to 10, 
Wherein the step of transmitting the digital data is performed 
at a time dependent upon an eXternal event. 

12. A method as claimed in claim 11, Wherein the infor 
mation comprises programme schedules for a broadcast 
netWork. 

13. A method as claimed in claim 11, Wherein the infor 
mation comprises dynamically-changing prices. 

14. A method as claimed in claim 11, Wherein the infor 
mation comprises odds for gambling on the outcome of a 
future event. 

15. A method as claimed in any one of claims 5 to 14, 
Wherein the transmission of an item of digital data from the 
geographically dispersed transceivers is repeated at least 
once. 

16. A method as claimed in any one of claims 5 to 15, 
Wherein the information comprises visual information for 
display on a user’s receiving apparatus. 

17. A method as claimed in any one of claims 5 to 16, 
Wherein the digital data is encoded. 

18. A method as claimed in any one of claims 5 to 17, 
Wherein the digital data identi?es a separate channel over 
Which further information may be received. 

19. A transceiver for use With a cellular communications 
netWork Which netWork comprises one or more transceiving 
stations, the transceiver comprising means for, 

in a ?rst mode, registering With the or a transceiving 
station and for responding to communications destined 
for the transceiver; and 

in a second mode, means for operating receiver circuitry 
only. 
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20. A transceiver as claimed in claim 19, further com 
prising means for, in a third mode, deactivating both trans 
mission circuitry and receiver circuitry. 

21. A transceiver as claimed in claims 19 or 20, Wherein 
the transceiver is a portable transceiver. 

22. A transceiver as claimed in claim 21, Wherein the 
transceiver comprises a cellular telephone. 

23. A receiver for use With a communication netWork 
Which netWork comprises a one or more transceiving sta 
tions, the receiver comprising means for monitoring at least 
a control channel of signals transmitted from the or a 
transceiving station; and receiving digital data in response to 
a predetermined signal on the control channel. 

24. Areceiver as claimed in claim 23, Wherein the receiver 
comprises a transceiver constructed for use as a cellular 
telephone and comprising a disabled transmitter. 

25. A transceiver as claimed in claim 24, Wherein the 
transmitter is disabled by modi?cations to softWare. 

26. A receiver as claimed in claims 24 or 25, Wherein the 
transmitter is disabled through hardWare modi?cations. 

27. A receiver as claimed in any one of claims 23 to 26, 
Wherein the receiver is arranged to monitor a control channel 
corresponding to a virtual user identi?cation. 

28. Amethod of modifying a transceiver manufactured for 
use in a cellular telephone, the method comprising: 

permanently disabling the transmitter portion of the trans 
ceiver circuit. 

29. A transceiving station for a cellular communications 
netWork, the transceiving station comprising: 
means for transmitting digital data on a virtual channel to 

a plurality of users. 
30. A cellular communications netWork comprising a 

plurality of transceiving stations, each transceiving station 
comprising: 
means for transmitting digital data on a virtual channel to 

a plurality of users. 
31. A transceiving station for a cellular communications 

netWork as claimed in claim 29 or a cellular communications 
netWork as claimed in claim 30, further comprising: 

means for synchronising the transmission of the digital 
data With eXternal events. 

* * * * * 


