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provide a snug ?t to prevent the card from falling out. Atab 
on the card holder alloWs it to be attached to a display device 
attached to a user’s clothing to provide quick access to the 
card While minimizing the risk of loss. 



Patent Application Publication May 22, 2003 Sheet 1 0f 6 US 2003/0093931 A1 



Patent Application Publication May 22, 2003 Sheet 2 0f 6 US 2003/0093931 A1 

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ 

F176’, 2 



Patent Application Publication May 22, 2003 Sheet 3 0f 6 US 2003/0093931 A1 

)//////////////////// 
\1 
W 20 

F/G. .5’ 

18 

/ f1 4 
W/////////////////// 
\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ A 
W 

KN 

Ffél 4 



Patent Application Publication May 22, 2003 Sheet 4 0f 6 US 2003/0093931 A1 

18 



Patent Application Publication May 22, 2003 Sheet 5 0f 6 US 2003/0093931 A1 



Patent Application Publication May 22, 2003 Sheet 6 0f 6 US 2003/0093931 A1 



US 2003/0093931 A1 

CARD HOLDER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention relates to card holders that 
typically hold identi?cation cards or access cards and often 
are connected to a display device and attached to a person or 
a persons clothing. 

[0003] 2. Description of the Related Art 

[0004] Wearable card holders are common for displaying 
identi?cation badges, access cards, and other credentials in 
of?ces, hospitals, conventions, and other situations. Card 
holders function as a means to attach cards to a user’s 

clothing While displaying the cards. The card holder may 
also be attached to a person such as by Way of a neck lanyard 
or Wristband. Card holders are available in a variety of 
shapes, designs, and materials. 

[0005] The siZes of card holders have become increasingly 
standardiZed as the siZe of identi?cation cards have become 
standardiZed to the approXimate siZe of a credit card or 
driver’s license. Often these cards have pictures, logos, 
Writing, and other graphics to be displayed by the user. Some 
cards are machine-readable and include devices such as 
magnetic stripes, bar codes, and electronic circuits. Fre 
quently such cards are used to gain entry to certain areas by 
inserting them into a machine, shoWing them to a security 
guard, or placing them near a sensor. 

[0006] Card holders, therefore must alloW users to repeat 
edly access their cards. Typically the card is completely 
encapsulated by the card holder. Many card holders utiliZe 
envelope designs to secure a card. Some of the envelope 
designs include snap closures or tab closures. Such designs 
are effective for preventing accidental loss of cards, but they 
require additional efforts to remove the cards from the 
holders. While a card is completely encapsulated, it typically 
cannot function With reader devices While being held in 
these types of holders and thus must be removed from the 
holder to be used. For this reason, these types of card holders 
are not preferred for cards Which include embedded infor 
mation-containing indicia such as magnetic stripes, bar 
codes, or electronic circuits. 

[0007] As an alternative to card holders, holes or slots are 
punched into cards and clips are attached through them. 
Punching holes in cards is not favorable because holes Will 
often interfere With embedded indicia and With the overall 
appearance of the card. Punching the holes also requires 
additional machinery and labor. Furthermore, a hole in the 
card Will frequently cause Weakening or Wearing of a card, 
requiring replacement sooner than a card Without a hole. 

[0008] NotWithstanding the many different types of card 
holders, it is believed that there is a need for an improved 
card holder that alloWs users quick and easy access to 
embedded indicia and does not obscure the appearance of 
the card. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0009] In accordance With one aspect of the present inven 
tion, a card holder is provided that secures cards in such a 
Way that a portion of the card protrudes from the holder 
While the card is fully inserted. This alloWs cards to be 
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secured Without being completely encapsulated. Where 
appropriate, the eXposed portion of cards inserted in this 
card holder can be made to communicate With reading 
devices such as card readers or card-operated door locks. 
The card holder may be provided With a tab for connecting 
the holder to the cord of a displaying device such as a 
retractable reel. This enables the cord to be conveniently 
placed near a sensing device Without separating the holder 
from the cord. 

[0010] In accordance With another aspect of the present 
invention, a card holder is provided that alloWs indicia on 
cards to be visible through the card holder. The card holder 
is made of a clear plastic and does not block or distort the 
appearance of the card. 

[0011] In accordance With another aspect of the present 
invention, a card holder is provided that secures a card With 
a three sided space. The dimensions of the space are such 
that cards ?t snugly into the card holder. The cards are held 
securely due, in part, to the tight ?t Without a need for glue. 
This con?guration alloWs the cards to be removed from the 
holder When desired. 

[0012] In accordance With another aspect of the present 
invention, a card holder is provided that secures cards With 
a tacky adhesion of the plastic holder to the card. The 
properties of the plastic used in the card holder provide some 
adhesion to plastic cards to prevent accidental dislodgment 
but alloW for removal from the holder When desired. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0013] FIG. 1 is a prespective vieW of the card holder of 
the invention With an identi?cation card inserted and a 
retractable reel attached. 

[0014] FIG. 2 is an exploded vieW of a card and card 
holder With the Walls of the card holder spread open to shoW 
hoW the card is inserted. 

[0015] FIG. 3 is a cross-section across the length of the 
card of the card holder Without the card. 

[0016] FIG. 4 is a cross-section across the length of the 
card of the card holder With a card inserted. 

[0017] FIG. 5 is a vieW of the card holder With a card 
inserted. 

[0018] FIG. 6 is a perspective vieW of the card holder With 
a card inserted attached to a neck lanyard. 

[0019] FIG. 7 is a vieW of the card holder With a card 
inserted attached to the cord from a retractable reel shoWing 
hoW the card is sWiped through a reading device Without 
removing the card. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

[0020] FIG. 1 illustrates a card holder 10 preferably made 
from transparent, ?exible plastic. FIG. 2 shoWs that the card 
holder includes a pocket 12 de?ned by tWo plastic Walls 14 
and 16 lying in face-to-face relationship With each other. The 
Walls are sealed along their short ends 22 and 23, and also 
along one long edge 20, With the opposite long edges 19 and 
21 being unsealed, to de?ne an entry to the pocket. The Wall 
16 and its edge 19 eXtend beyond the Wall 14 to facilitate 
opening of the pocket and insertion of a stiff card 18. The 
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length of the holder is such that holder ends tightly engage 
the card ends. While a holder With only tWo opposite ends 
of the pocket sealed might grip a card suf?ciently, it is 
preferred that three edges of the Walls are sealed so as to 
limit the extent to Which a card can be inserted into the 
pocket holder. 

[0021] The cross section in FIG. 3 illustrates that the card 
holder is ?at When no card is inserted. When a card is 
inserted, the card holder Walls must spread to receive it as 
shoWn in FIG. 4, Which causes the card holder’s length to 
shorten slightly, tightening the grip on the card. 

[0022] In a preferred embodiment, the pocket is siZed to ?t 
a standard siZe, plastic identi?cation card 18 With dimen 
sions of about 21/8 inches by 33/8 inches. The dimensions of 
the pocket are matched to the card to provide a snug ?t. The 
actual dimensions of the card holder can be varied before 
manufacture in anticipation of different siZed cards. In a 
preferred embodiment, the pocket is approximately 33/8 
inches by 1 inch. The thickness of the plastic is preferably 
approximately 2/100 inches. 

[0023] The preferred embodiment of the holder has a ratio 
of approximately three to one for the length of the edges 20 
of the pocket to that of the tWo short edges 22 and 23. This 
con?guration provides that a portion of a card, the exposed 
portion 24, Will remain uncovered When the card is fully 
inserted into the holder. With the typical card, the exposed 
portion is about 11/8 inch by 33/8 inch. 

[0024] As may be appreciated from FIGS. 5 and 7 the part 
of the card remaining uncovered may contain a magnetic 
stripe 26, a circuit, or other indicia. Because it remains 
uncovered, the indicia may interact With a sensing device. 
For example, FIG. 7 shoWs that a card With a computer 
readable magnetic stripe may be properly sWiped through a 
reading device 37 Without removing the card from the 
holder. Because reading devices are available in a variety of 
con?gurations and some require cards to be inserted further 
than others, in the preferred embodiment more than half of 
the card remains uncovered. 

[0025] FIG. 1 illustrates a tab 28 connected to one of the 
shorter edges 23 of the card holder. In the preferred embodi 
ment, the tab has a hole 30 to facilitate attachment to a 
displaying device. For example, FIG. 1 shoWs the hole in 
the tab siZed to accept a clip 34 Which is used to attach the 
card holder to a cord 35 of a retractable reel 36, With the reel 
being attachable to a user’s clothing or belt. The holder and 
card may remain attached to a person for the entire time the 
card is being used. Other display devices such as a neck 
lanyard 40 shoWn in FIG. 6, or a Wristband, can also be 
attached to the holder. When attached to one of these 
devices, the holder can be released from a quick releasing 
buckle 42 for use With a sensing device and then returned to 
the buckle. 

[0026] Several types of plastic can be used to make the 
card holder, but the preferred material is a soft, someWhat 
elastic or stretchy vinyl. Suf?cient plasticiZer is added to the 
vinyl to obtain the desired softness. Preferably the material 
is in the 1S to 6S hand softness range, With the most 
preferable softness being 3S. FIG. 5 shoWs that the vinyl 
used in the preferred embodiment has a tackiness to it that 
provides some adhesion 38 to inserted cards. This adhesion 
is knoWn in the industry as blocking. 
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[0027] As seen in FIGS. 1, 5 and 6 the transparent plastic 
used in the preferred embodiment does not interfere With the 
visual appearance of indicia on a card. 

[0028] The card holder can be made in a single operation 
Wherein three sides of the pocket are joined, as Well as the 
periphery of the hole 30 and the tab 28. The plastic may be 
joined by RF energy or other suitable means. 

[0029] While it has been found that having a card gripped 
by the holder simply With the dimensions and characteristics 
of the material, other techniques may be employed for 
securing the card to the holder. For example, small quantity 
of sticky material could be provided in the card pocket that 
Would releasably hold the card. With that technique, the 
plastic or other holder material need not be soft and stretchy. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A card holder comprising: a ?at front Wall; and a ?at 

back Wall lying in face-to-face relation With the front Wall, 
said Walls being joined at opposite ends to create a pocket 
de?ned by the Walls and said ends, said Walls each having 
tWo longer sides With a pair of adjacent edges being unjoined 
to form an entry to said pocket, said pocket being siZed to 
permit a section of a ?at card to be inserted into said pocket 
With a remaining portion of the card protruding from the 
pocket so that if there is a magnetic stripe on the protruding 
portion that portion can be placed in a slot of a sensing 
device While card said section remains in the pocket, said 
holder being con?gured to grip said card section so that the 
card cannot be inadvertently dislodged from the pocket. 

2. The holder in claim 1 in Which a tab is joined to one of 
said Walls, said tab being con?gured to be removably 
connectable to a display device. 

3. The holder of claim 2 in Which the tab is joined to one 
of said ends. 

4. The holder in claim 1 in Which said Walls have a pair 
of side edges Which are joined. 

5. The holder of claim 1 in Which one of said ends is less 
than half the length of one of the sides. 

6. The holder in claim 1 in Which one of the sides is 
approximately three times longer than one of the ends. 

7. The holder in claim 1 in Which the side is approxi 
mately 33/8 inches and the end is approximately 1 inch. 

8. The holder in claim 1 in Which the Walls are made of 
a transparent plastic. 

9. The holder in claim 8 in Which said plastic is a stretchy 
material Which alloWs the card holder to grip the ends of the 
inserted card section. 

10. The holder in claim 8 in Which said plastic includes a 
plasticiZer giving the plastic a softness rating of 1S or softer. 

11. The holder in claim 8 in Which said plastic removably 
adheres itself to a card When the card is inserted. 

12. The holder of claim 1 in Which one of said unjoined 
edges protrudes beyond the other unjoined edge to facilitate 
opening said pocket. 

13. A card holder comprising: a ?at front Wall; and a ?at 
back Wall engaging the front Wall, said Walls being sealed at 
opposite ends and along a pair of side edges to create a 
rectangular pocket, said Walls having a pair of adjacent side 
edges Which remain sealed to form an entry to said pocket, 
said pocket being siZed to permit a section of a stiff ?at card 
to be inserted through said entry into said pocket With a 
remaining portion of the card protruding from the pocket, 
said holder being made of a transparent, ?exible, someWhat 
elastic material and dimensioned so that When a card is 
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inserted into the pocket entry, the Walls are separated by the 
card and the Wall material betWeen the ends is stretched 
causing the holder ends to grip the card so that the card 
cannot be inadvertently dislodged from the pocket. 

14. The holder in claim 13 in Which said plastic material 
is a vinyl Which includes sufficient plasticiZer to give the 
material a softness rating of 1S or softer. 

15. A card and holder assembly comprising: a ?at card, 
and a holder creating a pocket siZed to receive a section of 
said card With a portion of the card protruding from the 
holder When said section is fully inserted in said pocket, and 
said pocket is con?gured to grip the card so that the card 
cannot be inadvertently dislodged from the pocket. 

16. The assembly in claim 15 in Which said holder has a 
tab extending from said pocket to provide for attachment to 
a display device. 

17. The assembly in claim 16 including a retractable reel 
having a cord attached to said holder. 

18. The assembly in claim 16 including a neck lanyard 
connected to said tab. 

19. The assembly in claim 15 in Which said protruding 
portion is at least half of said card. 

20. The assembly in claim 15 in Which said protruding 
portion is at least one third of the card. 

21. The assembly in claim 15 in Which said protruding 
portion has indicia indicating a right to access. 

22. The assembly in claim 15 in Which said card has a 
magnetic stripe on said protruding portion. 

23. The assembly in claim 15 in Which said card has 
machine readable inforrnation thereon that remains operable 
While the card is fully inserted in the holder. 

24. The assembly in claim 15 in Which said card has a 
graphical indicia that remains visible While the card is in the 
card holder. 

25. The assembly in claim 15 in Which said card is 
rectangular approXirnately 21/8 inches by 33/8 inches, and said 
pocket is approximately 33/8 inches by 1 inch. 

26. A method of using a card holder cornprising inserting 
a card into said holder With a portion of said card protruding 
beyond said card holder and With indicia on said card 
rernaining available for visual inspection and communica 
tion With a sensing device, and inserting said card protruding 
portion into a desired location Without removal of said card 
from said card holder. 

27. Arnethod of using a card and card holder assembly in 
Which a portion of said card Which protrudes from said 
holder is inserted into a receiving device Without removal 
from said card holder. 
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28. The method of claim 27 including sWiping said 
portion into a sensing device without removing said card 
from said holder. 

29. The method of claim 26 including connecting said 
holder to a holder connection and said sWiping is performed 
without removing said card from said holder and without 
removing said holder from the holder connection attached to 
a user. 

30. A method of utiliZing a card having a section of 
machine readable inforrnation thereon comprising the steps 
of: 

inserting the card into a holder With said card section 
protruding from the holder; and 

grasping the holder and positioning the card section 
adjacent to a device Which senses said information. 

31. The method of claim 30 including the steps of: 

attaching the card holder to a cord secured to a retractable 

reel; 
attaching the reel to a person; 

extending the cord during said positioning step Without 
disconnecting the holder from the cord; and 

alloWing the cord to be retracted into the reel With the 
holder, carrying the card, still attached to the cord. 

32. The method of claim 30 including the step of: 

rernovably attaching the card holder to a neck lanyard; 

removing the holder from the lanyard to perform the 
positioning step; and 

reattaching the holder to the lanyard after the positioning 
step. 

33. The method of claim 30 Wherein said machine read 
able inforrnation is captured Within a magnetic stripe on the 
card, and said positioning step includes sWiping the card 
through a slot in said device so that the information on the 
stripe is sensed by the device. 

34. A method of holding a stiff rectangular card cornpris 
ing inserting a section of the card into a pocket formed by 
the Walls of a rectangular card holder With a portion of the 
card protruding from the holder, said card holder being made 
of material Which is somewhat elastic and the holder is 
dirnensioned such that said inserting requires stretching the 
holder slightly to receive and grip the card section so that the 
card cannot be inadvertently dislodged from holder. 

* * * * * 


