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PERSONAL ARTICLE HOLDER WITH INSERT 
DISPLAY 

BACKGROUND 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention generally relates to a device 
for holding personal articles such as eyeglasses and the like. 
More particularly, but not exclusively, the present invention 
relates to a device that displays personal or business infor 
mation or images and holds eyeglasses or sunglasses, pens, 
pencils or any other small object, Wherein the device may be 
attached to any surface such as appliances, furniture, com 
puters, clothing, clothing accessories and ?at surfaces such 
as automobile visors and books. 

[0003] 2. Related Art 

[0004] Many people periodically Wear eyeglasses and/or 
sunglasses. HoWever, at certain times, a Wearer of eye 
glasses or sunglasses (collectively referred to herein as 
“glasses”) may Wish to remove and store their glasses for 
short periods When the glasses are not needed. For example, 
a Wearer of sunglasses may remove them during evening 
hours When sunlight begins to fade. The Wearer may typi 
cally remove them and place them in a convenient location 
such as on the dashboard of the car, on an adjacent seat, in 
a cubbyhole or the like. These locations, While convenient, 
may subject the glasses to be susceptible to soiling, damage 
and/or loss. Consequently, there is a need for a holder of 
personal articles, including glasses, Which conveniently 
stores such items to prevent soiling, damage and/or loss. 

[0005] Many attempts to provide such a holder have been 
made, some more successful than others. For example, US. 
Pat. Nos. 6,134,753 and 5,794,312 to O’Mahony disclose 
holding devices including a clip portion for attaching the 
holding device to a desired surface and a clamping portion 
for securing the personal article or glasses. 

[0006] US. Pat. No. 5,941,487 to Keely discloses a 
retainer for holding eyeglasses that includes a retainer ring 
rotatably mounted to a clamping means. The clamping 
means secures the retainer to a desired surface, such as a 
automobile visor, While the retainer ring receives and 
secures the temple portion of a pair of eyeglasses. 

[0007] US. Pat. No. 5,975,476 to Mancinelli discloses a 
holder for securing eyeglasses to a visor including a body 
and a clip. The body receives the bridge of the eyeglasses 
With the temple bars of the glasses resting on top of the body. 
The clip is disposed on a portion of the body and forms a 
?exible clamp for securing the holder to a visor. 

[0008] US. Pat. No. 5,983,459 to Goldenberg discloses a 
clip for securing eyeglasses or sunglasses that slides onto an 
article of clothing. The clip is similar to a conventional 
money clip but has an elastic material to create a channel for 
receiving an temple of a pair of glasses. 

[0009] While these and other knoWn retainers and holders 
for glasses and other articles may provide effective havens 
for protecting such items against loss, damage or soiling, 
none of them are particularly aesthetically pleasing and none 
are designed to be customiZed With personal images or 
inserts for the oWner of the holder. 

[0010] Accordingly, it is desired to provide a personal 
article holder that may be customiZed for a particular user by 
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alloWing inserts to be displayed. Additionally it is desired to 
provide a personal article holder that may serve as an 
advertisement or other promotional item. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0011] It is an object of the present invention to overcome 
at least one of the foregoing problems by providing a 
personal article holder With insert display including an upper 
arm member hingedly connected to a loWer arm member via 
pivot mechanism and an attachment mechanism for attach 
ing the personal article holder to desired surfaces. The 
attachment mechanism may be connected to the loWer arm 
member on a side opposite the upper arm member, Wherein 
the upper arm member includes a transparent member for 
displaying provided inserts placed there behind. 

[0012] The transparent member may be removed entirely 
from the upper arm member to facilitate placement of a 
desired insert such as a photograph or business card. Alter 
natively, the transparent member may be hingedly connected 
at one end to the upper arm member to facilitate opening for 
inserting and removing pictures and other display items. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

[0013] Additional aspects, advantages and features of the 
present invention Will become apparent from the folloWing 
description in reference to the appended draWing in Which 
like reference numerals denote like elements and in Which: 

[0014] FIG. 1 illustrates a perspective vieW of a preferred 
personal article holder of the invention; 

[0015] FIGS. 2A and 2B illustrate side vieWs of a per 
sonal article holder With insert display of a preferred 
embodiment; 
[0016] FIGS. 3A and 3B illustrate perspective vieWs of 
personal article holders having alternative types of transpar 
ent members; and 

[0017] FIGS. 4A and 4B illustrate respective top and 
perspective vieWs of an example personal article holder 
securing a pair of eyeglasses. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0018] A personal article holder With insert display 
according one embodiment of the invention includes: a 
clamping body for securing the personal article and an 
attachment portion for securing the clamping body to a 
desired surface. The clamping body may generally include: 
(i) an upper arm member hingedly connected on one end to 
(ii) a loWer arm member. On an opposite, non-hinged, end 
of the upper and loWer arm members is a clasp means for 
securing the upper arm member to the loWer arm member 
betWeen closed and open positions. The upper and loWer 
arm members may each include a resilient cushion member 
that, When the clamping body is in a closed position, face 
each other to secure personal articles that have been placed 
there betWeen. 

[0019] The upper arm member includes, on a side opposite 
its respective cushion member, a transparent member that 
facilitates display of objects inserted betWeen the transparent 
member and the upper arm member. The attachment portion 
is secured to a bottom surface of the loWer arm member, 



US 2003/0088947 A1 

opposite the side of its respective cushion member, so that, 
When attached to a surface, e.g., a car visor, refrigerator, or 
other surface, the object inserted behind the transparent 
member is viewable by a person. 

[0020] FIG. 1 illustrates a perspective vieW of a personal 
article holder With insert display 10 according to a preferred 
embodiment of the invention. As shoWn, holder 10 includes 
a clamping body including upper arm 20 and loWer arm 30 
connected at one end by a pivot or hinge 40. The clamping 
body includes a space 50 betWeen the upper arm 20 and 
loWer arm 30 for securing portions of a personal article 
transverse to holder 10. An attachment portion 35 is ?xed to 
the loWer arm 30 of the clamping body so that the clamping 
body may be attached to a variety of different surfaces. 

[0021] Upper arm 20 includes transparent member 25 for 
displaying and/or protecting an insert 26, such as a photo 
graph or business card. As used herein, “transparent” means 
a material having the property of transmitting light Without 
appreciable scattering and can include clear as Well as 
colored appearance. Transparent member 25 may be a ?xed 
frame having a slot for insertion of insert 26 or may be a 
removable or opening panel as discussed further beloW in 
reference to FIGS. 3A and 3B. 

[0022] FIGS. 2A and 2B illustrate side vieWs of holder 10 
in closed and open positions respectively. LoWer arm 30 
preferably includes a latch portion 38 that serves to fasten 
holder 10 betWeen open and closed positions. As shoWn in 
FIG. 2B, latch portion 38 of loWer arm 30 extends in a 
longitudinal direction to catch and release a ribbed portion 
of upper arm 20 to serve as a clasping means. 

[0023] Holder 10 also includes cushion members 52 and 
54 for gently but securely stoWing portions of a personal 
article disposed in space 50 When holder 10 is in a closed 
position. As shoWn, upper arm 20 has cushion member 54 
disposed on a loWer or inside surface thereof. Conversely, 
loWer arm 30 has cushion member 52 disposed on an upper 
or inside surface as Well. Cushion members 52 and 54 may 
be ?xed or removably attached to respective arms 20, 30 in 
any manner for one material to be secured to another, e.g., 
snaps, adhesive, Velcro, etc. In one embodiment, cushion 
members 52 and 54 are ?xed to the interior of the upper and 
loWer arms using an adhesive. When the clamping body is 
in a closed position, cushion members 52 and 54 may abut 
against one another or be separated by a small gap for 
gripping a portion of a personal article placed there betWeen. 

[0024] Transparent member 25 may be any substantially 
transparent material suitable for providing visibility and 
protection of insert 26, such as plastic or glass. In one 
embodiment transparent member 25 is formed using a 
general purpose polystyrene (GPPS) material. 

[0025] Upper arm 20 and loWer arm 30 of the clamping 
body may be made from any material rigid enough to 
provide support for a personal article, such as rigid plastics, 
ceramics, metals, Woods or any combination thereof. In one 
embodiment, upper and loWer arms are formed in an injec 
tion mold using an ABS (Acrylonitrile-Butadience-Styrene) 
plastic material, Which may be tinted or colored to achieve 
a desired color. ABS plastics are used in preferred embodi 
ments since they possess high strength and durability mate 
rial characteristics and readily accept plating and painting to 
vary appearance and design of the device. The clamping 
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body is illustrated in an oval shape but may be formed in any 
desired shape such as a circle, a rectangle, a square, a 
trapeZoid or any other symmetrical or asymmetrical shape. 
The clamping body may be formed in any siZe, shape or 
color desired, suitable for holding personal articles. 

[0026] Pivot 40 may be any type of rotating connector 
betWeen upper arm 20 and loWer arm 30. In one embodiment 
pivot 40 comprises an axial pin disposed through holes 
formed in the injection mold plastic of the respective upper 
and loWer arms. In another embodiment, pivot 40 comprises 
divots or holes in an end of one arm (upper or loWer) and 
corresponding protrusions in the opposite arm that mate With 
the divots or holes. 

[0027] Latch portion 38 may be any type of mechanism or 
arrangement for clasping upper arm 20 and loWer arm 30 
together in a secured, or non-opening, position. In one 
embodiment, latch potion 38 is a ?exible receiving portion 
of loWer arm 30 adapted to receive a protrusion or ridge 
extending from upper arm 20 similar to the illustration in 
FIG. 2B. When doWnWard pressure (With respect to upper 
and loWer arms) is exerted on a top surface of latch portion 
38 it moves outWard thereby releasing upper arm 20. 

[0028] Cushions members 52 and 54 may be any deform 
able material suitable for securing portions of a personal 
article Without causing damage When holder 10 is in a closed 
position. In a preferred embodiment cushion members 52 
and 54 are foam inserts made of EVA (Ethylene-Vinyl 
Acetate) material that is cemented to interior portions of 
respective upper and loWer arms. 

[0029] Attachment portion 35 may be any mechanism or 
arrangement for facilitating temporary or permanent ?xation 
of clamping body to other surfaces. Examples of attachment 
portion 35 include a clip, magnet, Velcro, suction cup, 
double sided tape, etc. In one embodiment, attachment 
portion 35 is a tensioned Wire attached to loWer arm 30 
similar to, but not limited to, the examples shoWn in FIGS. 
2A and 2B. In this embodiment, holder 10 may be utiliZed 
as a bookmark by clipping a desired portion of a book 
betWeen Wire 35 and loWer arm 30. In another embodiment 
attachment portion 35 is a segment of double-sided tape (not 
shoWn) having one side adhere to the clamping body and 
readily attachable to a desired surface, such as a computer 
monitor, using the adhesive opposite side. 

[0030] FIG. 3A illustrates an embodiment of the present 
invention in Which transparent member 25 is a removable 
panel ?tting into a corresponding recess in upper arm 20. As 
shoWn in this example, panel 25 includes one or more tabs 
27 and upper arm 20 includes one or more corresponding 
recesses, slots or ridges 29 for receiving and securing tabs 
27. In this embodiment, panel 25 is preferably a ?exible 
transparent plastic so that, When panel 25 is compressed into 
a crescent shape, tabs 27 may be inserted into, or removed 
from, recesses 29. In a modi?cation of this embodiment, 
upper arm 20 may include tabs or ridges for securing edges 
of panel 25 that do not include tabs 27. 

[0031] FIG. 3B illustrates another embodiment of the 
invention in Which transparent member 25 opens to facilitate 
placement of insert 26. In this embodiment, transparent 
member 25 is a transparent plastic (rigid or ?exible) 
hingedly connected to upper arm 20 on one end, e.g., using 
hinges 28. On an opposite end of transparent member 25 is 
tab 27 for securing into slot 29. Slot 29 may include a release 
mechanism (not shoWn) for releasing and securing tab 27 of 
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transparent member 25. Hinges 28 may be any type of 
arrangement for facilitating rotation of transparent member 
27 betWeen open and closed positions. In one embodiment, 
hinges 28 are C-shaped plastic extensions of member 25 that 
rotate around corresponding axial members formed in upper 
arm 20. 

[0032] With any of the foregoing arrangements for trans 
parent member 25, a user of holder 10 may add, remove or 
replace insert 26 When desired. While transparent member 
25 is illustrated in the draWing as a rectangular shaped 
WindoW, it should be recogniZed that transparent member 
may be formed in any desired shape including, for example, 
ovals, circles, squares and any other symmetrical or asym 
metrical shape. 

[0033] FIGS. 4A and 4B illustrate top and perspective 
vieWs of holder 10 holding a personal article, for example, 
eyeglasses 60. As shoWn, temple bars 62 of eyeglasses 60 
are supported betWeen upper arm 20 and loWer arm 30 When 
holder 10 is in a closed position. Insert 26 is readily vieWable 
through transparent member 25 thus rendering a personal 
article holder that is customiZed for the user of eyeglasses 60 
displaying insert 26 of the user’s choosing. Additionally, 
although not shoWn, holder 10 serves as an effective adver 
tising and promotional medium in that an advertiser may 
distribute holder 10 With a business card or other promo 
tional information serving as insert 26. 

[0034] Unless contrary to physical possibility, the inventor 
envisions the apparatuses described herein may have the 
components of respective embodiments combined in any 
manner. 

[0035] Although there have been described preferred 
embodiments of this novel invention, many variations and 
modi?cations are possible and the embodiments described 
herein are not limited by the speci?c disclosure above, but 
rather should be limited only by the scope of the appended 
claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A personal article holder comprising: 

a clamping body having a clamping position and an open 
position and comprising an upper arm; a loWer arm 
pivotally connected at one end thereof, to a correspond 
ing end of the upper arm; and a transparent member 
disposed on an outer surface of the clamping body and 
operative to display a provided insert; and 

attachment means connected to the clamping body for 
attaching the clamping body to a desired surface. 

2. The personal article holder of claim 1 Wherein the 
clamping body further comprises a cushion member dis 
posed on opposing surfaces of each of the upper and loWer 
arms, Wherein the cushion members are operative to secure 
a personal article there betWeen When the upper and loWer 
arms are in the clamped position. 

3. The personal article holder of claim 1 Wherein the 
transparent member is operative to be displaced for adding 
and removing the provided insert. 

4. The personal article holder of claim 3 Wherein the 
transparent member comprises a ?exible transparent panel. 

5. The personal article holder of claim 3 Wherein the 
transparent member comprises a rigid transparent panel 
rotatably connected on an end thereof to the clamping body. 

6. The personal article holder of claim 3 Wherein the 
attachment means comprises one of a clip, a magnet, a 
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segment of tape, and a suction cup for attaching the clamp 
ing body to the desired surface. 

7. A holder for supporting and securing objects compris 
ing: 

an upper arm member having a ?rst cushion disposed on 
a bottom side thereof and a transparent panel for 
displaying inserts disposed on an top side thereof; 

a loWer arm member including a second cushion member, 
the loWer arm member having side thereof hingedly 
attached to a corresponding side of the upper arm 
member such that the upper and loWer arm members 
form a clamping body Whereby the ?rst and second 
cushions face one another to secure an article there 
betWeen When said upper and loWer arm members are 
in a closed position; and 

an attachment portion ?xed to a surface of the loWer arm 
member opposite the second cushion member, the 
attachment portion for attaching the holder to a desired 
surface. 

8. The holder of claim 7 Wherein said upper and loWer arm 
members are at least partially composed of an injection 
molded plastic. 

9. The holder of claim 8 Wherein the attachment portion 
comprises a tensioned Wire. 

10. The holder of claim 9 Wherein the transparent panel 
comprises a ?exible transparent plastic material having one 
or more tabs for securing the transparent panel to the upper 
arm member. 

11. The holder of claim 7 Wherein the transparent panel 
comprises a ?exible transparent plastic material having one 
or more tabs for securing the transparent panel to the upper 
arm member. 

12. The holder of claim 7 Wherein the transparent panel 
comprises a rigid transparent panel attached to said upper 
arm member. 

13. The holder of claim 12 Wherein the transparent pane 
is hingedly attached to said upper arm member. 

14. The holder of claim 7 Wherein the attachment portion 
comprises a segment of double-sided tape. 

15. The holder of claim 7 Wherein the attachment portion 
comprises a magnet. 

16. The holder of claim 7 Wherein the attachment portion 
comprises a clip. 

17. The holder of claim 7 Wherein the attachment portion 
comprises a hook. 

18. The holder of claim 7 Wherein the attachment portion 
comprises a segment of VELCRO material. 

19. A holder of personal articles comprising: 

clamping means for clamping at least a portion of a 
personal article in a secure position, the clamping 
means including clasp means for securing the clamping 
means in a clamped position and cushion means for 
gently and securely grasping the portion of the personal 
article When the clamping means is in the clamped 
position; 

clipping means for clipping the clamping means to a 
desired surface; and 

display means disposed on a surface of said clamping 
means for displaying a provided insert. 

* * * * * 


