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DRINK FLAVOURING STRAW 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

[0001] The present application is a continuation-in-part of 
patent application Ser. No. 09/284,264 ?led Jun. 7, 1999 
(incorporated herein by reference), Which is a is a national 
stage ?ling under 35 U.S.C. §371 of PCT/AU97/00680 ?led 
Oct. 10, 1997 claiming priority to Australian provisional 
patent application numbers P07164 ?led Jun. 4, 1997 and 
P02907 ?led Oct. 10, 1996. The present application also 
claims priority to Australian provisional patent application 
number PS2706 ?led May 23, 2002. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention relates generally to the addi 
tion of dissolvable agents to ?uids. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] The invention has been developed primarily for use 
in relation to the ?avouring of pre-packaged or bottled 
beverages such as milk for consumption at the point of sale, 
and Will be described With reference to this application. It 
Will be appreciated, hoWever, that the invention is not 
limited to this particular use and may be also used to provide 
?avouring to other beverages, or for the oral administration 
of dissolvable nutritional, pharmaceutical, health and energy 
enhancing agents. 

[0004] A problem With prepackaged beverages, and in 
particular With milk products sold in TETRA-PACK cartons, 
is that of hygiene. When the carton is opened, the lip is 
necessarily contacted by the hands of the user, Which may 
not have been recently cleaned. Moreover, the carton Will 
normally have been handled many times previously during 
packing, transportation and stacking on shelves. If the 
consumer then drinks directly from the lip, a hygiene 
problem is immediately apparent. 

[0005] In an attempt to address this problem, straWs are 
often used. HoWever, this is not alWays successful. Retailers 
periodically run out of stock and are unable to supply the 
straWs. In any case, the straWs themselves are often handled 
or stored in unhygienic conditions. A further problem is that 
because the retailer is not normally able to charge an 
additional price for straWs, their supply effectively reduces 
the pro?t margin. Consequently, there is no incentive for the 
retailer to supply a straW With each carton, and the consumer 
is often not mindful or suf?ciently motivated to ask. 

[0006] In order to address the particular hygiene problem 
associated With the handling of straWs, the technique of 
providing individually pre-Wrapped straWs is knoWn. HoW 
ever, these are more expensive and consequentially, there is 
even less incentive for retailers to stock and diligently 
provide them to customers. Accordingly, they have not 
found Widespread acceptance. Many of the factors outlined 
above apply not only to milk, but to many other beverages 
such as mineral Waters, cordials, carbonated beverages, 
juices, colas and the like. 

[0007] A further problem relates to stock and inventory 
control. Most ranges of milk, carbonated mineral Waters, 
cordials, and other beverages are produced in a variety of 
different ?avours. Consequently, a considerable amount of 
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valuable refrigeration space is required in retail outlets in 
order to provide adequate stocks of the full range of ?avours 
for each beverage product line. 

[0008] In order to address many of these problems, it has 
been proposed to entrap a suitable ?avouring agent Within a 
drinking straW so that as the beverage is consumed, ?avour 
ing is progressively added. In the past, several combinations 
of ?avouring agent and entrapment means have been tried. 
For instance, US. Pat. No. 4,921,713 discloses a number of 
alternatives. One such alternative is a ?avour straW incor 
porating a ?avour imparting liner Within the straW. HoWever, 
this con?guration has been found dif?cult in practice to 
manufacture. It has also been found not to provide suf?cient 
miXing betWeen the plain beverage and the ?avouring agent, 
and consequently does not adequately ?avour the drink. 

[0009] Another proposed alternative is to ?ll the body of 
a straW With granular material held betWeen a pair of sponge 
?lters. HoWever, in this case, the granular material restricts 
?uid How and the sponge ?lters are prone to clogging. Such 
dif?culties are enhanced With decreasing siZe of the granules 
because the void space betWeen the granules is reduces and 
the ?lter necessarily must be ?ner. 

[0010] These alternatives highlight tWo generally con?ict 
ing objectives Which must be overcome or reconciled. On 
the one hand adequate miXing of ?avouring into the bever 
age is required in a consistent and controlled manner. And on 
the other hand, the suction required to draW the beverage 
through the straW must not be eXcessive. 

[0011] Other variations such as US. Pat. No. 5,718,681 
display a medication delivery straW in Which the particles 
containing the active ingredient are placed into the straW and 
carried into the mouth of the user as the carrier liquid is 
consumed. A ?lter at the bottom prevents the particles from 
passing out of the straW and into the liquid under gravity 
Whilst alloWing ?uid to be sucked into the straW. HoWever, 
the ?lter is unidirectional and is not required to retain the 
particles Within the straW. Consequently, there is no control 
over the concentration or rate of delivery of the medicament. 

[0012] All of these and other similar alternatives display 
inherent shortcomings, Which have hitherto prevented their 
Widespread adoption or commercial success. 

[0013] It is an object of the present invention to overcome 
or substantially ameliorate one or more of these disadvan 
tages of the prior art, or at least to provide a useful 
alternative. 

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

[0014] Accordingly, in a ?rst aspect, the invention pro 
vides a receptacle including: 

[0015] 
[0016] a plurality of pellets of predetermined 

approximate siZe and shape containing a predeter 
mined measure of an active ingredient; and 

a generally elongate tubular body; 

[0017] ?ltration means disposed at or adjacent each 
end of the tubular body to retain the pellets substan 
tially Within the body, 

[0018] the receptacle being siZed to alloW a carrier 
liquid to be draWn therethrough by oral suction, such 
that passage of said carrier liquid through said recep 
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tacle causes the pellets to progressively dissolve, 
thereby releasing the active ingredient into the liquid 
upon consumption. 

[0019] The term “dissolved” and the like as used herein is 
intended to be construed sufficiently broadly to encompass 
the situation Where small particulate solids are carried in 
suspension. 
[0020] Preferably, the carrier liquid is an un-?avoured 
beverage, the active ingredient is a complementary pelle 
tised ?avouring agent, and the receptacle is adapted for use 
as a drinking straW for the beverage. 

[0021] Preferably, the pellets are generally spherical and 
preferably, they have a diameter of betWeen 25% and around 
75% of the internal diameter of the straW. More preferably, 
the diameter of the pellets is around 2 mm to 3 mm. 

[0022] Preferably, the pellets are formed as “nonpareil” 
pellets, Which is a term knoWn and used in the art of food 
and confectionary manufacturing to indicate a structure 
formed by building up successive layers of material. As used 
herein, the term is intended to embrace a similar meaning in 
terms of respective layers formed from ?avouring, nutri 
tional, pharmaceutical, health and energy supplements in the 
context of the invention. 

[0023] Since the pellet is formed layer by layer, the 
composition of each layer may be varied as required. Advan 
tageously, this enables the dissolution characteristics of the 
pellet to be controlled so that as it dissolves and its siZe 
gradually reduces, the shape of the pellet is retained. 

[0024] Preferably the innermost layers of the pellet con 
tain ?avouring of a greater concentration than that in the 
outermost layers. Advantageously, this increase in concen 
tration offsets the reduction in surface area of the pellet as it 
dissolves thereby imparting a relatively uniform concentra 
tion of ?avouring as consumed by the user. 

[0025] In another preferred embodiment, the pellet pro 
vides an inner ?avour band and an outer ?avour band, 
Wherein the inner band is of a different ?avour to the outer 
band. In this Way, the user consuming a beverage through the 
straW Will experience a different ?avour at the outset to that 
experienced at the end of the beverage. In a particularly 
preferred embodiment one or more mid bands of ?avours are 
added betWeen the inner and outer bands. 

[0026] In the preferred embodiment, the ?ltration means 
include an end cap retained at each end of the straW. 
Preferably, each end cap has a sieve portion and a cylindrical 
mounting portion. Preferably, the sieve portion includes 
perforations in the form of elongate slots. The elongate slots 
are preferably con?gured to be suf?ciently small to retain the 
?avouring pellets or granules Within the straW, and suf? 
ciently large to alloW relatively unimpeded passage of liquid 
through the straW. Preferably, the slots are around 1 mm in 
Width and the internal diameter of the straW is preferably 
around 8 mm. 

[0027] The sieve portion of each end cap preferably takes 
the form of an inWardly extending conical formation, to 
provide an increased surface area for the perforations, and 
hence a greater cross-sectional ?oW area for the liquid to 
pass through into the straW. 

[0028] In this Way, the invention achieves signi?cant 
advantages over the prior art in that it balances the need for 
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adequate mixing and infusion of the ?avouring agent or 
other active ingredient With acceptably loW levels of oral 
suction. Generally, the prior art provides a ?avour straW 
utilising a ?ne particle or poWder that is prone to clogging 
and requires a high level of suction. Moreover, the ?ne 
poWder Will require a similarly ?ne ?lter at the ends of the 
straW to prevent the poWder being draWn out of the straW 
and ingested un-dissolved and prematurely. This Would 
result in the beverage having excessive ?avour concentra 
tion initially, and insufficient concentration subsequently. 
Such a ?ne ?lter further restricts the ?oW of ?uid through the 
straW and is more likely to become clogged With particles. 
In addition, the irregular shape of the particles enhances 
agglomeration further reducing ?oW and retarding mixing. 

[0029] By contrast, the present invention advantageously 
provides a progressive and substantially uniform infusion of 
?avour through the entire beverage. This is achieved by 
carefully selecting the siZe, shape, surface area and con 
struction of ?avour pellet in a manner Which is complemen 
tary to and synergistic With the siZe and structure of the straW 
and the ?ltration means. 

[0030] Advantageously, this arrangement alloWs the con 
sumer to control the intensity of ?avouring delivered to a 
beverage by varying the rate at Which a liquid is draWn 
through the straW, and hence the “dWell time” (time for the 
?uid to pass through the straW) Within the straW. 

[0031] In one embodiment, the receptacle includes an 
hygienically sealed outer Wrapper adapted for removal by 
the consumer immediately prior to use. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0032] Apreferred embodiment of the invention Will noW 
be described, by Way of example only, With reference to the 
accompanying draWings. 
[0033] FIG. 1 is a perspective cutaWay vieW of a drinking 
straW according to the invention. 

[0034] FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of an end cap accord 
ing to the invention. 

[0035] FIG. 3 is an enlarged perspective vieW shoWing 
one of the nonpareil ?avour balls. 

[0036] FIG. 4 is a side vieW of an alternative form of end 
cap according to a second embodiment of the invention. 

[0037] FIG. 5 is a plan vieWs of an alternative form of end 
cap according to a second embodiment of the invention. 

PREFERRED EMBODIMENT OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0038] Referring to the draWings, the invention provides a 
?avouring receptacle 1 adapted to contain a predetermined 
measure of relatively concentrated ?avouring agent 10 for 
use With a relatively un?avoured plain beverage. Typically, 
the plain beverage is milk, prepacked in a TETRA-PACK 
type carton. It should be appreciated, hoWever, that other 
active ingredients and carrier liquids may alternatively be 
used. 

[0039] As best seen in FIG. 1, the ?avouring receptacle 1 
takes the form of an elongate tubular body 4. The tube is 
initially packaged Within a surrounding hygienically sealed 
disposable Wrapper (not shoWn). The interior volume of the 
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tube is adapted to contain a predetermined measure of the 
?avouring concentrate, appropriate for the volume of bev 
erage With Which the ?avouring receptacle is intended to be 
sold. The overall shape and proportions of the tube enable its 
use as a straW. In cases Where larger volumes of ?avouring 
are required, the tube may be formed in a longer dimension 
so that use as a straW is still feasible. 

[0040] In use, it is envisaged that the consumer Would 
purchase a carton of un?avoured beverage such as milk 
together With a desired ?avouring contained With the tubular 
receptacle or “?avour straW”. 

[0041] As shoWn in FIGS. 2 and 3, the ?avouring agent 
takes the form of a plurality of solid, generally spherical 
pellets 10. The pellets are retained Within the straW by 
?ltration means in the form of end caps 11, each including 
a sieve portion 12 and a cylindrical mounting portion 13. 
The sieves incorporate perforations, Which are suf?ciently 
small to contain the ?avouring granules, and suf?ciently 
large to alloW relatively unimpeded passage of liquid 
through the straW. The perforations are in the form of 
elongate slots 14. As seen in FIGS. 2, 4 and 5, these elongate 
slots are circumferentially spaced so as to de?ne the sieve 
portion of the end cap. The difference in shape of the 
elongate slots and generally spherical pellets advanta 
geously prevents the pellets from clogging the slots as they 
dissolve. Rather, When the pellets dissolve to a predeter 
mined suitably small diameter, they are able to pass through 
the slots and out of the straW and safely be ingested by the 
consumer. This prevents blocking of the sieve as Would 
occur With a foam and ?ner gauge ?lters. Accordingly, ?uid 
How is maintained at all times, While premature consump 
tion of coarse ?avouring particles is avoided. 

[0042] As best seen in FIGS. 2, 4 and 5, the sieve portions 
of the end caps 11 are generally conical in shape to provide 
a larger surface area relative to ?at end caps of comparable 
diameter. The larger surface area alloWs a larger number 
and/or siZe of slots, so as to increase the effective cross 
sectional ?oW area for the liquid to pass through, Which 
helps to reduce the required oral suction pressure. The end 
caps may also include additional ?ltration elements, layers 
or materials as required. The cylindrical mounting portion 
13 of each end cap includes a plurality of circumferentially 
spaced, longitudinal ridges 15 to engage the inner-bore of 
the straW, so as to ensure contact at more than one point 
betWeen the straW bore and the end cap, and thereby 
facilitate the bonding of the end cap Within the straW. 

[0043] The straW itself is a cylindrical extrusion, ideally of 
food grade polypropylene, cut into predetermined lengths. 
The end-caps are also formed from the same food grade 
polypropylene so that the caps and straW may be Welded 
together, either by ultra-sonic, thermal or other methods of 
plastic Welding. In this Way, the end caps and straW become 
a homogenous unit and the likelihood of an end cap disen 
gaging from the straW and being ingested by the user is 
eliminated. The plastic is also transparent to enable the user 
to visually monitor the inside of the straW. It Will be 
appreciated, hoWever, that Waxed paper or any other suitable 
material may be used to form the straW and that the end-caps 
may be retained in place by other means such as interference 
?t, a suitable adhesive, heat shrinkage, or suitable combi 
nations of these and other methods. 

[0044] The concentration of ?avouring in the ?uid exiting 
the straW is dependant on: the siZe, shape and number of 
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pellets used in the straW, the “dWell time” Within the straW, 
the concentration of the ?avouring used to make the pellet 
and the dissolution rate of each pellet. 

[0045] The spherical shape not only provides a predicable 
and steady rate of dissolution, it also enhances the How 
characteristics of the pellets in bulk form in order to facili 
tate ?lling of the straW during production. Furthermore, the 
spherical shape is resistant to crushing and fragmentation 
thereby reducing the amount of poWder in the straW, Which 
may prematurely dissolve and/or be ingested by the user. 

[0046] The pellets are siZed so as to be complementary 
With respect to the diameter of the straW. Generally, the 
pellets have a diameter betWeen 25% and 75% of the 
diameter of the straW and preferably no smaller than one 
third the straW diameter. Typically, the tube has a bore of 
around 8 mm and the diameter of the pellets is betWeen 2-3 
mm. Typically, the end-caps are placed 170 mm apart and 
around 4 grams of pellets are captively retained Within the 
straW. The slots in the end caps are typically 1 mm in Width. 
It has been found through painstaking development and 
testing that With this combination, the pellets have appro 
priate combined surface area to ensure adequate ?avour 
infusion, and are retained until substantially dissolved. In an 
alternative embodiment, hoWever, the pellets may be non 
spherical, for eXample in tablet or capsule form. 

[0047] The siZe of the pellets not only alters surface area 
but also affects the dWell time of the ?uid Within the straW. 
Large pellets Will provide looser packing giving larger 
spaces betWeen the pellets and a more direct route for ?uid 
passing through the straW. Accordingly, larger pellets result 
in a reduced dWell time and increased ?oW rate for a given 
suction. HoWever, if the pellets are made too large With 
respect to the diameter of the straW, they can block the 
passage substantially or completely, or provide in adequate 
surface area. 

[0048] TWo other important factors effecting the eXit con 
centration of ?uid are the concentration of the ?avouring 
agent Within the pellets and the dissolution rate of the pellet 
itself. A highly concentrated pellet Will impart a higher 
concentration of ?avour to the carrier liquid. Similarly, a 
pellet, Which dissolves more readily, Will also provide a 
higher eXit concentration of ?avouring, all other variables 
being equal. In this respect, the straW is intended to be a 
disposable, one use item. The dissolution rate of the pellets 
is selected to match a particular volume of milk or other 
beverage, such that once that volume of milk has passed 
through the straW, the pellets have dissolved completely or 
to such an eXtent that they are small enough to pass through 
the slots and eXit the straW. At this stage, the transparent Wall 
of the straW Will alloW the user to identify that the straW is 
devoid of ?avouring pellets and ready to be discarded. The 
spherical pellets of the invention are ideally in the form of 
nonpareil balls, Which enables close control of the above 
variables in comparison to other shapes and methods of 
manufacture. 

[0049] Nonpareil balls are formed by building up a plu 
rality of layers on a “seed”. Typically, this seed Will be a 
sugar crystal. HoWever, any other suitable nuclei may be 
used. Nonpareil pellet formation alloWs the siZe of the pellet 
to be controlled and ensures that shape is generally spheri 
cal. Furthermore, the composition of the pellet can be 
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adjusted layer by layer. Layers of ?avouring, sweetener or 
sugar, colouring and starch can be alternated in any order, as 
required. 

[0050] This enables ?avour concentration, sWeetness and 
dissolution rate to be varied throughout the cross section of 
the ball. For instance, by providing a ball With a high 
concentration of ?avouring in the centre, uniform milk 
?avouring can be achieved as the ball reduces in siZe and its 
surface area is diminished. 

[0051] Flavours may also be mixed or changed so that one 
?avour is added to the beverage initially, and is subsequently 
replaced by another ?avour as the pellets dissolve. The 
change in ?avour may be accompanied by a change in 
colouring of the pellets and the user may identify this change 
through the transparent or translucent side Wall of the straW. 
Arti?cial sWeetener may also be used to sWeeten the bev 
erage or carrier liquid as it passes through the straW. 

[0052] Although the invention has been developed prima 
rily for use in relation to ?avoured milk, it is obviously 
applicable to other forms of ?avoured drinks such as soy 
milk, mineral and carbonated Waters, sodas, soft drinks, 
milkshakes, cordials, juices, alcoholic beverages, and the 
like. It may also be applied to hot beverages such as tea, 
coffee, hot chocolate, etc. 

[0053] In addition, While the invention has been described 
primarily With reference to adding ?avouring to a beverage, 
it Will be appreciated that sWeeteners, vitamin supplements, 
nutritional, herbal, pharmaceutical, health and energy addi 
tives may equally be applied. In such cases, the transparent 
sideWalls of the straW are particularly advantageous for 
assessing that the correct dosage of the agent has been 
administered. This may be indicated by an empty straW or, 
as an encouragement to children reluctant to ingest the 
agent, a visible colour and/or ?avour change in the pellets. 

[0054] Advantageously, the invention provides the user 
With a degree of control over the intensity of the ?avouring, 
according to the rate at Which the beverage is sucked 
through, and hence the dWell time of the liquid Within, the 
straW. It has also been found that by only partially ?lling the 
straW With ?avouring granules, the resultant free space 
provides for enhanced agitation of the granules and hence 
improved mixing. This in turn results in a more uniform 
distribution of ?avouring Within the beverage as the agitated 
granules perform a stirring function. 

[0055] Additionally, because the primary forms of the 
invention contemplate the supply of a ?avour straW together 
With a prepackaged beverage to the consumer, many of the 
hygiene problems previously associated With this form of 
packaging are avoided. Furthermore, by permitting the sale 
of a relatively inexpensive un?avoured beverage together 
With an effective ?avouring agent integrated With a straW, it 
is envisaged that retailers Will be able to achieve substan 
tially enhanced pro?t margins over the current form of sale 
of both ?avoured and un?avoured beverages, and particu 
larly milk. Further, the consumer can be provided With a 
greater variety of ?avour selection, optionally involving the 
combination of a number of different ?avours, and the 
possibility of applying the ?avouring at any desired con 
centration. Also, because the ?avouring component of the 
beverage Will normally have a longer shelf life, particularly 
in the case of milk, if any unused product needs to be 
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discarded, Wastage of the ?avouring component at least can 
be avoided. Also, because the retailer can stock a relatively 
large number of plain beverages in the valuable fridge space, 
With the ?avouring receptacles stored elseWhere, stock and 
inventory control is greatly simpli?ed. The invention is also 
particularly advantageous in the administration of soluble 
oral pharmaceuticals and other medical treatments to young 
children and the elderly, Who often have difficulty sWalloW 
ing such medicaments in conventional tablet or capsule 
form. In all these respects, the invention represents a com 
mercially signi?cant improvement over the prior art. 

[0056] Although the invention has been described With 
reference to speci?c examples, it Will be appreciated by 
those skilled in the art that the invention may be embodied 
in many other forms. 

1. A receptacle including: 

a generally elongate tubular body; 

a plurality of pellets of a predetermined siZe and shape 
containing a predetermined measure of active ingredi 
ent; and 

?ltration means disposed at or adjacent each end of the 
tubular body to retain the pellets substantially Within 
the body, 

the receptacle being siZed to alloW a carrier liquid to be 
draWn therethrough, such that passage of the carrier 
liquid through the receptacle causes the pellets to 
progressively dissolve, thereby releasing the active 
ingredient into the beverage upon consumption. 

2. The receptacle according to claim 1, Wherein the carrier 
liquid is an un-?avoured beverage. 

3. The receptacle according to claim 1, Wherein the active 
ingredient includes a ?avouring agent. 

4. The receptacle according to claim 1, being adapted for 
use as a drinking straW. 

5. The receptacle according to claim 1, Wherein the pellets 
are generally spherical. 

6. The receptacle according to claim 5, Wherein the pellets 
have an average diameter of 25% and around 75% of the 
internal diameter of the tubular body. 

7. The receptacle according to claim 5, Wherein the pellets 
have an average diameter of betWeen 2 mm and around 3 
mm. 

8. The receptacle according to claim 6, Wherein the pellets 
have an average diameter of betWeen 2 mm and around 3 
mm. 

9. The receptacle according to claim 1, Wherein the 
?ltration means include an end cap retained at each end of 
the body. 

10. The receptacle according to claim 9, Wherein each of 
said end caps includes a sieve portion. 

11. The receptacle according to claim 9, Wherein each of 
said end caps includes a generally cylindrical mounting 
portion. 

12. The receptacle according to claim 10, Wherein each of 
said end caps includes a generally cylindrical mounting 
portion. 

13. The receptacle according to claim 10, Wherein the 
sieve portion includes perforations in the form of elongate 
slots. 
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14. The receptacle according to claim 13, Wherein the 
elongate slots are con?gured to be suf?ciently small to retain 
the ?avouring granules Within the body. 

15. The receptacle according to claim 13, Wherein the 
elongate slots are con?gured to be suf?ciently large to alloW 
relatively unimpeded passage of liquid through the body. 

16. The receptacle according to claim 13, Wherein the 
slots are around 1 mm in Width. 

17. The receptacle according to claim 13, Wherein the 
sieve portion is generally in the form of an inWardly eXtend 
ing conical formation, so as to increase available surface 
area for incorporation of the slots, and thereby increase 
effective cross-sectional ?oW area. 

18. The receptacle according to claim 1, Wherein the 
internal diameter of the body is around 8 mm. 

19. The receptacle according to claim 1, Wherein the 
pellets are formed predominantly as nonpareil pellets, each 
having a plurality of generally concentric layers. 

20. The receptacle according to claim 19, Wherein the 
composition of at least one of the layers is different to the 
composition of other layers. 

21. The receptacle according to claim 19, Wherein the 
dissolution characteristics of the pellets are predetermined 
such that the general shape of the pellets are substantially 
retained as they dissolve and reduce in siZe. 

22. The receptacle according to claim 19, Wherein the 
inner layers of at least some of said pellets contain ?avour 
ing of a greater concentration than that in the outer layers. 
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23. The receptacle according to claim 22, Wherein the 
relative increase in concentration is determined so as sub 
stantially to offset a reduction in surface area of the pellets 
as they dissolves, thereby imparting a relatively uniform 
concentration of ?avouring. 

24. The receptacle according to claim 1, Wherein the pellet 
provides an inner ?avour band and an outer ?avour band, 
Wherein the inner band is of a different ?avour to the outer 
band. 

25. The receptacle according to claim 24, Wherein one or 
more mid bands of ?avours are added betWeen the inner and 
outer bands. 

26. The receptacle according to claim 1, Wherein a con 
sumer can control the intensity of ?avouring delivered to a 
beverage by varying the rate at Which the carrier liquid is 
draWn through the body, and hence the varying the liquid 
dWell time Within the body. 

27. The receptacle according to claim 1, Wherein the 
active ingredient includes any one or more ingredients 
selected from the group comprising: sWeeteners, ?avouring 
agents, colouring agents, viscosity modi?ers, vitamin 
supplements, minerals, pharmaceuticals, herbal extracts, 
nutritional supplements and energy enhancing additives. 

28. The receptacle according to claim 1, including a 
hygienically sealed outer Wrapper adapted for removal by a 
consumer immediately prior to use. 

* * * * * 


