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(57) ABSTRACT 

Atissue sheet is made using a modi?ed Wet pressing process 
employing an integrally sealed air press. After initial for 
mation and conventional vacuum deWatering; the Wet Web 
may be conformed to the surface contour of a relatively 
coarse fabric to give the Web a textured surface. By creating 
a pressure differential across the Web; the air press noncom 
pressively deWaters the Wet Web to a consistency of about 30 
to about 40 percent prior to a heated drying cylinder. The 
Web may be dried to substantially preserve its three-dimen 
sional; throughdried-like texture. The process provides a 
Web having an exceptionally high degree of bulk and 
absorbency not expected in Wet-pressed products. 



Patent Application Publication Apr. 17, 2003 Sheet 1 0f 9 US 2003/0070781 A1 

FIG. 1 



Patent Application Publication Apr. 17, 2003 Sheet 2 0f 9 

--w 

°\'TJ 
20 

US 2003/0070781 A1 

38 

FIG. 2 

11. 



Patent Application Publication Apr. 17, 2003 Sheet 3 0f 9 US 2003/0070781 A1 



Patent Application Publication Apr. 17, 2003 Sheet 4 0f 9 US 2003/0070781 A1 

[211 212\ 

O 0 

T 
E o o q 

.‘2' 
O O u. 

r’ L. 

200 
210 i m 

211 



Patent Application Publication Apr. 17, 2003 Sheet 5 0f 9 US 2003/0070781 A1 

284 280 



Patent Application Publication Apr. 17, 2003 Sheet 6 0f 9 US 2003/0070781 A1 

215V“ 

L. 
200 

[211 Fr“ ‘Tn 

g? 6 



Patent Application Publication Apr. 17, 2003 Sheet 7 0f 9 US 2003/0070781 Al 

N. .01 



Patent Application Publication Apr. 17, 2003 Sheet 8 0f 9 US 2003/0070781 A1 



Patent Application Publication Apr. 17, 2003 Sheet 9 0f 9 US 2003/0070781 A1 

p262 

~272 

(206 

“Q ' 321 323 208 

330 332 322 
1_\\ \ \ \ \ \ 



US 2003/0070781 A1 

METHOD FOR MAKING TISSUE SHEETS ON A 
MODIFIED CONVENTIONAL 

CRESCENT-FORMER TISSUE MACHINE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates generally to methods 
for making paper products. More particularly, the invention 
concerns methods for making cellulosic Webs having high 
bulk and absorbency on a modi?ed conventional Wet 
pressed machine. 

[0002] There are generally tWo different methods for mak 
ing the base sheets for paper products such as paper toWels, 
napkins, tissue, Wipes and the like. These methods are 
commonly referred to as Wet-pressing and throughdrying. 
While the tWo methods may be the same at the front end and 
back end of the process, they differ signi?cantly in the 
manner in Which Water is removed from the Wet Web after 
its initial formation. 

[0003] More speci?cally, in the Wet-pressing method, the 
neWly-formed Wet Web is typically transferred onto a paper 
making felt and thereafter pressed against the surface of a 
steam-heated Yankee dryer While it is still supported by the 
felt. As the Web is transferred to the surface of the Yankee 
dryer, Water is expressed from the Web and is absorbed by 
the felt. The deWatered Web, typically having a consistency 
of about 40 percent, is then dried While on the hot surface of 
the Yankee dryer. The Web is then creped to soften it and 
provide stretch to the resulting tissue sheet. A disadvantage 
of Wet pressing is that the pressing step densi?es the Web, 
thereby decreasing the bulk and absorbency of the tissue 
sheet. The subsequent creping step only partially restores 
these desirable sheet properties. 

[0004] In the throughdrying method, the neWly-formed 
Web is ?rst deWatered using vacuum and then transferred to 
a relatively porous fabric and non-compressively dried by 
passing hot air through the Web. The resulting Web can then 
be transferred to a Yankee dryer for creping. Because the 
Web is substantially dry When transferred to the Yankee 
dryer, the density of the Web is not signi?cantly increased by 
the transfer. Also, the density of a throughdried tissue sheet 
is relatively loW by nature because the Web is dried While 
supported on the throughdrying fabric. The disadvantages of 
the throughdrying method are the relatively high operational 
energy costs and the capital costs associated With the 
throughdryers. 

[0005] Because the vast majority of existing tissue 
machines utiliZe the older Wet-pressing method, it is of 
particular importance that manufacturers ?nd Ways to 
modify existing Wet-pressed machines to produce the con 
sumer-preferred loW-density products Without expensive 
modi?cations to the existing machines. Of course, it is 
possible to re-build Wet-pressed machines to throughdried 
con?gurations, but this is usually prohibitively expensive. 
Many complicated and expensive changes are necessary to 
accommodate the throughdryers and associated equipment. 
In addition, the length of a through-air dried tissue machine 
is greater, requiring a building addition or modi?cation. In 
some locations, building modi?cations are not practical or 
possible, or prohibitively expensive because of the interfer 
ence With other existing equipment or limited area available 
on the site. Accordingly, there has been great interest in 
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?nding Ways to modify existing Wet-pressed machines With 
out signi?cantly altering the machine design. 

[0006] As a speci?c example, an approach to modifying a 
crescent-former tissue machine is particularly desirable, as 
there are many existing crescent-former tissue machines that 
could bene?t from the consumer-preferred loW-density 
products that can be made With the improved process. Many 
older crescent-former tissue machines Were provided With a 
loWer felt run that could be easily adapted to serve as an 
additional fabric run required for certain embodiments of 
this invention. This invention discloses a simple method for 
modifying a crescent-former tissue machine. 

[0007] One simple approach to modifying a Wet-pressed 
machine to produce softer, bulkier tissue is described in US. 
Pat. No. 5,230,776 issued Jul. 27, 1993 to Andersson et al. 
The patent discloses replacing the felt With a perforated belt 
of Wire type and sandWiching the Web betWeen the forming 
Wire and this perforated belt up to the press roll. The patent 
also appears to disclose additional deWatering means, such 
as a steam bloWing tube, a bloWing noZZle, and/or a separate 
press felt, that may be placed Within the range of the 
sandWich structure in order to further increase the dry solids 
content before the Yankee dryer. These extra drying devices 
are said to permit the machine to run at speeds at least 
substantially equivalent to the speed of throughdrying 
machines. 

[0008] It is important to reduce the moisture content of the 
Web coming onto the Yankee dryer, to maintain machine 
speed and to prevent blistering or lack of adhesion of the 
Web. Referring to US. Pat. No. 5,230,776, the use of a 
separate press felt, hoWever, tends to densify the Web in the 
same manner as a conventional Wet-pressed machine. The 

densi?cation resulting from a separate press felt Would thus 
negatively impacting the bulk and absorbency of the Web. 

[0009] Further, jets of air for deWatering the Web are not 
per se effective in terms of Water removal or energy ef? 
ciency. BloWing air on the sheet for drying is Well knoWn in 
the art and used in the hoods of Yankee dryers for convective 
drying. In a Yankee dryer hood, hoWever, the vast majority 
of the air from the jets does not penetrate the Web. Thus, if 
not heated to high temperatures, most of the air Would be 
Wasted and not effectively used to remove Water. In Yankee 
dryer hoods, the air is heated to as high as 900 degrees 
Fahrenheit and high residence times are alloWed in order to 
effectuate drying. 

[0010] Thus, What is lacking and needed in the art is a 
practical method for making tissue sheets having high bulk 
and absorbency comparable to throughdried sheets on a 
modi?ed, conventional Wet-pressed machine. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0011] It has noW been discovered that a Wet-pressed 
tissue can be made having bulk and absorbency properties 
equivalent to those of comparable throughdried products, 
While maintaining reasonable machine productivity. More 
particularly, Wet-pressed cellulosic Webs can be made by 
vacuum deWatering a Wet Web up to approximately 30 
percent consistency, then using an integrally sealed air press 
to noncompressively deWater the sheet to 30 to 40 percent 
consistency. The Wet Web is desirably then transferred to a 
“molding” fabric substituted for the conventional Wet-press 
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ing felt in order to impart more contour or three-dimension 
ality to the Wet Web. The Wet Web is preferably thereafter 
pressed against the Yankee dryer While supported by the 
molding fabric and dried. The resulting product has excep 
tional Wet bulk and absorbency exceeding that of conven 
tional Wet-pressed toWels and tissue and equal to that of 
presently available throughdried products. 

[0012] As used herein, “noncompressive deWatering” and 
“noncompressive drying” refer to deWatering or drying 
methods, respectively, for removing Water from cellulosic 
Webs that do not involve compressive nips or other steps 
causing signi?cant densi?cation or compression of a portion 
of the Web during the drying or deWatering process. 

[0013] The Wet Web is Wet-molded in the process to 
improve the three-dimensionality and absorbent properties 
of the Web. As used herein, “Wet-molded” tissue sheets are 
those Which are conformed to the surface contour of a 
molding fabric While at a consistency of about 30 to about 
40 percent and then dried by thermal conductive drying 
means, such as a heated drying cylinder, as opposed to other 
drying means such as a throughdryer, before optional addi 
tional drying means. 

[0014] The “molding fabrics” suitable for purposes of this 
invention include, Without limitation, those papermaking 
fabrics Which exhibit signi?cant open area or three-dimen 
sional surface contour suf?cient to impart greater Z-direc 
tional de?ection of the Web. Such fabrics include single 
layer, multi-layer, or composite permeable structures. 
Preferred fabrics have at least some of the folloWing char 
acteristics: (1) On the side of the molding fabric that is in 
contact With the Wet Web (the top side), the number of 
machine direction (MD) strands per inch (mesh) is from 10 
to 200 (3.94 to 78.74 per centimeter) and the number of 
cross-machine direction (CD) strands per inch (count) is also 
from 10 to 200 (3.94 to 78.74 per centimeter). The strand 
diameter is typically smaller than 0.050 inch (1.27 mm); (2) 
On the top side, the distance betWeen the highest point of the 
MD knuckle and the highest point of the CD knuckle is from 
about 0.001 to about 0.02 or 0.03 inch (0.025 mm to about 
0.508 mm or 0.762 In betWeen these tWo levels, there 
can be knuckles formed either by MD or CD strands that 
give the topography a 3-dimensional hill/valley appearance 
Which is imparted to the sheet during the Wet molding step; 
(3) On the top side, the length of the MD knuckles is equal 
to or longer than the length of the CD knuckles; (4) If the 
fabric is made in a multi-layer construction, it is preferred 
that the bottom layer is of a ?ner mesh than the top layer so 
as to control the depth of Web penetration and to maximize 
?ber retention; and, (5) The fabric may be made to shoW 
certain geometric patterns that are pleasing to the eye, Which 
typically repeat betWeen every 2 to 50 Warp yarns. 

[0015] Hence, in one aspect, the invention resides in a 
method for making a cellulosic Web, comprising: (a) depos 
iting an aqueous suspension of papermaking ?bers betWeen 
an endless ?rst fabric and an endless second fabric to form 
a Wet Web Wherein the Wet Web is sandWiched betWeen the 
?rst and second fabrics; (b) deWatering the Wet Web to a 
consistency of about 30 percent or greater using a noncom 
pressive deWatering device that is adapted to cause a pres 
suriZed ?uid at about 5 pounds per square inch gauge or 
greater to How substantially through the Web due to an 
integral seal formed With the Wet Web; (c) pressing the 
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deWatered Wet Web against the surface of a heated drying 
cylinder to at least partially dry the deWatered Wet Web; and, 
(d) drying the deWatered Wet Web to a ?nal dryness. 

[0016] In another aspect, the invention resides in a method 
for making a cellulosic Web, comprising: (a) depositing an 
aqueous suspension of papermaking ?bers betWeen an end 
less ?rst fabric and an endless second fabric to form a Wet 
Web Wherein the Wet Web is sandWiched betWeen the ?rst 
and second fabrics; (b) deWatering the Wet Web to a con 
sistency of about 10 to about 30 percent; (c) supplementally 
deWatering the Wet Web to a consistency of about 30 to about 
40 percent using an air press that is adapted to cause a 
pressuriZed ?uid at about 5 pounds per square inch gauge or 
greater to How substantially through the Wet Web due to an 
integral seal formed betWeen an air plenum and a collection 
device to give the deWatered Wet Web a bulk of about 8 cubic 
centimeter per gram or greater; (d) pressing the deWatered 
Wet Web against the surface of a heated drying cylinder With 
a fabric to preserve the bulk of about 8 cubic centimeter per 
gram or greater; and, (e) drying the deWatered Wet Web to a 
?nal dryness. 

[0017] In another aspect, the invention resides in a method 
for making a cellulosic Web, comprising: (a) depositing an 
aqueous suspension of papermaking ?bers betWeen an end 
less ?rst fabric and an endless second fabric to form a Wet 
Web Wherein the Wet Web is sandWiched betWeen the ?rst 
and second fabrics; (b) passing the Wet Web sandWiched 
betWeen the ?rst and second fabrics betWeen an air plenum 
and a collection device With the second fabric disposed 
betWeen the Wet Web and the collection device, the air 
plenum and collection device being operatively associated 
and adapted to create a pressure differential across the Wet 
Web of about 30 inches of mercury or greater and a stream 
of pressuriZed ?uid through the Wet Web of about 10 
standard cubic feet per minute per square inch or greater; c) 
deWatering the Wet Web using the stream of pressuriZed ?uid 
to a consistency of about 30 percent or greater; (d) pressing 
the deWatered Wet Web against the surface of a heated drying 
cylinder With,the second fabric; and (e) drying the deWatered 
Wet Web to a ?nal dryness. 

[0018] In another aspect, the invention resides in a method 
of modifying a conventional crescent-former tissue machine 
having at least one felt and compressive deWatering devices, 
comprising: (a) replacing at least one felt With at least one 
fabric; and, (b) replacing compressive deWatering devices 
With non-thermal, noncompressive deWatering devices. 
Crescent-forming processing and equipment are discussed 
in US. Pat. No. 3,224,928 issued to Lee et al. on Dec. 21, 
1965 and incorporated herein by reference. 

[0019] In another aspect, the invention resides in a method 
for making a cellulosic Web, comprising the steps of: (a) 
depositing an aqueous suspension of papermaking ?bers 
betWeen an endless ?rst fabric and an endless second fabric 
to form a Wet Web; (b) deWatering the Wet Web to a 
consistency to about 10 percent or greater using a combi 
nation of centrifugal force and fabric tension around the 
forming roll; (c) using a non-compressive deWatering device 
that is adapted to cause a pressuriZed ?uid at about 5 pounds 
per square inch gauge or greater to How substantially 
through the Wet Web due to an integral seal formed With the 
Wet Web; (d) transferring the Wet Web back to or retaining on 
the second fabric; (e) pressing the deWatered Wet Web 
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against the surface of a heated drying cylinder to at least 
partially dry the Wet Web; and, drying the Wet Web to a 
?nal dryness. 

[0020] In another aspect, the invention resides in a method 
for making a cellulosic Web, comprising the steps of: (a) 
depositing an aqueous suspension of papermaking ?bers 
betWeen an endless ?rst fabric and an endless second fabric 
to form a Wet Web; (b) deWatering the Wet Web to a 
consistency to about 10 percent or greater using a combi 
nation of centrifugal force and fabric tension around a 
forming roll; (c) further deWatering the Wet Web to a 
consistency of 10 to about 30 percent; (d) supplementally 
deWatering the Wet Web to a consistency of about 30 to about 
40 percent using an air press that is adapted to cause a 
pressuriZed ?uid at about 5 pounds per square inch gauge or 
greater to How substantially through the Wet Web due to an 
integral seal formed betWeen an air plenum and a collection 
device; (e) transferring the Wet Web back to or retaining on 
the second fabric; pressing the deWatered Wet Web 
against the surface of a heated drying cylinder to at least 
partially dry the Wet Web; and, (g) drying the Wet Web to a 
?nal dryness. 

[0021] In another aspect, the invention resides in a method 
for making a cellulosic Web, comprising the steps of: (a) 
depositing an aqueous suspension of papermaking ?bers 
betWeen an endless ?rst fabric and an endless second fabric 
to form a Wet Web; (b) deWatering the Wet Web to a 
consistency of about 10 to about 30 percent; (c) supplemen 
tally deWatering the Web to a consistency of about 30 to 
about 40 percent using an air press that is adapted to cause 
a pressuriZed ?uid at about 5 pounds per square inch gauge 
or greater to How substantially through the Wet Web due to 
an integral seal formed betWeen an air plenum and a 
collection device; (d) transferring the Wet Web back to or 
retaining on the second fabric to give the Wet Web a bulk of 
about 8 cubic centimeter per gram or greater; (e) pressing the 
deWatered Wet Web against the surface of a heated drying 
cylinder With a fabric to preserve the bulk of about 8 cubic 
centimeter per gram or greater; and, drying the Wet Web 
to a ?nal dryness. 

[0022] In yet another aspect, the invention resides in a 
method for making a cellulosic Web, comprising the steps of: 
(a) depositing an aqueous suspension of papermaking ?bers 
betWeen an endless ?rst fabric and an endless second fabric 
to form a Wet Web Wherein at least one of the endless fabrics 
is a three-dimensional molding fabric; (b) passing the ?rst 
and second fabrics With the Wet Web sandWiched thereWithin 
betWeen an air plenum and a collection device With the three 
dimensional molding fabric disposed betWeen the Wet Web 
and the collection device, the air plenum and the collection 
device being operatively associated and adapted to create a 
pressure differential across the Wet Web of about 30 inches 
of mercury or greater and a stream of pressuriZed ?uid 
through the Wet Web of about 10 standard cubic feet per 
minute per square inch or greater; (d) deWatering the Wet 
Web using the stream of pressuriZed ?uid to a consistency of 
about 30 percent or greater; (e) pressing the deWatered Wet 
Web against the surface of a heated drying cylinder With a 
fabric; and, drying the Wet Web to a ?nal dryness. 

[0023] The term “?rst fabric” is used herein to refer to any 
fabric used in tissue making as described herein or knoWn in 
the art, including, but not limited to, forming, molding, and 
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other support fabrics used in making tissue. HoWever, the 
?rst fabric is preferably a forming fabric. The term “second 
fabric” is used herein to refer to any fabric used in tissue 
making as described herein or knoWn in the art, including, 
but not limited to, forming, molding, and other support 
fabrics used in making tissue. HoWever, the second fabric is 
preferably a molding fabric as described herein. Where the 
second fabric is a molding fabric, the resulting Web is a 
molded Web. The term “support fabric” is used herein to 
refer to any fabric used in tissue making as described herein 
or knoWn in the art, including, but not limited to, forming, 
molding, or any other fabric used in making tissue. 

[0024] The terms “integral seal” and “integrally sealed” 
are used herein to refer to: the relationship betWeen the air 
plenum and the Wet Web Where the air plenum is operatively 
associated and in indirect contact With the Web such that 
about 85 percent or greater of the air fed to the air plenum 
?oWs through the Web When the air plenum is operated at a 
pressure differential across the Web of about 30 inches of 
mercury or greater; and, the relationship betWeen the air 
plenum and the collection device Where the air plenum is 
operatively associated and in indirect contact With the Web 
and the collection device such that about 85 percent or 
greater of the air fed to the air plenum ?oWs through the Web 
into the collection device When the air plenum and collection 
device are operated at a pressure differential across the Web 
of about 30 inches of mercury or greater. 

[0025] The air press is able to deWater the Wet Web to very 
high consistencies due in large part to the high pressure 
differential established across the Web and the resulting air 
?oW through the Web. In particular embodiments, for 
eXample, the air press can increase the consistency of the 
Wet Web by about 3 percent or greater, particularly about 5 
percent or greater, such as from about 5 to about 20 percent, 
more particularly about 7 percent or greater, and more 
particularly still about 7 percent or greater, such as from 
about 7 to 20 percent. Thus, the consistency of the Wet Web 
upon exiting the air press may be about 25 percent or greater, 
about 26 percent or greater, about 27 percent or greater, 
about 28 percent or greater, about 29 percent or greater, and 
is desirably about 30 percent or greater, particularly about 31 
percent or greater, more particularly about 32 percent or 
greater, such as from about 32 to about 42 percent, more 
particularly about 33 percent or greater, even more particu 
larly about 34 percent or greater, such as from about 34 to 
about 42 percent, and still more particularly about 35 percent 
or greater. 

[0026] By adding the integrally sealed air press deWater 
ing step to the process, considerable improvements over the 
previously described eXisting processes can be achieved. 
First, and most importantly, a high enough consistency is 
achieved so that the process can operate at industrially 
useful speeds. As used herein, “high-speed operation” or 
“industrially useful speed” for a tissue machine refers to a 
machine speed at least as great as any one of the folloWing 
values or ranges, in feet per minute: 1,000; 1,500; 2,000; 
2,500; 3,000; 3,500; 4,000; 4,500; 5,000, 5,500; 6,000; 
6,500; 7,000; 8,000; 9,000; 10,000, and a range having an 
upper and a loWer limit of any of the above listed values. 
Further, molding the sheet at high consistencies signi?cantly 
improves the ability of the sheet to retain its three-dimen 
sionality and thus also signi?cantly improves the resulting 
caliper of the sheet. As used herein, the term “textured” or 
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“three-dimensional” as applied to the surface of a fabric, 
felt, or uncalendered paper Web, indicates that the surface is 
not substantially smooth and coplanar. Additionally, the 
present machine con?guration is amenable to incorporating 
a rush transfer step, Which again results in a signi?cant 
increase in bulk and absorbency relative to the existing Wet 
pressing processes. 

[0027] Optional steam shoWers or the like may be 
employed before the air press to increase the post air press 
consistency and/or to modify the cross-machine direction 
moisture pro?le of the Web. Furthermore, higher consisten 
cies may be achieved When machine speeds are relatively 
loW and the dWell time in the air press is relatively high. 

[0028] The pressure differential across the Wet Web pro 
vided by the air press may be about 25 inches of mercury or 
greater, such as from about 25 to about 120 inches of 
mercury, particularly about 35 inches of mercury or greater, 
such as from about 35 to about 60 inches of mercury, and 
more particularly from about 40 to about 50 inches of 
mercury. This may be achieved in part by an air plenum of 
the air press maintaining a ?uid pressure on one side of the 
Wet Web of greater than 0 to about 60 pounds per square inch 
gauge (psig), particularly greater than 0 to about 30 psig, 
more particularly about 5 psig or greater, such as about 5 to 
about 30 psig, and more particularly still from about 5 to 
about 20 psig. The collection device of the air press desir 
ably functions as a vacuum box operating at 0 to about 29 
inches of mercury vacuum, particularly 0 to about 25 inches 
of mercury vacuum, particularly greater than 0 to about 25 
inches of mercury vacuum, and more particularly from about 
10 to about 20 inches of mercury vacuum, such as about 15 
inches of mercury vacuum. In some embodiments, the 
collection device of the air press may operate at 30 inches of 
mercury vacuum or greater. The collection device desirably 
but not necessarily forms an integral seal With the air plenum 
and draWs a vacuum to facilitate its function as a collection 
device for air and liquid. Both pressure levels Within both 
the air plenum and the collection device are desirably 
monitored and controlled to predetermined levels. 

[0029] Signi?cantly, the pressuriZed ?uid used in the air 
press is sealed from ambient air to create a substantial air 
?oW through the Web, Which results in the tremendous 
deWatering capability of the air press. The How of pressur 
iZed ?uid through the air press is suitably from about 5 to 
about 500 standard cubic feet per minute (SCFM) per square 
inch of open area, particularly about 10 SCFM per square 
inch of open area or greater, such as from about 10 to about 
200 SCFM per square inch of open area, and more particu 
larly about 40 SCFM per square inch of open area or greater, 
such as from about 40 to about 120 SCFM per square inch 
of open area. Desirably, of the pressuriZed ?uid supplied to 
the air plenum, 70 percent or greater, particularly 80 percent 
or greater, and more particularly 90 percent or greater, is 
draWn through the Wet Web into the vacuum box. For 
purposes of the present invention, the term “standard cubic 
feet per minute” means cubic feet per minute measured at 
14.7 pounds per square inch absolute and 60 degrees Fahr 
enheit (° 

[0030] The terms “air” and “pressurized ?uid” are used 
interchangeably herein to refer to any gaseous substance 
used in the air press to deWater the Wet Web. The gaseous 
substance suitably comprises air, steam or the like. Desir 
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ably, the pressuriZed ?uid comprises air at ambient tempera 
ture, or air heated only by the process of pressuriZation to a 
temperature of about 300° F. or less, more particularly about 
150° F. or less. 

[0031] The Wet Web is desirably attached to the Yankee 
dryer or other heated drying cylinder surface in a manner 
that preserves a substantial portion of the texture imparted 
by previous treatments, especially the texture imparted by 
molding on three-dimensional fabrics. The conventional 
manner used to produce Wet-pressed creped paper is inad 
equate for this purpose, for in that method, a pressure roll is 
used to deWater the Wet Web and to uniformly press the Wet 
Web into a dense, ?at state. For the present invention, the 
conventional substantially smooth press felt of the conven 
tional crescent-former tissue machine is replaced With a 
textured material such as a foraminous fabric and desirably 
a throughdrying fabric. Tissue Webs made according to the 
present method desirably have a bulk after being molded 
onto the three-dimensional fabric of about 8 cubic centime 
ters per gram (cc/g) or greater, particularly about 10 cc/g or 
greater, and more particularly about 12 cc/g or greater, and 
that bulk is maintained after being pressed onto the heated 
drying cylinder using the textured foraminous fabric. 

[0032] For best results, signi?cantly loWer pressing pres 
sures can be used as compared to conventional tissue 
making. Desirably, the Zone of maximum load applied to the 
Web should be about 400 psi or less, particularly about 350 
psi or less, more particularly about 150 psi or less, such as 
betWeen about 2 and about 50 psi, and most particularly 
about 30 psi or less, When averaged across any one-inch 
square region encompassing the point of maximum pressure. 
The pressing pressures measured in pounds per lineal inch 
(pli) at the point of maximum pressure are desirably about 
400 pli or less, and particularly about 350 pli or less. 
LoW-pressure application of a three-dimensional Web struc 
ture onto a heated drying cylinder helps to maintain sub 
stantially uniform density in the dried Web. Substantially 
uniform density is promoted by effectively deWatering the 
Web With noncompressive means prior to the Yankee dryer 
attachment, and by selecting a foraminous fabric to contact 
the Web against the dryer that is relatively free of high, 
in?exible protrusions that could apply high local pressure to 
the Web. The fabric is desirably treated With an effective 
amount of a fabric release agent to promote detachment of 
the Web from the fabric once the Web contacts the dryer 
surface. 

[0033] The absorbency of a tissue sheet may be charac 
teriZed by its Absorbent Capacity and its Absorbent Rate. As 
used herein, “Absorbent Capacity” is the maximum amount 
of distilled Water Which a sheet can absorb, expressed as 
grams of Water per gram of sample sheet. More speci?cally, 
the Absorbent Capacity of a sample sheet can be measured 
by cutting a 4 inch by 4 inch (101.6 by 101.6 mm) sample 
of the dry sheet and Weighing it to the nearest 0.01 gram. The 
sample is dropped onto the surface of a room temperature 
distilled Water bath and left in the bath for 3 minutes. The 
sample is then removed using tongs or tWeeZers and sus 
pended vertically using a 3-prong clamp to drain excess 
Water. Each sample is alloWed to drain for 3 minutes. The 
sample is then placed in a Weighing dish by holding the 
Weighing dish under the sample and releasing the clamp. 
The Wet sample is Weighed to the nearest 0.01 gram. The 
Absorbent Capacity is the Wet Weight of the sample minus 
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the dry Weight (the amount of Water absorbed), divided by 
the dry Weight of the sample. At least ?ve representative 
samples of each product should be tested and the results 
averaged. 
[0034] The “Absorbent Rate” is the time it takes for a 
product to become thoroughly Wetted out in distilled Water. 
It is determined by dropping a pad comprised of tWenty 
sheets, each measuring 2.5 inches by 2.5 inches (63.5 by 
63.5 mm), onto the surface of a distilled Water bath having 
a temperature of 30° C. The elapsed time, in seconds, from 
the moment the sample hits the Water until it is completely 
Wetted (as determined visually) is the Absorbent Rate. 

[0035] The present method is useful to make a variety of 
absorbent products, including facial tissue, bath tissue, toW 
els, napkins, Wipes, or the like. For purposes of the present 
invention, the terms “tissue” or “tissue products” are used 
generally to describe such product structures, and the term 
“cellulosic Web” is used to broadly refer to Webs comprising 
or consisting of cellulosic ?bers regardless of the ?nished 
product structure. 

[0036] Many ?ber types may be used for the present 
invention including hardWood or softWoods, straW, ?aX, 
milkWeed seed ?oss ?bers, abaca, hemp, kenaf, bagasse, 
cotton, reed, and the like. All knoWn papermaking ?bers 
may be used, including bleached and unbleached ?bers, 
?bers of natural origin (including Wood ?ber and other 
cellulosic ?bers, cellulose derivatives, and chemically stiff 
ened or crosslinked ?bers) or synthetic ?bers (synthetic 
papermaking ?bers include certain forms of ?bers made 
from polypropylene, acrylic, aramids, acetates, and the like), 
virgin and recovered or recycled ?bers, hardWood and 
softWood, and ?bers that have been mechanically pulped 
(e.g., groundWood), chemically pulped (including but not 
limited to the kraft and sul?te pulping processes), thermo 
mechanically pulped, chemithermomechanically pulped, 
and the like. The mixtures of any subset of the above 
mentioned or related ?ber classes may be used. The ?bers 
can be prepared in a multiplicity of Ways knoWn to be 
advantageous in the art. Useful methods of preparing ?bers 
include dispersion to impart curl and improved drying 
properties, such as disclosed in US. Pat. No. 5,348,620 
issued Sep. 20, 1994 and US. Pat. No. 5,501,768 issued 
Mar. 26, 1996, both to M. A. Hermans et al. 

[0037] Chemical additives may be also be used and may 
be added to the original ?bers, to the ?brous slurry or added 
on the Web during or after production. Such additives 
include opaci?ers, pigments, Wet strength agents, dry 
strength agents, softeners, emollients, humectants, viricides, 
bactericides, buffers, Waxes, ?uoropolymers, odor control 
materials and deodorants, Zeolites, dyes, ?uorescent dyes or 
Whiteners, perfumes, debonders, vegetable and mineral oils, 
humectants, siZing agents, superabsorbents, surfactants, 
moisturiZers, UV blockers, antibiotic agents, lotions, fungi 
cides, preservatives, aloe-vera eXtract, vitamin E, or the like. 
The application of chemical additives need not be uniform, 
but may vary in location and from side to side in the tissue. 
Hydrophobic material deposited on a portion of the surface 
of the Web may be used to enhance properties of the Web. 

[0038] The headboX may be strati?ed to permit production 
of a multilayered structure from a single headboX jet in the 
formation of a Web. In particular embodiments, the Web is 
produced With a strati?ed or layered headboX to preferen 
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tially deposit shorter ?bers on one side of the Web for 
improved softness, With relatively longer ?bers on the other 
side of the Web or in an interior layer of a Web having three 
or more layers. The Web is desirably formed on an endless 
loop of foraminous forming fabric Which permits drainage 
of the liquid and partial deWatering of the Web. 

[0039] Numerous features and advantages of the present 
invention Will appear from the folloWing description. In the 
description, reference is made to the accompanying draW 
ings Which illustrate preferred embodiments of the inven 
tion. Such embodiments do not represent the full scope of 
the invention. Reference should therefore be made to the 
claims herein for interpreting the full scope of the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0040] FIG. 1 representatively shoWs a schematic process 
How diagram illustrating a method according to the present 
invention for making cellulosic Webs having high bulk and 
absorbency. 
[0041] FIG. 2 representatively shoWs a schematic process 
How diagram illustrating an alternative method according to 
the present invention. 

[0042] FIG. 3 representatively shoWs a schematic process 
How diagram illustrating yet another alternative method 
according to the present invention. 

[0043] FIG. 4 representatively shoWs an enlarged end 
vieW of an air press for use in the methods of FIGS. 1-3, With 
an air plenum sealing assembly of the air press in a raised 
position relative to the Wet Web and vacuum boX. 

[0044] FIG. 5 representatively shoWs a side vieW of the air 
press of FIG. 4. 

[0045] FIG. 6 representatively shoWs an enlarged section 
vieW taken generally from the plane of the line 6—6 in FIG. 
4, but With the sealing assembly loaded against the fabrics. 

[0046] FIG. 7 representatively shoWs an enlarged section 
vieW similar to FIG. 6 but taken generally from the plane of 
the line 7—7 in FIG. 4. 

[0047] FIG. 8 representatively shoWs a perspective vieW 
of several components of the air plenum sealing assembly 
positioned against the fabrics, With portions broken aWay 
and shoWn in section for purposes of illustration. 

[0048] FIG. 9 representatively shoWs an enlarged section 
vieW of an alternative sealing con?guration for the air press 
of FIG. 4. 

[0049] FIG. 10 representatively shoWs an enlarged sche 
matic diagram of a sealing section of the air press of FIG. 
4. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0050] The invention Will noW be described in greater 
detail With reference to the Figures, Where similar elements 
in different Figures have been given the same reference 
numeral. For simplicity, the various tensioning rolls sche 
matically used to de?ne the several fabric runs are shoWn but 
not numbered. Avariety of conventional papermaking appa 
ratuses and operations can be used With respect to the stock 
preparation, headboX, forming fabrics, Web transfers, crep 
ing and drying. Nevertheless, particular conventional com 
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ponents are illustrated for purposes of providing the context 
in Which the various embodiments of the invention can be 
used. 

[0051] The process of the present invention may be carried 
out on an apparatus as shoWn in FIG. 1 modi?ed from a 
typical crescent-former tissue paper machine. An embryonic 
Wet Web 10 formed as a slurry of papermaking ?bers is 
deposited from a headbox 12 betWeen an endless loop of a 
?rst fabric 14 and an endless loop of a second fabric 24. The 
second fabric 24 generally replaces the felt of a standard 
crescent-former tissue machine. The consistency and How 
rate of the slurry determines the dry Web basis Weight, Which 
desirably is betWeen about 5 and about 80 grams per square 
meter (gsm), and more desirably betWeen about 8 and about 
40 gsm. At least one of the fabrics 14 and 24 may be a 
forming fabric, preferably the ?rst fabric 14. In addition, at 
least one of the fabrics 14 and 24 may be a molding fabric, 
preferably the second fabric 24. 

[0052] The embryonic Wet Web 10 is partially deWatered 
by the pressure due to the tension on the ?rst fabric 14 and 
the centrifugal force created as the Wet Web 10 passes around 
the forming roll 52 While the Wet Web 10 is carried betWeen 
the ?rst fabric 14 and the second fabric 24. Once the partial 
deWatering step is completed, the Wet Web 10 is transferred 
to or retained on the second fabric 24 With or Without the use 
of a vacuum shoe 50. 

[0053] For high-speed operation of the present invention, 
conventional tissue deWatering methods prior to the heated 
drying cylinder 30 may give inadequate Water removal, so 
additional deWatering devices or means may be needed. In 
the illustrated embodiment, an air press 16 is used to 
noncompressively deWater the Wet Web 10. The illustrated 
air press 16 comprises an assembly of a pressuriZed air 
plenum 18 disposed above the Wet Web 10, a ?uid collection 
device 20, shoWn in the form of a vacuum box, disposed 
beneath a support fabric 22 in operable relation With the 
pressuriZed air plenum 18 and the second fabric 24. (In 
alternative embodiments, the ?uid collection device 20 may 
be disposed next to the second fabric 24 in operable relation 
With the pressuriZed air plenum 18 and the support fabric 
22). While passing through the air press 16, the Wet Web 10 
is sandWiched betWeen the second fabric 24 and the support 
fabric 22 in order to facilitate sealing against the Wet Web 10 
Without damaging the Wet Web 10. 

[0054] The air press 16 provides substantial rates of Water 
removal, enabling the Web to achieve dryness levels Well 
over 30 percent prior to attachment to the drying cylinder 30, 
such as a Yankee dryer, desirably Without the requirement 
for substantial compressive deWatering. Several embodi 
ments of the air press 16 are described in greater detail 
hereinafter. Other suitable embodiments are disclosed in 
US. patent application Ser. No. 08/647,508 ?led May 14, 
1996 by M. A. Hermans et al. titled “Method and Apparatus 
for Making Soft Tissue,” Which is incorporated herein by 
reference. 

[0055] FolloWing the air press 16, the Wet Web 10 travels 
further With the second fabric 24 and the support fabric 22 
until the Wet Web 10 is transferred back to the second fabric 
24, preferably a textured fabric, With or Without the assis 
tance of a vacuum transfer shoe 26 at a transfer station. 

[0056] The second fabric 24 may comprise a three-dimen 
sional throughdrying fabric such as those disclosed in US. 

Apr. 17, 2003 

Pat. No. 5,429,686 issued Jul. 4, 1995 to K. F. Chiu et al., 
Which is incorporated herein by reference, or may comprise 
other Woven, textured Webs or nonWoven fabrics. The sec 
ond fabric 24 may be treated With a fabric release agent such 
as a mixture of silicones or hydrocarbons to facilitate 
subsequent release of the Wet Web 10 from the second fabric 
24. The fabric release agent can be sprayed on the second 
fabric 24 prior to the pick-up of the Web. Once on the second 
fabric 24, the Wet Web 10 may be further molded against the 
second fabric 24 through application of vacuum pressure or 
light pressing (not shoWn), though the molding that occurs 
at least due to vacuum forces at the transfer shoe 26 during 
pick-up may be adequate to mold the Wet Web 10. 

[0057] The Wet Web 10 on the second fabric 24 is then 
pressed against a drying cylinder 30 by means of a pressure 
roll 32. The drying cylinder 30 is equipped With a vapor 
hood or Yankee dryer hood 34. The hood 34 typically 
employs jets of heated air at temperatures about 300°0 F. or 
greater, particularly about 400° F. or greater, more particu 
larly about 500° F. or greater, and most particularly about 
700° F. or greater, Which are directed toWard the tissue Web 
10 from noZZles or other How devices such that the air jets 
have maximum or locally averaged velocities in the hood 34 
of one of the folloWing levels: about 10 meters per second 
(m/s) or greater, about 50 m/s or greater, about 100 m/s or 
greater, or about 250 m/s or greater. 

[0058] The Wet Web 10 When affixed to the heated drying 
cylinder 30 suitably has a ?ber consistency of about 30 
percent or greater, particularly about 35 percent or greater, 
such as betWeen about 35 and about 50 percent, and more 
particularly about 38 percent or greater. The dryness of the 
Wet Web 10 upon being removed from the heated drying 
cylinder 30 is increased to about 60 percent or greater, 
particularly about 70 percent or greater, more particularly 
about 80 percent or greater, more particularly still about 90 
percent or greater, and most particularly betWeen about 90 
and about 98 percent. The Wet Web 10 can be partially dried 
on the heated drying cylinder 30 and Wet creped at a 
consistency of about 40 to about 80 percent and thereafter 
dried (after-dried) to a consistency of about 95 percent or 
greater. Non-traditional hoods and impingement systems can 
be used as an alternative to or in addition to the Yankee dryer 
hood 34 to enhance drying of the Wet Web 10. Additional 
heated drying cylinders 30 or other drying means, particu 
larly noncompressive drying, may be used after the ?rst 
heated drying cylinder 30. Suitable means for after-drying 
include one or more heated drying cylinders 30, such as 
Yankee dryers and can dryers, throughdryers, or any other 
commercially effective drying means. Alternatively, the Wet 
Web 10, Which may be molded if the second fabric 24 is a 
molding fabric, can be completely dried on the heated drying 
cylinder 30 and dry creped. The amount of drying on the 
heated drying cylinder 30 Will depend on such factors as the 
speed of the Wet Web 10, the siZe of the heated drying 
cylinder 30, the amount of moisture in the Wet Web 10, and 
the like. 

[0059] The resulting dried Web 36 is draWn or conveyed 
from the heated drying cylinder 30, for example by a creping 
blade 28, after Which it is reeled onto a roll 38. An interfacial 
control mixture 40 is illustrated being applied to the surface 
of the rotating heated drying cylinder 30 in spray form from 
a spray boom 42 prior to the Wet Web 10 contacting the 
surface of the heated drying cylinder 30. As an alternative to 
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spraying directly on the surface of the heated drying cylinder 
30, the interfacial control mixture 40 could be applied 
directly to either the Wet Web 10 or the surface of the heated 
drying cylinder 30 by gravure printing or could be incorpo 
rated into the aqueous ?brous slurry in the Wet end of the 
paper machine. While on the surface of the heated drying 
cylinder 30, the Wet Web 10 may be further treated With 
chemicals, such as by printing or direct spray of solutions 
onto the drying Web 10, including the addition of agents to 
promote release from the surface of the heated drying 
cylinder 30. 

[0060] The interfacial control mixture 40 may comprise a 
conventional creping adhesive and/or dryer release agent for 
Wet-pressed and creped operation. The dried Web 36 may 
also be removed from the surface of the heated drying 
cylinder 30 Without creping using an interfacial control 
mixture 40 of the type disclosed in Us. Patent Application 
Serial No. unknoWn ?led on the same day as the present 
application by F. G. Druecke et al. titled “Method Of 
Producing LoW Density Resilient Webs,” Which is incorpo 
rated herein by reference. 

[0061] An alternative embodiment is shoWn in FIG. 2, 
Where an embryonic Wet Web 10 formed as a slurry of 
papermaking ?bers is deposited from a headbox 12 betWeen 
an endless loop of a ?rst fabric 14 and an endless loop of a 
second fabric 24. The second fabric 24 generally replaces 
the felt of the standard crescent-former tissue machine. At 
least one of the fabrics 14 and 24 may be a forming fabric, 
preferably the ?rst fabric 14. In addition, at least one of the 
fabrics 14 and 24 may be a molding fabric, preferably the 
second fabric 24. 

[0062] The embryonic Wet Web 10 is partially deWatered 
by the pressure due to tension on the ?rst fabric 14 and the 
centrifugal force created as the Wet Web 10 passes around the 
forming roll 52 While the Wet Web 10 is carried betWeen the 
?rst fabric 14 and the second fabric 24. Once the partial 
deWatering step is completed, the Wet Web 10 is optionally 
further deWatered by a vacuum box 46 or other suitable 
devices While betWeen the ?rst fabric 14 and the second 
fabric 24 and is transferred to or retained on the second 
fabric 24 With or Without the use of a vacuum shoe 50. 

[0063] An air press 16 is used to noncompressively deWa 
ter the Wet Web 10 as it is sandWiched betWeen the second 
fabric 24 and a support fabric 22. The illustrated air press 16 
comprises an assembly of a pressuriZed air plenum 18 
disposed in operable relation With a vacuum box 20. While 
passing through the air press 16, the Wet Web 10 is sand 
Wiched betWeen the second fabric 24 and the support fabric 
22 With the support fabric 22 disposed betWeen the Wet Web 
10 and the vacuum box 20. (In alternative embodiments, the 
second fabric 24 may be disposed betWeen the Wet Web 10 
and the vacuum box 20). 

[0064] The Wet Web 10 is then transferred With or Without 
the assistance of the vacuum shoe 26 to the second fabric 24. 
A roll 55 of the run of the support fabric 22 is so oriented to 
change the direction of the second fabric 24, the support 
fabric 22, and the Wet Web 10 such that the Wet Web 10 is 
less likely to be released from the suction pressure roll 32 
before the Wet Web 10 is transferred to the Yankee dryer or 
other heated drying cylinder 30. The roll 55 reduces the 
unsupported sheet Wrap angle 0t thereby minimiZes the 
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opportunity of the Wet Web 10 to separate from the second 
fabric 24 before the Wet Web 10 is transferred to the heated 
drying cylinder 30. 

[0065] The Wet Web 10 on the second fabric 24 is then 
pressed against a heated drying cylinder 30 by means of a 
pressure roll 32. The Wet Web 10 on the second fabric 24 is 
then pressed against a drying cylinder 30 by means of a 
pressure roll 32, preferably in a manner to minimiZed the 
unsupported sheet Wrap angle 0t on the pressure roll 32. The 
unsupported sheet Wrap angle 0t may range from 0 to about 
90 degrees, from 0 to about 45 degrees, and from 0 to about 
10 degrees. Additionally, loWer unsupported sheet Wrap 
angle 0t reduces the siZe of the vacuum Zone required 
thereby reducing energy requirements for the vacuum gen 
erated in the pressure roll. The unsupported sheet Wrap angle 
0t is de?ned as the portion of the circumference of the 
pressure roll 32 (expressed in degrees) Wrapped by the Wet 
Web 10 from the ?rst contact point of the Wet Web 10 on the 
pressure roll 32 to the last contact point of the Wet Web 10 
on the pressure roll 32 as the Wet Web 10 is transferred to the 
drying cylinder 30. 

[0066] The heated drying cylinder 30 is equipped With a 
vapor hood or Yankee dryer hood 34. The resulting dried 
Web 36 is draWn or conveyed from the heated drying 
cylinder 30 and removed Without creping, after Which it is 
reeled onto a roll 38. The angle at Which the dried Web 36 
is pulled from the surface of the heated drying cylinder 30 
is suitably about 80 to about 100 degrees, measured tangent 
to the surface of the heated drying cylinder 30 at the point 
of separation, although this may vary at different operating 
speeds. 
[0067] An interfacial control mixture 40 may be applied to 
the surface of the rotating heated drying cylinder 30 in spray 
form from a spray boom 42. For example, the interfacial 
control mixture 40 may comprise a mixture of polyvinyl 
alcohol, sorbitol, and Hercules M1336 polyglycol applied in 
an aqueous solution having less than 5 percent solids by 
Weight, at a dose of betWeen 50 and 75 milligrams per square 
meter. The amount of adhesive compounds and release 
agents must be balanced to adhere the Wet Web 10 so that is 
does not go up into the hood 34 yet to permit the dried Web 
36 to be pulled off the heated drying cylinder 30 Without 
creping. 

[0068] Another alternative embodiment is shoWn in FIG. 
3. This embodiment is similar to that of FIG. 2 except that 
the ?rst fabric 14 is extended to act as the support fabric 22 
shoWn in FIG. 2. This provides a potential reduction in 
capital cost and operating cost With the reduction in the 
number of fabrics required to modify this process. In the 
embodiment shoWn in FIG. 3, an embryonic Wet Web 10 
formed as a slurry of papermaking ?bers is deposited from 
a headbox 12 betWeen an endless loop of a ?rst fabric 14 and 
an endless loop of a second fabric 24. The second fabric 24 
generally replaces the felt of the standard crescent-former 
tissue machine. At least one of the fabrics 14 and 24 may be 
a forming fabric, preferably the ?rst fabric 14. In addition, 
at least one of the fabrics 14 and 24 may be a molding fabric, 
preferably the second fabric 24. 

[0069] The embryonic Wet Web 10 is partially deWatered 
by the pressure due to the tension on ?rst fabric 14 and the 
centrifugal force created as the Wet Web 10 passes around the 
forming roll 52 and further deWatered by an optional 
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vacuum boX 46 or other suitable devices While between the 
?rst fabric 14 and the second fabric 24. An air press 16 is 
used to non-compressively deWater the Wet Web 10 as it is 
sandWiched betWeen the ?rst fabric 14 and a second fabric 
24. The illustrated air press 16 comprises an assembly of a 
pressurized air plenum 18 disposed in operable relation With 
a vacuum boX 20. While passing through the air press 16, the 
Wet Web 10 is sandWiched betWeen the second fabric 24 and 
the support fabric 22 With the support fabric 22 disposed 
betWeen the Wet Web 10 and the vacuum boX 20. (In 
alternative embodiments, the second fabric 24 may be 
disposed betWeen the Wet Web 10 and the vacuum boX 20). 

[0070] The Wet Web 10 is then transferred With or Without 
the assistance of the vacuum shoe 26 to the second fabric 24. 
The Wet Web 10 on the second fabric 24 is then pressed 
against a drying cylinder 30 by means of a pressure roll 32. 
The heated drying cylinder 30 is equipped With a vapor hood 
or Yankee dryer hood 34. The resulting dried Web 36 is 
draWn or conveyed from the heated drying cylinder 30 and 
removed Without creping, after Which it is reeled onto a roll 
38. The angle at Which the dried Web 36 is pulled from the 
surface of the heated drying cylinder 30 is suitably about 80 
to about 100 degrees, measured tangent to the surface of the 
heated drying cylinder 30 at the point of separation, although 
this may vary at different operating speeds. 

[0071] An interfacial control miXture 40 may be applied to 
the surface of the rotating heated drying cylinder 30 in spray 
form from a spray boom 42. For eXample, the interfacial 
control miXture 40 may comprise a miXture of polyvinyl 
alcohol, sorbitol, and Hercules M1336 polyglycol applied in 
an aqueous solution having less than 5 percent solids by 
Weight, at a dose of betWeen 50 and 75 milligrams per square 
meter. The amount of adhesive compounds and release 
agents must be balanced to adhere the Wet Web 10 so that is 
does not go up into the hood 34 yet to permit the dried Web 
36 to be pulled off the heated drying cylinder 30 Without 
creping. 
[0072] An air press 200 for deWatering the Wet Web 10 is 
shoWn in FIGS. 4-7. The air press 200 generally comprises 
an upper air plenum 202 in combination With a loWer 
collection device 204 in the form of a vacuum boX. The Wet 
Web 10 travels in a machine direction 205 betWeen the air 
plenum 202 and vacuum boX 204 While sandWiched betWeen 
an upper support fabric 206 and a loWer support fabric 208. 
The air plenum 202 and vacuum boX 204 are operatively 
associated With one another so that pressuriZed ?uid sup 
plied to the air plenum 202 travels through the Wet Web 10 
and is removed or evacuated through the vacuum boX 204. 

[0073] Each continuous fabrics 206 and 208 travels over a 
series of rolls (not shoWn) to guide, drive and tension the 
fabrics 206 and 208 in a manner knoWn in the art. The fabric 
tension is set to a predetermined amount, suitably from 
about 10 to about 60 pounds per lineal inch (pli), particularly 
from about 30 to about 50 pli, and more particularly from 
about 35 to about 45 pli. The fabrics 206 and 208 that may 
be useful for transporting the Wet Web 10 through the air 
press 200 include almost any ?uid permeable fabric, for 
eXample Albany International 94M, Appleton Mills 2164B, 
or the like. 

[0074] An end vieW of the air press 200 spanning the 
Width of the Wet Web 10 is shoWn in FIG. 4, and a side vieW 
of the air press 200 in the machine direction 205 is shoWn 
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in FIG. 5. In both FIGS. 4 and 5, several components of the 
air plenum 202 are illustrated in a raised or retracted position 
relative to the Wet Web 10 and the vacuum boX 204. In the 
retracted position, effective sealing of pressuriZed ?uid is not 
possible. For purposes of the present invention, a “retracted 
position” of the air press 200 means that the components of 
the air plenum 202 do not impinge upon the Wet Web 10 and 
support fabrics 206 and 208. 

[0075] The illustrated air plenum 202 and the vacuum boX 
204 are mounted Within a suitable frame structure 210. The 
illustrated frame structure 210 comprises upper and loWer 
support plates 211 separated by a plurality of vertically 
oriented, support bars 212. The air plenum 202 de?nes a 
plenum chamber 214 (FIG. 7) that is adapted to receive a 
supply of pressuriZed ?uid through one or more suitable air 
conduits 215 operatively connected to a pressuriZed ?uid 
source (not shoWn). Correspondingly, the vacuum boX 204 
de?nes a plurality of vacuum chambers (described herein 
after in relation to FIG. 7) that are desirably operatively 
connected to loW and high vacuum sources (not shoWn) by 
suitable ?uid conduits 217 and 218, respectively (FIGS. 5, 
6, and 7). The Water removed from the Wet Web 10 is 
thereafter separated from the air streams. Various fasteners 
for mounting the components of the air press 200 are shoWn 
in the FIGS. 5, 6, and 7 but are not labeled. 

[0076] Enlarged section vieWs of the air press 200 are 
shoWn in FIGS. 6 and 7. In these FIGS. 6 and 7, the air 
press 200 is shoWn in an operating position Wherein com 
ponents of the air plenum 202 are loWered into an impinge 
ment relationship With the Wet Web 10 and support fabrics 
206 and 208. The degree of impingement that has been 
found to result in proper sealing of the pressuriZed ?uid With 
minimal contact force and therefore reduced fabric Wear is 
described in greater detail hereinafter. 

[0077] The air plenum 202 comprises both stationary 
components 220 that are ?Xedly mounted to the frame 
structure 210 and a sealing assembly 260 that is movably 
mounted relative to the frame structure 210 and the Wet Web 
10. Alternatively, the entire air plenum 202 could be move 
ably mounted relative to a frame structure 210. 

[0078] With particular reference to FIG. 7, the stationary 
components 220 of the air plenum 202 include a pair of 
upper support assemblies 222 that are spaced apart from one 
another and positioned beneath the upper support plate 211. 
The upper support assemblies 222 de?ne facing surfaces 224 
that are directed toWard one another and that partially de?ne 
therebetWeen the plenum chamber 214. The upper support 
assemblies 222 also de?ne bottom surfaces 226 that are 
directed toWard the vacuum boX 204. In the illustrated 
embodiment, each bottom surface 226 de?nes an elongated 
recess 228 in Which an upper pneumatic loading tube 230 is 
?Xedly mounted. The upper pneumatic loading tubes 230 are 
suitably centered the cross-machine direction and desirably 
eXtend over the full Width of the Wet Web 10. 

[0079] The stationary components 220 of the air plenum 
202 also include a pair of loWer support assemblies 240 that 
are spaced apart from one another and vertically spaced 
from the upper support assemblies 222. The loWer support 
assemblies 240 de?ne top surfaces 242 and facing surfaces 
244. The top surfaces 242 are directed toWard the bottom 
surfaces 226 of the upper support assemblies 222 and, as 
illustrated, de?ne elongated recesses 246 in Which loWer 
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pneumatic loading tubes 248 are ?xedly mounted. The loWer 
pneumatic loading tubes 248 are suitably centered in the 
cross-machine direction and suitably extend over about 50 to 
100 percent of the Width of the Wet Web. In the illustrated 
embodiment, lateral support plates 250 are ?xedly attached 
to the facing surfaces 244 of the loWer support assemblies 
240 and function to stabiliZe vertical movement of the 
sealing assembly 260. 

[0080] With additional reference to FIG. 8, the sealing 
assembly 260 comprises a pair of cross-machine direction 
sealing members referred to as CD sealing members 262 
(FIGS. 6-8) that are spaced apart from one another, a 
plurality of braces 263 (FIG. 8) that connect the CD sealing 
members 262, and a pair of machine direction sealing 
members referred to as MD sealing members 264 (FIGS. 6 
and 8). The CD sealing members 262 are vertically move 
able relative to the stationary components 220. The optional 
but desirable braces 263 are ?xedly attached to the CD 
sealing members 262 to provide structural support, and thus 
move vertically along With the CD sealing members 262. In 
the machine direction 205, the MD sealing members 264 are 
disposed betWeen the upper support assemblies 222 and 
betWeen the CD sealing members 262. As described in 
greater detail hereinafter, portions of the MD sealing mem 
bers 264 are vertically moveable relative to the stationary 
components 220. In the cross-machine direction, the MD 
sealing members 264 are positioned near the edges of the 
Wet Web 10. In one particular embodiment, the MD sealing 
members 264 are moveable in the cross-machine direction in 
order to accommodate a range of possible Wet Web Widths. 

[0081] The illustrated CD sealing members 262 include a 
main upright Wall section 266, a transverse ?ange 268 
projecting outWardly from a top portion 270 of the Wall 
section, and a sealing blade 272 mounted on an opposite 
bottom portion 274 of the Wall section 266 (FIG. 7). The 
outWardly-projecting ?ange 268 thus forms opposite, upper 
and loWer control surfaces 276 and 278 that are substantially 
perpendicular to the direction of movement of the sealing 
assembly 260. The Wall section 266 and ?ange 268 may 
comprise separate components or a single component as 
illustrated. 

[0082] As noted above, the components of the sealing 
assembly 260 are vertically moveable betWeen the retracted 
position shoWn in FIGS. 4 and 5 and the operating position 
shoWn in FIGS. 6 and 7. In particular, the Wall sections 266 
of the CD sealing members 262 are positioned inWard of the 
position control plates 250 and are slideable relative thereto. 
The amount of vertical movement is determined by the 
ability of the transverse ?anges 268 to move betWeen the 
bottom surfaces 226 of the upper support assemblies 222 
and the top surfaces 242 of the loWer support assemblies 
240. 

[0083] The vertical position of the transverse ?anges 268 
and thus the CD sealing members 262 is controlled by 
activation of the pneumatic loading tubes 230 and 248. The 
loading tubes 230 and 248 are operatively connected to a 
pneumatic source and to a control system (not shoWn) for the 
air press. Activation of the upper loading tubes 230 creates 
a doWnWard force on the upper control surfaces 276 of the 
CD sealing members 262 resulting in a doWnWard move 
ment of the ?anges 268 until they contact the top surfaces 
242 of the loWer support assemblies 240 or are stopped by 
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an upWard force caused by the loWer loading tubes 248 or 
the fabric tension. Retraction of the CD sealing members 
262 is achieved by activation of the loWer loading tubes 248 
and deactivation of the upper loading tubes 230. In this case, 
the loWer loading tubes 248 press upWardly on the loWer 
control surfaces 278 and cause the ?anges 268 to move 
toWard the bottom surfaces of the upper support assemblies 
222. Of course, the upper and loWer loading tubes 230 and 
248 can be operated at differential pressures to establish 
movement of the CD sealing members 262. Alternative 
means for controlling vertical movement of the CD sealing 
members 262 can comprise other forms and connections of 
pneumatic cylinders, hydraulic cylinders, screWs, jacks, 
mechanical linkages, or other suitable means. Suitable load 
ing tubes 230 and 248 are available from Seal Master 
Corporation of Kent, Ohio. 

[0084] As shoWn in FIG. 7, a pair of bridge plates 279 
span the gap betWeen the upper support assemblies 222 and 
the CD sealing members 262 to prevent the escape of 
pressuriZed ?uid. The bridge plates 279 thus de?ne part of 
the air plenum chamber 214 The bridge plates 279 may be 
?xedly attached to the facing surfaces 224 of the upper 
support assemblies 222 and slideable relative to the inner 
surfaces of the CD sealing members 262, or vice versa. The 
bridge plates 279 may be formed of a ?uid impermeable, 
semi-rigid, loW-friction material such as LEXAN, sheet 
metal or the like. 

[0085] The sealing blades 272 function together With other 
features of the air press 200 to minimiZe the escape of 
pressuriZed ?uid betWeen the air plenum 202 and the Wet 
Web 10 in the machine direction. Additionally, the sealing 
blades 272 are desirably shaped and formed in a manner that 
reduces the amount of fabric Wear. In particular embodi 
ments, the sealing blades 272 are formed of resilient plastic 
compounds, ceramic, coated metal substrates, or the like. 

[0086] With particular reference to FIGS. 6 and 8, the 
MD sealing members 264 are spaced apart from one another 
and adapted to prevent the loss of pressuriZed ?uid along the 
side edges of the air press 200. FIGS. 6 and 8 each shoW one 
of the MD sealing members 264, Which are positioned in the 
cross-machine direction near the edge of the Wet Web 10. As 
illustrated, each MD sealing member 264 comprises a trans 
verse support member 280, an end deckle strip 282 opera 
tively connected to the transverse support member 280, and 
actuators 284 for moving the end deckle strip 282 relative to 
the transverse support member 280. The transverse support 
members 280 are normally positioned near the side edges of 
the Wet Web 10 and are generally located betWeen the CD 
sealing members 262. As illustrated, each transverse support 
member 280 de?nes a doWnWardly directed channel 281 
(FIG. 8) in Which the end deckle strip 282 is mounted 
Additionally, each transverse support member 280 de?nes 
circular apertures 283 in Which the actuators 284 are 
mounted. 

[0087] The end deckle strips 282 are vertically moveable 
relative to the transverse support members 280 due to the 
cylindrical actuators 284. The coupling members 285 (FIG. 
6) link the end deckle strips 282 to the output shaft of the 
cylindrical actuators 284. The coupling members 285 may 
comprise an inverted T-shaped bar or bars so that the end 
deckle strips 282 may slide Within the channel 281, such as 
for replacement. 
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[0088] As shown in FIG. 8, both the transverse support 
members 280 and the end deckle strips 282 de?ne slots to 
house a ?uid impermeable sealing strip 286, such as O-ring 
material or the like. The sealing strip 286 helps seal the air 
chamber 214 of the air press 200 from leaks. The slots in 
Which the sealing strip 286 resides is desirably Widened at 
the interface betWeen the transverse support members 280 
and the end deckle strips 282 to accommodate relative 
movement betWeen those components. 

[0089] A bridge plate 287 (FIG. 6) is positioned betWeen 
the MD sealing members 264 and the upper support plate 
211 and ?xedly mounted to the upper support plate 211. The 
lateral portions of the air plenum chamber 214 (FIG. 7) are 
de?ned by the bridge plate 287. Sealing means such as a 
?uid impervious gasketing material is desirably positioned 
betWeen the bridge plate 287 and the MD sealing members 
264 to permit relative movement therebetWeen and to pre 
vent the loss of pressuriZed ?uid. 

[0090] The actuators 284 suitably provide controlled load 
ing and unloading of the end deckle strips 282 against the 
upper support fabric 206, independent of the vertical posi 
tion of the CD sealing members 262. The load can be 
controlled exactly to match the necessary sealing force. The 
end deckle strips 282 can be retracted When not needed to 
eliminate all end deckle and fabric Wear. Suitable actuators 
are available from Bimba Corporation. Alternatively, 
springs (not shoWn) may be used to hold the end deckle 
strips 282 against the upper support fabric 206 although the 
ability to control the position of the end deckle strips 282 
may be sacri?ced. 

[0091] With reference to FIG. 6, each end deckle strip 282 
has a top surface or edge 290 disposed adjacent to the 
coupling members 285, an opposite bottom surface or edge 
292 that resides during use in contact With the upper support 
fabric 206, and the lateral surfaces or edges 294 that are in 
close proximity to the CD sealing members 262. The shape 
of the bottom surface 292 is suitably adapted to match the 
curvature of the vacuum box 204. Where the CD sealing 
members 262 impinge upon the fabrics 206 and 208, the 
bottom surface 292 is desirably shaped to folloW the cur 
vature of the fabric impingement. Thus, the bottom surface 
292 has a central portion 296 that is laterally surrounded in 
the machine direction by spaced apart end portions 298. The 
shape of the central portion 296 generally tracks the shape 
of the vacuum box 204 While the shape of the end portions 
298 generally tracks the de?ection of the fabrics 206 and 208 
caused by the CD sealing members 262. To prevent Wear on 
the projecting end portions 298, the end deckle strips 282 are 
desirably retracted before the CD sealing members 262 are 
retracted. The end deckle strips 282 are desirably formed of 
a gas impermeable material that minimiZes fabric Wear. 
Particular materials that may be suitable for the end deckle 
strips 282 include polyethylene, nylon, or the like. 

[0092] The MD sealing members 264 are desirably move 
able in the cross-machine direction and are thus desirably 
slideably positioned against the CD sealing members 262. In 
the illustrated embodiment, movement of the MD sealing 
members 264 in the cross-machine direction is controlled by 
a threaded shaft or bolt 305 that is held in place by brackets 
306 (FIG. 8). The threaded shaft 305 passes through a 
threaded aperture in the transverse support member 280 and 
rotation of the shaft causes the MD sealing member to move 
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along the shaft. Alternative means for moving the MD 
sealing members 264 in the cross-machine direction such as 
pneumatic devices or the like may also be used. In one 
alternative embodiment, the MD sealing members 264 are 
?xedly attached to the CD sealing members 262 so that the 
entire sealing assembly 260 is raised and loWered together 
(not shoWn). In another alternative embodiment, the trans 
verse support members 280 are ?xedly attached to the CD 
sealing members 262 and the end deckle strips 282 are 
adapted to move independently of the CD sealing members 
262 (not shoWn). 
[0093] The vacuum box 204 comprises a vacuum box 
cover 300 having a top surface 302 over Which the loWer 
support fabric 208 travels. The vacuum box cover 300 and 
the sealing assembly 260 are desirably gently curved to 
facilitate Web control. The illustrated vacuum box cover 300 
is formed, from the leading edge to the trailing edge in the 
machine direction 205, With a ?rst exterior sealing shoe 311, 
a ?rst sealing vacuum Zone 312, a ?rst interior sealing shoe 
313, a series of four high vacuum Zones 314, 316, 318, and 
320 surrounding three interior shoes 315, 317, and 319, a 
second interior sealing shoe 321, a second sealing vacuum 
Zone 322, and a second exterior sealing shoe 323 (FIG. 7). 
Each of these sealing shoes 315, 317, and 319 and vacuum 
Zones 314, 316, 318, and 320 desirably extend in the 
cross-machine direction across the full Width of the 10 Web. 
The shoes 315, 317, and 319 each include a top surface 
desirably formed of a ceramic material to ride against the 
loWer support fabric 208 Without causing signi?cant fabric 
Wear. Suitable vacuum box covers and shoes may be formed 

of plastics, NYLON, coated steels or the like, and are 
available from JW I Corporation or IE5 Corporation. 

[0094] The four high vacuum Zones 314, 316, 318, and 
320 are passageWays in the cover 300 that are operatively 
connected to one or more vacuum sources (not shoWn) that 
draW a relatively high vacuum level. For example, the high 
vacuum Zones 314, 316, 318, and 320 may be operated at a 
vacuum of 0 to 25 inches of mercury vacuum, and more 
particularly about 10 to about 25 inches of mercury vacuum. 
As an alternative to the illustrated passageWays, the cover 
300 could de?ne a plurality of holes or other shaped open 
ings (not shoWn) that are connected to a vacuum source to 
establish a How of pressuriZed ?uid through the Web. In one 
embodiment, the high vacuum Zones 314, 316, 318, and 320 
comprise slots each measuring 0.375 inch in the machine 
direction and extending across the full Width of the Wet Web. 
The dWell time that any given point on the Web is exposed 
to the How of pressuriZed ?uid, Which in the illustrated 
embodiment is the time over slots 314, 316, 318 and 320, is 
suitably about 10 milliseconds or less, particularly about 7.5 
milliseconds or less, more particularly 5 milliseconds or 
less, such as about 3 milliseconds or less or even about 1 
millisecond or less. The number and Width of the high 
pressure vacuum slots 314, 316, 318, and 320 and the 
machine speed determine the dWell time. The selected dWell 
time Will depend on the type of ?bers contained in the Wet 
Web and the desired amount of deWatering. 

[0095] The ?rst and second sealing vacuum Zones 312 and 
322 may be employed to minimiZe the loss of pressuriZed 
?uid from the air press 200. The sealing vacuum Zones 312 
and 322 are passageWays in the cover 300 that may be 
operatively connected to one or more vacuum sources (not 

shoWn) that desirably draW a relatively loWer vacuum level 


















