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Arlen J. Zimmerman 
7106 EaSt M65910 Avenue Adecorator light string bracket for securely cradling exterior 
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lights to building eaves, rain gutters, Walls, WindoW and door 
(21) Appl' NO‘: 10/235’906 frames, Wood and ornamental iron fences and railings, and 

(22) Filed: Sep- 4’ 2002 the hke includes a base segment and one leg that is bent up 
at an appropriate angle from one end of the base segment to 

Related US Application Data form With the base segment a secure cradle for holding the 
Wire bundles and/or rope lights. Extending from an opposite 

(60) Provisional application No. 60/327,921, ?led on Oct. end of the base Segment, the bracket may have a Second leg 
9, 2001_ that is bent to conform With the base segment to a support 

obj ect’s corner or second and third legs bent to form With the 
Publication Classi?cation base segment an inverted U-shaped mounting member to ?t 

over a fence or railing. The bracket may also include a pair 
(51) Int. Cl.7 ............................. .. A47H 1/10; E04G 3/00 of cradles for holding tWo light strings. 
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LIGHT STRING BRACKET 

[0001] This patent application is a continuation-in-part of 
Provisional Patent Application serial No. 60/327,921, ?led 
Oct. 9, 2001. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The subject invention relates to a light string 
bracket for secure cradling of exterior Christmas, HalloWeen 
and other festive-type light strings to rain gutters, eaves, 
WindoW and door frames, patio supports, Wood, cement 
block and stucco Walls, Wood and ornamental iron fences, 
railings, and the like. 

[0003] 1. Field 

[0004] My invention is in the ?eld of securing exterior 
festive decorator light strings, including but not limited to 
Christmas and HalloWeen lights, to: 1. Rain gutters of homes 
and commercial buildings; 2. Eaves, WindoW and door 
frames, and sidings of homes and commercial buildings; 3. 
Supports of rectangular cross-sections of fences, patios, and 
the like, 4. Cement block and stucco Walls, and 5. Wood and 
ornamental iron fences, railings, and the like. 

[0005] 2. State of Technology 

[0006] Consumers generally purchase exterior festive 
decorator lights in “strings” of varying lengths. Such strings 
are generally, but not alWays, found in three variations. First, 
individual light sockets are spaced at intervals across the 
length of the Wire bundle. Second, multiple light sockets are 
con?gured to hang vertically from the main horizontal Wire 
bundle to produce an “icicle” and/or “curtain” affect. Third, 
the Wire bundle and bulbs are encapsulated in a transparent 
material to produce a “rope” affect. 

[0007] a. Rain Gutters: Exterior festive decorator 
light strings are typically stretched along the length 
of the rain gutter and held in place by various types 
of plastic clips designed to adhere to the gutter 
through frictional engagement. If care is not exer 
cised during installation, one or more legs of these 
plastic clips may be broken, rendering the entire clip 
useless. In addition, many individuals opt to use their 
decorator lights year round to illuminate back yards, 
sWimming and spa areas, or for general security 
reasons. When exposed to ultra-violet rays of the sun 
for extended periods, plastic tends to break doWn and 
Weaken. Such deterioration can cause the frictional 
legs to break aWay, resulting in the string of lights, or 
portions thereof, to dangle from the rain gutter or fall 
to the ground altogether. 

[0008] b. Eaves, WindoW and Door Frames, and 
Sidings of Homes and Commercial Buildings, and 
Supports of Rectangular Cross-Sections of Fences, 
Patios, and the Like: 

[0009] 1) Exterior decorator light strings (less rope 
lights) are typically stretched betWeen tWo points 
and held in place With metal staples, brass cup 
hooks, nails, or plastic holders inserted under the 
shingles of a roof. Staples can, over time, short out 
the light string due to Wire insulation cold ?oW, 
fatigue or oxidation. In addition, if staples are 
hammered too tightly into the Wood, immediate 
damage can occur to either the insulation or con 
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ductor Wires, or both. Damage to the insulation or 
conductor Wires, or both, can also occur When 
staples are pried from the Wood in order to take 
doWn the light string. Such prying also causes 
unsightly damage to the Wood. Brass cup hooks 
lack durability in that they tend to sheer off if 
over-torqued at installation, and over time brass 
oxidiZes to create a someWhat obtrusive appear 
ance. Paint does not readily adhere to brass due to 
an oily residue left over from the manufacturing 
process. Nails are generally ?rst hammered into 
the Wood to provide a secure footing. The light 
string Wire bundle may be draped over the nail; 
hoWever, the Wind can easily cause the light string 
to fall to the ground. To provide a more secure 
cradle for the Wire bundle, the nail may be bent 
upWard. The exposed portion of the nail generally 
remains rigid and straight, and therefore, may 
“pinch” and damage the insulation or conductor 
Wire, or both, depending on the degree of bend. 
Many individuals opt to use their decorator lights 
year round to illuminate back yards, sWimming 
and spa areas, or for general security reasons. 
Metal nails, like metal staples, Will rust fairly 
quickly. If removed, unsightly holes are left Which 
can become home to a variety of insects. When 
exposed to ultra-violet rays of the sun for extended 
periods, plastic tends to break doWn and Weaken. 
Such deterioration can cause the plastic holders to 
snap, thereby alloWing the string of lights, or 
portions thereof, to dangle from the roof line or 
fall to the ground altogether. 

[0010] 2) Rope lights are generally stretched 
betWeen tWo points and held in place With a plastic 
C-shaped bracket that is attached to the Wood With 
a screW or nail. The plastic bracket can be broken 
and rendered useless if the screW is over-torqued 
or the nail is pounded in too far. Many individuals 
opt to use their rope lights year round to illuminate 
back yards, sWimming and spa areas, or for gen 
eral security reasons. When exposed to ultra-violet 
rays of the sun for extended periods, plastic tends 
to break doWn and Weaken. Such deterioration can 
cause the bracket to crack and break aWay, result 
ing in the rope light, or portions thereof, to dangle 
or fall to the ground altogether. 

[0011] c. Cement Block and Stucco Walls: Strings of 
exterior decorator lights are typically stretched 
betWeen tWo points and held in place by either brass 
cup hooks or nails. When a brass cup hook is 
utiliZed, a plastic masonry anchor is typically ?rst 
inserted into the cement block or stucco Wall. Paint 
does not readily adhere to brass due to an oily residue 
left over from the manufacturing process. Individu 
als, concerned about a Wall’s appearance When lights 
are not displayed, may purchase brass cup hooks 
With a colored rubber coating encapsulating the 
C-shaped cradle. Brass cup hooks lack durability in 
that they tend to sheer off When over-torqued, and 
over time the brass oxidiZes to create a someWhat 
obtrusive appearance. A color-coated masonry nail 
eliminates the need for a plastic masonry anchor. 
Nails are generally ?rst hammered into the cement 
block or stucco Wall to provide a secure footing. The 
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light string may be draped over the nail; however, the 
Wind can easily cause the light string to fall to the 
ground. To provide a more secure cradle for the Wire 
bundle, the nail may be bent upWard, although this is 
difficult to accomplish With hardened steel cement 
nails. The exposed portion of the nail generally 
remains rigid and straight, and therefore, may 
“pinch” and damage the insulation or conductor 
Wire, or both, depending on the degree of bend. 
Bending a nail in cement block or stucco tends to 
damage or Weaken the immediate surrounding area 
that, in turn, can cause the nail to become loose and 
fall to the ground. Whether or not a colored brass cup 
hook or nail is utiliZed, individuals have a rather 
limited choice of colors With Which to match their 
house paint. 

[0012] d. Ornamental Iron Fence, Railings, and the 
Like: Strings of exterior decorator lights are typically 
stretched along the fence/railing top and held in 
place at regular intervals With rope, Wire, Wire ties, 
and the like. If the light strings are taken doWn, 
knotted rope and Wire ties are normally cut and 
cannot be re-used. Wire strands can be removed 
Without cutting, but it is a time consuming process to 
tWist, and then untWist the Wire. Many individuals 
opt to leave their lights attached to the ornamental 
iron fences, railings, and the like, year round to 
illuminate back yards, sWimming and spa areas, or 
for general security reasons. Rope and plastic Wire 
ties Will deteriorate and break over time, thereby 
alloWing the lights, or portions thereof, to dangle or 
fall to the ground altogether. Wire is more durable, 
but if overly tightened, can damage the insulation or 
conductor Wires, or both. Wire Will oxidiZe unless 
pretreated With a rust inhibitor. Replacement inter 
vals and rate of oxidation are dependent on local 
climatic conditions. Knotted rope and rusted Wire 
strands create a “throWn-together” and obtrusive 
appearance, especially When individuals entertain in 
their back yards. Neither rope nor plastic Wire ties 
can be painted to match the color of the ornamental 
iron fences, railings, and the like. Wire strands can be 
pre-painted; hoWever, paint Will ?ake off When the 
Wire is tWisted. Painting Wire strands in position on 
the fence/railing Would prove to be impractical. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0013] The Right Angle Bracket of the subject invention 
may be mounted on rain gutters, WindoW and door frames of 
homes and commercial buildings, supports of rectangular 
cross-sections of fences, patios, and the like, and ornamental 
iron fences, railings, and the like. One leg is either bent 
relative to a base segment to form With the base segment a 
deep and secure V-shape cradle to hold a light string Wire 
bundle, or into a C-shape to form With the base segment a 
deep and secure cradle to hold a rope light. A second leg is 
bent at a right angle aWay from the base segment to conform 
With the base segment to the corner of the object and is 
secured to the object by inserting a screW, rivet or other 
appropriate fastener through a machined hole located in a 
midportion of the second leg. The Right Angle Bracket may 
be fabricated from steel, aluminum, copper, or other suitable 
metal material, and may then be coated With a rust inhibitor 
such as Zinc, chem ?lm, anodiZing, or other suitable process. 
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The Right Angle Bracket is durable, Will not damage the 
light string Wire bundle or rope light, is resistant to oxida 
tion, can be painted to match the exact color of the object to 
Which it is af?xed, and Will provide years of uninterrupted 
use. 

[0014] The Straight Bracket of the subject invention may 
be mounted on eaves, WindoW and door frames, and sidings 
of homes and commercial buildings, supports of rectangular 
cross-sections of fences, patios, and the like, and cement 
block and stucco Walls. A leg is either bent relative to a base 
segment to form With the base segment a deep and secure 
V-shape cradle to hold a light string Wire bundle, or into a 
C-shape to form With the base segment a deep and secure 
cradle to hold a rope light. In contrast to the Right Angle 
Bracket, there is no second leg. Installation consists of 
placing this base segment ?at against an object With the 
cradle facing aWay from the object; a plastic masonry anchor 
is ?rst inserted in cement block and stucco. The Straight 
Bracket is secured to the Wood, cement block and stucco by 
inserting a screW, rivet or other appropriate fastener through 
a machined hole in the top portion of the base segment. The 
Straight Bracket may be fabricated from steel, aluminum, 
copper, or other suitable metal material, and may then be 
coated With a rust inhibitor such as Zinc, chem ?lm, anod 
iZing, or other suitable process. The Straight Bracket is 
durable, Will not damage the light string Wire bundle, is 
resistant to oxidation, can be painted to match the exact 
color of the object to Which it is af?xed, and Will provide 
years of uninterrupted use. 

[0015] The Ornamental Iron Bracket of the subject inven 
tion is designed for attachment to ornamental iron fences, 
railings, and the like, Without the use of a screW, or other 
similar means. One leg is either bent relative to a base 
segment to form With the base segment a deep and secure 
V-shape cradle to hold a light string Wire bundle, or into a 
C-shape to form With the base segment a deep and secure 
cradle to hold a rope light. A second leg is bent at a right 
angle aWay from the base segment (similar to the Right 
Angle Bracket); hoWever, a second right angle bend in the 
second leg produces a third leg and a generally inverted 
U-shape. Installation consists of placing the U-shaped sec 
ond leg over the fence/railing With the cradle facing out 
Wards. The Ornamental Iron Bracket may be fabricated from 
steel, aluminum, copper, or other suitable metal material, 
and may then be coated With a rust inhibitor such as Zinc, 
chem ?lm, anodiZing, or other suitable process. The Orna 
mental Iron Bracket is durable, can be easily removed, Will 
not damage the light string Wire bundle, is resistant to 
oxidation, can be painted to match the exact color of the 
object to Which it is af?xed, and Will provide years of 
uninterrupted use. 

[0016] The Decorator Light String Bracket of the subject 
invention may also be formed With tWo cradles by spot 
Welding tWo brackets together so that there are tWo separate 
V-shaped cradles one above the other, tWo separate C-shape 
cradles one above the other, or a V-shape and a C-shape 
cradle one above the other. These brackets may be Right 
Angle Brackets, Straight Brackets, or Ornamental Iron 
Brackets. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0017] FIG. 1 depicts the Decorator Light String Bracket, 
Right Angle. 
[0018] FIG. 2 depicts the Decorator Light String Bracket, 
Straight. 
[0019] FIG. 3 depicts the Decorator Light String Bracket, 
Right Angle (Rope). 
[0020] FIG. 4 depicts the Decorator Light String Bracket, 
Straight (Rope). 
[0021] FIG. 5 depicts the Decorator Light String Bracket, 
Ornarnental Iron. 

[0022] FIG. 6 depicts the Decorator Light String Bracket, 
Ornarnental Iron (Rope). 

[0023] FIG. 7 depicts the Decorator Light String Bracket, 
Multiple Duplicate Straight. 

[0024] FIG. 8 depicts the Decorator Light String Bracket, 
Multiple Mixed Straight. 

[0025] FIG. 9 depicts the Decorator Light String Bracket, 
Multiple Duplicate Right Angle. 
[0026] FIG. 10 depicts the Decorator Light String 
Bracket, Multiple Mixed Right Angle. 

[0027] FIG. 11 depicts the Decorator Light String 
Bracket, Multiple Duplicate Ornarnental Iron. 

[0028] FIG. 12 depicts the Decorator Light String 
Bracket, Multiple Mixed Ornarnental Iron. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0029] Referring to FIG. 1, the Decorator Light String 
Bracket, Right Angle is formed from a single straight length 
of shape-retaining rnetal. Bending one leg (11) at an angle 
(17) in relation to the base segment (12) creates an upWardly 
open and generally V-shaped cradle (10) to hold the Wire 
bundle. The tip (13) of this leg (11) is itself bent slightly 
toWards the base segment (12) to form a tab that helps to 
keep the Wire bundle inside the V-shaped cradle (10). The 
second leg (14) extends from an upper end of the base 
segment (12) and is bent at a right angle (15) to the base 
segment (12) and away from the V-shaped cradle (10). 
Preferably, the base segment (12) is straight. UtiliZation 
consists of placing the right angle leg (14) over the corner of 
the object to Which the bracket is attached so that the base 
segment (12) is ?at against the surface and the V-shaped 
cradle (10) is facing away from the object. Typically, a screW 
is inserted through the mounting hole (16) and turned until 
the bracket ?ts snuggly to the object. When appropriate, a 
rivet or other mechanical fastener may be used in lieu of the 
screW to secure the bracket of FIG. 1 to the object. 

[0030] Referring to FIG. 2, the Decorator Light String 
Bracket, Straight is formed from a single straight length of 
shape-retaining rnetal. Bending one leg (11) at an angle (17) 
in relation to the base segment (12) creates an upWardly 
open and generally V-shaped cradle (10) to hold the Wire 
bundle. The tip (13) of this leg (11) is itself bent slightly 
toWards the base segment (12) to form a tab that helps to 
keep the Wire bundle inside the V-shaped cradle (10). 
Preferably, the base segment (12) is straight. UtiliZation 
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consists of placing the base segment (12) ?at against the 
object to Which the bracket is to be attached so that the 
V-shaped cradle (10) is facing away from said object. A 
screW is inserted through the mounting hole (16) in the base 
segment and turned until the bracket ?ts snuggly to the 
object. When appropriate, a rivet or other mechanical fas 
tener may be used in lieu of the screW to secure the bracket 
of FIG. 2 to an object. 

[0031] Referring to FIG. 3, the Decorator Light String 
Bracket, Right Angle (Rope) is formed from a single straight 
length of shape-retaining rnetal. Bending one leg (11) in a 
circular manner (17) toWards the base segment (12) creates 
an upWardly open and generally C-shaped cradle (10) to 
hold the rope light. There is suf?cient space betWeen the tip 
(13) of the circular leg (11) and the base segment (12) to 
alloW the rope light to be laid in the C-shaped cradle (10). 
The second leg (14) extends from an upper end of the base 
segment (12) and is bent at a right angle (15) to the base 
segment (12) and away from the C-shaped cradle (10). 
Preferably, the base segment is straight. UtiliZation consists 
of placing the right angle leg (14) over the corner of the 
object to Which the bracket is to be attached so that the base 
segment (12) is ?at against the surface and the C-shaped 
cradle (10) is facing away from the object. A screW is 
inserted through the mounting hole (16) in the second leg 
and turned until the bracket ?ts snuggly to the object. When 
appropriate, a rivet or other mechanical fastener may be used 
in lieu of the screW to secure the bracket of FIG. 3 to an 
object. 

[0032] Referring to FIG. 4, the Decorator Light String 
Bracket, Straight (Rope) is formed from a single straight 
length of shape-retaining rnetal. Bending one leg (11) in a 
circular manner (17) toWards the base segment (12) creates 
an upWardly open and generally C-shaped cradle (10) to 
hold the rope light. There is suf?cient space betWeen the tip 
(13) of the circular leg (11) and the base segment (12) to 
alloW the rope light to be laid in the C-shaped cradle (10). 
Preferably, the base segment (12) is straight. UtiliZation 
consists of placing the base segment (12) ?at against the 
object to Which the bracket is to be attached so that the 
C-shaped cradle (10) is facing away from said object. A 
screW is inserted through the mounting hole (16) in the base 
segment and turned until the bracket ?ts snuggly to the 
object. When appropriate, a rivet or other mechanical fas 
tener may be used in lieu of the screW to secure the bracket 
of FIG. 4 to an object. 

[0033] Referring to FIG. 5, the Decorator Light String 
Bracket, Ornarnental Iron is formed from a single straight 
length of shape-retaining rnetal. Bending one leg (11) at an 
angle (17) in relation to the base segment (12) creates an 
upWardly open and generally V-shaped cradle (10) to hold 
the Wire bundle. The tip (13) of this leg (11) is itself bent 
slightly toWards the base segment (12) to form a tab that 
helps to keep the Wire bundle inside the V-shaped cradle 
(10). The second leg (14) extends from an upper end of the 
base segment (12) and is bent at a right angle (15) to the base 
segment (12) and away from the V-shaped cradle (10). The 
third leg (18) is bent doWnWard at a right angle (19) from an 
end of the second leg so that it is spaced from and extends 
generally parallel to the base segment (12). Preferably, the 
base segment is straight. UtiliZation consists of placing the 
base segment (12) and legs (14) (18) around three sides of 
a support object having a generally rectangular or square 
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transverse cross section, eg an ornamental iron object, in 
such a manner that the V-shaped cradle (10) is facing aWay 
from the object. The bracket of FIG. 5 may be held in place, 
Without the use of a mounting screW, rivet or other mechani 
cal fastener, by the tWo right angle legs and the base 
segment. 

[0034] Referring to FIG. 6, the Decorator Light String 
Bracket, Ornamental Iron (Rope) is formed from a single 
straight length of shape-retaining metal. Bending one leg 
(11) in a circular manner (17) toWards the base segment (12) 
creates an upWardly open and generally C-shaped cradle 
(10) to hold the rope light. There is sufficient space betWeen 
the tip (13) of the circular leg (11) and the base segment (12) 
to alloW the rope light to be laid in the C-shaped cradle (10). 
The second leg (14) extends from an upper end of the base 
segment (12) and is bent at a right angle (15) to the base 
segment (12) and aWay from the C-shaped cradle (10). The 
third leg (18) is bent doWnWard from an end of the second 
leg at a right angle (19) so that it is spaced from and extends 
generally parallel to the base segment (12). Preferably, the 
base segment is straight. UtiliZation consists of placing the 
base segment (12) and legs (14) (18) around three sides of 
a support object having a generally rectangular or square 
transverse cross section, eg an ornamental iron object, in 
such a manner that the C-shaped cradle (10) is facing aWay 
from the object. The bracket of FIG. 6 may be held in place, 
Without the use of a mounting screW, rivet, or other mechani 
cal fastener, by the tWo right angle legs and the base 
segment. 

[0035] Referring to FIG. 7, the Decorator Light String 
Bracket, Multiple Duplicate Straight is formed by spot 
Welding tWo Straight brackets of FIG. 2 together at (21) so 
that there are tWo separate upWardly open and generally 
V-shaped cradles (10), one above the other. Although FIG. 
7 depicts a pair of upWardly open and generally V-shaped 
cradles, by spot-Welding tWo Straight brackets of FIG. 4 
together, the bracket of FIG. 7 may have a pair of upWardly 
open and generally C-shape cradles one above the other. The 
upper cradle is spaced above the loWer cradle a suf?cient 
distance to permit the easy insertion and removal of light 
strings and rope lights from the loWer cradle. Preferably, the 
extended base segment (12) is straight. UtiliZation consists 
of placing the extended base segment (12) ?at against the 
object to Which it is to be attached so that the cradles (10) 
are facing aWay from said object. AscreW is inserted through 
the mounting hole (16) in the extended base segment and 
turned until the bracket ?ts snuggly to the object. When 
appropriate, a rivet or other mechanical fastener may be used 
in lieu of the screW to secure the bracket of FIG. 7 to an 
object. 

[0036] Referring to FIG. 8, the Decorator Light String 
Bracket, Multiple Mixed Straight is formed by spot-Welding 
a Straight bracket of FIG. 2 and a Straight (Rope) bracket 
of FIG. 4 together at (21) so that there are tWo separate 
cradles (10), one above the other. Although FIG. 8 depicts 
an upWardly open and generally C-shaped cradle above the 
upWardly open and generally V-shaped cradle, the location 
of the cradles may be reversed. The upper cradle is spaced 
above the loWer cradle a sufficient distance to permit the 
easy insertion and removal of light strings and rope lights 
from the loWer cradle. Preferably, the extended base seg 
ment (12) is straight. UtiliZation consists of placing the 
extended base segment (12) ?at against the object to Which 
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it is to be attached so that the cradles (10) are facing aWay 
from said object. A screW is inserted through the mounting 
screW hole (16) in the extended base segment and turned 
until the bracket ?ts snuggly to the object. When appropri 
ate, a rivet or other mechanical fastener may be used in lieu 
of the screW to secure the bracket of FIG. 8 to an object. 

[0037] Referring to FIG. 9, the Decorator Light String 
Bracket, Multiple Duplicate Right Angle is formed by 
spot-Welding a Right Angle bracket of FIG. 1 and a Straight 
bracket of FIG. 2 together at (21) so that there are tWo 
separate upWardly open and generally V-shape cradles (10), 
one above the other. Although FIG. 9 depicts a pair of 
upWardly open and generally V-shaped cradles, by using the 
brackets of FIGS. 3 and 4, the bracket of FIG. 9 may have 
a pair of upWardly open and generally C-shape cradles one 
above the other. The upper cradle is spaced above the loWer 
cradle a suf?cient distance to permit the easy insertion and 
removal of light strings and rope lights from the loWer 
cradle. The leg (14) extends from the upper end of the 
extended base segment (12) and is bent at a right angle (15) 
to the extended base segment and aWay from the cradles 
(10). Preferably, the extended base segment (12) is straight. 
UtiliZation consists of placing the right angle leg (14) over 
the corner of the object to Which it is to be attached so that 
the extended base segment (12) is ?at against the surface, 
and the cradles (10) are facing aWay from the object. AscreW 
is inserted through the mounting hole (16) in the second leg 
(14) and turned until the bracket ?ts snuggly to the object. 
When appropriate, a rivet or other mechanical fastener may 
be used in lieu of the screW to secure the bracket of FIG. 9 
to an object. 

[0038] Referring to FIG. 10, the Decorator Light String 
Bracket, Multiple Mixed Right Angle is formed by spot 
Welding a Straight bracket of FIG. 2 and a Right Angle 
(Rope) bracket of FIG. 3 together at (21) so that there are 
tWo separate cradles (10), one above the other. Although 
FIG. 10 depicts the upWardly open and generally C-shaped 
cradle above the upWardly open and generally V-shaped 
cradle, by using the brackets of FIGS. 1 and 4, the location 
of the cradles may be reversed. The upper cradle is spaced 
above the loWer cradle a suf?cient distance to permit the 
easy insertion and removal of light strings and rope lights 
from the loWer cradle. The leg (14) extends from an upper 
end of the extended base segment (12) and is bent at a right 
angle (15) to the extended base segment (12) and aWay from 
the cradles (10). Preferably, the extended base segment (12) 
is straight. UtiliZation consists of placing the right angle leg 
(14) over the corner of the object to Which it is to be attached 
so that the extended base segment (12) is ?at against the 
surface, and the cradles (10) are facing aWay from the object. 
A screW is inserted through the mounting hole (16) in the 
second leg (14) and turned until the bracket ?ts snuggly to 
the object. When appropriate, a rivet or other mechanical 
fastener may be used in lieu of the screW to secure the 
bracket of FIG. 10 to an object. 

[0039] Referring to FIG. 11, the Decorator Light String 
Bracket, Multiple Duplicate Ornamental Iron is formed by 
spot-Welding an Ornamental Iron bracket of FIG. 5 and a 
Straight bracket of FIG. 2 together at (21) so that there are 
tWo separate upWardly open and generally V-shape cradles 
(10), one above the other. Although FIG. 11 depicts a pair 
of upWardly open and generally V-shaped cradles, by using 
the brackets of FIGS. 4 and 6, the bracket of FIG. 11 may 
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have a pair of upwardly open and generally C-shape cradles 
one above the other. The upper cradle is spaced above the 
loWer cradle a suf?cient distance to permit the easy insertion 
and removal of light strings and rope lights from the loWer 
cradle. The leg (14) extends from an upper end of the 
extended base segment (12) and is bent at a right angle (15) 
to the extended base segment (12) and aWay from the cradles 
(10). The leg (18) is bent doWnWard at right angle (19) from 
an end of leg (14) so that it is spaced from and extends 
generally parallel to the extended base segment (12). Pref 
erably, the extended base segment (12) is straight. UtiliZa 
tion consists of placing the extended base segment (12) and 
legs (14) (18) around three sides of a support object having 
a generally rectangular or square transverse cross section, 
eg an ornamental iron object, in such a manner that the 
cradles (10) are facing aWay from the object. The bracket of 
FIG. 11 may be held in place, Without the use of a mounting 
screW, rivet or other mechanical fastener, by the tWo right 
angle legs and the extended base segment. 

[0040] Referring to FIG. 12, the Decorator Light String 
Bracket, Multiple Mixed Ornamental Iron is formed by 
spot-Welding an Ornamental Iron (Rope) bracket of FIG. 6 
and a Straight bracket of FIG. 2 together at (21) so that there 
are tWo separate cradles (10), one above the other. Although 
FIG. 12 depicts an upWardly open and generally C-shaped 
cradle above the upWardly open and generally V-shaped 
cradle, by using the brackets of FIGS. 4 and 5, the location 
the cradles (10) may be reversed. The upper cradle is spaced 
above the loWer cradle a sufficient distance to permit the 
easy insertion and removal of light strings and rope lights 
from the loWer cradle. The leg (14) extends from an upper 
end of the extended base segment (12) and is bent at a right 
angle (15) to the extended base segment (12) and aWay from 
the cradles (10). The leg (18) is bent doWnWard at a right 
angle (19) from an end of the leg (14) so that it is spaced 
from and extends generally parallel to the extended base 
segment (12). Preferably, the extended base segment (12) is 
straight. UtiliZation consists of placing the extended base 
segment (12) and legs (14) (18) around three sides of a 
support object having a generally rectangular or square 
transverse cross section, eg an ornamental iron object, in 
such a manner that the cradles (10) are facing aWay from the 
object. The bracket of FIG. 12 may be held in place, Without 
the use of a mounting screW, rivet or other mechanical 
fastener, by the tWo right angle legs and the extended base 
segment. 

[0041] All of the Decorator Light String Brackets 
described above may be fabricated from steel, aluminum, 
copper, or other suitable metal material. Whichever type of 
metal is utiliZed, it may be plated/coated to inhibit oxidation, 
tarnish, or corrosion, and/or painted to match the color of the 
object to Which it is attached. For example, a steel used to 
form the bracket may be Zinc plated, an aluminum used to 
form the bracket may be anodiZed, and a copper used to form 
the bracket may be clear coated. 

[0042] Whereas this invention is illustrated and described 
above as the best mode to carry out such invention, in actual 
practice, it is understood that various changes may be made 
in adapting the invention to different applications Without 
departing from the broader inventive concepts disclosed 
herein and comprehended by the claims that folloW. For 
example, While the decorator light string bracket of the 
subject invention is primarily intended for outdoor use, the 
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decorator light string bracket of the subject invention may 
also be used for hanging decorator light strings and rope 
lights from support surfaces in the interior of a building. 

What is claimed is: 
1. ADecorator Light String Bracket for hanging decorator 

light strings and rope lights from rain gutters, eaves, WindoW 
and door frames, exterior building Walls, and other exterior 
building support surfaces and from fences, railings, and the 
like, comprising: 

a base segment; the base segment having an upper end and 
a loWer end; a ?rst leg extending outWard and upWard 
from the loWer end of the base segment and forming 
With the base segment an upWardly open ?rst cradle 
siZed for receiving and securely holding light strings 
and rope lights; means for securing the bracket to a 
support surface; and the base segment and the ?rst leg 
being a single length of shape-retaining metal material. 

2. The Decorator Light String Bracket according to claim 
1, Wherein: 

the ?rst leg is generally straight and forms With the base 
segment an upWardly open and generally V-shaped 
cradle. 

3. The Decorator Light String Bracket according to claim 
2, Wherein: 

the means for securing the bracket to a support surface is 
a hole in the base segment for receiving a mechanical 
fastener. 

4. The Decorator Light String Bracket according to claim 
2, including: 

a second leg extending from the upper end of the base 
segment at a substantially right angle to the base 
segment and aWay from the ?rst cradle to act as a 
support arm of the bracket; and the base segment and 
the ?rst and second legs being a single length of 
shape-retaining metal material. 

5. The Decorator Light String Bracket according to claim 
4, Wherein: 

the means for securing the bracket to a support surface is 
a hole in the second leg for receiving a mechanical 
fastener. 

6. The Decorator Light String Bracket according to claim 
2, including: 

a second leg extending from the upper end of the base 
segment at a substantially right angle to the base 
segment and aWay from the ?rst cradle; a third leg 
extending at a substantially right angle doWnWard from 
the second leg; the third leg being spaced from and 
extending generally parallel to the base segment to 
form With the second leg and the base segment an 
inverted generally U-shaped channel that is the secur 
ing means of the bracket; and the base segment and the 
?rst, second and third legs being a single length of 
shape-retaining metal material. 

7. The Decorator Light String Bracket according to claim 
1, Wherein: 

the ?rst leg is generally C-shaped and forms With the base 
segment an upWardly open and generally C-shaped 
cradle. 
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8. The Decorator Light String Bracket according to claim 
7, Wherein: 

the means for securing the bracket to a support surface is 
a hole in the base segment for receiving a mechanical 
fastener. 

9. The Decorator Light String Bracket according to claim 
7, including: 

a second leg extending from the upper end of the base 
segment at a substantially right angle to the base 
segment and aWay from the ?rst cradle to act as a 
support arm of the bracket; and the base segment and 
the ?rst and second legs being a single length of 
shape-retaining metal material. 

10. The Decorator Light String Bracket according to 
claim 9, Wherein: 

the means for securing the bracket to a support surface is 
a hole in the second leg for receiving a mechanical 
fastener. 

11. The Decorator Light String Bracket according to claim 
7, including: 

a second leg extending from the upper end of the base 
segment at a substantially right angle to the base 
segment and aWay from the ?rst cradle; a third leg 
extending at a substantially right angle doWnWard from 
the second leg; the third leg being spaced from and 
extending generally parallel to the base segment to 
form With the second leg and the base segment an 
inverted generally U-shaped channel that is the secur 
ing means of the bracket; and the base segment and the 
?rst, second and third legs being a single length of 
shape-retaining metal material. 

12. The Decorator Light String Bracket according to 
claim 1, Wherein: 

the shape-retaining metal material is selected from a 
group consisting of: steel treated to inhibit oxidation, 
aluminum, anodiZed aluminum, copper, and clear 
coated copper to inhibit oxidation. 

13. A Decorator Light String Bracket for hanging deco 
rator light strings and rope lights from rain gutters, eaves, 
WindoW and door frames, exterior building Walls, and other 
exterior building support surfaces and from fences, railings, 
and the like, comprising: 

a base segment; the base segment having an upper portion 
and a loWer portion; 

a ?rst leg extending outWard and upWard from the loWer 
end of the loWer portion of the base segment and 
forming With the loWer portion of the base segment an 
upWardly open ?rst cradle siZed for receiving and 
securely holding light strings and rope lights; the loWer 
portion of the base segment and the ?rst leg being a 
single length of shape-retaining metal material; 

a second leg extending outWard and upWard from the 
loWer end of the upper portion of the base segment and 
forming With the upper portion of the base segment an 
upWardly open second cradle siZed for receiving and 
securely holding light strings and rope lights; the 
second cradle being spaced above the ?rst cradle to 
permit the insertion and removal of light strings and 
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rope lights from the ?rst cradle; the upper portion of the 
base segment and the second leg being a single length 
of shape-retaining metal material; 

the loWer portion of the base segment being secured to the 
upper portion of the base segment; and 

means for securing the bracket to a support surface. 
14. The Decorator Light String Bracket according to 

claim 13, Wherein: 

at least one of the ?rst and second legs is generally 
straight and forms With the base segment an upWardly 
open and generally V-shaped cradle. 

15. The Decorator Light String Bracket according to 
claim 13, Wherein: 

the ?rst and second legs are each generally straight and 
form With the base segment upWardly open and gen 
erally V-shaped cradles. 

16. The Decorator Light String Bracket according to 
claim 13, Wherein: 

at least one of the ?rst and second legs is generally 
C-shape and forms With the base segment an upWardly 
open and generally C-shaped cradle. 

17. The Decorator Light String Bracket according to 
claim 13, Wherein: 

the ?rst and second legs are each generally C-shape and 
form With the base segment an upWardly open and 
generally C-shaped cradles. 

18. The Decorator Light String Bracket according to 
claim 13, Wherein: 

one of the ?rst and second legs is generally straight and 
forms With the base segment an upWardly open and 
generally V-shaped cradle; and the other of the ?rst and 
second legs is generally C-shape and forms With the 
base segment an upWardly open and generally 
C-shaped cradle. 

19. The Decorator Light String Bracket according to 
claim 13, Wherein: 

the means for securing the bracket to a support surface is 
a hole in the upper portion of the base segment for 
receiving a mechanical fastener. 

20. The Decorator Light String Bracket according to 
claim 13, including: 

a third leg extending from the upper end of the upper 
portion of the base segment at a substantially right 
angle to the base segment and aWay from the ?rst and 
second cradles to act as a support arm of the bracket; 
and the upper portion of the base segment and the 
second and third legs being a single length of shape 
retaining metal material. 

21. The Decorator Light String Bracket according to 
claim 20, Wherein: 

the means for securing the bracket to a support surface is 
a hole in the third leg for receiving a mechanical 
fastener. 

22. The Decorator Light String Bracket according to 
claim 13, including: 

a third leg extending from an upper end of the upper 
portion of the base segment at a substantially right 
angle to the base segment and aWay from the ?rst and 
second cradles; a fourth leg extending at a substantially 
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right angle downward from the third leg; the fourth leg 
being spaced from and extending generally parallel to 
the base segment to form With the third leg and the base 
segment an inverted generally U-shaped channel that is 
the securing means of the bracket; and the upper 
portion of the base segment and the second, third and 
fourth legs being a single length of shape-retaining 
metal material. 
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23. The Decorator Light String Bracket according to 
claim 13, Wherein: 

the shape-retaining metal materials of the bracket are 
selected from a group consisting of: steel treated to 
inhibit oxidation, aluminum, anodiZed aluminum, cop 
per, and clear-coated copper to inhibit oxidation. 

* * * * * 


