
US 20030056217A1 

(19) United States 
(12) Patent Application Publication (10) Pub. No.: US 2003/0056217 A1 

Brooks (43) Pub. Date: Mar. 20, 2003 

(54) 

(76) 

(21) 

(22) 

(51) 

TECHNIQUE FOR EFFECTIVELY 
PROVIDING PROGRAM MATERIAL IN A 
CABLE TELEVISION SYSTEM 

Inventor: Paul D. Brooks, Highlands Ranch, CO 
(Us) 

Correspondence Address: 
Alex L. Yip 
Kaye Scholer LLP 
425 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 (US) 

Appl. No.: 09/956,688 

Filed: Sep. 20, 2001 

Publication Classi?cation 

Int. Cl.7 .......................... .. H04N 7/10; G06F 13/00; 
H04N 5/445; G06F 3/00; H04N 7/025 

(52) us. Cl. ............... .. 725/46; 725/32; 725/34; 725/35; 
725/45; 725/60; 725/61; 725/37 

(57) ABSTRACT 

In a cable television system in accordance With the inven 
tion, program materials are made available to subscribers in 
a neighborhood on an as needed basis. Speci?cally, When a 
subscriber at a set-top terminal selects a program channel to 
Watch, the selection request is transmitted to a headend of 
the system. In response to such a request, a controller in the 
headend determines Whether the material of the selected 
program channel has been made available to the neighbor 
hood. If it has been made available, the controller identi?es 
to the set-top terminal the carrier Which is carrying the 
requested program material, and to Which the set-top termi 
nal tunes to obtain the requested program material. Other 
Wise, the controller assigns an unused carrier to carry the 
requested program material, and informs the set-top terminal 
of the identity of the neWly assigned carrier. The controller 
also retires those carriers assigned for the program channels 
Which are no longer Watched by the subscribers in the 
neighborhood. 
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TECHNIQUE FOR EFFECTIVELY PROVIDING 
PROGRAM MATERIAL IN A CABLE TELEVISION 

SYSTEM 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The invention relates to a communications system 
and method, and more particularly to a community access 
television (CATV) system and method for providing pro 
gram material through a netWork having limited bandWidth. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Cable television is typically provided by delivering 
digital television programming through a community access 
television (CATV) system to subscribers. Speci?cally, in 
delivering the digital television programming, a headend in 
the CATV system distributes program data streams contain 
ing program materials through different channels of a dis 
tribution netWork, Which occupy speci?ed frequency bands. 
The program data stream for each channel is used to 
modulate a carrier associated With the channel. The resulting 
modulated carriers are combined and transmitted through 
the distribution netWork to a service area node, Where the 
combined modulated carries are provided to a neighbor 
hood. A subscriber in the neighborhood utiliZes a set-top 
terminal to receive the combined modulated carriers and 
tune to a desired channel to obtain the program material 
from the associated modulated carrier. 

[0003] In prior art, the combined modulated carriers pro 
vided to a neighborhood contain program materials of all 
channels used in a CATV system. HoWever, as a cable TV 
provider uses an increasing number of channels to deliver 
additional program materials to attain a larger subscription, 
the number of available channels Will soon run out. Thus, an 
urgent need arises Where an ef?cient utiliZation of the 
limited bandWidth of the distribution netWork is required to 
deliver the additional program materials. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0004] I have recogniZed that use of the distribution net 
Work bandWidth in a prior art CATV system is inef?cient in 
that each program channel is ?xedly assigned to one of the 
M carriers for transmission of its program material, Where M 
represents the maXimum number of carriers Which the 
limited netWork bandWidth can accommodate. In addition, 
all of the program channels are simultaneously made avail 
able to each set-top terminal in a neighborhood. As a result, 
the number of program channels that a prior art CATV 
system can provide cannot eXceed M. 

[0005] The invention overcomes the prior art limitations 
by dynamically assigning carriers to carry program materials 
of only those program channels selected by the set-top 
terminals (or subscribers) in a neighborhood. Advanta 
geously, the number of program channels that the inventive 
CATV system can provide, although not simultaneously, can 
eXceed M. In accordance With the invention, a collection of 
program materials attributed to different program channels 
carried by assigned carriers are provided to a group of 
terminals on an as needed basis. When a terminal in the 

group issues a request for selected program material, a 
controller determines Whether the selected program material 
has been included in the collection. If it is determined that 
the selected program material is not included in the collec 
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tion, the controller causes the neWly-selected program mate 
rial to be added to the collection provided to the group of 
terminals. To that end, the controller assigns an unused 
carrier to carry the neWly-selected material. A control mes 
sage responsive to the request is then generated by the 
controller to the requesting terminal, Which contains the 
identity of the assigned carrier. The requesting terminal may 
then tune to the identi?ed carrier to obtain the requested 
program material. 

[0006] In accordance With an aspect of the invention, any 
carrier Which is assigned to carry program material no 
longer selected by any terminal in the group is retired and 
put in reserve for reassignment. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

[0007] Further objects, features and advantages of the 
invention Will become apparent from the folloWing detailed 
description taken in conjunction With the accompanying 
draWing, in Which: 

[0008] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a hybrid ?ber coaX 
cable CATV system in accordance With the invention; 

[0009] FIG. 2 illustrates selected carriers for transmitting 
program materials and control messages in a forWard pass 
band of the system of FIG. 1; 

[0010] FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a controller used in the 
system of FIG. 1; 

[0011] FIG. 4 is a table used by the controller for dynami 
cally assigning the carriers for transmission of program 
materials in accordance With the invention; 

[0012] FIG. 5 illustrates a data format of a request pro 
cessed by the controller; 

[0013] FIG. 6 is a How chart illustrating a process for 
processing the request; and 

[0014] FIG. 7 is a How chart illustrating a process for 
retiring an unused carrier. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0015] The invention is directed to a technique for utiliZ 
ing limited netWork bandWidth to distribute program mate 
rials to subscribers in a community access television 
(CATV) system. In accordance With the invention, the 
CATV system makes available to subscribers selected pro 
gram channels, as opposed to all of the program channels 
furnished by the system as in prior art. In the inventive 
CATV system, the program channels are provided on an as 
needed basis, and are selected to serve the subscribers in the 
same neighborhood requesting those channels. 

[0016] FIG. 1 illustrates hybrid ?ber coaX (HFC) cable 
CATV system 10 embodying the principles of the invention 
for providing program materials to set-top terminals on the 
subscriber premises. As shoWn in FIG.1, system 10 includes 
headend 100, ?ber node 122, cable distribution netWork 124, 
and service area node 126 Which is connected to set-top 
terminals 128-1 through 128-L in a neighborhood, Where L 
is a predetermined number. 

[0017] In headend 100, program material processing unit 
102 receives program materials from various sources via 
satellites, terrestrial microWave transmissions, cable, etc. 
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The program materials are processed by unit 102 to form K 
individual program data streams in a digital format, Where K 
is an integer. Each program data stream contains program 
material, Which requires a transmission channel having a 
speci?ed frequency band for its distribution. In order to fully 
appreciate the invention, the term “transmission channel” 
used here should not be confused With a “program channel.” 
A “transmission channel” signi?es a designated frequency 
band through Which a program data stream containing 
program material is transmitted. On the other hand, a 
“program channel” signi?es the source of the program 
material selected by a subscriber to vieW. For example, a 
subscriber may select program channel 2 to vieW program 
material provided by CBS, program channel 14 to vieW 
program material provided by ESPN; program channel 32 to 
vieW program material provided by MTV, etc. In this 
instance, there are K program channels corresponding to the 
K program data streams. 

[0018] In accordance With the invention, under control of 
controller 112, sWitching unit 104 selects and sWitches a 
subset of the K program data streams, say, p program data 
streams to modulator bank 106, Where péK. The program 
data streams in the subset are selected in a manner described 
beloW. Each selected program data stream is transmitted 
through a different transmission channel after it modulates a 
carrier associated With the transmission channel in a desig 
nated forWard passband. As is Well knoWn, in the United 
States the designated forWard passband for cable TV ranges 
from 50 MHZ to 550 MHZ. 

[0019] FIG. 2 illustrates M carriers, C1 through CM, 
associated With M transmission channels in the forWard 
passband, respectively, Which are pre-selected for use in this 
instance. Since the forWard passband is limited in band 
Width, M in this instance represents the maximum number of 
carriers or transmission channels that the forWard passband 
can accommodate. As shoWn in FIG. 2, the carrier fre 
quency of C1 is denoted CFl; the carrier frequency of C2 is 
denoted CF2; . . . ; and the carrier frequency of CM is denoted 
CFM. In addition, in accordance With the invention, a control 
carrier CC having a carrier frequency CCF is assigned to 
carry control messages by controller 112 to the set-top 
terminals through a control channel in the forWard passband. 

[0020] In prior art, each program channel is ?xedly 
assigned to one of the M carriers for transmission of its 
program material. In addition, all of the program channels 
are simultaneously made available to each set-top terminal 
in a neighborhood. As a result, the number of program 
channels that a prior art CATV system can provide cannot 
exceed M. HoWever, the invention overcomes the prior art 
limitations by dynamically assigning carriers to carry pro 
gram materials of only those program channels selected by 
the set-top terminals (or subscribers) in a neighborhood. 
Advantageously, the number of program channels that the 
inventive CATV system can provide, although not simulta 
neously, can exceed M. That is, K can be greater than M in 
this instance. 

[0021] Thus, in accordance With the invention, controller 
112 communicates to sWitching unit 104 through link 116, 
causing unit 104 to sWitch, to modulator bank 106, the 
selected p program data streams Which contain the program 
channel materials selected aggregately by the subscribers in 
the neighborhood. As long as péM, Which is very likely 
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stemming from the fact that the majority at a given time 
Watch only a feW particular favorite program channels, 
controller 112 manages to assign p carriers to carry the 
respective data streams. To that end, controller 112 also 
speci?es to unit 104 the selected inputs of modulator bank 
106 to Which the p data streams are sWitched. 

[0022] In this instance, modulator bank 106 includes con 
ventional modulators. Each input to modulator bank 106 is 
fed to a different modulator for modulating the input onto 
one of the M carriers. The p data streams are sWitched by 
unit 104 to the appropriate inputs of modulator bank 106 to 
be modulated onto the p assigned carriers, resulting in p data 
signals representing the modulated carriers, respectively. In 
addition, controller 112 transmits control messages 
described beloW, through link 114, to modulator bank 106 
Where a modulator modulates the control messages onto the 
aforementioned control carrier, resulting in a control signal 
representing the modulated control carrier. 

[0023] Combiner 108 combines the p data signals and 
control signal to form a combined signal, Which is fed to 
optical transceiver 110. The latter generates an optical signal 
representing the combined signal. The optical signal 
traverses optical ?ber 113 to ?ber node 122. A transceiver 
(not shoWn) in ?ber node 122 Which performs the inverse 
function to transceiver 110 converts the optical signal back 
to the combined signal in electrical form. The combined 
signal traverses cable distribution netWork 124 to service 
area node 126, Where the combined signal is multicast to 
set-top terminals 128-1 through 128-L. A set-top terminal 
may tune to the control carrier frequency CCF and extract 
the control signal from the received combined signal. The 
control signal may contain information identifying the car 
rier Which is assigned to carry the program channel material 
selected by the set-top terminal. Based on any such infor 
mation, the set-top terminal tunes to the frequency of the 
identi?ed carrier and extracts the corresponding data signal 
from the received combined signal. The selected program 
channel material is then derived in a Well knoWn manner 
from the extracted data signal for vieWing. 

[0024] Referring to FIG. 3, controller 112 includes pro 
cessor 204 of conventional design, Which is connected to 
memory 206 and interface 202. In accordance With the 
invention, processor 204 receives, from one or more of 
set-top terminals 128-1 through 128-L, requests for materi 
als of program channels selected thereby. Such requests are 
processed by processor 204 in accordance With routines 
stored in memory 206 Which are described beloW. It suf?ces 
to knoW for noW that in response to one such request, 
processor 204 causes sWitching unit 104 to sWitch the 
program data stream corresponding to the requested pro 
gram channel to a selected input of modulator bank 106 and 
assigns an unused carrier for transmitting the data stream if 
processor 204 has not done so. In addition, processor 204 
transmits a control message receivable by the requesting 
set-top terminal, Which includes the information identifying 
the carrier assigned by processor 204 to carry the requested 
program channel material. As mentioned before, based on 
such information, the requesting set-top terminal tunes to the 
frequency of the identi?ed carrier to obtain the selected 
program channel material. 

[0025] To manage the dynamic assignment of carriers for 
transmitting requested program channel materials to each 
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neighborhood, an assignment table is used in this instance 
Which is stored in memory 206. FIG. 4 illustrates such an 
assignment table (denoted 300), Which includes columns 
304, 306 and 308. Column 304 enumerates each program 
channel X selectable by a subscriber through a set-top 
terminal, Which ranges from 1 to K in this instance. Column 
306 tracks, for each program channel X, the number of 
subscribers in the neighborhood selected that program chan 
nel to Watch (NPCHX). Column 308 includes entries identi 
fying the carriers assigned by processor 204 to carry the 
respective materials of program channels X. Thus, With 
assignment table 300, processor 204 has knoWledge that, for 
eXample, referring to roW 311, carrier C3 (one of the carriers 
C1 through CM) is assigned for program channel 2 (X=2) 
Which 12 subscribers (NPCHX=12) have selected to Watch. In 
addition, as indicated in roW 313, no subscriber (NPCHX=O) 
has selected to Watch program channel 1 (X=1). Thus, in 
accordance With the invention, no carrier (Null) is assigned 
for program channel 1. That is, program channel 1 material 
is currently not transmitted to service area node 126 and thus 
not currently made available in the neighborhood. 

[0026] When a subscriber at a set-top terminal selects a 
different program channel to Watch, a request for material of 
the neWly-selected program channel is sent from the set-top 
terminal to controller 118. It should be noted at this point 
that each of set-top terminals 128-1 through 128-L is pre 
assigned With an identi?er for identifying the set-top termi 
nal. FIG. 5 illustrates the request Which includes, among 
others, STID ?eld 402 containing an identi?er identifying 
the requesting set-top terminal, PCHNEW ?eld 404 contain 
ing the neWly-selected program channel number, and 
PCHOLD ?eld 406 containing the previously-selected program 
channel number. Thus, for eXample, if the subscriber 
changes the program channel selection from channel 8 to 
channel 2 (or in other Words “deselects” channel 8 in favor 
of channel 2), the value of PCHNEW ?eld 404 Would be set 
to “8” and that of PCHOLD ?eld 406 Would be set to “2.” If 
the subscriber has just turned on the cable TV to Watch 
program channel 9, the value of PCHNEW ?eld 404 in that 
instance Would be set to “9” and that of PCHOLD ?eld 406 
Would be set to “0,” indicating an off state. Conversely, if the 
subscriber Who has been Watching program channel 9 
chooses to turn off the cable TV, the value of PCHNEW ?eld 
404 Would be set to “0” and that of PCHOLD ?eld 406 Would 
be set to “9.” 

[0027] Referring back to FIG. 1, the above-described 
request is generated by the requesting set-top terminal, say, 
terminal 128-1, Which incorporates a cable modem for 
modulating a speci?ed carrier in a reverse passband With the 
request data. As is Well knoWn, in the United States the 
reverse passband, Which ranges from 5 MHZ to 42 MHZ, is 
allocated for transmission of signals from set-top terminals 
to a headend to realiZe interactive services, e.g., the present 
inventive cable TV service. The modulated signal from 
terminal 128-1 representing the request data is fed to service 
area node 126, from Where it is forWarded to ?ber node 122 
through cable distribution netWork 124. In ?ber node 122, 
the aforementioned optical transceiver (not shoWn) gener 
ates an optical signal representing the modulated signal. The 
optical signal traverses optical ?ber 115 to optical trans 
ceiver 110 in headend 100. Optical transceiver 110 converts 
the optical signal back to the modulated signal in electrical 
form. The modulated signal is then demodulated by 
demodulator 130 to recover the original request, Which is fed 

Mar. 20, 2003 

to controller 112 through link 118. In response to the 
received request, controller 112 invokes a ?rst routine stored 
in memory 206. 

[0028] Instructed by the ?rst routine, processor 204 reads 
the received request, as indicated at step 502 in FIG. 6. At 
step 504, processor 204 determines Whether PCHNEW ?eld 
404 in the request has a nonZero value f, léfé K. If not, i.e., 
the PCHNEW ?eld value equal to “0” indicating that the 
subscriber’s cable TV has been turned off, the routine comes 
to an end. OtherWise, processor 204 at step 506 looks up, in 
assignment table 300, the value of NPCHX With X=f in this 
case. At step 508, processor 204 determines Whether the 
NPCHX value just looked up equals 0. If NPCHX=O, analogous 
to the previously described situation With respect to roW 313 
of table 300, no carrier has been assigned to carry the 
requested program channel material to service area node 
126. That is, the requested program material is currently not 
made available to the neighborhood. In that case, processor 
204 at step 510 assigns an unused carrier to carry the 
requested material of program channel X=f. The neW carrier 
may be selected to avoid as much as possible noise and 
interference With other carriers being used to optimiZe the 
cable TV quality. At step 512, processor 204 updates assign 
ment table 300 to include the identity of the carrier assigned 
for program channel X=f. Processor 204 at step 516 com 
municates to sWitching unit 104, directing it to sWitch the 
program data stream associated With program channel X=f 
to the proper input of modulator bank 106 such that the 
program channel material is modulated onto the neWly 
assigned carrier. At step 518, processor 204 generates a 
control message responsive to the received request, Which is 
to be read by the requesting set-top terminal, terminal 128-1 
in this instance. The control message includes, among other 
information, the STID from the request identifying terminal 
128-1 Which is the intended recipient of the message, and the 
identity of the assigned carrier carrying the requested pro 
gram channel material. The control message is transmitted 
through the control channel in a manner described before 
and multicast from service area node 126 to the set-top 
terminals in the neighborhood. In particular, terminal 128-1 
is tuned to the control channel and reads the STID infor 
mation in the control message, Which identi?es terminal 
128-1 in this instance. Recognizing that it is the intended 
recipient of the message, terminal 128-1 goes on to read 
other information in the message including the identity of 
the assigned carrier carrying its selected program channel 
material. With the knoWledge of the assigned carrier’s 
identity, terminal 128-1 tunes to the frequency of the 
assigned carrier to receive the selected program channel 
material. 

[0029] In any event, the routine proceeds from step 518 to 
step 520 Where processor 204 increments the value of 
NPCHX With X=f in assignment table 300 by one, re?ecting the 
fact that an additional subscriber (or set-top terminal) in the 
neighborhood has selected program channel X=f to vieW. 
Referring back to step 508, if processor 204 determines that 
the value of NPCHX With X=f does not equal 0, i.e., at least 
one set top terminal currently receiving program channel X 
material carried by a previously assigned carrier, the routine 
proceeds to step 514. Processor 204 at step 514 looks up, in 
assignment table 300, the identity of the carrier previously 
assigned for program channel X=f. The routine then pro 
ceeds to step 518 described before. 
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[0030] After the ?rst routine is completed, a second rou 
tine is invoked to perform a garbage collection function for 
retiring any carrier carrying program material Which is no 
longer selected by any set-top terminal in the neighborhood. 
Instructed by this second routine, processor 204 at step 604 
determines Whether PCHOLD ?eld 406 in the received 
request has a nonZero value g, légéK. If not, i.e., the 
PCHOLD ?eld value equal to “0” indicating that the subscrib 
er’s cable TV has just been turned on, the second routine 
comes to an end. OtherWise, processor 204 at step 606 looks 
up, in assignment table 300, the value of NPCHX With X=g 
in this case. At step 608, processor 204 decrements the 
NPCHX value just looked up by one, re?ecting the fact that one 
feWer subscriber (or set-top terminal) in the neighborhood 
selected program channel X=g to vieW. Processor 204 at step 
610 determines Whether the resulting NPCHX value equals 0. 
If not, the second routine comes to an end. OtherWise, if 
NPCHX=O, i.e., program channel X=g no longer selected by 
any subscriber (or set-top terminal) in the neighborhood, the 
second routine proceeds to step 612. Processor 204 at step 
612 searches assignment table 300 for the identity of the 
carrier assigned for program channel X=g. Processor 204 at 
step 614 communicates to sWitching unit 104, causing unit 
104 to stop sWitching the program data stream correspond 
ing to program channel X=g to modulator bank 106, thereby 
terminating the transmission of the program data stream 
otherWise carried by the identi?ed carrier. Processor 204 at 
step 616 places the identi?ed carrier in reserve by substi 
tuting the carrier identity entry With “Null” in assignment 
table 300. 

[0031] The foregoing merely illustrates the principles of 
the invention. It Will thus be appreciated that those skilled in 
the art Will be able to devise numerous other arrangements 
Which embody the principles of the invention and are thus 
Within its spirit and scope. 

[0032] For eXample, in the disclosed embodiment, system 
10 is illustratively used to serve a single neighborhood. 
HoWever, in another embodiment of the invention, system 
10 is similarly used to serve multiple neighborhoods. 

[0033] In addition, based on the disclosure heretofore, it is 
apparent that system 10 can readily accommodate What is 
knoWn in the art as a picture-in-picture (PIP) feature pro 
viding simultaneous vieWing of multiple program channels. 
In that case, a set-top terminal supporting the PIP feature 
requests materials of multiple program channels and simul 
taneously tunes to the assigned carriers carrying the 
requested program materials. 

[0034] Further, in the event that the carriers in CATV 
system 10 are oversubscribed, i.e., no available carrier can 
be assigned by controller 112 to carry neW program material 
requested by a set-top terminal in the neighborhood, “block 
ing” may be implemented such that the requesting set-top 
terminal is temporarily denied access to the neW program 
material. HoWever, the requesting set-top terminal may be 
instructed by controller 112 to tune in the meantime to a 
pre-set channel reserved for the blocking purposes. For 
eXample, this pre-set channel may carry commercials, info 
mercials, coming movie attractions, etc., in addition to a 
stand-by notice informing the subscriber of the unavailabil 
ity of the requested program material. Alternatively, con 
troller 112 may transmit a teXt message including the 
stand-by notice to the requesting set-top terminal to be 
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shoWn to the subscriber. In either event, as soon as a carrier 
becomes available, controller 112 transmits another notice to 
the requesting set-top terminal to inform the subscriber of 
the availability of the requested program material, folloWed 
by a control message identifying the carrier neWly assigned 
to carry such material. In response to this control message, 
the set-top terminal tunes to the frequency of the identi?ed 
carrier to obtain the requested program material. 

[0035] Moreover, the request of FIG. 5 may automatically 
be generated by a set-top terminal to deselect a program 
channel as soon as an event on the program channel such as 

a movie is over. For eXample, by setting a time-out clock in 
the headend or set top terminal to track the play time of the 
event, the request, With PCHNEW=0, is transmitted as soon 
as the time-out period corresponding to the length of the 
event or a ?Xed time expires. If no other set-top terminals in 
the same neighborhood tune to the frequency of the carrier 
assigned for the program channel, the assigned carrier Will 
be retired in accordance With the invention. Thus, at an event 
boundary, a program channel may be deselected based on a 
?Xed or variable time-out period. 

[0036] The request for deselecting a program channel may 
also be automatically generated by a set-top terminal in 
response to a lack of an audience. For eXample, the set-top 
terminal may incorporate detection technologies such as 
motion detectors, acoustic sensors and/or infrared sensors, 
Which are used to detect presence of any vieWers in front of 
the set-top terminal by their movement, voice and/or body 
heat. If it is determined that no vieWer is present, the request 
for deselecting the program channel is automatically gener 
ated by the set-top terminal. 

[0037] Finally, system 10 is disclosed herein in a form in 
Which various functions are performed by discrete func 
tional blocks. HoWever, any one or more of these functions 
could equally Well be embodied in an arrangement in Which 
the functions of any one or more of those blocks or indeed, 
all of the functions thereof, are realiZed, for example, by one 
or more appropriately programmed processors such as digi 
tal signal processors (DSPs). Thus, for eXample, sWitching 
unit 104 and modulator bank 106 in system 10 may be 
realiZed by one or more DSPs. A DSP typically comprises a 
combination of digital logic devices and other components, 
Which may be a state machine or implemented With a 
dedicated microprocessor or micro-controller running a soft 
Ware program or having functions programmed in ?rmWare. 

What is claimed is: 
1. Apparatus for use in a cable television netWork for 

controllably providing a collection of program materials to 
a group of terminals, at least one terminal in the group being 
capable of issuing a request for selected program material, 
the apparatus comprising: 

an interface for receiving the request; 

a processing element responsive to the received request 
for determining Whether the selected program material 
is included in the collection of program materials; and 

if it is determined that the selected program material is not 
included in the collection of program materials, a 
control element for causing the selected program mate 
rial to be added to the collection of program materials 
provided to the group of terminals. 
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2. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the program materials 
in the collection are carried by a plurality of carriers, 
respectively, a selected carrier different than the plurality of 
carriers being assigned to carry the selected program mate 
rial if it is determined that the selected program material is 
not included in the collection of program materials. 

3. The apparatus of claim 2 Wherein an identity of the 
selected carrier is communicated to the at least one terminal. 

4. The apparatus of claim 2 Wherein the selected carrier is 
associated With a transmission channel through Which the 
selected program material is provided. 

5. The apparatus of claim 1 Wherein each program mate 
rial in the collection is associated With a respective one of 
program channels selectable by the terminals in the group. 

6. Apparatus for providing one or more program materials 
to a group of terminals, at least one terminal in the group 
requesting a selected one of the program materials, the 
apparatus comprising: 

a processor for assigning carriers for carrying the program 
materials to each terminal in the group, each carrier 
being assigned to carry a respective one of the program 
materials; and 

an interface for communicating to the at least one terminal 
information identifying one of the assigned carriers 
Which carries the selected program material. 

7. The apparatus of claim 6 Wherein the assigned carriers 
are modulated With the respective program materials. 

8. The apparatus of claim 6 Wherein the program materials 
are multicast to each terminal in the group. 

9. The apparatus of claim 6 Wherein an assigned carrier 
carrying program material Which is no longer needed by any 
terminal in the group is retired for reassignment. 

10. The apparatus of claim 6 Wherein each program 
material is associated With a respective one of program 
channels selectable by the terminals in the group. 

11. Asystem for transmission of signals containing one or 
more program materials selected by a group of terminals, the 
system comprising: 

a control unit for associating one or more carriers With the 
one or more program materials, respectively; 

a modulator unit; and 

a sWitching unit for routing data streams, respectively 
representing the program materials, to the modulator 
unit such that the modulator unit modulates the carriers 
With the data streams representing the program mate 
rials associated With the carriers, respectively, to gen 
erate the signals. 

12. The system of claim 11 Wherein the terminals includes 
at least one set-top terminal. 

13. The system of claim 11 further comprising an inter 
face for receiving from the terminals requests for the one or 
more program materials. 

14. The system of claim 11 further comprising an inter 
face for sending, to a terminal, a control message Which 
includes information identifying at least one carrier associ 
ated With the program material selected the terminal. 

15. The system of claim 14 Wherein the control message 
is sent through a control channel. 

16. The system of claim 14 Wherein the control message 
includes information identifying the terminal. 

17. The system of claim 11 Wherein the data streams are 
in a digital format. 
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18. The system of claim 11 Wherein each program mate 
rial is associated With a respective one of program channels 
selectable by the terminals in the group. 

19. The system of claim 11 Wherein the terminals in the 
group each are connected to a node. 

20. The system of claim 11 comprising a hybrid ?ber coaX 
(HFC) cable arrangement. 

21. The system of claim 11 Wherein the signals include 
cable television signals. 

22. A method for use in a cable television netWork for 
controllably providing a collection of program materials to 
a group of terminals, at least one terminal in the group being 
capable of issuing a request for selected program material, 
the method comprising: 

receiving the request; 

in response to the received request, determining Whether 
the selected program material is included in the col 
lection of program materials; and 

if it is determined that the selected program material is not 
included in the collection of program materials, causing 
the selected program material to be added to the 
collection of program materials provided to the group 
of terminals. 

23. The method of claim 22 Wherein the program mate 
rials in the collection are carried by a plurality of carriers, 
respectively, a selected carrier different than the plurality of 
carriers being assigned to carry the selected program mate 
rial if it is determined that the selected program material is 
not included in the collection of program materials. 

24. The method of claim 23 further comprising commu 
nicating an identity of the selected carrier to the at least one 
terminal. 

25. The method of claim 23 Wherein the selected carrier 
is associated With a transmission channel through Which the 
selected program material is provided. 

26. The method of claim 22 Wherein each program 
material in the collection is associated With a respective one 
of program channels selectable by the terminals in the group. 

27. A method for providing one or more program mate 
rials to a group of terminals, at least one terminal in the 
group requesting a selected one of the program materials, the 
method comprising: 

assigning carriers for carrying the program materials to 
each terminal in the group, each carrier being assigned 
to carry a respective one of the program materials; and 

communicating to the at least one terminal information 
identifying one of the assigned carriers Which carries 
the selected program material. 

28. The method of claim 27 further comprising modulat 
ing the assigned carriers With the respective program mate 
rials. 

29. The method of claim 27 further comprising multicast 
ing the program materials to each terminal in the group. 

30. The method of claim 27 further comprising retiring an 
assigned carrier for reassignment Which carries program 
material Which is no longer needed by any terminal in the 
group. 

31. The method of claim 27 Wherein each program 
material is associated With a respective one of program 
channels selectable by the terminals in the group. 
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32. A method for use in a system for transmission of 
signals containing one or more program materials selected 
by a group of terminals, the system including a modulator 
unit, the method comprising: 

associating one or more carriers With the one or more 

program materials, respectively; and 

routing data streams, respectively representing the pro 
gram materials, to the modulator unit such that the 
modulator unit modulates the carriers With the data 
streams representing the program materials associated 
With the carriers, respectively, to generate the signals. 

33. The method of claim 32 further comprising receiving 
from the terminals requests for the one or more program 
materials. 

34. The method of claim 32 further comprising sending, 
to a terminal, a control message Which includes information 
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identifying at least one carrier associated With the program 
material selected the terminal. 

35. The method of claim 34 Wherein the control message 
is sent through a control channel. 

36. The method of claim 34 Wherein the control message 
includes information identifying the terminal. 

37. The method of claim 32 Wherein the data streams are 
in a digital format. 

38. The method of claim 32 Wherein each program 
material is associated With a respective one of program 
channels selectable by the terminals in the group. 

39. The method of claim 32 Wherein the signals include 
cable television signals. 


