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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR RUNNING A 
DYNAMIC AUCTION 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates generally to running 
forward and reverse auctions, and more particularly to using 
a common engine and data store to run forWard and reverse 
auctions. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] To maximize pro?ts, retailers, manufacturers and 
other suppliers search for the best price When buying or 
selling products, materials or services. To minimiZe prices 
When buying or maXimiZe prices When selling, these parties 
may request multiple participants to submit bids for the 
product being bought or sold. For eXample, a retailer for a 
product may request bids from several different suppliers of 
the product to ?nd the supplier Willing to provide the product 
for the loWest cost. Similarly, a supplier for a product may 
solicit bids from multiple retailers to ?nd the retailer Willing 
to purchase the supplier’s product at the best price. 

[0003] To facilitate these bidding processes, the party 
looking to buy or sell a product may use a forWard auction 
or a reverse auction. The party soliciting bids may be 
referred to as the sponsor of the auction. In the forWard 
auction, the sponsor is typically requesting bids from one or 
more participants for a product or service being sold by the 
sponsor. Accordingly, in the forWard auction, the sponsor is 
usually seeking the highest bid. In the reverse auction, the 
sponsor is typically requesting bids from one or more 
participants for a common product or service being sold by 
the participants. In contrast to the forWard auction, the 
sponsor is usually seeking the loWest bid in the reverse 
auction. 

[0004] In either the forWard auction or the reverse auction, 
the sponsor provides information about the auction includ 
ing, for eXample, the product of interest, details regarding 
hoW much of the product is needed or available for sale and 
When, as Well as any other relevant information. The sponsor 
may also include details as to hoW the auction process is run, 
such as Whether or not the participants are alloWed to see the 
bids of other participants during the auction and the criteria 
for Winning the auction. The description and details of the 
auction may be referred to collectively as the event. The 
sponsor may also designate Who is invited to participate in 
the process. The invited participants each revieW the event 
and submit bids in response. At this point, the sponsor of the 
auction may elect to aWard the Winning bid, reject it and 
close the process, or host another auction. 

[0005] The auction process, Whether it be forWard or 
reverse, may be automated using one or more computers 
interconnected Within a local netWork or via the Internet. For 
eXample, a server computer may include programming 
structure enabling it either to run the forWard auction engine 
or to run the reverse auction engine. The sponsor of the event 
for the process running on the server could log on or connect 
to the server to post the event, and participants could then 
log on or connect to the server to revieW the event and post 
their bids. Subsequently, the sponsor can evaluate the bids 
and take an action based on the evaluation. 

[0006] The forWard auction and the reverse auction may 
also be used in combination. For eXample, the sponsor of the 
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event may use the reverse auction to purchase a certain 
amount of product from a group of manufacturers and then 
use the forWard auction to sell the amount of product 
purchased in the reverse auction to get the highest price. 

[0007] Current processes accommodating data transfer 
betWeen forWard and reverse auction engines are manual, 
segmented and time-intensive. For eXample, once a reverse 
auction is complete, a user must manually transfer data if the 
recently purchased goods are to be immediately sold in a 
forWard auction. Similarly, the segmentation is evident in 
multiple steps, inherently costing time and resources. Fur 
ther, the required data re-entry results in an interruption of 
vertical How in the supply chain. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] Brie?y, a method for conducting a forWard auction 
and a reverse auction from a single softWare component 
operable on a computer system receives information regard 
ing the details of the auction and the direction of the auction, 
Where the direction is either forWard or reverse. A ?rst 
auction is run based on the received information With the 
single softWare component. After receiving at least one bid, 
a Winner of the ?rst auction is determined from the at least 
one bid. A second auction is run With the single softWare 
component in the other of the forWard or reverse direction 
based on the received information and information related to 
the determined Winning bid. 

[0009] In another aspect of the invention, the single soft 
Ware component is a self-contained re-deployable piece of 
softWare code and comprises pre-developed pieces of appli 
cation code assembled into a single Working application 
system. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0010] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a system 100 consis 
tent With the present invention for transitioning betWeen a 
forWard auction and a reverse auction. 

[0011] FIG. 2 is a How diagram of a process for using 
forWard and reverse auction processes consistent With the 
present invention. 

[0012] FIGS. 3A-3C are eXamples of screen shots of 
displays from the process of FIG. 2. 

[0013] FIG. 4 is a How diagram of an event creation 
process consistent With the present invention. 

[0014] FIG. 5 is a How diagram for creating a bid on the 
market maker 120 consistent With the present invention. 

[0015] FIG. 6 is a How diagram of a simultaneous forWard 
and reverse auction process consistent With the present 
invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

[0016] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a system 100 consis 
tent With the present invention for transitioning betWeen a 
forWard auction and a reverse auction. As shoWn in FIG. 1, 
system 100 include a sponsor 110, a market maker 120, and 
a plurality of participants 130. The sponsor 110 may be 
implemented, for eXample, as a personal computer or any 
other type of processing system capable of transmitting and 
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receiving information over a network. The sponsor 110 also 
includes a device for entering information, such as a key 
board and a mouse, and a device for vieWing information, 
such as a monitor. 

[0017] The sponsor 110 is connected to the market maker 
120 via a connection 112. The connection 112 from the 
sponsor 110 to the market maker 120 may be implemented 
as a netWork connection, such as an Ethernet connection or 

a TCP/IP connection over the Internet, Which alloWs infor 
mation to be communicated to and from the market maker 
120. 

[0018] The market maker 120 operates both a forWard 
auction engine 122 and a reverse auction engine 124, Which 
Will be described in more detail beloW. The market maker 
120 also includes a data store 126, Which is connected to 
both the forWard auction engine 122 and the reverse auction 
engine 124. In one aspect of the present invention, the 
market maker 120 may be implemented on a server com 
puter comprising programming structure for operating the 
forWard auction engine 122 and the reverse auction engine 
124. The server computer may include a storage device, such 
as a hard disk drive, to maintain the information in the data 
store 126. The market maker 120 is preferably implemented 
in a netWork environment to alloW the market maker 120 to 
communicate With other computers. 

[0019] The forWard auction engine 122, the reverse auc 
tion engine 124 and the data store 126 may be implemented 
across one or more computers collectively constituting the 
market maker 120. As shoWn in FIG. 1, the market maker 
120 includes the connection 112 to the sponsor 110, as Well 
as a plurality of connections 132 to the participants 130. 
When implemented as a server computer, the market maker 
120 may be accessible to other computers via the connec 
tions 112 and 132 through a local area netWork or the 
Internet. For eXample, the server computer may host a Web 
site for the market maker 120, Which alloWs the sponsor 110 
and the participants 130 to access the market maker 120 via 
the Internet With a broWser. 

[0020] In a preferred embodiment, the forWard auction 
engine 122 and the reverse auction engine 124 are imple 
mented on the same server computer. It is also possible, 
hoWever, to implement the forWard auction engine 122 and 
the reverse auction engine 124 on separate and independent 
computers. When implemented on separate computers, the 
forWard auction engine 122 and the reverse auction engine 
124 may be connected by a netWork connection to the data 
store 126, Which may be implemented on one of the same 
computers as the forWard auction engine 122 and the reverse 
auction engine 124 or on another computer separate from 
both. The netWork connection may be, for eXample, an 
Ethernet connection or a TCP/IP connection over the Inter 
net, to alloW information to be communicated betWeen the 
forWard auction engine 122, the reverse auction engine 124 
and the data store 126. 

[0021] The participants 130 may be implemented in a 
manner similar or identical to the sponsor 110. In particular, 
the participants 130 may be implemented as a personal 
computer or other type of processing system capable of 
transmitting and receiving information over a netWork. The 
participants 130 each include a device for entering informa 
tion, such as a keyboard and a mouse, and a device for 
vieWing information, such as a monitor. The participants 130 
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are connected to the market maker 120 via the connections 
132. Like the connection 112, the connections 132 from the 
participants 130 to the market maker 120 may be imple 
mented as a netWork connection, such as an Ethernet con 

nection or a TCP/IP connection over the Internet, Which 
alloWs information to be communicated betWeen the par 
ticipants 130 and the market maker 120. 

[0022] When the forWard auction engine 122 and the 
reverse auction engine 124, as Well as the data store 126, are 
implemented on the same server computer, it is possible for 
the sponsor 110 and the participants 130 to log on to a single 
server to use either the forWard auction engine 122 and the 
reverse auction engine 124. The step of logging on to this 
server is preferably done through a secure connection pro 
cess. For eXample, after registering as users on the server for 
the forWard auction engine 122 and the reverse auction 
engine 124, the sponsor 110 and the participants 130 Would 
be prompted to use a unique username and passWord to log 
on to the server, thereby ensuring that only registered users 
are capable of accessing the forWard auction engine 122 and 
the reverse auction engine 124. In addition, all information 
transferred betWeen the sponsor 110 and the server may be 
encrypted to ensure the security of the information. 

[0023] The forWard auction engine 122 and the reverse 
auction engine 124 may be implemented With a single 
softWare component. A component is a self-contained re 
deployable piece of softWare code, Which is generic enough 
to provide functionality for multiple processes. The compo 
nent comprises pre-developed pieces of application code 
that can be assembled into Working application systems. The 
single softWare component is also adaptable and changeable 
to accommodate neW and additional processes. 

[0024] In one aspect of the present invention, the core 
programming structure of the component relates to the 
generic features of an auction, irrespective of the direction 
of the auction. This core programming structure may be 
referred to as the auction object. The generic features of the 
auction included in the auction object may include the name 
of the auction and the start/end time of the auction. 

[0025] Other details of the auction may be considered 
dynamic features of the auction. These dynamic features 
may be referred to as auction-parameter objects. The auc 
tion-parameter objects identify information about the auc 
tion, such as, the items being bought or sold, the participants, 
the direction of the auction (reverse or forWard), the type of 
auction, aWarding criteria and any other detail that may be 
used in an auction. This information is stored in the data 
store 126 and referred to by the auction-parameter objects. 
The auction-parameter objects also provide functionality 
used to run an auction. For eXample, one auction-parameter 
object may provide functionality for a forWard auction, and 
another auction-parameter object may provide functionality 
for a reverse auction. 

[0026] Based on the information provided by the sponsor 
110, the auction object Will point to the auction-parameter 
objects that are to be used to run the auction. For eXample, 
if the sponsor 110 elects to run a reverse auction, the auction 
object Will point to the auction-parameter object correspond 
ing to the reverse auction. 

[0027] By implementing the forWard auction engine 122 
and the reverse auction engine 124 With the single softWare 
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component, the market maker 120 can run both forward and 
reverse auctions from a single piece of software code and 
refer to a single data source, the data store 126, to supply the 
information for running both types of auctions. In addition, 
the single softWare component can be expanded to cover 
different types of auctions or use additional information by 
incorporating neW auction-parameter objects having neW 
functionality into the single softWare component. To use the 
neW functionality, the auction object is merely altered to 
point to the neW auction-parameter object. The single soft 
Ware component may be implemented using Java, although 
other object-oriented or structured languages may be used. 

[0028] FIG. 2 is a How diagram of a process for using 
forWard and reverse auction processes consistent With the 
present invention. As shoWn in FIG. 2, the sponsor 110 ?rst 
logs on to the market maker 120 (step 210). The manner in 
Which the sponsor 110 logs on to the market maker 120 
depends upon the con?guration of the sponsor 110 and the 
market maker 120. For example, if the market maker 120 is 
implemented on a server accessible by the Internet, then the 
sponsor 110 may log on to the market maker 120 by 
accessing the market maker 120 through a Web page. Alter 
natively, if the market maker 120 and the sponsor 110 are 
implemented in the same LAN, then the sponsor 110 may 
log on to the market maker simply by logging on to the LAN 
itself. 

[0029] In either case, the sponsor 110 may be prompted to 
provide a username and passWord to access the market 
maker 120 before being given access. If the sponsor 110 has 
not previously registered With the market maker 120, the 
sponsor 110 may be prompted to do so. To register With the 
market maker 120, the sponsor may provide identi?cation 
and contact information, such as name, address, telephone 
number and e-mail address, as Well as billing information, 
such as a credit card number. 

[0030] After logging on to the market maker 120, the 
sponsor 110 selects the type of request to create (step 220). 
The request may be to have a request for quotation (RFQ) or 
to conduct an auction. The sponsor 110 may effect the 
selection With a mouse click or With a keyboard entry. FIG. 
3A shoWs a screen shot of a Web page or a display from an 
application for effecting the selection of the request to 
create. As shoWn in FIG. 3A, the sponsor 110 may select an 
RFQ or a dynamic bid. The dynamic bid is equivalent to an 
auction. The sponsor selects either the RFQ or the dynamic 
bid by placing the mouse cursor over one of the options and 
clicking on that option. 

[0031] In response to the selection of the request to create 
an auction, the sponsor 110 is prompted to create an event 
for the auction (step 230). An event includes all of the details 
regarding a product that the sponsor 110 is seeking to 
purchase or to sell. These details include, for example, the 
name of the auction, the start and end time of the auction, the 
name of the product, a description of it, a target price, the 
amount to be purchased or sold, the timing for a contract and 
delivery of the product, and any other information that may 
be useful to the participant 140 When submitting a bid. In 
addition, the event may include attachments, such as ?gures, 
draWings, pictures or text, Which help to describe the prod 
uct more completely. The event may also include a list of 
participants 130 from Which the sponsor 110 Wishes to 
solicit bids. The list of participants 130 may be considered 
part of or separate to the creation of the event. 
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[0032] FIGS. 3B and 3C shoW a screen shot of a Web 
page or a display of an application for providing the details 
of the event to be posted for the auction (or dynamic bid). 
As shoWn in FIG. 3B, the details of the auction include a 
name, a description, the start and stop time, the terms and 
conditions, and the currency type. As shoWn in FIG. 3C, the 
details of the auction further include several bidding options, 
such as the lot type, the reserve price, the minimum number 
of bidders for starting the auction, the type of bid feedback 
and the amount of bid increments or decrements. In addition, 
FIG. 3C shoWs that the details of the auction may include 
extensions, as Well as activity and inactivity rules. 

[0033] FIG. 4 is a How diagram of an event creation 
process consistent With the present invention. As shoWn in 
FIG. 4, the sponsor 110 ?rst selects a create event option 
(410). The selection of the option to create an event may be 
effected With a click of a pointing device or With a keyboard 
entry. Alternatively, as described above, the sponsor 110 
may be prompted to create an event in response to selecting 
the creation of an auction. 

[0034] After selecting to create an event, the sponsor 110 
is prompted to enter the generic details of the event (step 
420). As described above, the forWard auction engine 122 
and the reverse auction engine 124 may be implemented 
from a single softWare component. With this implementa 
tion, the market maker 120 can run forWard and reverse 
auctions using the same piece of code. To facilitate this 
implementation, the sponsor 110 ?rst provides generic 
details of the event, Which are details that are common to 
both forWard and reverse auctions. The generic details 
include, for example, the name of the auction and the start 
and end time of the auction. The generic details form the 
auction object, as described above. The information for the 
auction object is stored in the data store 126. 

[0035] The sponsor 10 is then prompted to enter the 
dynamic details of the event (step 430). The dynamic details 
include, for example, the description of the product being 
sold or bought, the currency type, the lot type, extensions, 
bid feedback. Each dynamic detail corresponds to a different 
auction-parameter object. For each auction-parameter object 
for Which information is provided, a reference is made 
betWeen the auction object and the auction-parameter object. 
The reference may be a pointer to the auction-parameter 
object and its associated information stored in the data store 
126. 

[0036] Finally, the sponsor 110 identi?es the direction of 
the auction (step 440). Like the dynamic details, there is an 
auction-parameter object corresponding to the identi?ed 
direction, one for a forWard auction and one for a reverse 
auction. Having auction-parameter objects for both forWard 
and reverse auctions alloWs the sponsor 110 to run either a 
forWard or reverse auction, or as described beloW, both a 
forWard and reverse auction at the same time, While using a 
single softWare component. The sum of the auction object 
and each of the auction-parameter objects to Which the 
auction object points constitute the event. 

[0037] Returning to FIG. 2, as described above, part of the 
creating of the event includes identifying the direction of the 
auction (step 240). With all of the information for the event 
entered, the event is posted to the market maker 120 (step 
250). The posting of the event means that the event infor 
mation is submitted to one of the forWard auction engine 
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122, the reverse auction engine 124 or both. An event is 
submitted When the event information is stored in a database 
or a table in the data store 126. 

[0038] In response to the posting of the event, the auction 
is conducted (step 260). The auction starts at the start time 
indicated in the auction object. During the auction, the 
participants 130 can submit bids to the engine in Which the 
event has been posted. The participants 130 designated by 
the event information may receive noti?cation of the posted 
event to inform the participants 130 to submit a bid. This 
noti?cation may be, for example, by e-mail or by providing 
an indication When a participant 130 logs onto the forWard 
auction engine 122 or the reverse auction engine 124. The 
bid may comprise various information including proposed 
price, quantity, and delivery dates. 

[0039] FIG. 5 is a How diagram for creating a bid on the 
market maker 120 consistent With the present invention. 
This process is equally applicable to creating a bid on the 
forWard auction engine 122 and the reverse auction engine 
124. As shoWn in FIG. 5, a participant 130 receives noti 
?cation of an event posted on the market maker 120 (step 
510). This noti?cation may be by e-mail. The participant 130 
then logs on to the market maker 120 (step 520). The log on 
process may require the participant 130 to provide a user 
name and passWord to access the market maker 120. If 
noti?ed of the event by e-mail, the participant 130 may 
simply click on a URL in the e-mail to access the market 
maker 120. 

[0040] After logging on to the market maker 120, the 
participant 130 may vieW a screen offering different options 
for the participant 130. Among these different options is an 
option to revieW the details of the posted event (step 530). 
To select this option, the participant 130 may click on a 
button on the vieW screen appearing after logging on or 
select the revieW option from a pull doWn menu. In addition 
to the event attributes, the participant 130 may doWnload 
and vieW any attachments included in the event by the 
sponsor 110. 

[0041] If the participant 130 Wishes to respond to the 
event, the participant 130 may create a bid (step 540). The 
participant may elect to create a bid by clicking on a button 
on the vieW screen appearing With the revieWed event 
information or by selecting a create a bid option from a pull 
doWn menu. If the sponsor 110 has designated the structure 
and content of the bids to be submitted, the participant 130 
may ?ll-in information in editable ?elds corresponding to 
the content requested by the sponsor 110, such as the timing 
or intervals over Which the product Will be delivered, the bid 
price, and hoW much of the product Will be provided. The 
participant 130 may also enter additional information or 
comments about its bid, such as better prices available for 
increased amounts of the product. The bid information may 
be saved and updated at a later time before posting the bid 
to the market maker 120. 

[0042] When the participant 130 has completed the bid, 
the bid may be posted to one of the forWard auction engine 
122 and the reverse auction engine 124 (step 550). The 
posting of the bid transfers the bid information from a 
temporary database, such as a scratch pad, to the data store 
126 accessible to the auction engines. The information from 
each of the bids may be stored in cached memory areas of 
the data store 126, analogous to the caching of Web page 
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data. The cached memory areas may be implemented as 
Enterprise Java Beads (EJBs), a feature of Java, a product of 
Sun Microsystems. An EJB can hold data that is accessible 
to both the forWard auction engine 122 and the reverse 
auction engine 124. 

[0043] The sponsor 110 may then be noti?ed of the bid 
(step 560). The sponsor 110 may be noti?ed of the bid by 
e-mail or by an indication When the sponsor logs on to the 
market maker 120. HoWever, if the sponsor 110 has desig 
nated a time When the auction ends, the sponsor can simply 
log on to the market maker 120 after that time and revieW 
Whatever bids have been posted. 

[0044] Again returning to FIG. 2, after all of the bids have 
been submitted for the auction posted by the sponsor 110, 
the auction is aWarded to the Winning bid (step 270). The 
sponsor 110 may choose to automatically aWard the Winner 
of the auction once an auction has ended based on aWard 
criteria speci?ed in the event. An auction-parameter object 
corresponding to the aWard criteria holds the aWard criteria 
speci?ed by the sponsor 110 in the event and includes the 
functionality for evaluating the bids to determine the Winner 
based on the speci?ed aWard criteria. For eXample, the 
aWard criteria may specify the Winner as the highest bidder 
for a forWard auction or the loWest bidder for a reverse 
auction. 

[0045] The results from the auction are then stored in the 
data store 126 (step 280). In particular, the information for 
the bid aWarded as the Winner of the auction may be stored 
in the cached memory areas of the data store 126, as 
described above, such as in an EJB. The information from 
the Winning bid may include, for eXample, a description of 
What Was bought, the price, hoW much Was purchased, Who 
purchased it, the name of the auction, any shipping terms, 
and any special terms, such as volume discounts. 

[0046] At this point, the sponsor 110 can use the event 
information and the result information from the just com 
pleted auction to run the other of the forWard or reverse 
auction (step 290). For eXample, if the sponsor 110 had just 
run a reverse auction, the sponsor 110 can use the same event 

information, such as the description of the item, the results 
of the reverse auction, such as the purchase or sale price, and 
merely change, for eXample, the auction-parameter objects 
corresponding to the direction of the auction and the aWard 
criteria. 

[0047] Through the use of the single softWare component 
and the shared data store 126, the sponsor 110 can run both 
a reverse and a forWard auction Without having to reenter 
information or use a different softWare component. The 
ability to run both a forWard auction and a reverse auction 
in a single system, the market maker 120, alloWs the sponsor 
110 to make a pro?t through a spread in the price paid in the 
reverse auction versus the price received in the forWard 
auction. 

[0048] FIG. 6 is a How diagram of a simultaneous forWard 
and reverse auction process consistent With the present 
invention. As shoWn in FIG. 6, the sponsor 110 ?rst creates 
the event details, as described above in FIG. 4 (step 610). 
Since the forWard and reverse auctions are going to be run 
at the same time, the sponsor 110 Would indicate that the 
direction of the auction is both, such that both the forWard 
auction and the reverse auction are each run. In addition, the 
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sponsor 110 may designate different participants 130 for the 
reverse auction and the forward auction. For example, the 
sponsor 110 may be a middleman betWeen manufacturers of 
a product and retailers of the product. In this situation, the 
sponsor 110 Would conduct a reverse auction for the manu 
facturers of the product and a forWard auction for the 
retailers of the product. In another context, the sponsor could 
be the middleman betWeen sellers and buyers of securities, 
such as stocks and bonds. 

[0049] In addition to creating the event details, the sponsor 
110 also speci?es the aWard criteria (step 620). Unlike the 
situation Where either a forWard or reverse auction is run, 
and the aWard criteria typically aWards the loWest or highest 
bid, the aWard criteria for the simultaneous running of the 
forWard and reverse auctions is generally dependent on the 
relationship of the bids in the tWo auctions to each other. The 
aWard criteria may specify that the auctions run until a 
sufficient spread is met. For example, the auctions may run 
until a bid from the reverse auction is suf?ciently loWer than 
a bid from the forWard auction. The differences betWeen the 
bid in the reverse auction versus the bid in the forWard 
auction corresponds to the spread. 

[0050] With the details of the event along With the aWard 
criteria complete, the event is posted to the forWard auction 
engine 122 and the reverse auction engine 124 (step 630). As 
described above, the posting of the event means that the 
event information is submitted to both the forWard auction 
engine 122 and the reverse auction engine 124. An event is 
submitted When the event information is stored in a database 
or a table in the data store 126. 

[0051] With the forWard and reverse auctions running 
simultaneously, the bids received for each of the auctions are 
compared to each other (step 640). Each of the received bids 
may be stored in a cached memory area of the data store 126, 
such as in an EJB. The bids from the reverse auction may be 
compared to the bids of the forWard auction, and the 
differences betWeen them can be determined. For example, 
the bid of a seller of a particular stock in the reverse auction 
may be compared to the bid of a buyer of the particular stock 
in the forWard auction. The functionality for doing the 
comparison may be included in the auction-parameter object 
corresponding to a simultaneous forWard and reverse auc 
tion or part of the auction-parameter object corresponding to 
the aWard criteria. 

[0052] Based on the comparison, a bid from the forWard 
auction and a bid from the reverse auction are determined to 
be the Winning bids according to the aWard criteria speci?ed 
by the sponsor 110 (step 650). For example, once the 
difference betWeen a bid received in the reverse auction and 
a bid received in the forWard auction exceeds a threshold set 
in the aWard criteria, the auctions are stopped and those bids 
are determined to be the Winning bids. 

[0053] The foregoing description of a preferred embodi 
ment of the invention has been presented for purposes of 
illustration and description. It is not intended to be exhaus 
tive or to limit the invention to the precise form disclosed, 
and modi?cations and variations are possible in light in the 
above teachings or may be acquired from practice of the 
invention. The embodiment Was chosen and described to 
explain the principles of the invention and as a practical 
application to enable one skilled in the art to utiliZe the 
invention in various embodiments and With various modi 
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?cations suited to the particular use contemplated. It is 
intended that the scope of the invention be de?ned by the 
claims appended hereto and their equivalents. 

1. A method for conducting a forWard auction and a 
reverse auction from a single softWare component operable 
on a computer system, comprising: 

receiving information regarding the details of the auction 
and the direction of the auction, Where the direction is 
either forWard or reverse; 

running a ?rst auction based on the received information 
With the single softWare component; 

receiving at least one bid; 

determining a Winner of the ?rst auction from the at least 
one bid; and 

running a second auction With the single softWare com 
ponent in the other of the forWard or reverse direction 
based on the received information and information 
related to the determined Winning bid. 

2. A method according to claim 1, Wherein the single 
softWare component is a self-contained re-deployable piece 
of softWare code. 

3. A method according to claim 1, Wherein the single 
softWare component comprises pre-developed pieces of 
application code assembled into a single Working applica 
tion system. 

4. A method according to claim 1, Wherein the step of 
receiving information includes: 

receiving information corresponding to an auction object; 
and 

receiving information corresponding to one or more auc 
tion-parameter objects. 

5. A method according to claim 4, Wherein the auction 
object includes the name of the auction and the start and end 
time of the auction. 

6. A method according to claim 4, Wherein the auction 
parameter objects include at least one of the description of 
the item being sold or purchased, the amount of the item 
being sold or purchased, the direction of the auction and a 
target price. 

7. A method according to claim 6, Wherein the auction 
parameter object corresponding to the direction of the auc 
tion includes functionality for performing the auction in the 
applicable direction. 

8. A method according to claim 4, further comprising: 

storing the auction object and the auction-parameter 
objects in a data store. 

9. A method according to claim 8, further comprising: 

providing a reference for the auction object to the auction 
parameter objects. 

10. Amethod according to claim 9, Wherein the reference 
is a pointer from the auction object to the auction-parameter 
objects. 

11. A method according to claim 1, further comprising: 

sending noti?cation to each of a ?rst group of participants 
for the ?rst auction to submit a bid; and 

sending noti?cation to each of a second group of partici 
pants for the second auction to submit a bid. 
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12. A method according to claim 11, wherein at least one 
participant in the ?rst group of participants is different from 
at least one participant in the second group of participants. 

13. A method according to claim 1, Wherein the informa 
tion relating to the determined Winning bid includes the 
purchase or sale price, hoW much Was purchased or sold, the 
identity of the buyer or seller, and the name of the auction. 

14. A method according to claim 1, further comprising: 

receiving at least one bid for the second auction; and 

determining a Winner for the second auction based on the 
at least one bid received for the second auction and the 
information relating to the determined Winning bid of 
the ?rst auction. 

15. A method for conducting a forWard auction and a 
reverse auction from a single softWare component operable 
on a computer system, comprising: 

receiving information regarding the details of the forWard 
and reverse auction; 

running a ?rst auction in a forWard direction and a second 
auction in a reverse direction based on the received 
information With the single softWare component; 

receiving at least one bid for each of the ?rst and second 
auctions; and 

determining a Winner for the ?rst and second auctions 
based on the at least one bid received for the ?rst and 
second auctions and aWard criteria. 

16. A method according to claim 15, Wherein the ?rst 
auction is for selling an item and the second auction is for 
purchasing the same item. 

17. A method according to claim 16, Wherein the aWard 
criteria includes a minimum difference in price for a bid 
received for the ?rst auction and a bid received for the 
second auction. 

18. Acomputer readable medium operable on a computer 
system for conducting a forWard auction and a reverse 
auction With a single softWare component operable on the 
computer system, the computer readable medium con?gured 
to: 

receive information regarding the details of the auction 
and the direction of the auction, Where the direction is 
either forWard or reverse; 

run a ?rst auction based on the received information With 
the single softWare component; 

receive at least one bid; 

determine a Winner of the ?rst auction from the at least 
one bid; and 

run a second auction With the single softWare component 
in the other of the forWard or reverse direction based on 
the received information and information related to the 
determined Winning bid. 

19. A computer readable medium according to claim 18, 
Wherein the single softWare component is a self-contained 
re-deployable piece of softWare code. 

20. A computer readable medium according to claim 18, 
Wherein the single softWare component comprises pre-de 
veloped pieces of application code assembled into a single 
Working application system. 
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21. A computer readable medium according to claim 18, 
further con?gured to: 

receive information corresponding to an auction object; 
and 

receive information corresponding to one or more auc 

tion-parameter objects. 
22. A computer readable medium according to claim 21, 

Wherein the auction object includes the name of the auction 
and the start and end time of the auction. 

23. A computer readable medium according to claim 21, 
Wherein the auction-parameter objects include at least one of 
the description of the item being sold or purchased, the 
amount of the item being sold or purchased, the direction of 
the auction and a target price. 

24. A computer readable medium according to claim 23, 
Wherein the auction-parameter object corresponding to the 
direction of the auction includes functionality for perform 
ing the auction in the applicable direction. 

25. A computer readable medium according to claim 21, 
further con?gured to: 

store the auction object and the auction-parameter objects 
in a data store. 

26. A computer readable medium according to claim 25, 
further con?gured to: 

provide a reference for the auction object to the auction 
parameter objects. 

27. A computer readable medium according to claim 26, 
Wherein the reference is a pointer from the auction object to 
the auction-parameter objects. 

28. A computer readable medium according to claim 18, 
further con?gured to: 

send noti?cation to each of a ?rst group of participants for 
the ?rst auction to submit a bid; and 

send noti?cation to each of a second group of participants 
for the second auction to submit a bid. 

29. A computer readable medium according to claim 28, 
Wherein at least one participant in the ?rst group of partici 
pants is different from at least one participant in the second 
group of participants. 

30. A computer readable medium according to claim 18, 
Wherein the information relating to the determined Winning 
bid includes the purchase or sale price, hoW much Was 
purchased or sold, the identity of the buyer or seller, and the 
name of the auction. 

31. A computer readable medium according to claim 18, 
further con?gured to: 

receive at least one bid for the second auction; and 

determine a Winner for the second auction based on the at 
least one bid received for the second auction and the 
information relating to the determined Winning bid of 
the ?rst auction. 

32. Acomputer readable medium operable on a computer 
system for conducting a forWard auction and a reverse 
auction With a single softWare component operable on the 
computer system, the computer readable medium con?gured 
to: 

receive information regarding the details of the forWard 
and reverse auction; 

run a ?rst auction in a forWard direction and a second 
auction in a reverse direction based on the received 
information With the single softWare component; 
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receive at least one bid for each of the ?rst and second 
auctions; and 

determine a Winner for the ?rst and second auctions based 
on the at least one bid received for the ?rst and second 
auctions and aWard criteria. 

33. A computer readable medium according to claim 15, 
Wherein the ?rst auction is for selling an item and the second 
auction is for purchasing the same item. 

34. A computer readable medium according to claim 16, 
Wherein the aWard criteria includes a minimum difference in 
price for a bid received for the ?rst auction and a bid 
received for the second auction. 

35. A computer system for conducting a forWard auction 
and a reverse auction With a single softWare component 
operable on the computer system, comprising: 

a processor; and 

a memory coupled to the processor, the memory com 
prising a plurality of instructions executed by the 
process, the instructions con?gured to: 

receive information regarding the details of the auction 
and the direction of the auction, Where the direction 
is either forWard or reverse; 

run a ?rst auction based on the received information 
With the single softWare component; 

receive at least one bid; 

determine a Winner of the ?rst auction from the at least 
one bid; and 

run a second auction With the single softWare compo 
nent in the other of the forWard or reverse direction 
based on the received information and information 
related to the determined Winning bid. 

36. Acomputer system according to claim 35, Wherein the 
single softWare component is a self-contained re-deployable 
piece of softWare code. 

37. Acomputer system according to claim 35, Wherein the 
single softWare component comprises pre-developed pieces 
of application code assembled into a single Working appli 
cation system. 

38. Acomputer system according to claim 35, the instruc 
tions further con?gured to: 

receive information corresponding to an auction object; 
and 

receive information corresponding to one or more auc 

tion-parameter objects. 
39. Acomputer system according to claim 38, Wherein the 

auction object includes the name of the auction and the start 
and end time of the auction. 

40. Acomputer system according to claim 38, Wherein the 
auction-parameter objects include at least one of the descrip 
tion of the item being sold or purchased, the amount of the 
item being sold or purchased, the direction of the auction 
and a target price. 

41. Acomputer system according to claim 40, Wherein the 
auction-parameter object corresponding to the direction of 
the auction includes functionality for performing the auction 
in the applicable direction. 
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42. Acomputer system according to claim 40, the instruc 
tions further con?gured to: 

store the auction object and the auction-parameter objects 
in a data store. 

43. Acomputer system according to claim 42, the instruc 
tions further con?gured to: 

provide a reference for the auction object to the auction 
parameter objects. 

44. Acomputer system according to claim 43, Wherein the 
reference is a pointer from the auction object to the auction 
parameter objects. 

45. Acomputer system according to claim 35, the instruc 
tions further con?gured to: 

send noti?cation to each of a ?rst group of participants for 
the ?rst auction to submit a bid; and 

send noti?cation to each of a second group of participants 
for the second auction to submit a bid. 

46. A computer system according to claim 45, Wherein at 
least one participant in the ?rst group of participants is 
different from at least one participant in the second group of 
participants. 

47. Acomputer system according to claim 35, Wherein the 
information relating to the determined Winning bid includes 
the purchase or sale price, hoW much Was purchased or sold, 
the identity of the buyer or seller, and the name of the 
auction. 

48. Acomputer system according to claim 35, the instruc 
tions further con?gured to: 

receive at least one bid for the second auction; and 

determine a Winner for the second auction based on the at 
least one bid received for the second auction and the 
information relating to the determined Winning bid of 
the ?rst auction. 

49. A computer system for conducting a forWard auction 
and a reverse auction With a single softWare component, 
comprising: 

a processor; and 

a memory coupled to the processor, the memory com 
prising a plurality of instructions executed by the 
process, the instructions con?gured to: 

receive information regarding the details of the forWard 
and reverse auction; 

run a ?rst auction in a forWard direction and a second 
auction in a reverse direction based on the received 
information With the single softWare component; 
receive at least one bid for each of the ?rst and 
second auctions; and determine a Winner for the ?rst 
and second auctions based on the at least one bid 
received for the ?rst and second auctions and aWard 
criteria. 

50. Acomputer system according to claim 15, Wherein the 
?rst auction is for selling an item and the second auction is 
for purchasing the same item. 

51. Acomputer system according to claim 16, Wherein the 
aWard criteria includes a minimum difference in price for a 
bid received for the ?rst auction and a bid received for the 
second auction. 


