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(57) ABSTRACT 

Acurvy slide delivery chute for use in a machine for vending 
products includes an elongated body having a central hole 
formed therein, a pair of recessed channels formed in the 
body and provided in a Wavy longitudinal con?guration in 
the body on opposite sides of the central hole such that the 
channels are substantially rnirror images of one another and 
protrude beloW a remainder of the body and extend from an 
upper end to an opposite loWer end of the body such that a 
product can slide along either one of the channels in being 
transferred from the upper end to the loWer end of the body, 
and a pair of side rails each formed on the body and 
protruding thereabove along one of opposite outer sides of 
the recessed channels. 
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CURVY SLIDE DELIVERY CHUTE IN A MACHINE 
FOR VENDING PRODUCTS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention generally relates to coin 
operated vending machines and, more particularly, is con 
cerned With a curvy slide delivery chute for employment in 
a machine for vending products. 

[0003] 2. Description of the Prior Art 

[0004] One general type of product that is Well-knoWn and 
universally popular and thus desirable to be able to dispense 
from a vending machine is a lollipop. The lollipop typically 
has an elongated thin stick-like handle for gripping by a 
consumer and a piece of candy of spherical, round or similar 
shape mounted on one end of the handle and covered by a 
Wrapper of paper or the like prior to the purchase of the 
product by a consumer. Because of its makeup, the lollipop 
is dif?cult to store in large quantities in a vending machine 
and still be able to reliably and effectively dispense one at a 
time from the machine. 

[0005] Vending machines of various constructions have 
been proposed in the prior art for dispensing a variety of 
products, such as gumballs. Some representative examples 
of these prior art vending machines are found in US. Pat. 
No. 3,077,254 to Goldfarb, US. Pat. No. 5,452,822 to 
Haymond, US. Pat. No. 5,782,378 to Hart et al., US. Pat. 
No. 5,788,115 to Halliburton, US. Pat. No. 5,833,117 to 
Kovens et al., US. Pat. No. 5,897,022 to Mann and US. Pat. 
No. 6,056,151 to Peery et al. Some of these vending 
machines employ chute structures that de?ne tracks having 
spiral con?gurations, While others employ chute structures 
that de?ne tracks having serpentine and Zig-Zag or Z-shaped 
con?gurations, along Which products roll or slide due to 
gravity from an upper dispensing mechanism to a loWer 
discharge location When the product can be removed by a 
consumer. While the chute structures of these prior art 
devices appear to be mostly satisfactory in use for the 
speci?c purpose for Which they Were designed such as to 
provide an excitement aspect to product movement along a 
discharge path, the con?gurations and arrangements of some 
of the chute structures Would appear to alloW some products 
to be throWn off their tracks and thus dislocated and not 
reach the loWer discharge location Where products can be 
removed by consumers. 

[0006] Consequently, a need still exists for an innovation 
Which Will provide a solution to the aforementioned problem 
in the prior art Without introducing any neW problems in 
place thereof. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0007] The present invention provides a curvy slide deliv 
ery chute designed to satisfy the aforementioned need. The 
curvy slide delivery chute of the present invention When 
employed in a machine for vending products provides 
improved guidance and control of doWnWard movement of 
products on the delivery chute so as to reduce product 
dislocations but still retain an excitement aspect to the path 
of product movement Which Will attract the attention of 
consumers. 
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[0008] Accordingly, the present invention is directed to a 
curvy slide delivery chute for use in a machine for vending 
products. The delivery chute comprises: (a) an elongated 
body having a central hole formed therein; and (b) a pair of 
recessed channels formed in the body and provided in a 
Wavy longitudinal con?guration in the body on opposite 
sides of the central hole such that the channels are substan 
tially mirror images of one another and protrude beloW a 
remainder of the body and extend from an upper end to an 
opposite loWer end of the body such that a product can slide 
along either one of the channels in being transferred from the 
upper end to the loWer end of the body. The delivery chute 
further comprises a pair of side rails each formed on the 
body and protruding thereabove along one of opposite outer 
sides of the recessed channels. 

[0009] The present invention also is directed to a machine 
for vending products, comprising: (a) a freestanding housing 
having an upper portion and a loWer portion and an inter 
mediate opening therebetWeen; (b) a product discharge 
station disposed in the loWer portion of the housing; (c) a 
magaZine for storing and dispensing products being dis 
posed in the upper portion of the housing; (d) a magaZine 
indexing drive mechanism disposed in the housing beloW 
the magaZine and being coupled to the magaZine and oper 
able to cause rotation of the magaZine; (e) a product sepa 
ration ?xture disposed in the housing beloW the magaZine 
and coacting thereWith so as to cause dispensing the prod 
ucts from the magaZine one at a time through the interme 
diate opening of the housing; an elongated tubular 
support member disposed in the housing and extending 
betWeen product discharge station and the intermediate 
opening of the housing; and (g) a curvy slide delivery chute 
disposed in the loWer portion of the housing betWeen the 
product discharge station and the intermediate opening of 
the housing, the delivery chute having a body installed at a 
relatively steep inclined angle relative to a horiZontal refer 
ence plane, a central hole de?ned in the body, and a pair of 
channels formed in the body on opposite sides of the central 
hole so as to protrude beloW a remainder of the body and 
being of Wavy con?gurations such that the dispensed prod 
ucts can slide doWnWard from the intermediate opening to 
the product discharge station along either of the channels 
and past either side of the central hole in the body. 

[0010] These and other features and advantages of the 
present invention Will become apparent to those skilled in 
the art upon a reading of the folloWing detailed description 
When taken in conjunction With the draWings Wherein there 
is shoWn and described an illustrative embodiment of the 
invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0011] In the folloWing detailed description, reference Will 
be made to the attached draWings in Which: 

[0012] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a vending machine 
of the present invention employing a curvy slide delivery 
chute of the present invention. 

[0013] FIG. 2 is an enlarged side elevational vieW of the 
machine of FIG. 1 shoWing some portions broken aWay and 
other portions in section. 

[0014] FIG. 3 is a top plan vieW of the machine as seen 
along line 3-3 of FIG. 2. 
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[0015] FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional vieW of the machine 
taken along line 4-4 of FIG. 2. 

[0016] FIG. 5 is an enlarged front elevational vieW of the 
delivery chute of the present invention. 

[0017] FIG. 6 is a side elevational vieW of the delivery 
chute as seen along line 6-6 of FIG. 5. 

[0018] FIG. 7 is a longitudinal sectional vieW of the 
delivery chute taken along line 7-7 of FIG. 5. 

[0019] FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional vieW taken of the 
delivery chute taken along line 8-8 of FIG. 5. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0020] Referring to the draWings and particularly to FIGS. 
1 to 4, there is illustrated a coin-operated product vending 
machine, generally designated 10, of the present invention 
Which functions to store and dispense products, such as 
lollipops L. The machine 10 basically includes a freestand 
ing housing 12 having upper, middle and loWer sections 
12A, 12B, 12C, a product storage and dispensing magaZine 
14 disposed in the upper section 12A of the housing 12, a 
magaZine indexing drive mechanism 16 disposed in the 
upper and middle sections 12A, 12B of the housing 12, a 
product separation ?xture 18 disposed in the middle section 
12B of the housing 12, and a product transfer means 20 
disposed in the loWer section 12C of the housing 12. 

[0021] Referring noW to FIGS. 1 and 2, the freestanding 
housing 12 of the machine 10 also includes a bottom base 
22, a middle receptacle or hopper 24, an elongated tubular 
loWer support member 26, an outer tubular enclosure 28, a 
central elongated rigid tie or connector rod 30, and a top lid 
32. The bottom base 22 is located in the loWer section 12C 
of the housing 12 Where the housing 12 is supported upon a 
support surface, such as a ?oor. The bottom base 22 includes 
a product discharge station 34 and a pivotal door 36 thereon 
movable betWeen a closed position and an open position for 
respective blocking and alloWing access to products 
received by the product discharge station 34. The elongated 
loWer support member 26 is mounted upon the bottom base 
22 and extends upWardly through the loWer section 12C of 
the housing 12 and supports the middle hopper 24 in the 
middle section 12B of the housing 12 in a spaced relation 
ship above the bottom base 22. The outer tubular enclosure 
28 is cylindrical in con?guration and made of a transparent 
material, encloses the upper section 12A of the housing 12, 
and is supported at its open loWer end 28A upon an upper 
periphery 24A of the middle hopper 24. As best seen in FIG. 
2, the central rigid tie or connecting rod 30 is ?xedly 
mounted at a loWer end 30A to a cross member 22A of the 
bottom base 22, extends therefrom upWardly through the 
loWer tubular support member 26 of the loWer section 12C 
of the housing 12 and through a bottom panel 243 of the 
middle hopper 24 of the middle section 12B of the housing 
12, and upWardly therefrom through the upper section 12A 
of the housing 12 to an upper end 30B disposed above an 
open upper end 28B of the outer tubular enclosure 28. The 
middle hopper 24 has an opening 39 de?ned through the 
bottom panel 24B thereof. The top lid 32 seats upon the 
upper end 28B of the outer tubular enclosure 28 and is 
releasably fastened by a suitable conventional key lock 
mechanism 38 to the upper end 30B of the central rigid 
connecting rod 30. 
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[0022] Referring noW to FIGS. 1-4, the magaZine indexing 
drive mechanism 16 is rotatably supported on the bottom 
panel 24B of the middle hopper 24 of the housing 12. The 
magaZine indexing drive mechanism 16 includes a rigid 
central holloW vertical driven shaft 40 having opposite loWer 
and upper ends 40A, 40B, a horiZontal annular driven gear 
42 having teeth 42A arranged in a circular roW and project 
ing doWnWardly from a bottom side 42B (as seen in FIGS. 
2 and 4) of the driven gear 42, and a peripherally-located 
drive gear 44 having a drive shaft 44A and teeth 44B de?ned 
circumferentially about the drive shaft 44A of the drive gear 
44 and projecting radially outWard therefrom. The central 
rod 30 of the housing 12 extends vertically through the 
central holloW vertical driven shaft 40 of the drive mecha 
nism 16. The annular driven gear 42 encircles and is spaced 
radially outWardly from the loWer end 40A of the driven 
shaft 40 by a plurality of members in the form of radial 
spokes 46 extending betWeen and rigidly interconnecting the 
annular driven gear 42 and driven shaft 40. The teeth 44A of 
the drive gear 44 mesh With the teeth 42A in the circular roW 
thereof on the bottom side 42B of the driven gear 42 Which 
faces toWard the bottom panel 24B of the middle hopper 24. 
The outer end of the drive shaft 44A of the drive gear 44 
mounts a knob 48 at the exterior of the middle hopper 24 for 
rotation With the drive shaft 44A When turned by a user after 
inserting a coin into a coin slot 50 of a conventional coin 
deposit station 52 supported by the middle hopper 24 of the 
machine 10. 

[0023] The magaZine indexing drive mechanism 16 also 
includes loWer and upper annular bearings 54, 56 and an 
upper spider 58. The loWer and upper annular bearings 54, 
56 are disposed respectively at the loWer and upper ends 
40A, 40B of the central driven shaft 40. The loWer bearings 
54 rotatably mount and support the driven shaft 40 upon the 
bottom panel 24B of the middle hopper 24 and enable the 
driven shaft 40 and the driven and drive gears 42, 44 to be 
rotated by a user merely turning the knob 48. The upper 
spider 58 has a central hub 60 and a plurality of radial arms 
62 angularly spaced apart about ninety degrees and rigidly 
attached to and extending radially outWardly from the hub 
60. The hub 60 is received over the upper end 40B of the 
central vertical holloW driven shaft 40 and ?xedly attached 
thereto such that the upper spider 58 Will rotate With the 
driven shaft 40. The radial arms 62 of the upper spider 58 
have respective lugs 62A on the outer ends thereof Which 
extend doWnWardly and inter?t With portions of the upper 
periphery of the product storage and dispensing magaZine 14 
so as to transmit the rotational motion of the driven shaft 40 
and upper spider 58 to the magaZine 14. The upper annular 
bearing 56 is disposed betWeen the central hub 60 of the 
upper spider 58 and the top lid 32. 

[0024] Referring noW to FIGS. 1-3, the product storage 
and dispensing magaZine 14 is rotatably supported upon the 
bottom panel 24B of the middle hopper 24 of the housing 12. 
The magaZine 14 includes means in the form of a generally 
cylindrical body 64 having a plurality of partitions 66 being 
vertically arranged and spaced circumferentially about and 
?xedly attached one to the next so as to de?ne a circular roW 

of vertical channels 68 of the magaZine 14 having upper and 
loWer open ends 68A, 68B. The products, such as lollipops 
L, can be stored in the circumferentially-arranged vertical 
channels 68 one above the next to form circularly-arranged 
vertical columns of the products. The partitions 66 of the 
magaZine body 64 also de?ne vertical slots 70 along their 
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inner edges 66A Which face toward one another and open 
into a central interior cylinder of space 72 Within the 
magazine body 64 and also into the vertical channels 68. 
Head pieces P of the lollipops L are disposed in circularly 
arranged columns thereof Within the vertical channels 68 
With their handles H extending inWardly toWard the driven 
shaft 40 through the slots 70 such that each lollipop L is 
generally disposed in a horiZontal orientation. Because of 
their vertical orientations, the columns of lollipops L Will 
tend to move and feed doWnWard through the open loWer 
ends 68B of the vertical channels 68 due solely to the 
in?uence of the force of gravity and Without the need for 
application of any supplemental mechanical force thereto. 
The magaZine body 64 is made of a suitable transparent 
material such that the products can be seen both through the 
body 64 of the magaZine 14 and the outer tubular enclosure 
28 of the housing 12. 

[0025] The magaZine body 64 is disposed in a concentric 
relationship about the central driven shaft 40 and preferably 
is made up of a plurality of subunits or segments 64A, 64B 
Which ?t together end-to-end and thus stack one on top of 
another to form the body 64. This reduces the handling 
Weight of the magaZine 14 for persons Who must lift the 
magaZine during resupplying or replenishing of lollipops in 
the machine 10. The segments 64A have complementary 
male and female elements 74, 76 at the opposite ends thereof 
Which inter?t to retain the segments 64A, 64B together in 
the end-to-end stacked relationship. 

[0026] The loWermost one of the segments 64B of the 
magaZine body 64 is different from the other segments 64A 
in that segment 64B has a loWer structure 78 rigidly attached 
to and disposed beloW the partitions 66 of the segment 64B. 
The loWer structure 78 includes a plurality of radially 
outWardly directed divider tabs 80, as seen in FIG. 2, being 
circumferentially spaced apart from one another and also 
spaced beloW and betWeen the loWer open ends 68B of the 
vertical channels 68 and de?ning compartments 81 betWeen 
the divider tabs 80 Which respectively receive therein the 
loWermost products Which then make up a loWermost cir 
cular roW of the products. The loWer structure 78 also 
includes a bottom central hub 68 Which de?nes a central hole 
84 adapted to receive therethrough the central driven shaft 
40. Preferably, both the driven shaft 40 and central hole 84 
have a similar rectangular shape such that rotation of the 
central driven shaft 40 Will impose a rotational force on the 
magaZine body 64 via the bottom central hub 82 of the 
bottom structure 78 of the loWermost segment 64B that Will 
assist or augment the rotational force applied on the upper 
periphery of the magaZine body 64 by the lugs 62A on the 
radial arms 62 of the upper spider 58 in causing the rotation 
of the magaZine body 64 merely by a user turning of the 
knob 48. Also, each time the user turns the knob 48 of the 
coin deposit station 52 after inserting a coin in the coin slot 
50 thereof, the drive gear 44 rotates through an angular 
displacement sufficient to move or index the driven gear 42 
through an angular distance equal to the center-to-center 
distance betWeen the vertical channels 68 and thus betWeen 
the vertical columns of lollipops L. By Way of example, 
there are tWenty-four vertical channels 68. Thus, the maga 
Zine 14 is rotatably indexed through an angular displacement 
equal to one tWenty-fourth of its circumference each time 
the knob 48 is turned to cause the vending of a lollipop L. 
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[0027] Referring to FIG. 2, the product separation ?xture 
18 is mounted on and about the upper periphery 24A of the 
middle receptacle or hopper 24 of the housing 12. The 
magaZine body 64 at the loWer structure 78 of its loWermost 
segment 64B rests upon the separation ?xture 18 such that 
the magaZine 14 is rotatably supported thereon and can be 
rotated relative to the separation ?xture 18. The separation 
?xture 18, more particularly, basically includes a circular 
platform 86, an upstanding annular fence or Wall 88, a funnel 
90 and a barrier plate 92. 

[0028] The circular platform 86 of the ?xture 18 has an 
inner main portion 86A and an outer peripheral rim portion 
86B supported on the upper periphery 24A of the middle 
hopper 24 of the housing 12 such that the inner main portion 
86A of the platform 86 is disposed in a horiZontal orientation 
someWhat beloW the elevation of the upper periphery 24A of 
the middle hopper 24. The upstanding annular Wall 88 of the 
?xture 18 is ?xed upright upon the circular platform 86 
adjacent to the outer peripheral rim portion 86B thereof and 
outWardly of and adjacent to the open loWer ends 68B of the 
vertical channels 68 and to the divider tabs 89 of the 
loWermost segment 64B of the magaZine body 64 so as to 
permit the magaZine 14 to be rotated Without interference 
from the annular Wall 88 and With the vertical channels 68 
located inside the annular Wall and thus aligned With and 
disposed above the inner main portion 86A of the circular 
platform 86 such that the loWermost ones of the products in 
the vertical columns thereof Will rest upon the inner main 
platform portion 86A Within the respective compartments 82 
betWeen the divider tabs 80 and adjacent to the annular Wall 
88 and be moved therealong by the divider tabs 80 With 
rotation of the magaZine 14. 

[0029] The funnel 90 of the ?xture 18 is attached on and 
depends beloW the inner main portion 86A of the circular 
platform 86 so as to de?ne a passageWay 94 therethrough. 
The funnel 90 is disposed above and aligned With the 
opening 39 of the middle hopper 24 of the housing 12 such 
that products advanced by rotation of the magaZine 14 to the 
platform passageWay 94 Will fall doWnWard through the 
funnel 90 and therefrom directly to and through the opening 
39 of the middle hopper 24 of the housing 12 and therefrom 
via the product transfer means 20 to the product discharge 
station 34 of the loWer section 12C of the housing 12. Also, 
the bottom central hub 82 of the bottom structure 78 of the 
loWermost segment 64B of the magaZine body 64 extends 
beloW the rest of the bottom structure 78 so as to create 
clearance betWeen the rest of the bottom structure 78 and 
circular platform 86 Which prevents a handle H from Wedg 
ing therebetWeen and causing a jamming of the rotation of 
the magaZine 14 relative to the circular platform 86 of the 
separation ?xture 18. 

[0030] The barrier plate 92 is mounted such as by fasten 
ers 96 to an arcuate segment of the upstanding annular Wall 
88 and extends inWardly from the top 88A of the Wall 88 in 
a horiZontal orientation parallel to and spaced above the 
inner main portion 86A of the circular platform 86 such that 
the barrier plate 92 is spaced directly above the passageWay 
94 through the inner main portion 86A of the circular 
platform 86. The barrier plate 92 thus overlies and blocks a 
direct vertical path to the platform passageWay 94 of prod 
ucts from those of the vertical columns thereof located 
directly above the passageWay 94 While still alloWing drop 
ping of other products angularly displaced from the location 
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of the barrier plate 92 into the lowermost circular roW of the 
products lying on the inner main portion 86A of the platform 
86 and movement of the loWermost products one at a time 
to beloW the barrier plate 92 and into the passageway 94. As 
seen in FIG. 2, the loWer ends 68A of the vertical channels 
68 of the loWermost segment 64B of the magaZine body 64 
are disposed at an elevation above the barrier plate 92 of the 
separation ?xture 18 and thus pass over the barrier plate 92 
upon rotation of the magaZine 14 Whereas the divider tabs 80 
of the loWer structure 78 of the loWermost segment 64B of 
the magaZine body 64 are disposed at an elevation beloW the 
barrier plate 92 and thus pass under the barrier plate 92 upon 
rotation of the magaZine 14. Each of the divider tabs 80 is 
spaced a sufficient distance beloW the elevation of the barrier 
plate 92 so as to eliminate the possibility of the Wrapper of 
the product from Wedging or catching betWeen divider tab 
80 and the barrier plate 92 and thereby preventing the 
product from dropping into the passageWay 94. 

[0031] Referring noW to FIGS. 1, 2 and 5-8, the product 
transfer means 20 extends upWardly from the product dis 
charge station 24 to the product separation ?xture 18 of the 
middle section 12B of the frame 12. The product transfer 
means 20 takes the form of a curvy slide delivery chute 98. 
The delivery chute 98 includes an elongated body 100 
having an overall shalloW arcuate longitudinal con?gura 
tion, as best seen in FIGS. 6 and 7, and a W-shaped 
cross-sectional con?guration, as best seen in FIG. 8. The 
body 100 preferably is made of a suitable plastic material, is 
installed at a relatively steeply-inclined angle, as seen in 
FIG. 2, and has a central teardrop-shaped central hole 102 
formed therein Which receives therethrough the loWer tubu 
lar support member 26 of the housing 12. The teardrop 
shaped hole 102 has a pointed upper end 102A and a 
rounded loWer end 102B. 

[0032] The body 100 of the delivery chute 98 includes a 
pair of recessed channels 104, integrally formed therein, 
Which extend betWeen upper and loWer ends 10A, 100B of 
the body 100 and are provided in a Wavy or curvy longitu 
dinal con?guration in the body 100 on a pair of opposite 
sides of the central hole 102. The channels 104 protrude 
beloW the rest of the body 100 and extend from the upper 
end 100A to the opposite loWer end 100B of the body 100 
such that a product can slide doWnWard along either one of 
the channels 104 in being transferred from the opening 39 in 
the middle hopper 24 to the loWer discharge station 34 of the 
machine 10. The channels 104, being substantially mirror 
images of one another, merge together at their inlet and 
outlet ends 104A, 104B located at the upper and loWer ends 
10A, 100B of the body 100 and thus encompass a central 
portion 100C of the body 100 Which surrounds the central 
opening 102 therein. The central portion 100C of the body 
100 has a generally inverted V-shaped con?guration as seen 
in FIG. 8. The channels 104 along Which the dispensed 
products slide by having the Wavy or curvy longitudinal 
con?gurations cause the products to move along identically 
shaped paths and thus provide the motion of the products 
With an entertainment aspect Which Will attract the attention 
of consumers. 

[0033] The body 100 of the delivery chute 98 further 
includes a pair of side rails 106, each being integrally 
formed on the body 100 and protruding thereabove along 
one of the opposite outer sides 104A of the recessed chan 
nels 104. The side rails 106 function so as to reduce the 
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possibility of dislocation of a product outWardly from their 
paths of movement doWn the slide channels 104 of the body 
100 of the delivery chute 98. 

[0034] It is thought that the present invention and its 
advantages Will be understood from the foregoing descrip 
tion and it Will be apparent that various changes may be 
made thereto Without departing from its spirit and scope of 
the invention or sacri?cing all of its material advantages, the 
form hereinbefore described being merely preferred or 
exemplary embodiment thereof. 

I claim: 
1. A curvy slide delivery chute for use in a machine for 

vending products, said chute comprising: 

(a) an elongated body having a central hole formed 
therein; 

(b) a pair of recessed channels formed in said body and 
provided in a Wavy longitudinal con?guration in said 
body on opposite sides of said central hole, said chan 
nels protruding beloW a remainder of said body and 
extending from an upper end to an opposite loWer end 
of said body such that a product can slide along either 
one of said channels in being transferred from said 
upper end to said loWer end of said body. 

2. The chute of claim 1 Wherein said body has a shalloW 
arcuate longitudinal con?guration. 

3. The chute of claim 1 Wherein said body has a W-shaped 
cross-sectional con?guration. 

4. The chute of claim 1 Wherein said central hole has 
teardrop-shaped con?guration With a pointed upper end and 
a rounded loWer end. 

5. The chute of claim 1 Wherein said channels are sub 
stantially mirror images of one another. 

6. The chute of claim 1 Wherein said channels have upper 
inlet ends and loWer outlet ends, said upper inlet ends of said 
channels merging together at an upper end of said body and 
said loWer outlet ends of said channels merging together at 
a loWer end of said body such that said channels encompass 
a central portion of said body Which, in turn, surrounds said 
central hole therein. 

7. The chute of claim 1 Wherein said central portion of 
said body has a generally inverted V-shaped con?guration. 

8. The chute of claim 1 further comprising: 

(c) a pair of side rails each formed on said body and 
protruding thereabove along one of opposite outer sides 
of said recessed channels. 

9. A curvy slide delivery chute for use in a machine for 
vending products, said chute comprising: 

(a) an elongated body having an overall shalloW arcuate 
longitudinal con?guration and having a central hole 
formed therein; 

(b) a pair of recessed channels integrally formed in said 
body and provided in a Wavy longitudinal con?guration 
in said body on opposite sides of said central hole, said 
channels protruding beloW a remainder of said body 
and extending from an upper end to an opposite loWer 
end of said body such that a product can slide along 
either one of said channels in being transferred from 
said upper end to said loWer end of said body, said 
channels being substantially mirror images of one 
another and having upper inlet ends and loWer outlet 
ends, said upper inlet ends of said channels merging 
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together at said upper end of said body and said lower 
outlet ends of said channels merging together at said 
loWer end of said body such that said channels encom 
pass a central portion of said body Which, in turn, 
surrounds said central hole therein; and 

(c) a pair of side rails each integrally formed on said body 
and protruding thereabove along one of opposite outer 
sides of said recessed channels. 

10. The chute of claim 9 Wherein said body has a 
W-shaped cross-sectional con?guration. 

11. The chute of claim 9 Wherein said central hole has 
teardrop-shaped con?guration With a pointed upper end and 
a rounded loWer end. 

12. The chute of claim 9 Wherein said central portion of 
said body has a generally inverted V-shaped con?guration. 

13. A machine for vending products, comprising: 

(a) a freestanding housing having an upper portion and a 
loWer portion and an intermediate opening therebe 
tWeen; 

(b) a product discharge station disposed in said loWer 
portion of said housing; 

(c) a magaZine for storing and dispensing products being 
disposed in said upper portion of said housing; 

(d) a magaZine indexing drive mechanism disposed in 
said housing beloW said magaZine and being coupled to 
said magaZine and operable to cause rotation of said 
magaZine; 

(e) a product separation ?Xture disposed in said housing 
beloW said magaZine and coacting thereWith so as to 
cause dispensing the products from said magaZine one 
at a time through said intermediate opening of said 
housing; 

(f) an elongated tubular support member disposed in said 
housing and extending betWeen product discharge sta 
tion and said intermediate opening of said housing; and 
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(g) a curvy slide delivery chute disposed in said loWer 
portion of said housing betWeen said product discharge 
station and said intermediate opening of said housing, 
said delivery chute having a body installed at a rela 
tively steep inclined angle relative to a horiZontal 
reference plane, a central hole de?ned in said body, and 
a pair of channels formed in said body on opposite sides 
of said central hole so as to protrude beloW a remainder 
of said body and being of Wavy con?gurations such that 
the dispensed products can slide doWnWard from said 
intermediate opening to said product discharge station 
along either of said channels and past either side of said 
central hole in said body. 

14. The machine of claim 13 Wherein said body of said 
chute has a shalloW arcuate longitudinal con?guration. 

15. The machine of claim 13 Wherein said body of said 
chute has a W-shaped cross-sectional con?guration. 

16. The machine of claim 13 Wherein said central hole in 
said body of said chute has teardrop-shaped con?guration. 

17. The machine of claim 13 Wherein said channels in said 
body of said chute are substantially mirror images of one 
another. 

18. The machine of claim 13 Wherein said channels in said 
body of said chute have upper inlet ends and loWer outlet 
ends, said upper inlet ends of said channels merging together 
at an upper end of said body and said loWer outlet ends of 
said channels merging together at a loWer end of said body 
such that said channels encompass a central portion of said 
body Which, in turn, surrounds said central hole therein. 

19. The machine of claim 18 Wherein said central portion 
of said body of said chute has a generally inverted V-shaped 
con?guration. 

20. The machine of claim 13 Wherein said chute further 
includes a pair of side rails each formed on said body and 
protruding thereabove along one of opposite outer sides of 
said recessed channels. 


