
1|||||||||||||ll|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 
US 20030021998A1 

(19) United States 
(12) Patent Application Publication (10) Pub. N0.: US 2003/0021998 A1 

Hubbard et al. (43) Pub. Date: Jan. 30, 2003 

(54) TAGGING MATERIALS FOR POLYMERS, Publication Classi?cation 
METHODS, AND ARTICLES MADE 
THEREBY (51) Int. Cl.7 . .................................... .. G21G 4/00 

(52) US. Cl. .................... .. 428/412; 435/DIG. 3131384; 
435/DIG. 3131384; 252/645 

(76) Inventors: Steven Frederick Hubbard, West Sand (57) ABSTRACT 
Lake, NY (US); Radislav 
Alexandrovich potyrailo, Niskayuna, A polymer comprising a tagging material is provided 
NY (Us); Philippe Schottland, wherein the tagging material comprises at least one organic 
Evansville, IN (Us); verghese Thomas, ?uorophore dye, at least one inorganic ?uorophore, at least 
Evansville, IN (Us) one organometallic ?uorophore, at least one semi-conduct 

ing luminescent nanoparticle, or combination thereof, 
Correspondence Address; Wherein the tagging material has a temperature stability of at 
General Electric Company least about 350° C. and is present in a sufficient quantity 
CRD Patent Docket Rm 4A59 such that the tagging material is detectible via a spectrof 
R0, BOX 8, Bldg, K-l -Sa]am0ne luorometer at an excitation Wavelength in a range betWeen 
Schenectady, NY 12301 (US) about 100 nanometers and about 1100 nanometers. Further 

embodiments of the present invention include a method for 
(21) Appl. No.: 09/901,966 identifying a polymer and an article comprising a polymer 

Wherein the polymer contains the aforementioned tagging 
(22) Filed: Jul. 11, 2001 material. 

a, A 400 - 

g a 
in C 300 - 

.5 g 
— 200 — 

g e 
g 100 - 
(D 

O a l | l 

Wavelength (nm) 



Patent Application Publication Jan. 30, 2003 Sheet 1 0f 2 US 2003/0021998 A1 

m m m m. m 0 62502 35:25 3.55 
800 700 500 

Wavelength (nm) 

111mm 



Patent Application Publication Jan. 30, 2003 Sheet 2 0f 2 US 2003/0021998 A1 

Signal Intensity (Counts) w 
100 

500 600 700 800 

Wavelength (nm) 

12121166 2 



US 2003/0021998 A1 

TAGGING MATERIALS FOR POLYMERS, 
METHODS, AND ARTICLES MADE THEREBY 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention is related to identi?cation of 
polymer compositions. More particularly, the present inven 
tion is related to non-destructive identi?cation of polymer 
compositions via spectroscopic tags. 

[0002] Automated identi?cation of plastic compositions is 
desirable for a variety of applications, such as recycling, 
tracking a manufacturing source, anti-piracy protection, and 
the like. Historically, X-rays and infrared spectroscopy have 
been used to identify plastic materials. Tagging materials 
such as ultraviolet and near-infrared ?uorescent dyes have 
also been used for the identi?cation of plastic compositions. 

[0003] In Cyr et al., US. Pat. No. 6,099,930, tagging 
materials are placed in materials such as digital compact 
discs. A near-infrared ?uorophore is incorporated into the 
compact disc via coating, admixing, blending, or copoly 
meriZation. Fluorescence is detectable When the ?uorophore 
is exposed to electromagnetic radiation having a Wavelength 
ranging from 670 nanometers to 1100 nanometers. 

[0004] Unfortunately, the use of ?uorophores may be 
problematic under certain conditions. For instance, if mul 
tiple ?uorophores are used, there may be an inaccuracy in 
the signals that are produced if the dye ages or leaches under 
normal use conditions, Which can include, for example, 
exposure to ultraviolet light and high ambient temperatures. 
Additionally, additives used in the polymer can alter the 
ratio of ?uorescence intensities. 

[0005] Due to the multitude of articles made by polymeric 
materials, there is a groWing need to develop methods and 
tagging materials that a manufacturer can use to identify a 
product. Thus, methods and materials are constantly being 
sought Which are effective, accurate, and easily detected. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] The present invention provides a method for iden 
tifying a polymer, comprising providing in the polymer at 
least one tagging material Wherein the tagging material 
comprises at least one organic ?uorophore dye, at least one 
inorganic ?uorophore, at least one organometallic ?uoro 
phore, at least one semi-conducting luminescent nanopar 
ticle, or combination thereof, Wherein the tagging material 
has a temperature stability of at least 350° C. and is present 
in a sufficient quantity such that the tagging material is 
detectible via a spectro?uorometer at an excitation Wave 
length in a range betWeen about 100 nanometers and about 
1100 nanometers. 

[0007] In a further embodiment of the present invention, a 
polymer is provided comprising a tagging material Wherein 
the tagging material comprises at least one organic ?uoro 
phore dye, at least one inorganic ?uorophore, at least one 
organometallic ?uorophore, at least one semi-conducting 
luminescent nanoparticle, or combination thereof, Wherein 
the tagging material has a temperature stability of at least 
350° C. and is present in a sufficient quantity such that the 
tagging material is detectible via a spectro?uorometer at an 
excitation Wavelength in a range betWeen about 100 nanom 
eters and about 1100 nanometers. 
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[0008] In yet a further embodiment of the present inven 
tion, an article is provided comprising a polymer Wherein the 
polymer comprises at least one tagging material Wherein the 
tagging material comprises at least one organic ?uorophore 
dye, at least one inorganic ?uorophore, at least one organo 
metallic ?uorophore, at least one semi-conducting lumines 
cent nanoparticle, or combination thereof, Wherein the tag 
ging material has a temperature stability of at least 350° C. 
and is present in a suf?cient quantity such that the tagging 
material is detectible via a spectro?uorometer at an excita 
tion Wavelength in a range betWeen about 100 nanometers 
and about 1100 nanometers. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0009] FIG. 1 depicts a ?uorescence spectrum of a ?uo 
rescent tag incorporated into melt polycarbonate before a 
heat test as measured via a spectro?uorometer. Excitation 
Wavelength, 546 nanometers. 

[0010] FIG. 2 depicts a ?uorescence spectrum of a ?uo 
rescent tag incorporated into melt polycarbonate after a heat 
test as measured via a spectro?uorometer. Excitation Wave 
length, 546 nanometers. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0011] The present invention relates to spectroscopic tags 
incorporated into polymers. Spectroscopic tags include at 
least one organic ?uorophore, at least one inorganic ?uoro 
phore, at least one organometallic ?uorophore, at least one 
semiconducting luminescent nanoparticle, or combinations 
thereof. Spectroscopic tags make it possible to determine the 
thermal history and degradation of a polymer. In addition, 
the tagging materials used in the present invention are 
insensitive to polymer additives and to chemical and physi 
cal aging of the polymer. 

[0012] These tagging materials are selected from classes 
of dyes that exhibit high robustness against ambient envi 
ronmental conditions and temperature stability of at least 
about 350° C., preferably at least about 375° C., and more 
preferably at least about 400° C. Typically, the tagging 
materials have a temperature stability for a time period less 
than about 10 minutes and preferably, less than about 1 
minute, and more preferably, less than 20 seconds. 

[0013] The excitation range of these tagging materials is 
typically in a range betWeen about 100 nanometers and 
about 1100 nanometers, and more typically in a range 
betWeen about 200 nanometers and about 1000 nanometers, 
and most typically in a range betWeen about 250 nanometers 
and about 950 nanometers. The emission range of these 
tagging materials is typically in a range betWeen about 250 
nanometers and about 2500 nanometers. 

[0014] The tags of the present invention include organic, 
inorganic, or organometallic ?uorophores. Exemplary ?uo 
rphores include, but are not limited to, knoWn dyes such as 
polyaZaindacenes or coumarins, including those set forth in 
US. Pat. No. 5,573,909. Other suitable families of dyes 
include lanthanide complexes, hydrocarbon and substituted 
hydrocarbon dyes; polycyclic aromatic hyrdocarbons; scin 
tillation dyes (preferably oxaZoles and oxadiaZoles); aryl 
and heteroaryl-substituted polyole?ns (CZ-C8 ole?n por 
tion); carbocyanine dyes; phthalocyanine dyes and pig 
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[0077] 2,3,5,6-1H,4H-Tetrahydro-9-carboethoXyquino 
liZino-<9,9a,1 -gh>coumarin 

[0078] 2,3,5,6-1H,4H-Tetrahydro-8-methylquinoliZino 
<9,9a,1-gh>coumarin 

[0079] 2,35,6-1H,4H-Tetrahydro-9-(3-pyridyl)-quino 
liZino-<9,9a,1-gh>coumarin 

[0080] 2,3,5,6-1H,4H-Tetrahydro-8-tri?uorometh 
ylquinoliZino-<9,9a,1-gh>coumarin 

[0081] 2,3,5,6-1H,4H-TetrahydroquinoliZino-<9,9a,1 
gh>coumarin 

[0082] 3,3‘,2“,3‘"-Tetramethyl-p-quaterphenyl 
[0083] 2,5,2““,5““-Tetramethyl-p-quinquephenyl 
[0084] P-terphenyl 
[0085] P-quaterphenyl 

[0086] Nile Red 

[0087] Rhodamine 700 

[0088] OXaZine 750 

[0089] Rhodamine 800 

[0090] IR 125 

[0091] IR 144 

[0092] IR 140 

[0093] IR 132 

[0094] IR 26 

[0095] IR 5 

[0096] DiphenylheXatriene 

[0097] Diphenylbutadiene 
[0098] Tetraphenylbutadiene 

[0099] Naphthalene 
[0100] Anthracene 

[0101] 9,10-diphenylanthracene 

[0102] Pyrene 
[0103] Chrysene 
[0104] Rubrene 

[0105] Coronene 

[0106] Phenanthrene. 

[0107] The tags of the present invention may also include 
semi-conducting luminescent nanoparticles of sizes in a 
range betWeen about 1 nanometer and about 50 nanometers. 
Exemplary semi-conducting luminescent nanoparticles 
include, but are not limited to, CdS, ZnS, Cd3P2, PbS, or 
combinations thereof. Semi-conducting luminescent nano 
particles also include rare earth aluminates including, but 
not limited to, strontium aluminates doped With Europium 
and Dysprosium. 

[0108] In a preferred embodiment, tagging materials such 
as perylenes such as Anthra[2,1,9-def:6,5,10-d‘e‘f]diiso 
quinoline-l,3,8,10(2H,9H)-tetrone, 2,9-bis[2,6-bis(1-me 
thyethyl)phenyl]-5,6,12,13-tetraphenoxy are utiliZed. 
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[0109] Concentration of the tagging material depends on 
the quantum efficiency of the tagging material, excitation 
and emission Wavelengths, and employed detection tech 
niques, and can typically range from about 10-18 percent by 
Weight and about 2 percent by Weight of the total polymer, 
more typically range from about 10-15 percent by Weight 
and about 0.5 percent by Weight of the total polymer, and 
most typically range from about 10-12 percent by Weight 
and about 0.05 percent by Weight of the total polymer. 
[0110] Some possible eXamples of polymers Which can be 
utiliZed for the present invention include, but are not limited 
to, amorphous, crystalline and semi-crystalline thermoplas 
tic materials: polyvinyl chloride, polyole?ns (including, but 
not limited to, linear and cyclic polyole?ns and including 
polyethylene, chlorinated polyethylene, polypropylene, and 
the like), polyesters (including, but not limited to, polyeth 
ylene terephthalate, polybutylene terephthalate, polycyclo 
heXylmethylene terephthalate, and the like), polyamides, 
polysulfones (including, but not limited to, hydrogenated 
polysulfones, and the like), polyimides, polyether imides, 
polyether sulfones, polyphenylene sul?des, polyether 
ketones, polyether ether ketones, ABS resins, polystyrenes 
(including, but not limited to, hydrogenated polystyrenes, 
syndiotactic and atactic polystyrenes, polycycloheXyl ethyl 
ene, styrene-co-acrylonitrile, styrene-co-maleic anhydride, 
and the like), polybutadiene, polyacrylates (including, but 
not limited to, polymethylmethacrylate, methyl methacry 
late-polyimide copolymers, and the like), polyacrylonitrile, 
polyacetals, polycarbonates, polyphenylene ethers (includ 
ing, but not limited to, those derived from 2,6-dimethylphe 
nol and copolymers With 2,3,6-trimethylphenol, and the 
like), ethylene-vinyl acetate copolymers, polyvinyl acetate, 
liquid crystal polymers, ethylene-tetra?uoroethylene 
copolymer, aromatic polyesters, polyvinyl ?uoride, polyvi 
nylidene ?uoride, polyvinylidene chloride, Te?ons, as Well 
as thermosetting resins such as epoXy, phenolic, alkyds, 
polyester, polyimide, polyurethane, mineral ?lled silicone, 
bis-maleimides, cyanate esters, vinyl, and benZocyclobutene 
resins, in addition to blends, copolymers, miXtures, reaction 
products and composites comprising at least one of the 
foregoing plastics. 
[0111] As used herein, the terms “polycarbonate , poly 
carbonate composition”, and “composition comprising aro 
matic carbonate chain units” includes compositions having 
structural units of the formula (I): 

(I) 
o 

[0112] in Which at least about 60 percent of the total 
number of R1 groups are aromatic organic radicals and the 
balance thereof are aliphatic, alicyclic, or aromatic radicals. 
Preferably, R1 is an aromatic organic radical and, more 
preferably, a radical of the formula (II): 

[0113] Wherein each of A1 and A2 is a monocyclic divalent 
aryl radical and Y1 is a bridging radical having one or tWo 
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atoms Which separate A1 from A2. In an exemplary embodi 
ment, one atom separates A1 from A2. Illustrative, non 
limiting examples of radicals of this type are —O—, —S—, 
—S(O)—, —S(O2)—, —C(O)—, methylene, cyclohexyl 
methylene, 2-[2,2,1]-bicycloheptylidene, ethylidene, isopro 
pylidene, neopentylidene, cyclohexylidene, cyclopentade 
cylidene, cyclododecylidene, and adamantylidene. The 
bridging radical Y1 can be a hydrocarbon group or a satu 
rated hydrocarbon group such as methylene, cyclohexy 
lidene or isopropylidene. 

[0114] Polycarbonates can be produced by the interfacial 
reaction of dihydroxy compounds in Which only one atom 
separates A1 and A2. As used herein, the term “dihydroxy 
compound” includes, for example, bisphenol compounds 
having general formula (III) as folloWs: 

(III) 
(Rah) (Rb)q 

[0115] wherein R8 and Rb each represent a halogen atom or 
a monovalent hydrocarbon group and may be the same or 
different; p and q are each independently integers from 0 to 
4; and X3 represents one of the groups of formula (IV): 

(IV) 

[0116] wherein R0 and Rd each independently represent a 
hydrogen atom or a monovalent linear or cyclic hydrocarbon 
group and Re is a divalent hydrocarbon group. 

[0117] Some illustrative, non-limiting examples of suit 
able dihydroxy compounds include dihydric phenols and the 
dihydroxy-substituted aromatic hydrocarbons disclosed by 
name or formula (generic or speci?c) in US. Pat. No. 
4,217,438, Which is incorporated herein by reference. A 
nonexclusive list of speci?c examples of the types of bisphe 
nol compounds that may be represented by formula (III) 
includes the folloWing: 1,1-bis(4-hydroxyphenyl) methane; 
1,1-bis(4-hydroxyphenyl) ethane; 2,2-bis(4-hydroxyphenyl) 
propane (hereinafter “bisphenol A” or “BPA”); 2,2-bis(4 
hydroxyphenyl) butane; 2,2-bis(4-hydroxyphenyl) octane; 
1,1-bis(4-hydroxyphenyl) propane; 1,1-bis(4-hydroxyphe 
nyl) n-butane; bis(4-hydroxyphenyl) phenylmethane; 2,2 
bis(4-hydroxy-1-methylphenyl) propane; 1,1-bis(4-hy 
droxy-t-butylphenyl) propane; bis(hydroxyaryl) alkanes 
such as 2,2-bis(4-hydroxy-3-bromophenyl) propane; 1,1 
bis(4-hydroxyphenyl) cyclopentane; and bis(hydroxyaryl) 
cycloalkanes such as 1,1-bis(4-hydroxyphenyl) cyclohex 
ane; and the like as Well as combinations comprising at least 
one of the foregoing. 

[0118] It is also possible to employ polycarbonates result 
ing from the polymeriZation of tWo or more different dihy 
dric phenols or a copolymer of a dihydric phenol With a 
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glycol or With a hydroxy- or acid-terminated polyester or 
With a dibasic acid or With a hydroxy acid or With an 
aliphatic diacid in the event a carbonate copolymer rather 
than a homopolymer is desired for use. Generally, useful 
aliphatic diacids have from 2 to about 40 carbons. A pre 
ferred aliphatic diacid is dodecandioic acid. Polyarylates and 
polyester-carbonate resins or their blends can also be 
employed. Branched polycarbonates are also useful, as Well 
as blends of linear polycarbonate and a branched polycar 
bonate. The branched polycarbonates may be prepared by 
adding a branching agent during polymeriZation. 

[0119] These branching agents are Well knoWn and may 
comprise polyfunctional organic compounds containing at 
least three functional groups Which may be hydroxyl, car 
boxyl, carboxylic anhydride, haloformyl and mixtures com 
prising at least one of the foregoing. Speci?c examples 
include trimellitic acid, trimellitic anhydride, trimellitic 
trichloride, tris-p-hydroxy phenyl ethane, isatin-bis-phenol, 
tris-phenol TC (1,3,5-tris((p-hydroxyphenyl)isopropyl)ben 
Zene), tris-phenol PA (4(4(1,1-bis(p-hydroxyphenyl)-ethyl) 
alpha,alpha-dimethyl benZyl)phenol), 4-chloroformyl 
phthalic anhydride, trimesic acid and benZophenone tetra 
carboxylic acid, and the like. The branching agents may be 
added at a level of about 0.05 to about 2.0 Weight percent. 
Branching agents and procedures for making branched poly 
carbonates are described in US. Pat. Nos. 3,635,895 and 
4,001,184. All types of polycarbonate end groups are herein 
contemplated. 

[0120] Preferred polycarbonates are based on bisphenol A, 
in Which each of A1 and A2 is p-phenylene and Y1 is 
isopropylidene. Preferably, the average molecular Weight of 
the polycarbonate is about 5,000 to about 100,000, more 
preferably about 10,000 to about 65,000, and most prefer 
ably about 15,000 to about 35,000. 

[0121] In monitoring and evaluating polycarbonate syn 
thesis, it is of particular interest to determine the concen 
tration of Fries product present in the polycarbonate. As 
noted, the generation of signi?cant Fries product can lead to 
polymer branching, resulting in uncontrollable melt behav 
ior. As used herein, the terms “Fries” and “Fries product” 
denote a repeating unit in polycarbonate having the formula 

(V) 
(R01) (Rbh 

[0122] wherein X21 is a bivalent radical as described in 
connection With Formula (III) described above. 

[0123] The polycarbonate composition may also include 
various additives ordinarily incorporated in resin composi 
tions of this type. Such additives are, for example, ?llers or 
reinforcing agents; heat stabiliZers; antioxidants; light sta 
biliZers; plasticiZers; antistatic agents; mold releasing 
agents; additional resins; bloWing agents; and the like, as 
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Well as combinations comprising at least one of the forego 
ing additives. Examples of ?llers or reinforcing agents 
include glass ?bers, asbestos, carbon ?bers, silica, talc and 
calcium carbonate. Examples of heat stabiliZers include 
triphenyl phosphite, tris-(2,6-dimethylphenyl)phosphite, 
tris-(mixed mono-and di-nonylphenyl)phosphite, dimethyl 
benene phosphonate and trimethyl phosphate. Examples of 
antioxidants include octadecyl-3-(3,5-di-tert-butyl-4-hy 
droxyphenyl)propionate, and pentaerythrityl-tetrakis[3-(3,5 
di-tert-butyl-4-hydroxyphenyl)propionate]. Examples of 
light stabiliZers include 2-(2-hydroxy-5-methylphenyl)ben 
ZotriaZole, 2-(2-hydroxy-S-tert-octylphenyl)-benZotriaZole 
and 2-hydroxy-4-n-octoxy benZophenone. Examples of 
plasticiZers include dioctyl-4,5-epoxy-hexahydrophthalate, 
tris-(octoxycarbonylethyl)isocyanurate, tristearin and epoxi 
diZed soybean oil. Examples of the antistatic agent include 
glycerol monostearate, sodium stearyl sulfonate, and sodium 
dodecylbenZenesulfonate. Examples of mold releasing 
agents include stearyl stearate, beesWax, montan Wax and 
paraf?n Wax. Examples of other resins include but are not 
limited to polypropylene, polystyrene, polymethyl meth 
acrylate, and polyphenylene oxide. Combinations of any of 
the foregoing additives may be used. Such additives may be 
mixed at a suitable time during the mixing of the compo 
nents for forming the composition. 

[0124] In addition to the polymer and tagging material, the 
composition may optionally include various additives ordi 
narily incorporated in resin compositions of this type. Such 
additives may include antioxidants, heat stabiliZers, anti 
static agents (tetra alkylammonium benzene sulfonate salts, 
tetra alkylphosphonium benZene sulfonate salts, and the 
like), mold releasing agents (pentaerythritol tetrastearate; 
glycerol monstearate, and the like), and the like, and com 
binations comprising at least one of the foregoing. For 
example, the substrate can comprise heat stabiliZer in a 
range betWeen about 0.01 Weight percent and about 0.1 
Weight percent; an antistatic agent in a range betWeen about 
0.01 Weight percent and about 0.2 Weight percent; and a 
mold releasing agent in a range betWeen about 0.1 Weight 
percent and about 1 Weight percent of a mold releasing 
agent; based upon the total Weight of the polymer. 

[0125] Some possible antioxidants include, for example, 
organophosphites, e.g., tris(nonyl-phenyl)phosphite, tris(2, 
4-di-t-butylphenyl)phosphite, bis(2,4-di-t-butylphenyl)pen 
taerythritol diphosphite, distearyl pentaerythritol diphos 
phite and the like; alkylated monophenols, polyphenols and 
alkylated reaction products of polyphenols With dienes, such 
as, for example, tetrakis[methylene(3,5-di-tert-butyl-4-hy 
droxyhydrocinnamate)] methane, 3,5-di-tert-butyl-4-hy 
droxyhydrocinnamate octadecyl, 2,4-di-tert-butylphenyl 
phosphite, and the like; butylated reaction products of para 
cresol and dicyclopentadiene; alkylated hydroquinones; 
hydroxylated thiodiphenyl ethers; alkylidene-bisphenols; 
benZyl compounds; esters of beta-(3,5-di-tert-butyl-4-hy 
droxyphenyl)-propionic acid With monohydric or polyhydric 
alcohols; esters of beta-(5-tert-butyl-4-hydroxy-3-meth 
ylphenyl)-propionic acid With monohydric or polyhydric 
alcohols; esters of thioalkyl or thioaryl compounds, such as, 
for example, distearylthiopropionate, dilaurylthiopropi 
onate, ditridecylthiodipropionate, and the like; amides of 
beta-(3,5-di-tert-butyl-4-hydroxyphenyl)-propionic acid; 
and the like, as Well as combinations comprising at least one 
of the foregoing. 
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[0126] Other potential additives Which may be employed 
comprise: UV absorbers; stabiliZers such as light and ther 
mal stabiliZers (e. g., acidic phosphorous-based compounds); 
hindered phenols; Zinc oxide, Zinc sul?de particles, or 
combination thereof; lubricants (mineral oil, and the like), 
plasticiZers, dyes used as a coloring material (quinines, 
aZobenZenes, and the like); among others, as Well as com 
binations comprising at least one of the foregoing additives. 

[0127] In order to aid in the processing of the polymer, 
particularly polycarbonate, catalyst(s) may also be 
employed, namely in the extruder or other mixing device. 
The catalyst typically assists in controlling the viscosity of 
the resulting material. Possible catalysts include hydroxides, 
such as tetraalkylammonium hydroxide, tetraalkylphospho 
nium hydroxide, and the like, With diethyldimethylammo 
nium hydroxide and tetrabutylphosphonium hydroxide pre 
ferred. The catalyst(s) can be employed alone or in 
combination With quenchers such as acids, such as phos 
phoric acid, and the like. Additionally, Water may be injected 
into the polymer melt during compounding and removed as 
Water vapor through a vent to remove residual volatile 
compounds. 

[0128] The polymer is produced by using a conventional 
reaction vessel capable of adequately mixing various pre 
cursors, such as a single or tWin screW extruder, kneader, 
blender, or the like. Spectroscopic tags can be incorporated 
into the polymer in the polymer manufacturing stage, during 
polymer processing into articles, or combinations thereof. 
The spectroscopic tag can be incorporated into the polymer 
such that it is uniformly dispersed throughout the polymer or 
such that it is dispersed on a portion of the polymer. The 
polymer precursors can be premixed With the spectroscopic 
tag (e.g., in a pellet, poWder, and/or liquid form) and 
simultaneously fed through a hopper into the extruder, or the 
spectroscopic tag can be optionally added in the feed throat 
or through an alternate injection port of the injection mold 
ing machine or other molding. Optionally, the polymer can 
be produced and the spectroscopic tag can be dispersed on 
a portion of the polymer. Methods for incorporating the 
spectroscopic tag into the polymer include, for example, 
coating, admixing, blending, or copolymeriZation. 

[0129] The extruder should be maintained at a suf?ciently 
high temperature to melt the polymer precursors Without 
causing decomposition thereof. For polycarbonate, for 
example, temperatures of about 220° C. to about 360° C. can 
be used, With about 260° C. to about 320° C. preferred. 
Similarly, the residence time in the extruder should be 
controlled to minimiZe decomposition. Residence times of 
up to about 2 minutes or more can be employed, With up to 
about 1.5 minutes preferred, and up to about 1 minute 
especially preferred. Prior to extrusion into the desired form 
(typically pellets, sheet, Web, or the like, the mixture can 
optionally be ?ltered, such as by melt ?ltering and/or the use 
of a screen pack, or the like, to remove undesirable con 
taminants or decomposition products. 

[0130] The polymers of the present invention may be used 
for any application in Which the physical and chemical 
properties of the material are desired. Typically, the poly 
mers are used for data storage media. After the polymer 
composition has been produced, it can be formed into a data 
storage media using various molding techniques, processing 
techniques, or combination thereof. Possible molding tech 
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niques include injection molding, ?lm casting, extrusion, 
press molding, blow molding, stamping, and the like. One 
possible process comprises an injection molding—compres 
sion technique Where a mold is ?lled With a molten polymer. 
The mold may contain a preform, inserts, ?llers, etc. The 
polymer is cooled and, While still in an at least partially 
molten state, compressed to imprint the desired surface 
features (e.g., pits, grooves, edge features, smoothness, and 
the like), arranged in spiral concentric or other orientation, 
onto the desired portion(s) of the substrate, ie one or both 
sides in the desired areas. The substrate is then cooled to 
room temperature. Once the substrate has been produced, 
additional processing, such as electroplating, coating tech 
niques (spin coating, spray coating, vapor deposition, screen 
printing, painting, dipping, and the like), lamination, sput 
tering, and combinations comprising at least one of the 
foregoing processing techniques, among others convention 
ally knoWn in the art, may be employed to dispose desired 
layers on the substrate. 

[0131] An example of a polycarbonate data storage media 
comprises an injection molded polycarbonate substrate 
Which may optionally comprise a holloW (bubbles, cavity, 
and the like) or ?lled (metal, plastics, glass, ceramic, and the 
like, in various forms such as ?bers, spheres, particles, and 
the like) core. Disposed on the substrate are various layers 
including: a data layer, dielectric layer(s), a re?ective lay 
er(s), and/or a protective layer, as Well as combinations 
comprising at least one of the foregoing layers. These layers 
comprise conventional materials and are disposed in accor 
dance With the type of media produced. For example, for a 
?rst surface media, the layers may be protective layer, 
dielectric layer, data storage layer, dielectric layer, and then 
the re?ective layer disposed in contact With the substrate, 
With an optional decorative layer disposed on the opposite 
side of the substrate. MeanWhile, for an optical media, the 
layers may be optional decorative layer, protective layer, 
re?ective layer, dielectric layer, and data storage layer, With 
a subsequent dielectric layer in contact With the substrate. 
Optical media may include, but is not limited to, any 
conventional pre-recorded, re-Writable, or recordable for 
mats such as: CD, CD-R, CD-RW, DVD, DVD-R, DVD 
RW, DVD+RW, DVD-RAM, high-density DVD, magneto 
optical, and others. It is understood that the form of the 
media is not limited to disk-shape, but may be any shape 
Which can be accommodated in a readout device. 

[0132] The data storage layer(s) may comprise any mate 
rial capable of storing retrievable data, such as an optical 
layer, magnetic layer, or a magneto-optic layer. Typically the 

data layer has a thickness of up to about 600 Angstroms or so, With a thickness up to about 300 A preferred. Possible 

data storage layers include, but are not limited to, oxides 
(such as silicone oxide), rare earth elements—transition 
metal alloys, nickel, cobalt, chromium, tantalum, platinum, 
terbium, gadolinium, iron, boron, others, and alloys and 
combinations comprising at least one of the foregoing, 
organic dye (e.g., cyanine or phthalocyanine type dyes), and 
inorganic phase change compounds (e.g., TeSeSn, InAgSb, 
and the like). 

[0133] The protective layer(s), Which protect against dust, 
oils, and other contaminants, can have a thickness of greater 
than about 100 microns (p) to less than about 10 A, With a 
thickness of about 300 A or less preferred in some embodi 
ments, and a thickness of about 100 A or less especially 
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preferred. The thickness of the protective layer(s) is usually 
determined, at least in part, by the type of read/Write 
mechanism employed, e.g., magnetic, optic, or magneto 
optic. Possible protective layers include anti-corrosive mate 
rials such as gold, silver, nitrides (e.g., silicon nitrides and 
aluminum nitrides, among others), carbides (e.g., silicon 
carbide and others), oxides (e.g., silicon dioxide and others), 
polymeric materials (e.g., polyacrylates or polycarbonates), 
carbon ?lm (diamond, diamond-like carbon, and the like), 
among others, and combinations comprising at least one of 
the foregoing. 

[0134] The dielectric layer(s), Which are disposed on one 
or both sides of the data storage layer and are often 
employed as heat controllers, can typically have a thickness 
of up to or exceeding about 1,000 A and as loW as about 200 
A or less. Possible dielectric layers include nitrides (e.g., 
silicon nitride, aluminum nitride, and others); oxides (e.g., 
aluminum oxide); carbides (e.g., silicon carbide); and com 
binations comprising at least one of the foregoing materials, 
among other materials compatible Within the environment 
and preferably not reactive With the surrounding layers. 

[0135] The re?ective layer(s) should have a suf?cient 
thickness to re?ect a suf?cient amount of energy (e.g., light) 
to enable data retrieval. Typically the re?ective layer(s) can 
have a thickness of up to about 700 A or so, With a thickness 
of about 300 A to about 600 A generally preferred. Possible 
re?ective layers include any material capable of re?ecting 
the particular energy ?eld, including metals (e. g., aluminum, 
silver, gold, titanium, and alloys and mixtures comprising at 
least one of the foregoing metals, and others). 

[0136] In addition to the data storage layer(s), dielectric 
layer(s), protective layer(s) and re?ective layer(s), other 
layers can be employed such as lubrication layer and others. 
Useful lubricants include ?uoro compounds, especially 
?uoro oils and greases, and the like. 

[0137] The tagging materials of the present invention 
alloWs for a non-destructive means for the tracking of 
materials, determination of processing conditions such as 
the temperature at Which an article Was manufactured in 
addition to the thermal history and degradation. 

[0138] In order that those skilled in the art Will be better 
able to practice the invention, the folloWing example is 
given by Way of illustration and not by Way of limitation. 

EXAMPLE 

[0139] An organic ?uorophore (Lumogen Red 300 
obtained from BASF) Was used as a spectroscopic tag. It has 
a high melting point (300° C.) and high temperature stabil 
ity. The tag Was incorporated into the melt polycarbonate 
material during the melt polymeriZation reaction. The melt 
polymeriZation Was performed in a lab reactor. For heat 
stability tests, small amounts of polymer (about 0.5 grams) 
Were put into an oven at 400° C. for three minutes. Heating 
of the samples Was done in air. 

[0140] Fluorescence emission spectra of the tag before and 
after the heating test Were performed to assess the tempera 
ture stability of the tag. Determinations Were performed on 
a setup Which included a White light source (450 Watt Xenon 
arc lamp, SLM Instruments, Inc., Urbana, 111., Model 
FP-024), a monochromator for selection of the excitation 
Wavelengths (SLM Instruments, Inc., Model FP-092) and a 
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portable spectro?uorometer (Ocean Optics, Inc., Dunedin, 
Fla., Model ST2000). The spectro?uorometer Was equipped 
With a 200 micron slit, 600 groves per millimeter grating 
blazed at 400 nanometers and covering the spectral range 
from 250 to 800 nanometers With e?iciency greater than 
30% and a linear charge coupled device (CCD) array detec 
tor. Light from the monochromator Was focused into one of 
the arms of a “six-around-one” bifurcated ?ber-optic re?ec 
tion probe (Ocean Optics, Inc., Model R400-7-UV/VIS). 
Light from the samples Was collected When the common end 
of the ?ber-optic probe Was position near the samples at a 
certain angle to minimiZe the amount of light directly 
re?ected from the sample back into the probe. The second 
arm of the probe Was coupled to the spectro?uorometer. 

[0141] FIG. 1 depicts the ?uorescence spectrum of the 
?uorescent tag incorporated into melt polycarbonate before 
the heat test. Excitation Wavelength Was 546 nanometers. 
FIG. 2 depicts the ?uorescence spectrum of the ?uorescent 
tag incorporation into melt polycarbonate after the heat test. 
Excitation Wavelength Was 546 nanometers. This data 
clearly illustrates that the optical media made of polycar 
bonate and tagged With the disclosed ?uorescent tagging dye 
can be processed above 350° C. Such temperature is com 
parable With the temperature of DVD production. 

[0142] While embodiments have been shoWn and 
described, various modi?cations and substitutions may be 
made thereto Without departing from the spirit and the scope 
of the invention. Accordingly, it is to be understood that the 
present invention has been described by Way of illustration 
and not limitation. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method for identifying a polymer, comprising pro 

viding in the polymer at least one tagging material Wherein 
the tagging material comprises at least one organic ?uoro 
phore dye, at least one inorganic ?uorophore, at least one 
organometallic ?uorophore, at least one semi-conducting 
luminescent nanoparticle, or combination thereof, Wherein 
the tagging material has a temperature stability of at least 
about 350° C. and is present in a su?icient quantity such that 
the tagging material is detectible via a spectro?uorometer at 
an excitation Wavelength in a range betWeen about 100 
nanometers and about 1100 nanometers. 

2. The method in accordance With claim 1, Wherein the 
tagging material has a temperature stability of at least about 
375° C. 

3. The method in accordance With claim 1, Wherein the 
tagging material has a temperature stability of at least about 
400° C. 

4. The method in accordance With claim 1, Wherein the 
tagging material has an excitation Wavelength in a range 
betWeen about 200 nanometers and about 1000 nanometers. 

5. The method in accordance With claim 4, Wherein the 
tagging material has an excitation Wavelength in a range 
betWeen about 250 nanometers and about 950 nanometers. 

6. The method in accordance With claim 1, Wherein the at 
least one ?uorophore dye comprises perylenes. 

7. The method in accordance With claim 6, Wherein the at 
least one ?uorophore dye comprises anthra[2,1,9-def:6,5, 
10-d‘e‘f]diisoquinoline-1,3,8,10(2H,9H)-tetrone, 2,9-bis[2, 
6-bis(1-methyethyl)phenyl]-5,6,12,13-tetraphenoxy, or 
combinations thereof. 

8. The method in accordance With claim 1, Wherein at 
least one ?uorophore dye comprises a lanthanide complex. 
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9. The method in accordance With claim 1, Wherein the 
?uorophore is an anti-stokes shift dye. 

10. The method in accordance With claim 1, Wherein at 
least one semi-conducting luminescent nanoparticle com 
prises CdS, ZnS, Cd3P2, PbS, or combinations thereof. 

11 The method in accordance With claim 1, Wherein at 
least one semi-conducting luminescent nanoparticle com 
prises rare earth aluminates comprising strontium alumi 
nates doped With Europium and Dysprosium. 

12. The method in accordance With claim 1, Wherein the 
tagging material is present in a range betWeen about 10'18 
and about 2 percent by Weight of the total polymer. 

13. The method in accordance With claim 12, Wherein the 
tagging material is present in a range betWeen about 10'15 
and about 0.5 percent by Weight of the total polymer. 

14. The method in accordance With claim 13, Wherein the 
tagging material is present in a range betWeen about 10-12 
and about 0.05 percent by Weight of the total polymer. 

15. The method of claim 1, Wherein the polymer com 
prises a thermoplastic polymer material. 

16. The method of claim 15, Wherein the thermoplastic 
polymer material comprises polycarbonate. 

17. The method of claim 1, Wherein the tagging material 
is incorporated into the polymer by coating, admixing, 
blending, or copolymeriZation. 

18. The method of claim 1, Wherein the polymer is used 
in a storage media for data. 

19. The method of claim 1, Wherein the polymer contains 
a coloring material. 

20. The method in accordance With claim 1, Wherein the 
tagging material has a temperature stability for a time period 
of less than about 10 minutes. 

21. The method in accordance With claim 1, Wherein the 
tagging material has a temperature stability for a time period 
of less than about 1 minute. 

22. The method in accordance With claim 1, Wherein the 
tagging material has a temperature stability for a time period 
of less than about 20 seconds. 

23. A method for identifying a polycarbonate, comprising 
providing in the polycarbonate at least one tagging material 
Wherein the tagging material comprises a perylene, Wherein 
the perylene has a temperature stability of at least about 350° 
C., is present in a range betWeen about 10 percent by Weight 
and about 2 percent by Weight of the total polycarbonate and 
is detectible via a spectro?uorometer at an excitation Wave 
length in a range betWeen about 100 nanometers and about 
1100 nanometers. 

24. Apolymer comprising a tagging material Wherein the 
tagging material comprises at least one organic ?uorophore 
dye, at least one inorganic or organometallic ?uorophore, at 
least one semi-conducting luminescent nanoparticle, or 
combination thereof, Wherein the tagging material has a 
temperature stability of at least about 350° C. and is present 
in a su?icient quantity such that the tagging material is 
detectible via a spectro?uorometer at an excitation Wave 
length in a range betWeen about 100 nanometers and about 
1100 nanometers. 

25. The polymer in accordance With claim 24, Wherein the 
tagging material has a temperature stability of at least about 
375° C. 

26. The polymer in accordance With claim 24, Wherein the 
tagging material has a temperature stability of at least about 
400° C. 
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27. The polymer in accordance With claim 24, wherein the 
at least one ?uorophore dye has an excitation Wavelength in 
a range betWeen about 200 nanometers and about 1000 
nanometers. 

28. The polymer in accordance With claim 27, Wherein the 
at least one ?uorophore dye has an excitation Wavelength in 
a range betWeen about 250 nanometers and about 950 
nanometers. 

29. The polymer in accordance With claim 24, Wherein the 
at least one ?uorophore dye comprises perylenes. 

30. The polymer in accordance With claim 29, Wherein the 
at least one ?uorophore dye comprises anthra[2,1,9-def:6, 
5,10-d‘e‘f]diisoquinoline-1,3,8,10(2H,9H)-tetrone, 2,9-bis 
[2,6-bis(1-methyethyl)phenyl]-5,6,12,13-tetraphenoxy, or 
combinations thereof. 

31. The polymer in accordance With claim 24, Wherein the 
at least one ?uorophore dye comprises a lanthanide com 
plex. 

32. The polymer in accordance With claim 24, Wherein the 
?uorphore comprises an anti-stokes shift dye. 

33. The polymer in accordance With claim 24, Wherein the 
at least one semi-conducting luminescent nanoparticle com 
prises CdS, ZnS, Cd3P2, PbS, or combinations thereof. 

34. The polymer in accordance With claim 24, Wherein the 
at least one semi-conducting luminescent nanoparticles 
comprises rare earth aluminates comprising strontium alu 
minates doped With Europium and Dysprosium. 

35. The polymer in accordance With claim 24, Wherein the 
tagging material is present in a range betWeen about 10'18 
percent by Weight and 2 percent by Weight of the total 
polymer. 

36. The polymer in accordance With claim 35, Wherein the 
tagging material is present in a range betWeen about 10'15 
percent by Weight and about 0.5 percent by Weight of total 
polymer. 

37. The polymer in accordance With claim 36, Wherein the 
tagging material is present in a range betWeen about 10'12 
percent by Weight and about 0.05 percent by Weight of total 
polymer. 

38. The polymer in accordance With claim 24, Wherein the 
polymer comprises a thermoplastic polymer material. 

39. The polymer in accordance With claim 38, Wherein the 
thermoplastic polymer material comprises polycarbonate. 

40. The polymer in accordance With claim 24, Wherein the 
tagging material is incorporated into the polymer by coating, 
admixing, blending, or copolymeriZation. 

41. The polymer in accordance With claim 24, Wherein the 
polymer is used in a storage media for data. 

42. The polymer in accordance With claim 24 comprising 
a coloring material. 

43. The polymer in accordance With claim 24, Wherein the 
tagging material has a temperature stability for a time period 
of less than about 10 minutes. 

44. The polymer in accordance With claim 24, Wherein the 
tagging material has a temperature stability for a time period 
of less than about 1 minute. 

45. The polymer in accordance With claim 24, Wherein the 
tagging material has a temperature stability for a time period 
of less than about 20 seconds. 

46. A polycarbonate comprising a perylene, Wherein the 
perylene has a temperature stability of at least about 350° C. 
and is present in a range betWeen about 10'18 percent by 
Weight and about 2 percent by Weight of the total polycar 
bonate and is detectible via a spectro?uorometer at an 
excitation Wavelength in a range betWeen about 100 nanom 
eters and about 1100 nanometers. 
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47. An article comprising a polymer Wherein the polymer 
excitation Wavelength in a range betWeen about 100 nanom 
eters and about 1100 nanometers. comprises at least one 
tagging material Wherein the tagging material comprises at 
least one organic ?uorophore dye, at least one semi-con 
ducting luminescent nanoparticle, or combination thereof, 
Wherein the tagging material has a temperature stability of at 
least about 350° C. and is present in a sufficient quantity 
such that the tagging material is detectible via a spectrof 
luorometer at an excitation Wavelength in a range betWeen 
about 100 nanometers and about 1100 nanometers. 

48. The article in accordance With claim 47, Wherein the 
tagging material has a temperature stability of at least about 
375° C. 

49. The article in accordance With claim 47, Wherein the 
tagging material has a temperature stability of at least about 
400° C. 

50. The article in accordance With claim 47, Wherein the 
at least one ?uorophore dye has an excitation Wavelength in 
a range betWeen about 200 nanometers and about 1000 
nanometers. 

51. The article in accordance With claim 50, Wherein the 
at least one ?uorophore dye has an excitation Wavelength in 
a range betWeen about 250 nanometers and about 950 
nanometers. 

52. The article in accordance With claim 47, Wherein the 
at least one ?uorophore dye comprises perylenes. 

53. The article in accordance With claim 52, Wherein the 
at least one ?uorophore dye comprises anthra[2,1,9-def:6, 
5,10-d‘e‘f]diisoquinoline-1,3,8,10(2H,9H)-tetrone, 2,9-bis 
[2,6-bis(1-methyethyl)phenyl]-5,6,12,13-tetraphenoxy, or 
combinations thereof. 

54. The article in accordance With claim 47, Wherein at 
least one ?uorophore dye comprises a lanthanide complex. 

55. The article in accordance With claim 47, Wherein the 
?uorophore is an anti-stokes shift dye. 

56. The article in accordance With claim 47, Wherein at 
least one semi-conducting luminescent nanoparticle com 
prises CdS, ZnS, Cd3P2, PbS, or combinations thereof. 

57 The article in accordance With claim 47, Wherein at 
least one semi-conducting luminescent nanoparticle com 
prises rare earth aluminates comprising strontium alumi 
nates doped With Europium and Dysprosium. 

58. The article in accordance With claim 47, Wherein the 
tagging material is present in a range betWeen about 10'18 
to about 2 percent by Weight of the total polymer. 

59. The article in accordance With claim 58, Wherein the 
tagging material is present in a range betWeen about 10'15 
to about 0.5 percent by Weight of the total polymer. 

60. The article in accordance With claim 59, Wherein the 
tagging material is present in a range betWeen about 10'12 
to about 0.05 percent by Weight of the total polymer. 

61. The article in accordance With claim 47, Wherein the 
polymer comprises a thermoplastic polymer material. 

62. The article in accordance With claim 61, Wherein the 
thermoplastic polymer material comprises polycarbonate. 

63. The article in accordance With claim 47, Wherein the 
tagging material is incorporated into the polymer by coating, 
admixing, blending, or copolymeriZation. 

64. The article in accordance With claim 47, Wherein the 
polymer is used in a storage media for data. 
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65. The article in accordance With claim 47, wherein the 
polymer contains a coloring material. 

66. The article in accordance With claim 47, Wherein the 
tagging material has a temperature stability for a time period 
of less than about 10 minutes. 

67. The article in accordance With claim 47, Wherein the 
tagging material has a temperature stability for a time period 
of less than about 1 minute. 

68. The article in accordance With claim 47, Wherein the 
tagging material has a temperature stability for a time period 
of less than about 20 seconds. 
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69. A storage medium for data comprising a polycarbon 
ate Wherein the polycarbonate comprises a perylene Wherein 
the perylene has a temperature stability of at least about 350° 
C., is present in a range betWeen about 10_18percent by 
Weight and about 2 percent by Weight of the total polycar 
bonate, and is detectabile via a spectro?uorometer at an 
excitation Wavelength in a range betWeen about 100 nanom 
eters and about 1100 nanometers. 


