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(57) ABSTRACT 

A phase-lock loop (PLL) circuit provides fast locking and 
loW spurious modulation jitter through “gearshifting” con 
trol. The gearshifting PLL combines the advantages of low 
jitter from integer-N PLL and fast locking from fractional-N 
PLL. The PLL circuit includes a phase/frequency detector, a 
charge pump, a loop ?lter, and a voltage controlled oscillator 
(VCO). Control of the PLL circuit includes con?guring the 
PLL circuit in tWo con?gurations, one for each phase of 
operation. The bandwidth of the loop ?lter is increased 
during the ?rst phase of operation and the circuit is locked 
to a frequency that is close to the desired output frequency. 
During the second phase, the bandwidth of the loop ?lter is 
decreased and the circuit is locked to the desired frequency. 
The ?rst con?guration provides a relatively fast lock time 
compared to the lock time provided by the second con?gu 
ration. The second con?guration provides more stability 
than the ?rst con?guration. 
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LOW-NOISE, FAST-LOCK PHASE-LOCK LOOP 
WITH ”GEARSHIFTING” CONTROL 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates to phase-lock loops 
and speci?cally a fast locking phase-lock loop having ?ne 
output resolution, loW jitter noise and “gearshift” control. 

BACKGROUND 

[0002] Aphase-lock loop (PLL) is a circuit that generates 
a periodic output signal having a constant phase relationship 
With respect to a periodic input signal. PLLs are Widely used 
in many types of measurement, microprocessor, and com 
munication applications. Phase locked loop (PLL) designers 
often have a major challenge With regard to the simultaneous 
achievement of ?ne output resolution (narroW channel spac 
ing), fast lock time, and loW jitter. This can be particularly 
dif?cult because the loW loop bandWidth needed to reduce 
jitter and improve loop stability phase margin increases PLL 
locking time. 

[0003] Typically, in PLL circuits, the frequency of the 
input signal differs from the desired frequency of the PLL 
output signal. Thus, frequency division circuitry is imple 
mented in PLL circuits to compensate for this difference. 
TWo types of commonly implemented division circuits are 
integer-N and fractional-N divider circuits. In an integer-N 
divider, a denominator N is variable in integer steps. The 
smallest step change in the frequency of the output signal 
provided by an integer-N PLL (comprising an integer-N 
divider circuit) is equal to the frequency of the signal 
provided to the input of the PLL. Thus, output signal 
resolution of a PLL circuit is limited to the frequency of the 
PLL input signal. In order to produce smaller step changes 
in the output frequency, circuits knoWn as fractional-N 
divider circuits have been devised. Fractional-N divider 
circuits typically sWitch the divide ratio of the divider 
betWeen tWo different values on successive comparison 
cycles of the phase detector to obtain an average denomi 
nator value betWeen the tWo values. It is Well knoWn in the 
art that by dividing by a value, n, sometimes and n+1 at other 
times, the average denominator value is N, Where n<N<n+1. 
For example, a divide ratio of 200.5 can be achieved by 
alternately sWitching the denominator betWeen 200 and 201. 
Fraction-N PLL circuitry is described in a paper titled, 
“Delta-Sigma Modulation In Fraction-N Frequency Synthe 
sis,” authored by T. A. D. Riley, M. A. Copeland, and T. A. 
KWasnieWski, published in the IEEE Journal of Solid State 
Circuits, volume 28, no. 5, May 1993, pages 553-559, Which 
is incorporated by reference herein, in its entirety. 

[0004] Fractional-N PLLs provide relatively fast lock 
times. HoWever, as the denominator (divider) sWitches 
betWeen different division ratios, unWanted sidebands are 
introduced in the output spectrum of the frequency of the 
PLL output signal. These unWanted sidebands are referred to 
a phase noise or jitter. To avoid degradation of the PLL 
circuit performance due to jitter, a more complex loop ?lter 
having a narroW bandWidth may be implemented. HoWever, 
a more complex loop ?lter contributes to sloWer lock times. 
This can result in less than optimal tracking or signal lock. 
Thus, a need exists for a PLL circuit and a technique for 
controlling a PLL circuit, Which provide the loop stability 
and loW jitter associated With an integer-N PLL and also 
provide the ?ne output resolution and fast lock times asso 
ciated fractional-N PLL. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0005] A method for controlling a phase-lock loop (PLL) 
circuit includes con?guring the PLL circuit in tWo con?gu 
rations. The ?rst con?guration provides a relatively fast lock 
time compared to lock times provided by the second con 
?guration. The second con?guration provides more stability 
than the ?rst con?guration. 

[0006] In another embodiment of the invention, a phase 
lock loop (PLL) circuit includes a phase/frequency detector, 
a charge pump, a loop ?lter, and a voltage controlled 
oscillator (VCO). The phase/frequency detector compares 
the phase of a feedback signal and an input signal, and 
provides an error signal in accordance With the difference. 
The charge pump receives the error signal and provides a 
charge signal. The loop ?lter receives the charge signal and 
providing a loop ?lter signal. The bandWidth of the loop 
?lter is increased during a ?rst phase of operation decreased 
during a second phase of operation. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0007] The above and other advantages and features of the 
present invention Will be better understood from the folloW 
ing detailed description of the preferred embodiments of the 
invention, Which is provided in connection With the accom 
panying draWings. The various features of the draWings may 
not be to scale. Included in the draWing are the folloWing 
?gures: 
[0008] FIG. 1 is a functional block diagram of an exem 
plary loW noise, fast locking circuit comprising a charge 
pump phase-lock loop (PLL) in accordance With the present 
invention; 
[0009] FIG. 2A is an equivalent circuit diagram of an 
exemplary embodiment of a loop ?lter in accordance With 
the present invention; 

[0010] FIG. 2B is an equivalent circuit diagram of another 
exemplary embodiment of a loop ?lter in accordance With 
the present invention; 

[0011] FIG. 3 is a How diagram of an initial poWer up 
phase of an exemplary three-phase gearshifting process in 
accordance With the present invention; 

[0012] FIG. 4 is a How diagram of a ?rst phase of an 
exemplary tWo-phase gearshifting process in accordance 
With the present invention; 

[0013] FIG. 5 is a How diagram of a second phase of an 
exemplary tWo-phase gearshifting process in accordance 
With the present invention; and 

[0014] FIG. 6 is a block diagram of another exemplary 
embodiment of a PLL circuit in accordance With the present 
invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0015] FIG. 1 is a functional block diagram of an exem 
plary loW noise, fast locking circuit comprising a charge 
pump phase-lock loop (PLL) in accordance With the present 
invention. Phase/frequency detector (PFD) 12 compares the 
phase of the input signal, FIN to the phase of the feedback 
signal FFB and generates an error signal 38. The error signal 
38 is either an up signal or a doWn signal. An up signal 
indicate that the phase of FIN leads the phase of FFB.AdOWI1 
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signal indicates that the phase of FFB leads the phase of FIN. 
The Width of the error signal pulse indicates the magnitude 
of the phase difference betWeen FIN and FFB. 

[0016] Charge pump 14 generates an amount of charge 
equivalent (in magnitude and polarity) to the error signal 38 
provided by PFD 12. Depending upon the polarity of the 
error signal 38 (up or doWn), the charge is either added to or 
subtracted from the charge developed on capacitors C1 and 
C2. Capacitors C1 and C2, and resistors R1 and R2 form a 
loop ?lter 46. Loop ?lter 46 operates as an integrator that 
accumulates the net charge provided by charge pump 14. 
Loop ?lter 46 is a loW pass ?lter that essentially removes 
high frequency noise from the signal provided by charge 
pump 14. 

[0017] SWitch 22 electrically couples charge pump 14 to 
one of resistor R1 or resistor R2, via sWitch positions 18 and 
20, respectively. FIGS. 2A and 2B are equivalent circuit 
diagrams of loop ?lter 46 Wherein sWitch 22 is con?gured to 
electrically couple charge pump 14 to resistor R1 via sWitch 
position 18, and Wherein sWitch 22 is con?gured to electri 
cally couple charge pump 14 to resistor R2 via sWitch 
position 20, respectively. The selection of either resistor R1 
or R2 affects the bandWidth of loop ?lter 46. The bandWidth 
of loop ?lter 46 affects the performance of PLL circuit 100. 
As the bandWidth of loop ?lter 46 is made smaller, the 
reference clock feedthrough noise of the PLL circuit 100 is 
decreased (i.e., more high frequency noise is attenuated). 
HoWever, decreasing the bandWidth of loop ?lter 46 
increases the settling time needed for the PLL circuit 100 to 
lock onto the input signal, FIN. As the resistance (e.g., R1 or 
R2) of loop ?lter 46 decreases, the bandWidth of loop ?lter 
46 decreases. Thus, as the resistance of loop ?lter 46 
decreases, the noise performance of PLL circuit 100 tends to 
improve and the settling time increases. In an exemplary 
embodiment of the invention, as Will be explained in detail, 
sWitch 22 is positioned in either sWitch position 18 or sWitch 
position 20 in response to control signal 32, Which is 
provided by timer 30. 

[0018] The resulting loop ?lter voltage, VLF, is a sloWly 
varying DC signal and is applied to voltage controlled 
oscillator (VCO) 16. The VCO 16 generates a PLL output 
signal, FPLLO, Whose frequency is controlled by VLF. A 
convention used herein denotes a signal by a capital letter 
“F” With an appropriate subscript, and the frequency of that 
signal by a loWer case “f” With an appropriate subscript. 
Thus the reference signal, the input signal, the feedback 
signal, and the PLL output signal, of PLL circuit 100 are 
denoted FREF, FIN, FFB, and FPLLO, respectively. The fre 
quencies of FREF, FIN, FFB, and FPLLO, are denoted fREF, fIN, 
fFB, and fPLLO, respectively. The VCO 16 shifts the fre 
quency of FPLLO (i.e., fPLLO) so as to minimiZe the voltage 
value of VLF. FPLLO is used to generate the feedback signal, 
FFB, for the circuit 100. Divide by M feedback divider 24 
and divide by K input divider 26 are placed in the feedback 
and input paths, respectively, to obtain a PLL output signal 
having a frequency, fPLLO, that is either a fraction of or a 
multiple of the frequency of the reference signal, fREF. 

[0019] The inventors have discovered a circuit (e.g., PLL 
circuit 100) and a technique for controlling the circuit 
having the advantages of loW jitter associated With integer-N 
PLL divider circuits and the fast lock time associated With 
fractional-N PLL divider circuits. The locking of FPLLO With 
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FREF in PLL circuit 100 is controlled in steps or phases 
(analogous to shifting gears in an automobile transmission). 

[0020] In an exemplary embodiment of the invention, the 
“gearshifting” locking process comprises three phases. The 
three phases comprise an initial poWer up phase (referred to 
as phase Zero), and ?rst and second phases. Phase Zero 
occurs prior to the other phases. Phase Zero occurs during 
poWer initially being provided to PLL circuit 100. FIG. 3 is 
a How diagram of an initial poWer up phase of an exemplary 
three-phase gearshifting process in accordance With the 
present invention. This initial poWer up phase is optional. 
HoWever, a process comprising phase Zero may provide a 
shorter lock time than a process not comprising phase Zero. 
In phase Zero, sWitch SW1 is open and sWitch SW2 is 
closed, in accordance With steps 68 and 70, respectively. 
Start up voltage, VSU, is provided to the VCO 16 through 
sWitch SW2 (step 72). The value of the start up voltage, VSU, 
is selected to precharge the large loop capacitor, C2, to an 
appropriate voltage value to set the VCO 16 to provide the 
approximate desired frequency of the output PLL signal, 
fPLLO. The start up voltage, VSU, value could be, for 
example, equal to approximately 1/2 of the supply voltage. In 
step 74, either R1 or R2 is electrically coupled to the VCO 
16. The resistor having the lesser value is selected. Selecting 
the resistor having the lesser value alloWs the loop ?lter 46 
to be charged more quickly to the voltage value of VSU than 
if the resistor having the greater value Were selected. The 
appropriate resistor is selected by positioning sWitch 22 to 
either sWitch position 18 or 20. 

[0021] In another exemplary embodiment of the invention, 
the gearshifting lock process comprises a pre-lock phase and 
a lock phase. FIG. 4 is a How diagram of a ?rst phase of an 
exemplary tWo-phase gearshifting process in accordance 
With the present invention. In the ?rst phase (pre-lock 
phase), the PLL circuit locks to a frequency approximate to, 
or equal to, the desired PLL output frequency. The pre-lock 
phase comprises the characteristic of fast lock time. Then the 
lock process shifts to a second phase to lock the PLL to the 
desired frequency, Wherein the second phase comprises the 
characteristics of loW jitter and stability. 

[0022] With reference to FIG. 4 and circuit 100, during 
the ?rst phase, sWitch SW1 is closed (step 50) and sWitch 
SW2 is opened (step 52). This may be the con?guration of 
sWitches SW1 and SW2 When poWer is initially applied to 
the circuit 100. Alternatively, sWitches SW1 and SW2 may 
be set to this con?guration from other sWitch con?gurations. 
The circuit 100 is con?gured to provide fast lock in the ?rst 
phase. Accordingly, loop ?lter 46 is con?gured to provide a 
large loop ?lter bandWidth (step 54), charge pump 14 
provides a large charge pump current (step 56), and loW 
values of K and M are provided (step 58) to PLL circuit 100. 

[0023] To achieve the large loop ?lter bandWidth in the 
?rst phase, the loop ?lter resistor having the larger value of 
resistance is selected. That is, either R1 or R2 is selected by 
positioning sWitch 22 to either sWitch position 18 or sWitch 
position 20, respectively. For example, if the value of R1 is 
less than the value of R2, sWitch 22 is positioned to sWitch 
position 20 to select resistor R2 in the ?rst phase. Alterna 
tively, if the value of R2 is less than the value of R1, sWitch 
22 is positioned to sWitch position 18 to select resistor R1 in 
the ?rst phase. Although, FIG. 1 depicts tWo discrete 
resistors, R1 and R2, in loop ?lter 46, other resistor con 
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?gurations are envisioned, such as more than tWo resistors, 
a variable resistor, and semiconductor resistors. 

[0024] It is Well known in the art that a large charge pump 
current provides fast locking capability. Thus, to force PLL 
circuit 100 to lock more quickly during the ?rst phase, a 
large charge pump current is provided using Well knoWn 
conventional techniques. Controlling PLL circuit 100 in 
accordance With the present invention does not require 
modi?cation of the charge pump 14 current. HoWever, 
appropriately modifying the charge pump 14 current 
enhances the locking performance of PLL circuit 100. In an 
alternate embodiment of the invention, charge pump 14 is 
con?gured to provide a large charge pump current in the ?rst 
phase, by means Which are Well knoW in the art. The amount 
of charge current provided is the amount appropriate to 
achieve the desired lock time. 

[0025] In the ?rst phase, appropriate values of K and M 
are provided to PLL circuit 100 to achieve fast lock of a 
frequency that is approximate to the desired fPLLO. All other 
parameters remaining constant, the smaller the values of K 
and M, the more quickly lock may be achieved. Accordingly, 
the values of K and M, provided to PLL circuit 100 in the 
?rst phase, are as small as practicable to make the fPLLO as 
close to the desired frequency as possible and achieve the 
desired lock time. Values of K and M are provided to 
dividers 26 and 24 by multiplexers 30 and 28, respectively. 
Signal 42 provides the values of K for the ?rst phase to 
multiplexer 30. Signal 44 provides the values of M for the 
?rst phase to multiplexer 28. In an alternate embodiment of 
the invention, control signal 32 selects one of signal 42 or 
signal 36 for multiplexer 30, and selects one of signal 44 or 
signal 43 for multiplexer 28. Values of K and M may be 
provided to multiplexers 30 and 28, respectively, by any 
appropriate means, such as a look up table, a read only 
memory, a programmable logic device (PLD), etc. Thus, 
PLL circuit 100 is con?gured to achieve fast lock of a 
frequency approximate to the desired output frequency, 
fPLLO. Control of PLL circuit 100 then transitions to the 
second phase. 

[0026] FIG. 5 is a How diagram of a second phase of an 
exemplary tWo-phase gearshifting process in accordance 
With the present invention. In the second phase, the PLL 
circuit 100 locks to the desired output frequency, fPLLO. 
Also, in the second phase, PLL circuit 100 is con?gured to 
provide loW noise and loop stability. Because PLL circuit 
100 is locked to an output frequency approximate to the 
desired output frequency in the ?rst phase, PLL circuit 100 
locks to the desired output frequency relatively quickly in 
the second phase. That is, because the frequency error is 
small, the PLL circuit 100 is able to lock to the desired 
output frequency in a relatively short time even With a 
relatively narroW loop bandWidth. In the second phase, loop 
?lter 46 is con?gured to provide a small loop ?lter band 
Width (step 60), optionally, charge pump 14 provides a small 
charge pump current (step 62), and appropriate values of K 
and M are provided (step 64) to PLL circuit 100. 

[0027] To achieve a relatively small loop ?lter bandWidth 
in the second phase, the loop ?lter resistor having the 
smaller value of resistance is selected. That is, either R1 or 
R2 is selected by positioning sWitch 22 to either sWitch 
position 18 or sWitch position 20, respectively. For example, 
if the value of R1 is less than the value of R2, sWitch 22 is 
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positioned to sWitch position 18 to select resistor R1 in the 
second phase. Alternatively, if the value of R2 is less than 
the value of R1, sWitch 22 is positioned to sWitch position 
20 to select resistor R2 in the second phase. Although, FIG. 
1 depicts tWo discrete resistors, R1 and R2, in loop ?lter 46, 
other resistor con?gurations are envisioned, such as more 
than tWo resistors, a variable resistor, and semiconductor 
resistors. Loop ?lter 46 is exemplary, other types of loop 
?lters may be implemented (e.g., higher order ButterWorth 
?lters, Chebyshev ?lters). Regardless of the type of loop 
?lter implemented, the loop bandWidth is adjusted such that 
the loop bandWidth during the ?rst phase is greater than the 
loop bandWidth during the second phase. 

[0028] As previously mentioned, controlling PLL circuit 
100 in accordance With the present invention does not 
require modi?cation of the charge pump 14 current. HoW 
ever, appropriately modifying the charge pump 14 current 
enhances the locking performance of PLL circuit 100. In an 
alternate embodiment of the invention, charge pump 14 is 
con?gured to provide a small charge pump current in the 
second phase, by means Which are Well knoW in the art. The 
amount of charge current provided is the amount appropriate 
to achieve the desired loop stability. 

[0029] In the second phase, appropriate values of K and M 
are provided to PLL circuit 100 to achieve loW jitter and 
stable lock of the desired PLL output frequency. Signal 36 
provides the values of K for the second phase to multiplexer 
30. Signal 43 provides the values of M for the second phase 
to multiplexer 28. In an alternate embodiment of the inven 
tion, control signal 32 selects one of signal 42 or signal 36 
for multiplexer 30, and selects one of signal 44 or signal 43 
for multiplexer 28. Values of K and M may be provided to 
multiplexers 30 and 28, respectively, by any appropriate 
means, such as a look up table, a read only memory, a 
programmable logic device (PLD), etc. Accordingly, the 
values of K and M, provided to PLL circuit 100 in the second 
phase, are determined by the desired output frequency and 
the reference frequency. 

[0030] In an alternate embodiment of the invention, a 
timer circuit 30 provides a control signal 32 to control sWitch 
22, charge pump 14, and multiplexers 28 and 30. Accord 
ingly, control signal 32 positions sWitch 22 to one of sWitch 
position 18 or sWitch position 20 dependent upon the phase 
of the gearshifting control. Control signal 32 also selects 
signal 44 to be provided to divider 24 by multiplexer 28 and 
selects signal 42 to be provided to divider 26 by multiplexer 
30, in the ?rst phase. Control signal 32 also selects signal 43 
to be provided to divider 24 by multiplexer 28 and selects 
signal 36 to be provided to divider 26 by multiplexer 30, in 
the second phase. Control signal 32 may also control charge 
pump 14 to provide a relatively large charge pump current 
in the ?rst phase and provide a relatively small charge pump 
current in the second phase. 

[0031] In an exemplary embodiment of the invention, 
upon poWer being initially supplied to PLL circuit 100, reset 
signal 40 starts timer 30. Timer 30 is con?gured such that the 
state of control signal 32 Will change in a predetermined 
amount of time after receipt of reset signal 40. The prede 
termined amount of time corresponds to the amount of time 
that PLL circuit 100 remains in the ?rst phase before 
transitioning to the second phase. During the ?rst phase 
(prior to control signal 32 changing state) a relatively small 
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charge pump current is provided by charge pump 14, the 
smaller of R1 and R2 is selected by sWitch 22, signal 42 is 
provided to divider 26 by multiplexer 30, and signal 44 is 
provided to divider 24 by multiplexer 28. Upon control 
signal 32 changing state, sWitch 22 is repositioned select the 
other of resistor R1 or R2, charge pump 14 provides a 
relatively large charge pump current, signal 36 is provided 
to divider 26 by multiplexer 30, and signal 43 is provided to 
divider 24 by multiplexer 28. 

[0032] In an alternate embodiment of the invention, sWitch 
SW2 is controlled by control signal 32. If control signal 32 
is provided by timer 30, then control signal 32 comprises 
three states. The ?rst state of control signal 32 opens sWitch 
SW1 and closes sWitch SW2. The second and third states of 
control signal 32 control the PLL circuit as described herein 
for the ?rst and second gearshifting control phases. SWitches 
SW1 and SW2 may also be controlled by means other than 
control signal 32. Examples include a sensing circuit or 
device that senses the voltage, the current, or rate of change 
of voltage or current (e.g., dv/dt or di/dt) developed across 
or through capacitor C2. 

[0033] FIG. 6 is block diagram of another exemplary 
embodiment of a PLL circuit 600 in accordance With the 
present invention. In the PLL circuit 600, sWitch SW2 is 
incorporated as part of loop ?lter 46. Gearshifting control of 
PLL circuit 600 is the similar to gearshifting control for the 
PLL circuit 100 as described herein. The difference being 
that sWitch SW2 being closed in PLL circuit 100 is analo 
gous to sWitch SW2 being coupled to start up voltage, VSU, 
in PLL circuit 600, and sWitch SW2 being open in PLL 
circuit 100 is analogous to sWitch SW2 being coupled to 
start up capacitor C1 in PLL circuit 600. 

[0034] In an exemplary embodiment of the invention, PLL 
circuit 100 is utiliZed in a Wireless BluetoothTM system. 
BluetoothTM is a speci?cation for short-range radio links 
betWeen mobile computers, mobile phones, digital cameras, 
and other portable devices (see http://WWW.bluetooth.com). 
A BluetoothTM system incorporates a baseband frequency 
synthesiZer to generate either a 12 or 13 MHZ clock signal. 
The BluetoothTM system receives one of the seven speci?ed 
reference frequencies and generates the 12 or 13 MHZ clock 
signal in accordance With one of the reference signals. The 
seven reference frequencies are: 12.8 MHZ, 15.36 MHZ, 
16.8 MHZ, 19.2 MHZ, 19.44 MHZ, 19.68 MHZ, and 19.8 
MHZ. These seven reference frequencies have a common 
denominator of 40 kHZ, thus alloWing the 12 and 13 MHZ 
clock signal to be generated by a PLL circuit having an 
integer-N divider circuit. HoWever, the BluetoothTM speci 
?cation also has a 250 ps lock time requirement. Thus, the 
narroW loop bandWidth required for a 40 kHZ reference 
frequency Would have a negative impact on locking time. 

[0035] Divide by M feedback divider 24 and divide by K 
input divider 26 are placed in the feedback and input paths, 
respectively, to obtain an output signal having a frequency, 
fPLLO, that is either a fraction of or a multiple of the 
frequency of the reference signal, fREF. During lock, 

fIN=fFB. (1) 

[0036] Also, as shoWn in FIG. 1, 

fIN=fREF/K and (2) 

fFB=fPLLO/M (3) 
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[0037] Combining equations (2) and (3), and solving for 
fPLLO, results in: 

(4) M 
fPLLo — FfREF, 

[0038] Where M and K are the feedback divider and input 
divider ratios, respectively. 

[0039] Table 1 shoWs the values of K and M used to 
generate the BluetoothTM clock frequencies utiliZing PLL 
circuit 100 in the ?rst phase of a tWo-phase gearshifting 
process in accordance With the present invention. The ?rst 
column, starting from the left, represents the BluetoothTM 
reference frequencies. The column headed fPLLO represents 
the intermediate frequency that PLL circuit 100 locks to 
during the ?rst phase for each BluetoothTM reference fre 
quency. The column headed Af represents the difference in 
the desired frequency and the intermediate frequency for 
each BluetoothTM reference frequency. Table 2 shoWs the 
values of K and M used to generate the BluetoothTM clock 
frequencies utiliZing PLL circuit 100 in the second phase of 
a tWo-phase gearshifting process in accordance With the 
present invention. 

TABLE 1 

fpHn=12MHZ fpHn=13MHZ 

Ref. Freqs f‘PLLO Af f‘PLLO Af 

12.8 1 1 12.8 0.80 1 1 12.8 —0.20 
15.36 4 3 11.52 —0.48 6 5 13.16 0.16 
16.8 4 3 12.6 0.60 4 3 12.6 —0.40 
19.2 3 2 12.8 0.80 3 2 12.8 —0.20 
19.44 5 3 11.66 —0.34 3 2 12.96 —0.04 
19.68 5 3 11.8 —0.20 3 2 13.12 0.12 
19.80 5 3 11.88 —0.12 3 2 13.2 0.20 

[0040] 

TABLE 2 

Ref. Freqs 12 MHZ 13 MHZ 

(MHZ) K M K M 

12.80 16 15 64 65 
15.36 96 75 384 325 
16.8 21 15 84 65 
19.2 8 5 96 65 
19.44 81 50 486 325 
19.68 41 25 492 325 
19.80 33 20 99 65 

[0041] Although illustrated and described herein With ref 
erence to certain speci?c embodiments, the present inven 
tion is nevertheless not intended to be limited to the details 
shoWn. Rather, various modi?cations may be made in the 
details Within the scope and range of equivalents of the 
claims and Without departing from the spirit of the invention. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method for controlling a phase-lock loop (PLL) 

circuit for providing an output signal having a desired output 
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frequency, said PLL circuit comprising a loop ?lter provid 
ing a ?rst loop bandwidth, said PLL circuit receiving a 
reference signal having a reference frequency, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) achieving lock betWeen said reference signal and said 
output signal With said PLL circuit, said PLL circuit 
operating Within constraints of said ?rst loop band 
Width, Wherein said PLL circuit comprises fractional-N 
division; 

(b) providing a second loop bandWidth, Wherein said 
second loop bandWidth is more narroW than said ?rst 
loop bandWidth; 

(c) providing integer-N division to said PLL circuit; and 

(d) achieving lock betWeen said reference signal and said 
output signal With said PLL circuit, said PLL circuit 
operating Within constraints of said second loop band 
Width. 

2. A method in accordance With claim 1, Wherein: 

step (a) comprises achieving lock betWeen said reference 
signal and said output signal having a frequency 
approximately equal to said desired output frequency; 
and 

step (d) comprises achieving lock betWeen said reference 
signal and said output signal having a frequency equal 
to said desired output frequency. 

3. A method in accordance With claim 1, said loop ?lter 
comprising a selectable ?rst loop ?lter resistance and a 
selectable second loop ?lter resistance, said ?rst loop ?lter 
resistance being greater than said second loop ?lter resis 
tance, Wherein said ?rst loop ?lter resistance is selected in 
step (a) and said second loop ?lter resistance is selected in 
step 

4. A method in accordance With claim 1, further compris 
ing the step of con?guring said PLL circuit to provide an 
output signal having a constant output frequency prior to 
step (a). 

5. A method in accordance With claim 1, said PLL circuit 
comprising a charge pump providing one of a selectable ?rst 
charge pump current and a selectable second charge pump 
current, said ?rst charge pump current being greater than 
said second charge pump current, Wherein said charge pump 
s provides said ?rst charge pump current in step (a) and said 
charge pump provides said second charge pump current in 
step 

6. A phase-lock loop (PLL) circuit comprising: 

a phase detector for comparing the phase of a feedback 
signal and an input signal, and for providing an error 
signal in response to a difference in phase betWeen said 
input signal and said feedback signal; 

a charge pump for receiving said error signal and provid 
ing a charge signal; 

a loop ?lter for receiving said charge signal and for 
providing a loop ?lter signal, said loop ?lter providing 
one of a ?rst loop ?lter bandWidth and a second loop 
?lter bandWidth, said second loop ?lter bandWidth 
being more narroW than said ?rst loop ?lter bandWidth, 
Wherein said loop ?lter provides said ?rst loop ?lter 
bandWidth during a ?rst phase of operation of said PLL 
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circuit, and said loop ?lter provides said second loop 
?lter bandWidth during a second phase of operation of 
said PLL circuit; 

a voltage controlled oscillator (VCO) for receiving said 
loop ?lter signal and providing an output signal, 
Wherein said output signal is coupled to said phase 
detector; 

a feedback divider for receiving said output signal and 
dividing said output signal to provide said feedback 
signal, Wherein said output signal is divided by a ?rst 
feedback divider value in said ?rst phase of operation 
and said output signal is divided by a second feedback 
divider value in said second phase of operation; and 

an input divider for receiving a reference signal and 
dividing said reference signal to provide said input 
signal, Wherein said reference signal is divided by a 
?rst input divider value in said ?rst phase of operation 
and said reference signal is divided by a second input 
divider value in said second phase of operation. 

7. APLL circuit in accordance With claim 6, Wherein said 
PLL circuit is an integrated circuit. 

8. APLL circuit in accordance With claim 6, Wherein said 
loop ?lter comprises a selectable ?rst loop ?lter resistance 
and a selectable second loop ?lter resistance, said ?rst loop 
?lter resistance being greater than said second loop ?lter 
resistance, Wherein said ?rst loop ?lter resistance is selected 
for said ?rst phase of operation and said second loop ?lter 
resistance is selected for said second phase of operation. 

9. A PLL circuit in accordance With claim 6 further 
comprising: 

a feedback multipleXer for providing one of said ?rst 
feedback divider value in said ?rst phase of operation 
and said second feedback divider value in said second 
phase of operation; and 

an input multipleXer for providing one of said ?rst input 
divider value in said ?rst phase of operation and said 
second input divider value in said second phase of 
operation. 

10. A PLL circuit in accordance With claim 9, further 
comprising a timer for providing a control signal to said 
feedback multipleXer and said input multipleXer for provid 
ing selection control of said feedback multiplexer and said 
input multiplexer. 

11. A PLL circuit in accordance With claim 8, further 
comprising a timer for providing a control signal to said loop 
?lter for selecting one of said selectable ?rst loop ?lter 
resistance and said selectable second loop ?lter resistance. 

12. A PLL circuit in accordance With claim 8, Wherein 
said input and feedback divider values are provided by at 
least one of a look up table, a read only memory, and a 
programmable logic device. 

13. A PLL circuit in accordance With claim 6 further 
comprising: 

a ?rst sWitching means for coupling said charge pump to 
said loop ?lter; and 

a second sWitching means for coupling said loop ?lter and 
said VCO to a start up voltage, Wherein: 

during a poWer up phase, said ?rst sWitching means 
provides an open circuit and said second sWitching 
means provides a closed circuit; and during said ?rst 
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and second phases of operation, said ?rst switching 
means provides a closed circuit and said second 
switching means provides an open circuit. 

14. A PLL circuit in accordance with claim 6 further 
comprising: 

a ?rst switching means for coupling said charge pump to 
said loop ?lter; and 

a second switching means for coupling a loop ?lter 
resistance to one of a grounded capacitor and a start up 
voltage, wherein: 

during a power up phase, said ?rst switching means 
provides an open circuit and said second switching 
means couples said loop resistance to said start up 
voltage; and 

during said ?rst and second phases of operation, said 
?rst switching means provides a closed circuit and 
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said second switching means couples said loop resis 
tance to said grounded capacitor. 

15. APLL circuit in accordance with claim 6, said charge 
pump providing one of a selectable ?rst charge pump current 
and a selectable second charge pump current, said ?rst 
charge pump current being greater than said second charge 
pump current, wherein said charge pump provides said ?rst 
charge pump current during said ?rst phase of operation and 
said charge pump provides said second charge pump current 
during said second phase of operation. 

16. A PLL in accordance with claim 6, wherein: 

said output signal has an output frequency comprising one 
of 12 MHZ and 13 MHZ; and 

said input signal has an input frequency comprising one of 
12.8 MHZ, 15.36 MHZ, 16.8 MHZ, 19.2 MHZ, 19.44 
MHZ, 19.68 MHZ, and 19.80 MHZ. 

* * * * * 


