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(57) ABSTRACT 

The inventive beam forming technique enables use of mul 
timode optical ?bers to couple a modulated optical beam 
from a radiation source to an optical emitting antenna, for 
free-space communications. The disclosure teaches a meth 
odology for determining the angular and frequency spectrum 
parameters of the optical energy applied to the ?ber as well 
as the parameters of the ?ber so as to smooth speckle-pattern 
caused by multimode interference and to provide a speckle 
pattern contrast at or below a maximum value at which 
free-space communication is most ef?cient. 
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METHOD OF FORMING OPTICAL RADIATION 
BEAMS FOR FREE-SPACE OPTICAL 

COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates to beam formation for 
free-space optical communication systems. The improved 
free-space optical communication systems can be used for 
tWo-Way information transfer betWeen remote objects With 
out any Wires and/or optical ?bers for connection of these 
objects, including the case When there are many objects 
taking part in the information exchange, eg for organization 
of a point-to-multipoint exchange, i.e., a tWo-Way informa 
tion exchange betWeen a base station transceiver terminal 
and several subscribers. 

BACKGROUND 

[0002] Through ?bers, optical communications provides 
high-speed data transmission over relatively long distances, 
for a Wide range of applications and services. The use of 
?ber, hoWever, is not alWays practical and/or cost effective. 
Radio frequency (RF) Wireless solutions reduce the time, 
complexity and cost of installation, but those solutions are 
inherently limited by their use of shared RF spectrum Which 
is narroW compared to optical spectrum. As the number of 
users on a given piece of spectrum, the average capacity 
available to any one user further declines. 

[0003] Another alternative approach to data communica 
tion services involves free-space optical communications. 
There have been a number of proposals to supply data 
signals to a laser, couple the laser output to an optical 
system, transmit the optical signal via line of sight, and 
recover the information at a remote receiver. Such systems 
offer tWo-Way information transfer betWeen remote objects 
Without use of Wires and/or optical ?bers. Because such 
systems utiliZe optical radiation characteriZed by extremely 
high carrier frequency and can implement non-interfering 
links to the individual customer premises, such systems are 
not subject to the limits imposed by the carrier frequency or 
shared capacity, as in the existing RF and microWave 
Wireless technologies. 

[0004] In many embodiments of such free-space optical 
communication systems, the optical radiation from a light 
source propagates from the transmit terminal to the sub 
scriber from a source of light (in most cases, a laser) With a 
modulator, driven by a data stream, through a light guide 
(optical ?ber) to an optical antenna (telescope or other 
optical collector) forming a suf?ciently narroW light beam 
Which propagates through free space to a receiving optical 
system and through another optical ?ber to a photodetector. 
If all other factors are the same, the optical radiation poWer 
losses along the above path depend on the geometry (length, 
diameter, etc.) and type of the optical ?bers used. 

[0005] Free space optical communication systems imple 
mented previously have utiliZed single mode ?bers for 
transport of the beams from the laser sources to the optical 
emitting antenna elements. In such an implementation, the 
signal radiation is guided to the collector by a thin (single 
mode) ?ber. As knoWn, the radiation passed through such 
?bers does not have any local minima. Accordingly, there 
are no such minima in the receive aperture plane (at least if 
the propagation path has suf?ciently high optical quality). 
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An example of such a system is described in SZajoWski et 
al., Eight-channel Video Broadcast Feed Service using F ree 
Space Optical Wireless Technology at Sydney 2000 Olympic 
Games, Optical Wireless Communications III, Proceedings 
of SPIE, Vol. 4214, Nov. 6-7, 2000, pp.1-10. 

[0006] A draWback of a system With a single-mode ?ber is 
that small diameter of the ?ber makes it dif?cult to obtain 
high efficiency of the radiation coupling into the ?ber from 
a radiation source, Which usually is a laser diode. Commer 
cially available devices comprising a laser diode and a 
single-mode ?ber coupled to it (so-called “pigtailed” laser 
diodes) typically have a radiation coupling ef?ciency of 
25-30%. In other Words, the interface betWeen the laser 
diode and the ?ber is actually attenuating the light poWer by 
3-4 times, causing a decrease in the communication range 
and availability. 

[0007] Another draWback in using a single-mode ?ber is 
that the light beam formed by it is not resistant to optical 
inhomogeinities of the free-space optical path. Experiments 
accomplished by the authors of this invention have demon 
strated that, if there are aberrations in the optical path 
located close to the transmit aperture (rain drops or other 
small scale aberrations on protecting optical surfaces, such 
as WindoWs through Which the output radiation passes, etc), 
considerable nonuniformities appear in the transverse inten 
sity distribution of the light on the receive aperture at the 
remote station. The negative effect of such spatial intensity 
?uctuations on the quality of communications has already 
been discussed above. The authors’ experiments proved that 
the use of a multimode ?ber to deliver the optical radiation 
to the transmitting optical antenna decreases contrast of 
intensity ?uctuations caused by the small-scale optical inho 
mogeinities located close to the antenna. 

[0008] Additionally, the manufacturing of the pigtailed 
laser diodes With single-mode ?bers is difficult, and thus the 
cost of such devices is signi?cantly higher than the costs of 
the components taken separately, that is to say a laser diode 
and a ?ber applicable for free-space optical communication 
systems. 

[0009] The use of a multimode optical ?ber, Which has a 
diameter signi?cantly larger than that of a single-mode ?ber 
strongly increases the ef?ciency of radiation coupling into 
the ?ber, makes alignment substantially easier and consid 
erably reduces the cost of a pigtailed laser diode. HoWever, 
the multimode ?ber creates a different set of technical 
problems. 
[0010] In a transmitting system using a ?ber With a 
relatively large core diameter (a multimode ?ber), the opti 
cal radiation ?eld becomes spatially non-uniform after 
propagating along the ?ber. The radiation ?eld has local 
maxima and minima in cross-sectional intensity distribution 
(this is so-called speckle-pattern), With large differences in 
magnitudes betWeen them. Thereby an optical ?eld With 
high contrast of the light intensity spatial ?uctuations is 
formed. The ?uctuations do not vanish after the radiation 
passes through the collector; the light beam remains spa 
tially nonuniform along the Whole propagation path, includ 
ing at the receive system aperture of a remote receiving 
device or system, to Which data stream carried by the beam 
is addressed. 

[0011] If the receive aperture occasionally coincides With 
a local optical ?eld intensity minimum, the quality of 
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communication may degrade, Which may even break com 
munication because of insuf?cient received signal power 
entering the aperture in vieW of such intensity minimum. 

[0012] In principle, this effect may be compensated by a 
manifold increase of the transmitter output poWer, but such 
compensation is not practical for technical and cost consid 
erations. 

[0013] Another Way to mitigate the intensity non-unifor 
mity effect is to increase the receive aperture siZe till it 
signi?cantly eXceeds the average speckle siZe in the speckle 
pattern. In this case the receive aperture alWays captures 
several speckles, and the photodetector responds to the 
optical ?eld intensity averaged over the cross-section of the 
aperture. HoWever, for a given siZe of the transmit aperture, 
When the distance to the receiver system increases, the 
average speckle siZe also increases, thus requiring a corre 
sponding increase of the receive aperture diameter, Which is 
not alWays practical. For a given distance to the receiver, it 
is also possible to make the speckles siZe smaller by increas 
ing the transmit aperture diameter. This solution also has the 
limitations related to: siZe, Weight and cost of transmit 
optical telescopes (collectors). 
[0014] In principle, it Would be theoretically possible to 
suppress the ?uctuations by spatial decoherentiZation of the 
optical radiation, Which decoherentiZation leads to a reduced 
contrast of interference patterns, including speckle-patterns, 
created by the optical ?eld. A necessary condition for the 
decoherentiZation is the radiation polychromaticity. The 
polychromatic radiation sources may have various designs. 
For eXample, in the patent application EP No.1 12076, 1984, 
a polychromatic source for use in optical ?ber transmission 
systems comprises several lasers radiating at different Wave 
lengths. HoWever, the radiation polychomaticity provided 
by this source is insuf?cient for the decoherentiZation. A 
sufficient condition for the decoherentiZation requires the 
presence of a path difference betWeen spatial components of 
the radiation (plane Waves in free space, or modes in any 
Waveguide structure along Which the radiation is propagat 
ing) exceeding the longitudinal coherence length of the 
radiation, Which, as knoWn, is determined by its frequency 
spectrum Width. Perhaps for at least this reason, such 
sources have not been used to enable multimode ?ber 
transport of signals intended for free-space optical commu 
nication. 

[0015] A method is knoWn of light beam forming, used in 
point-to-multipoint free-space optical communication sys 
tems (see the description of the Us. Pat. No. 5,786,923). 
The knoWn method includes modulation of optical radiation 
by an information signal, and its subsequent concentration 
on the subscriber’s receiving aperture by an optical system 
(optical antenna). A disadvantage of the knoWn method is 
that for its implementation a system is required With the 
design Which is complicated and does not provide for 
compactness: the light from the modulator is guided to the 
optical antenna by means of a combination of mirrors, a 
beam splitter, and a de?ector, Which in turn requires addi 
tional means for alignment of mirrors, or electronic control 
means (for de?ectors). 

[0016] Another method of light beam forming for free 
space optical communication systems, knoWn from the 
description of the Patent Application PCT No.00/04653 
provides for channeling a modulated optical radiation from 
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a radiation source through a ?ber, and its subsequent con 
centration by an optical antenna. 

[0017] This method has disadvantages mentioned above. 
If a single-mode ?ber is used in it, then it is impossible to 
couple all the optical radiation from the source into the ?ber 
because of the small diameter of the ?ber. Thus, radiation 
poWer losses appear, and a more poWerful light source is 
required. A more poWerful light source may comprise a ?ber 
optic ampli?er, Which is eXpensive. If a multimode ?ber is 
used, its multiple modes are being excited and interfere 
inside the ?ber, and as a result of their interference a 
speckle-pattern appears (see, for eXample, Patent Applica 
tion EP No. 112076). 

[0018] At the same time, it is necessary to take into 
account that a free-space optical communication system 
design is signi?cantly simpli?ed by Way of using ?bers for 
beam delivery in the transmission optical path from the 
radiation source to the optical antenna (radiation concentra 
tor). It is therefore advisable, on the one hand, to use the 
?bers in the beam forming systems for free-space optical 
communication. On the other hand, it is necessary to mini 
miZe the radiation losses and the spatial ?uctuations caused 
by the ?ber presence in the path betWeen the radiation source 
and the optical antenna, thus increasing the communication 
range and availability of the communication channel. 

[0019] Hence there is an ongoing need for a technique to 
alloW use of a multimode ?ber in the beam forming process 
of a free-space communication system and yet avoid the 
noted problems With multimode ?ber transport. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0020] The optical radiation beam forming method of this 
invention is oriented toWards decreasing beloW a predeter 
mined level the contrast of the light ?eld speckle-pattern 
caused by use of multimode ?ber in the beam forming 
process. The use of the multimode ?ber reduces poWer 
losses in free-space optical communication systems, 
decreases the system manufacturing costs and increases the 
communication range and the channel availability. Tech 
niques are provided to design system parameters, at least 
Within ranges, so as to smooth the speckle-pattern and 
provide a speckle-pattern contrast at or beloW the predeter 
mined level. 

[0021] Optical radiation is formed With a frequency spec 
trum Width Av. In an embodiment using a semiconductor 
laser source, the radiated energy includes a plurality of 
spectral lines Within the frequency spectrum Width Av. The 
optical radiation has been modulated to carry an information 
signal, Which has a frequency bandWidth 6v. The modulated 
optical radiation is applied to a multimode optical ?ber, in 
such a manner that the applied radiation has an angular 
spectrum Width of A0. The angular spectrum Width A0 
preferably eXceeds the diffraction limit angle corresponding 
to the ?ber core diameter of the particular multimode optical 
?ber. This technique effectively converts the optical radia 
tion into the complete set of multimode ?ber modes sup 
ported by the ?ber. Within the ?ber, the maXimum propa 
gation velocity difference betWeen the said modes being AV. 

[0022] Distinguishing features of the inventive technique 
include the determination of the parameters of the optical 
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radiation and the ?ber parameters based on the following 
expressions: 

2 

LA>V 
V AV 

and 

2 

[0023] Where: 
[0024] L is the ?ber length, m; 

[0025] Av is the frequency spectrum Width of the 
formed optical radiation, sec-1; 

[0026] 6v is the modulation signal frequency band 
Width, sec_1; 

[0027] V is the mean velocity of the optical radiation 
modes propagating along the ?ber, m/sec; 

[0028] AV is the maximum difference betWeen 
propagation velocities of the modes exited by the 
radiation in the ?ber, m/sec, Which difference 
depends on the ?ber material refraction index distri 
bution across the ?ber and on the angular spectrum 
Width A0; and 

[0029] A0 is the angular spectrum Width of the optical 
radiation coupled into the ?ber input end, measured 
in radians. 

[0030] The ?rst expression 

2 
L A V 

- V > H 

[0031] serves to de?ne the minimum parameters for the 
necessary incoherence, that is to say the minimum require 
ment that the spectral components of the radiation at the 
outer boundaries of the frequency spectrum Width Av are 
incoherent With respect to each other at the ?ber output. 

[0032] As an optical radiation carries information through 
a multimode ?ber characteriZed by intermodal dispersion, 
the longer the distance traveled the more the propagation 
tends to overlap bit intervals because of different velocities 
of the modes in the ?ber (for example, in the case of 
amplitude modulation, intermodal dispersion distorts the 
information carrying pulses). The second expression 

2 
L 6 V 

' V < H 

[0033] serves to de?ne a maximum limit on the ?ber 
length, so that the ?ber is not so long as to overly degrade 
the information transmission due to pulse lengthening or the 
like as the radiation traverses the length of the ?ber. 

[0034] Another aspect of the inventive methodology 
involves forming the optical radiation frequency spectrum of 
separate spectrum lines With a minimum spacing betWeen 
them, exceeding 6v. 
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[0035] Another feature of the method relates to forming 
the optical radiation With a number of spectrum lines N and 
an angular spectrum Width A0 providing excitation of A 
modes Within the ?ber, While N and A are selected in accord 
With the folloWing expression: 

[0036] Where: 
[0037] N is the number of the radiation spectrum 

lines; 
[0038] A is the number of modes excited in the ?ber 

at each of the spectrum lines; and 

[0039] C is a targeted limit for maximum contrast of 
the optical radiation ?eld speckle-pattern at the ?ber 
output. 

[0040] Maximal speckle-pattern contrast is loWer than C, 
provided the inequality 

A + N — 1 < 2 

A-N _ 

[0041] is satis?ed, and each of the optical ?elds corre 
sponding to each of the N radiation spectrum lines and 
consisting of A modes are incoherent With respect to each 
other. To provide such incoherence it is necessary to pre 
select the parameters of the optical radiation and of the ?ber 
so as to satisfy the expression: 

[0042] Using the above rules of selection the radiation and 
the ?ber parameters, one can decrease the speckle pattern 
contrast beloW value C permitted by the free-space optical 
communication system design and avoid the negative effect 
of speckle-patterns on the system operation. 

[0043] Additional objects, advantages and novel features 
of the invention Will be set forth in part in the description 
Which folloWs, and in part Will become apparent to those 
skilled in the art upon examination of the folloWing and the 
accompanying draWings or may be learned by practice of the 
invention. The objects and advantages of the invention may 
be realiZed and attained by means of the instrumentalities 
and combinations particularly pointed out in the appended 
claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0044] The essence of the devices, Which are the subject of 
this application, is explained by the examples of its imple 
mentation as Well as by the draWings discussed beloW. In the 
various ?gures, like reference numerals refer to the same or 
similar elements. 

[0045] FIG. 1 is a simpli?ed functional diagram of a 
free-space optical communication system implementing the 
inventive methodology. 
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[0046] FIG. 2A is an approximation of the spectral char 
acteristics of an exemplary polychromatic light source. 

[0047] FIG. 2B is an approximation of the spectral char 
acteristics of an exemplary polychromatic light source after 
it is modulated by the information carrying signal. 

[0048] FIGS. 3(a-c) depict simpli?ed illustrations of 
speckle-patterns as might be produced by multimode ?ber 
transport of the three spectral lines, such as those plotted in 
FIG. 2. 

[0049] FIG. 4 is a simpli?ed illustration of the relatively 
loW-contrast output intensity pattern of the multimode ?ber, 
When used in a beam forming technique in accord With the 
present invention. 

[0050] FIG. 5 is a functional block diagram of an embodi 
ment of a free-space optical system, Which may incorporate 
the inventive concepts, to provide communication services. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PRESENTLY PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0051] Reference noW is made in detail to the presently 
preferred embodiments of the invention, examples of Which 
are illustrated in the accompanying draWings and discussed 
beloW. 

[0052] The inventive technique for forming an informa 
tion-carrying beam, for a free-space optical communication 
system, decreases the contrast of the light-?eld speckle 
pattern produced by a large diameter (multimode) ?ber. This 
facilitates use of the large diameter ?ber in at least the 
transmitting system to reduce the poWer losses, particularly 
at the coupling of the source to the ?ber. Use of such a ?ber 
decreases the system manufacturing costs and increases the 
communication range as Well as the channel availability. 

[0053] FIG. 1 shoWs in simpli?ed/functional form, the 
beam forming elements of a free-space optical communica 
tion system utiliZing the inventive techniques. As shoWn, 
information (1) is supplied to a modulator (2), Which drives 
a source (3) of optical radiation, typically in the form of a 
laser. The laser (3) emits an optical radiation beam (4) that 
is modulated With the information signal. 

[0054] A laser often is considered as a monochromatic 
light source. HoWever, semiconductor lasers actually emit 
optical radiation over a ?nite frequency spectrum Width, 
particularly if driven at higher pumping or ampli?cation 
rates. In accord With the invention, the laser source (3) 
operates as a polychromatic light source, for example emit 
ting a radiation pattern With a plurality of spectral lines as 
shoWn in FIG. 2A. 

[0055] The light source emits radiation containing a num 
ber N of spectral lines. A semiconductor laser can be driven 
to emit 3-4 lines With substantially equidistant spacing 
betWeen the lines. In the example, the laser (3) emits 
radiation containing three distinct spectral lines a, b and c. 
The outer boundary of the frequency spectrum, in the 
example, the frequency spacing betWeen the outer lines a 
and c is the frequency spectrum Width Av. In the embodi 
ment, the radiated energy includes N spectral lines Within 
the frequency spectrum Width Av, Where N=3. The distance 
betWeen the lines is Av/(N-l). 

[0056] As noted, the source (3) is modulated at (2) With an 
information signal (I) intended for free-space communica 
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tion to a remote device. The information signal has a 
frequency bandWidth 6v. FIG. 2B shoWs the effect of the 
superposition of the information of bandWidth 6v on the 

three spectral lines in the radiation emitted by the source The spacing betWeen the spectral lines should be greater 

than 6v, so that there is no signi?cant spectral overlap 
betWeen the modulated spectral lines that might cause 
modulation of the radiation on the frequencies falling Within 
the frequency interval of the transmitted signal. The spacing 
betWeen the lines is also suf?cient that after traveling 
through the ?ber the optical ?eld corresponding to each of 
the lines is incoherent With respect to the optical ?elds 
corresponding to each of the adjacent lines. 

[0057] Returning to FIG. 1 the modulated optical radia 
tion (4) is processed through an optical element or lens (5) 

and applied as a beam (6) to a multimode optical ?ber The optical element (5) is constructed so that the angular 

spectrum Width of A0 of the beam (6) someWhat exceeds the 
diffraction limit angle corresponding to the ?ber core diam 
eter d of the particular multimode optical ?ber This 
diffraction angle is equal to )t/d, Where )L is the radiation 
Wavelength, and d is the ?ber core diameter. Application of 
the beam (6) With Wide angular spectrum A0 to the input end 
of the ?ber (7) substantially immediately excites for each 
spectral line all of the possible modes that are supported by 
the particular optical ?ber The angular spectrum Width 
A0 should not exceed 2&1), Where 4) is the critical angle of the 
?ber, because if it did, components outside the critical angle 
Would not remain Within the ?ber core, Which Would 
increase poWer loss and reduce ef?ciency. 

[0058] The optical radiation passes along a length L of the 
optical ?ber (7) and emerges from an end face (8) as a beam 
(9). A second optical element or system (10) serves as the 
optical antenna for forming and directing the beam for 
free-space transmission over link (11) to a remote commu 
nication device. 

[0059] If considered alone, passage of each spectral com 
ponent of the optical radiation through a ?ber (7) With a 
relatively large core diameter (a multimode ?ber) Would 
produce an optical radiation ?eld at the end face (8) that is 
substantially spatially non-uniform. Because of the differ 
ences in Wavelength, each of three lines a, b and c, having 
identical speckle patterns at the ?ber entry, Would produce 
someWhat different speckle patterns at the ?ber output, as 
represented by the simpli?ed examples shoWn in FIG. 3(a), 
FIG. 3(b) and FIG. 3(c) in FIG. 3. HoWever, in the 
inventive system, since the various spectral components of 
the radiation propagate through the ?ber (7) together, all 
such interference patterns overlap. Overlapping of different 
speckle-patterns decreases the contrast of the consolidated 
light-?eld speckle-pattern produced at the end face (8) of the 
?ber (7), as represented by the simpli?ed example shoWn in 
FIG. 4. 

[0060] The ?eld patterns corresponding to different spec 
trum lines also interfere With each other forming non 
stationary (changing in time) interference patterns at the 
?ber output. HoWever because the spacing betWeen the 
spectrum lines is selected Wider than the signal bandWidth, 
noise related to such interference falls outside the signal 
spectrum and does not deteriorate the information. 

[0061] Hence, in a system utiliZing a polychromatic light 
source the optical radiation is thereby formed so that it has 
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a frequency spectrum Width Av, and an angular spectrum 
Width A0 exceeding the diffraction limit angle correspond 
ing to the ?ber core diameter. This diffraction angle is equal 
to )t/d, Where )L is the radiation Wavelength, and d is the ?ber 
core diameter. The optical radiation is modulated by a signal 
having a frequency bandWidth 6v and is then converted into 
the multimode ?ber modes With maximum propagation 
velocity difference betWeen the modes of AV. 

[0062] In accord With the preferred embodiment, the 
parameters of the optical radiation and of the ?ber are 
selected so that the spectral components of the radiation at 
the outer boundaries of the frequency spectrum Width Av are 
incoherent With respect to each other. Speci?cally, param 
eters are selected so that 

2 

[0063] Which sets certain minimum characteristics for the 
necessary incoherence. To insure proper transport of infor 
mation modulated on the optical beams, it is necessary to 
limit the length of the ?ber. Speci?cally, as the radiation 
carries information through a ?ber, the longer the distance 
traveled the more the propagation tends to lengthen the 
information carrying pulses of the beam. Hence, the param 
eters of the optical radiation and of the ?ber are selected so 
that the ?ber is not so long as to overly degrade the radiation 
pulses. In that regard, the parameters should conform to the 
expression 

2 
6 v 

L- v < [0064] In these expressions, L is the ?ber length, m; Av is 

the frequency spectrum Width of the optical radiation, sec_1; 
6v is the modulation signal frequency bandWidth, sec-1; and 
V is the mean velocity of the optical radiation modes 
propagating along the ?ber, m/sec. AV is the maximum 
difference betWeen propagation velocities of the modes 
exited by the radiation in the ?ber, m/sec, Which difference 
depends on the ?ber material refraction index distribution 
across the ?ber and on the angular spectrum Width A0 (A0 
is the angular spectrum Width of the optical radiation 
coupled into the ?ber input end, measured in radians). 

[0065] Another aspect of the inventive methodology 
involves forming the optical radiation frequency spectrum of 
separate spectrum lines With a minimum spacing betWeen 
them, exceeding 6v. Preferably, the spacing betWeen the 
lines is suf?cient that radiation corresponding to each of the 
lines is incoherent With respect to the radiation, correspond 
ing to each of the adjacent lines. To that end, the pre 
selection of the optical radiation and the ?ber parameters is 
required to satisfy the folloWing expression: 
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[0066] Another feature of the method relates to forming 
the optical radiation With a number of spectrum lines N and 
an angular spectrum Width A0 providing excitation of A ?ber 
modes, so as to provide a contrast that does not exceed a 
target maximal contrast C required for ef?cient operation of 
the free-space communication system. To that end, N and A 
are selected so as to satisfy the folloWing expression: 

[0067] 
[0068] N is the number of the radiation spectrum 

lines; 
[0069] A is the number of modes excited in the ?ber 

at each of the spectrum lines; 

Where: 

[0070] C is an upper limit for maximum contrast of 
the optical radiation ?eld speckle-pattern at the ?ber 
output. 

[0071] To clarify the reasons of an effective smoothing 
(decreasing the contrast) of the speckle-pattern, provided by 
the use of the proposed invention, let us consider the 
mechanism of the speckle pattern appearance. When the 
radiation enters the multimode ?ber, many transverse modes 
With different propagation velocities are excited in the ?ber. 
The interference betWeen such modes leads to the speckle 
pattern appearance. 

[0072] The difference in the propagation velocities of the 
modes inside the ?ber causes a difference of the optical ?eld 
speckle-pattern in various ?ber cross-sections, because the 
coef?cients of the ?eld expansion by the modes are varying 
from one cross-section to another one. If the optical radia 
tion is monochromatic, the interference pattern created by 
the ?ber modes (the optical ?eld speckle-pattern) is station 
ary in any cross-section (provided there are no variations of 
shape and other ?ber parameters in time—see, for example, 
Patent Application PCT/GB89/00248), and the speckle 
pattern contrast is maximal. 

[0073] Let us assume that spatially coherent non-mono 
chromatic radiation enters the multimode ?ber having tWo 
spectrum components. In this case, because of the similarity 
of the transverse structure of the spectrum components 
transverse structure at the entry end of the ?ber, the radiation 
distribution of each spectrum component over the transverse 
modes Will be also similar, ie the coef?cients of the optical 
?eld expansion by the ?ber modes in this place are identical 
for both spectrum components. 

[0074] The mode propagation velocities depend not only 
on the mode index (number), but also on the Wavelength. 
Therefore the variation of the ?eld expansion coefficients 
from one ?ber cross-section to another Will not be similar for 
different spectrum components. As a result, the transverse 
distributions of the tWo spectrum components of the ?eld, 
Which are coincident in one ?ber cross-section (eg at its 
entry end), Will not be further coincident While the radiation 
is propagating along the ?ber. This means that the ?eld 
distribution in the cross-sections becomes non-stationary. In 
other Words, the ?eld becomes spatially incoherent, i.e. 
decoherentiZation occurs. 
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[0075] At the same time, if the frequency spacing betWeen 
tWo spectrum components is such that the photoreceiver 
having limited bandwidth does not sense (in other Words 
“integrates” over time) the frequency beat corresponding to 
this spacing, then the resulting intensity distribution pattern 
at the ?ber output Will be perceived by the photodetector as 
a sum of tWo uncorrelated stationary speckle-patterns (one 
per spectral line). Such a summing of uncorrelated optical 
?elds results in smoothing of intensity nonuniformities, ie 
in reduced contrast of speckles in the resulting pattern 
detected by the photoreceiver. 

[0076] In the case of the optical ?ber, the number of spatial 
degrees of freedom corresponds to a number of modes. 
Hence, the number spatial degrees of freedom A is the 
number of modes excited in the ?ber at each of the spectrum 
lines. In our notation, N is the number of spectral lines in the 
radiation ?eld propagating through the ?ber. The upper limit 
for the number of uncorrelated spatially coherent compo 
nents of the optical radiation groWs When the numbers of 
spectral lines N and of spatial degrees of freedom A groW. 
So, by increasing the numbers N and A, it is in principle 
possible to smooth out the speckle-pattern in the optical ?eld 
to the required extent. 

[0077] The problem has been analyZed regarding decrease 
in speckle-pattern contrast caused by the spatial incoherence 
of the illuminating optical radiation. The calculations shoW 
that the average contrast C of the light ?eld speckle-pattern 
registered by the photoreceiver is related to the number of 
spectral components N and spatial degrees of freedom A of 
the optical ?eld in accordance With the expression 

[0078] For an optical ?ber, the number A is equal to a 
number of the modes excited in the ?ber and depends on the 
parameters of the optical radiation and the ?ber. For 
example, for the ?ber With step-Wise cross-sectional distri 
bution of the refractive index, A=(A0~d/7t)2, Where )»—the 
radiation Wavelength; d—the ?ber diameter. 

[0079] In accordance With a preferred feature of the 
present invention, it is necessary to select N and A satisfying 
the folloWing inequality, to ensure that the speckle-pattern 
contrast does not exceed the permitted limit 

[0080] In practice, the contrast reduction may be even 
more signi?cant than forecasted due to a partial depolariZa 
tion of the optical radiation after its propagation in the ?ber, 
i.e. modes may be excited With a polariZation orthogonal to 
the initial one. Thus, an additional speckle pattern may 
appear in the ?ber, Which does not interfere With the pattern 
having the initial polariZation. It is clear that a presence of 
such a pattern Will cause additional smoothing of the trans 
mitted optical radiation ?eld pattern. 

[0081] The radiation frequency spectrum may be discrete 
as Well as continuous. It is clear that in the latter case the 
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identi?ed intensity distribution pattern contrast Will also 
decrease With an increase of the total spectrum Width, 
because the Whole spectrum range may be divided into 
spectrum bands playing the role of separate spectrum com 
ponents in the above considerations. 

[0082] For quantitative estimation of the minimum ?ber 
length Where the radiation polychromaticity effect does 
manifest itself, let us expand the ?eld by ?ber modes for a 
case When tWo spectrum lines are present: 

2 CW) - Em y) 

n 

[0083] Where [311(1) and 6mg) are the propagation constants 
of separate modes; [3]-(i)=k(i)n-k(i)=2n/7ti—wave number of 
the light Wave; )tl—light Wavelength in vacuum; n]-—effec 
tive refractive index for the ?ber mode With the number j. 

[0084] At Z=0, the light ?elds corresponding to the tWo 
spectrum lines are identical. For this reason, the coefficients 
of such light ?elds expansions by the modes are identical as 
Well: 

[0085] The process of the modes dephasing for the modes 
having the maximum difference of propagation constants 
Will noW be considered. For example, consider the mode 
having the least index HE11 With propagation constants [30(1) 
and [30(2) at the tWo corresponding Wavelengths X1, and k2, 
and another mode having the highest index HEnn With the 
propagation constants Ema) and 6mg) at the tWo correspond 
ing Wavelengths )t, and k2. The ?eld expansion coef?cients 
for these modes in the ?ber Will be 

- (l) - (1) 

C(01): a0 131,80 1; C2) : am 1,1,8,” 1; 

. (2) . (2) 

C.(02) : a0 131,80 1; C2) : am 1,1,8”, 1; 

[0086] At a distance L from the ?ber input face, the phase 
difference for the modes corresponding to radiation with M, 
Will be 

[0087] For the other Wavelength, the corresponding phase 
difference of the same modes Will be 

[0088] It is evident that the Wavelength difference of the 
spectrum components Will have a signi?cant effect on mis 
matching the transverse patterns formed due to the interfer 
ence of these mode pairs, if 
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[0089] Taking into account that the propagation constants 
for extreme modes are de?ned by the following expressions: 

[0090] We obtain 

[0092] Taking this into account, from the previous expres 
sion We obtain 

2 

[0093] This requirement may be also presented as 

AV V 

[0094] Which may be clearly interpreted from the point of 
vieW of physics. This requirement means that the maximum 
path difference betWeen different modes at the ?ber output, 
Which is 

AV 
L- —, 

v 

[0095] should exceed the coherence length of the optical 
radiation With the spectrum Width Av used in the system, 
Which is 

[0096] It is knoWn that AV depends on the propagation 
velocity V, on the angular spectrum Width of the radiation 
A0, and on the ?ber material refraction index distribution 
across the ?ber. If, for example, the distribution is step-Wise, 
ie the core refraction index is the same in the Whole 

cross-section of the ?ber, then: 
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_ V-(A0)2 
AV _ 8n2 

[0097] Where n is the core refraction index. 

[0098] There is also another limitation of the ?ber length, 
caused by the requirement that the difference in propagation 
time for modes propagating along the ?ber should not result 
in distortion of the transferred information. In other Words, 
the difference in propagation times should be less than the 
time interval r carrying a unit of information (so called bit 
interval). Taking into account that 

[0099] Where 6v is the signal bandWidth, We obtain 

[0100] Where V1, and V2 are the propagation velocities of 
various modes in the ?ber, While V1—V2=AV. With an 
account for this, the last expression may be presented as 

2 
6 v 

L- v < [0101] If this condition is met, the pulse broadening 

caused by the mode propagation velocity difference Will be 
less than "c. 

[0102] In the case of the optical radiation consisting of N 
spectrum components, the implementation of the full capa 
bilities of the proposed method requires that the speckle 
patterns corresponding to any neighboring spectrum lines 
lose spatial correlation after propagating through the ?ber 
like it Was demonstrated above for the radiation With tWo 
spectrum components. To meet this requirement it is nec 
essary that the folloWing condition is ful?lled: 

[0103] The essence of the method, Which is the subject of 
this application, is made clear by examples of its implemen 
tation, and by the corresponding draWing. In FIG. 1, a 
simpli?ed block diagram is presented of a transmission 
system, Which may be used for implementation of this 
method. 

[0104] The device comprises a source (3) of optical radia 
tion, With means for modulation of the radiation of With an 
information signal 1. An optical element (5) forms a required 
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angular spectrum of the radiation. A ?ber (7) and an optical 
collector (optical antenna) (10) transmit the resulting output 
beam (11). 

[0105] To fully understand the inventive concepts, it may 
be helpful to consider several speci?c examples. 

EXAMPLE 1 

[0106] The optical radiation beam forming method may be 
implemented in the following Way. 

[0107] First, the ?ber length L is determined to provide the 
radiation transfer from the source location 1 to the optical 
antenna (collector) 4. The ?ber length in this example is 
selected based on the relative positions of the source and the 
antenna. 

[0108] The source should have a spectrum Width Av, 
derived from the expression 

2 

L A > V 
VAV 

[0109] (see the formula of the current invention). The 

[0110] value, as shoWn in the description of the invention, 
depends on the radiation angular spectrum Width A0. This 
angular spectrum is formed by an optical system, Which is 
simple and inexpensive, provided A0203. If a standard 
step-index quartZ ?ber is used, the value A0=0.3 corresponds 
to 

2 

[0111] Accordingly, the spectrum Width Av in this 
example should satisfy the expression 

> 4-1010 
L 

Av sec . 

[0112] It folloWs from the expressions 

2 2 

[0113] that the modulation signal frequency bandWidth 6v 
in the proposed method is alWays less than Av. Thus, if a 
several meters long ?ber is used, 6v should not exceed ~101O 
sec_1. Typically, the existing free-space optical communi 
cation links are designed for 6v§109 sec-1. Therefore the 
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proposed method does not put any inadmissible restrictions 
on the bandWidth 6v and thus on the information transfer 
rate. 

[0114] In optical communications, multimode lasers are 
used from time to time Where the output radiation consists 
of several nearly equidistant spectrum lines. If such a source 
of radiation is used in our case, the number N of lines shall 
be selected to provide a required limitation on the contrast 
C of the speckle-pattern at the ?ber output. The necessary for 
that number N may be derived from the expression 

[0115] as discussed earlier analyZing this expression, one 
can see that it can be satis?ed only if simultaneously 

l l 
— <C2 and — <C2. 
A N 

[0116] Thus, using the last inequality, it is possible to 
determine the N value. 

[0117] With a given N, one should ?nd the value for A 
from the expression 

[0118] As shoWn in the description above, the A value 
depends directly on the ?ber diameter d. For a step-index 
?ber, this dependence is expressed as 

[0119] Where )L is the radiation Wavelength. For a knoWn 
Wavelength, We calculate the diameter d corresponding to 
the above expression. Thus, We obtain the last parameter 
necessary for development of a device implementing the 
proposed method. 

[0120] Thereafter, a transmitting device may be imple 
mented With the calculated parameters. For that purpose, the 
radiation With a spectrum Width Av coming from the source 
is modulated in the unit (2) by a signal With a frequency 
bandWidth 6v, and guided into the element (5), implemented, 
for example, as a lens or a similar optical system transform 
ing the incident beam With an arbitrary angular spectrum 
Width into a beam With a speci?ed Width A0, Which is 
coupled into the input face of the ?ber The light beam 
from the ?ber output is than guided to the collector (antenna) 
(10) Where it is concentrated and targeted onto the remote 
terminal receiver. As a result, a light beam carrying the 
information is obtained With the contrast of the spatial 
nonuniformities of the light ?eld being loWer than C. 
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EXAMPLE 2 

[0121] In this example let us select the maximum level of 
speckle pattern contrast for the radiation at the ?ber output 
equal to 35% (C=0.35). The required number of spectrum 
lines N and of the ?ber modes Amay be determined from the 
condition 

[0122] (see the Invention Formula). It folloWs from this: 

[0123] As A is alWays positive, it folloWs: 

N l 
> F 

[0124] For C=0.35 We obtain N>8. 

[0125] In accordance With this calculation result, let us 
select a radiation source With a number of equidistant 
spectrum lines N=11. 

[0126] Substituting this value into the expression 

A > N — l 

_ N- C2 -1’ 

[0127] We obtain A229. For a step-index ?ber, as indi 
cated above, 

[0128] Where A0 is the angular spectrum Width of the 
radiation With a wavelength 2», entering the ?ber having a 
diameter of d. In accordance With this expression, the 
condition A229 is met if 

[0129] Let us specify )»=10_6 m, and A0=0.3, then, from 
the previous expression, d§1.8~10_5 m. 

[0130] Fibers meeting this criterion are commercially 
available. e.g., there are ?bers 510'5 m (50 micrometers) in 
diameter, Which can be used in this case. 

[0131] Let us select the modulation signal frequency band 
Width 6v=109 sec_1. Then the radiation spectrum lines may 
be selected With a spacing betWeen them 1010 sec-1, giving 
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the total spectrum Width for N=11 equal to Av=1011 sec_1. 
Industrially manufactured step-index ?bers have the core 
refraction index nz1.5 (corresponding to the mean propa 
gation velocity of the modes in the ?ber Vz2~108 m/sec). 
With thisZN value and an acceptance angle A0=0.3 rad, 
AV=5~10T ~V=106 m/sec. Thereby V2/AV=4.101O m/sec, and 

[0132] To meet the conditions indicated in the invention 
formula, the ?ber length L may be selected equal 5 m. 
Thereby L~Av=5~1011 m/sec, and L~6v=5~109 m/sec. 

[0133] So, in this example the conditions are met: 

V2 
L-Av> (N- DH 

and 

c2. 

[0134] The subsequent steps for implementation of a cor 
responding device are similar to those in Example 1. 

EXAMPLE 3 

[0135] Let us take, as a radiation source, a standard 
semiconductor laser diode operating in the (0.7 . . . 1.6)~10_6 
m Wavelength range, and oscillating at several longitudinal 
modes of the laser cavity. As knoWn, the frequency spacing 
betWeen such modes is 

[0136] Where cO is the velocity of light in vacuum (3108 
m/sec), 1 is the laser cavity length, and n1 is the refraction 
index of the laser medium. 

[0137] High-poWer laser diodes have typically 1z0.7~10_6 
m and n1z35. Accordingly for such laser diodes Av1z6~101O 

-1 
sec 

[0138] The laser diode pump current may be selected so 
that only tWo longitudinal modes Will oscillate. In this case, 
the total spectrum Width Av of the laser radiation Will be 
equal to the Av1 value (for example, 61010 sec_1), and the 
number of modes is N=2. 

[0139] Iget us specify the Wavelength to be equal 
)»=1.5~10i m, take a step-index ?ber 410'5 m in diameter, 
and specify the angular spectrum Width A0=0.3. For these 
values, the number of modes excited in the ?ber A=(A0~d/ 
M2 Will be 64. 
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[0140] Substituting A=64 and N=2 in the expression 

[0141] We obtain for this case an upper limit for the 
contrast being Cz0.7. 

[0142] This value is sufficient for reliable operation of the 
equipment in most applications, because it corresponds to 
the maximum possible ?uctuation in the receive radiation 
beam observed When the receive aperture diameter is in? 
nitely small. 

[0143] In some cases loWer contrasts may be required, 
Which may be achieved by increasing the number N of the 
spectral components from 2 to 3 or 4. It is also Worth 
considering that in real cases the aperture has, of course a 
?nite siZe. If the aperture siZe is comparable With the speckle 
siZe in the beam cross-section, the ?uctuations in the poWer 
approaching the photoreceiver Will be effectively smoothed, 
so that a standard deviation of such poWer divided by its 
average Will be less than 0.7. 

[0144] As the A0 parameter in this example has the same 
value as in Examples 1 and 2, and the Av value is also nearly 
the same as in these examples, the requirements for BV and 
L in this example are nearly the same as in the previous 
examples. 

[0145] Knowing the values of all parameters, We can 
implement a speci?c beam-forming device by steps indi 
cated in the Example 1. 

[0146] FIG. 5 depicts the schematic diagram of a multi 
beam duplex optical communications system of a preferred 
embodiment using a shared spherical objective lens. The 
system offers the capability of Wireless (optical) data trans 
mission from a base station to several user/subscriber ter 
minals located Within Wide ?eld of vieW. 

[0147] For each user served by the base station, a modu 
lator 21 receives a signal for communication from a source 
such as a data netWork. Emission of the radiation source 
(transmit laser 23) of the base station is modulated in 
accordance With the electric signal coming from the infor 
mation source through the encoder 49. The encoder 491 
processes the data signal for the ?rst user, and a second 
encoder 492 processes the data signal for the second user, 
before modulation of the respective source. 

[0148] For each remote receiver, the transmit laser 23 
sends the modulated beam through an optical ?ber pigtail 25 
to the spherical lens 27. In accord With the present invention, 
the transmit laser 23 is a polychromatic source, and the 
optical ?ber pigtails 25 are relatively large diameter multi 
mode type ?bers. The radiation parameters are selected in 
accord With the inventive methodology as described above. 
The lateral and axial position of the light-emitting end face 
of each optical ?ber pigtail 25 relative to the lens 27 is 
controlled using an electromagnetic or electromechanical 
mounting device (not shoWn). Having gone through the 
Wide-angle objective lens 27, radiation from each transmit 
laser is emitted as a beam directed onto a corresponding user 
terminal located at a distance of up to 2 km by means of a 
sWivel exit mirror 29. 
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[0149] The base station transmit laser 23 represents a laser 
diode emitting on a nominal Wavelength of 785 nm or 
1550-nm, hoWever, the laser Will emit one or more addi 
tional lines Within the frequency spectrum Width Av, as 
described above. The divergence of the beams emitted from 
the optic 27 preferably is relatively loW. HoWever, in appli 
cations Where several users are located closely to each other, 
the divergence still may cause some overlap of the beams at 
the remote user terminals. 

[0150] Each subscriber terminal includes an optical 
receiver 31 and an optical transmitter 33. The user receiver 
system consists of a narroW-angle re?ector-type telescope 
and a photoreceiver subsystem. Each receiver 31 connects to 
a decoder/demodulator circuit 35 for demodulating and 
decoding incoming data from the received beam and sup 
plying data to an appropriate receiving device, eg an actual 
end-user terminal (not shoWn). 

[0151] The decoder/demodulator 35, is adapted to receive 
only the information encoded by the encoder 491, Whereas 
the decoder/demodulator 352 is adapted to receive only the 
information encoded by the encoder 492. Stated another 
Way, the decoders/demodulators 351 and 352 are sufficient to 
selectively receive and process signals intended for the 
particular remote station even if there is some overlap from 
the beam for a nearby remote station. 

[0152] The user transmitter system 33 comprises several 
transmit units (4 units) consisting of 785-nm laser diodes 
With loW-aperture shaping optics that emit narroW beams in 
the direction of the base station. Those skilled in the art Will 
recogniZe, hoWever, that these transmitters may use optical 
?ber pigtails and associated optical beam forming param 
eters, in accord With the inventive methods. Several transmit 
units preferably are located at a distance from each other, for 
suppressing intensity ?uctuations caused by atmospheric 
turbulence and by interference betWeen the beams from 
different transmit units. These elements output optical radia 
tion in response to a signal coming from a source through an 
encoder 52 and a modulator 37. The encoder 521 encodes 
information in a distinctive manner assigned to the associ 
ated terminal, and the encoder 522 encodes information in a 
different manner associated With the other remote terminal, 
to differentiate the information from the tWo different user 
terminals. 

[0153] Due to the base station optical module’s original 
design, emissions coming from user terminals are received 
via the same spherical objective lens 27 used for shaping 
laser emissions transmitted to the users. This con?guration 
of energy conveyance enables data reception from users 
located randomly Within the maximum angle alloWed by the 
spherical objective lens 27. Emissions received from trans 
mitter systems 33 of the separate users are concentrated on 
the focal surface of the spherical lens 27 in areas optically 
conjugated With the respective user terminals. Entry ends of 
0.5-1 mm-thick light guides 39 are mounted on curved 
surface 28 in the conjugated areas. The guides 39 provide for 
channeling of the emissions to base station receivers 41. The 
lateral and axial position of the light-receiving end face of 
each optical ?ber pigtail 39, relative to the lens 27, prefer 
ably is controlled using an electromagnetic or electrome 
chanical mounting device (not shoWn). 

[0154] Again, there may be some beam overlap at the 
optical receivers. HoWever, the decoder/demodulator 421 is 



US 2003/0011850 A1 

adapted to receive only the information encoded by the 
encoder 521, Whereas the decoder/demodulator 422 is 
adapted to receive only the information encoded by the 
encoder 522. Stated another Way, the decoders/demodulators 
421 and 422 are suf?cient to selectively receive and process 
signals from the particular remote station even if there is 
some overlap from the beam at the base station. 

[0155] In practice, angular drifts are possible of the base 
station optical transmit module’s support surfaces caused by 
binding, tWist and sWays of the building holding the base 
station and of the support-and-sWivel mechanism. There 
fore, it is preferable to implement methods of collective (for 
all users) angular stabiliZation of beams originating from the 
base station optical transceiver module. Creation of such a 
stabiliZation system is proposed. Passive building vibration 
isolation systems Will also be used. 

[0156] The present invention admits of a Wide range of 
modi?cations. For instance, the examples of optical source 
described above Were semiconductor lasers emitting several 
spectrum lines. The inventive beam forming technique may 
use other polychromatic optical sources. One example of an 
alternate source is the source disclosed in US. Pat. No. 
4,603,421 to Scifres et al. Another approach Would be to use 
a Wide bandWidth source of a type used for implementation 
of Optical Code Division Multiplexing (OCDM), see, for 
example. OFC 2001 Technical Digest, Tuesday, Mar. 20, 
2001, TuV2-1, A robust and ?exible all optical CDMA 
multichannel transmission system for the access domain, 
Jens Kissing, Edgar Voges, Thomas Pfeiffer. 

[0157] As another example, the embodiments illustrated in 
the draWings provide direct modulation of the laser input. 
The present invention is similarly applicable in systems 
using external modulation of the beam after output by the 
laser. 

[0158] The present invention admits of a Wide range of 
applications. For instance, the example of FIG. 5 depicted 
an application of the inventive beam forming technique to a 
point-to-multipoint free-space optical communication ser 
vice. Another example of use of the invention might facili 
tate a point-to-point free-space optical communication ser 
vice. 

[0159] While the foregoing has described What are con 
sidered to be the best mode and/or other preferred embodi 
ments of the invention, it is understood that various modi 
?cations may be made therein and that the invention may be 
implemented in various forms and embodiments, and that it 
may be applied in numerous applications, only some of 
Which have been described herein. It is intended by the 
folloWing claims to claim any and all modi?cations, appli 
cations and variations thereof that fall Within the true scope 
of the invention. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method of forming and transmitting a modulated 

optical radiation beam for free-space optical communica 
tion, the method comprising: 

forming optical radiation modulated by an information 
signal, the modulated optical radiation having a fre 
quency spectrum Width Av, Wherein the information 
signal modulated on the radiation has a frequency 
bandWidth 6v; 
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applying the modulated optical radiation to an input of a 
multimode optical ?ber in such a manner as to excite 
substantially all possible modes for the optical radiation 
supported by the multimode ?ber; 

Wherein the parameters of the optical radiation and of the 
multimode ?ber are selected to satisfy the folloWing 
expressions: 

2 

L A > V 
VAV 

and 

2 

L 6 < V 
VAV 

Where: 

L is the ?ber length; 

Av is the frequency spectrum Width of the optical radia 
tion; 

6v is the modulation signal frequency bandWidth; 

V is mean velocity of the optical radiation modes propa 
gating along the ?ber; and 

AV is maximum difference betWeen propagation veloci 
ties of the modes exited by the radiation in the ?ber; 
and 

transmitting the modulated optical radiation as a beam 
from an output of the multimode ?ber over a free-space 
optical link. 

2. A method in accordance With claim 1, Wherein the 
frequency spectrum of the optical radiation comprises a 
plurality separate spectral lines With minimum spacing 
betWeen them, exceeding 6v. 

3. A method in accordance With claim 2, Wherein the 
plurality separate spectral lines includes a number of N of 
spectral lines, and an angular spectrum Width A0 of the 
modulated optical radiation at the input of the multimode 
optical ?ber provides excitation of A ?ber modes, and N and 
A are selected to satisfy the folloWing expression: 

Where 

N is the number of the radiation spectrum lines; 

A is the number of modes excited in the multimode ?ber 
at each of the spectrum lines; and 

C is a targeted upper limit for maximum contrast of an 
optical radiation ?eld speckle-pattern at the output of 
the multimode ?ber. 

4. A method in accordance With claim 3, Wherein the 
parameters of the optical radiation and of the multimode 
?ber are selected to also satisfy the folloWing expression: 
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5. A method in accordance With claim 1, wherein the step 
of applying comprises processing the modulated optical 
radiation so as to have an angular spectrum Width A6 at the 
input of the multimode optical ?ber, the angular spectrum 
Width A6 substantially exceeding the diffraction limit angle 
corresponding to the diameter of the multimode ?ber. 

6. A method in accordance With claim 1, Wherein the step 
of transmitting the modulated optical radiation comprises: 

coupling the modulated optical radiation from the output 
of the multimode ?ber to an optical antenna; 

concentrating the modulated optical radiation from the 
output of the multimode ?ber by the optical antenna; 
and 

radiating the concentrated optical radiation as a beam over 
the free-space optical link. 

7. Amethod of forming and transmitting optical radiation 
for free-space optical communication, the method compris 
mg: 

forming optical radiation With a plurality of spectral 
components Within a predetermined frequency spec 
trum Width modulated by an information signal, the 
frequency spacing betWeen the spectral components 
exceeding a frequency bandWidth of the information 
signal modulated on the spectral components; 

applying the modulated optical radiation to an input of a 
multimode optical ?ber in such a manner as to excite 
substantially all possible modes for the optical radiation 
supported by the multimode ?ber; 

Wherein the parameters of the modulated optical radiation 
and of the multimode ?ber are such that: at least 
spectral components at edges of the radiation predeter 
mined frequency spectrum Width are incoherent With 
respect to each other at the ?ber output, and transport 
of the modulated optical radiation through the multi 
mode ?ber does not substantially degrade the informa 
tion signal modulated on the spectral components at the 
?ber output; and 

transmitting the modulated optical radiation from an 
output of the multimode ?ber over a free-space optical 
link. 

8. A method in accordance With claim 7, Wherein the 
spacing betWeen the spectral components is equal to or 
greater than a minimum spacing at Which optical radiation 
?elds corresponding to any tWo adjacent spectral compo 
nents are incoherent With respect to each other after trans 
portation through the multimode ?ber. 

9. A method in accordance With claim 7, Wherein the step 
of applying comprises processing the modulated optical 
radiation so as to have an angular spectrum Width substan 
tially exceeding the diffraction limit angle corresponding to 
the diameter of the multimode ?ber. 

10. Afree-space optical communication system, compris 
mg: 

a source of optical radiation having a frequency spectrum 
Width Av; 
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a modulator for receiving an information signal of a 
predetermined bandWidth 6v, and for causing the opti 
cal radiation to be modulated With the information 
signal; 

a multimode optical ?ber; 

an optical processing element for receiving the modulated 
optical radiation and coupling the modulated optical 
radiation to an input of the multimode optical ?ber in 
such a manner as to excite substantially all possible 
modes for the optical radiation supported by the mul 
timode ?ber; 

Wherein the parameters of the optical radiation and of the 
multimode ?ber are selected to satisfy the folloWing 
expressions; 

2 

L A > V 
VAV 

and 

2 

Where: 

L is the multimode ?ber length; 

Av is the frequency spectrum Width of the optical radia 
tion; 

6v is the modulation signal frequency bandWidth; 

V is mean velocity of the optical radiation modes propa 
gating along the ?ber; and 

AV is maximum difference betWeen propagation veloci 
ties of the modes exited by the radiation in the ?ber; 
and 

an optical antenna coupled to receive radiant energy from 
an output of the multimode ?ber, concentrate the 
received radiant energy, and transmit the concentrated 
radiant energy over a free-space optical link. 

11. A system in accordance With claim 10, Wherein the 
source of the optical radiation comprises at least one laser, 
the at least one laser producing optical radiation comprising 
a plurality separate spectral lines With minimum spacing 
betWeen them, exceeding 6v. 

12. A system in accordance With claim 11, Wherein the 
plurality separate spectral lines includes a number N of 
spectral lines, and an angular spectrum Width A6 of the 
modulated optical radiation at the input of the multimode 
optical ?ber provides excitation of a number A of ?ber 
modes, and N and A are selected to satisfy the folloWing 
expression: 

Where 

N is the number of the radiation spectrum lines; 

A is the number of modes excited in the ?ber at each of 
the spectrum lines; and 
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C is a targeted upper limit for maximum contrast of an 
optical radiation ?eld speckle-pattern at the output of 
the multimode ?ber. 

13. A system in accordance With claim 12, Wherein the 
parameters of the optical radiation and of the multimode 
?ber are selected to satisfy the following expression: 

14. A system for as in claim 10, Wherein the optical 
processing element is con?gured such that it couples the 
modulated optical radiation to the input of the multimode 
optical ?ber With an angular spectrum Width substantially 
meeting or eXceeding the diffraction limit angle correspond 
ing to the diameter of the multimode ?ber. 

15. Afree-space optical communication system, compris 
mg: 

a source of optical radiation; 

a modulator for receiving an information signal and 
causing the optical radiation to be modulated With the 
information signal; 

a multimode optical ?ber; 

an optical processing element for receiving the modulated 
optical radiation and coupling the modulated optical 
radiation to an input of the multimode optical ?ber in 
such a manner as to excite substantially all possible 
modes for the optical radiation beam Within the mul 
timode ?ber; 

Jan. 16, 2003 

Wherein the parameters of the optical radiation and of the 
multimode ?ber are such that: at least optical ?elds 
corresponding to spectral components at edges of the 
predetermined frequency spectrum Width are incoher 
ent With respect to each other at the ?ber output, and 
transport of the modulated optical radiation through the 
multimode ?ber does not substantially degrade the 
information signal modulated on the spectral compo 
nents; and 

an optical antenna coupled to receive radiant energy from 
an output of the multimode ?ber, concentrate the 
received radiant energy, and transmit the concentrated 
radiant energy over a free-space optical link. 

16. A system as in 15, Wherein the source of the optical 
radiation comprises at least one laser, the at least one laser 
producing optical radiation comprising a plurality of discrete 
spectral components Within a predetermined frequency 
spectrum Width. 

17. A system as in claim 16, Wherein the laser is con?g 
ured to produce a plurality of spectral lines Within the 
predetermined frequency spectrum Width, such that the 
spacing betWeen the spectral lines is to or greater than a 
minimum spacing at Which optical ?elds corresponding to 
any tWo adjacent spectral lines are incoherent With respect to 
each other at the output of the multimode optical ?ber. 

18. A system for as in claim 17, Wherein the optical 
processing element is con?gured such that it couples the 
modulated optical radiation to the input of the multimode 
optical ?ber With an angular spectrum Width substantially 
meeting or eXceeding the diffraction limit angle correspond 
ing to the diameter of the multimode ?ber. 

* * * * * 


