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(57) ABSTRACT 

A compact collapsible document holder includes a base and 
a back support coupled to the base. The back support 
includes a clip portion positioned betWeen tWo leg portions. 
In a preferred embodiment, a pair of support members is 
received in the base, each of the support members being 
extendible for holding the back support in an extended 
position relative to the base. A securing clip is also storable 
in the base and is used for anchoring the holder onto an 
object. When opened from its collapsed con?guration to an 
open or extended position, the holder supports a document 
betWeen the leg portions and the clip portion of the back 
support. 



Patent Application Publication Jan. 2, 2003 Sheet 1 0f 4 US 2003/0001064 A1 

22 
BB 

20 86 F|G.26B 
22 

L___ _ 



Patent Application Publication Jan. 2, 2003 Sheet 2 0f 4 US 2003/0001064 A1 



Patent Application Publication Jan. 2, 2003 Sheet 3 0f 4 US 2003/0001064 A1 

100 



Patent Application Publication Jan. 2, 2003 Sheet 4 0f 4 US 2003/0001064 A1 

a .wE 

N 6E 



US 2003/0001064 A1 

PORTABLE DOCUMENT HOLDER 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

[0001] This application is a Continuation-in-Part of co 
pending application Ser. No. 09/894,563; ?led Jun. 28, 2001. 

FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH OR 
DEVELOPMENT 

[0002] Not Applicable 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] The present invention is directed to a document or 
page holder and more speci?cally to a compact, portable 
document holder. 

[0004] Many current document holders, Which are used to 
hold documents in an upright position for reading While 
typing or entering data on a keyboard, tend to be bulky. This 
presents a problem especially for those Who use a laptop 
computer or other portable computer and travel from place 
to place, since the document holders are not easily stored in 
the laptop computer case or other attache. Consequently, a 
compact small document holder is desired. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0005] A document holder is provided that can collapse 
into a ?attened, compact con?guration. The document 
holder comprises a base and a back support coupled to the 
base. The back support comprises tWo opposing leg portions 
and a ?exible holding clip portion there betWeen. The leg 
portions have upper surfaces opposite loWer surfaces. The 
clip portion also has an upper surface opposite a loWer 
surface. In an exemplary embodiment, the clip portion loWer 
surface is convex and penetrates a plane tangential to the 
upper surfaces of both legs. 

[0006] At least one support member retains the back 
support in an extended position relative to the base. The 
support member is storable in the base. Asecuring clip, also 
storable in the base, is releasably received in a slot de?ned 
in the holder for securing the holder to an object. When the 
back support is in an extended position, a document can be 
held in a relatively upright position betWeen the back 
support legs and clip portions. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0007] FIG. 1 is a front perspective vieW of an exemplary 
embodiment holder of the present invention. 

[0008] FIG. 2 is a front vieW of the holder shoWn in FIG. 
1. 

[0009] FIG. 3 is a rear perspective vieW of the holder 
shoWn in FIG. 1. 

[0010] FIG. 4 is a top vieW of the holder shoWn in FIG. 
1 in a collapsed (i.e., closed) position. 

[0011] FIG. 5 is a perspective vieW of a securing clip 
Which is storable in the holder shoWn in FIG. 1. 

[0012] FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional vieW of the securing clip 
shoWn in FIG. 5. 
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[0013] FIG. 7 is a perspective vieW of the holder shoWn 
in FIG. 1 secured on an object using the securing clip shoWn 
in FIG. 5. 

[0014] FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional vieW of the holder 
shoWn in FIG. 1. 

[0015] FIG. 9 is a perspective vieW of the holder shoWn 
in FIG. 1 mounted on an object and holding a document. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0016] A portable document holder 10 is described beloW 
and illustrated in the draWings. In the exemplary embodi 
ment shoWn in FIG. 1, the portable document holder 10 is 
collapsible into a ?attened, compact con?guration 11, as 
shoWn in FIG. 4. In the exemplary embodiment, the holder 
10 comprises a base 12, a back support member 14 or back 
support, and a clip member 16 also referred to herein as 
“clip” or “holding clip” integral With the back support 
member. The back support member is coupled to the base. 
In the exemplary embodiment shoWn in FIG. 1, a front end 
18 of the back support is coupled to a front end 20 of the 
base. It should be noted that the terms “front,”“rear,”“back, 
"“forWard,”"rearWard,”“upper,”“loWer” are used herein for 
descriptive purposes to describe relative positions and not 
exact positions. 

[0017] In the exemplary embodiment shoWn in FIG. 1, the 
entire holder is made from polypropylene. Alternatively, the 
entire holder can be made from other plastic materials or 
metallic materials, such as aluminum. 

[0018] In the exemplary embodiment, the back support is 
coupled to the base via an integral hinge. In other Words, one 
or more thin hinge pieces 22 extends betWeen the front end 
20 of the base and the front end 18 of the back support 
(FIGS. 2 and 3). The back support 14, base 20 and hinge 
pieces 22 are all integral. The thin pieces of material forming 
the hinge pieces 22 are foldable or bendable, alloWing the 
back support to pivot relative to the base. In an alternate 
embodiment, other types of hinges, as for example non 
integral hinges, may be used to couple the front end of the 
back support to the front end of the base. 

[0019] In the exemplary embodiment, the back support 
comprises tWo leg portions or legs 26,28 extending trans 
versely from a front end member 32 of the back support to 
a rear end member 30. In the exemplary embodiment, the 
tWo legs 26, 28 are integrally formed With the front end 
member 32 and also integrally formed With the rear end 
member 30 of the back support. The tWo legs 26, 28 and rear 
end member 30 de?ne a generally inverted U-shape. The 
front end member, rear end member, and the tWo legs de?ne 
a central opening 34. The holding clip 16 is a ?exible 
member extending transversely from the front end member 
32 betWeen the tWo legs 26, 28. The holding clip has an 
upper surface 36 opposite a loWer surface 38. The holding 
clip loWer surface intercepts a plane tangent to the upper 
surfaces 40, 42 of both legs 26, 28. In the exemplary 
embodiment, the holding clip loWer surface 38 is a convex 
surface. The holding clip’s ?exibility may be enhanced by 
removing a portion 47 of the material forming the holding 
clip proximate the front member de?ning tWo opposite legs 
49 and 51 extending to the front member, as for example 
shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 2. 

[0020] In the exemplary embodiment shoWn in FIGS. 1 
and 3, the base portion has an internal Well 24 de?ned by a 
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?oor 43 and a surrounding sidewall 45. The Well 24 accom 
modates the back support When in the closed position shoWn 
in FIG. 4. The siZe of the back support is such that it ?ts 
Within the Well de?ned in the base When the back support is 
collapsed relative to the base. To maintain the back support 
in an extended position relative to the base, tWo support 
members 44,46 are used as shoWn in FIG. 3. HoWever, 
instead of tWo, only one support member may be incorpo 
rated. In the exemplary embodiment shoWn in FIG. 3, the 
support members are cut out from a portion of the Well ?oor 
43 de?ning complementary support member openings 
48,50, respectively. In the exemplary embodiment, the open 
ings 48, 50 are de?ned by peripheral edges 55, but they do 
not penetrate the entire thickness of the Well ?oor 43, 
thereby de?ning corresponding depressions for storing the 
corresponding support members. Alternatively, the support 
member Well openings 48, 50 may penetrate the entire 
thickness of the Well ?oor 43. With this alternative con?gu 
ration for the openings 48, 50, the edges 55 of the Would 
preferably be tapered toWard each other in a direction aWay 
from the back support. The tapered edges reduce the siZe of 
the opening to prevent the support members from being 
pushed through their corresponding openings When being 
stored in the base. 

[0021] In the exemplary embodiment shoWn in FIG. 3, 
each of the support members 44,46 comprises a main body 
portion 53 from Which extends a neck portion 52 that 
terminates in a head 54. The heads 54 of each of the support 
members “snaps” into a corresponding slot 56, 58 de?ned in 
a loWer surface of each leg 28, 26 of the back support. In the 
exemplary embodiment, each of these slots 56, 58, as shoWn 
in FIG. 3, is formed by four protrusions 60 that are spaced 
apart, forming a quad that alloWs the neck portion 52 to ?t 
betWeen tWo of the protrusions 60 and the head 54 to ?t 
Within all four of the protrusions 60. 

[0022] In the exemplary embodiment shoWn in FIG. 3, the 
Width 62 of each support member Well opening 48, 50, 
decreases in a direction opposite of the front end 20 of the 
base, i.e., in a rearWard direction. To maintain the back 
support in an extended position, the head and neck portions 
of the support members 44, 46 are “snapped” into place in 
their corresponding slots 56,58 formed on the back support. 
The opposite end 64, 66 of each support member 44, 46 is 
?tted Within the Widest portion of its corresponding support 
member Well opening 48, 50. Because the support member 
Well openings 48, 50 decrease in Width in a rearWard 
direction, the ends 64,66 cannot slide rearWardly relative to 
their corresponding opening. In turn, the support members 
44, 46 are able to maintain the back support in an extended, 
generally upright position. In an alternate embodiment, the 
ends 64, 66 of the support members 44,46 may be pivotally 
coupled to the base, as for example by an integral hinge 67 
shoWn in dashed lines in FIG. 8, or another type of hinge 
such as a pin (not shoWn). 

[0023] A through slot 68 is de?ned on the front end of the 
holder. In the exemplary embodiment shoWn in FIG. 2, the 
slot 68 is de?ned through the front ends of the back support 
and base. In other Words, an upper portion of the slot is 
de?ned on the back support and a loWer portion of the slot 
is de?ned on the base. The slot 68 is designed to accom 
modate a securing clip 70 (FIG. 5) for anchoring the holder 
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on to object 72, such as a mouse pad, a desk blotter, a stack 
of papers, a note pad, or any other object, as for example 
shoWn in FIG. 7. 

[0024] In the exemplary embodiment, the securing clip 70 
is integrally formed With an upper plate 74 and a loWer plate 
76 integrally coupled to the upper plate via an end portion 
78, as shoWn in FIGS. 5 and 6. A channel 80 is de?ned by 
the plates 74, 76 and the end portion 78. The securing clip 
70 may be formed With a cut-out 73 across one of its plates 
to provide access to the other plate so that a user may spread 

the plates apart for grasping on object betWeen the plates so 
as to secure the clip 70 to the object. More cutouts 75 may 
be included for providing access from one plate to the other. 
The securing clip 70 is ?tted through the slot 68 from the 
front end of the holder by pushing the end portion of the 
securing clip into the slot. In the exemplary embodiment 
shoWn in FIG. 5, tWo protrusions 82 extend from opposite 
sides of the securing clip proximately the securing clip end 
portion 78. As shoWn in FIGS. 2 and 8, the slot 68 has a pair 
of opposed sides 86 and 88, each of Which includes a groove 
84 (one of Which is shoWn in FIG. 8) to receive the 
protrusions 82. By forming the securing clip 70 from a 
resilient material, as for example, polypropylene, the pro 
trusions 82 have a degree of ?exibility. In this regard, as the 
securing clip 70 is pushed through the slot 68, the protru 
sions 82 compress. When the protrusions 82 reach their 
corresponding grooves 84, the protrusions expand into the 
grooves 84, maintaining the securing clip 70 engaged to the 
slot 68. 

[0025] In the exemplary embodiment, the securing clip 70 
?ts in a complementary securing clip opening 90 formed on 
the base Well ?oor 43. The clip opening 90 may only 
penetrate a portion of the Well ?oor thickness de?ning a 
depression for storing the securing clip 70, or the opening 90 
may penetrate the entire thickness of the Well ?oor. If it 
penetrates the entire thickness, the edges 92 of the opening 
may be tapered so as to reduce the area of the opening in a 

direction aWay from the back support so as to provide 
support for the securing clip When stored in the securing clip 
opening. 

[0026] When the back support collapses onto the base, it 
?ts Within the Well 24. A lock protrusion 94 may be formed 
extending from a section of the back support, as for example 
the rear end member 30 of the back support as shoWn in 
FIG. 1. The lock protrusion ?ts into a corresponding groove 
96 formed on the base portion When the back support is 
collapsed against the base portion. By making the protrusion 
94 from a ?exible material, the lock protrusion compresses 
and expands into its corresponding groove 96 When the back 
support is collapsed against the base, thereby “locking” the 
back support against the base. 

[0027] In the exemplary embodiment shoWn in FIGS. 1,3 
and 4, depressions 98 and 100 are formed in the sideWall 45 
on opposite ends of the base to provide access for grasping 
and extending the back support from the base When the back 
support is locked in a closed or collapsed position against the 
base. In an alternate embodiment, only one depression is 
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formed. By forming the base With tWo depressions that are 
linearly aligned With each other as in the exemplary embodi 
ment, the depressions may be used to accommodate a pen or 
other object for providing a Weight for stabilizing the base 
and obviating the need to secure the base to another object. 

[0028] To operate the exemplary embodiment holder, a 
user pops open the back support from the base and extends 
it relative to the base. The support members 44, 46 are then 
pivoted up from the Well ?oor and their heads 54 are inserted 
into the corresponding slots 56, 58 formed on the bottom 
surface of the back support. The support members retain the 
back support in an upright position. In a preferred embodi 
ment, the back support is inclined relative to the base at an 
angle 110 betWeen 60° and 70° When supported by the 
support members in the upright position. HoWever, it is 
believed that a 64° to 66° angle is optimum for providing an 
angle 112 betWeen the base and the document held of about 
74° to 76°. By changing the length of the support members, 
the angle of the back support relative to the base can be 
changed. Furthermore, the angle of the document held in 
place by the holder can also be changed, although to a lesser 
degree, by changing the amount of resilience in the holding 
clip 16, and/or the angle of the holding clip convex surface 
38 pressing against the document. The securing clip 70 may 
also be removed from the Well ?oor 43 and inserted into the 
front slot 68 to provide a means for anchoring the holder 
onto an object, as shoWn in FIGS. 7 and 9. 

[0029] Asingle page or multiple pages of a document 104 
(FIG. 9) may be positioned betWeen the back support legs 
26, 28 and the rear surface 38 of the holding clip member 16. 
The rear surface of the clip member attempts to push the 
page or pages through a plane tangential to the upper 
surfaces 40, 42 of the back support. This causes the docu 
ment 104 to bend slightly as shoWn in FIG. 9 and as shoWn 
by the dashed line 106 in FIGS. 1 and 3. This bending 
causes the document to be retained in an upright position. In 
the exemplary embodiment, the convex loWer surface 38 of 
the holding clip 16 imparts a smooth bend in the document 
104. 

[0030] The portable document holder of the present inven 
tion, When collapsed, is very compact, substantially ?at, and 
relatively small. For example, the exemplary embodiment 
holder in its collapsed, compact con?guration, may be about 
6 cm (2.4 in.) Wide by about 5 cm (2 in.) long and by about 
1 cm (0.4 in.) high. The exemplary embodiment holder made 
from polypropylene has a Weight, including the securing clip 
70, of about 10 grams (1/3 02.). 

[0031] Although the present invention has been described 
and illustrated With respect to various exemplary embodi 
ments thereof, it is to be understood that it is not so limited, 
since changes and modi?cations may be made therein Which 
are Within the full intended scope of this invention as herein 
after claimed. For example, the base of the holder may be 
formed Without a Well. An external clip or other means may 
be used to retain the back support against the base When in 
the collapsed position. The support members and securing 
clip may still be stored in depressions or openings de?ned in 
the base. The Well in the base may also be used to store other 
small accessories that may be useful to a person using the 
document holder. For example, a small keyboard brush may 
also be releasably attached to the Well. 
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What is claimed is: 
1. A document holder comprising: 

a base; and 

a back support pivotally coupled to the base, Wherein the 
back support can pivot from a ?rst position against the 
base to a second position aWay from the base, the back 
support comprising: 

tWo spaced apart leg portions; and 

a holding clip there betWeen and spaced apart from 
both of said tWo leg portions, Wherein the holding 
clip comprises a ?rst concave surface opposite a 
second surface, Wherein the ?rst surface faces the 
base When in the ?rst position. 

2. A holder as recited in claim 1, Wherein the concave 
surface intersects a plane tangential to both leg portions. 

3. A holder as recited in claim 1, further comprising a 
support member, Wherein, When the back support is in the 
second position, the support member is coupled to the back 
support and to the base for retaining the back support in the 
second position. 

4. A holder as recited in claim 3, Wherein the support 
member comprises a ?rst end coupled to the back support 
and a second end pivotally coupled to a support opening 
de?ned in the base. 

5. A holder as recited in claim 4, Wherein said support 
opening is con?gured for receiving the support member. 

6. A holder as recited in claim 5, Wherein the base 
comprises a base Well de?ned by a base Well ?oor sur 
rounded by a side Wall, the Well being con?gured to receive 
the back support When the back support is in the ?rst 
position, Wherein said support opening is de?ned in the base 
?oor. 

7. Aholder as recited in claim 5, Wherein the back support 
comprises an end and Wherein the base comprises an end and 
Wherein the end of the back support is pivotally coupled to 
the end of the base, and Wherein a slot is de?ned through the 
end of the base, the holder further comprising a securing clip 
having a ?rst surface, an end surface extending from the ?rst 
surface and a second surface extending from the end surface, 
Wherein the ?rst surface is opposite and spaced apart from 
the second surface de?ning a channel there betWeen, and 
Wherein the securing clip is removably receivable Within the 
slot by inserting the end surface into the slot. 

8. A holder as recited in claim 7, further comprising a 
securing clip opening formed in the base Well ?oor for 
storing the securing clip. 

9. Aholder as recited in claim 8, Wherein the securing clip 
comprises a ?rst protrusion extending laterally from the 
securing clip and a second protrusion extending opposite the 
?rst protrusion from an opposite side of the securing clip and 
Wherein the slot comprises a ?rst side Wall opposite a second 
side Wall and Wherein a groove is located in each of the ?rst 
and second side Walls, each of the grooves being con?gured 
to receive one of the ?rst and second protrusions. 

10. A holder as recited in claim 4, Wherein the support 
member is a ?rst support member and the support opening 
is a ?rst support opening, the holder further comprising: 

a second support member; and 

a second support opening formed in the base; 
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wherein, When the back support is in the second position, 
said second support member is coupled to the back 
support and to the base for retaining the back support 
in the second position; 

Wherein the ?rst support opening is con?gured to receive 
the ?rst support member; and 

Wherein the second support opening is con?gured to 
receive said second support member. 

11. A holder as recited in claim 9, Wherein the base, back 
support and holding clip are integrally formed. 

12. Aholder as recited in claim 11, Wherein the base, back 
support, holding clip, support member and securing clip are 
formed from polypropylene. 

13. A holder as recited in claim 7, Wherein the back 
support comprises a second end opposite the end coupled to 
the base, Wherein the tWo legs and tWo ends are integrally 
formed, and Wherein the holding clip is spaced apart from 
the second end. 

14. A document holder comprising: 

a base; 

a back support pivotally coupled to the base, Wherein the 
back support can pivot from a ?rst position against the 
base to a second position aWay from the base, the back 
support comprising: 

tWo spaced apart leg portions; 

a holding clip betWeen the tWo leg portions and spaced 
apart from both of said tWo leg portions; and 

a support member, Wherein When the back support is in 
the second position the support member has a ?rst 
end coupled to the back support and a second end 
coupled to a support opening de?ned in the base, 
Wherein said support opening is con?gured for 
receiving the support member. 

15. A holder as recited in claim 14, Wherein the base 
includes a Well de?ned by a base Well ?oor surrounded by 
a side Wall, the Well being con?gured to receive the back 
support When the back support is in the ?rst position, 
Wherein said support opening is de?ned in the base Well 
?oor. 

16. A holder as recited in claim 15, Wherein the back 
support comprises an end and Wherein the base comprises an 
end and Wherein the end of the back support is pivotally 
coupled to the end of the base, and Wherein a slot is de?ned 
through the end of the base, the holder further comprising a 
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securing clip having a ?rst surface, an end surface extending 
from the ?rst surface and a second surface extending from 
the end surface, Wherein the ?rst surface is opposite and 
spaced apart from the second surface de?ning a channel 
therebetWeen, and Wherein the securing clip is removably 
received in the slot by inserting the end surface into the slot. 

17. A holder as recited in claim 16, further comprising a 
securing clip opening formed in the base Well ?oor for 
storing the securing clip. 

18. A holder as recited in claim 17, Wherein the securing 
clip comprises a ?rst protrusion extending laterally from the 
securing clip and a second protrusion extending opposite the 
?rst protrusion from an opposite side of the securing clip and 
Wherein the slot comprises a ?rst side Wall opposite a second 
side Wall and Wherein a groove is located in each of the ?rst 
and second side Walls, each of the grooves being con?gured 
to receive one of the ?rst and second protrusions. 

19. A document holder comprising: 

a base having an end; 

a back support having an end and pivotally coupled to the 
base, Wherein the back support can pivot from a ?rst 
position against the base to a second position aWay 
from the base, the back support comprising: 

tWo spaced apart leg portions; and 

a holding clip betWeen the leg portions and spaced 
apart from both of said tWo leg portions; 

a support member having ?rst and second ends and 
con?gured and located so that When the back support 
is in the second position, the ?rst end of the support 
member is coupled to the back support and the 
second end is coupled to the base; 

a slot de?ned through the end of the base; and 

a securing clip having a ?rst surface, an end surface 
extending from the ?rst surface and a second surface 
extending from the end surface, Wherein the ?rst 
surface is opposite and spaced apart from the second 
surface de?ning a channel there betWeen, and 
Wherein the securing clip is removably received in 
the slot by inserting the end surface into the slot. 

20. A holder as recited in claim 19, further comprising a 
securing clip opening formed in the base for storing the 
securing clip. 


