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According to the invention, oscillating signals are generated 
from analog signals by providing an analog signal having a 
variable slope or amplitude to a circuit With a variable 

operating point and having a transfer function characterized 
by an unstable operating region bounded by a ?rst and a 
second stable operating region. The unstable operating 
region contains a ?rst and a second reference point. The 
circuit is capable of producing an oscillating signal having 
a variable duty cycle, the duty cycle increasing as the 
variable operating point is positioned closer to the ?rst 
reference point, the duty cycle decreasing as the variable 
operating point is positioned closer to the second reference 
point. The variable operating point is positioned substan 
tially Within the unstable region to produce the oscillating 
signal. The positioning of the operating point relative to the 
?rst and the second reference points is a function of the 
variable slope or amplitude of the analog signal. The oscil 
lating signal is capable of being used to directly or indirectly 
generate a delta rnodulation or sigrna delta rnodulation 
signal corresponding to the analog signal. 
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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR DELTA 
MODULATOR AND SIGMA DELTA MODULATOR 

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application is related to US. application Ser. 
No. 09/429,527 for METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR 
GENERATING PULSES FROM ANALOG WAVE 
FORMS, ?led Oct. 28, 1999, Which is owned by the 
Assignee of the present invention and is herein incorporated 
by reference for all purposes. 

STATEMENT AS TO RIGHTS TO INVENTIONS 
MADE UNDER FEDERALLY SPONSORED 

RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT 

[0002] Not Applicable 

REFERENCE TO A “SEQUENCE LISTING,” A 
TABLE, OR A COMPUTER PROGRAM LISTING 

APPENDIX SUBMITTED ON A COMPACT 
DISK 

[0003] Not Applicable 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0004] Delta modulators and sigma delta modulators have 
existed for many years and have potential to be used in a 
Wide range of applications such as communication systems, 
precision measurement devices, audio systems, and many 
others. Operation of the delta modulator and sigma delta 
modulator transforms a band-limited input signal into a 
one-bit output signal such that output pulse density of the 
output signals is modulated by the input signal. The trans 
formation process is achieved by oversampling the input 
signal. Information about these modulators can be easily 
obtained on World Wide Web, technical notes, and journal 
publications. See B. P. AgraWal and K. Shenoi, Design 
Methodology For Sigma-Delta-M, IEEE Trans. Commun., 
vol. COM-31, pp.360-370, March 1983; J. W. Scott, W. L. 
C. Giancario, and C. G. Sodini, A CMOS slope adaptive 
delta modulator, in Proc. IEEE Int. Solid-State Circuits 
Conf., February 1986, pp.130-131; David Jarman, A Brief 
Introduction to Sigma Delta Conversion, Harris Semicon 
ductor Application Note, May 1995; and ADDA: CD Data 
Conversion (last modi?ed Nov. 28, 1999) <http:// 
WWW.oW1net.rice.edu/~-elec301/Projects99/adda/in 
dex.html>. 

[0005] FIG. 1A shoWs building blocks for a conventional 
implementation of a delta modulator 10. An input signal 12 
is received by a summing circuit 14. The summing circuit 14 
also receives integrated output pulses from an integrator 16. 
A difference signal from the summing circuit 14 is applied 
to a quantiZer 18. The quantiZer 18 generates an output 
signal 19 that is applied to the integrator 16. The output 
signal 19 generated by the quantiZer 18 is a positive pulse 
When the difference signal is negative. The output signal 19 
generated by the quantiZer 18 is a negative pulse When the 
difference signal is positive. An external oversampling clock 
11 drives the delta modulator 10. This illustrates that the 
output of a delta modulator consists of pulses modulated by 
the slope of the input signal. 

[0006] FIG. 1B shoWs building blocks for a conventional 
implementation of a sigma delta modulator 20. The sigma 
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delta modulator is a modi?cation of the delta modulator. The 
modi?cation is made to avoid slope overload due to loW 
oversampling ratio. An input 22 is received by a summing 
circuit 24. The summing circuit 24 also receives an output 
signal 29. A difference signal from the summing circuit 24 
is applied to an integrator 26. An integrated signal from the 
integrator 26 is applied to a quantiZer 28. The quantiZer 
generates the output signal 29. An external oversampling 
clock 21 drives the sigma delta modulator 20. This illustrates 
that the output of a sigma delta modulator consists of pulses 
modulated by the amplitude of the input signal. 

[0007] FIG. 2 illustrates the measured poWer of both the 
output signal and the quantization noise in a conventional 
implementation of a delta modulator or sigma delta modu 
lator. Here, the oversampling rate determines the frequency 
range of the quantization noise shoWn. As can be seen, if 
oversampling rate is too loW, the quantiZation noise might 
not be Well separated from the desired output signal, and that 
may seriously affects the quality of the output signal. 

[0008] Since quantiZation noise is directly related to over 
sampling ratios, increasing the oversampling rate is a logical 
approach to reducing effects of quantiZation noise. HoWever, 
as illustrated by FIGS. 1A and 1B, conventional implemen 
tations of both the delta modulator and the sigma delta 
modulator require a number of circuit blocks, such as an 
integrator, a summing circuit, a quantiZer, and an external 
oversampling clock to drive the modulator. To operate all of 
this hardWare at an oversampled rate, Which is usually much 
larger than the input signal bandWidth, requires great circuit 
complexity. In addition, a higher oversampling ratio requires 
a higher speed external oversampling clock, Which can add 
a signi?cant or even prohibitive cost. Thus increasing the 
oversampling rate has not been practical in conventional 
implementations of the delta an sigma delta modulators. 
Increasing the order of the modulator can also decrease 
quantiZation noise, hoWever, such an approach also 
increases circuit complexity and tend to result in less stable 
systems. 

[0009] For the above reasons, conventional implementa 
tions of the delta modulator and sigma delta modulator have 
limited the use these conceptually elegant devices to loW 
frequency applications. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0010] According to the invention, oscillating signals are 
generated from analog signals by providing an analog signal 
having a variable slope or amplitude to a circuit With a 
variable operating point and having a transfer function 
characteriZed by an unstable operating region bounded by a 
?rst and a second stable operating region. The unstable 
operating region contains a ?rst and a second reference 
point. The circuit is capable of producing an oscillating 
signal having a variable duty cycle, the duty cycle increasing 
as the variable operating point is positioned closer to the ?rst 
reference point, the duty cycle decreasing as the variable 
operating point is positioned closer to the second reference 
point. The variable operating point is positioned substan 
tially Within the unstable region to produce the oscillating 
signal. The positioning of the operating point relative to the 
?rst and the second reference points is a function of the 
variable slope or amplitude of the analog signal. The oscil 
lating signal is capable of being used to directly or indirectly 
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generate a delta modulation or sigma delta modulation 
signal corresponding to the analog signal. 

[0011] In a speci?c embodiment, the oscillating signal 
comprises a plurality of pulses. 

[0012] In a speci?c embodiment, a more positive value of 
the slope or amplitude of the analog signal corresponds to a 
closer positioning of the variable operating point relative to 
one of the ?rst and the second reference points, and Wherein 
a more negative value of the slope or amplitude of the analog 
signal corresponds to a closer positioning of the variable 
operating point relative to another of the ?rst and the second 
reference points. 

[0013] The invention Will be better understood by refer 
ence to the folloWing description in connection With the 
accompanying draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0014] FIG. 1A shoWs building blocks for a conventional 
implementation of a delta modulator; 

[0015] FIG. 1B shoWs building blocks for a conventional 
implementation of a sigma delta modulator; 

[0016] FIG. 2 illustrates the measured poWer of both the 
output signal and the quantization noise in a conventional 
implementation of a delta modulator or sigma delta modu 
lator; 
[0017] FIG. 3 illustrates use of a circuit having an 
S-shaped transfer function characteriZed by an unstable 
operating region bounded by a ?rst stable operating region 
and a second stable operating region; 

[0018] FIG. 4 shoWs a circuit that is an example of the 
system shoWn in FIG. 3; 

[0019] FIG. 5 shoWs the input and output of a delta 
modulator using a circuit con?guration having an S-Shape 
transfer characteristic, such as the circuit shoWn in FIG. 4; 

[0020] FIG. 6 illustrates use of a circuit having an 
N-shaped transfer function characteriZed by an unstable 
operating region bounded by a ?rst stable operating region 
and a second stable operating region; 

[0021] FIG. 7 shoWs a circuit that is an example of the 
system shoWn in FIG. 6; and 

[0022] FIG. 8 illustrates a typical measured response of a 
delta modulator using a circuit con?guration having an 
N-Shape transfer characteristic, such as the circuit shoWn in 
FIG. 7. 

DESCRIPTION OF SPECIFIC EMBODIMENTS 

[0023] FIG. 3 illustrates use of a circuit 302 having an 
S-shaped transfer function 304 characteriZed by an unstable 
operating region 306 bounded by a ?rst stable operating 
region 305 and a second stable operating region 307. Adelta 
modulator can be implemented by applying an input signal 
308 to the circuit 302. At any given time, the circuit 302 
operates at an operating point along the S-shaped transfer 
function 304, Which is de?ned on an X and Y axis. For 
implementing the delta modulator, the operating point is 
kept primarily Within the unstable operating region 306. The 
regions above and beloW the unstable operating region 306 
are the stable operating regions 305 and 307, respectively. In 
one preferred embodiment, the unstable operating region 
306 is symmetrical, in at least one characteristic, about the 
origin of the X and Y axis, as to provide some measure of 
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symmetry in responding to the input signal 308. Keeping the 
operating point Within the unstable operating region 306 
causes the circuit 302 to generate pulses at an output 310 of 
the circuit 302. 

[0024] Moving the position of the operating point Within 
the unstable region 306 cause the duty cycle of the pulses to 
vary. In one embodiment, When the operating point is at the 
center of the unstable operating region 306, the duty cycle 
of the pulses generated by the circuit 302 is at or near 50%. 
As the operating point is driven closer to reference point 
Yup, the duty cycle become larger (i.e. larger than 50%), and 
as the operating point is driven closer to another reference 
point Ylo, the duty cycle becomes smaller (i.e. smaller than 
50%). Reference points Yup and Y10 can be adjusted to 
provide the desired dynamic range for the circuit 302. An 
example set of equations that describe the operation of the 
circuit 302 are as folloWs: 

[0025] The operating point for S-Shape transfer charac 
teristic circuit can be found by setting dY/dt=0 and dX/dt=0. 
This is equivalent to the intersection betWeen the lines 
Y=\P(x) and X=dVS/(Xdt, Where dVS/dt denotes the slope of 
the input signal 308. Here, it can be seen that it is the slope 
of the input signal 308 that drives the operating point and 
therefore determines the duty cycle of the pulse generated at 
the output. 

[0026] FIG. 4 shoWs a circuit 400 that is an example of the 
system shoWn in FIG. 3. Here, the state the state variables 
X and Y correspond to a current I (402) and a voltage V 
(404), respectively. An input 406 is connected to one end of 
a capacitor 408. The other end of the capacitor 408 is 
connected to an inverting input terminal of an op-amp 410. 
The inverting input terminal of the op-amp 410 is also 
connected to one end of a resistor 416. The other end of the 
resistor 416 is connected to an output terminal of the op-amp 
410. A non-inverting input terminal of the op-amp 410 is 
connected to one end of a resistor 418. The other end of the 
resistor 418 is connected to the output terminal of the 
op-amp 410. The non-inverting input terminal of the op-amp 
410 is also connected to one end of a resistor 420. The other 
end of the resistor 420 is connected to ground. The output 
terminal of the op-amp 410 is connected to an output 422. 

[0027] Note that the circuit 400 shoWn in FIG. 4 is quite 
simple and does not require any external oversampling 
clock. The frequency of pulses generated by the circuit 400 
can be increased or decreased by simply modifying the value 
of components in the circuit 400. Thus, this circuit illustrates 
the ability of the present invention to alloW implementations 
of the operation of a delta modulator Without the use of any 
complex circuitry or external oversampling clock. 

[0028] Here, DC biases V1 (412) and V2 (414) of the 
op-amp 410 are set to 1.5 V and —1.5 V, respectively. By 
changing V1 and V2, Y10 and Yup can be adjusted to desired 
values. The capacitor 408 is selected to have a capacitance 
of C1=0.02 uF. The resistors 416, 418, and 420 are selected 
to be 1 k9, 1009, and 1009, respectively. The circuit 
parameters presented here contribute to characteristics of the 
system, such as pulse densities. For example, in the case of 
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DC biasing, With the resistors 418 and 420 ?xed, the 
frequency of pulses generated can be increased by reducing 
R2C1,Where R2 represents the resistance of the resistor 416 
and C1 represents the capacitance of the capacitor 408. 
Nevertheless, the circuit(s) presented here and elsewhere in 
this application are merely illustrative examples. Different 
con?gurations, parameter, component values, and/or set 
tings may also be used to achieve this embodiment of the 
present invention. 

[0029] Thus, the circuit 400 is a realiZation of the opera 
tion of a delta modulator With the input 406 and the output 
422. In this circuit, When the slope of the signal from the 
input 406 is negative, the duty cycle of pulses produced at 
the output 422 is larger than 50% because the operating 
point is closer to Yup. On the other hand, When the slope of 
the signal from the input 406 is positive, the duty cycle of 
the pulses produced at the output 422 is smaller than 50% 
because the operating point is closer to Ylo. For this case, the 
operating point of the circuit can be found by the intersection 
of the lines V=\P(I) and I=C1dVS/dt, Where V5 is the voltage 
of the signal from the input 406. 

[0030] FIG. 5 shoWs the input and output of a delta 
modulator using a circuit con?guration having an S-Shape 
transfer characteristic, such as the circuit shoWn in FIG. 4. 
An input signal 502 is a sine Wave. An output signal 504 
corresponding to the input signal 502 is a string of pulses 
With varying Widths. As seen in FIG. 5, the pulses are 
modulated. For example, the pulse Width is Wider When the 
input signal slope is more negative, verifying the fact that 
the slope of the input signal is modulating the pulses. 

[0031] FIG. 6 illustrates use of a circuit 602 having an 
N-shaped transfer function 604 characteriZed by an unstable 
operating region 606 bounded by a ?rst stable operating 
region 605 and a second stable operating region 607. A 
sigma delta modulator can be implemented by applying an 
input signal 608 to the circuit 602. At any given time, the 
circuit 602 operates at an operating point along the N-shaped 
transfer function 604, Which is de?ned on an X and Y axis. 
For implementing the sigma delta modulator, the operating 
point is kept primarily Within the unstable operating region 
606. The regions to the left and right of the unstable 
operating region 606 are the stable operating regions 605 
and 607, respectively. FIG. 6 also shoWs that in one pre 
ferred embodiment, the unstable operating region 606 is 
symmetrical about the origin of the X and Y axis, provide a 
measure of symmetry in responding to the input signal 608. 
Keeping the operating point Within the unstable operating 
region 606 causes the circuit 602 to generate pulses at an 
output 610 of the circuit 602. 

[0032] Moving the position of the operating point Within 
the unstable region 606 cause the duty cycle of the pulses to 
vary. In one embodiment, When the operating point is at the 
center of the unstable operating region 606, the duty cycle 
of the pulses generated by the circuit 602 is at or near 50%. 
As the operating point is driven closer to reference point 
Yup, the duty cycle become larger (i.e. larger than 50%), and 
as the operating point is driven closer to another reference 
point Ylo, the duty cycle becomes smaller (i.e. smaller than 
50%). Reference points Yu and Y10 can be adjusted to 
provide the desired dynamic range for the circuit 602. An 
example set of equations that describe the operation of the 
circuit 602 are as folloWs: 
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[0033] The operating point for N-Shape transfer charac 
teristic circuit can be found by setting dY/dt=0 and dX/dt=0. 
This is equivalent to the intersection betWeen the X=\P(Y) 
line and Y=VS, Where VS denotes the input signal 608. Here, 
it can be seen that it is the amplitude of the input signal 608 
that drives the operating point and therefore determines the 
duty cycle of the pulse generated at the output. 

[0034] FIG. 7 shoWs a circuit 700 that is an example of the 
system shoWn in FIG. 6. Here, the state the state variables 
X and Y correspond to a current I(702) and a voltage V 
(704), respectively. An input 706 is connected to one end of 
an inductor 708. The other end of the inductor 708 is 
connected to a non-inverting input terminal of an op-amp 
710. The non-inverting input terminal of the op-amp 710 is 
also connected to one end of a resistor 716. The other end of 
the resistor 716 is connected to an output terminal of the 
op-amp 710. An inverting input terminal of the op-amp 710 
is connected to one end of a resistor 718. The other end of 
the resistor 718 is connected to the output terminal of the 
op-amp 710. The inverting input terminal of the op-amp 710 
is also connected to one end of a resistor 720. The other end 
of the resistor 720 is connected to ground. The output 
terminal of the op-amp 710 is connected to an output 722. 

[0035] Note that the circuit 700 shoWn in FIG. 7 is quite 
simple and does not require any external oversampling 
clock. The frequency of pulses generated by the circuit 700 
can be increased or decreased by simply modifying the value 
of components in the circuit 700. As an example, in the case 
that the DC biasing, resistors 718 and 720 are ?xed, the 
frequency of pulses generated can be altered by varying L/R, 
Where L is the inductor 708 and R is the resistor 716. Thus, 
this circuit illustrates the ability of the present invention to 
alloW implementations of the operation of a sigma delta 
modulator Without the use of any complex circuitry or 
external oversampling clock. 

[0036] Here, DC biases Vcc (712) and Vdd (714) of the 
op-amp 710 are set to 5 V and —5 V, respectively. By 
changing Vcc and Vdd, Y10 and Yup can be adjusted to desired 
values. The inductor 708 is selected to have an inductance of 
L=1 mH. The resistors 716, 718, and 720 are selected to be 
1 k9, 1 k9, and 5009, respectively. The circuit parameters 
presented here contribute to characteristics of the system, 
such as pulse densities. For example, in the case of DC 
biasing, With the resistors 718 and 720 ?xed, the frequency 
of pulses generated can be adjusted by varying L/R, Where 
L is the inductance of the inductor 708 and R is the 
resistance of the resistor 716. Nevertheless, the circuit(s) 
presented here and elseWhere in this application are merely 
illustrative examples. Different con?gurations, parameter, 
component values, and/or settings may also be used to 
achieve this embodiment of the present invention. 

[0037] Thus, the circuit 700 is a realiZation of the opera 
tion of a sigma delta modulator With the input 706 and the 
output 722. Operation of this circuit 700 can be compared to 
that of the circuit 400 discussed above that realiZes the 
operation of a delta modulator, With the exception that the 
duty cycle of the pulses of this circuit 700 responds to the 
amplitude, as opposed to the slope of the input signal. 



US 2002/0196168 A1 

[0038] FIG. 8 illustrates a typical measured response of a 
sigma delta modulator using a circuit con?guration having 
an N-Shape transfer characteristic, such as the circuit shoWn 
in FIG. 7. An input signal 802 is a sine Wave. An output 
signal 804 corresponding to the input signal 802 is a string 
of pulses With varying Widths. As seen in FIG. 8, the pulses 
are modulated. The pulse Width depends on the amplitude of 
the input signal, verifying the fact that the amplitude of the 
input signal is modulating the pulses. 

[0039] Although the present invention has been described 
in terms of speci?c embodiments, it should be apparent to 
those skilled in the art that the scope of the present invention 
is not limited to the described speci?c embodiments. 

[0040] The speci?cation and draWings are, accordingly, to 
be regarded in an illustrative rather than a restrictive sense. 
It Will, hoWever, be evident that additions, subtractions, 
substitutions, and other modi?cations may be made Without 
departing from the broader spirit and scope of the invention 
as set forth in the claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. Amethod for generating oscillating signals from analog 

signals comprising: 
providing an analog signal having a variable slope to a 

circuit With a variable operating point and having a 
transfer function characteriZed by an unstable operating 
region bounded by a ?rst and a second stable operating 
region, said unstable operating region containing a ?rst 
and a second reference point, said circuit capable of 
producing an oscillating signal having a variable duty 
cycle, said duty cycle increasing as said variable oper 
ating point is positioned closer to said ?rst reference 
point, said duty cycle decreasing as said variable oper 
ating point is positioned closer to said second reference 
point; and 

positioning said variable operating point substantially 
Within said unstable region to produce said oscillating 
signal, said positioning of said variable operating point 
being dependent on said variable slope of said analog 
signal, 

Wherein said positioning of said operating point relative to 
said ?rst and said second reference points is a function 
of said variable slope of said analog signal, 

Wherein said oscillating signal is capable of being used to 
directly or indirectly generate a delta modulation signal 
corresponding to said analog signal. 

2. The method of claim 1 Wherein said ?rst and said 
second reference points can be adjusted to provide a desired 
dynamic range of said circuit. 

3. The method of claim 1 Wherein a more positive value 
of said slope of said analog signal corresponds to a closer 
positioning of said variable operating point relative to one of 
said ?rst and said second reference points, and Wherein a 
more negative value of said slope of said analog signal 
corresponds to a closer positioning of said variable operating 
point relative to another of said ?rst and said second 
reference points. 

4. The method of claim 1 Wherein said unstable operating 
region is symmetrical about a center location betWeen said 
?rst reference point and said second reference point, Wherein 
positioning of said variable operating point at or near said 
center location corresponds to said duty cycle being at or 
near 50%. 
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5. The method of claim 1 Wherein said oscillating signal 
comprises a plurality of pulses. 

6. The method of claim 1 further comprising a step of 
generating said delta modulation signal from said oscillating 
signal. 

7. An apparatus for generating oscillating signals from 
analog signals comprising: 

a circuit With a variable operating point and having a 
transfer function characteriZed by an unstable operating 
region bounded by a ?rst and a second stable operating 
region, said unstable operating region containing a ?rst 
and a second reference point, said circuit capable of 
producing an oscillating signal having a variable duty 
cycle, said duty cycle increasing as said variable oper 
ating point is positioned closer to said ?rst reference 
point, said duty cycle decreasing as said variable oper 
ating point is positioned closer to said second reference 
point; and 

an input providing an analog signal having a variable 
slope to said circuit, Wherein said variable operating 
point is positioned substantially Within said unstable 
region to produce said oscillating signal, Wherein posi 
tioning of said variable operating point relative to said 
?rst and said second reference points corresponds to 
said variable slope of said analog signal; 

Wherein said oscillating signal is capable of being used to 
directly or indirectly generate a delta modulation signal 
corresponding to said analog signal. 

8. The apparatus of claim 7 Wherein said ?rst and said 
second reference points can be adjusted to provide a desired 
dynamic range of said circuit. 

9. The apparatus of claim 7 Wherein a more positive value 
of said slope of said analog signal corresponds to a closer 
positioning of said variable operating point relative to one of 
said ?rst and said second reference points, and Wherein a 
more negative value of said slope of said analog signal 
corresponds to a closer positioning of said variable operating 
point relative to another of said ?rst and said second 
reference points. 

10. The apparatus of claim 7 Wherein said unstable 
operating region is symmetrical about a center location 
betWeen said ?rst reference point and said second reference 
point, Wherein positioning of said variable operating point at 
or near said center location corresponds to said duty cycle 
being at or near 50%. 

11. The apparatus of claim 7 Wherein said oscillating 
signal comprises a plurality of pulses. 

12. A system for generating oscillating signals from 
analog signals comprising: 

means for providing an analog signal having a variable 
amplitude to a circuit With a variable operating point 
and having a transfer function characteriZed by an 
unstable operating region bounded by a ?rst and a 
second stable operating region, said unstable operating 
region containing a ?rst and a second reference point, 
said circuit capable of producing an oscillating signal 
having a variable duty cycle, said duty cycle increasing 
as said variable operating point is positioned closer to 
said ?rst reference point, said duty cycle decreasing as 
said variable operating point is positioned closer to said 
second reference point; and 
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means for positioning said variable operating point sub 
stantially Within said unstable region to produce said 
oscillating signal, Wherein positioning of said variable 
operating point relative to said ?rst and said second 
reference points corresponds to said variable amplitude 
of said analog signal; 

Wherein said oscillating signal is capable of being used to 
directly or indirectly generate a delta modulation signal 
corresponding to said analog signal. 

13. A method for generating oscillating signals from 
analog signals comprising: 

providing an analog signal having a variable amplitude to 
a circuit With a variable operating point and having a 
transfer function characteriZed by an unstable operating 
region bounded by a ?rst and a second stable operating 
region, said unstable operating region containing a ?rst 
and a second reference point, said circuit capable of 
producing an oscillating signal having a variable duty 
cycle, said duty cycle increasing as said variable oper 
ating point is positioned closer to said ?rst reference 
point, said duty cycle decreasing as said variable oper 
ating point is positioned closer to said second reference 
point; and 

positioning said variable operating point substantially 
Within said unstable region to produce said oscillating 
signal, Wherein positioning of said variable operating 
point relative to said ?rst and said second reference 
points corresponds to said variable amplitude of said 
analog signal; 

Wherein said oscillating signal is capable of being used to 
directly or indirectly generate a sigma delta modulation 
signal corresponding to said analog signal. 

14. The method of claim 13 Wherein said ?rst and said 
second reference points can be adjusted to provide a desired 
dynamic range of said circuit. 

15. The method of claim 13 Wherein a more positive value 
of said amplitude of said analog signal corresponds to a 
closer positioning of said variable operating point relative to 
one of said ?rst and said second reference points, and 
Wherein a more negative value of said amplitude of said 
analog signal corresponds to a closer positioning of said 
variable operating point relative to another of said ?rst and 
said second reference points. 

16. The method of claim 13 Wherein said unstable oper 
ating region is symmetrical about a center location betWeen 
said ?rst reference point and said second reference point, 
Wherein positioning of said variable operating point at or 
near said center location corresponds to said duty cycle 
being at or near 50%. 

17. The method of claim 13 Wherein said oscillating 
signal comprises a plurality of pulses. 

18. An apparatus for generating oscillating signals from 
analog signals comprising: 

circuit With a variable operating point and having a 
transfer function characteriZed by an unstable operating 
region bounded by a ?rst and a second stable operating 
region, said unstable operating region containing a ?rst 
and a second reference point, said circuit capable of 
producing an oscillating signal having a variable duty 
cycle, said duty cycle increasing as said variable oper 
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ating point is positioned closer to said ?rst reference 
point, said duty cycle decreasing as said variable oper 
ating point is positioned closer to said second reference 
point; and 

an input providing an analog signal having a variable 
amplitude to said circuit, Wherein said variable oper 
ating point is positioned substantially Within said 
unstable region to produce said oscillating signal, 
Wherein positioning of said variable operating point 
relative to said ?rst and said second reference points 
corresponds to said variable amplitude of said analog 
signal; 

Wherein said oscillating signal is capable of being used to 
directly or indirectly generate a sigma delta modulation 
signal corresponding to said analog signal. 

19. The apparatus of claim 18 Wherein said ?rst and said 
second reference points can be adjusted to provide a desired 
dynamic range of said circuit. 

20. The apparatus of claim 18 Wherein a more positive 
value of said amplitude of said analog signal corresponds to 
a closer positioning of said variable operating point relative 
to one of said ?rst and said second reference points, and 
Wherein a more negative value of said amplitude of said 
analog signal corresponds to a closer positioning of said 
variable operating point relative to another of said ?rst and 
said second reference points. 

21. The apparatus of claim 18 Wherein said unstable 
operating region is symmetrical about a center location 
betWeen said ?rst reference point and said second reference 
point, Wherein positioning of said variable operating point at 
or near said center location corresponds to said duty cycle 
being at or near 50%. 

22. The apparatus of claim 18 Wherein said oscillating 
signal comprises a plurality of pulses. 

23. A system for generating oscillating signals from 
analog signals comprising: 

means for providing an analog signal having a variable 
amplitude to a circuit With a variable operating point 
and having a transfer function characteriZed by an 
unstable operating region bounded by a ?rst and a 
second stable operating region, said unstable operating 
region containing a ?rst and a second reference point, 
said circuit capable of producing an oscillating signal 
having a variable duty cycle, said duty cycle increasing 
as said variable operating point is positioned closer to 
said ?rst reference point, said duty cycle decreasing as 
said variable operating point is positioned closer to said 
second reference point; and 

means for positioning said variable operating point sub 
stantially Within said unstable region to produce said 
oscillating signal, Wherein positioning of said variable 
operating point relative to said ?rst and said second 
reference points corresponds to said variable amplitude 
of said analog signal; 

Wherein said oscillating signal is capable of being used to 
directly or indirectly generate a sigma delta modulation 
signal corresponding to said analog signal. 


