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TRAY APPARATUS AND METHODS REGARDING 
SAME 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application claims the bene?t of US. Provi 
sional Application Serial No. 60/295,145 entitled “Tray 
Apparatus and Methods Regarding Same,” ?led Jun. 1, 
2001, Wherein such documents are incorporated herein by 
reference. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0002] The present invention relates generally to equip 
ment for providing assistance to persons in need thereof. 
More particularly, the present invention pertains to tray 
apparatus, e.g., such as those used With a Walker, and 
methods related thereto. 

BACKGROUND 

[0003] It is estimated that over tWo million people in the 
United States alone use Walkers to enhance mobility. Factors 
such as the aging baby boomer generation, managed care, 
and the demand for home care as an alternative to hospital 
care ensure continued groWth in the use of Walkers. 

[0004] Although generally safe to use, a user may ?nd a 
Walker very impractical. For eXample, Without some sort of 
carrying device attached to the Walker, the user may be 
unable to safely transport items such as a cup of coffee or a 
plate of food because the user must keep both hands on the 
Walker at all times. 

[0005] Currently, this problem is addressed by attaching to 
Walkers such products as bags, pouches, baskets, caddies, 
trays, and ?ip trays. HoWever, none of the current products 
provide a comprehensive solution to the problem. For 
eXample, bags and pouches, While small enough to not 
interfere With a person’s mobility, may not be able to carry 
clothes, cups, or large items such as a dinner plate. Caddies 
may be able to carry cups but not plates or changes of 
clothes. Most baskets do not have cup holders and cannot 
carry dinner plates. Depending on their Width, baskets could 
interfere With the user’s ability to maneuver in a small area. 

[0006] Another type of device that is utiliZed is a ?ip tray 
that is attached to the front of the Walker and is unfolded into 
a horiZontal position that eXtends out from the front of the 
Walker. Although the ?ip tray may be able to accommodate 
cups and a plate, it must be in an unfolded position to do so. 
For eXample, if the user Wanted to carry a tooth brush and 
tooth paste to the bathroom sink, they Would have to have 
the tray completely unfolded; therefore, the tray Would 
interfere With the user’s ability to reach into the sink or 
prevent the user from maneuvering in a small bathroom. 

SUMMARY 

[0007] The present invention provides a tray apparatus for 
use With a Walker and methods regarding same. The tray 
apparatus may be attached to a variety of different Walkers 
having varying distances betWeen legs of the Walker. The 
tray apparatus has multiple con?gurations such that various 
different object receiving surfaces may be selected for use. 
The tray apparatus is capable of being positioned in several 
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con?gurations such that the tray apparatus does not inhibit 
mobility by being ?Xed in an eXtended position in front of 
the Walker. 

[0008] A tray apparatus for use With a Walker according to 
the present invention includes at least a ?rst object receiving 
surface and a second object receiving surface. The tray 
apparatus also includes a connection apparatus con?gured to 
position the second object receiving surface generally 
orthogonal to the ?rst object receiving surface. The connec 
tion apparatus also includes Walker connection elements for 
use in coupling the ?rst object receiving surface and the 
second object receiving surface to one or more portions of 
the Walker. 

[0009] In one embodiment of the tray apparatus, the 
connection apparatus includes a back member lying in a 
plane generally parallel to one of the ?rst and second object 
receiving surfaces. The back member is spring coupled to 
the one of the ?rst object receiving surface and the second 
object receiving surface such that a trapping compartment is 
formed betWeen the back member and portions of the one of 
the ?rst object receiving surface and the second object 
receiving surface When the back member is separated from 
the portions thereof. 

[0010] Another tray apparatus for use With a Walker 
according to the present invention includes a ?rst tray 
including a ?rst Working surface and a second tray including 
a second Working surface. The second Working surface is 
substantially orthogonal to the ?rst Working surface. The 
tray apparatus also includes a connection apparatus con 
nected to both the ?rst tray and the second tray. The 
connection apparatus is operable to couple the ?rst tray and 
second tray to a Walker via Walker connection elements. The 
connection apparatus is also operable to alloW a user to 
move the tray apparatus betWeen a ?rst con?guration, 
Wherein the ?rst Working surface is at a substantially hori 
Zontal position relative to a ground plane and the second 
Working surface is at a substantially vertical position relative 
to the ground plane, and a second con?guration, Where the 
?rst Working surface is at a substantially vertical position 
relative to the ground plane and the second Working surface 
is at a substantially horiZontal position relative to the ground 
plane. 

[0011] Another tray apparatus for use With a Walker 
according to the present invention includes at least a ?rst 
object receiving surface and a second object receiving 
surface. The tray apparatus also includes a connection 
apparatus operable to alloW a user to move the second object 
receiving surface into a generally orthogonal position rela 
tive to the ?rst object receiving surface. The connection 
apparatus also includes Walker connection elements for use 
in coupling the ?rst object receiving surface and the second 
object receiving surface to one or more portions of the 
Walker. 

[0012] The connection apparatus is operable to alloW the 
user to move the tray apparatus betWeen a ?rst con?guration 
and a second con?guration When the tray apparatus is 
coupled to the Walker. The ?rst object receiving surface is at 
a substantially horiZontal position relative to a ground plane 
and the second object receiving surface is at a substantially 
horiZontal position relative to the ground plane When the 
tray apparatus is in the ?rst con?guration. And the ?rst 
object receiving surface is at the substantially horiZontal 




























