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(57) ABSTRACT 

Systems and methods for user-con?gurable ?nancial instru 
ment inspection are provided. Auser may select the type of 
?nancial performance information and presentation format 
of the ?nancial performance information to be displayed 
when the user selects a particular ?nancial instrument. The 
user may associate a set of ?nancial performance informa 
tion and presentation format with a particular ?nancial 
market for ?nancial instruments. The ?nancial instrument 
inspector may also facilitate trading of ?nancial instruments. 
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SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR FINANCIAL 
INSTRUMENT INSPECTION 

[0001] This application claims the bene?t of US. provi 
sional patent application No. 60/290,713, ?led May 14, 
2001, Which is hereby incorporated by reference herein in its 
entirety. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention relates to systems and meth 
ods for ?nancial instrument inspection. More particularly, 
the present invention relates to systems and methods for 
user-con?gurable ?nancial instrument inspection that may 
alloW a user to vieW speci?c information related to a 
?nancial instrument in a desired format. 

[0003] Presently, in order to research ?nancial instru 
ments, investors may need to seek several sources of infor 
mation to retrieve ?nancial performance information relat 
ing to a particular investment instrument. An investor may 
have a personal preference for the types of ?nancial perfor 
mance information that he or she Would like to vieW before 
making an investment decision. In many instances, the 
content of the information resource and its presentation 
format is not con?gurable by a user. An investor may spend 
a signi?cant amount of time searching various sources of 
?nancial information in order to collect investment perfor 
mance information that an investor deems to be most 
important in making an investment decision. Market condi 
tions for a particular investment instrument may be changing 
While an investor conducts research. 

[0004] It Would therefore be desirable to provide systems 
and methods for a user-con?gurable ?nancial instrument 
inspector that may alloW a user to vieW speci?c information 
related to a ?nancial instrument in a desired format. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0005] In accordance With the present invention, systems 
and methods for a user-con?gurable ?nancial instrument 
inspector are provided. A user may select the type and 
presentation format of ?nancial performance data to be 
displayed When the user selects a particular investment 
instrument. The user may associate ?nancial performance 
information and presentation formats With particular ?nan 
cial investment instruments. The ?nancial instrument 
inspector may also facilitate trading of investment instru 
ments. 

[0006] In some embodiments, ?nancial information for a 
selected investment instrument may appear on a separate 
display screen, a separate display WindoW, a user-selected 
WindoW, a combination thereof, or in any suitable area or 
device. 

[0007] The user may also customiZe the ?nancial perfor 
mance information of a selected investment instrument to be 
displayed. For eXample, the user may con?gure the display 
format and spatial orientation of the selected ?nancial per 
formance information of an investment instrument. In some 
embodiments, the user may also con?gure Which ?nancial 
performance information is displayed and the spatial loca 
tion of the information in the display for ?nancial instru 
ments of a particular market (e.g., stock market, bond 
market, futures market, options market, etc.). The user may 
select from relevant ?nancial information to be displayed, 
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including ?nancial performance statistics, metrics, graphs, 
any combination thereof, or any other suitable information. 

[0008] The ?nancial instrument inspector may facilitate 
trading of ?nancial instruments. The ?nancial instrument 
inspector may list deliverable ?nancial instruments related 
to trades. In some embodiments, the ?nancial instrument 
inspector may provide links to third party vendors of ?nan 
cial instruments. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0009] Further features of the invention, its nature and 
various advantages Will be more apparent from the folloW 
ing detailed description of the preferred embodiments, taken 
in conjunction With the accompanying draWings, in Which 
like reference characters refer to like parts throughout, and 
in Which: 

[0010] FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of an illustrative 
?nancial instrument inspector system in accordance With 
various embodiments of the present invention; 

[0011] FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of illustrative com 
puter equipment in accordance With various embodiments of 
the present invention; 

[0012] FIG. 3 is an illustrative ?oW diagram for a method 
for ?nancial instrument inspection in accordance With vari 
ous embodiments of the present invention; 

[0013] FIG. 4 is an illustrative ?nancial instrument 
inspector display in accordance With various embodiments 
of the present invention; 

[0014] FIG. 5 is an illustrative ?nancial instrument 
inspector display Where a separate WindoW containing per 
formance information for a selected ?nancial instrument is 
displayed in accordance With various embodiments of the 
present invention; 

[0015] FIG. 6 is an illustrative ?nancial instrument 
inspector display Where a separate WindoW containing an 
alternative arrangement of performance information of a 
selected security is displayed in accordance With various 
embodiments of the present invention; 

[0016] FIG. 7 is an illustrative ?nancial instrument 
inspector display With a separate WindoW Where a user may 
con?gure Which ?nancial performance information may be 
displayed When the user selects an investment instrument for 
inspection in accordance With various embodiments of the 
present invention; 

[0017] FIG. 8 is an illustrative ?nancial instrument 
inspector display With a separate WindoW Where a user may 
con?gure the presentation format of the selected ?nancial 
performance data in accordance With various embodiments 
of the present invention; and 

[0018] FIG. 9 is an illustrative ?nancial instrument 
inspector display With a separate WindoW Where a user may 
link a selected presentation format and ?nancial perfor 
mance information With a particular market segment in 
accordance With certain embodiments of the present inven 
tion. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0019] The present invention is noW described in more 
detail in conjunction With FIGS. 1-9. 
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[0020] FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of an illustrative 
?nancial instrument inspector system 10 suitable for imple 
mentation of instrument inspection and trading in accor 
dance With various embodiments of the present invention. 
Aspects of the invention apply to various types of ?nancial 
instruments. 

[0021] System 10 may be used to provide ?nancial instru 
ment inspection to users of various computer equipment. A 
?nancial instrument inspector application may be used to 
provide users With the ability to vieW various information 
related to ?nancial instruments. In one suitable approach, the 
?nancial instrument inspector application may run locally on 
computer equipment. Computer equipment, such as user 
computer 12 may be a computer, processor, personal com 
puter, laptop computer, handheld computer, personal digital 
assistant, computer terminal, any other suitable computing 
device, or a combination of such devices. In another suitable 
approach, the ?nancial instrument inspector application may 
run using a client-server or distributed architecture Where a 
portion of the ?nancial instrument inspector application may 
be implemented locally on the computer equipment in the 
form of, for eXample, a client process. Another portion of the 
?nancial instrument inspector application may be imple 
mented at a remote location, such as on a server or any other 

suitable equipment as, for eXample, a server process. A 
server such as server 18 may be any suitable server, pro 
cessor, computer, data processing device, or a combination 
of such devices. In one eXample, server 18 may be a server 
poWered by eSpeed, Inc. 

[0022] A generaliZed schematic diagram of user computer 
12 is shoWn in FIG. 2. User computer 12 may include 
control circuitry 20, memory and storage 22, display 24, and 
user input device 26. Control circuitry 20 and memory and 
storage 22 may have communications, memory, and pro 
cessing circuitry suitable for supporting functions such as 
accessing the ?nancial instrument inspection application. 
Text and graphics associated With the ?nancial instrument 
inspector application may be presented to a user using 
display 24. Display 24 may be a computer monitor, a 
handheld computer display, a laptop computer display, a 
personal digital assistant display, or any other suitable 
display equipment. In some embodiments, a plurality of 
displays may be connected to user computer 12. 

[0023] The user may interact With control circuitry 20 
using any suitable user input device 26, such as a keyboard, 
a Wireless keyboard, a mouse, a trackball, a touch pad, or 
any other suitable input device. 

[0024] Referring back to FIG. 1, computer netWork 16 
may link user computers 12 and server 18. Server 18 may be 
connected to computer netWork 16 by one or more commu 
nications links 15. Computer netWork 16 may be any suit 
able computer netWork including the Internet, an Intranet, a 
local-area netWork (LAN), a Wide-area netWork (WAN), a 
metropolitan area netWork (MAN), a virtual private netWork 
(VPN), a Wireless netWork, an optical netWork, an asyn 
chronous transfer mode netWork (ATM), a cable netWork, a 
frame relay netWork, a digital subscriber line netWork 
(DSL), or a combination of such netWorks. 

[0025] The components of system 10 may be intercon 
nected using various communications links, such as links 14 
and 15. Communications links 14 and 15 may include 
satellite paths, coaXial cable paths, ?ber-optic paths, tWisted 
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pair paths, other Wire or cable-based links, modems, Wire 
less paths through free space, any other suitable paths, or a 
combination of such paths. Communications over commu 
nications links such as links 14 and 15 may involve analog 
transmissions, digital transmissions, Wireless transmissions, 
microWave transmissions, radio-frequency transmissions, 
optical transmissions, audio transmissions, any other suit 
able type of transmissions, or a combination of such trans 
missions. Communications may involve Internet transmis 
sions, private netWork transmissions, packet-based 
transmissions, or any other suitable type of transmissions. 
Communications links 14 and 15 may include cable con 
nected to cable modems, digital subscriber lines (DSL), 
integrated services digital netWork (ISDN) lines, or any 
other suitable paths. 

[0026] Traders or users at user computers 12 may vieW 
information related to ?nancial instruments by interacting 
With the ?nancial instrument inspector application. The 
?nancial instrument inspector application may provide a 
user at user computer 12 With displays (e.g., display 100 
illustrated in FIG. 4) containing various trading and market 
information. For eXample, the user may be presented With 
displays that alloW the user to make trades, vieW relevant 
trade information, or any other suitable screen in connection 
With the inspection of ?nancial instruments. 

[0027] The ?nancial instrument inspector application may 
provide the user With interactive displays containing menus 
and selectable options that alloW the user to navigate 
through the ?nancial instrument inspector application and 
select ?nancial performance information and spatial place 
ment of the ?nancial performance information displayed 
related to a ?nancial instrument. With user computer 12, the 
user may use a keyboard, mouse, trackball, touch pad, or 
other suitable input or pointing device to navigate the 
various menus and selectable options. 

[0028] The user may access the ?nancial instrument 
inspector application by broWsing to an Internet Web site or 
a site on a private netWork, by running a local program, or 
by any other suitable method. 

[0029] FIG. 3 is an illustrative ?oW diagram for method 
30 for ?nancial instrument inspection. 

[0030] As shoWn in FIG. 3, ?nancial performance infor 
mation items may be selected from a list of items related to 
?nancial performance information at step 32. Financial 
performance information items that may be listed may 
include depth of market, price levels, deposit rates, spot 
rates, cut-off, Federal Wire information, total assets, long 
term notes payable, shareholder equity, capital stock, 
retained earnings, current ratio, quick ratio, cash ratio, 
Working capital, market capitaliZation, outstanding shares, 
debt/equity ratio, earnings, revenue, equity, dividend yield, 
return on equity (ROE), return on investment (ROI), return 
on capital investment (ROIC), current assets, cash and 
equivalents, short and long term investments, accounts 
receivable, inventories and prepaid expenses, current liabili 
ties, accounts payable, accrued eXpenses, income taX pay 
able, short term notes payable, long term debt payable, book 
value, enterprise value, price/sales ratio, price/earnings 
ratio, accounts receivable turnover, days sales outstanding 
(DSO), inventory turnover, previous close price, last trade 
price, day’s price range, 52 Week price range, volume 
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traded, average volume traded, any combination thereof, or 
any other relevant ?nancial instrument performance infor 
mation. 

[0031] For example, a user may select ?nancial perfor 
mance information items from a list of items. Financial 
performance information related to the selected items may 
be displayed in conjunction With a ?nancial investment 
instrument (e.g., stocks, bonds, futures, options, etc.). Thus, 
a user may select ?nancial performance items such as 
debt/equity ratio, earnings, revenue, and return on equity, 
Wherein the ?nancial performance information related to 
these selected items are displayed in connection With 
selected stocks. The user may also select ?nancial perfor 
mance items such as interest, yield, or term, Wherein the 
?nancial performance information related to these selected 
items is displayed When the selected ?nancial instrument is 
a bond. 

[0032] Alternatively, a ?nancial instrument inspection 
system (e.g., system 10 illustrated in FIG. 1) may select the 
?nancial performance information items related to a selected 
?nancial instrument (e.g., bond, stock, etc.). In yet another 
alternative embodiment, a ?nancial instrument inspection 
system may select default ?nancial performance information 
items (e.g., debt/equity ratio, earnings, revenue, return on 
equity, etc.), Wherein the ?nancial performance information 
related to these selected items may be displayed until a user 
selects speci?c ?nancial performance information items. 

[0033] The presentation format for the selected ?nancial 
performance information items may be arranged at step 34. 
In some embodiments, a user may manipulate a user input 
device (e.g., user input device 26 illustrated in FIG. 2) to 
arrange the display of the ?nancial performance information 
items. Alternatively, a ?nancial instrument inspection sys 
tem may arrange the presentation format for the ?nancial 
performance information items. 

[0034] At step 36, at least one ?nancial instrument may be 
selected for inspection. For example, a user may select a 
?nancial instrument (e.g., bond, stock, option, etc.) using a 
user input device (e.g., user input device 26) in order to 
obtain ?nancial performance information related to the 
selected ?nancial instrument. 

[0035] At step 38, the ?nancial performance information 
related to the selected ?nancial performance information 
items may be retrieved. The ?nancial performance informa 
tion may be retrieved from user computer 12, server 18, any 
computing device or server connected to computer netWork 
16, any combination thereof, or any other suitable device. At 
step 40, the retrieved ?nancial performance information may 
be displayed in the arranged presentation format. 

[0036] FIG. 4 is an illustrative ?nancial instrument 
inspector application display 100. Title bar 102 of display 
100 may include the name of the ?nancial instrument 
inspector application, the name of the user, a ?nancial 
trading account number of the user, or any other suitable 
information. 

[0037] Menu items bar 104 may include menu items such 
as ?le, actions, vieW, options, customer, grids, help, any 
combination thereof, or any other suitable item. When a 
menu item is selected by the user, a list of options may be 
provided to the user, each of Which may be selectable by the 
user. For example, if the ?le menu item is selected, a user 
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may select from options such as neW, open, close, save, save 
as, exit, or any other suitable option. In some embodiments, 
When an option is selected, an additional list of options may 
be displayed that are related to the selected option. If there 
are no sublists associated With a selected option, the selected 
option may be executed (e.g., the request may be processed 
by system 10 of FIG. 1). 

[0038] Financial instrument listings WindoW 106 may be a 
list of ?nancial instruments, pricing information related to 
the instruments, or any other suitable information. Financial 
instrument listings WindoW 106 may contain various col 
umns of information, including symbol column 108, market 
performance data column 110, last price column 112, or any 
other suitable column. Symbol column 108 in ?nancial 
instrument listings WindoW 106 may contain a list of sym 
bols representing ?nancial instruments (e.g., ?nancial instru 
ment 114). Financial instruments in this list may be select 
able by the user. In some embodiments, the user may select 
a ?nancial instrument by using user input device 26 of FIG. 
2. The user may select a ?nancial instrument in order to 
obtain ?nancial instrument performance data (e.g., debt/ 
equity ratio, earnings, revenue, etc.). 

[0039] Market performance data column 110 may be a 
column of information contained in ?nancial instrument 
listings WindoW 106. Market performance data column 110 
may be a list of market performance information corre 
sponding to the ?nancial instrument symbol listed in adja 
cent symbol column 108. For example, ?nancial instrument 
performance data 116 may indicate the ?nancial perfor 
mance of a ?nancial instrument listed in the adj acent symbol 
column 108. As shoWn in FIGS. 7-9 and described beloW, 
the type of ?nancial performance data displayed, the display 
format, and spatial location Within ?nancial instrument 
inspector application display 100 may be user-con?gurable. 

[0040] Last price column 112 may contain a list of prices 
that may be correlated With the ?nancial instruments listed 
in symbol column 108. In some embodiments, the informa 
tion in last price column 112 may be automatically updated 
on a periodic basis (e.g., every second, minute, hour, or any 
other suitable time interval) in order to re?ect changes in 
valuation of the ?nancial instruments in the market (e.g., the 
?nancial instruments listed or traded on the NeW York Stock 

Exchange (NYSE), AMEX, NASDAQ, Chicago Board of 
Trade, Chicago Options Exchange, Tokyo Stock Exchange, 
FTSE, Paris Stock Exchange, any combination thereof, or 
any other suitable exchange). Financial instrument price 
118, listed in last price column 112, may be the current price 
of a ?nancial instrument (e.g., ?nancial instrument 114). 

[0041] Financial instrument inspector WindoW 120 may 
include the name of the ?nancial instrument, the ?nancial 
instrument symbol, the ?nancial performance information 
for the instrument, any combination thereof, or any other 
suitable information. In some embodiments, the ?nancial 
performance information displayed in ?nancial instrument 
inspector WindoW 120 may relate to the investment instru 
ment (e.g., ?nancial instrument 114) selected in ?nancial 
instrument listings WindoW 106. The type of ?nancial instru 
ment (e.g., stock, bond, futures, option, etc.), the ?nancial 
performance information displayed (e.g., return on equity, 
return on investment, current assets, current liabilities, mar 
ket capitaliZation, total assets, Working capital, etc.), or 
format of performance data (i.e., Where ?nancial perfor 
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mance data is spatially displayed) may be con?gured by the 
user. If the user does not speci?cally con?gure the type and 
format of the performance information to be displayed, 
prede?ned default ?nancial performance information, for 
mats, and spatial positioning of the ?nancial performance 
information may be used. For example, if the ?nancial 
instrument is a stock and the user has not selected ?nancial 

performance information, format, or spatial location, ?nan 
cial information such as return on equity, debt/equity ratio, 
and return on investment information for the stock may be 
displayed. The predetermined default ?nancial performance 
information displayed may depend upon the type of ?nancial 
instrument (e. g., stocks, bonds, futures, etc.) or the market in 
Which the ?nancial instrument may be traded (e.g., stock 
exchange, commodity market, currency market, bond mar 
ket, etc.). 
[0042] Financial instrument inspector WindoW 120 may 
also include command line 122, ?nancial performance data 
124, buy button 126, sell button 128, ?nancial instrument 
calculator 130, any combination thereof, or any other suit 
able items. 

[0043] Command line 122 may accept commands from the 
user. For example, the user may enter commands at com 
mand line 122 using user input device 122 of FIG. 2. From 
command line 122, the user may trade ?nancial instruments, 
request a comparison of different ?nancial instruments, 
change the display format of ?nancial performance data, or 
perform any other suitable action. 

[0044] Financial performance data 124 may include depth 
of market, price levels, deposit rates, spot rates, cut-off, 
Federal Wire information, total assets, long-term notes pay 
able, shareholder equity, capital stock, retained earnings, 
current ratio, quick ratio, cash ratio, Working capital, market 
capitaliZation, outstanding shares, debt/equity ratio, earn 
ings, revenue, equity, dividend yield, return on equity 
(ROE), return on investment (ROI), return on capital invest 
ment (ROIC), current assets, cash and equivalents, short and 
long term investments, accounts receivable, inventories and 
prepaid expenses, current liabilities, accounts payable, 
accrued expenses, income tax payable, short term notes 
payable, long term debt payable, book value, enterprise 
value, price/sales ratio, price/earnings ratio, accounts receiv 
able turnover, days sales outstanding (DSO), inventory 
turnover, previous close price, last trade price, day’s price 
range, 52 Week price range, volume traded, average volume 
traded, any combination thereof, or any other relevant 
?nancial instrument performance information. 

[0045] Buy button 126, When selected by a user, may 
execute a buy trade of at least one ?nancial instrument (e.g., 
?nancial instrument 114 that may be selected by the user). 
For example, the user may select a ?nancial instrument from 
symbol column 108 be purchased, and select button 126 to 
execute the trade. Buy button 126 may be any suitable 
selectable item (e.g., selectable by a user With user input 
device 26 of FIG. 2). Sell button 128, When selected by a 
user, may execute a sale trade of at least one ?nancial 
instrument (e.g., ?nancial instrument 114). 

[0046] Financial instrument calculator 130, When selected 
by a user, may be used to compare the performance of 
?nancial instruments (e.g., stocks, bonds, options, futures, 
etc.) or may perform any other suitable ?nancial calculation. 
For example, ?nancial instrument calculator 130 may be a 
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convertible bond calculator. A user may input the valuation 
date, bond characteristics, market information underlying 
equity, or any other suitable information. Bond characteris 
tics may include, for example, maturity date, time to matu 
rity, coupon rate, frequency (e. g., annual, semiannual, or any 
suitable time period), par value, conversion ratio, any com 
bination thereof, or any other suitable information. Market 
information may include convertible bond price, straight 
bond yield, risk free rate, any combination thereof, or any 
other suitable information. Underlying equity may include, 
for example, underlying share price dividend yield, annual 
iZed volatility, any combination thereof, or any other suit 
able information. 

[0047] After the user has inputted information into the 
convertible bond calculator, calculator 130 may output 
information to display to the user (e.g., on display 24 
illustrated in FIG. 2). For example, the outputted informa 
tion may include accrued interest, market conversion (e.g., 
conversion price per share, conversion premium or discount, 
etc.), return characteristics (e.g., yield to maturity, current 
yield, etc.), convertible bond component value (e.g., straight 
bond price, straight bond price per share, straight bond 
premium/discount, embedded option price/share, etc.), theo 
retical pricing (e.g., option price/share, option value, con 
vertible bond, etc.) doWnside risk (e.g., to straight bond 
price, to conversion implied price, maximum doWnside risk, 
etc.), any combination thereof, or any other suitable infor 
mation. 

[0048] Trade WindoW 132 may include information related 
to trades of investment instruments. Trade WindoW 132 may 
include status column 134, type column 136, siZe column 
136, instrument name column 140, price/rate column 142, 
time column 144, comments column 146, trade reference 
number column 148, any combination thereof, or any other 
suitable information. 

[0049] Status column 134 may list the status of at least one 
trade of at least one ?nancial instrument. For example, status 
column may indicate Whether the trade has been executed or 
not, or it may provide any other suitable information. Type 
column 136 may list the type of trade (e.g., stock, bond, 
futures, options, etc.) that has been executed or may be 
executed. SiZe column 138 may list the number of ?nancial 
instruments involved in a trade or the total value of the trade. 
Instrument name column 140 may display the symbol or 
name for at least one ?nancial instrument that may be 
involved in a trade transaction. Price/rate column 142 may 
be the price paid for a trade or for an individual investment 
instrument. Time 144 may be the time When a trade Was 
executed. Comments column 146 may contain a Written 
description Which may characteriZe the transaction. In some 
embodiments, a user may enter comments in comments 
column 146 by using user input device 26 of FIG. 2. Trade 
reference number column 148 may be a number assigned to 
the trade to identify the trade for the purposes of record 
keeping. Information such as the status, type, siZe, price/ 
rate, time, comments, any combination thereof, or any other 
suitable information may be stored or retrieved by system 10 
of FIG. 1. 

[0050] A user may select a ?nancial instrument, such as 
?nancial instrument 114, from list of ?nancial instruments 
included in symbol column 108. Financial instrument 
inspector WindoW 120 may display the symbol of the 
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selected ?nancial instrument and its ?nancial performance 
information. Financial instrument inspector WindoW 120 
may also shoW user-con?gured ?nancial performance infor 
mation 124 that may be used to render investment decisions 
by a user. The presentation of user-con?gured ?nancial 
performance information may prevent a user from having to 
spend time searching for preferred performance information 
from a variety of sources. 

[0051] Command line 122, buy button 126, sell button 
128, options calculator 130 or other suitable items may be 
used to trade investment instruments. Details of a trade may 
be listed in trade WindoW 132. The status, type, siZe, price, 
time, trade reference number, comments or other suitable 
information may be listed in trade WindoW 132. 

[0052] FIG. 5 is an illustration of a ?nancial instrument 
inspector application display 200 in Which detached trading 
vieW WindoW 202 may contain ?nancial performance infor 
mation of a selected ?nancial instrument. The features of 
?nancial instrument inspector application display 200 are 
similar to ?nancial instrument inspector application display 
100 illustrated in FIG. 4 and described above. 

[0053] Financial instrument inspector WindoW 202 may 
include the name of the ?nancial instrument, the ?nancial 
instrument symbol, ?nancial performance data for the 
instrument, or any other suitable information. The ?nancial 
performance information contained in WindoW 202 may be 
similar to that contained in ?nancial instrument inspector 
WindoW 120 described above and illustrated in FIG. 4. 

[0054] As illustrated in FIG. 5, trade WindoW 204 of 
?nancial instrument inspector application display 200 may 
contain similar options and functionality to trade WindoW 
132 described above and illustrated in FIG. 4. For eXample, 
information on the status, type, siZe, instrument name, 
price/rate, time, trade reference number, comments, or any 
other suitable information may be presented. 

[0055] Trade WindoW 204 may include active orders tab 
206, Which may be selected by a user to vieW ?nancial 
information related to orders for trades of ?nancial instru 
ments. Active orders tab 206 may be any selectable item that 
may be selected by a user to display information related to 
orders for trades of ?nancial instruments. Trade history tab 
208, When selected by a user, may display a list of trades of 
?nancial instruments that have been made by the user. 
Market history tab 210, When selected by a user, may display 
a list of historical ?nancial performance information (e.g., 
52 Week high, 52 Week loW, 52 Week range, trading volume, 
etc.) for a ?nancial instrument (e.g., stock, bond, futures, 
options, etc.) in a particular market. For eXample, selection 
of market history tab 210 by a user may provide historical 
?nancial performance information on IBM stock traded on 
the NeW York Stock Exchange. Status tab 212, When 
selected by a user, may display the status of at least one 
particular trade. For eXample, a user may select status tab 
212 to vieW Whether a set of requested trades have been 
executed. 

[0056] FIG. 6 is an illustrative ?nancial performance 
application display 300, Which may include detached trading 
vieW WindoW 302. Detached trading vieW WindoW 302 is 
similar to detached trading vieW WindoW 202 described 
above and illustrated in FIG. 5. As illustrated in FIGS. 5-6, 
detached trading vieW WindoWs (e. g., detached trading vieW 
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WindoW 202 and 302) may be con?gured by the user to be 
in any location in the ?nancial instrument inspector appli 
cation display (e.g., display 200, display 300, etc.). 

[0057] FIG. 7 is an illustrative ?nancial instrument 
inspector application display 400 containing ?nancial per 
formance data con?gurations WindoW 408 that may alloW a 
user to con?gure the vieWable ?nancial performance infor 
mation of a ?nancial instrument. 

[0058] A user may vieW ?nancial performance data con 
?gurations WindoW 408 from ?nancial instrument inspector 
application display 400. For eXample, a user may select 
menu item (e.g., actions, vieW, options, etc.) from menu 
options bar 402 in order to vieW display 408. Alternatively, 
a user may select a ?nancial instrument (e.g., ?nancial 
instrument 406) in order to vieW ?nancial performance data 
con?gurations WindoW 408. Financial performance data 
con?gurations WindoW 408 may be displayed on ?nancial 
instrument inspector application display 400, a different 
display from display 400, or in any suitable location. 

[0059] Financial performance data con?gurations WindoW 
408 may contain several different selectable tabs or items 
(e.g., select data tab 410, format tab 412, market tab 414, 
etc.) Which may display information related to the selected 
tab. For eXample, if select data tab 410 is selected by the 
user, ?nancial performance criteria 416 (e.g., return on 
equity, return on investment, current assets, current liabili 
ties, market capitaliZation, 52 Week high, 52 Week loW, 52 
Week performance graph, total assets, Working capital, etc.) 
may be displayed such that a user may select from ?nancial 
performance criteria 416 in order to con?gure the ?nancial 
performance information displayed When a user performs 
instrument inspection. Financial performance criteria 416 
displayed to the user may relate to the type of ?nancial 
instrument inspection. For eXample, the ?nancial perfor 
mance criteria displayed may be different for stocks, bonds, 
futures, options, or other suitable ?nancial instruments. 

[0060] Selectable ?nancial performance items 416 may be 
selected by a user by selecting selection boXes 418. Selec 
tion boXes 418 may be checkboXes or any other appropriate 
selectable items. Multiple selection boXes may be selected 
by the user in order to have multiple ?nancial performance 
data items listed during instrument inspection. Scroll bar 
420 may be used to scroll through the list of selectable 
?nancial performance items. Scroll bar may not be necessary 
if the amount of information to be displayed ?ts appropri 
ately in a given area. 

[0061] Apply button 422 may be selected by a user When 
the user has completed selecting the ?nancial performance 
items to be displayed during instrument inspection. Selec 
tion of apply button 422 may retain the settings of selected 
?nancial performance items in the ?nancial instrument 
inspection application. Apply button 422 may be a graphical 
button or any other suitable selectable item. 

[0062] Clear button 424 may be selected by the user to 
deselect all ?nancial performance data items that may have 
been previously selected. Clear button 424 may be a graphi 
cal button or any other suitable selectable item. 

[0063] Cancel button 426 may be selected by the user to 
eXit ?nancial performance data con?gurations WindoW 408. 
Selection of cancel button 426 may cause any settings 
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modi?cations that may have been made prior to selecting 
cancel button 426 not to be retained by the ?nancial instru 
ment inspector application. 

[0064] Selection of format tab 412 by the user may display 
?nancial performance data con?gurations WindoW 500 illus 
trated in FIG. 8. A user may spatially locate ?nancial 
information in ?nancial performance data con?gurations 
WindoW 500. For example, a user input device (e.g., user 
input device 26 of FIG. 2) may alloW a user to move 
previously-selected ?nancial performance items (e.g., return 
on equity, return on investment, current assets, current 
liabilities, market capitaliZation, total assets, Working capi 
tal, etc.) into a presentation format. Alternatively, default 
?nancial performance items may be located spatially Within 
?nancial performance data con?gurations WindoW 500 if 
?nancial performance data items have not previously been 
selected. 

[0065] Financial instrument market symbol 502 may be 
the symbol associated With the ?nancial instrument to be 
inspected. In the format con?guration ?nancial performance 
data con?gurations WindoW 500, ?nancial instrument mar 
ket symbol 502 may be a generic symbol that may be freely 
moved so that the user may de?ne the location of ?nancial 
instrument market symbol 502. 

[0066] Performance graph 504 may be a graph, chart or 
other form of a graphical nature depicting the ?nancial 
performance of an investment instrument over a particular 
period of time. The range of time may be selectable by the 
user. The scale of the axes of the chart or graph may also be 
con?gured by the user (e.g., using user input device 26 of 
FIG. 2). Performance graph 504 may be displayed When 
format tab 412 (FIG. 7) is selected, depending on Whether 
such a graph Was selected by a user from the list of available 
?nancial performance information. Performance graph 504 
may be freely moved about ?nancial performance data 
con?gurations WindoW 500 by a user to a desired location. 

[0067] Data items 506 may be related to performance 
graph 504. Data items 506 may be displayed if a user has 
selected these items from the list of available ?nancial 
performance information. Alternatively, default ?nancial 
performance information that may relate to performance 
graph 504 may be displayed if the user has not previously 
selected ?nancial performance information (e.g., selecting 
data element 418 of data list 416 in FIG. 7). Data items 506 
may be spatially moved about WindoW 500 by a user to a 
desired location. 

[0068] Selected ?nancial performance data 506 may be 
displayed in the WindoW only if the items have been selected 
by the user from the list of ?nancial performance items. The 
location of the ?nancial performance data may be moved 
throughout the WindoW. Items may be moved individually or 
in selectable groups. 

[0069] Apply button 510 may be selected by a user When 
the user has completed arranging the location of ?nancial 
performance data items to be displayed during instrument 
inspection. After selecting the arrangement of information 
for ?nancial instruments, selection of apply button 510 may 
retain the positions such that When a user selects an instru 
ment for inspection, the desired information may be pre 
sented in the selected format. Selecting clear button 512 may 
return the ?nancial performance data items to a predeter 
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mined default location in ?nancial performance data con 
?gurations WindoW 500. Cancel button 514 may be selected 
by the user to eXit a con?guration session. Cancel button 
may be a graphical button or any other suitably selectable 
item. Selection of cancel button 514 may cause any settings 
modi?cations related to selection of ?nancial performance 
that may have been made prior to selecting the cancel button 
not to be retained. 

[0070] Turning again to FIG. 7, When market tab 410 is 
selected by the user, ?nancial performance data con?gura 
tions WindoW 600 of FIG. 9 may be displayed. Financial 
performance data con?gurations WindoW 600 may include a 
list of markets to select from such that a set of ?nancial 
performance data and a presentation format for the perfor 
mance data may be associated With a particular market. 

[0071] Selectable market categories 602 may be selected 
by a user to associate preferences of ?nancial performance 
data and the presentation formation of the data With a 
particular market (e.g., stock market, bond market, futures 
market, etc.). Thus, When a user selects an investment 
instrument for inspection, the ?nancial performance data 
and the manner in Which the information is displayed may 
differ amongst ?nancial instruments, depending upon the 
market (e.g., stock market, bond market, futures market, 
etc.) for the ?nancial instrument. More than one market may 
be selected by a user to be af?liated With the selected 
?nancial performance information and the presentation for 
mat. 

[0072] Selectable buttons 604 may be radio buttons, check 
boXes, or any other suitable selectable graphical items. 

[0073] Scroll bar 606 may be used to scroll through the list 
of selectable market categories (e.g. selectable market cat 
egories 602). Scroll bar may not be necessary if the amount 
of information to be displayed ?ts appropriately in a given 
area. 

[0074] Apply button 608 may be selected by a user When 
the user has completed selecting the ?nancial performance 
data items to be displayed during instrument inspection. 
Selection of apply button 608 may retain the setting of 
selected items. Apply button may be any suitable selectable 
item. 

[0075] Clear button 610 may be selected by the user to 
deselect all ?nancial performance data items that had been 
previously selected. Clear button 610 may be any suitable 
selectable item. 

[0076] Cancel button 612 may be selected by the user to 
eXit a con?guration session. Selection of cancel button 612 
may cause any settings modi?cations related to selection of 
?nancial performance that may have been made prior to 
selecting the cancel button not to be retained. Cancel button 
612 may be any suitable selectable item. 

[0077] The user may elect to con?gure the type and format 
of the ?nancial performance information displayed during 
instrument inspection. Investment instruments Which are 
traded in different markets may be con?gured to display 
particular performance information in a speci?c presentation 
display. The selection of the market may precede the selec 
tion of ?nancial performance data and its arrangement. The 
initial selection of the market may alter the number of 
selectable performance data items. The user may select clear 
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button 610 to deselect all of items in markets list 602. When 
a user has ?nished selecting the markets, the user may select 
apply button 608 to complete the selection process. Selec 
tion of cancel button 612 may discontinue the con?guration 
process. 

[0078] Accordingly, systems and methods for a ?nancial 
instrument inspector are provided. It Will be understood that 
the foregoing is merely illustrative of the principles of the 
invention and the various modi?cations can be made by 
those skilled in the art Without departing from the scope and 
spirit of the invention, Which is limited only by the claims 
that folloW. 

1. A method for inspecting a ?nancial instrument com 
prising: 

selecting ?nancial performance information items from a 
list of available ?nancial performance information 
items; 

arranging the presentation format of the selected ?nancial 
performance information items; 

selecting at least one ?nancial instrument for inspection; 

retrieving the ?nancial performance information related 
to the selected ?nancial performance information 
items, Wherein the ?nancial performance information 
corresponds to the at least one selected ?nancial instru 
ment; and 

displaying the retrieved ?nancial performance informa 
tion in the arranged presentation format. 

2. The method of claim 1, Wherein the displaying the 
retrieved ?nancial performance information is performed on 
a separate display. 

3. The method of claim 1, Wherein the displaying the 
retrieved ?nancial performance information is performed in 
a WindoW of a display. 

4. The method of claim 1, Wherein the arranging the 
presentation format of the selected ?nancial performance 
information items comprises arranging the ?nancial perfor 
mance information items spatially Within a display. 

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising selecting a 
?nancial market from a list of available ?nancial markets, 
Wherein the list of ?nancial performance information items 
available corresponds to the selected ?nancial market. 

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising trading the 
at least one selected ?nancial instrument. 

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising trading the 
at least one selected ?nancial instrument When a user selects 
at least one third party vendor of ?nancial instrument trading 
services. 

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

trading the at least one selected ?nancial instrument; and 

displaying trading information related to the at least one 
traded ?nancial instrument. 

9. A system for ?nancial instrument inspection compris 
ing: 

means for selecting ?nancial performance information 
items from a list of available ?nancial performance 
information items; 

means for arranging the presentation format of the 
selected ?nancial performance information items; 

Nov. 21, 2002 

means for selecting at least one ?nancial instrument for 
inspection; 

means for retrieving the ?nancial performance informa 
tion related to the selected ?nancial performance infor 
mation items, Wherein the ?nancial performance infor 
mation corresponds to the at least one selected ?nancial 

instrument; and 

means for displaying the retrieved ?nancial performance 
information in the arranged presentation format. 

10. The system of claim 9, Wherein the means for dis 
playing the retrieved ?nancial performance information 
comprises a separate display. 

11. The system of claim 9, Wherein the means for dis 
playing the retrieved ?nancial performance information 
comprises a WindoW of a display. 

12. The system of claim 9, Wherein the means for arrang 
ing of the presentation format of the selected ?nancial 
performance information items comprises means for arrang 
ing the ?nancial performance information items spatially 
Within a display. 

13. The system of claim 9, further comprising means for 
selecting a ?nancial market from a list of available ?nancial 
markets, Wherein the list of ?nancial performance informa 
tion items available corresponds to the selected ?nancial 
market. 

14. The system of claim 9, further comprising means for 
trading the at least one selected ?nancial instrument. 

15. The system of claim 9, further comprising means for 
trading the at least one selected ?nancial instrument When a 
user selects at least one third party vendor of ?nancial 
instrument trading services. 

16. The system of claim 9, further comprising: 

means for trading the at least one selected ?nancial 

instrument; and 

means for displaying information related to the at least 
one traded ?nancial instrument. 

17. Asystem for ?nancial instrument inspection compris 
ing: 

at least one user computer adapted to select ?nancial 
performance information items from a list of available 
?nancial performance information items, arrange the 
presentation format of the selected ?nancial perfor 
mance information items, select at least one ?nancial 
instrument for inspection, retrieve the ?nancial perfor 
mance information related to the selected ?nancial 
performance information items, Wherein the ?nancial 
performance information corresponds to the at least one 
selected ?nancial instrument, and display the retrieved 
?nancial performance information in the arranged pre 
sentation format; 

a server adapted to provide the at least one user computer 
With at least one ?nancial instrument application; 

a computer netWork; and 

a communications link connecting the at least one user 

computing device, the server, and the computer net 
Work, Wherein the communications link alloWs the 
transfer of data. 
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18. The system of claim 17, wherein the at least one user 
computer is further comprised of a separate display adapted 
to display the retrieved ?nancial performance information. 

19. The system of claim 17, Wherein the at least one user 
computer is further adapted to display the retrieved ?nancial 
performance information in a WindoW of a display. 

20. The system of claim 17, Wherein the at least one user 
computer is further adapted to arrange the presentation 
format of the selected ?nancial performance information 
items spatially Within a display. 

21. The system of claim 17, Wherein the at least one user 
computer is further adapted to receive a selection of a 
?nancial market from a list of available ?nancial markets, 
Wherein the list of ?nancial performance information items 
available corresponds to the selected ?nancial market. 
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22. The system of claim 17, Wherein the at least one user 
computer is further adapted to trade the selected ?nancial 
instrument. 

23. The system of claim 17, Wherein the at least one user 
computer is further adapted to trade the at least one selected 
?nancial instrument When a user selects at least one third 
party vendor of ?nancial instrument trading services. 

24. The system of claim 9, Wherein the at least one user 
computer is adapted to trade the at least one selected 
?nancial instrument and display information related to the 
traded ?nancial instrument. 

25. The system of claim 17, Wherein the computer net 
Work is the Internet. 


