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(57) ABSTRACT 

A fence post assembly, as Well as a fencing system and 
related method utilizing the fence post assembly, for forming 
a temporary enclosure, such as a horse corral for restraining 
horses. The fence post assembly is provided With an exten 
sible and retractable fence strand, such as polytape or Wire, 
as Well as a ground anchor at one end of the post to enable 
the post to be anchored into the ground. The eXtendable and 
retractable fence strand is selectively positionable along the 
length of the post betWeen the ?rst and second opposite ends 
thereof. In addition, the fence strand can be electrically 
conductive to permit the enclosure to be electri?ed. Provi 
sion is made to maintain electrical continuity betWeen fence 
strands. 
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FIG.1 



Patent Application Publication Nov. 7, 2002 Sheet 2 0f 17 US 2002/0162994 A1 



Patent Application Publication Nov. 7, 2002 Sheet 3 0f 17 US 2002/0162994 A1 

FIG..3 
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FIG.6A 
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FIG.12 
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FENCE POST ASSEMBLY, PORTABLE FENCING 
SYSTEM AND METHOD 

[0001] This application is a continuation-in-part of appli 
cation Ser. No. 09/672,550, ?led on Sep. 28, 2000. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention relates to a fence post assem 
bly for use in a portable fencing system and related method. 
The fence post assembly of the invention is particularly 
suited for use in forming a variety of animal enclosures, such 
as a portable horse corral and the like. HoWever, the fence 
post assembly, fencing system and method also have utility 
in forming other types of enclosures or in de?ning other 
bounded areas. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] Often times it is necessary to de?ne a temporary 
enclosure or bounded area in a location that does not have 
an existing enclosure(s) or in Which one or more additional 
enclosures are necessary. One example of a situation in 
Which such a need arises is When one or more horses are 

brought to a location not having existing enclosures or 
Where the existing enclosures are inadequate and must be 
supplemented by temporary enclosures. Rodeos, horse 
shoWs, and temporary training and/or graZing sites are 
examples of locations at Which a temporary enclosure(s) 
may be necessary. 

[0004] Previously, When a temporary enclosure Was 
needed, such as for one or more horses, metallic fencing 
sections Were generally hauled to the appropriate site and 
assembled to form an enclosure or horse corral. Typically, 
the fencing sections are heavy and dif?cult to assemble into 
a complete enclosure, as Well as being hard to transport due 
to their Weight and siZe. In addition, an enclosure made from 
metallic fencing can often be considered excessive When it 
is realiZed that an enclosure made from simpler components 
can adequately perform the intended function. 

[0005] Therefore a need exists for an improved fencing 
system for use in forming a temporary enclosure or bounded 
area. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] The general purpose of the present invention is to 
provide an improved fence post assembly, as Well as a 
fencing system and related method utiliZing the improved 
fence post assembly, for forming a temporary enclosure, 
such as a horse corral for restraining horses. The fence post 
assembly is provided With an extensible and retractable 
fence strand, such as polytape or Wire, as Well as a ground 
anchor at one end of the fence post to enable the fence post 
to be anchored into the ground. 

[0007] According to one aspect of the invention as de?ned 
in the claims, a fence post assembly is provided that com 
prises a fence post having ?rst and second opposite ends, a 
ground anchor connected to the fence post adjacent the ?rst 
end for anchoring the fence post, and a fence strand assem 
bly connected to the fence post. The fence strand assembly 
includes an extendable and retractable fence strand, and the 
extendable and retractable fence strand is selectively posi 
tionable along the length of the fence post betWeen the ?rst 
and second opposite ends thereof. 
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[0008] According to another aspect of the invention as 
de?ned in the claims, a portable fencing system for forming 
an enclosure is provided that comprises at least one fence 
post assembly, With the at least one fence post assembly 
including: a fence post having ?rst and second opposite 
ends, a ground anchor connected to the fence post adjacent 
the ?rst end for anchoring the post; and a fence strand 
assembly connected to the post. The fence strand assembly 
includes an extendable and retractable fence strand, and the 
extendable and retractable fence strand is selectively posi 
tionable along the length of the fence post betWeen the ?rst 
and second opposite ends thereof. 

[0009] In yet another aspect of the invention as de?ned in 
the claims, a method of forming an enclosure comprises 
providing a ?rst fence post assembly having a fence post 
With ?rst and second opposite ends, a ground anchor con 
nected to the fence post adjacent the ?rst end for anchoring 
the post and a fence strand assembly connected to the post. 
The fence strand assembly includes an extendable and 
retractable fence strand, and the extendable and retractable 
fence strand is selectively positionable along the length of 
the post betWeen the ?rst and second opposite ends thereof. 
The method further includes anchoring the fence post to the 
ground, extending the fence strand a suf?cient amount to at 
least partially form an enclosure; and positioning the fence 
strand along the length of the fence post to achieve the 
desired fence strand height. 

[0010] In still another aspect of the invention, as de?ned 
in the claims, a fence strand assembly for a fence post is 
provided. The fence strand assembly includes a housing that 
includes a clamp assembly con?gured for releasable engage 
ment With the fence post Whereby the housing can be 
connected to and selectively positioned along the fence post. 
In addition, a fence strand material is at least partially 
disposed Within the housing, With the fence strand material 
being extendable and retractable relative to the housing. 

[0011] Another aspect of the invention, as de?ned in the 
claims, provides a fencing kit that comprises a plurality of 
fence post assemblies. Each fence post assembly includes a 
fence post, a ground anchor for anchoring the post, and a 
fence strand assembly. The fence strand assembly includes 
an extendable and retractable fence strand, and means for 
selectively positioning the fence strand along the length of 
the post. 

[0012] These and various other advantages and features of 
novelty Which characteriZe the invention are pointed out 
With particularity in the claims annexed hereto and forming 
a part hereof. HoWever, for a better understanding of the 
invention, its advantages and objects obtained by its use, 
reference should be made to the draWings Which form a 
further part hereof, and to the accompanying description, in 
Which there is described a preferred embodiment of the 
invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0013] Referring to the draWings, Wherein like numerals 
represent like parts throughout the several vieWs: 

[0014] FIG. 1 illustrates a fence post assembly in accor 
dance With the principles of the invention. 

[0015] FIG. 2 is an exploded vieW of the components of 
the fence post assembly. 
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[0016] FIG. 3 is a top perspective vieW of the fence strand 
assembly used on the fence post assembly. 

[0017] FIG. 4 is a bottom perspective vieW of the fence 
strand assembly. 

[0018] FIG. 5 illustrates the spindle used in the fence 
strand assembly. 

[0019] FIGS. 6a and 6b are perspective vieWs of the lock 
lever associated With the fence strand assembly. 

[0020] FIG. 7 is a perspective vieW of the hook disposed 
at the end of the extensible/retractable fence strand. 

[0021] FIG. 8 is a perspective vieW of the handle that is 
connected to the extensible/retractable fence strand. 

[0022] FIG. 9 illustrates a plurality of the fence post 
assemblies forming an enclosure. 

[0023] FIGS. 10A-C illustrate perspective, top and bottom 
vieWs of the ground anchor. 

[0024] FIG. 11 illustrates a fence strand assembly for use 
in an electric fence system. 

[0025] FIG. 11A illustrates the bottom of the fence strand 
assembly in FIG. 11. 

[0026] FIG. 12 illustrates a gate handle that is used to 
connect a bi-polar tape to an adjacent fence strand assembly. 

[0027] FIGS. 13A and 13B illustrate the tWo primary 
parts of the gate handle of FIG. 12. 

[0028] FIG. 14 schematically illustrates the poWer supply 
and control used in the electric fence system. 

[0029] FIG. 15 is a perspective vieW of an alternative 
embodiment of a ground anchor according to the invention. 

[0030] FIG. 16 is cross sectional vieW taken through the 
center of the ground anchor of FIG. 15. 

[0031] FIGS. 17A and 17B illustrate hoW the ground 
anchor cooperates With the post. 

[0032] FIG. 18 illustrates a fence controller that is par 
tially inserted Within a post. 

[0033] 
[0034] FIG. 20 is an exploded perspective vieW of the 
components of the controller. 

FIG. 19 illustrates a back side of the controller. 

[0035] FIG. 21 is a perspective vieW of a cover that 
cooperates With the bottom of the housing to close the 
bottom of the housing. 

[0036] FIG. 22 is a perspective vieW of an alternative 
embodiment of a lock lever. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0037] With reference to FIG. 1, a fence post assembly 10 
in accordance With the principles of the present invention is 
illustrated. The fence post assembly 10 generally includes a 
fence post 12, a fence strand assembly 14 connected to the 
post 12 and adjustable along the length thereof, and a ground 
anchor 16 at one end of the post 12 to enable the post 12 to 
be anchored into the ground. 

[0038] It is to be realiZed that although FIG. 1 illustrates 
the fence post assembly 10 as having a single fence strand 
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assembly 14, multiple fence strand assemblies 14 can be 
connected to the post 12 to permit a multi-strand fence. In 
addition, multiple fence post assemblies 10 can be stacked 
together to provide a multi-strand fence. For instance, a 
second post 12 of a second fence post assembly 10 could be 
designed for securement to the end of a ?rst post 12, such as 
by using removable fasteners such as screWs, Whereby the 
second post 12 is stacked on the ?rst post 12 to increase the 
height of the resulting enclosure. The second fence post 
assembly 10 can include one or more fence strand assem 
blies 14, that cooperate With the one or more fence strand 
assemblies on the ?rst post in de?ning the enclosure. 

[0039] With continued reference to FIG. 1, as Well as to 
FIG. 2, the post 12 has a generally elongated, holloW, 
rectangular shape With a ?rst end 18 and a second end 20. 
The post 12 is made from suitable material, such as metal, 
plastic or ?berglass. The post 12 can have a cross-sectional 
shape other than rectangular, such as triangular or round, if 
desired. Further, it is also contemplated that, in certain 
embodiments, the post 12 could be made solid rather than 
holloW. 

[0040] Connected adjacent to the ?rst end 18 of the post 12 
is the ground anchor 16. The ground anchor 16 is preferably 
made of metal, although plastic could be used as Well. As 
best shoWn in FIGS. 2 and 10A, the ground anchor 16 
includes a sleeve 22 that ?ts over the post 12 adjacent the 
?rst end 18. Apin, bolt, rivet or other suitable fastener (not 
shoWn) preferably extends through holes 24 provided in the 
sleeve 22 and through the post 12 in order to secure the 
ground anchor 16 to the post 12. Extending from the bottom 
of the sleeve 22 is a shaft 26 With an auger 28 disposed at 
the bottom end of the shaft 26. The auger 28 permits the post 
12 to be screWed into the ground, thereby anchoring the 
fence post 10 into the ground. The ground anchor 16 could 
also be designed to ?t Within the end 18 of the post 12, rather 
than over the end 18 of the post 12. In one implementation, 
a shaft 26 having a length of about 8 to about 12 inches has 
been found to be effective. Other shaft lengths could be used 
if desired. 

[0041] The details of an exemplary design of the ground 
anchor 16 are illustrated in FIGS. 10A-C. BetWeen the 
bottom of the sleeve 22 and the shaft 26 is a plate 21. The 
plate 21 is designed to engage the ground When the anchor 
16 is screWed into the ground, thereby providing stability to 
the post 12. As is evident from FIG. 10A, the plate 21 is 
preferably a square With sides having dimension d2 so that 
the plate extends beyond the sides of the sleeve 22 a certain 
distance d1 to provide the stabiliZing effect. In one imple 
mentation, it has been found that a plate 21 having a 
dimension d2 equaling about 3 inches, and a distance d, 
equaling about 0.5 inches, provides adequate stability. HoW 
ever, it is to be realiZed that other plate dimensions could be 
used as Well. 

[0042] To permit drainage of any moisture that may enter 
the post 12 or the sleeve 22, at least one, and preferably tWo 
or more, Weep holes 23 are provided in the plate 21 as best 
seen in FIG. 10B. In addition, the auger 28 is designed to 
facilitate insertion into the ground. If the auger is too Wide, 
it is difficult to screW the anchor into the ground. Therefore, 
the dimensions of the auger 28 are selected to facilitate 
insertion into the ground. By Way of example, the auger 28 
can have the folloWing dimensions: 
















