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(57) ABSTRACT 

The invention provides a robot capable of synchronizing 
With other robots Without raising costs, a robot system, and 
a robot control method. The robot includes a storage portion 
(11) in Which an operating program for the robot is stored, 
a main arithmetic portion (12) for analyzing the operating 
program stored in the storage portion, a sequencer portion 
(13) from Which a signal from the main arithmetic portion is 
output, a driving portion (14) for driving the robot to Which 
the signal from the main arithmetic portion (12) is input, and 
a communications portion (15) for communicating With 
apparatuses connected to a network. In the robot, a signal 
input from an apparatus connected to the sequencer portion 
(13) and a signal input to the communications portion (15) 
are input to the main arithmetic portion (12) so as to perform 
a calculation, and, based on the calculation, a signal is output 
from the main arithmetic portion (12) to the sequencer 
portion (13) or to the driving portion (14). 
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ROBOT, ROBOT SYSTEM, AND ROBOT 
CONTROL METHOD 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0001] This invention relates to a robot, a robot system, 
and a robot control method in Which a robot is connected to 
a network, and the functions of robot input/output, robot 
control, failure diagnosis, maintenance, etc., are performed 
via the netWork. 

BACKGROUND ART 

[0002] Conventionally, one or more industrial robots have 
been installed in a factory or in other similar buildings so as 
to perform the Welding, conveyance, and assembly of com 
ponents of products. In recent years, With the systematiZa 
tion and ef?ciency improvements in manufacturing environ 
ments such as that of a factory, cases have increased in 
Which a medium or large-scale production line is formed, 
and a plurality of industrial robots are installed as equipment 
for carrying out manufacture and inspection so as to con 
struct a 24-hour operation of a mechaniZed production line 
in a manufacturing environment. In that case, as a robot 
installing method, a method is employed in Which the robot 
is installed in the vicinity of the production line of a belt 
conveyer, and is operated synchronously With the belt con 
veyer and With other equipment or is controlled synchro 
nously With the operation of other robots and in a Working 
condition. 

[0003] In order to synchronize the robot With other robots 
or With a production line of a belt conveyer or the like, there 
has been employed a method of connecting a robot 
sequencer by Which an input/output function of the robot is 
performed directly to input/output portions of the other 
robots or the conveyer, or a method of installing one or more 

controllers, such as programmable logic controllers, in the 
factory, thereafter connecting the input/output portions of 
the robots or the belt conveyer to the input/output portions 
of the controllers by means of lines, and alloWing the 
controller to centrally control the equipment installed in the 
factory. 
[0004] In the conventional technique, there is a need to 
physically connect the robot sequencer to the input/output 
portion of the equipment in the factory by means of lines, 
and, in order to connect a plurality of input/output terminals 
to each other, there is a need to connect the input/output 
portions by use of, for example, parallel cables that are made 
up of lines corresponding to the number of terminals. 
HoWever, disadvantageously, if the number of pieces of 
equipment to be connected increases, the number of cables 
increases correspondingly, and, if the distance betWeen 
pieces of equipment increases, that of the cables increases 
correspondingly. Accordingly, a problem resides in that a 
space is required to dispose the cables in the factory, and the 
cost of preparation of the cables rises. 

[0005] Further, in order to perform a logical operation for 
input/output information from one or more pieces of equip 
ment and determine a command to control the one or more 

pieces of equipment on the basis of its result, a method is 
employed in Which all the pieces of equipment are con 
nected to a controller such as a programmable logic con 
troller, and a logical operation is performed by the controller, 
and the result is output to the equipment to be controlled. 
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Accordingly, a problem resides in that the cost of connection 
betWeen the pieces of equipment goes up, or much time is 
consumed in programming the programmable logic control 
ler. 

[0006] Further, information exchanged betWeen the input/ 
output portions is only information for ON/OFF of input/ 
output. Accordingly, a problem resides in that, When a large 
amount of data information is exchanged betWeen the pieces 
of equipment of the production line or When information 
about the factors of errors caused by, for example, the 
breakdown of the equipment is exchanged betWeen the 
pieces of equipment, a dedicated apparatus and a dedicated 
cable are required, and the installation cost rises. 

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION 

[0007] It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
robot, a robot system, and a robot control method, Which is 
capable of synchroniZing With other robots, capable of 
performing a logical operation for input/output information, 
and capable of exchanging data information Without raising 
costs. 

[0008] As a method for solving the aforementioned prob 
lems, the function of connecting a robot to a netWork is 
realiZed. The term “netWor ” mentioned here is to, as a 
method for connection betWeen apparatuses of a production 
line, carry out data communications according to a prede 
termined communications method by use of information 
transmission cables for serial communications not by the use 
of parallel cables made up of a plurality of lines as men 
tioned above. 

[0009] A robot according to a ?rst aspect of the present 
invention comprises a storage portion in Which an operating 
program for the robot is stored, a main arithmetic portion for 
analyZing the operating program stored in the storage por 
tion, a sequencer portion from Which a signal from the main 
arithmetic portion is output, a driving portion for driving the 
robot to Which the signal from the main arithmetic portion 
is input, and a communications portion for communicating 
With apparatuses connected to a netWork, and is character 
iZed in that a signal input from an apparatus connected to the 
sequencer portion to the sequencer portion and a signal input 
to the communications portion are input to the main arith 
metic portion, and a calculation is performed by the main 
arithmetic portion, and, based on the calculation, a signal is 
output from the main arithmetic portion to the sequencer 
portion or to the driving portion. 

[0010] According to the thus constructed robot, since the 
robot can be connected to the netWork, a signal (input 
information) transmitted from the netWork and a signal 
(input information) input from the sequencer portion are 
calculated, and, by determining the operations of the robot 
and the external apparatuses While re?ecting its calculation 
result, the operations of the robot and the external appara 
tuses can be determined in accordance With the usage in the 
production line. Accordingly, the robot can Work as an 
excellent industrial robot capable of synchroniZing With 
other robots and the belt conveyer of the production line. 

[0011] Further, since the robot can be connected to the 
netWork, communications can be carried out merely by 
joining only one information transmission cable to the robot 
even When a plurality of pieces of input/output information 
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necessary to synchronize the robot With other apparatuses 
are exchanged With the apparatuses. Therefore, costs do not 
rise. Further, it becomes possible to transmit and receive not 
only ON/OFF information for input/output but also a large 
amount of data for an operating program of the robot and the 
error factor obtained When an error occurs through the 
netWork. 

[0012] Further, in the thus constructed robot, the main 
arithmetic portion performs a calculation including “AND” 
and “OR” on the basis of a signal input from the apparatus 
connected to the sequencer portion to the sequencer portion 
and a signal input to the communications portion. 

[0013] According to this structure, it is possible to con 
struct a safer system or a production line in correspondence 
With actual usage in a factory. 

[0014] Arobot according to a second aspect of the present, 
invention comprises a storage portion in Which an operating 
program for the robot is stored, a main arithmetic portion for 
analyZing the operating program stored in the storage por 
tion, a sequencer portion from Which a signal from the main 
arithmetic portion is output, a driving portion for driving the 
robot to Which the signal from the main arithmetic portion 
is input, and a communications portion for communicating 
With apparatuses connected to a netWork, and is character 
iZed in that a message signal input from an apparatus 
connected to the sequencer portion to the sequencer portion 
and a message signal input to the communications portion 
are input to the main arithmetic portion, and a calculation is 
performed by the main arithmetic portion, so that a signal 
output from the main arithmetic portion to the sequencer 
portion or a signal output to the driving portion is controlled 
on the basis of the calculation. 

[0015] According to the thus constructed robot, it is pos 
sible to set the most efficient operating speed or the highest 
quality Welding condition, and cause the robot to make 
various movements in correspondence With purposes, in 
addition to the same effect as that of the ?rst aspect of the 
present invention. 

[0016] A robot according to a third aspect of the present 
invention comprises a storage portion in Which an operating 
program for the robot is stored, a main arithmetic portion for 
analyZing the operating program stored in the storage por 
tion, a sequencer portion to Which a signal from the main 
arithmetic portion is input, a driving portion for driving the 
robot to Which the signal from the main arithmetic portion 
is input, a communications portion for communicating With 
apparatuses connected to a netWork, and a communications 
method storage portion in Which information about the 
communications method of the netWork is stored, and is 
characteriZed in that communications are performed on the 
basis of the information stored in the communications 
method storage portion even in a netWork different in the 
communications method. 

[0017] According to the thus constructed robot, the robot 
can be connected to any type of communications-method 
netWork Without exchanging the communications portion, in 
addition to the same effect as that of the ?rst aspect of the 
present invention. 

[0018] This robot is further provided With a plurality of 
input/output terminals, and is further provided With a 
memory table that stores the allotment of input/output 
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terminals used for the input/output part of the sequencer 
portion and input/output terminals used for the input/output 
part of the communications portion. 

[0019] According to this structure, a user can inexpen 
sively prepare the input/output terminal for a netWork and 
connect the robot to the netWork Without neWly adding 
input/output terminals for the netWork to a robot controller. 

[0020] A robot according to a fourth aspect of the present 
invention comprises a storage portion in Which an operating 
program for the robot is stored, a main arithmetic portion for 
analyZing the operating program stored in the storage por 
tion, a sequencer portion to Which a signal from the main 
arithmetic portion is input, a driving portion for driving the 
robot to Which the signal from the main arithmetic portion 
is input, a communications portion for communicating With 
apparatuses connected to a netWork, and a history storage 
portion in Which the history of the state of the robot is stored, 
and is characteriZed in that information about the history 
storage portion is output from the communications portion 
to the netWork When the stop factor of the robot occurs. 

[0021] According to this structure, since the robot can be 
connected to the netWork, the robot can act as an excellent 
industrial robot capable of causing a management apparatus 
connected to the netWork to restore the production line into 
a correct Working condition While using the history infor 
mation by outputting the history of the state of the robot to 
the netWork even When the robot installed in the production 
line is stopped by some factor. 

[0022] This robot is further provided With a plurality of 
input/output terminals, and is further provided With a 
memory table that stores the allotment of input/output 
terminals used for the input/output part of the sequencer 
portion and input/output terminals used for the input/output 
part of the communications portion. 

[0023] Further, a computer is used as the apparatus con 
nected to the netWork, and communications are performed 
betWeen at least tWo computers for information output from 
the history storage portion. 

[0024] According to this structure, since the robot can be 
connected to the netWork, the robot can act as an excellent 
industrial robot capable of transmitting history information 
about the movement of the robot to a second computer 
installed at a remote location and obtaining information 
necessary for maintenance of the robot even in a remote 
location. 

[0025] Further, a computer is used as the apparatus con 
nected to the netWork, and communications are performed 
betWeen at least tWo computers for all of or part of the 
operating program of the robot, thus storing the operating 
program of the robot in the storage portion through the 
communications portion from one of the computers. 

[0026] According to this structure, since the robot can be 
connected to the netWork, the robot-operating program 
reWritten by the manufacturer of the robot can be stored in 
the storage portion of the robot that has had a breakdown, 
and the robot can move according to an appropriate oper 
ating program. Accordingly, it is possible to realiZe an 
excellent industrial robot Whose maintenance can be carried 
out by the manufacturer of the robot from a remote location. 
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[0027] Further, each of the tWo computers is provided With 
an encrypting means for encrypting information to be com 
municated and a decrypting means for restoring encrypted 
information into its original condition. 

[0028] According to this structure, the history information 
or the operating program of the robot is encrypted, and 
thereby information can be prevented from leaking out to a 
third person. 

[0029] Further, the present invention uses a plurality of 
robots, an operating means connected to at least one of the 
robots, a communications portion from Which a signal for 
driving the robot connected to the operating means is output, 
and a computer used as the apparatus connected to the 
netWork, and is characteriZed in that a signal is input from 
the computer to a second robot different from the robot that 
has output the robot driving signal through the communi 
cations portion, and the second robot is driven according to 
information operated by the operating means. 

[0030] According to this structure, a user can easily under 
stand the method of operating the robot, and can safely teach 
the operating method 

[0031] Further, in the present invention, there is provided 
a discrimination means from Which a discrimination sign is 
output to each of the apparatuses connected to the netWork. 

[0032] According to this structure, it becomes possible to 
discriminate information transmitted and received to and 
from the netWork, and determine its priority A robot control 
method according to a ?fth aspect of the invention com 
prises a step for storing an operating program of a robot, a 
step for analyZing a stored operating program, a step for 
outputting a robot-driving signal in accordance With an 
analyZed operating program, a step for outputting a signal 
from an apparatus connected to a netWork, a step for 
inputting a signal from an apparatus connected to a 
sequencer portion, a step for calculating an input signal, and 
a step for controlling an output of the driving signal on the 
basis of the calculation. 

[0033] According to this structure, the movement of an 
external apparatus can be determined in accordance With the 
purpose in a production line. 

[0034] Further, a calculation that includes “AND” and 
“OR” is performed When the input signal is calculated. 

[0035] According to this structure, a safer system can be 
constructed, and a production line corresponding to actual 
use in the factory can be constructed. 

[0036] A robot control method according to a sixth aspect 
of the invention comprises a step for storing an operating 
program of a robot, a step for analyZing a stored operating 
program, a step for outputting a robot-driving signal in 
accordance With an analyZed operating program, a step for 
inputting a message signal from an apparatus connected to 
a netWork, a step for inputting a message signal from an 
apparatus connected to a sequencer portion, a step for 
calculating an input message signal, and a step for control 
ling an output of a signal to be output to the sequencer 
portion or an output of the robot-driving signal on the basis 
of the calculation. 

[0037] According to the thus constructed robot control 
method, the movement of an external apparatus can be 
determined in accordance With the purpose in the production 
line. 

Oct. 31, 2002 

[0038] A robot control method according to a seventh 
aspect of the present invention comprises a step for storing 
an operating program of a robot, a step for analyZing a stored 
operating program, a step for outputting a robot-driving 
signal in accordance With an analyZed operating program, a 
step for storing a history of the state of the robot, and a step 
for outputting the stored history information to the netWork 
When a stop factor of the robot occurs. 

[0039] According to this structure, since the history of the 
state of the robot is output to the netWork, a management 
apparatus connected to the netWork can use the history 
information and restore the production line into a correct 
Working condition even When the robot installed in the 
production line stops by some factor. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

[0040] FIG. 1 is an explanatory draWing for explaining a 
?rst embodiment that includes the basic structure of an 
industrial robot that realiZes the present invention. 

[0041] FIG. 2 is an explanatory draWing for explaining a 
second embodiment. 

[0042] FIG. 3 is an explanatory draWing for explaining a 
fourth embodiment. 

[0043] FIG. 4 is an explanatory draWing for explaining a 
?fth embodiment, in Which (a) is an explanatory draWing of 
the Whole thereof, and (b) is an explanatory draWing of a 
memory table. 

[0044] FIG. 5 is an explanatory draWing for explaining a 
sixth embodiment. 

[0045] FIG. 6 is an explanatory draWing for explaining an 
eighth embodiment. 

[0046] FIG. 7 is an explanatory draWing for explaining a 
tenth embodiment. 

[0047] FIG. 8 is an explanatory draWing for explaining an 
eleventh embodiment. 

[0048] FIG. 9 is an explanatory draWing for explaining a 
tWelfth embodiment. 

MODES FOR CARRYING OUT THE 
INVENTION 

[0049] (Embodiment 1) 
[0050] A ?rst embodiment of the present invention Will be 
described With reference to FIG. 1. FIG. 1 shoWs the basic 
structure of an industrial robot that realiZes the ?rst embodi 
ment of the present invention. In FIG. 1, reference numeral 
11 designates a storage portion in Which an operating 
program of the robot is stored, reference numeral 12 desig 
nates a main arithmetic portion by Which the operating 
program stored in the storage portion 11 is analyZed, refer 
ence numeral 13 designates a sequencer portion for output 
ting a signal from the main arithmetic portion 12 and 
informing the main arithmetic portion 12 about an input 
from an external apparatus 17, reference numeral 14 desig 
nates a driving portion for driving the robot on the basis of 
a signal from the main arithmetic portion 12, and reference 
numeral 15 designates a communications portion for com 
municating With an apparatus connected to a netWork. 
Reference numeral 16 designates a controller that includes 
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the storage portion 11, the main arithmetic portion 12, the 
sequencer portion 13, the driving portion 14, and the com 
munications portion 15. 

[0051] If a control signal is transmitted to the robot from 
the netWork in order to operate the external apparatus 17 
When the external apparatus 17 is connected to the sequencer 
portion 13 as shoWn in FIG. 1, the control signal is sent to 
the main arithmetic portion 12 through the communications 
portion 15. The control signal is then analyZed by the main 
arithmetic portion, thereafter is converted into a signal to 
operate the external apparatus 17, and is transmitted to the 
sequencer portion 13. Thereafter, the sequencer portion 13 
operates the external apparatus 17 on the basis of the signal 
transmitted from the main arithmetic portion 12. 

[0052] On the other hand, if a signal to forbid the opera 
tion of the external apparatus 17 is input from the sequencer 
portion 13, this signal is transmitted to the main arithmetic 
portion 12. At this time, the signal to control the external 
apparatus 17, Which has been previously transmitted from 
the netWork, and the signal to forbid the operation of the 
external apparatus 17, Which has been input from the 
sequencer portion 13, are calculated by the main arithmetic 
portion 12, and the movement of the external apparatus 17 
is determined from the calculation result. Thus, it is possible 
to obtain the effect of being able to determine the movement 
of the external apparatus 17 in accordance With the purpose 
in the production line. 

[0053] (Embodiment 2) 
[0054] A second embodiment of the present invention Will 
be described With reference to FIG. 2. Example 1 of (a) of 
FIG. 2 shoWs that a calculation method used in the main 
arithmetic portion 12 of the ?rst embodiment is an AND 
operation. Even When a robot-moving command is trans 
mitted from the netWork to the robot as an ON-signal 
through the communications portion 15, robot-driving out 
put is turned on by the robot-moving command from the 
netWork only When robot-movement-permission-input is 
given as an ON-signal by the sequencer portion 13. The 
robot-movement-permission-input given by the sequencer 
portion 13 may be given by an operator or may be given by 
other external apparatuses connected to the robot. 

[0055] When the operator must temporarily enter the 
Working space of the robot for some reason, all that is 
needed is to turn the robot-movement-permission-input off. 
If so, the robot-driving output is not turned on even if a 
robot-moving command is sent from the netWork, and the 
robot does not Work. Therefore, the present invention has the 
effect of enabling the operator to safely Work. 

[0056] Further, When a belt conveyer, for example, is used 
as the external apparatus 17 connected to the robot, and 
When the robot operates to the Work on the belt conveyer, the 
robot-movement-permission-input is turned off, and the 
robot-moving command from the netWork is invalidated if a 
sensor installed in the belt conveyer judges that the Work 
position is abnormal. Therefore, the present invention has 
the effect of being able to prevent a malfunction in Which 
operations are performed for Work in an abnormal position. 

[0057] Example 2 of (b) of FIG. 2 shoWs that the calcu 
lation method used in the main arithmetic portion 12 is an 
OR operation When either a robot-stopping command from 
the netWork or robot-stopping-input given by the sequencer 
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portion 13 is turned on or When both of them are turned on, 
the robot-driving output is turned off. The robot-stopping 
input given by the sequencer portion 13 may be given by the 
operator, or may be given by other external apparatuses 
connected to the robot. 

[0058] When the operator Wants to stop the robot for some 
reason, or When the controller that manages the entire 
production line stops the robot because of an abnormality of 
other apparatuses, either of the stopping commands is turned 
on to stop the robot. 

[0059] As mentioned above, the robot inputs a signal that 
has been input from the external apparatus 17 connected to 
the sequencer portion 13 to the sequencer portion 13 and a 
signal that has been input to the communications portion 15 
to the main arithmetic portion 12, thereafter performs the 
AND operation or the OR operation in the main arithmetic 
portion 12, and outputs a signal from the main arithmetic 
portion 12 to the sequencer portion 13 or to the driving 
portion 34 on the basis of the calculation. Therefore, the 
robot has the effect of being able to construct a safer system, 
and has the effect of being able to construct a production line 
corresponding to actual use in the factory. 

[0060] (Embodiment 3) 
[0061] A third embodiment of the present invention Will 
be described With reference to FIG. 1. In this embodiment, 
a message transmitted from the netWork to the robot is a 
robot-moving command message, and, on the other hand, a 
message input by the sequencer portion 13 of the robot is the 
operation speed of the robot. A movement command mes 
sage from the netWork is sent to the main arithmetic portion 
12 through the communications portion 15, and the contents 
of the message data are analyZed by the main arithmetic 
portion 12. On the other hand, an operation speed message 
input by the sequencer portion 13 is also sent to the main 
arithmetic portion 12. At this time, the movement command 
message from the netWork and the operation speed message 
from the sequencer portion 13 are calculated by the main 
arithmetic portion 12, and the robot moves at a speed input 
by the sequencer portion 13 When a robot-moving command 
is transmitted from the netWork. 

[0062] The movement of the robot is controlled by a 
control command transmitted to the robot by means of a 
controller disposed on the netWork that manages the pro 
duction line. On the other hand, the operation speed of the 
robot may be set by the operator, or may be input by an 
external shaft connected to the robot. If the operator inputs 
the operation speed of the robot, the speed can be set in 
accordance With the Working condition of the robot. There 
fore, the present invention has the effect of enabling the 
operator to input the most efficient operating speed in the 
nearest to the robot. 

[0063] If an external apparatus connected to the robot sets 
the operation speed of the robot, a sensor, for example, 
connected to the robot detects the Working condition of the 
robot, and the operation speed of the robot can be set in 
accordance With the condition. Therefore, the present inven 
tion has the effect of enabling the external apparatus con 
nected to the robot to set the most efficient operating speed 
Without depending on a command of the controller disposed 
on the netWork. 

[0064] Next, a case Will be shoWn in Which a message 
transmitted from the netWork to the robot is a Welding 
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command message of the robot, and, on the other hand, a 
message input by the robot sequencer 13 is a Welding 
condition message of the robot. The Welding command 
message from the netWork is sent to the main arithmetic 
portion 12 through the communications portion 15, and the 
contents of the message data are analyzed by the main 
arithmetic portion 12. On the other hand, the Welding 
condition message input by the sequencer portion 13 is also 
sent to the main arithmetic portion 12. At this time, the 
Welding command message from the netWork and the Weld 
ing condition message from the sequencer portion are cal 
culated by the main arithmetic portion 12, and the robot 
performs a Welding operation under a Welding condition 
input by the sequencer portion 13 When a Welding command 
is transmitted from the netWork. 

[0065] If the operator inputs the Welding condition of the 
robot, the Welding condition can be set in accordance With 
a ?nish made by the Welding operation of the robot. There 
fore, the present invention has the effect of enabling the 
operator to input the highest-quality Welding condition in the 
nearest to the robot. 

[0066] If the external apparatus 17 connected to the robot 
sets the Welding condition of the robot, a sensor, for 
example, connected to the robot detects a ?nish made by the 
Welding operation of the robot, and the Welding condition of 
the robot can be set in accordance With the ?nish. Therefore, 
the present invention has the effect of enabling the external 
apparatus 17 connected to the robot to set a Welding con 
dition highest in quality. 
[0067] As mentioned above, the robot inputs a message 
signal that has been input from the apparatus connected to 
the sequencer portion 13 to the sequencer portion 13 and a 
message signal that has been input to the communications 
portion 15 to the main arithmetic portion 12, thereafter 
performs a calculation in the main arithmetic portion 12, and 
controls a signal output from the main arithmetic portion 12 
to the sequencer portion 13 on the basis of the calculation. 
In this robot, not only ON/OFF data of input/output but also 
messages can be calculated. Therefore, the present invention 
has the effect of enabling the robot to perform various 
movements corresponding to actual use in the factory. The 
message from the netWork and the message input from the 
sequencer portion 13 bring about a similar effect not only in 
the above-mentioned case but also in other movement 
commands or parameters. 

[0068] (Embodiment 4) 
[0069] A fourth embodiment of the present invention Will 
be described With reference to FIG. 3. Although the robot 
can be connected to the netWork in the present invention, a 
communications method, such as a communications proto 
col, largely depends on the system of a production line or a 
user. In this case, a method of exchanging a communications 
portion in accordance With the communications method of 
the netWork has been employed. HoWever, according to this 
method, much time is consumed in the exchange, and 
exchange costs are entailed. 

[0070] Therefore, the present invention includes a com 
munications method storage portion in Which information 
about the communications method of the netWork is stored, 
by Which communications can be performed on the basis of 
the information stored in the communications method stor 
age portion even in a netWork having a different communi 
cations method. 
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[0071] FIG. 3 shoWs the structure of an industrial robot 
that realiZes the present invention. In FIG. 3, reference 
numeral 31 designates a storage portion in Which an oper 
ating program of the robot is stored, reference numeral 32 
designates a main arithmetic portion by Which the operating 
program stored in the storage portion 31 is analyZed, refer 
ence numeral 33 designates a sequencer portion for output 
ting a signal from the main arithmetic portion 32 and 
informing the main arithmetic portion 32 about an input 
from an external apparatus 37, reference numeral 34 desig 
nates a driving portion for driving the robot on the basis of 
a signal from the main arithmetic portion 32, reference 
numeral 35 designates a communications portion for com 
municating With an apparatus connected to a netWork, and 
reference numeral 38 designates a communications method 
storage portion in Which information about the communi 
cations method of the netWork is stored. Reference numeral 
36 designates a controller that includes the storage portion 
31, the main arithmetic portion 32, the sequencer portion 33, 
the driving portion 34, the communications portion 35, and 
the communications method storage portion 38. 

[0072] Let us assume that a communications method “A” 
is being used in a certain factory. An operator sets the 
communications method “A” by means of an operation 
panel of the robot When the robot is connected to the 
netWork. At this time, the communications protocol and the 
communications speed of the communications method “A” 
are prestored in the communications method storage portion 
38, and the communications portion 35 performs a commu 
nications function With the netWork in accordance With 
information about the communications method “A” stored in 
the communications method storage portion 38. Likewise, 
When the operator sets a communications method “B”, the 
communications portion 35 performs a communications 
function With the netWork in accordance With information 
about the communications method “B” stored in the com 
munications method storage portion 38. 

[0073] The communications method storage portion 38 
can store a plurality of communications methods, and the 
operator can select a plurality of communications methods 
corresponding to a condition of the production line of the 
factory. 
[0074] The present invention provides the communica 
tions method storage portion 38 in Which communications 
methods are stored, and, accordingly, has the effect of being 
able to connect the robot to any type of communications 
method-netWork Without exchanging the communications 
portion 35 even in a netWork having a different communi 
cations method. 

[0075] (Embodiment 5) 
[0076] A?fth embodiment of the present invention Will be 
described With reference to FIG. 4. (a) of FIG. 4 shoWs the 
structure of an industrial robot that realiZes the present 
invention. In (a) of FIG. 4, reference numeral 41 designates 
a storage portion in Which an operating program of the robot 
is stored, reference numeral 42 designates a main arithmetic 
portion by Which the operating program stored in the storage 
portion 41 is analyZed, reference numeral 43 designates a 
sequencer portion for outputting a signal from the main 
arithmetic portion 42 and in forming the main arithmetic 
portion 42 about an input from an external apparatus 47, 
reference numeral 44 designates a driving portion for driv 
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ing the robot on the basis of a signal from the main 
arithmetic portion 42, reference numeral 45 designates a 
communications portion for communicating With an appa 
ratus connected to a netWork, and reference numeral 47 
designates an eXternal apparatus controlled by the input/ 
output of the sequencer portion 43. Reference numeral 46 
designates a controller that includes the storage portion 41, 
the main arithmetic portion 42, the sequencer portion 43, the 
driving portion 44, and the communications portion 45. This 
structure is the same as each of the ?rst through fourth 
embodiments, and the ?fth embodiment is applicable to each 
of them. 

[0077] If the robot is not connected to the netWork, all 
input/output terminals of the robot sequencer 43 are used for 
the input/output processing of the robot When the robot 
moves on the basis of the operating program stored in the 
storage portion 41. 

[0078] On the other hand, if the robot is connected to the 
netWork, an input/output command from the netWork is sent 
to the sequencer portion 43 via the communications portion 
45 When the sequencer portion 43 is directly informed about 
the input/output command from the netWork. In this case, in 
the conventional technique, there has been a need to prepare 
a sequencer portion for the netWork and add it to the 
controller of the robot. 

[0079] The addition of the sequencer portion for the 
netWork to the robot controller entails neW cost, Which are 
imposed on a user. 

[0080] In the present invention, a memory table that stores 
the allotment of an input/output terminal used for the 
input/output part of the robot sequencer 43 and an input/ 
output terminal used for the input/output part of the com 
munications portion 45 is provided in the storage portion 41, 
and input/output is performed in accordance With the 
memory table. 

[0081] In the memory table of FIG. 4(b), the 1st through 
32nd input/output terminals are, respectively, used as input/ 
output terminals for the robot, and the 33rd through 64th 
input/output terminals are, respectively, used as input/output 
terminals for the netWork. In this memory table, the operator 
can set an arbitrary allotment by means of the operation 
panel of the robot controller, and the allotment that has been 
set is stored in the storage portion 41 as a memory table. 

[0082] As mentioned above, the present invention pro 
vides a plurality of input/output terminals, and provides the 
memory table that stores the allotment of the input/output 
terminal used for the input/output part of the sequencer 
portion 43 and the input/output terminal used for the input/ 
output part of the communications portion 45. Therefore, the 
present invention has the effect of being able to prepare the 
input/output terminal for the netWork Without neWly adding 
input/output terminals for the netWork to the robot controller 
and the effect of enabling the user to inexpensively connect 
the robot to the netWork. 

[0083] (Embodiment 6) 
[0084] A siXth embodiment of the present invention Will 
be described With reference to FIG. 5. FIG. 5 shoWs the 
structure of an industrial robot that realiZes the present 
invention. In FIG. 5, reference numeral 51 designates a 
storage portion in Which an operating program of the robot 
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is stored, reference numeral 52 designates a main arithmetic 
portion by Which the operating program stored in the storage 
portion 51 is analyZed, reference numeral 53 designates a 
sequencer portion for outputting a signal from the main 
arithmetic portion 52 and informing the main arithmetic 
portion 52 about an input from an eXternal apparatus, 
reference numeral 54 designates a driving portion for driv 
ing the robot on the basis of a signal from the main 
arithmetic portion 52, reference numeral 55 designates a 
communications portion for communicating With an appa 
ratus connected to a netWork, and reference numeral 57 
designates a history storage portion in Which the history of 
a robot state is stored. Reference numeral 56 designates a 
controller that includes these elements. 

[0085] The robot is operated While recording information 
about Which step of the operating program is being executed, 
about hoW the operator has operated, or about the state of the 
input/output in the history storage portion 57 for the past 
several minutes When the industrial robot installed in the 
production line is Working. Further, When the robot stops for 
some cause, the stop factor is recorded in the history storage 
portion 57. 

[0086] As method 1 of outputting the information stored in 
the history storage portion 57 to the netWork When the robot 
stops, there is a method of alloWing the robot to automati 
cally output the history information stored in the history 
storage portion 57 to the netWork via the communications 
portion 55. Further, as method 2, there is a method in Which 
an information-requesting command is issued from the 
netWork to the robot after the robot stops, and the robot 
responds to this command and outputs the history informa 
tion stored in the history storage portion 57 to the netWork 
via the communications portion 55. 

[0087] The robot movement history information that has 
been output to the netWork is transmitted to the management 
apparatus of the production line connected to the netWork, 
and the factor that has caused the stop of the robot or the 
robot movement history is analyZed so as to take appropriate 
action for the stopped robot and the entire production line. 
Therefore, the production line can be restored into a correct 
Working condition. 

[0088] As mentioned above, in the present invention, the 
history storage portion 57 in Which the history of the state of 
the robot is stored is provided, and the robot outputs 
information stored in the history storage portion 57 from the 
communications portion 55 to the netWork When the stop 
factor of the robot occurs. Accordingly, the history of the 
state of the robot is output to the netWork even When the 
robot installed in the production line stops for some reason, 
and, advantageously, the management apparatus connected 
to the netWork can restore the production line into a correct 
Working condition by use of this history information. 

[0089] (Embodiment 7) 
[0090] A seventh embodiment of the present invention 
Will be described With reference to FIG. 5. In this embodi 
ment, the history storage portion 57 mentioned in the siXth 
embodiment in Which the history of the state of the robot is 
stored is provided, and the robot outputs information stored 
in the history storage portion 57 from the communications 
portion 55 to the netWork When the stop factor of the robot 
occurs. The robot further includes the memory table men 
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tioned in the ?fth embodiment that stores the allotment of 
the input/output terminal used for the input/output part of the 
robot sequencer 43 and the input/output terminal used for 
the input/output part of the communications portion 45 in 
the storage portion 51. This robot has the same effect as in 
the sixth embodiment. 

[0091] (Embodiment 3) An eighth embodiment of the 
present invention will be described with reference to FIG. 6. 
FIG. 6 shows the structure of an industrial robot that realiZes 
the present invention. In FIG. 6, reference numeral 61 
designates a storage portion in which an operating program 
of the robot is stored, reference numeral 62 designates a 
main arithmetic portion by which the operating program 
stored in the storage portion 61 is analyZed, reference 
numeral 63 designates a sequencer portion for outputting a 
signal from the main arithmetic portion 62 and informing the 
main arithmetic portion 62 about an input from an external 
apparatus, reference numeral 64 designates a driving portion 
for driving the robot on the basis of a signal from the main 
arithmetic portion 62, reference numeral 65 designates a 
communications portion for communicating with an appa 
ratus connected to a network, reference numeral 67 desig 
nates a history storage portion in which the history of a robot 
state is stored, and reference numeral 66 designates a 
controller that includes these elements. Reference numeral 
68 designates a ?rst computer connected to the network, and 
reference numeral 69 designates a second computer that is 
connected to the ?rst computer 68 and that can communicate 
with the ?rst computer 68. 

[0092] In the robot of the sixth embodiment and in the 
robot of the seventh embodiment, the history information 
regarding the robot state is output to the network through the 
communications portion 65 of the robot when the robot 
stops for some cause. The history information of the robot 
output to the network is transmitted to the ?rst computer 68 
that functions as a management apparatus of the production 
line. The ?rst computer 68 that has received the history 
information of the robot from the network can restore the 
production line into a correct working condition by use of 
this history information. 

[0093] Herein, it is also possible to transmit the history 
information of the state of the robot to the second computer 
69 different from the ?rst computer 68. For example, if the 
stop factor of the robot is a breakdown of the robot, the 
history information that can analyZe the cause leading to the 
breakdown is transmitted via the network to the ?rst com 
puter 68 installed in the same factory as the robot is set. 
Thereafter, the ?rst computer 68 is connected to the second 
computer 69 installed in the manufacturer of the robot via a 
telecommunications line, and the history information 
obtained when the robot breakdown occurs is transmitted to 
the second computer 69 through the telecommunications 
line. The history information that has been obtained when 
the robot breakdown occurs and has been transmitted to the 
second computer 69 is analyZed by the manufacturer of the 
robot, and thereby the cause of why the breakdown occurred 
can be speci?ed. 

[0094] As mentioned above, the present invention realiZes 
a robot system in which communications are performed 
between at least the two computers 68 and 69 about infor 
mation output from the history storage portion 67 by use of 
the computers 68 and 69 serving as the apparatus connected 
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to the network. Therefore, the present invention has the 
effect of being able to transmit the movement history infor 
mation regarding the state of the robot to the second com 
puter 69 installed at the remote location and being able to 
obtain information necessary for maintaining the robot even 
if it is at a remote location. 

[0095] (Embodiment 9) 
[0096] A ninth embodiment of the present invention will 
be described with reference to FIG. 6. In the eighth embodi 
ment, if the stop factor of the robot is, for example, the 
breakdown of the robot, the movement history information 
about the robot is transmitted to the ?rst computer 68 
connected to the network, and is transmitted to the second 
computer 69 connected to the ?rst computer 68 so as to 
analyZe the history information obtained when the break 
down of the robot occurred. Thereby, the cause of why the 
breakdown occurred can be speci?ed. If the second com 
puter 69 is installed at the manufacturer of the robot, the 
manufacturer corrects the operating program of the robot 
from the speci?ed cause of the breakdown of the robot. The 
corrected operating program is transmitted from the second 
computer 69 to the ?rst computer 68, and the ?rst computer 
68 outputs this operating program to the network, and the 
operating program is stored in the storage portion 61 of the 
robot via the communications portion 65. 

[0097] As mentioned above, the present invention realiZes 
a robot system in which the computers 68 and 69 are used 
as the apparatus connected to the network, and communi 
cations are performed between at least the two computers 68 
and 69 for the whole of or a part of the operating program 
of the robot, and the operating program of the robot is stored 
in the storage portion 61 via the communications portion 65 
from either the computer 68 or the computer 69. Accord 
ingly, since communications are performed between the two 
computers 68 and 69 for the operating program of the robot 
that has been corrected by the manufacturer, the corrected 
program is stored in the storage portion 61 of the robot that 
has caused the breakdown. Therefore, the present invention 
has the effect of being able to operate the robot according to 
an appropriate operating program, and being able to allow 
the manufacturer to maintain the robot at a remote location. 

[0098] (Embodiment 10) 
[0099] A tenth embodiment of the present invention will 
be described with reference to FIG. 7. FIG. 7 shows the 
structure of an industrial robot that realiZes the present 
invention. In FIG. 7, reference numeral 71 designates a ?rst 
computer connected to a network, reference numeral 72 
designates a second computer that is connected to the ?rst 
computer 71 and that can communicate with the ?rst com 
puter 71, and reference numeral 73 designates an encryption/ 
decryption means for encrypting information, which is given 
as software in the ?rst or second computer 71 or 72 and 
which is output from the ?rst or second computer 71 or 72, 
and for decrypting the encrypted information that is being 
transmitted from the ?rst or second computer 71 or 72. A 
controller 66 is the same as that of, for example, FIG. 6, and 
this embodiment is applicable to the eighth embodiment or 
to the ninth embodiment. 

[0100] When history information regarding a robot move 
ment or the operating program of the robot is transmitted and 
received between at least the two computers 71 and 72, data 
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is output to the encryption/decryption means 73, and the 
encryption/decryption means 73 encrypts the input data. At 
this time, the encrypting means uses a common-key cryp 
tosystem or a public-key cryptosystem that is employed as 
an encrypting means on the Internet. The encrypted state is 
transmitted to the computer of the other party through the 
telecommunications line, is then decrypted by the encryp 
tion/decryption means 73, and is output to the computer. 

[0101] As mentioned above, the present invention realizes 
a robot system in Which the encrypting means for encrypting 
information to be communicated and the decrypting means 
for restoring encrypted information into an original state are 
provided in the tWo computers 71 and 72. Therefore, the 
present invention has the effect of being able to prevent 
information from leaking out to a third party as a result of 
the encryption of the history information or the operating 
program of the robot. 

[0102] (Embodiment 11) 
[0103] An eleventh embodiment of the present invention 
Will be described With reference to FIG. 8. FIG. 8 shoWs the 
structure of an industrial robot that realiZes the present 
invention. In FIG. 8, reference numeral 81 designates a 
computer connected to a netWork, reference numeral 86 
designates a ?rst controller, reference numeral 82 designates 
a communications portion disposed in the ?rst controller 86 
for communicating With an apparatus connected to the 
netWork, reference numeral 83 designates an operating 
means for operating the robot, reference numeral 87 desig 
nates a second controller, reference numeral 84 designates a 
communications portion disposed in the second controller 
87 for communicating With an apparatus connected to the 
netWork, and reference numeral 85 designates an operating 
means for operating the robot. 

[0104] When the operator uses the operating means 83 and 
operates the robot, a signal to drive the robot is also output 
to the communications portion 82, and is further transmitted 
to the ?rst computer 81 connected to the netWork. The ?rst 
computer 81 transmits the signal to the second controller 87 
connected to the netWork, and the signal is used as a 
robot-driving signal to drive the robot via the communica 
tions portion 84. At this time, operations for the operator to 
operate the robot While using the operating means 83 of the 
?rst controller 86 is transmitted to the second controller 87 
via the netWork Without changing the operations, and the 
robot connected to the ?rst controller 86 and the robot 
connected to the second controller 87 perform exactly the 
same movement. 

[0105] As mentioned above, the present invention realiZes 
a robot system in Which a signal is input via the communi 
cations portion 84 from the computer 81 to the second robot 
different from the robot that outputs the robot-driving signal, 
and the second robot is driven according to information 
operated by the operating means 85, using the operating 
means 83 and 85 connected to the robot, the communica 
tions portions 82 and 84 connected to the operating means 
83 and 85 for outputting a signal to drive the robot, and the 
computer 81 as an apparatus connected to the netWork. 
Accordingly, the tWo robots can be caused to perform 
eXactly the same movement. For example, in a case in Which 
a service engineer Who fully knoWs the robot-operating 
method teaches the operating method to a user ineXperi 
enced in operating the robot, When the service engineer uses 
the operating means and operates the robot installed in front 
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of the service engineer, the robot installed in front of the user 
also performs the same movement, thus making it easy for 
the user to understand the robot-operating method. Further, 
as an applied usage, a system is realiZed in Which the service 
engineer operates the robot With the operating means 83 
according to the method of the ?rst embodiment, and, at the 
same time, the user operates the robot With the operating 
means 85, and the robot Works for the ?rst time When the 
tWo operations completely coincide With each other. There 
fore, the present invention has the effect of being able to 
teach the robot-operating method to the user more safely. 

[0106] (Embodiment 12) 
[0107] AtWelfth embodiment of the present invention Will 
be described With reference to FIG. 9. FIG. 9 shoWs the 
structure of an industrial robot that realiZes the present 
invention. In FIG. 9, reference numeral 91 designates a 
computer connected to a netWork, reference numeral 96 
designates a ?rst controller, reference numeral 92 designates 
a communications portion disposed in the ?rst controller 96 
for communicating With apparatuses connected to the net 
Work, reference numeral 93 designates a discrimination 
means connected to the netWork for outputting a sign by 
Which apparatuses connected to the netWork are discrimi 
nated from each other, reference numeral 97 designates a 
second controller, reference numeral 94 designates a com 
munications portion disposed in the second controller 97 for 
communicating With apparatuses connected to the netWork, 
and reference numeral 95 designates a discrimination 
means. 

[0108] When the robot transmits and receives information 
to and from the netWork, the information is transmitted 
through the communications portion 92 or 94. At this time, 
the discrimination means 93 or 95 gives an apparatus 
discriminating sign to each of the apparatuses connected to 
the netWork, and the information is transmitted and received 
to and from the netWork. 

[0109] As described in the above embodiment, When the 
robot is connected to the netWork, information is transmitted 
and received to and from the computers or the other appa 
ratuses connected to the netWork. In this case, there is a need 
to determine Which apparatus the information running on the 
netWork is output from. The disposition of the discrimina 
tion means 93 and 95 in each robot makes the discrimination 
of information possible. Further, When each robot simulta 
neously transmits information to the netWork, the sign given 
by the discrimination means 93 and 95 determines priority, 
and information is transmitted and received to and from the 
netWork in the order of priority. 

[0110] Accordingly, since the present invention realiZes a 
robot system that includes the discrimination means 93 and 
95 for outputting an apparatus-discriminating sign to each of 
the apparatuses connected to the netWork, the present inven 
tion has the effect of being able to discriminate pieces of 
information transmitted and received to and from the net 
Work and being able to determine priority according to the 
sign given by the discrimination means. 

[0111] (Embodiment 13) 
[0112] A thirteenth embodiment of the present invention 
Will be described. As a ?rst step of a robot control method, 
an operator operates a robot and indicates a movement 
pattern of the robot While using an operating means, and 
stores the movement pattern and a robot control program 
used to realiZe the movement pattern in a storage portion of 
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the robot as an operating program. As a second step, a main 
arithmetic portion analyzes the operating program stored in 
the storage portion, and a robot-driving signal to drive the 
robot is output. As a third step, a signal from an apparatus 
connected to a netWork is input through a communications 
portion. As a fourth step, a signal from an apparatus con 
nected to a robot sequencer is input. As a ?fth step, the signal 
from the netWork that has been input in the third step and the 
signal from the sequencer that has been input in the fourth 
step are calculated. As a siXth step, the robot-driving signal 
is output on the basis of the result obtained in the ?fth step, 
and the robot is driven. In order to continuously drive the 
robot, the second through siXth steps are repeated. 

[0113] As mentioned above, the present invention realiZes 
a robot control method that includes a step for storing an 
operating program of a robot, a step for analyZing a stored 
operating program, a step for outputting a robot-driving 
signal in accordance With an analyZed operating program, a 
step for inputting a signal from an apparatus connected to a 
netWork, a step for inputting a signal from an apparatus 
connected to a sequencer portion, a step for calculating the 
input signal, and a step for controlling an output of the 
robot-driving signal on the basis of the calculation. Thereby, 
the signal that has been previously transmitted from the 
netWork and the signal that has been input from the 
sequencer portion are calculated by the main arithmetic 
portion, and the movement of the robot and the movement 
of the eXternal apparatus connected to the robot are deter 
mined from the calculation result. Thus, the present inven 
tion has the effect of being able to determine the movement 
of the external apparatus in accordance With the purpose in 
the production line. 

[0114] (Embodiment 14) 
[0115] A fourteenth embodiment of the present invention 
Will be described. When the signal from the netWork that has 
been input in the third step and the signal from the sequencer 
that has been input in the fourth step are calculated in the 
?fth step of the thirteenth embodiment, a robot-driving 
output is turned on by a robot-moving command from the 
netWork only When a robot-movement-permission-input is 
given by the sequencer portion as an ON-signal even if the 
robot-moving command is transmitted from the netWork to 
the robot as an ON-signal in the case of, for eXample, an 
AND operation. Therefore, the present invention has the 
effect of being able to construct a safer system. In the case 
of an OR operation, the robot-driving output is turned off 
When either a robot-stopping command from the netWork or 
a robot-stopping input in the sequencer portion is turned on 
or When both of them are turned on. Therefore, the present 
invention has the effect of being able to construct a produc 
tion line corresponding to actual use in the factory Accord 
ingly, since the present invention realiZes a robot control 
method in Which an AND operation and an OR operation are 
performed, the present invention has the effect of being able 
to construct a safer system and the effect of being able to 
construct a production line corresponding to actual use in the 
factory. 

[0116] (Embodiment 15) 
[0117] A ?fteenth embodiment of the present invention 
Will be described. As a ?rst step of a robot control method, 
an operator operates a robot and indicates a movement 
pattern of the robot by use of an operating means, and stores 
the movement pattern and a robot control program used to 
realiZe the movement pattern in a storage portion of the 
robot as an operating program. As a second step, a main 
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arithmetic portion analyZes the operating program stored in 
the storage portion, and a robot-driving signal to drive the 
robot is output. As a third step, a message signal from an 
apparatus connected to a netWork is input through a com 
munications portion. As a fourth step, a message signal from 
an apparatus connected to a robot sequencer is input. As a 
?fth step, the message signal from the netWork that has been 
input in the third step and the message signal from the 
sequencer that has been input in the fourth step are calcu 
lated. As a siXth step, the robot-driving signal is output on 
the basis of the result obtained in the ?fth step, and the robot 
is driven. In order to continuously drive the robot, the second 
through siXth steps are repeated. 

[0118] As mentioned above, the present invention realiZes 
a robot control method that includes a step for storing an 
operating program of a robot, a step for analyZing a stored 
operating program, a step for outputting a robot-driving 
signal in accordance With an analyZed operating program, a 
step for inputting a message signal from an apparatus 
connected to a netWork, a step for inputting a message signal 
from an apparatus connected to a sequencer portion, a step 
for calculating the input message signal, and a step for 
controlling an output of the driving signal on the basis of the 
calculation. Thereby, the message signal that has been 
previously transmitted from the netWork and the message 
signal that has been input from the sequencer portion are 
calculated by the main arithmetic portion, and the movement 
of the robot and the movement of the external apparatus 
connected to the robot are determined from the calculation 
result. Thus, the present invention has the effect of being 
able to determine the movement of the eXternal apparatus in 
accordance With the purpose in the production line. 

[0119] (Embodiment 16) 
[0120] A siXteenth embodiment of the present invention 
Will be described. As a ?rst step of a robot control method, 
an operator operates a robot and indicates a movement 
pattern of the robot by use of an operating means, and stores 
the movement pattern and a robot control program used to 
realiZe the movement pattern in a storage portion of the 
robot as an operating program. As a second step, a main 
arithmetic portion analyZes the operating program stored in 
the storage portion, and a robot-driving signal to drive the 
robot is output. As a third step, the movement state of the 
robot during a past ?Xed time is stored in a history storage 
portion. As a fourth step, the history information stored in 
the third step is output to the netWork if the robot stops. In 
order to continuously drive the robot, the second through 
fourth steps are repeated. 

[0121] Accordingly, the present invention realiZes a robot 
control method that includes a step for storing an operating 
program of a robot, a step for analyZing a stored operating 
program, a step for outputting a robot-driving signal in 
accordance With an analyZed operating program, a step for 
storing the history of a state of the robot, and a step for 
outputting the stored history information to the netWork 
When a stop factor of the robot occurs. Therefore, the present 
invention has the effect of being able to restore the produc 
tion line into a correct Working condition While a manage 
ment apparatus connected to the netWork uses the history 
information because the history of the state of the robot is 
output to the netWork even When the robot installed in the 
production line stops by some factor. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A robot comprising a storage portion in Which an 

operating program for the robot is stored, a main arithmetic 
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portion for analyzing the operating program stored in the 
storage portion, a sequencer portion from Which a signal 
from the main arithmetic portion is output, a driving portion 
for driving the robot to Which a signal from the main 
arithmetic portion is input, and a communications portion 
for communicating With apparatuses connected to a net 
Work, Wherein a signal input from an apparatus connected to 
the sequencer portion to the sequencer portion and a signal 
input to the communications portion are input to the main 
arithmetic portion, and a calculation is performed by the 
main arithmetic portion, and, based on the calculation, a 
signal is output from the main arithmetic portion to the 
sequencer portion or to the driving portion. 

2. The robot of claim 1, Wherein the main arithmetic 
portion performs a calculation including “AND” and “OR” 
on the basis of a signal input from the apparatus connected 
to the sequencer portion to the sequencer portion and a 
signal input to the communications portion. 

3. A robot comprising a storage portion in Which an 
operating program for the robot is stored, a main arithmetic 
portion for analyZing the operating program stored in the 
storage portion, a sequencer portion from Which a signal 
from the main arithmetic portion is output, a driving portion 
for driving the robot to Which the signal from the main 
arithmetic portion is input, and a communications portion 
for communicating With apparatuses connected to a net 
Work, Wherein a message signal input from an apparatus 
connected to the sequencer portion to the sequencer portion 
and a message signal input to the communications portion 
are input to the main arithmetic portion, and a calculation is 
performed by the main arithmetic portion, and, based on the 
calculation, a signal output from the main arithmetic portion 
to the sequencer portion or a signal output to the driving 
portion is controlled. 

4. A robot comprising a storage portion in Which an 
operating program for the robot is stored, a main arithmetic 
portion for analyZing the operating program stored in the 
storage portion, a sequencer portion to Which a signal from 
the main arithmetic portion is input, a driving portion for 
driving the robot to Which the signal from the main arith 
metic portion is input, a communications portion for com 
municating With apparatuses connected to a netWork, and a 
communications method storage portion in Which informa 
tion about a communications method of the netWork is 
stored, Wherein communications are performed on the basis 
of the information stored in the communications method 
storage portion even in a netWork different in the commu 
nications method. 

5. The robot of any one of claim 1 through claim 4, further 
comprising a plurality of input/output terminals and a 
memory table that stores allotment of input/output terminals 
used for an input/output part of the sequencer portion and 
input/output terminals used for an input/output part of the 
communications portion. 

6. A robot comprising a storage portion in Which an 
operating program for the robot is stored, a main arithmetic 
portion for analyZing the operating program stored in the 
storage portion, a sequencer portion to Which a signal from 
the main arithmetic portion is input, a driving portion for 
driving the robot to Which the signal from the main arith 
metic portion is input, a communications portion for com 
municating With apparatuses connected to a netWork, and a 
history storage portion in Which a history of a state of the 
robot is stored, Wherein information about the history stor 
age portion is output from the communications portion to the 
netWork When a stop factor of the robot occurs. 
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7. The robot of claim 6, further comprising a plurality of 
input/output terminals and a memory table that stores allot 
ment of input/output terminals used for an input/output part 
of the sequencer portion and input/output terminals used for 
an input/output part of the communications portion. 

8. A robot system in Which the robot of claim 6 or claim 
7 and computers that are apparatuses connected to the 
netWork are used, and communications are performed 
betWeen at least tWo computers regarding information out 
put from the history storage portion. 

9. A robot system in Which the robot of any one of claim 
1 through claim 7 and computers that are apparatuses 
connected to the netWork are used, and communications are 
performed betWeen at least tWo computers for all of or part 
of the operating program of the robot, and the operating 
program of the robot is stored in the storage portion through 
the communications portion from one of the computers. 

10. The robot system of claim 8 or claim 9, Wherein the 
tWo computers have encrypting means for encrypting infor 
mation to be communicated and decrypting means for 
restoring encrypted information into an original condition. 

11. A robot system in Which a plurality of the robots as 
recited in anyone of claim 1 through claim 7, an operating 
means connected to at least one of the robots, a communi 
cations portion from Which a signal for driving the robot 
connected to the operating means is output, and a computer 
used as the apparatus connected to the netWork are used, and 
a signal is input from the computer to a second robot 
different from a robot that has output the robot-driving signal 
through the communications portion, and the second robot is 
driven according to information operated by the operating 
means. 

12. The robot system of any one of claim 9 through claim 
11, further comprising a discrimination means from Which 
an apparatus-discriminating sign is output to each apparatus 
connected to the netWork. 

13. A robot control method comprising a step for storing 
an operating program of a robot, a step for analyZing a stored 
operating program, a step for outputting a robot-driving 
signal in accordance With an analyZed operating program, a 
step for inputting a signal from an apparatus connected to a 
netWork, a step for inputting a signal from an apparatus 
connected to a sequencer portion, a step for calculating an 
input signal, and a step for controlling an output of the 
driving signal on the basis of a calculation. 

14. The robot control method of claim 13, Wherein a 
calculation that includes “AND” and “OR” is performed 
When the input signal is calculated. 

15. A robot control method comprising a step for storing 
an operating program of a robot, a step for analyZing a stored 
operating program, a step for outputting a robot-driving 
signal in accordance With an analyZed operating program, a 
step for inputting a message signal from an apparatus 
connected to a netWork, a step for inputting a message signal 
from an apparatus connected to a sequencer portion, a step 
for calculating an input message signal, and a step for 
controlling an output of a signal to be output to the 
sequencer portion or an output of the driving signal on the 
basis of a calculation. 

16. A robot control method comprising a step for storing 
an operating program of a robot, a step for analyZing a stored 
operating program, a step for outputting a robot-driving 
signal in accordance With an analyZed operating program, a 
step for storing a history of a state of the robot, and a step 
for outputting a piece of stored history information to the 
netWork When a stop factor of the robot occurs. 

* * * * * 


