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(57) ABSTRACT 

Aballoon holder for retaining a plurality of balloon strings 
attached to balloons includes a base portion having a for 
Ward end, a back end, and lateral sides. The base has an 
aperture formed in the base portion While at least one slot is 
formed in the forWard end of the base portion and at least 
one slot is formed in the back end of the base portion. The 
aperture is con?gured to receive the plurality of balloon 
strings therethrough, and the slots are con?gured to receive 
the plurality of balloon strings such that as the plurality of 
balloon strings are Wrapped about the base, the balloon 
strings are releasably retained by the slots. 
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BALLOON HOLDER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] This invention relates generally to a device for 
holding and tethering balloons. In particular, the present 
invention relates to a balloon holder for ?xing and tethering 
the strings of a plurality of balloons that are in?ated by 
helium gas so as to permit safe and easy transport of the 
balloons Within a vehicle. 

[0002] Typically, balloons in?ated by helium gas have 
been sold to customers by in?ating a balloon from a gas 
source and tying the gas inlet of the balloon in a knot, and 
further tying a string about the knot. The string end of the 
balloon is then given to the customer. Such helium ?lled 
balloons are frequently utiliZed as decorations at festive 
events, such as birthday parties, anniversaries, and other 
celebrations. Often, the balloons are handed to children, Who 
unfortunately, often inadvertently release the strings While 
carrying the balloons. This results in either loosing the 
balloons in an outdoor environment or having the balloon 
trapped by a high ceiling Within a dWelling. 

[0003] Further, balloons are often purchased as a group of 
four to ten balloons or more in a single bundle. These 
balloon bundles are usually transported by the customer via 
automobile or other vehicle. Once placed in the vehicle, the 
balloons free-?oat Within the vehicle. This poses a safety 
haZard by blocking the driver’s vieW or by otherWise 
obstructing the driver’s vision through the rear vieW mirror. 
Additionally, the free ?oating balloons can distract the driver 
and lead to accidents. 

[0004] Devices for holding and retaining balloons are 
knoWn. Typically, such devices include a Weighted base or 
platform having an attached loop or ring to Which the 
balloon strings are tethered. Also knoWn are holders having 
a holloW-body or hemispherical shell having a slot formed 
therein, such as US. Pat. No. 5,755,419 issued to Gearhart 
et al. 

SUMMARY 

[0005] The disadvantages of present balloon holders are 
substantially overcome With the present invention by pro 
viding a novel balloon holder for retaining a plurality of 
balloon strings attached to balloons. The balloon holder 
includes a base portion having a forWard end, a back end, 
and lateral sides. The base portion has an aperture formed in 
the base portion While at least one slot is formed in the 
forWard end of the base portion and at least one slot is 
formed in the back end of the base portion. The aperture is 
con?gured to receive the plurality of balloon strings there 
through. The slots are con?gured to receive the plurality of 
balloon strings such that as the plurality of balloon strings 
are Wrapped about the base, the balloon strings are releas 
ably retained by the slots. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0006] The features of the present invention Which are 
believed to be novel are set forth With particularity in the 
appended claims. The invention, together With further 
objects and advantages thereof, may best be understood by 
reference to the folloWing description in conjunction With 
the accompanying draWings. 
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[0007] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a speci?c embodi 
ment of a balloon holder, according to the present invention; 

[0008] FIG. 2 is an elevational vieW of the balloon holder 
of FIG. 1, shoWn in an operative position; 

[0009] FIG. 3 is an alternate embodiment of the balloon 
holder; 
[0010] FIG. 4 is an alternate embodiment of the balloon 
holder; and 

[0011] FIG. 5 is an alternate embodiment of the balloon 
holder. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0012] Referring to FIG. 1, a balloon holder 10 is shoWn 
generally. The balloon holder 10 includes a base portion 12. 
Aplurality of balloons 14 (only shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 2) are 
secured at one end by string, cord, ribbon or any other 
conventionally knoWn cordage 16. The loose end of the 
string is shoWn as numeral 18. 

[0013] The base portion or base 12 is formed of a rectan 
gular piece of material of suf?cient thickness so as to resist 
the forces of the helium-?lled balloons 14 pulling against the 
base When one end of the base is ?Xed. Preferably, the base 
12 is made of corrugated cardboard, similar to the material 
from Which standard packing boXes are constructed. Corru 
gated cardboard has suf?cient strength to resist the pull or 
force exerted, for eXample by ten helium-?lled balloons, 
af?Xed to the base 12 via the strings 16 of the balloons 14. 
The base 12, hoWever, may be formed of any suitable 
material, such as paperboard, plastic, Wood, or metal and the 
like, Which is sufficiently stiff so as to resist the aforemen 
tioned forces. 

[0014] The 12 base is preferable rectangular in shape to 
facilitate easy and inexpensive fabrication, packaging and 
distribution. The base may be about four to seven inches in 
Width and about eight to ?fteen inches in length. The 
dimensions of the base 12 are determined by the material 
used and the number of balloons intended to tether. HoW 
ever, the base 12 need not be in the shape of a rectangle, and 
any convenient geometric shape may be used for reasons of 
aesthetics. For eXample, the base 12 may be a triangle, 
square, pentagon, hexagon, octagon, and the like, and need 
not be any speci?c geometrically de?ned shape. The base 12 
may be formed in any shape, such as a polygon having more 
than three sides. Alternatively, the base 12 may be irregular 
in shape having no straight lines. It may also be circular or 
oblong. 
[0015] Accordingly, the shape of the base 12 shoWn in the 
?gures is by Way of eXample only and does not limit the 
shape of the base to the speci?c embodiments shoWn in the 
?gures or described herein. Further, the base 12 need not be 
planar, but rather, may have undulating or curved surfaces 
for aesthetic appeal. The base 12 may be capable of being 
painted or otherWise being formed of material having pig 
mentation. This facilitates placing advertising 18 thereon, 
Which may be economically advantageous to the vendor 
supplying the balloons. For eXample, the vendor may Wish 
to af?X the business name or logo 18 to the base to promote 
his or her business. 

[0016] The base 12 is thin relative to its length and Width, 
and is preferably about betWeen 1/16 inch to 1A1 inch in 
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thickness. The thickness of the base 12 is dependent upon 
the material used. Preferably, the base 12 is fabricated from 
cardboard having a thickness of about Vs inch. 

[0017] Referring noW to FIGS. 1 and 2, multiple balloons 
14 are af?Xed to the base 12 by the balloon strings 16, as 
described hereinafter. The balloons 14 tend to ?oat upWardly 
from the base 12, and are tethered to the base by the balloon 
strings 16. The position of the balloons 14 When tethered to 
the base 12 is toWard a forWard end 22 of the base. A back 
end 24 of the base 12, opposite the forWard end 22, may be 
inserted or Wedged betWeen seat cushions 26 of a vehicle 
seat 28. For eXample, the back end 24 of the base 12 may be 
Wedged betWeen the seat cushions 26 of the back seat or 
front passenger seat of a vehicle. Once Wedged in place, the 
base 12 remains immobile. Accordingly, the balloons 14 
af?Xed to the base 12 cannot move about the vehicle and 
distract the driver. This may also prevent the balloons 14 
from blocking the driver’s vision, assuming there are not so 
many balloons so as to completely block the rear WindoW of 
the vehicle. Alternatively, the driver of the vehicle may place 
the base 12 on the front passenger seat and use a Weighted 
object, such as a purse, to hold the base in place on the seat. 

[0018] In the illustrated embodiment of FIG. 1, an aper 
ture 30 is formed in the base 12. The aperture 30 is about one 
inch in diameter and may be placed about tWo inches from 
the forWard end 22 of the base 12 and about one inch from 
either edge. Placement of the aperture 30 may be at any 
position toWard the forWard end 22 of the base 12. The 
aperture 30 permits the user to easily guide the balloon 
strings 16 through the aperture to facilitate convenient 
Wrapping of the strings 16 about the base 12, as described in 
greater detail beloW. 

[0019] The base 12 includes multiple slots or channels 
formed therein, Which are identi?ed generally as numeral 
34. Preferably, tWo or more slots 34 or channels are formed 
in the base 12, Which slots eXtend from an outer edge of the 
base toWard the interior portion of the base. The slots 34 are 
about one and one-half inches in length. The slots 34 may be 
single slots, such as cuts formed in the base 12 by a 
blade-like device, or may de?ne a space Where material is 
removed so as to leave a channel or gap devoid of material. 
The channel 34 may about one-sixteenth inch Wide. The 
slots 34 are formed in opposite ends of the base 12, With at 
least one slot formed in the forWard end 22 of the base and 
at least one slot formed in the back end 24 of the base. The 
slots 34 are generally parallel to a longitudinal aXis 36 of the 
base. Where tWo slots 34 are formed in one end of the base 
12, each of the slots is positioned toWard outer lateral sides 
38 of the base, as shoWn toWard the back end 24 of the base 
of FIG. 1. For eXample, the slots 34 may be located about 
one inch from the lateral sides 38 of the base 12. HoWever, 
the slots 34 may be placed at any convenient location at the 
forWard end 22 or the back end 24 of the base 12 so long as 
the structural integrity of the base is maintained, ie the slots 
should not be formed too close to the lateral sides 38 of the 
base so as to Weaken the base material at that point. 

[0020] Referring to FIG. 1, in operation, multiple balloons 
14 are af?Xed to the balloon strings 16 by conventional 
means, such as by a knot. The free ends 18 of the balloon 
strings are guided through the aperture 30 such that a 
suitable and convenient length of string remains betWeen the 
balloons 14 and the aperture. For example, the length of 
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string 16 measured from the aperture 30 to the balloons 14 
may be betWeen siX inches and tWenty-four inches. This 
distance is dependent upon the number of balloons 14 in the 
group to be tethered. If only a single balloon 14 is tethered, 
then a minimal length of string betWeen the aperture 30 and 
the balloon 14 is needed. If many balloons 14 are tethered, 
the diameter of the balloons and the space betWeen the 
balloons dictate the length of the strings required. Of course, 
the user may adjust this length to suit his or her needs. 

[0021] After all of the balloon strings 16 have been guided 
through the aperture 30 and a suitable length of string has 
been allotted betWeen the aperture and the balloons 14, the 
user grasps the loose end 18 of the strings. The user then 
Wraps the bundle of strings 16 around the base 12 such that 
the strings are retained and grasped by a ?rst slot 40 formed 
in the base opposite the aperture 30. The strings that are not 
visible in FIG. 1 because they are located on the underside 
of the base are shoWn as dashed lines. The user continues to 
Wrap the bundle of strings 16 around the base 12 such that 
the strings are neXt retained and grasped by a second slot 42, 
Which is located on the opposite side of the base. The user 
may optionally secure the bundle of strings 16 such that the 
strings are retained and grasped by a third slot 44. Of course, 
the number of Wraps or coils about the base 12 depends upon 
the length of the base and the length of the string 16. If the 
balloon strings 16 are particularly long, the remainder of the 
strings may continue to be Wrapped about the base 12 
betWeen the second slot 42 and either of the ?rst 40 and third 
slots 44. 

[0022] Many variations With respect to the number and 
placement of the slots are possible. For eXample, in an 
alternate embodiment shoWn in FIG. 3, the aperture does 
not eXist, but rather, the aperture is replaced With an addi 
tional slot 48. This additional slot 48 may be generally 
diagonal or disposed at about a forty-?ve degree angle to the 
other slots 34. In this case, the user determines the length of 
the string 16 betWeen the balloon and the base, and places 
or slides the bundle of string in the additional slot 48. 

[0023] Once the strings 16 have been retained and grasped 
by the additionally slot 48, the remaining length of string is 
Wrapped around the base 12 and secured by the slots, as 
described above. Although the additional slot 48 is described 
as diagonal in the illustrated embodiment, it may also be 
formed in the base 12 parallel to the other slots 34. In fact, 
none of the slots 34 need be absolutely parallel to the 
longitudinal aXis 36 (FIG. 1) of the base 12, and may be 
disposed at an angle. For eXample, the slots 34 may be 
disposed at an angle of betWeen Zero degrees (parallel) to 
forty-?ve degrees (or more) relative to the longitudinal aXis 
36 (FIG. 1) of the base 12. 

[0024] Alternately, as shoWn in FIG. 4, the base 12 may 
include only a single slot 52 of the type described above, but 
in addition, the base may include a notch or V-shaped groove 
54 located opposite the single slot. In this embodiment, the 
V-shape groove 54 merely ?Xes the strings (not shoWn) 
along a lateral edge 56 of the base 12 While the single slot 
52 releasably retains the strings. Alternately, as shoWn in 
FIG. 5, the base portion 12 may include only tWo slots 58 
disposed on opposite sides of the base portion. 

[0025] One advantage of forming the base 12 from card 
board-like material is that cardboard is someWhat “spongy” 
or pliable, While still retaining its structural integrity. Thus, 
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When the strings are placed in the slot, the material forming 
the slot Walls slightly deforms to create an interference ?t 
betWeen the string and the edges of the slot. Because the 
string may be removed as easily as it may be inserted into 
the slot, the slot releasably retains the string. This is par 
ticularly advantageous When multiple strings are secured to 
the base because the slot Width need not be adjusted or 
accounted for during the manufacturing process. A single 
slot Width is used regardless of the number of balloons 
contemplated to be secured to the base. 

[0026] Speci?c embodiments of a balloon holder accord 
ing to the present invention have been described for the 
purpose of illustrating the manner in Which the invention 
may be made and used. It should be understood that imple 
mentation of other variations and modi?cations of the inven 
tion and its various aspects Will be apparent to those skilled 
in the art, and that the invention is not limited by the speci?c 
embodiments described. It is therefore contemplated to 
cover by the present invention any and all modi?cations, 
variations, or equivalents that fall Within the true spirit and 
scope of the basic underlying principles disclosed and 
claimed herein. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A balloon holder for retaining a plurality of balloon 

strings attached to balloons, the balloon holder comprising: 

a base portion having a forWard end and a back end; 

at least one slot formed in the forWard end of the base 
portion; 

at least one slot formed in the back end of the base 
portion; and 

the slots con?gured to receive the plurality of balloon 
strings such that as the plurality of balloon strings are 
Wrapped about the base, the balloon strings are releas 
ably retained by the slots. 

2. The balloon holder of claim 1 Wherein the shape of the 
base portion is selected from the group consisting of a 
square, rectangle, triangle, pentagon, heXagon, octagon, 
circle and oblong. 

3. The balloon holder of claim 1 Wherein the base portion 
is formed from material selected from the group consisting 
of cardboard, corrugated cardboard, paperboard, plastic, 
metal, and Wood. 

4. The balloon holder of claim 1 Wherein the base portion 
is betWeen four and seven inches in Width. 

5. The balloon holder of claim 1 Wherein the base portion 
is betWeen eight and ?fteen inches in length. 

6. The balloon holder of claim 1 Wherein the base portion 
is betWeen one-sixteenth inch and one-quarter inch in thick 
ness. 

7. The balloon holder of claim 1 Wherein the base portion 
is formed of material suf?ciently pliable such that the slot 
forms an interference ?t When the strings are releasably 
retained therein. 
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8. The balloon holder of claim 1 Wherein the back end of 
the base portion is con?gured to be received and retained 
betWeen adjacent seat cushions of a vehicle seat in a 
Wedging manner. 

9. The balloon holder of claim 1 further including at least 
tWo slots formed in the back end of the base portion and at 
least one slot formed in the forWard end of the base portion. 

10. The balloon holder of claim 1 Wherein at least one slot 
is a V-shaped notch. 

11. A balloon holder for retaining a plurality of balloon 
strings attached to balloons, the balloon holder comprising: 

a base portion having a forWard end, a back end, and 
lateral sides; 

an aperture formed in the base portion; 

at least one slot formed in the forWard end of the base 
portion; 

at least one slot formed in the back end of the base 
portion; 

the aperture con?gured to receive the plurality of balloon 
strings therethrough; and 

the slots con?gured to receive the plurality of balloon 
strings such that as the plurality of balloon strings are 
Wrapped about the base, the balloon strings are releas 
ably retained by the slots. 

12. The balloon holder of claim 11 Wherein the shape of 
the base portion is selected from the group consisting of a 
square, rectangle, triangle, pentagon, hexagon, octagon, 
circle and oblong. 

13. The balloon holder of claim 11 Wherein the base 
portion is formed from material selected from the group 
consisting of cardboard, corrugated cardboard, paperboard, 
plastic, metal, and Wood. 

14. The balloon holder of claim 11 Wherein the base 
portion is betWeen four and seven inches in Width. 

15. The balloon holder of claim 11 Wherein the base 
portion is betWeen eight and ?fteen inches in length. 

16. The balloon holder of claim 11 Wherein the base 
portion is betWeen one-sixteenth inch and one-quarter inch 
in thickness. 

17. The balloon holder of claim 11 Wherein the base 
portion is formed of material suf?ciently pliable such that 
the slot forms an interference ?t When the strings are 
releasably retained therein. 

18. The balloon holder of claim 11 Wherein the back end 
of the base portion is con?gured to be received and retained 
betWeen adjacent seat cushions of a vehicle seat in a 
Wedging manner. 

19. The balloon holder of claim 11 further including at 
least tWo slots formed in the back end of the base portion and 
at least one slot formed in the forWard end of the base 
portion. 

20. The balloon holder of claim 11 Wherein at least one 
slot is a V-shaped notch. 

* * * * * 


