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(57) ABSTRACT 

Computer software, systems and methods for providing 
context personalized browsing over computer networks. In 
the foregoing, an intelligent agent referred to as a “browser 
companion agent” includes a service component for holding 
one or more service modules that may assist a user by 
providing services that are contextually relevant to content 
on a browser on the user’s computer system. The agent also 
includes a data component for holding data objects related to 
and sharable by one or more service modules. The agent 
further includes a tracking component for tracking the pages 
on a browser and for communicating browser page data to 
a remote computer system that may respond to the agent 
with data or code for use by service modules. Contemplated 
service modules include a comparison shopping service, a 
transaction tracking service, and automated form ?lling 
service. 

WWW g 

£43 Q 4_6 
barnes and amazon 

‘mm buy.com noble .com 

Service 
App. 

Provider 
H 

Database 2 

Service 
App. 

Provider 

Service 
Service 
App. 

Provider n 
18 

Database 25 



Patent Application Publication Oct. 24, 2002 Sheet 1 0f 14 US 2002/0154162 A1 

42 barnes and noble com 

In! 

WWW 4 buy.com 

amazon com 

FIG. 1 (PRIOR ART) 

ml BROWSER 1O 



Patent Application Publication Oct. 24, 2002 Sheet 2 0f 14 US 2002/0154162 A1 

Content servers 

Central Computer System (605) 
NETWORK CLOUD 
e4}. INTERNET 
WAN. LAN 

5 

Client browser and 
l display systems 

electronic page. e.g., I 
web page 

Client computer 

FIG. 2 



Patent Application Publication Oct. 24, 2002 Sheet 3 0f 14 US 2002/0154162 A1 

4 

Q { 2.01 Central Processing Unit (CPU) I 

J 202 Addressable Memory ‘9 
so?ware_ e_g..: 

, k ~opsrating system and niher system programs 2&1 
' 1 -web browser and associated applicat'iens 2&2“ 
E 5 - 'eb server implications gig l 

I -j 2.03 -p1ogram medules, agents etc. 235 i 
: m ‘DBMS 23g ' f 

i -Communications and network appliaaiiens 2,36 ' 

1: 1 Stored data: 
5 -?ies , 
f . 2.04 muHimedia data " 

2 1 

"\217 

Card?Device 

1 I JCkent computer 
1 ' 

i \ * 

Tape dnve \ 1 

FIG. 3 



Patent Application Publication Oct. 24, 2002 Sheet 4 0f 14 US 2002/0154162 Al 

N woo 

mm 339mm 

w .QE 

E8529 

E00. CONGEG mm 

w claw .% .8 mw wwszwm 

m >>>>>> 



Patent Application Publication Oct. 24, 2002 Sheet 5 0f 14 US 2002/0154162 A1 

Hume > Clamputer Su?ware 

Cnigipuiéi’ 631w ’ 
Narrow yourseamh: 
- GameIEntertainment Flnd all ofthe best educational & pruductwlty su?ware miles for any age 

Theyll thank you for glvmg them the advantage every kld needs to 991 
ahead at SChO?ll 

Gem SulleSS: mm.» - General Eduggj Qn - Educatmnal [gmmlx 
Publx5hmg§6ugh1w - Reieramze - O‘f?ca Emir-2g & Emanclal 

w 
- Networking ii Utilities 

Llgmel a Commumcalmns 

WHEEL’ 
Programming Toms CMPUTEQS 

921 am nus; games Lam 

UKSDEZS Eager 
Math Pong 

ux 

- Educaliun 8. Reference Cnmglzla “Gage 

w #411’ a: 
Robb ggék lni-llaik 
Re?nance 

mun 
Operating Suites 
Windows 9E 

Mac as Q 

M3139 

28 

26 

31 33 29 

FIG. 5 



Patent Application Publication Oct. 24, 2002 Sheet 6 0f 14 US 2002/0154162 A1 

<E 
Tracker/Proxy Object 

é? 
Service Collection g T Data Object Collection Q 

Service (e.g., 
Transaction Data Object 1 5% 
Tracking) 
E Data Object 2 QQ 

Data Object n gig 
r2’; 

servioe?gg“ Form Data Object Components 
Filling) 

12 

tilt 
58 

Fri‘t Script Object 2 §5_b 
Service (e.g., 

Shopping Search) Script object n 5,53 
§Q Script Object Components 

,I’J LL’JM 

Sewer Request/response ] 

I} 4 J 

L Central Server (COS) 2 J 

FIG. 6 

Script Object 1 _5ia_ 

ata Requests Page D Scripts 



Patent Application Publication 

ieBOblpact 

Oct. 24, 2002 Sheet 7 0f 14 

lOleClientSne 

/ 
CeBObject 

/32 

34 

Enable companion 
A 

/36 

IaBoodieCommandBand 

CeBoodieCammandBand 
/38 

IeBoodleVnew 

lOieChentSite c, 

——Or?Create 1' itialigf 
CeBoodieVuew 

/40 

dain Browser Window Dispatch O 

IeBDomainTracker 

U 

Compani n window 
Sta? ' 

CeBDomainTracker 

US 2002/0154162 A1 

42 



Patent Application Publication Oct. 24, 2002 Sheet 8 0f 14 US 2002/0154162 A1 

leBoodlaViewUl 

leBoodleWew 

[BBDumamOaiaObjactCu?echun laBDumainDalaObjsct 

CeBrmdleVnaw 

Ca6DomamDataObjectColiectinn CeBDamamDataObJem 

CeBDurnamTracker 
IeBEnumPagaDalaObjscl leBPagsDaiaOhjecl 

laBCunneeiUl 

leBSen/ice ieBCannect 
CaBEnumPagaDataObjset CeBPageDataOhject 

CaBDomainDataMgr CaBCnnrlecl IeElFurmDataObject leBFrameDataObjetl 

Connection 
lWabBmwser 3') Manager CaBFnrmDaiaObjsct CeBFramBDaiaObjsc\ 

MS Ems" Data Objects 

Main Browser 

‘eBCnmMudule leBObjecl leBMainBrowserProxy leBGiubaliniariaceHoldsr 

CeBComModula CBEIOhJect CebMamBrowserProxy CeBGlohallnlariaceHuldar 

Helper Objects 

FIG. 8 



Patent Application Publication Oct. 24, 2002 Sheet 9 0f 14 US 2002/0154162 A1 

1E Browser — HTML 

events events 
HTML pages ViewObject 

; LD 

5 3 g 2 

1E browser ‘L 
. events 

IE / Me|n_ Browser Dumairmackar 
Object 

3/ 
eye 

5’ (9 w 

Netscape . 

Netscape events NSBrowser 
Browser ' COM 

Egg: F6126 Web connection F orm Fitting 8501385‘ 

Form Script Date connection IE browser events Tginsift'on ComModula 
Data Date I _ me ‘n5 

- r . Global Interface 

Script cunnectlun Other SQMCBS Holder 

0313 Object‘?- Connection Manager Service Objects Hetper Objects 

Service data 

FIG. 9 



Patent Application Publication Oct. 24, 2002 Sheet 10 0f 14 US 2002/0154162 A1 

Ewznmnzw Emmi ucm 33. 

86m BEBE cozmEhoEm wuEow conmg?g UoEmmJ mc=E|ctom mgwiwiow 

0% 8:52 9.: G 2mm: 22 UEE mccom 



Patent Application Publication Oct. 24, 2002 Sheet 11 0f 14 US 2002/0154162 A1 

Read the 
variable name 
and value from 
the temp 
database. 

Compare the 
variable value with 
pobox‘ street‘l , 
atreet2, city, zip 
fields of user's 

address 

Generate 
appropriate 
mapping 

information. 
Yes 

.L 
Match the variable 

value against 
zipcode of credit 
card, name on 

credit card 
information. 

Generate 
appropriate 
mapping 

matched any _ f mat in 0 ID". 

No 

4 
Match the value to 
US, USA, United 
States or any 
other known 
country name. 

Variable \farleble is a 
value countr . Set the 
matched any YEP-'- maiping 
of the above accordingly‘. 
values’? 

Match the value 
with any part of 
the phonei‘fax 

number. 

Variable 
represents a 

“BSA phonei‘fax number. 
Set the mapping 

information 
aooorclingl'iiv 

I oi the iralu 
match any part 
of phonei‘fax 
number ? 

FIG. 11b 

FIG. 11a 



Patent Application Publication Oct. 24, 2002 Sheet 12 0f 14 US 2002/0154162 A1 

FIG 11a 

i 
If the credit caret 

variable has 
already found, 

then check if the 
value matches any‘ 
of the monthi'gear 

format. 

if the value am e o a VB credit card expiry 
matched? data 

No 

Check it the 
variable has other 
option fields one of 
which matches 

‘visa' 

Variable _ 

YB represents credl 
cardt e. 

No 

Check if the value 
matches name. 
part of social eec 

#, title, etc. 

Set the mapping 
YE’ to appropriate 

matched type. 

No 

Variable 
repreacnts an 
unknown type 
which doesn‘t 

match with any of 
the user's data. 

FIG. 11b 



Patent Application Publication Oct. 24, 2002 Sheet 13 0f 14 US 2002/0154162 A1 

A list of term eiements and vetoes is sent 
from the client to the server. Each entry in 

the list contains the variable name or the form 
element as well asthe value thetthe user 

entered in that form element. 

For the retrieved entry. get the value 
that the user entered for that form 

element. Store this value in the user's 
information database under the ?eld 

Ail entries in the that 
have been processed. 

NO Save all changes to the 
Are there more 

entries in the list? 
that this form element was determined database’ 

to represent in the previous step. 

Yes 

For the retrieved entry, ?nd i 
out whet tteiei of user 

information (Le. first neu'nex ‘ f 
phone number. etc) the form n. Remeve 12:: SS: entry mm 1 
etemeni corresponds to by ‘ 

looking up the variebie name ‘ 
~ - - The next time the stern requests 
in the form filling database. use‘, Information in order to tilt 

forms, the informdrion saved In 
the previous step will be 88111 

FIG. 12 



Patent Application Publication Oct. 24, 2002 Sheet 14 0f 14 US 2002/0154162 A1 

Browser 

Y 
OnEveryF‘age 
Downinad 

is the Page an 
eCumm-erce Page 

yes 
1' 

Gather a“ 
information about 

the Form 

l 
Send the data to 

the sewer 

4____i 

FIG. 13 



US 2002/0154162 A1 

SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR CONTEXT 
PERSONALIZED WEB BROWSING BASED ON A 

BROWSER COMPANION AGENT AND 
ASSOCIATED SERVICES 

[0001] This invention claims the bene?t of co-pending 
US. Provisional Application No. 60/227,558, entitled 
“Browser Companion Architecture”, ?led Aug. 23, 2000, the 
entire disclosure of Which is hereby incorporated by refer 
ence as if set forth in its entirety for all purposes. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0003] This invention relates to accessing data over com 
puter netWorks, and more particularly, to accessing infor 
mation on the Internet, or World Wide Web (Web) With a 
personaliZed broWser system. In one embodiment, the infor 
mation relates to enhancing ecommerce functionality. 

[0004] 2. Background Art 

[0005] Access to information on the Web is typically 
accomplished by invoking a program knoWn as a Web 
broWser. The broWser acts as an interface betWeen the user 
and the Web, accepting input from the user and obtaining 
data and services by sending requests to servers or other 
computers at other locations on the Web, and retrieving and 
displaying documents or pages from the Web. FIG. 1 
illustrates this scheme. Primary examples of commercially 
available broWsers include Microsoft Internet Explorer and 
Netscape Communicator. Many traditional services and 
business transactions are noW carried out over the Web in 
this manner, and ecommerce has become a critical activity 
for businesses and consumers. 

[0006] Although ?lled With valuable information and ser 
vices, the Web is often dif?cult and time consuming to use 
With current broWsing technology. In many Ways, accessing 
the Web resembles the outdated mainframe netWork model 
With the broWser playing the role of dumb terminal: much of 
the information needed is locked up in centraliZed databases, 
served up one page at a time to individual users Who must 
knoW and remember Where the information is that they are 
looking for. 

[0007] To improve Web usage, search engines, such as 
GoogleTM and AltavistaTM have been created to provide a 
more effective means for users to locate information on the 

Web. BroWsers also include functionality to assist a user in 
relocating information by storing URLs for user-selected 
Web pages. This simpli?es the user’s future access to these 
bookmarked Web pages. 

[0008] HoWever, these improvements provide helpful fea 
tures but are inadequate. Search engines are not personaliZed 
to a user and require a user to enter effective queries for 
accurate results. Moreover, searching for information 
through a broWser requires a user to go to a separate search 
page to enter each query. A user must return to this search 
page to run subsequent queries. Moreover, standalone Web 
sites create islands of functionality and data that are not 
transportable across the Web. Auser must manually navigate 
betWeen sites and interfaces, Which often involves repeti 
tively logging in or form ?lling at each site and entering the 
same information repeatedly, such as inputting personal 
contact data, credit card data, etc. Attempts have been made 
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to provide automatic form ?lling. These are re?ected in 
Kikinis, US. Pat. No. 5,794,259 entitled Apparatus And 
Methods To Enhance Web BroWsing On The Internet; Gupta 
et al., US. Pat. No. 6,199,079 entitled Method and System 
for Automatically Filling Forms In An Integrated NetWork 
Based Transaction; Environment; Light et al., US. Pat. No. 
6,192,380 entitled Automatic Web Based Form Fill-In; 
Kelley et al., US. Pat. No. 6,247,029 entitled Web BroWser 
Form Enhancements; and Larsen et al., US. Pat. No. 6,088, 
700 entitled Automated Forms Completion For Global Infor 
mation NetWork Applications. The foregoing patents are 
incorporated herein in their entireties for all purposes. 

[0009] Accordingly the state of the art is such that there 
still is inadequate real interactivity betWeen a user and the 
Web sites or other netWork sites accessed through a broWser. 
Users must directly act on information, rather than setting 
intelligent preferences that then automatically act on the 
user’s behalf. Users are increasingly demanding such 
advanced functionality integrated With other functionality to 
automate and streamline a user’s Web experience. The other 
functionality may include online search systems that provide 
more personaliZed or context relevant results; online shop 
ping information systems that provide users With personal 
iZed or context relevant information; systems for storage of 
user pro?les and preferences; systems for tracking, storing, 
and retrieving of records and information related to users’ 
online transactions; and systems for automated data entry 
into online forms and data entry ?elds. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0010] The present invention addresses the foregoing 
needs by providing a neW paradigm of context personaliZed 
broWsing. In this paradigm, in addition to the conventional 
broWser (e.g. Internet Explorer) and the Web server (e.g., 
that of a merchant such as WWW.amaZon.com), there is a 
novel softWare agent, referred to herein as a “BroWser 
Companion Agent or “BCA” for short. The BCA is associ 
ated With a conventional, main broWser on a client system 
(Which may be referred to herein as the “main broWser”. 
Among other things, the BCA assists a user by hosting and 
orchestrating one or more services that are relevant to 
information accessed through the main broWser. The BCA 
assists users in a number of Ways, for example, to shop faster 
and smarter by providing “What to buy”, “Where to buy” and 
“hoW to buy” services. It also displays messages based on 
user navigation and states merchant related information. It 
also may assist in automated online form ?lling. It also may 
be used to maintain records of a user’s online transaction. 
The BCA is designed With a novel modular architecture so 
that the addition or deletion of services available through the 
BCA is readily facilitated. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES 

[0011] 
ing. 

FIG. 1 shoWs the prior art scheme for Web broWs 

[0012] FIG. 2 is a schematic illustration of a general 
system of netWorked computers for implementing embodi 
ments or aspects of the present invention. 

[0013] FIG. 3 is a schematic illustration of general fea 
tures of a computer system that may used in implementing 
embodiments or aspects of the present invention. 
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[0014] FIG. 4 is a block schematic showing a general 
overview of system for context personalized browsing, in 
accordance With the present invention. 

[0015] FIG. 5 shoWs an example user interface associated 
With a main broWser, in accordance With the present inven 
tion. 

[0016] FIG. 6 is a block schematic shoWing a general 
overvieW of the architecture of a broWser companion agent 
for use in a system for context personaliZed broWsing, in 
accordance With the present invention. 

[0017] FIG. 7 is a diagram chart that illustrates objects 
and related features, according to an embodiment of the 
present invention. 

[0018] FIG. 8 is a diagram that illustrates objects and 
related features, according to an embodiment of the present 
invention. 

[0019] FIG. 9 is a diagram chart that illustrates objects 
and related features, according to an embodiment of the 
present invention. 

[0020] FIG. 10 is a diagram that illustrates certain features 
of an automated form-?lling service, according to an 
embodiment of the present invention. 

[0021] FIGS. 11a-b is a How chart that illustrates certain 
features of an automated form-?lling service, according to 
an embodiment of the present invention. 

[0022] FIGS. 12 is a How chart that illustrates certain 
features of an automated form-?lling service, according to 
an embodiment of the present invention. 

[0023] FIGS. 13 is a How chart that illustrates certain 
features of an automated form-?lling service, according to 
an embodiment of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0024] General OvervieW of Features 

[0025] 1. BroWser Companion Agent 

[0026] The agent that orchestrates contest personaliZed 
broWsing on a host system. The agent sits inside or is 
otherWise coupled to a “content broWser”, Which could be a 
standard Web broWser, a broWser for an e-book system, etc. 
The content broWser provides access to content, and the 
BCA monitors the content Which is provided by the broWser. 
The BCA resides on the host or client machine, Which most 
often Would be, a computer being used to “surf” the Web. 
This agent might take the form of a COM object executing 
Within Internet Explorer. 

[0027] 2. Tracker Object 

[0028] This object is used by the BCA to monitor the 
content in the broWser. Requirements for this object include 
noti?cation of changes in broWser content. Effectively this 
object listens to the broWser for changes in content and 
delegates processing to other objects depending on What the 
content is. This object resides on the host machine. This 
object may be implemented inside of the BCA object as 
another COM object. 
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[0029] 3. Proxy Object 

[0030] This object is used by the BCA to modify content 
sent back to the broWser component. If the Tracker object 
determines that certain content requires a certain type of 
processing, the proxy object manages transfer of other 
content into the BCA object for assistance With this pro 
cessing. This object resides on the host machine. This object 
may be implemented as a COM object Which provides 
netWork services to other COM objects. 

[0031] 4. Type-and-learn (TAL) Object (For Use In Con 
nection With an Optional Automated Form Filling Service 

Module) 
[0032] This object resides on the remote machine, unlike 
most of the other objects. It maintains a registry of all the 
communication made by the BCA on a host machine. 
Depending on the interactions and content provided to this 
object, the TAL object modi?es its internal state, to improve 
services provided by the RSC (beloW). This object could 
take the form of a database With user pro?les correlated to 
Websites visited by those users. 

[0033] 5. Remote Services Code (RSC) Object (Imple 
mented Under Application Service Providers, Discussed 
BeloW) 
[0034] The RSC object is a server-side code Which acts, 
based on the user, What content is being vieWed, state 
parameters, and possibly other factors, sends back the appro 
priate correlating code and/or data to the BCA. The code 
often Will correlate to a speci?c service module for the BCA 

[0035] 6. Code Assistance Objects 

[0036] These are pieces of executable code that are sent 
back by the RSC in order to assist With broWsing sessions. 
The code often Will correlate to a speci?c service module for 
the BCA. They are customiZed depending on the state of the 
service, and customiZed depending on the user accessing the 
objects. These objects Will often take the form of J avaScript 
code. These objects are produced on the RSC and sent over 
to be received and executed in the BCA. An example 
implementation of these objects Would be J avaScript source 
?les as text. 

[0037] Detailed Discussion of Features 

[0038] The systems, methods, and features of the present 
invention may be implemented through a netWorked com 
puter system, such as a personal computer on the Internet. As 
person skilled in the art Will appreciate from the teachings 
herein that the novel BroWser Companion Agent (“BCA”) of 
the present invention may be implemented through a variety 
of softWare protocols, platforms, or environments. For the 
sake of illustrating its salient features, the present invention 
is generally described in terms of implementation of C++ 
programming language in connection With an Internet 
Explorer broWser. HoWever, this is intended to be a non 
limiting example, the appended claims de?ning the scope of 
the invention. 

[0039] The present invention is intended for use With a 
content broWser such as a Web broWser or e-book broWser. 

Also for non-limiting purposes of illustration, the present 
invention is generally discussed in terms of a conventional 
Web broWsers, such as Microsoft Internet Explorer or 
Netscape Communicator, using knoWn standards and pro 
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tocols applicable to a browser system. For example, the 
standards and protocols for implementing the present inven 
tion in an Internet Explorer or Netscape Navigator are 
knoWn to persons skilled in the art and are freely available 
from providers of broWser systems, for example. 

[0040] MSDN Online Web Workshop: “Creating 
Custom Explorer Bars, Tool Bands, and Desk 
Bands”; MSDN “BroWser Helper Objects: The 
BroWser the Way You Want It”, available through 
Microsoft’s online technical library at http://msdn 
.microsoft.com/library; and 

[0041] Netscape’s DDE (Dynamic Data Exchange) 
Implementations: http:/developer.netscape.com/ 
docs/manuals/communicator/DDE/abtdde.htm 

[0042] The BCA uses a novel architecture that can display 
information related to a broWser’s content. The BCA moni 
tors content pages being vieWed by a user in a main broWser 
WindoW and determines the content or subject and can 
display related information about the page, such as neWs, 
products, specials, discounts, and comparison information 
and pricing. As a matter of architecture, the agent may be a 
thin client composed of objects. In one possible embodi 
ment, the BCA has certain common components that may be 
shared by multiple service modules to enable services (e.g., 
purchase tracking, form ?lling, etc.) Each service may rely 
on the common components to execute their speci?c func 
tionality. In one possible embodiment of BCA architecture, 
the BCA is modularly composed of Component Object 
Model (COM) objects. NeW objects representing services 
can be added incrementally or existing services can be 
enhanced to offer additional functionality through the novel 
architecture of the BCA. 

[0043] The BCA can also store personal information of a 
user and automatically ?ll this information into pages that 
request it. It may also store other information related to a 
user’s online activities. For example, it can be used to store 
information related to an online transaction, such as an order 
con?rmation. 

[0044] Due to the relatively limited resources of most 
client systems, the BCA Works in conjunction With a central 
server to deliver services to users of the client systems With 
BCAs. For example, the BCA, through a Tracker Object 
(discussed in detail beloW), receives related data or infor 
mation from a central server after the BCA sends data about 
a speci?c page on the client system’s main broWser. The 
server uses this data from the page to determine the subject 
or context of the page. Once this is determined, the server 
may send related information to the BCA from its database 
or other resources. For example, if a user is looking at a 
purchase form of an online merchant, for example, Ama 
Zon.com, the BCA sends relevant data (e.g., domain, user 
identity) to the server, Which then returns the domain spe 
ci?c information such as name-value pairs, form ?lling 
scripts, personal data of a user, so the BCA can automati 
cally ?ll in the form. For ef?ciency, a user’s personal data is 
retrieved only once from the server during a session. As 
another example, the page could contain information on 
products the user may be interested in purchasing. The page 
could be parsed by the server or the client for the product 
data, the data may be used by the server to return comparison 
product information to the user. 

[0045] The server functions noted above may be associ 
ated With or included as part of an infomediary Web site. 
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Generally, an “infomediary” provides information about 
products and merchants; maintains information about user 
shopping pro?les or preferences; provides buyers access to 
online merchants; and/or otherWise facilitates transactions 
betWeen online buyers and sellers. One such infomediary is 
BiZRate.com (WWW.biZrate.com), the assignee of the present 
invention. The server functions of the present invention 
could also be implemented through other online service 
providers such as Web portals, or any other Web site 
operator. BiZrate.com may be used herein as the example 
Web site from Which Internet users could doWnload the 
softWare for the BCA and Who Would provide data and 
applications used in the systems of the present invention. 

[0046] The methods of the present invention may be 
stored in or implemented through computer readable media 
associated With a single computer system or a distributed 
computer system. Looking more particularly at the systems 
and methods for implementing the present invention, FIG. 
2 shoWs an overvieW of a system 1 of a plurality of 
netWorked computers, according to the present invention. 
System 1 includes a Central Computer System (“CCS”) or 
central server 2, one or more consumer or client computer 

systems 3, a plurality of content provider computer systems 
4, such as may be controlled by online merchants. The CCS 
computer system Would typically be an infomediary’s com 
puter system and Would execute one or more features of the 
present invention. For example, as discussed beloW, it may 
include a server With doWnloadable BCAs; it may update 
BCAs installed on client computers; it may serve data or 
code to a client computer in connection With the operation 
of a BCA on the client computer; it may provide neW service 
modules for installation in a BCA on a client computer; it 
may store personal data or transactional data for user’s of 
client computer systems With BCAs; it may provide ecom 
merce and shopping assistance services to users of client 
computer systems; and/or it may provide security and 
authentication services to client computer systems. Com 
puter systems in system 1 may be netWorked over LANs, 
WAN s, VPNS, the Internet or other knoWn netWork systems 
using knoWn protocols for such systems, including TCP/IP. 

[0047] FIG. 2 illustrates features that may be typically 
found in a computer system 2, 3, or 4 in system 1. As used 
herein a “computer system” generally means a set of hard 
Ware and softWare components as is knoWn in the art. A 
computer system 2, 3, or 4 generally includes: central 
processing unit (“CPU”) 2.01; memory (ROM and RAM) 
2.02, eg a hard disk drive and associated RAM devices; 
programs 2.03 in memory, including operating system 2.31, 
Web broWser applications 2.32 and/or Web server applica 
tions 2.33, user applications (modules or agents) 2.34, 
database management system (DBMS) 2.35, communica 
tions and netWork applications 2.36, e.g., email, and netWork 
interface systems. Memory 2.02 Would also include stored 
data 2.04. 

[0048] A computer system may include one or more of the 
folloWing input/output devices: keyboard 2.7, mouse 2.8, 
display monitor 2.9, read/Write drive 2.10 for removable 
media, e.g., DVD drive, PCMCIA card 2.11, modem 2.12, 
backup storage device 2.13, e.g., tape drive, audio capture 
device 2.14, e.g., microphone, audio output device 2.15, 
e.g., stereo speakers, still or motion image capture device, 
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e.g., camera 2.16, and an associated computer device for 
data upload or download, e.g., PDA 2.17, and/or a printer 
2.19. 

[0049] It Will be understood by persons skilled in the art 
that a computer system 2, 3, or 4 may also be in the form of 
a Personal Digital Assistant (PDA), a Wireless computer 
system or device capable of communications over the Inter 
net or other netWork, or a computer terminal (thin client) or 
Internet appliance capable of such netWork communications. 

[0050] A computer system 2, 3 or 4 in system 1 may be in 
the form of a distributed system not, under a single housing 
or roof ,but having the distributed components logically 
coupled and under the operational control of a party. 

[0051] Computer systems of system 1 may execute a 
conventional operating system 2.31, including, but not lim 
ited to, Microsoft Corporation’s WindoWs (sm) 3.x, 95, 98, 
2000, ME, NT or DOS operating systems; Linux operating 
systems; Sun Microsystems’ Unix Solaris operating sys 
tems; IBM’s AIX Solaris operating systems; SGI’s IRIX 
Solaris operating systems, Apple OS, BE OS or other 
operating systems, including, but not limited to WindoW’s 
CE, Palm OS, etc. for PDAs, cellular devices, Web devices, 
or other computing devices. The possible softWare compo 
nents of a computer system 2, 3 or 4 described herein, 
including operating system and application softWare, may 
reside on one or more hardWare components providing 
addressable memory for the computer system. 

[0052] Data and information may be formatted by a par 
ty’s computer system for printing, vieWing, transfer to 
another computer system, storage in any of many knoWn 
formats, including, Adobe PDF; rich text (RTF); SGML 
formats including HTML, DHTML, XHTML, and XML; 
ALLAIRE Cold Fusion CFML; MICROSOFT ASP; JAVA 
Script MICROSOFT Word, Excel, Access; bitmap, JPEG, 
GIF, and other graphics ?le formats. It could also be 
presented in knoWn audio or video formats such as WAV, 
MPEG, and MP3 formats. 

[0053] The electronic data ?le may be served via knoWn 
protocols, such as TCP/IP, and formatted in knoWn formats 
of standardiZed mark up languages such as HTML and 
XML. Web documents generally means electronic docu 
ments that may be presented through conventional Web 
broWser applications such as the INTERNET EXPLORER 
series of Web broWser applications by Microsoft Corpora 
tion, or the NETSCAPE COMMUNICATOR series of Web 
broWsers by Netscape Communications Corporation. As 
used herein, “client” means a computer system that makes a 
request to or receives ful?llment of a request from another 
computer system. “Server” means a computer system that 
receives and/or ful?lls a request from another computer 
system. Also, as used herein the term “computer system” 
may be used interchangeably With “computer”, “computing 
device”, “machine”, “system having computational 
resources” or like terms. 

[0054] A computer system 4 executing features of the 
present invention may include various external interface 
applications for converting incoming data, such as form 
data, to a format for communication With the respective 
application module or database. The system may also 
include various external service modules for obtaining infor 
mation in a format required by the external service. The 
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system may also include a noti?cation module. This module 
handles noti?cation and electronic mail communication With 
client systems. The system may include a database interface 
module. This module handles all interface requirements 
betWeen application modules and the databases. For 
example, the database interface application manages (a) the 
simultaneous connections to the database such that the total 
number is maintained Within applicable license agreements; 
and (b) any integrity problems in interactions betWeen 
application modules and the databases. Thus, this module 
alloWs the system to be connected to different types of 
databases such as relational databases or object-oriented 
databases. Another function that may be included in the 
system is a consumer pro?le/settings module. This module 
receives the consumer pro?le and settings data sent to the 
system and performs intake operations on the data so that it 
may be used in other modules or assigned to databases. 

[0055] The present invention contemplates that different 
parties may create and manage database records, input and 
manage data, upload ?les, communicate, compute data, 
collaborate, and exchange things With each other through 
their respective computer systems. The data and ?les may be 
transferred or presented to computer systems by participat 
ing parties via user interfaces developed in StandardiZed 
General Markup Languages (SGML), scripting languages, 
and other knoWn languages or protocols. Such languages 
and protocols include MICROSOFT ASP, CFML, JAVAS 
CRIPT, JAVA, COM, CGI, HTML, DHTML, XHTML 
and/or XML. To provide the foregoing functionality, the user 
interfaces Would typically be in the nature of electronic 
documents such as Web documents or email documents that, 
through appropriate computer code from such languages, are 
associated With databases, Web servers, Web broWsers, ?le 
servers, netWork communications links, email programs, 
etc. The electronic documents could be static documents 
stored on a server or database or documents created dynami 

cally through server function calls, for example. 
[0056] Databases may be based on any number of knoWn 
DBMSs, including hierarchical databases, netWork data 
bases, relational databases, and object-oriented databases. 
Suitable DBMSs are Widely available and include Oracle, 
Sybase, Microsoft SQL Server, open source MySQL, and 
DB2. One suitable database system is a relational database 
based on Structured Query Language (SOL). Asuitable SQL 
database Would typically include a Data De?nition Lan 
guage (DDL) for creation of a neW database and neW objects 
Within an existing database; a Data Manipulation Language 
(DML) for processing existing database objects; and a Data 
Control Language (DCL) for administering permissions and 
other security-related issues. The data processing is handled 
by a database engine and can be accessed by various 
querying means, including Boolean logic evaluation, prox 
imity calculations, and fuZZy logic evaluation. The search 
engines and databases of the present invention may also be 
custom designed, the design process and features being Well 
Within the skill of persons in the art. US. Pat. No. 5,983,220 
of Schmitt, entitled “Database Evaluation System Support 
ing Intuitive Decision in Complex Multi-Attributive 
Domains Using FuZZy, Hierarchical Expert Models” dis 
closes, among other things, systems and methods for con 
structing and querying databases and returning and present 
ing results of database queries. The ’220 patent is hereby 
incorporated by reference for all that is disclosed thereWithin 
as if set forth herein in its entirety. 
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[0057] The computer systems suitable for use may include 
or otherwise be directly associated With a Web server and 
associated database. As used herein, a Web server generally 
refers to a computer system that hosts softWare that enables 
access by remote computer systems or terminals via the 
Internet or other netWork transport. The Web server may 
permit one or more of the following: presentation of data and 
information, typically in the form of Web documents or 
streaming media; data and information storage and transfer; 
and other transactions or processes that are capable through 
Web servers. Suitable Web server softWare is Widely avail 
able and includes Apache SoftWare Foundation’s Apache 
Server Web server; Netscape’s FASTTRACK series Web 
server, Microsoft Corporation’s Internet Information Server, 
IBM’s WebSphere, and Sun Microsystem’s JAVA WEB 
SERVER. A Web server in CCS 2 may run appropriate 
scripts to capture data, to process captured data, or to present 
processed data. AWeb server of CCS 2 may receive into or 
present data from an associated database or other data source 
to remote computer systems 3, 4, or other remote system, 
over a netWork 5. The data may be presented in any knoWn 
format or mechanism, including HTML, XML, PDF, 
CFML, MICROSOFTASP, and as graphic, audio, video and 
multimedia formats, and others. 

[0058] The foregoing embodiments and features are for 
illustrative purposes and are not intended to be limiting 
persons skilled in the art capable of appreciating other 
embodiments from the scope and spirit of the foregoing 
teachings. As a general note, in the teXt and ?gures, the 
portion of referenced components and objects given as “ . . . 

eB . . . ” or “ . . . eBoodle . . . ” is an arbitrary designation 

used to designate a component or object (“eBoodle”) 
described herein. For eXample, “CeBObject” is a BroWser 
Helper Object (BHO), as noted beloW. The present invention 
provides novel applications for BHO technology, although 
BHO technology is generally knoWn in the art. See, for 
eXample, SemenZato, US. Pat. No. 5,903,728 entitled Plug 
In Control Including An Independent Plug-In Process; 
Meyer, US. Pat. No. 6,266,058 entitled Apparatus And 
Method For Linking BroWser Bars With Active Documents 
For A BroWser, the entire disclosures of Which are hereby 
incorporated by reference as if set forth in their entireties for 
all purposes. 

[0059] FIG. 1 shoWs the conventional (prior art) model 
for Web broWsing. AbroWser 10 of a client computer system 
3 could communicate With Web servers 4a, 4b, and 4c of 
different parties. In this eXample the client computer system 
is operated by a consumer and the Web servers are operated 
by online merchants, at domains such as amaZon.com 4a, 
buy.com 4b or barnesandnoble.com 4c. 

[0060] FIG. 4 describes a novel embodiment of a system 
for conteXt personaliZed broWsing according to the present 
invention. In the embodiment shoWn, client 3 includes a 
BCA 12 associated With a broWser 10. The BCA commu 
nicates With the broWser. It may also communicate With a 
remote computer systems such as a CCS 2. The BCA 
monitors the pages being seen by a user on the broWser 
WindoW to determine the broWsing conteXt. The BCA then 
sends information about the broWsed page to the server. The 
server uses this information about the broWsed page to 
determine the conteXt. The server can avail itself of data 
stored in the database. It may also go to other resources, such 
as the Web to seek relevant information needed in providing 
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assistance. The server uses these resources to provide the 
BCA With pages, scripts and data that the BCA uses in 
services to enhance the broWsing experience. For eXample, 
if a user is looking at a form Within the domain of amaZon 

.com, the BCA sends the information (domain, user identity) 
to the server, Which then returns the site speci?c name-value 
pairs, form ?lling scripts, personal data of a user, etc. so that 
the BCA’s automated form ?lling service can ?ll the form. 

[0061] In a preferred embodiment, CCS 2 includes certain 
applications that may communicate With the BCA 12 and/or 
broWser 10. For eXample, as indicated in FIG. 4, the CCS 
may include a comparison shopping search application 14; 
a “Wallet” application 16 that maintains personal data of 
users of client 3 and enables use of the data in online 
transactions With third party sites such as 4a, 4b, and 4c; 
and/or a transaction tracking application 18 that acquires and 
maintains records and information related to online trans 
actions by the user of a client system. These are eXample 
applications or services. It should be appreciated that there 
may be service additions or deletions depending on the 
preferences of a system administrator or designer. Databases 
may be associated With the applications, as needed. For 
eXample, database 22 could be used to store data used by 
comparison shopping search engine 14. The data categories 
could include products by category, product features, prod 
uct prices, product availability, etc. Database 24 could be 
associated With the Wallet application 18 and/or transaction 
tracking application 18. The data categories used by these 
applications may include user name, address, credit card 
number, merchant name, merchant receipt, etc. 

[0062] Looking at FIG. 5, the interaction betWeen a user 
and the services provided by or through the BCA may be 
coordinated through a user interface (“UI”) 26. In this 
eXample, the BCA UI is a thin docked WindoW or bar 26 
associated With a main broWser WindoW 28. The BCA UI 
preferably provides a display area 29 adjacent to the broWser 
pane. It may be a child WindoW Within the broWser WindoW, 
and it can be used to display information and interact With 
the user in much the same Way as a main broWser. The BCA 
UI may occupy any desired area of a computer display. The 
bar is not limited to the siZe or positioning of that shoWn. 
Generally, the BCA UI Would occupy a small area of the 
display so that it is subordinate to a main broWser. Further, 
more than one BCA UI may appear at a time for different 
services. Using standard programming techniques, the BCA 
UI may be con?gured to change proportionally With a user’s 
changes to the siZe of a main broWser WindoW 28. It may 
also be con?gured to be moveable over a display screen. 

[0063] The BCA UI may display HTML, other SGML 
based pages, and other broWser displayable pages related to 
BCA services and also provide input areas and controls that 
a user can invoke to get specialiZed assistance. For eXample, 
in a transaction-tracking service, the BCA WindoW 29 could 
display the cash-back earned When a user buys an item 
through an infomediary’s Website. As another eXample, in 
form-?lling service mode, a user could use the input areas 
31, 33 of the WindoW to change the credit-card that is used 
to buy the item. In connection With a shopping service, the 
bar advantageously may provide an interface for a shopping 
service that alloWs a user to quickly and easily search from 
any Website location on the main broWser, Without returning 
to a search home page to begin another search. 
























