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(57) ABSTRACT 

A package including absorbent articles and recloseable 
packaging. The packaging includes a ?exible pocket having 
a holloW interior for said absorbent articles and an opening 
extending into the holloW interior for permitting an article to 
be Withdrawn from the holloW interior. The packaging also 
includes a ?ap having a proximal end attached to the pocket 
and a distal end opposite the proximal end. The ?ap may be 
moved betWeen an open position to permit an article to be 
Withdrawn through the opening and a closed position to 
retain the articles in the pocket. The ?ap has a proximal 
Width at the proximal end and a distal Width at the distal end 
shorter than the proximal Width. 
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PACKAGE FOR ABSORBENT ARTICLES 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

[0001] This is a continuation of US. patent application 
Ser. No. 09/916,795, ?led Jul. 27, 2001, entitled, “PACK 
AGE FOR ABSORBENT ARTICLES”, Which is a continu 
ation-in-part of US. patent application Ser. No. 29/140,508, 
?led Apr. 19, 2001, entitled, “PACKAGE FOR ABSOR 
BENT ARTICLES”, both of Which are hereby incorporated 
by reference in their respective entireties. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention relates generally to a pack 
age, and more particularly to a package for absorbent 
articles. 

[0003] Absorbent articles such as panty liners, feminine 
napkins and tampons are frequently carried about in purses, 
backpacks and briefcases until needed. Typically, the articles 
are put in these containers loose. Unfortunately, these con 
tainers do not alWays provide a hygienic environment for the 
articles, and thus the articles can become dirty and/or 
damaged. Further, the articles can become scattered about in 
the containers so they are difficult to ?nd When needed. 

[0004] In the past, speci?cally designed pouches have 
been distributed for holding several absorbent articles at a 
time. These pouches reduce contact betWeen the articles and 
potentially non-hygienic environments, and make the 
articles easier to ?nd When needed. The pouches are made 
from durable materials such as heavy vinyl so they can be 
reused, but reuse necessitates the pouches be re?lled from 
time to time. Further, the pouches frequently become non 
hygienic after extended use, requiring them to be cleaned or 
discarded and replaced. 

[0005] To avoid these problems, some persons use clear 
plastic sandWich bags to hold the articles. These bags 
usually maintain a hygienic environment for the articles and 
make the articles easier to ?nd When needed. Although the 
bags must be ?lled from time to time, they are readily 
disposable and replaceable thereby reducing some of the 
concerns and inconveniences caused by extended use. HoW 
ever, because the bags are transparent, they permit the 
contents of the bags to be vieWed. Some users desire more 
discreet packaging. Thus, there is a need for a discreet, 
disposable and economical recloseable package for holding 
several articles at a time. 

[0006] One type of packaging Which meets the previously 
mentioned need is described in co-assigned US. patent 
application Ser. No. 09/713,496, entitled “Package”, ?led 
Nov. 15, 2000, Which is hereby incorporated by reference in 
its entirety. As shoWn in FIG. 1, this packaging (generally 
designated by the reference number 10) includes a pocket 12 
for holding the articles and an opening (not shoWn) for 
WithdraWing articles from the pocket When needed. Further, 
the package 10 includes a rectangular ?ap 14 for selectively 
covering the opening. The ?ap 14 has an adhesive closure 
(not shoWn) for holding the ?ap against the pocket 12 When 
covering the opening. It has been noted that if the ?ap 14 is 
not aligned With the pocket 12 When closed as illustrated in 
FIG. 2, a side edge 16 and a corner 18 of the ?ap extends 
past the pocket presenting an unattractive appearance. Thus, 
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there is a need for a package 10 Which permits misalignment 
betWeen the ?ap 14 and the pocket 12 Without exposing an 
edge 16 or corner 18 of the ?ap. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0007] Brie?y, apparatus of this invention is a package 
comprising a plurality of absorbent articles and recloseable 
packaging. The packaging includes a ?exible pocket having 
a holloW interior siZed and shaped for receiving the plurality 
of absorbent articles and an opening extending into the 
holloW interior of the pocket siZed and shaped for permitting 
at least one of the plurality of articles to be WithdraWn from 
the holloW interior of the pocket through the opening. 
Further, the packaging includes a ?ap having a proximal end 
attached to the pocket and a distal end opposite the proximal 
end. The ?ap is adapted for covering the opening to retain 
the plurality of absorbent articles in the holloW interior of the 
pocket. The ?ap is selectably moveable betWeen an open 
position in Which the opening is generally unobstructed by 
the ?ap to permit the at least one article to be WithdraWn 
through the opening and a closed position in Which the ?ap 
covers the opening and an exterior area of the pocket to 
retain the plurality of articles in the pocket and to prevent the 
at least one article from passing through the opening. The 
?ap has a proximal Width at the proximal end and a distal 
Width at the distal end shorter than the proximal Width. 

[0008] In another aspect, the present invention includes a 
package comprising a plurality of absorbent articles and 
recloseable packaging including a ?exible pocket, an open 
ing, and a ?ap. The ?ap may be rotated When in the closed 
position about an axis extending normal to a surface of the 
?ap by as much as about tWenty degrees Without extending 
past a side of the pocket. 

[0009] In still another aspect, the present invention 
includes a package comprising a plurality of absorbent 
articles and recloseable packaging including a ?exible 
pocket and an opening. Further, the packaging includes a 
?exible hinge attached to the pocket adjacent the opening. 
The hinge has a Width substantially equal to a Width of the 
opening and a length equal to betWeen about 0.05 times and 
about 0.20 times a combined uncompressed thickness of the 
plurality of absorbent articles. In addition, the packaging 
includes a ?ap attached to the hinge adapted for covering the 
opening to retain the plurality of absorbent articles in the 
holloW interior of the pocket. 

[0010] Other features of the present invention Will be in 
part apparent and in part pointed out hereinafter. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0011] FIG. 1 is a front elevation of a package for holding 
panty liners; 

[0012] FIG. 2 is a front elevation of the package shoWing 
a ?ap misaligned With a pocket of the package; 

[0013] FIG. 3 is a front elevation of a prior art panty liner 
surrounded by a removable Wrapper in partial section; 

[0014] FIG. 4 is a front elevation of a package of the 
present invention shoWing a ?ap of the package in a closed 
position; 
[0015] FIG. 5 is a front elevation of the package shoWing 
the ?ap in an open position; 
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[0016] 
section; 

FIG. 6 is a top plan of the package in partial 

[0017] FIG. 7 is a top plan of a package showing a corner 
hole ?aW Which is overcome by one aspect of the present 
invention; and 

[0018] FIG. 8 is a front elevation of the package shoWing 
the ?ap misaligned With the pocket in the closed position. 

[0019] Corresponding reference characters indicate corre 
sponding parts throughout the several vieWs of the draWings. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0020] Referring noW to the draWings and in particular to 
FIG. 3, a conventional individually Wrapped absorbent 
article is designated in its entirety by the reference numeral 
20. Although the absorbent article 20 shoWn in FIG. 3 is a 
panty liner 22 surrounded by a Wrapper, generally desig 
nated by 24, those skilled in the art Will appreciate that the 
present invention may be applied to other absorbent articles 
20 such as feminine napkins, tampons, interlabial pads, 
other feminine care products, adult care products, child care 
products and infant care products. Further, those skilled in 
the art Will appreciate that although the illustrated articles 20 
are individually Wrapped, the articles may be unWrapped 
Without departing from the scope of the present invention. 

[0021] The panty liner 22 shoWn in FIG. 3 is folded tWice 
in a conventional manner to present a generally ?at and 
generally rectangular article. Although the folded panty liner 
22 may have other siZes Without departing from the scope of 
the present invention, in one embodiment the folded liner 
has a Width of about 50 millimeters, a length of about 70 
millimeters and a thickness of about 5 millimeters. It is also 
envisioned that the panty liner 22 may be unfolded and/or 
non-rectangular Without departing from the scope of the 
present invention. 

[0022] Although the Wrapper 24 may be made in other 
Ways Without departing from the scope of the present 
invention, in one embodiment the Wrapper includes a rect 
angular sheet 30 having opposite side edges 32, 34 and 
opposite end edges 36, 38. A ?rst fold 40 in the sheet 30 
extending betWeen the side edges 32, 34 forms a bottom of 
the Wrapper 24, and a second fold 42 in the sheet extending 
betWeen the side edges generally parallel to and above the 
?rst fold forms a top of the Wrapper. Amargin 50 of the sheet 
30 adjacent the end edge 36 overlaps a margin 52 of the 
sheet adjacent the end edge 38. It is envisioned that it may 
be desirable to join the corresponding side edges 32, 34 to 
themselves. Although the side edges 32, 34 of the rectan 
gular sheet 30 may be joined in other Ways (such as With 
adhesives or by heat sealing) Without departing from the 
scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the side 
edge margins are joined by conventional mechanical fasten 
ing means as shoWn. 

[0023] Although the Wrapped article 20 may have other 
siZes Without departing from the scope of the present inven 
tion, in one embodiment the article has a Width 54 of about 
75 millimeters, a length 56 of about 75 millimeters and a 
thickness 58 (FIG. 6) of about 5 millimeters. Further, 
although the dimensions of the article 20 may vary from 
article to article Without departing from the scope of the 
present invention, in one embodiment the dimensions are 
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generally uniform. In addition, the dimensions may vary 
Within a given article or they may be invariant Without 
departing from the scope of the present invention. Although 
the Wrapper 24 may be made of other materials Without 
departing from the scope of the present invention, in one 
embodiment the Wrapper is made from loW density poly 
ethylene sheet material having a thickness of about 38 
microns. It is further envisioned that the Wrapper 24 may 
have an adhesive or other closure (not shoWn) Without 
departing from the scope of the present invention. 

[0024] As illustrated in FIGS. 4-6, a utility package of the 
present invention is designated in its entirety by the refer 
ence number 60. The package 60 generally comprises a 
plurality of absorbent articles 20 (FIG. 3) and recloseable 
packaging, generally designated by 62. As previously men 
tioned, it is envisioned that the articles 20 may be folded or 
unfolded and individually Wrapped or unWrapped Without 
departing from the scope of the present invention. Although 
the articles 20 may be arranged in other Ways Without 
departing from the scope of the present invention, in one 
embodiment the articles are arranged in face-to-face relation 
in a stack as illustrated in FIG. 6. The package 60 includes 
a number of articles 20 Which is selected for the convenience 
of an end user. For example, the package 60 may include less 
than about eight absorbent articles 20 to provide a supply of 
articles for about one Week or less. It is envisioned that it 
may be desirable that the package 60 include about ?ve 
absorbent articles 20 to provide a supply of articles for one 
conventional Work Week (i.e., ?ve days). 

[0025] The packaging 62 includes a ?exible pocket 64 
having a holloW interior 66 siZed and shaped for receiving 
the preselected number of absorbent articles 20 as shoWn in 
FIG. 6. An opening 68 (FIG. 5) extends into the holloW 
interior 66 of the pocket 64. The opening 68 is siZed and 
shaped for permitting at least one of the plurality of articles 
20 to be WithdraWn from the holloW interior 66 of the pocket 
64. Further, the packaging 62 includes a ?ap 70 attached to 
the pocket 64 adapted for covering the opening 68 to retain 
the plurality of articles 20 in the holloW interior 66 of the 
pocket 64. The ?ap 70 is selectably moveable betWeen an 
open position as illustrated in FIG. 5 in Which the opening 
68 is generally unobstructed by the ?ap to permit at least one 
article 20 to be WithdraWn through the opening and a closed 
position as shoWn in FIG. 4 in Which the ?ap covers the 
opening and an exterior area 72 (FIG. 5) of the pocket 64 to 
retain the articles in the pocket and to prevent the articles 
from passing through the opening. In one embodiment, the 
?ap 70 is trapeZoidal and has a substantially straight distal 
end 74, but those skilled in the art Will appreciate that the 
?ap 70 may have other shapes such as semi-circular or 
triangular Without departing from the scope of the present 
invention. 

[0026] As illustrated in FIG. 5, a closure 76 is positioned 
on an inner face or interior surface 78 of the ?ap 70 for 
releasably holding the ?ap in the closed position. It is 
envisioned that the closure 76 may be positioned on the 
exterior area 72 of the pocket 64 instead of or in addition to 
being positioned on the ?ap 70. Preferably, the closure 76 
permits the ?ap 70 to be positioned in a different location on 
the pocket 64 during successive closings When successive 
articles 20 are removed from the interior 66 of the pocket to 
permit the packaging 62 to conform to the remaining articles 
in the interior of the pocket. Although other closures 76 may 
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be used Without departing from the scope of the present 
invention, in one embodiment the closure is an adhesive 
material such as a conventional resealable hot melt adhesive 
or a resealable tWo sided tape for releasably holding the ?ap 
70 in the closed position. 

[0027] Although the closure 76 may be positioned at other 
locations Without departing from the scope of the present 
invention, in one embodiment the closure is spaced from the 
distal end 74 of the ?ap 70 to permit a free portion of the ?ap 
to be grasped and separated from the pocket 64 to grip the 
?ap for releasing the closure. It is envisioned that it may be 
desirable that the closure 76 be spaced from the distal end 74 
of the ?ap 70 by a distance 82 of at least about 4 millimeters. 
It is further envisioned that it may be desirable that the 
distance 82 be about 16 millimeters. 

[0028] Although the closure 76 may have other shapes 
Without departing from the scope of the present invention, in 
one embodiment the closure is an elongate strip of adhesive 
material extending substantially parallel to the distal end 74 
of the ?ap 70. In one embodiment, the strip of adhesive 
material is substantially continuous and uninterrupted along 
its entire length, but it is envisioned that other embodiments 
may have adhesive material Which is discontinuous and/or 
interrupted along its length Without departing from the scope 
of the present invention. In addition, it is envisioned that it 
may be desirable that the strip extend over a distance greater 
than or equal to a distal Width 84 of the ?ap 70 so the corners 
86 of the ?ap are held in place near the pocket 64. Further, 
it is envisioned that it may be desirable that the strip extend 
over an entire Width of the ?ap 70 corresponding to the strip. 
As shoWn in FIG. 5, the closure 76 preferably has an overall 
length 88 extending betWeen opposite lateral ends 90 of the 
closure Which is less than a corresponding Width 92 of the 
pocket 64. Although the elongate strip may have other 
Widths Without departing from the scope of the present 
invention, in one embodiment the strip has a Width 94 of less 
than about 20 millimeters and more than about 2 millime 
ters. It may be desirable that the Width 94 of the strip be 
about 7 millimeters. 

[0029] The ?ap 70 has a proximal end 100 attached to the 
pocket 64 by an integrally formed ?exible hinge 102 
attached to the pocket adjacent the opening 68. The ?ap has 
a proximal Width 104 at the proximal end 100 substantially 
equal to a Width 106 of the opening. The previously men 
tioned distal Width 84 at the distal end 74 of the ?ap 70 is 
shorter than the proximal Width 104. The ?ap 70 is tapered 
betWeen the proximal end 100 and the distal end 74 so it has 
converging opposite side edges 108. Although these side 
edges 108 may have other shapes and con?gurations Without 
departing from the scope of the present invention, in one 
embodiment the side edges are substantially straight. 

[0030] As further illustrated in FIG. 5, the converging side 
edges 108 de?ne a tapered portion of the ?ap 70 spaced from 
the opening 68 by a distance 110. Although the tapered 
portion of the ?ap 70 may be spaced from the opening 68 by 
other distances Without departing from the scope of the 
present invention, in one embodiment the tapered portion of 
the ?ap is spaced from the opening by a distance 110 of 
betWeen about 1.5 millimeters and about 4.5 millimeters. 
Further, it may be preferable for the tapered portion of the 
?ap 70 to be spaced from the opening 68 by a distance 110 
equal to betWeen about 0.05 times and about 0.20 times a 
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combined uncompressed thickness of the absorbent articles 
20. For example, if the package 60 includes ?ve absorbent 
articles 20, each having a thickness of about ?ve millime 
ters, the combined uncompressed thickness of the articles 
Would be about 25 millimeters, and the tapered portion of 
the ?ap 70 Would be spaced from the opening 68 by a 
distance 110 of betWeen about 1.25 millimeters and about 5 
millimeters. It is further envisioned that it may be preferable 
for the tapered portion to be spaced from the opening 68 by 
a distance 110 equal to betWeen about 0.058 times and about 
0.173 times the combined uncompressed thickness of the 
absorbent articles 20. As Will be appreciated by those skilled 
in the art, spacing the proximal end 100 from the opening 68 
and including the hinge 102 having a length equal to the 
Width 104 of the opening prevents holes 112 (FIG. 7) from 
forming at the ends of the hinge When the ?ap 70 is in the 
closed position. Thus, the hinge 102 and ?ap 70 cover the 
entire opening 68 so debris is less likely to enter the interior 
66 of the pocket 64 When the ?ap is in the closed position. 
In addition, because the hinge 102 is not longer than the 
Width 104 of the opening 68, it does not overhang the pocket 
64 When the ?ap is in the closed position. As Will be further 
appreciated by those skilled in the art, the distance 110 by 
Which the tapered portion is spaced from the opening 68 
corresponds to the length of the hinge 102 and the Width of 
the proximal end 100 of the ?ap 70 corresponds to the Width 
of the hinge. 

[0031] Although the straight side edges 108 of the ?ap 70 
may extend at other angles Without depart from the scope of 
the present invention, in one embodiment each side edge 
extends at an angle 114 of betWeen about ten degrees and 
about tWenty degrees With respect to corresponding sides 
116 of the pocket When the distal end 74 of the ?ap 70 is 
substantially perpendicular to the sides of the pocket. As Will 
be appreciated by those skilled in the art, this con?guration 
alloWs the ?ap 70 to be rotated When in the closed position 
about an axis extending normal to the surface 78 of the ?ap 
as illustrated in FIG. 8 by as much as about tWenty degrees 
Without either the side edges 108 or the corners 86 extending 
past the sides 116 of the pocket 64. 

[0032] Although the packaging 62 may be made in other 
Ways Without departing from the scope of the present 
invention, in one embodiment illustrated in FIG. 5 the 
packaging comprises a sheet 120 having opposite side edges 
122 and opposite end edges 74, 124. A ?rst fold 126 
extending betWeen the side edges 122 forms a bottom of the 
packaging 62, and a second fold 128 (FIG. 4) extending 
betWeen the side edges generally parallel to and above the 
?rst fold forms a top of the packaging. Portions of the side 
edges 122 are joined to form opposite sides 116 of the pocket 
64. Although the side edges 122 may be joined in other Ways 
(such as With adhesives or by mechanical fastening) Without 
departing from the scope of the present invention, in one 
embodiment they are joined by conventional heat sealing. 
Although the packaging 62 may be made from other mate 
rials Without departing from the scope of the present inven 
tion, in one embodiment the packaging is made from a heat 
sealable polymer sheet material such as a material contain 
ing about 80 percent polyethylene and about 20 percent 
other polyole?ns having a thickness of betWeen about 0.001 
inches and about 0.002 inches available from Shanghai 
Zihua Enterprise Company, Limited of Shanghai, China. It 
is further envisioned that the packaging 62 may be made 
from coated paper, Woven material, non-Woven material, 
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polyethylene, polypropylene, co-polymers, extruded poly 
mer, thermo-formed materials, and/or cardboard Without 
departing from the scope of the present invention. Although 
in one embodiment the pocket 64 is substantially free of 
gussets, in an alternate embodiment the sides of the pocket 
may include conventional gussets (not shoWn) to provide the 
packaging 62 With a substantially ?at bottom. Although 
other sequences are envisioned as being Within the scope of 
the present invention, in one embodiment the sheet 120 is 
printed, the ?rst fold 126 is made and the side edges 122 are 
heat sealed to form the pocket 64. Once the pocket 64 is 
formed, the closure 76 is applied to the inner face 78 of the 
?ap 70, the side edges 108 of the ?ap 70 are cut to their ?nal 
shape and the packaging 62 ?lled With the plurality of 
absorbent articles 20. Once the packaging 62 is ?lled, the 
second fold 128 is made and the closure 76 is sealed to 
complete the package 60. 

[0033] As illustrated in FIG. 4, it may be desirable that the 
?ap 70 and/or the pocket 64 include a visual indicator, 
generally designated by 130, for distinguishing the edge 74 
of the ?ap from the pocket. The indicator 130 improves 
visual identi?cation of the edge 74 of the ?ap 70 When 
grasping the ?ap to move it toWard its open position. The 
visual indicator 130 comprises visually contrasting surface 
treatments on the ?ap 70 and the pocket 64. Although other 
visually contrasting surface treatments may be used Without 
departing from the scope of the present invention, in one 
embodiment the visually contrasting surface treatments 
include a ?rst color on at least a portion of an exterior 
surface or outer face 132 of the ?ap 70 and a second color 
on at least a portion of an exterior surface 134 of the pocket 
64. Further, it may be desirable that one of the colors be a 
raW material color of the packaging material and the other 
color be printed on the packaging 62. For example, if the raW 
material color of the packaging 62 is White, a loWer edge 
margin 136 and opposite side margins 138 of the ?ap 70 may 
be substantially free of printing, and a central portion of the 
?ap may include printing of a contrasting color (e.g., blue). 
The margins 136, 138 are delineated by phantom lines in the 
draWings. In addition to omitting printing from the edge 
margins 136, 138 of the ?ap 70, it may be desirable that the 
side margins 140 of the pocket 64 (delineated by phantom 
lines) be substantially free of printing, to prevent printing 
discoloration When the sides are heat sealed. 

[0034] In vieW of the above, it Will be seen that the several 
objects of the invention are achieved and other advantageous 
results attained. 

[0035] When introducing elements of the present inven 
tion or the preferred embodiment(s) thereof, the articles “a”, 
“an”, “the” and “said” are intended to mean that there are 
one or more of the elements. The terms “comprising”, 
“including” and “having” are intended to be inclusive and 
mean that there may be additional elements other than the 
listed elements. 

[0036] As various changes could be made in the above 
constructions Without departing from the scope of the inven 
tion, it is intended that all matter contained in the above 
description or shoWn in the accompanying draWings shall be 
interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting sense. 
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What is claimed is: 
1. Apackage comprising a plurality of absorbent articles 

and recloseable packaging including: 

a ?exible pocket having a holloW interior siZed and 
shaped for receiving said plurality of absorbent articles; 

an opening extending into the holloW interior of the 
pocket siZed and shaped for permitting at least one of 
said plurality of articles to be WithdraWn from the 
holloW interior of the pocket through the opening; and 

a ?ap having a proximal end attached to the pocket and a 
distal end opposite the proximal end, said ?ap being 
adapted for covering the opening to retain said plurality 
of absorbent articles in the holloW interior of the 
pocket, said ?ap being selectably moveable betWeen an 
open position in Which the opening is generally unob 
structed by said ?ap to permit said at least one article 
to be WithdraWn through the opening and a closed 
position in Which the ?ap covers the opening and an 
exterior area of the pocket to retain said plurality of 
articles in the pocket and to prevent said at least one 
article from passing through the opening, Wherein said 
?ap has a proximal Width at said proximal end and a 
distal Width at said distal end shorter than said proximal 
Width. 

2. Apackage as set forth in claim 1 Wherein said proximal 
Width of the ?ap is substantially equal to a Width of the 
opening. 

3. A package as set forth in claim 1 Wherein said ?ap 
includes a tapered portion betWeen the proximal end and the 
distal end. 

4. Apackage as set forth in claim 3 Wherein said tapered 
portion has opposite side edges and at least a portion of each 
side edge is substantially straight. 

5. Apackage as set forth in claim 4 Wherein said tapered 
portion is spaced from the opening. 

6. A package as set forth in claim 5 Wherein the tapered 
portion is spaced from the opening by a distance of betWeen 
about 1.5 millimeters and about 4.5 millimeters. 

7. A package as set forth in claim 5 Wherein the tapered 
portion is spaced from the opening by a distance equal to 
betWeen about 0.05 times and about 0.20 times a combined 
uncompressed thickness of said plurality of absorbent 
articles. 

8. A package as set forth in claim 7 Wherein the tapered 
portion is spaced from the opening by a distance equal to 
betWeen about 0.058 times and about 0.173 times a com 
bined uncompressed thickness of said plurality of absorbent 
articles. 

9. Apackage as set forth in claim 4 Wherein said tapered 
portion is trapeZoidal. 

10. A package as set forth in claim 4 Wherein the straight 
portion of each side edge extends at an angle of betWeen 
about ten degrees and about tWenty degrees With respect to 
corresponding sides of the pocket When the distal end of the 
?ap is substantially perpendicular to the sides of the pocket. 

11. Apackage as set forth in claim 1 Wherein the ?ap may 
be rotated When in the closed position about an axis extend 
ing normal to a surface of the ?ap by as much as about 
tWenty degrees Without extending past a side of the pocket. 

12. A package as set forth in claim 1 further comprising 
a ?exible hinge attached to the pocket adjacent the opening, 
said ?ap being attached to the hinge, said hinge having a 
Width substantially equal to a Width of the opening and a 
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length equal to between about 0.05 times and about 0.20 
times a combined uncompressed thickness of said plurality 
of absorbent articles. 

13. Apackage comprising a plurality of absorbent articles 
and recloseable packaging including: 

a ?exible pocket having a holloW interior siZed and 
shaped for receiving said plurality of absorbent articles; 

an opening extending into the holloW interior of the 
pocket siZed and shaped for permitting at least one of 
said plurality of articles to be WithdraWn from the 
holloW interior of the pocket through the opening; and 

a ?ap attached to the pocket adapted for covering the 
opening to retain said plurality of absorbent articles in 
the holloW interior of the pocket, said ?ap being 
selectably moveable betWeen an open position in Which 
the opening is generally unobstructed by said ?ap to 
permit said at least one article to be WithdraWn through 
the opening and a closed position in Which the ?ap 
covers the opening and an exterior area of the pocket to 
retain said plurality of articles in the pocket and to 
prevent said at least one article from passing through 
the opening, Wherein the ?ap may be rotated When in 
the closed position about an axis extending normal to a 
surface of the ?ap by as much as about tWenty degrees 
Without extending past a side of the pocket. 

14. A package as set forth in claim 13 Wherein said ?ap 
includes a proximal end attached to the pocket, a distal end 
opposite the proximal end, and a tapered portion betWeen the 
proximal end and the distal end. 

15. Apackage as set forth in claim 13 Wherein said tapered 
portion has opposite side edges and at least a portion of each 
side edge is substantially straight. 

16. Apackage as set forth in claim 15 Wherein said tapered 
portion is spaced from the opening. 

17. Apackage as set forth in claim 16 Wherein the tapered 
portion is spaced from the opening by a distance of betWeen 
about 1.5 millimeters and about 4.5 millimeters. 

18. Apackage as set forth in claim 16 Wherein the tapered 
portion is spaced from the opening by a distance equal to 
betWeen about 0.05 times and about 0.20 times a combined 
uncompressed thickness of said plurality of absorbent 
articles. 

19. Apackage as set forth in claim 13 Wherein said tapered 
portion is trapeZoidal. 

20. Apackage as set forth in claim 13 further comprising 
a ?exible hinge attached to the pocket adjacent the opening, 
said ?ap being attached to the hinge, said hinge having a 
Width substantially equal to a Width of the opening and a 
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length equal to betWeen about 0.05 times and about 0.20 
times a combined uncompressed thickness of said plurality 
of absorbent articles. 

21. Apackage comprising a plurality of absorbent articles 
and recloseable packaging including: 

a ?exible pocket having a holloW interior siZed and 
shaped for receiving said plurality of absorbent articles; 

an opening extending into the holloW interior of the 
pocket siZed and shaped for permitting at least one of 
said plurality of articles to be WithdraWn from the 
holloW interior of the pocket through the opening; 

a ?exible hinge attached to the pocket adjacent the 
opening, said hinge having a Width substantially equal 
to a Width of the opening and a length equal to betWeen 
about 0.05 times and about 0.20 times a combined 
uncompressed thickness of said plurality of absorbent 
articles; and 

a ?ap attached to the hinge adapted for covering the 
opening to retain said plurality of absorbent articles in 
the holloW interior of the pocket, said ?ap being 
selectably moveable betWeen an open position in Which 
the opening is generally unobstructed by said ?ap to 
permit said at least one article to be WithdraWn through 
the opening and a closed position in Which the ?ap 
covers the opening and an exterior area of the pocket to 
retain said plurality of articles in the pocket and to 
prevent said at least one article from passing through 
the opening. 

22. A package as set forth in claim 21 Wherein the hinge 
has a length equal to betWeen about 0.058 times and about 
0.173 times a combined uncompressed thickness of said 
plurality of absorbent articles. 

23. A package as set forth in claim 21 Wherein said ?ap 
includes a proximal end attached to the hinge, a distal end 
opposite the proximal end, and said ?ap includes a tapered 
portion betWeen the proximal end and the distal end. 

24. Apackage as set forth in claim 23 Wherein said tapered 
portion has opposite side edges and at least a portion of each 
side edge is substantially straight. 

25. Apackage as set forth in claim 24 Wherein said tapered 
portion is trapeZoidal. 

26. Apackage as set forth in claim 24 Wherein the straight 
portion of each side edge extends at an angle of betWeen 
about ten degrees and about tWenty degrees With respect to 
corresponding sides of the pocket When the distal end of the 
?ap is substantially parallel to the proximal end of the ?ap. 

* * * * * 


