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BUSINESS CASE WITH EXPANDABLE INTERNAL 
COMPARTMENT FOR OVERNIGHT CLOTHING 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates to the ?eld of portable 
traveling bags and business cases for the transporting and 
storage of papers, books, computers, portable electronic 
equipment, school supplies and the like, in addition to 
portable traveling bags and, more particularly, to a business 
case With an expandable internal compartment for use as an 
overnight travel bag. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Carry bags, backpacks and business cases are Well 
knoWn in the art and are readily available in many shapes 
and siZes for many types of use. In addition, it is Well knoWn 
in the art to provide carry bags and the like Which have small 
expandable compartments designed for storing or carrying 
speci?c items or devices. Speci?cally, it is common in the art 
to provide a business case for carrying electronic equipment 
(i.e., personal laptop computers, personal digital assistants 
and the like) and paperWork. In addition, it is common in the 
art to provide expandable compartments for accommodating 
such items and carrying associated items such as electronic 
mediums, pens, books and ?les. Furthermore, it is Well 
knoWn in the art to provide carry bags and garment bags for 
carrying clothing and related accessories for travel. HoW 
ever, carry cases generally serve a single purpose, thus, a 
business case designed for carrying business related items is 
not generally useful for carrying overnight clothing for 
short-term travel. 

[0003] Therefore, a need exists in the art for a dual 
purpose carrying case Which offers a user the opportunity to 
carry not only of?ce or Work-related items, but also provides 
the user With suf?cient expandable storage capacity as an 
option for carrying clothing, personal toiletry items, and the 
like. It is a novel aspect of the present invention to provide 
a business case With a plurality of expandable internal 
compartments for storing electronic devices, paperWork, 
?les and the like that is also adapted for carrying clothing 
and related items for overnight or short-term travel in a 
compact carrying case, the bulk and volume of Which can be 
minimiZed after unpacking the personal items. 

[0004] Dyke US. Pat. No. 3,443,671 discloses an expand 
able suitcase capable of being enlarged throughout the entire 
cross-section comprising a transversely extensible collar 
around the periphery. HoWever, Dyke fails to teach a busi 
ness case comprising a plurality of expandable internal 
compartments and an interior padded computer carrying 
compartment, a ?le folio and the like. Further, Dyke fails to 
disclose a business case of suf?cient expansion for alloWing 
a user to carry overnight clothing for short-term travel. 

[0005] Margerum et al. US. Pat. No. 3,904,003 discloses 
a combination business case and desk alloWing the brief case 
to be converted from one con?guration to the other. Marg 
erum teaches of one embodiment providing a pivotable side 
Wall of the brief case Which may be loWered to be used as 
a desk Writing area While alloWing a user to directly access 
the contents located in the draWers, ?le folders and the like 
therein. HoWever, Mergerum fails to disclose a business case 
having a means for expansion. Speci?cally, Margerum fails 
to teach of a business case having a plurality of expandable 
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internal compartments for storing electronic devices, paper 
Work, ?les and the like in addition to overnight clothing and 
related items for short-term travel. 

[0006] Ginat US. Pat. No. 4,236,615 discloses several 
embodiments of packing cases having expansible compart 
ments, including packing cases comprising an expansible 
partition of ?exible material secured along the peripheral 
edges of a case. The partition is normally disposed Within the 
main compartment of the case to form an auxiliary com 
partment separate from, but expansible Within, the main case 
compartment and closable by a fastener device. In one 
embodiment, an opening is formed in an end Wall of the 
case, and the partition is dimensioned such that the expan 
sible auxiliary compartment is approximately the full vol 
ume of the main compartment. In tWo further embodiments, 
the bottom Wall of the case can be opened, and the partition, 
in addition to being disposable Within the main compartment 
to form an expansible auxiliary compartment therein, may 
also be projected through the opened bottom Wall to form a 
bottom extension of the main compartment. HoWever, Ginat 
fails to disclose a business case comprising an interior 
padded computer carrying compartment, a ?le folio and the 
like for retaining business related items therein. Further, 
Ginat fails to disclose a business case of sufficient siZe for 
carrying overnight luggage for short-term travel in addition 
to business related articles. 

[0007] Kotkins, Jr. US. Pat. No. 4,773,515 discloses a 
multi-compartment, expansible luggage bag comprising a 
main storage compartment With one or more expansible 
joints to increase the siZe of the main storage compartment. 
In conjunction With the main storage compartment, provided 
is a separable end storage compartment having an inner 
?exible membrane that can be extended inWardly beyond 
each of the expansion joints to maximiZe the volume of the 
end storage compartment When the expansion joints are 
open. HoWever, Kotkins, Jr. fails to disclose a business case 
comprising an interior padded computer carrying compart 
ment, a ?le folio and the like for retaining business related 
items therein. Furthermore, Kotkins Jr. fails to disclose 
suf?cient expansion members that alloW for carrying busi 
ness related items in addition to overnight clothing. 

[0008] Pulichino, Jr. US. Pat. No. 4,925,021 discloses a 
soft luggage-type suitcase having three compartments 
enclosed by panels or lids hinged to a container having top, 
bottom and side Walls. Pulichino also teaches of the use of 
a soft luggage suitcase With a hanger bracket to avoid the 
common problems traditionally associated With Zipper clo 
sures. HoWever, Pulichino fails to disclose a means for 
expanding the interior compartment of a business case for 
carrying clothing and related toiletries for overnight travel. 

[0009] BroWn US. Pat. No. 5,010,988 discloses an 
expandable shock protected carrying case. Speci?cally, 
BroWn discloses a carrying case adapted for use in carrying 
lap top computers, printers, fax machines and the like, 
comprising a case having an outer shell formed of a durable 
Waterproof material and a case interior including a main 
storage compartment and a secondary storage compartment. 
An expansion Zone formed on a surrounding side Wall 
structure alloWs the secondary storage compartment to be 
adjustable betWeen a collapsed stoWed position and an 
expanded operative position thereby providing a second 
compartment to store computer equipment. The carrying 
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case further includes a shock barrier construction de?ned by 
a layer of shock absorbent material ?tted betWeen the 
exterior shell and an inner lining in surrounding protecting 
relation to the case interior. HoWever, BroWn fails to dis 
close a business case comprising an expandable gusset that 
alloWs a user to convert the business case from a loW-pro?le 
con?guration having minimal central volume to an 
expanded volume for carrying overnight clothing, toiletries 
and the like. 

[0010] Chu U.S. Pat. No. 5,086,888 discloses a folding 
suitcase With a hard casing consisting of six hard sides, 
Wherein the plate bodies of hard casing on the bottom, left 
and right sides (i.e. bottom, left and right plate bodies) are 
separable from their corresponding soft surface materials so 
that these plate bodies become removable. In addition Chu 
teaches that When hook-and-loop fasteners are disengaged 
from each other and the bottom, left and right plate bodies 
are removed, only the soft surface materials are left on the 
bottom, left and right sides of the suitcase Which become 
foldable, so the suitcase as a Whole can be folded into a ?at 
shape With its front and rear sides overlapping each other in 
order to reduce the space required for Warehousing, shipping 
and storing it. HoWever, Chu discloses a rigid-sided case and 
fails to disclose a soft-sided business case Which provides 
for expansion. Although Chu provides for a loW-pro?le 
con?guration, this con?guration is only suitable for storage 
or Warehousing and does not provide an interior volume for 
carrying business related items. Furthermore, Chu fails to 
disclose a business case comprising an interior ?le folio, 
padded computer carrying compartment and the like. 

[0011] Marceau US. Pat. No. 5,160,001 discloses a soft 
combination business case and carrying case for the purpose 
of transporting a portable computer easily and in relative 
safety With its ancillary supplies. Marceau also teaches of an 
interior structure for suspending the computer unit in the 
central Zone of the carrying case, spaced from the case 
bottom for protecting the computer against damage. HoW 
ever, Marceau’s improved computer storage bag fails to 
disclose a business case for storing and transporting business 
related items in addition to overnight clothing. Furthermore, 
Marceau fails to disclose a business case comprising an 
interior ?le folio and an expansion means for increasing the 
interior volume of the business case. 

[0012] HollingsWorth U.S. Pat. No. 5,217,119 discloses an 
improved carrying case for a laptop computer or other 
delicate electronic instrument that is generally rectangular, 
having front and rear Walls. Furthermore, disclosed is a 
suspension system for the laptop computer or other equip 
ment including a cradle suspended from the front and rear 
Walls for receiving a laptop computer, and elastic panel 
members supporting the cradle for absorbing shocks and 
impacts occurring upon placing of the case on a ?oor or the 
like. HoWever, HollingsWorth fails to disclose a business 
case that can be expanded to carry clothing for short-term 
travel in addition to business related materials. Furthermore, 
HollingsWorth fails to disclose a business case that can be 
converted from a loW-pro?le case of minimal volume to an 
expanded volume case. 

[0013] Zia et al. U.S. Pat. No. 5,242,056 discloses a 
portable of?ce carrying case having a base fabricated of 
ridged material and at least the front and back sides fabri 
cated of ridged material to protect electronic equipment, 

Oct. 24, 2002 

such as a portable computer, placed Within the case by the 
user to be moved and placed on a Working surface. Zia et al. 
further discloses a portable of?ce carrying case having a 
hinged front ridged side that is detachable from the sides so 
that the user may loWer the front side from a vertical position 
onto the Working surface providing access to the keyboard 
of the computer at substantially the Working surface level; 
and means for attaching a storage pocket to the outside of the 
back ridged side and a divider that may be mounted inside 
the case to de?ne compartments for storing of?ce materials. 
HoWever, Zia et al. fails to disclose a business case com 
prising an expandable gusset that alloWs a user to convert the 
business case from a loW-pro?le con?guration having mini 
mal central volume to an expanded volume for carrying 
overnight clothing, toiletries and the like. 

[0014] HollingsWorth US. Pat. No. 5,534,754 discloses a 
carrying case for electronic equipment, such as a notebook 
computer, comprising a pair of opposed Walls, a plurality of 
side Walls connected there betWeen to de?ne a principal 
compartment for receiving the notebook computer, and a 
suspension member affixed to an upper portion of one of the 
opposed Walls and depending doWnWardly there from into 
the principal compartment. The suspension member 
includes upper and loWer supports to cradle the notebook 
computer and an elastic panel disposed betWeen the upper 
and loWer supports to absorb any shock Which Would 
otherWise occur due to the carrying case being abruptly 
dropped. Alternatively, the suspension member can be an 
elastic panel having opposed ends supported by an upper 
portion of one of the opposed Walls to de?ne an elastic sling 
Which is suspended doWnWardly from the Wall Within the 
principal compartment to receive the notebook computer. 
The suspension member can also be releasably connected 
betWeen the opposed Walls to de?ne a shock absorbing 
cradle Which can be removed so that the carrying case can 
be used for other purposes. HoWever, HollingsWorth fails to 
disclose an expansion gusset for increasing the interior 
volume of a business case. Furthermore, HollingsWorth fails 
to disclose a business case that can be converted from a 

loW-pro?le case of minimal volume to an expanded volume 
case for carrying overnight clothing for short-term travel. 

[0015] Shyr US. Pat. No. 5,967,270 discloses a combi 
nation business case and computer bag assembly including 
a housing member having a bottom member, a plurality of 
side members, and a pair of pivotable top ?ap members. One 
of the side members includes a ?exible ?oating compart 
ment that is dimensionally con?gured to receive a portable 
computer. When the portable computer is held in the ?exible 
?oating compartment, it extends in the business case enclo 
sure to protect the portable computer. HoWever, Shyr fails to 
disclose a business case comprising an expandable gusset 
that alloWs a user to convert the business case from a 

loW-pro?le con?guration having minimal central volume to 
an expanded volume for carrying overnight clothing, toilet 
ries and the like. 

[0016] Wyant US. Pat. No. 6,053,382 discloses a school 
use backpack that is similar in styling to conventional 
school-use backpacks, Which can be expanded to increase 
the interior storage volume of the backpack When additional 
storage space is required. In particular, the backpack dis 
closed in Wyant includes front, back, and side panels Which 
de?ne a Zippered main storage compartment, tWo shoulder 
straps, and a Zippered gusset Which is seWn into the side 
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panel of the backpack. However, Wyant is limited to a 
school-use back pack. Furthermore, Wyant fails to disclose 
a business case comprising an interior padded computer 
carrying compartment, a ?le folio and the like for retaining 
business related items therein. 

[0017] In vieW of the foregoing, there exists a clear need 
for an expandable business case for transporting business 
related items including, but not limited to ?les, papers, a 
portable computer, pens, a calculator, note pads and the like. 
Furthermore, there exists a need to provide a business case 
Which is convertible from a loW-pro?le case of minimal 
volume for business related items to an expanded volume 
case for carrying overnight clothing for short-term travel in 
addition to business related items. 

[0018] Therefore, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide a business case comprising the features of construc 
tion, combination of elements and con?guration of parts 
Which Will be exempli?ed in the construction of the inven 
tion set forth. 

[0019] It is a further object of the present invention to 
provide a device Which exhibits strength and durability of 
use. 

[0020] It is still a further object of the present invention to 
provide a convertible business case that alloWs the user to 
expand the interior volume. 

[0021] Furthermore, it is an object of the present invention 
to provide a business case comprising a plurality of expand 
able internal compartments and an interior padded computer 
carrying compartment, a ?le folio and the like. 

[0022] Still further, it is an object of the present invention 
to provide a business case alloWing for suf?cient expansion 
for carrying overnight clothing for short-term travel. 

[0023] Still further, it is an object of the present invention 
to provide a business case constructed With internal com 
partments for carrying business related items in addition to 
clothing and personal toiletries. 

[0024] It is a further object of the present invention to 
provide a business case that exhibits a loW-pro?le con?gu 
ration. 

[0025] It is still a further object of the present invention to 
provide a business or carrying case comprising an expansion 
gusset that alloWs a user to convert the business case from 
a loW-pro?le con?guration having minimal central volume 
convertible to a business case having an expanded central 
volume. 

[0026] Other objects, features and characteristics of the 
present invention, as Well as the methods of operation and 
functions of the related elements of the invention, and the 
combination of parts and economies of development and 
performance, Will become more apparent upon consider 
ation of the folloWing description With reference to the 
accompanying draWings, all of Which form a part of this 
speci?cation. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0027] The present invention is directed to a dual purpose 
business case or briefcase made of suitable material for 
carrying business related materials, and as having an 
expandable interior compartment for carrying personal 
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clothing and travel accessories, such as toiletries. Speci? 
cally, a soft-sided business case is provided that is preferably 
constructed of Woven nylon, synthetic or natural leather. The 
contents of the expandable internal compartment are pref 
erably concealed from vieW When either of the adjoining 
compartments adapted for carrying business items is 
opened. The business case can be constructed in Whole or in 
selected part of a Waterproof material or can be treated in a 
manner to protect one or more of the interior compartments 
from Water. 

[0028] In a preferred embodiment, the business case of the 
present invention comprises a plurality of internal compart 
ments and/or storage pockets. In the preferred embodiment 
of the present invention, a housing structure is provided 
including a ?rst exterior sideWall and an opposing second 
exterior sideWall, each sideWall being ?xedly attached to a 
loWer bottom panel and an opposing upper top panel, a ?rst 
side panel and an opposing second side panel that forms a 
business case. The ?rst sideWall and the second sideWall are 
attached to the loWer panel, upper panel, ?rst side panel and 
second side panel by common methods knoWn in the art for 
attaching the materials together, such as stitching. Further, a 
plurality of fastening means such as Zippers, snaps, hook and 
loop fasteners and/or buttons are provided to alloW the user 
to access the internal compartments of the business case and 
subsequently rejoin the members of the case after opening it. 

[0029] In one preferred embodiment, the business case 
includes an ?rst external compartment that can be expand 
able and serves a variety of functions. This ?rst external 
compartment is internally separated from the rest of the 
adjacent compartments of the case. Access to this ?rst 
compartment can be via a rejoinable opening, such as a 
Zipper, on the top and adjoining sides of the compartment. 
The ?rst external compartment can provide for storage of 
various materials, such as pens, papers, computer disks, and 
the like. Furthermore, the ?rst external compartment can 
comprise a plurality of specialiZed storage compartments 
such as an expandable compartment, pen and pencil sleeves 
and a pocket member dimensioned to secure memory disks 
for computers, pocket calculator, and other small stationery 
items. 

[0030] A second outside compartment is provided appro 
priately padded for use as a storage compartment for a 
notebook or laptop computer or like device. It is Well knoWn 
in the art to provide such a compartment for securely and 
safely carrying a portable computer so as to protect it and 
minimiZe shock to the device upon impact if the case is 
mishandled and forcibly comes in contact With a rigid 
object. An interior dividing Wall is provided to separate the 
second internal compartment from the other internal com 
partments to insure that the notebook computer is protected 
from items in the other internal compartments. Speci?cally, 
it is Well knoWn in the art to provide suf?cient padding and 
cushioning of foam or like material on the interior surface of 
the second internal compartment to prevent damage to the 
sensitive electronic equipment carried in the compartment. 
The computer can be secured in the second outside com 
partment by means of a fastening strap, hook and loop 
fastening strap, cradle system, elastic member or other like 
means knoWn in the art. In addition, additional storage space 
is provided in the second outside compartment for the 
storage of other business related items or computer acces 
sor1es. 
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[0031] Athird internal compartment, intended for use as a 
storage compartment for clothing and for other personal 
items, is provided comprising an expansion gusset. AWrap 
around Zipper, or the like, is provided to secure the third 
internal compartment in a collapsed position. Thus, in the 
closed position (i.e., Zippered), the Wrap-around Zipper 
maintains the business case in a loW pro?le con?guration 
thereby limiting the internal volume of the third internal 
compartment so that only the expansion gusset is disposed 
therein. In the open or un-Zippered position, the Wrap 
around Zipper permits the expansion of the gusset thereby 
alloWing the expansion of the interior volume of the third 
internal compartment. The interior volume of the third 
internal compartment is of suf?cient siZe, When expanded, to 
provide space for the storage of overnight clothing and 
personal care products used during travel. Specialized stor 
age compartments can be disposed therein to alloW the user 
to neatly and ef?ciently store toiletries and the like. A 
protected, Waterproof compartment can be provided to pre 
vent the toiletries from leaking onto the items in the third 
internal compartment or any of the internal compartments of 
the business case. In addition, a plurality of elastic bands, 
buckle-type straps or other retaining means that are Well 
knoWn in the art to facilitate the packing of clothing items 
and personal toiletries are optionally provided. Once the 
clothing is removed from the business case, the overall siZe 
of the case can again be minimiZed by securing the Wrap 
around Zipper, thereby, substantially reducing the interior 
volume and re-establishing the loW-pro?le con?guration of 
the business case. Access to the storage volume is provided 
through one of the common interior adjoining sideWalls of 
an adjacent compartment, as Will be explained beloW. 

[0032] Afourth outside compartment is provided compris 
ing a Zippered second sideWall for enclosing a ?le folio 
therein. The ?le folio, comprising a plurality of pockets, can 
be of the type commonly used in the art for the storage of ?le 
folders, documents and similar materials. The ?le folio can 
be attached in the interior compartment of the business case 
in a permanent manner or a removable manner. Aplurality 

of release straps are provided and affixed to the ?le folio and 
to the interior Wall of the fourth compartment. The release 
straps fastened by snaps, hook and loop fasteners, a Zipper, 
or the like, serve to maintain the loW-pro?le con?guration. 
Upon opening of these straps, the ?le folio is released from 
a soft interior dividing Wall alloWing access to the interior of 
the central expandable volume of the third internal compart 
ment. The soft interior dividing Wall is provided to isolate 
the personal items from vieW When either the ?le folio or the 
other of the adjacent internal compartments is opened. When 
access to the interior of the third internal compartment is 
desired, the Zipper extending around three sides of the fourth 
outside compartment is completely opened and the interior 
straps securing the ?le folio in place are released, thereby 
alloWing the ?le folio to be moved aWay and for the tWo 
sections of the case to be laid ?at in a joined side-by-side 
position. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0033] For a more complete understanding of the present 
invention, reference is noW made to the folloWing draWings 
in Which: 
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[0034] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of the preferred 
embodiment of the business case With expandable internal 
for overnight clothing shoWn in a loW-pro?le closed con 
?guration; 
[0035] FIG. 2 is a side vieW of the preferred embodiment 
of the present invention, as depicted in FIG. 1, Wherein 
business case is shoWn in a loW-pro?le closed con?guration; 

[0036] FIG. 3 is a frontal vieW of the preferred embodi 
ment of the present invention, as depicted in FIG. 1, Wherein 
the business case is shoWn in a loW-pro?le closed con?gu 
ration With the closed ?rst internal compartment in the 
foreground; 
[0037] FIG. 4 is a side vieW and cross-sectional cutaWay 
of the preferred embodiment of the present invention, as 
depicted in FIG. 1, Wherein the business case is shoWn in a 
loW-pro?le closed con?guration; 

[0038] FIG. 5 is a perspective vieW of the preferred 
embodiment of the present invention Wherein the business 
case is depicted in a loW-pro?le con?guration With the 
fourth compartment ?le folio unZippered and extended out 
Ward; 

[0039] FIG. 6 is a perspective vieW of the preferred 
embodiment of the present invention Wherein the business 
case is depicted in an expanded con?guration With the third 
internal compartment open alloWing for overnight clothing 
and toiletries to be situated and stored therein; 

[0040] FIG. 7 is a perspective vieW of the preferred 
embodiment of the business case With expandable internal 
for overnight clothing shoWn in an expanded con?guration; 

[0041] FIG. 8 is a side vieW of the preferred embodiment 
according to the present invention, as depicted in FIG. 7, 
Wherein business case is shoWn in an expanded closed 
con?guration; and 

[0042] FIG. 9 is a side vieW and cross-section cutaWay of 
the preferred embodiment according to the present invention 
as depicted in FIG. 7, Wherein the business case is shoWn in 
an expanded, but closed con?guration. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0043] A further understanding of the present invention 
Will be obtained by reference to the preferred embodiment 
set forth in the illustrations of the accompanying draWings. 
Although the illustrated embodiment is merely exemplary of 
systems for carrying out the present invention, both the 
organiZation and method of operation of the invention, in 
general, together With the further objectives and advantages 
thereof, may be more easily understood by reference to the 
draWings and the folloWing description. The draWings are 
not intended to limit the scope of this invention, Which is set 
forth With particularity in the claims as appended or as 
subsequently amended, but merely to clarify and exemplify 
the invention. 

[0044] As required, a detailed illustrative embodiment of 
the present invention is disclosed herein. HoWever, tech 
niques and structures in accordance With the present inven 
tion may be embodied in a Wide variety of forms and modes, 
some of Which may be quite different from those in the 
disclosed preferred embodiment. Consequently, the speci?c 
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structural and functional details disclosed herein are merely 
representative, yet in that regard, they are deemed to afford 
the best embodiment for purposes of disclosure and to 
provide a basis for the claims herein Which de?ne the scope 
of the present invention. The following presents a detailed 
description of a preferred embodiment (as Well as some 
alternative embodiments) of the present invention. 

[0045] Referring ?rst to FIG. 1, depicted is a perspective 
vieW of the preferred embodiment of the business case 100 
With expandable internal compartment for overnight cloth 
ing shoWn in a loW-pro?le closed con?guration. The housing 
structure of the business case 100 is provided including a 
?rst sideWall 104 and an opposing second sideWall 106, each 
sideWall being ?xedly attached to a loWer panel 108 and an 
opposing upper panel 110, a ?rst side panel 112 and an 
opposing second side panel 114 to form said business case 
100. First sideWall 104 and second sideWall106 are attached 
to loWer panel 108, upper panel 110, ?rst side panel 112 and 
second side panel 114 by common methods knoWn in the art 
for attaching the materials together, such as stitching. Fur 
ther, a plurality of fastening means such as a Zipper or 
buttons are provided for alloWing the user to access the 
internal compartment of the business case and alloWing the 
user to subsequently rejoin the members of the business case 
after opening each compartment of the business case. 

[0046] A?rst external compartment 116 is provided Which 
is slightly expandable and serves a variety of functions. First 
compartment 116 is internally separated from the rest of the 
internal compartments of the case. Access to ?rst external 
compartment 116 can be by a ?ap, or by a rejoinable 
opening, such as a Zipper, on the top side of the ?rst internal 
compartment. Other storage compartments can be attached 
to the exterior side Walls for storing a cell phone, billfold or 
other special-purpose business and personal articles. 

[0047] A second outside compartment 118 is provided and 
appropriately padded for use in stoWing a notebook com 
puter or like device. Access to second compartment 118 can 
be provided by any type of rejoinable means such as Zippers, 
Which are commonly used in the art. 

[0048] A third internal compartment 120, or clothing 
storage compartment, is provided comprising an expansion 
gusset for the storage of overnight clothing and a Wrap 
around Zipper or like device that is provided to secure the 
gusset in third internal compartment 120. When in the closed 
position, the Wrap-around Zipper maintains the business case 
in a loW pro?le con?guration thereby limiting the internal 
volume of third internal compartment 120 to the point Where 
only the expansion gusset is disposed therein. When the 
Zipper is in the open position, thereby providing an increase 
in storage volume of the third internal compartment 120. 

[0049] A fourth external compartment 122 is provided for 
enclosing a ?le folio. The inner sideWall is attached to the 
?le folio by means of a Zipper, button snap, hook and loop 
fastener, or the like. The ?le folio, comprising a plurality of 
pockets can be of the type commonly used in the art for the 
storage of documents and related materials. Furthermore, a 
plurality of release straps are provided and af?xed Within the 
fourth internal compartment 122. The release straps may be 
fastened by snaps, hook and loop fasteners, Zipper or the like 
to further maintain the loW-pro?le con?guration. Upon 
unfastening the release snaps, the ?le folio is released from 
a soft interior dividing Wall alloWing access to the central 
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expanded volume of the third internal compartment. The soft 
interior dividing Wall is provided to isolate the personal 
items from the ?le folio When the third internal compartment 
120 is opened. 

[0050] Handle straps 124 are provided for carrying the 
business case. Handle straps 124 can be made of material 
commonly used in the art such as vinyl, nylon, canvas, 
leather or the like. In addition, handle straps 124 may be 
attached to the business case by any means commonly 
knoWn in the art so that they become an integral part of the 
business case. 

[0051] In a preferred embodiment, attachment rings 126 
are provided and ?tted to opposite ends of the business case. 
Attachment clips af?xed to a shoulder strap (not shoWn) can 
be clipped onto attachment rings 126 providing the user an 
alternate manner for carrying the business case. The shoul 
der strap can further include a shoulder pad ?tted along an 
intermediate portion of shoulder strap. Additional means for 
carrying the case can be provided in the construction of the 
present invention. For example, a Wheel-type mechanism 
may be provided for rolling the business case. In addition, 
extendable handle means may be provided to facilitate the 
rolling of the business case across a surface. 

[0052] Turning next to FIG. 2, there is depicted a side 
vieW of the preferred embodiment according to the present 
invention Wherein business case 100 is shoWn in a loW 
pro?le closed con?guration. Business case 100 includes a 
?rst sideWall 104 opposing a second sideWall 106, each 
sideWall being ?xedly attached to a loWer panel 108 and an 
opposing upper panel 110, a ?rst side panel and an opposing 
second side panel complete the case. The ?rst sideWall 104 
and second sideWall 106 are attached to loWer panel 108, 
upper panel 110, ?rst side panel and second side panel by 
methods knoWn in the art for attaching the materials 
together. Further, a plurality of fastening means such as a 
Zipper or hook and loop fasteners are provided for alloWing 
the user to access the internal compartments and to subse 
quently rejoin the Wall or ?ap members of the business case 
100. 

[0053] In FIGS. 1 and 3, the third internal compartment 
120 is collapsed (i.e., Zippered) and is depicted in an 
un-expanded con?guration, providing the loW-pro?le con 
?guration of business case 100. As described above, the 
third internal compartment 120, or clothing storage com 
partment, comprises an expansion gusset for the storage of 
overnight clothing. A Wrap-around Zipper or like device is 
provided to secure the third internal compartment 120. In the 
closed position (i.e., Zippered), the Wrap-around Zipper 
maintains the business case in a loW pro?le con?guration 
thereby limiting the internal volume of the third internal 
compartment to the point Where only the expansion gusset is 
disposed therein. In the open position (i.e., un-Zippered), as 
illustrated in FIGS. 6-9, the Wraparound Zipper permits 
expansion of the gusset alloWing an increase in the storage 
volume of the third internal compartment. It Will be under 
stood that the volume of the clothing storage compartment 
and the respective gussets can be of any desired siZe. The 
draWings depict a relatively large compartment for purposes 
of illustration only, and the compartment can be of any 
desired smaller volume. Accordingly, the interior volume of 
the third internal compartment 120 is of suf?cient siZe, When 
expanded, to alloW for the storage of overnight clothing for 
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short-term travel. Once the clothing is removed from the 
business case, the overall siZe of the case can be minimized 
by securing the Wraparound Zipper, thereby, substantially 
limiting interior volume and re-establishing the loW-pro?le 
con?guration of the business case 100. On the opposite side 
of the third compartment is fourth external compartment 122 
enclosing a ?le folio comprising a plurality of pockets of the 
type commonly used in the art for the storage of documents 
and related materials. 

[0054] With reference to FIG. 3, business case 100 is 
shoWn in a loW-pro?le collapsed con?guration With the 
closed ?rst optional external compartment 106 in the fore 
ground. Handle straps 124 are provided for carrying the 
business case and can be attached to the business case by any 
means commonly knoWn in the art, such as stitching, 
riveting or the like so that handle straps 124 become an 
integral part of business case 100. 

[0055] Turning next to FIG. 4, depicted is a side vieW and 
cross-sectional cutaWay of a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention Wherein the business case 100 is shoWn in 
a loW-pro?le closed con?guration. First sideWall 104 and 
opposing second sideWall 106 are attached to loWer panel 
108 and opposing upper panel 110, a ?rst side panel in the 
foreground and an opposing second side panel to form said 
business case 100. First compartment 116 is provided Which 
is slightly expandable and serves a variety of functions. First 
internal compartment 116 is internally separated from the 
rest of the internal compartments of the business case 100 by 
an internal Wall 404. An expandable compartment, pen and 
pencil sleeves 402 and a pocket member dimensioned to 
secure memory disks or compact disks for computers can be 
provided. 

[0056] Second outside compartment 118 is provided and 
appropriately padded for use as a notebook computer or like 
device storage compartment. An interior dividing Wall 400 
is provided to separate the second compartment 118 from 
?rst compartment 116. A second interior dividing Wall 404 
is provided to separate second compartment 118 from third 
internal compartment 120. Furthermore, a plurality of divid 
ing structures 406 can be af?xed Within the second com 
partment to separate the sensitive electronic devices from 
the rest of the items stored herein. An interior cradle system 
408 is provided to support the electronic equipment stored in 
the second internal compartment. A notebook computer can 
be secured Within the second compartment 118 by means of 
fastening strap, hook and loop fasteners strap, elastic mem 
ber or other means knoWn in the art. Additional storage 
space 410 can be provided Within the second internal 
compartment 118 for the storage of other business related 
items or computer accessories. 

[0057] A third internal compartment 120, or clothing 
storage compartment, is provided comprising an expansion 
gusset 412 for the storage of overnight clothing. A Wrap 
around Zipper or other means is provided to secure the gusset 
in a collapsed condition in the third internal compartment. 
Upon opening the Zipper, expansion gusset 412 expands to 
provide the increased interior volume for third internal 
compartment 120. Expansion gusset 412 can be made of any 
suitable material used in the art; hoWever, it has been found 
that fabric materials such as nylon blends are satisfactory 
and accepted by consumers. The interior volume of the third 
internal compartment is of suf?cient siZe, When expanded, to 
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alloW for the storage of clothing and/or other personal items 
required for short-term travel. 

[0058] A fourth external compartment 122 is provided 
comprising a Zippered second sideWall for enclosing a ?le 
folio 412 therein. The ?le folio can be expanded upon the 
opening of fourth internal compartment 122. A three-sided 
Zipper or like device is provided to secure fourth compart 
ment 122 in the closed position. 

[0059] Referring next to FIG. 5, the business case 100 is 
shoWn in a loW-pro?le con?guration With the fourth com 
partment 122 unZippered and ?le folio 414 extended out 
Wardly. File folio 414 can be permanently or removably 
attached to the interior compartment of the fourth internal 
compartment 122 of the business case. Aplurality of release 
straps 506 are provided for attaching the ?le folio 414 to a 
soft interior dividing Wall 504 to separate the ?le folio 414 
of the fourth external compartment 122 from third internal 
compartment 120. The release straps 506 can be fastened by 
snaps, hook and loop fasteners, Zippers or the like to further 
maintain the loW-pro?le con?guration. Upon unfastening 
the release snaps 502, the user can gain access to the central 
expanded volume of the third interior compartment. In 
addition, af?xed Within the third internal compartment 120 
are a plurality of elastic bands, buckle-type straps or other 
like retaining means 506 that are Well knoWn in the art to 
facilitate the packing of clothing items and personal toilet 
r1es. 

[0060] Turning next to FIG. 6, the business case 100 is 
shoWn in an expanded con?guration With the third interior 
compartment 120 open alloWing for overnight clothing and 
toiletries to be placed and secured therein. As previously 
explained, the Wrap-around Zipper is opened alloWing the 
expansion of gusset 412 to provide for the increased interior 
volume in the third internal compartment 120. Access to the 
third internal compartment 120 is through the fourth com 
partment behind the ?le folio 414. A plurality of release 
straps 506 are provided for attaching the ?le folio 414 to a 
soft interior dividing Wall 504. Upon unfastening the release 
snaps 502 of the soft interior dividing Wall 504, the user can 
gain access to the central expanded volume of the third 
interior compartment 120. In addition, shoWn af?xed Within 
the third internal compartment 120 are a plurality of elastic 
bands, buckle-type straps or other like retaining means 502 
that are Well knoWn in the art to facilitate the packing of 
clothing items and personal toiletries. Additional specialiZed 
storage compartments can be located in the third internal 
compartment 120 to alloW the user to neatly and ef?ciently 
store personal toiletries. Protected, Waterproof compart 
ments can also be provided to prevent the toiletries from 
leaking onto the items in third internal compartment 120 or 
any of the other internal compartments of the business case. 

[0061] Turning next to FIG. 7, depicted is a perspective 
vieW of the preferred embodiment of the business case 100 
With expandable internal compartment for overnight cloth 
ing shoWn in an expanded con?guration. Housing structure 
102 is provided including a ?rst sideWall 104 and opposing 
second sideWall 106, each sideWall being ?xedly attached to 
loWer panel 108 and opposing upper panel 110, ?rst side 
panel 112 and opposing second side panel 114 to form said 
business case 100. The relationship of the elements com 
prising this embodiment are again clearly shoWn. 
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[0062] With reference to FIGS. 8 and 9, there are depicted 
side vieWs of the business case 100 of the invention in its 
expanded con?guration. 
[0063] In the cross-sectional vieW of FIG. 9, the case 100 
is illustrated as containing the business and personal items as 
Would be typically required for an overnight business trip, 
including a laptop or notebook computer in the ?rst outside 
compartment 118, papers in third outside ?le folio compart 
ment 122, and clothing and other personal items in third 
internal compartment 120. 

[0064] While the present invention has been described 
With reference to one or more preferred embodiments, Which 
embodiments have been set forth in considerable detail for 
the purposes of providing a complete understanding of the 
invention, such embodiments are merely exemplary and are 
not intended to be limiting or represent an exhaustive 
enumeration of all aspects of the invention. Further, it Will 
be apparent to those of skill in the art that numerous changes 
may be made in such details Without departing from the 
spirit and the principles of the invention. The scope of the 
invention, therefore, shall be de?ned solely by the folloWing 
claims. 

I claim: 
1. A soft-sided expandable business case, providing Zip 

pers for accessing the internal compartments, having a ?rst 
sideWall, opposing second sideWall, each sideWall being 
?xedly attached to a loWer panel and an opposing upper 
panel, a ?rst side panel and an opposing second side panel, 
constructed of a fabric secured to a rigid frame, said business 
case comprising: 

a ?rst compartment padded for carrying electronic devices 
and related accessories; 

a second internal compartment comprising a central Zip 
per, said central Zipper extending around the periphery 
of the case, and an expansion gusset formed in the 
bottom, top and end Walls of the case for selectively 
increasing the internal volume of said second compart 
ment; 

a third compartment comprising a ?le folio secured to the 
interior, the folio extending substantially betWeen the 
loWer panel, upper panel, ?rst side panel and second 
side panel; and 

a means for carrying said business case, 

Whereby the expansion gusset is maintained on the inte 
rior of the case in a collapsed condition When the 
central Zipper is closed and said gusset forms a portion 
of the loWer panel, upper panel, ?rst side panel and 
second side panel in an expanded position When the 
central Zipper is opened. 

2. The business case of claim 1, Wherein an interior Wall 
of the ?le folio is maintained in a ?rst retained position With 
respect to the end Walls of the case by at least one releasable 
fastener and moveable to a second free position aWay from 
the end Walls upon release of said at least one fastener for 
accessing the internal compartment of the third interior 
compartment. 

3. The business case of claim 2 Where the at least one 
releasable fastener is selected from the group consisting of 
snaps, hook and loop fasteners, clips, toggles and slot 
fasteners. 

4. The business case of claim 3 Where the at least one 
releasable fastener is attached to a strip of ?exible material. 
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5. The business case of claim 2 Where the closed bottom 
portion of the ?le folio is secured to the business case 
proximate the juncture of the loWer panel and ?rst and 
second side panel of the business case. 

6. The business case of claim 5 Where the ?rst side Wall 
forms the front Wall of the ?le folio, Whereby the ?le folio 
is movable With the unZippered side Wall to provide access 
to the interior of the case. 

7. The business case of claim 1 Wherein said second 
compartment comprises restraining means for restricting the 
movement of stored items. 

8. The business case of claim 1 Wherein said second 
compartment is provided With means for retaining items of 
clothing When placed in position in said expanded compart 
ment for storage during travel. 

9. The business case of claim 1 Wherein said second 
internal compartment comprises form-?tting, Water-proof 
ing compartments for personal toiletries. 

10. The business case of claim 1 Wherein said means for 
carrying said business case comprises a plurality of straps. 

11. The business case of claim 10 Wherein said means for 
carrying said business case comprises a shoulder strap. 

12. The business case of claim 1 Wherein a plurality of 
Wheels are mounted to the exterior loWer panel of said 
business case for rolling the business case across a support 
surface. 

13. The business case of claim 12 further comprising a 
telescoping handle assembly secured to said business case 
extendable above the top panel and provided With a handle 
grip. 

14. The business case of claim 1 Wherein said ?rst 
compartment comprises means for cushioning and position 
ing an electronic device. 

15. The business case of claim 14 Wherein said means for 
cushioning an electronic device comprises impact resistant 
members and stiffening inserts. 

16. The business case of claim 1 Wherein said expansion 
gusset is composed primarily of a Woven nylon fabric. 

17. The business case of claim 1 further comprising an 
auxiliary storage pocket attached to at least one of said ?rst 
and second sideWalls. 

18. A soft-sided business case that is expandable to 
convert said case to an overnight travel and business case, 
said business case comprising a pair of opposing side Walls, 
opposing loWer and upper panels and ?rst and second 
opposing side panels, said case further comprising an expan 
sion gusset secured to the interior of the case around the 
loWer panel, opposing upper panel, ?rst side panel and 
opposing second side panel of the business case, and a 
continuous Zipper extending around the exterior of the loWer 
panel, opposing upper panel, ?rst side panel and opposing 
second side panel, of the business case, Whereby the central 
Zipper When closed maintains the expansion gusset in a 
collapsed position and When opened alloWs the expansion 
gusset to expand to provide an interior central storage 
compartment of increased volume betWeen opposing storage 
volumes. 

19. A soft-sided business case containing a plurality of 
internal compartments having at least one expansion gusset 
for increasing the interior storage volume of said business 
case, said expansion gusset accessible by a closure having a 
Zipper, Which, When closed collapses the gusset and When 
opened alloWs expansion of the gusset, Whereby the volume 
de?ned by the expansion gusset is increased. 


