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(57) ABSTRACT 

A transgenic non-human animal of the species selected from 
the group consisting of avian, bovine, ovine and porcine 
having a transgene Which results in disrupting the produc 
tion of and/or activity of groWth differentiation factor-11 
(GDP-11) chromosomally integrated into the germ cells of 
the animal is disclosed. Also disclosed are methods for 
making such animals, and methods of treating animals, 
including humans, With antibodies or antisense directed to 
GDF-ll. The animals so treated are characterized by 
increased muscle tissue. 
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1 01c10100010001110111001101110111111011011000111110101111110011110111011110 s0 
01 11111111110111101111000111111111111101101111010010111111111111111011100111011111010011 120 

11 11 0 x 1 0 
121 AATGTATCTTTATATTTACCTGTTCATGCTGATTGCTCCTCGCCCAGTGCATCTAAATGA 100 
MYVYIYLFMLIAAGPVDLNE 

101 CGGCAGTGACAGAGAAGMAATGTCGAAAAAGAGCCGCTGTGTAATGCATCTGCGTCGAG 240 
GSEREENVEKEGLCNACAWR 

211 1101110110100110011101001011111110111100011110110111110111111100101011111001000 :100 
QNTRYSRIEAIKIQILSKLR 

001 CCTGGMACAGCTCCTAACAYCAGCAMGATGCTATAACACAACTTCTCCCAAGACCGCC 300 
LETAPN-jl'lY-TSKDAIROLLPRAP 

s01 100110100000111101011100111011011100A001001101100011101101100A0101100011: 420 
PLRELIDQYDVORDDSSDGS 

1121 TTTCGAACATCACGATTATCACGCTACCACGCAAACAATCATTACCATGCCTACAGAGTC 100 
1E000111A11£111111P1£s 

101 1011011101111100111000011100010100001111110110011111111111111100101101 s40 
DFLMOADCKPKCCFFKFSSK 

s11 1111111011011101111011110111011111110000111101010011111111010001100001011110110 s00 
IOYNKVVKAQLWIYLRPVKT 

s01 TCCTACAACAGTGTTTCTGCAAATCCTGAGACTCATCAAACCCATGMAGACGCTACAAG 000 
PTTVFVOILRLEKPMKDGTR 

s01 GTATACTCGAATCCGATCTCTCAAACUCACATCACCCCAGGCACTCGTAUTGCCAGAC 720 
110111511110115201011105 

721' TATTCATGTCAAGACACTCTTCCAMATTGGCTCAAACAGCCTGAATCCAACTTAGCCAT 700 
IDVKTVLQNWLKOPESNLCI 

781 TGAAATCAAAGCNTGGATGAGAATGGCCATGAICTTGCTGTAACCTTCCCAGGACCAGG 040 
EIKALDENCHDLAVTFPGPC 

011 AGAAGATCGGCTCAATCCCTTTTTAGAAGTCMCGTGACAGACACACCCAAGAGCTCCCG 900 
EDGLNPFLEVKVTDTPKIRSR 

901 011011011011100001101101000110100110rcmcccmcccccmcrccccc111001; s00 
EDFGLDCDEHSTESRCCRYP 

901 0121011000100/1111101111001211100110001101001111111000100011111110111111101 1020 
LTVDFEAFGWD‘WIIAPKRYK 

1021 0000/1111111010010100101010101111111010111111101110111111100001111101011 1000 
ANYCSGECEFVFLQKYPHTH 

1001 TCTTCTCCACCAAGCAAACCCCACACGCTCAGCAGGCCCTTCCTCCACTCCGACAAAAAT 1110 
LVHOANPRGSAGPCCTPTKM 

1111 010100011111011110011111111111011000111101111011101111111111100011101111100 1200 
SPINMLYFNGKEOIIYCKIP 

1201 100011100111011101100001010001001011101001110011111100111101011011000 1200 
A 11 v v 0 11 c c c s 1 
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1261 AAGTCATGGMGGTCTTCCCCTCAATTTCGAMCTGTOAATTCAAGCACCACAGGCTGTA 1520 
132i GGCCTTCACTATCCTCTAGTAACGTAAGCACAACCTACACTGTATCAACTAAAACAGACA i380 
1381 ATACATCCAATGGUGGCATTCAACCACCAAAATAAACCATACTATAGGATGTTCTATGA i440 
1441 TTTCCAGAGTTUTCAAATACATCGACATCAAATTACATTTATCTCCATATATCTATAU 1500 
i501 ACAACTACAATCTAGGCAACGAAGTGAGAGCACATCTTGTGGTCTGCTCAGTTAGGAGGG 1560 
i561 TATCATTAAAAGGTAAACTCTTATTTCCTAACAGTTTCACTTAATATTTACACAACAATC 1620 
162i TATATGTAGCCTTTGTAAAGTGTAGCATTGUATCATTTAAAAACATCATCTACACTTAT I680 
i681 ATTTCTATTGTATACUGGTAAGATAAAAWCCACAAAGTACGAATCCGGCCTCACATAC i740 
1741 ACATTGCCATTCCTATTATAATTGGACAATCCACCACGGTGCTAATGCAGTGCTGAATGG 1800 
180i CTCCTACTCGACCTCTCGATACAACACTCTACAAACTACGAGTCTCTCTCTCCCTTCCAG i860 
1861 GTGCATCTCCACACACACAGCACTAAGTGTTCAATCCATTTTCTTTAAGGAAACAAGAAT 1920 
192i CTTTTUTCTAGAGCTCAACTTTCAGTCAACTCTAGCACACCGGGAGTGACTGCTGCATC 1980 
198i TTAAAAGGCACCCAAACAGTATTCATUTTTAATCTAAATUCAAMTCACTGTCTGCCT 2040 
2041 TTATCACATGCCAATTTTCTCGTAAAATAATCGAAATGACTCGTTCTATCAATATTCTAT 2100 
2101 AAAAGACTCTCAAACAATTACATTTATATAATATGTATACAATATTGTTTTGTAAATAAG 2160 
2161 TGTCTCCTTTTATATTTACTUGGTATATTTTTACACTAATGAAATTTCAAATCATTAAA 2220 
222i GTACAAMJACATGTCATGTATCACAAAAAAGGTCACTCCTTCTATTTCAGACTGAATTAC 2280 
228i CACATTCAATAGTCCTCTTAAAACTCTGTATGTTAAGATTAGAACCTTATATTACAATCA 2340 
234i ATTTATGTATTTTTTACATTATCAACTTATGGTTTCATGGTGGCTGTATCTATGAATCTC 2400 
240i CCTCCCAGTCAAATTTCAATCCCCCACCATTTTAAAAATTACAACCATTACTAAACATAC 2460 
246i CAACATCTATCTAAAGAAATACAAATATCGTATCTCAATAACAGCTACTTTTTTATTTTA 2520 
252i TAATUGACAATGAATACATTTCTUTATTTACTTCAGTTTTATAAATTGGAACTTTGTT 2580 
2581 TATCAAATCTATTGTACTCATAGCTAAATGAAATTATTTCTTACATAAAAATCTCTAGAA 2640 
2641 ACTATAAATTAAAGTGTTUCACAUTTTGAAACCC 2676 

FIG. 8b 
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USE OF ANTIBODIES SPECIFIC FOR GROWTH 
DIFFERENTIATION FACTOR-11 

[0001] This application is a continuation-in-part applica 
tion of US. Application Serial No. 08/795,671, ?led Feb. 6, 
1997 and US. application Ser. No. 08/706,958, ?led Aug. 3, 
1996, Which is a continuation of US. application Ser. No. 
08/272,763,?led Jul. 8, 1994, noW abandoned. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0003] The invention relates generally to groWth factors 
and speci?cally to a neW member of the transforming 
groWth factor beta (TGF-B) superfamily, Which is denoted, 
groWth differentiation factor-11 (GDF-11) and methods of 
use for modulating muscle cell and adipose tissue groWth. 

[0004] 2. Description of Related Art 

[0005] The transforming groWth factor [3(TGF-[3) super 
family encompasses a group of structurally-related proteins 
Which affect a Wide range of differentiation processes during 
embryonic development. The family includes, Mullerian 
inhibiting substance (MIS), Which is required for normal 
male seX development (Behringer, et al., Nature, 3451167, 
1990), Drosophila decapentaplegic (DPP) gene product, 
Which is required for dorsal-ventral aXis formation and 
morphogenesis of the imaginal disks (Padgett, et al., Nature, 
325181-84, 1987), the Xenopus Vg-1 gene product, Which 
localiZes to the vegetal pole of eggs ((Weeks, et al., Cell, 
511861-867, 1987), the activins (Mason, et al., Biochem, 
Biophys. Res. Commun, 1351957-964, 1986), Which can 
induce the formation of mesoderm and anterior structures in 
Xenopus embryos (Thomsen, et al., Cell, 631485, 1990), and 
the bone morphogenetic proteins (BMPs, osteogenin, OP-1) 
Which can induce de novo cartilage and bone formation 
(Sampath, et al., J Biol. Chem, 265113198, 1990). The 
TGF-[3s can in?uence a variety of differentiation processes, 
including adipogenesis, myogenesis, chondrogenesis, 
hematopolesis, and epithelial cell differentiation (for revieW, 
see Massague, Cell 491437, 1987). 

[0006] The proteins of the TGF-[3 family are initially 
synthesiZed as a large precursor protein Which subsequently 
undergoes proteolytic cleavage at a cluster of basic residues 
approximately 110-140 amino acids from the C-terminus. 
The C-terminal regions, or mature regions, of the proteins 
are all structurally related and the different family members 
can be classi?ed into distinct subgroups based on the eXtent 
of their homology. Although the homologies Within particu 
lar subgroups range from 70% to 90% amino acid sequence 
identity, the homologies betWeen subgroups are signi?cantly 
loWer, generally ranging from only 20% to 50%. In each 
case, the active species appears to be a disul?de-linked 
dimer of C-terminal fragments. Studies have shoWn that 
When the pro-region of a member of the TGF-[3 family is 
coeXpressed With a mature region of another member of the 
TGF-[3 family, intracellular dimeriZation and secretion of 
biologically active homodimers occur (Gray, A. et al., Sci 
ence, 24711328, 1990). Additional studies by Hammonds, et 
al., (Molec. Endocrin. 51149, 1991) shoWed that the use of 
the BMP-2 pro-region combined With the BMP-4 mature 
region led to dramatically improved expression of mature 
BMP-4. For most of the family members that have been 
studied, the homodimeric species has been found to be 

Oct. 17, 2002 

biologically active, but for other family members, like the 
inhibins (Ling, et al., Nature, 321 1779, 1986) and the 
TGF-[3s (CheifetZ, et al., Cell, 481409, 1987), heterodimers 
have also been detected, and these appear to have different 
biological properties than the respective homodimers. 

[0007] In addition, it is desirable to produce livestock and 
game animals, such as coWs, sheep, pigs, chicken and 
turkey, ?sh Which are relatively high in musculature and 
protein, and loW in fat content. Many drug and diet regimens 
eXist Which may help increase muscle and protein content 
and loWer undesirably high fat and/or cholesterol levels, but 
such treatment is generally administered after the fact, and 
is begun only after signi?cant damage has occurred to the 
vasculature. Accordingly, it Would be desirable to produce 
animals Which are genetically predisposed to having higher 
muscle content, Without any ancillary increase in fat levels. 

[0008] The food industry has put much effort into increas 
ing the amount of muscle and protein in foodstuffs. This 
quest is relatively simple in the manufacture of synthetic 
foodstuffs, but has been met With limited success in the 
preparation of animal foodstuffs. Attempts have been made, 
for eXample, to loWer cholesterol levels in beef and poultry 
products by including cholesterol-loWering drugs in animal 
feed (see eg Elkin and Rogler, J. Agric. Food Chem. 1990, 
38, 1635-1641). HoWever, there remains a need for more 
effective methods of increasing muscle and reducing fat and 
cholesterol levels in animal food products. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0009] The present invention provides a cell groWth and 
differentiation factor, GDF-11, a polynucleotide sequence 
Which encodes the factor, and antibodies Which are immu 
noreactive With the factor. This factor appears to relate to 
various cell proliferative disorders, especially those involv 
ing muscle, nerve, and adipose tissue. 

[0010] In one embodiment, the invention provides a 
method for detecting a cell proliferative disorder of muscle, 
nerve, or fat origin and Which is associated With GDF-11. In 
another embodiment, the invention provides a method for 
treating a cell proliferative disorder by suppressing or 
enhancing GDF-11 activity. 

[0011] In another embodiment, the subject invention pro 
vides non-human transgenic animals Which are useful as a 
source of food products With high muscle and protein 
content, and reduced fat and cholesterol content. The ani 
mals have been altered chromosomally in their germ cells 
and somatic cells so that the production of GDF-11 is 
produced in reduced amounts, or is completely disrupted, 
resulting in animals With decreased levels of GDF-11 in their 
system and higher than normal levels of muscle tissue, 
preferably Without increased fat and/or cholesterol levels. 
Accordingly, the present invention also includes food prod 
ucts provided by the animals. Such food products have 
increased nutritional value because of the increase in muscle 
tissue. The transgenic non-human animals of the invention 
include bovine, porcine, ovine and avian animals, for 
eXample. 

[0012] The subject invention also provides a method of 
producing animal food products having increased muscle 
content. The method includes modifying the genetic makeup 
of the germ cells of a pronuclear embryo of the animal, 
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implanting the embryo into the oviduct of a pseudopregnant 
female thereby allowing the embryo to mature to full term 
progeny, testing the progeny for presence of the transgene to 
identify transgene-positive progeny, cross-breeding trans 
gene-positive progeny to obtain further transgene-positive 
progeny and processing the progeny to obtain foodstuff. The 
modi?cation of the germ cell comprises altering the genetic 
composition so as to disrupt or reduce the expression of the 
naturally occurring gene encoding for production of GDF-11 
protein. In a particular embodiment, the transgene comprises 
anti sense polynucleotide sequences to the GDF-11 protein. 
Alternatively, the transgene may comprise a non-functional 
sequence Which replaces or intervenes in the native GDF-11 
gene. 

[0013] The subject invention also provides a method of 
producing avian food products having improved muscle 
content. The method includes modifying the genetic makeup 
of the germ cells of a pronuclear embryo of the avian animal, 
implanting the embryo into the oviduct of a pseudopregnant 
female into an embryo of a chicken, culturing the embryo 
under conditions Whereby progeny are hatched, testing the 
progeny for presence of the genetic alteration to identify 
transgene-positive progeny, cross-breeding transgene-posi 
tive progeny and processing the progeny to obtain foodstuff. 

[0014] The invention also provides a method for treating 
a muscle or adipose tissue disorder in a subject. The method 
includes administering a therapeutically effective amount of 
a GDF-11 agent to the subject, thereby inhibiting abnormal 
groWth of muscle or adipose tissue. The GDF-11 agent may 
include an antibody, a GDF-11 antisense molecule or a 
dominant negative polypeptide, for example. In one aspect, 
a method for inhibiting the groWth regulating actions of 
GDF-11 by contacting an anti-GDF-11 monoclonal anti 
body, a GDF-11 antisense molecule or a dominant negative 
polypeptide (or polynucleotide encoding a dominant nega 
tive polypeptide) With fetal or adult muscle cells or progeni 
tor cells is included. These agents can be administered to a 
patient suffering from a disorder such as muscle Wasting 
disease, neuromuscular disorder, muscle atrophy, obesity or 
other adipocyte cell disorders, and aging, for example. 

[0015] The invention also provides a method for a method 
for identifying a compound that affects GDF-11 activity or 
gene expression including incubating the compound With 
GDF-11 polypeptide, or With a recombinant cell expressing 
GDF-11 under conditions sufficient to alloW the compounds 
to interact and determining the effect of the compound on 
GDF-11 activity or expression. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0016] FIG. 1 shoWs the nucleotide and predicted amino 
acid sequences of murine (FIG. 1a; SEQ ID NOS: 3 and 4, 
respectively) and human (FIG. 1b; SEQ ID NOS: 1 and 2, 
respectively) GDF-11 The putative proteolytic processing 
sites are shoWn by the shaded boxes. In the human sequence, 
the potential N-linked glycosylation signal is shoWn by the 
open box, and the consensus polyadenylation signal is 
underlined; the poly A tail is not shoWn. 

[0017] FIG. 2 shoWs Northern blots of RNA prepared 
from adult (FIG. 2a) or fetal and neonatal (FIG. 2b) tissues 
probed With a murine GDF-11 probe. 

[0018] FIG. 3 shoWs amino acid homologies among dif 
ferent members of the TGF-[3 superfamily. Numbers repre 
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sent percent amino acid identities betWeen each pair calcu 
lated from the ?rst conserved cysteine to the C-terminus. 
Boxes represent homologies among highly-related members 
Within particular subgroups. 

[0019] FIG. 4 shoWs an alignment of the predicted amino 
acid sequences of human GDF-11 (top lines; SEQ ID NO: 
2) With human GDF-8 (bottom lines; SEQ ID NO: 5). 
Vertical lines indicate identities. Dots represent gaps intro 
duced in order to maximiZe the alignment. Numbers repre 
sent amino acid positions relative to the N-terminus. The 
putative proteolytic processing sites are shoWn by the open 
box. The conserved cysteine residues on the C-terminal 
region are shoWn by the shaded boxes. 

[0020] FIG. 5 shoWs the expression of GDF-11 in mam 
malian cells. Conditioned medium prepared from Chinese 
hamster ovary cells transfected With a hybrid GDF-8/GDF 
11 gene (see text) cloned into the MSXND expression vector 
in either the antisense (lane 1) or sense (lane 2) orientation 
Was dialyZed, lyophiliZed, and subjected to Western analysis 
using antibodies directed against the C-terminal portion of 
GDF-8 protein. ArroWs at right indicate the putative unproc 
essed (pro-GDF-8/GDF-11) or processed GDF-11 proteins. 
Numbers at left indicate mobilities of molecular Weight 
standards. 

[0021] FIG. 6 shoWs the chromosomal mapping of human 
GDF-11. DNA samples prepared from human/rodent 
somatic cell lines Were subjected to PCR, electrophoresed 
on agarose gels, blotted, and probed. The human chromo 
some contained in each of the hybrid cell lines is identi?ed 
at the top of each of the ?rst 24 lanes (1-22, X, and Y). In 
the lanes designated CHO, M, and H, the starting DNA 
template Was total genomic DNA from hamster, mouse, and 
human sources, respectively. In the lane marked B1, no 
template DNA Was used. Numbers at left indicate the 
mobilities of DNA standards. 

[0022] FIG. 7 shoWs the FISH localiZation of GDF-11. 
Metaphase chromosomes derived from peripheral blood 
lymphocytes Were hybridiZed With digoxigenin-labelled 
human GDF-11 probe (a) or a mixture of human GDF-11 
genomic and chromosome 12-speci?c centromere probes (b) 
and analyZed as described in the text. A schematic shoWing 
the location of GDF-11 at position 12q13 is shoWn in panel 
(C) 
[0023] FIGS. 8a and 8b shoW the nucleotide sequence 
(SEQ ID NO: 10) and deduced amino acid sequence (SEQ 
ID NO: 11) of murine GDF-8. 

[0024] FIG. 9 shoWs a map of the GDF-8 locus (top line) 
and targeting construct (second line). The black and stippled 
boxes represent coding sequences for the pro- and C-termi 
nal regions, respectively. The White boxes represent 5‘ and 3‘ 
untranslated sequences. A probe derived from the region 
doWnstream of the 3‘ homology fragment and upstream of 
the most distal HindIII site shoWn hybridiZes to an 11.2 kb 
HindIII fragment in the GDF-8 gene and a 10.4 kb fragment 
in an homologously targeted gene. Abbreviations: H, Hin 
dIII; X, Xba I. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0025] The present invention provides a groWth and dif 
ferentiation factor, GDF-1, and a polynucleotide sequence 
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encoding GDF-11. GDF-11 is expressed at highest levels in 
muscle, brain, uterus, spleen, and thymus and at loWer levels 
in other tissues. 

[0026] The TGF-[3 superfamily consists of multifunctional 
polypeptides that control proliferation, differentiation, and 
other functions in many cell types. Many of the peptides 
have regulatory, both positive and negative, effects on other 
peptide groWth factors. The structural homology betWeen 
the GDF-11 protein of this invention and the members of the 
TGF-[3 family, indicates that GDF-11 is a neW member of 
the family of groWth and differentiation factors. Based on 
the knoWn activities of many of the other members, it can be 
expected that GDF-11 Will also possess biological activities 
that Will make it useful as a diagnostic and therapeutic 
reagent. 

[0027] Certain members of this superfamily have expres 
sion patterns or possess activities that relate to the function 
of the nervous system. For example, one family member, 
namely GDNF, has been shoWn to be a potent neurotrophic 
factor that can promote the survival of dopaminergic neu 
rons (Lin, et al., Science, 26011130). Another family mem 
ber, namely dorsalin-1, is capable of promoting the differ 
entiation of neural crest cells (Basler, et al., Cell, 731687, 
1993). The inhibins and activins have been shoWn to be 
expressed in the brain (Meunier, et al., Proc. Nat’l. Acad. 
Sci., USA, 851247, 1988; SaWchenko, et al., Nature, 
3341615, 1988), and activin has been shoWn to be capable of 
functioning as a nerve cell survival molecule (Schubert, et 
al., Nature, 3441868, 1990). Another family member, namely 
GDP-1, is nervous system-speci?c in its expression pattern 
(Lee, Proc. Nat’l. Acad. Sci., USA, 8814250, 1991), and 
certain other family members, such as Vgr-1 (Lyons, et al., 
Proc. Nat’l. Acad. Sci., USA, 8614554, 1989; Jones, et al., 
Development, 1111581, 1991), OP-1 (OZkaynak, et al., J. 
Biol. Chem., 267125220, 1992), and BMP-4 (Jones, et al., 
Development, 1111531, 1991), are also knoWn to be 
expressed in the nervous system. The expression of GDF-11 
in brain and muscle suggests that GDF-11 may also possess 
activities that relate to the function of the nervous system. In 
particular, it is knoWn, for example, that skeletal muscle 
produces a factor or factors that promote the survival of 
motor neurons (BroWn, Trends Neurosci., 7110, 1984). The 
knoWn neurotrophic activities of other members of this 
family and the expression of GDF-11 in muscle suggest that 
one activity of GDF-11 may be as a trophic factor for motor 
neurons; indeed, GDF-11 is highly related to GDF-8, Which 
is virtually muscle-speci?c in its expression pattern. Alter 
natively, GDF-11 may have neurotrophic activities for other 
neuronal populations. Hence, GDF-11 may have in vitro and 
in vivo applications in the treatment of neurodegenerative 
diseases, such as amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, or in main 
taining cells or tissues in culture prior to transplantation. 

[0028] GDF-11 may also have applications in treating 
disease processes involving muscle, such as in musculode 
generative diseases or in tissue repair due to trauma. In this 
regard, many other members of the TGF-[3 family are also 
important mediators of tissue repair. TGF-[3 has been shoWn 
to have marked effects on the formation of collagen and to 
cause a striking angiogenic response in the neWborn mouse 
(Roberts, et al., Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci., USA 8314167, 1986). 
TGF-[3 has also been shoWn to inhibit the differentiation of 
myoblasts in culture (Massague, et al., Proc. Natl. Acad. 
Sci., USA 8318206, 1986). Moreover, because myoblast 
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cells may be used as a vehicle for delivering genes to muscle 
for gene therapy, the properties of GDF-11 could be 
exploited for maintaining cells prior to transplantation or for 
enhancing the ef?ciency of the fusion process. 

[0029] GDF-11 may also have applications in the treat 
ment of immunologic disorders. In particular, TGF-[3 has 
been shoWn to have a Wide range of immunoregulatory 
activities, including potent suppressive effects on B and T 
cell proliferation and function (for revieW, see Palladino, et 
al., Ann. NY. Acad. Sci., 5931181, 1990). The expression of 
GDF-11 in spleen and thymus suggests that GDF-11 may 
possess similar activities and therefore, may be used as an 
anti-in?ammatory agent or as a treatment for disorders 
related to abnormal proliferation or function of lympho 
cytes. 

[0030] The animals contemplated for use in the practice of 
the subject invention are those animals generally regarded as 
useful for the processing of food stuffs, i.e. avian such as 
meat bred and egg laying chicken and turkey, ovine such as 
lamb, bovine such as beef cattle and milk coWs, piscine and 
porcine. For purposes of the subject invention, these animals 
are referred to as “transgenic” When such animal has had a 
heterologous DNA sequence, or one or more additional 

DNA sequences normally endogenous to the animal (col 
lectively referred to herein as “transgenes”) chromosomally 
integrated into the germ cells of the animal. The transgenic 
animal (including its progeny) Will also have the transgene 
fortuitously integrated into the chromosomes of somatic 
cells. 

[0031] The TGF-P superfamily consists of multifunctional 
polypeptides that control proliferation, differentiation, and 
other functions in many cell types. Many of the peptides 
have regulatory, both positive and negative, effects on other 
peptide groWth factors. The structural homology betWeen 
the GDF-11 protein of this invention and the members of the 
TGF-[3 family, indicates that GDF-11 is a neW member of 
the family of groWth and differentiation factors. Based on 
the knoWn activities of many of the other members, it can be 
expected that GDF-11 Will also possess biological activities 
that Will make it useful as a diagnostic and therapeutic 
reagent. 

[0032] In particular, certain members of this superfamily 
have expression patterns or possess activities that relate to 
the function of the nervous system. For example, the inhib 
ins and activins have been shoWn to be expressed in the 
brain (Meunier, et al., Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci., USA, 851247, 
1988; SaWchenko, et al.,Nature, 3341615, 1988), and activin 
has been shoWn to be capable of functioning as a nerve cell 
survival molecule (Schubert, et al., Nature, 3441868, 1990). 
Another family member, namely, GDF-1, is nervous system 
speci?c in its expression pattern (Lee, S. J., Proc. Natl. 
Acad. Sci., USA, 8814250, 1991), and certain other family 
members, such as Vgr-1 (Lyons, et al., Proc. Natl. Acad. 
Sci., USA, 8614554, 1989; Jones, et al., Development, 
1111531, 1991), OP-1 (OZkaynak, et al., J. Biol. Chem., 
267125220, 1992), and BMP-4 (Jones, et al., Development, 
1111531, 1991), are also knoWn to be expressed in the 
nervous system. Because it is knoWn that skeletal muscle 
produces a factor or factors that promote the survival of 
motor neurons (BroWn, Trends Neurosci., 7110, 1984), the 
expression of GDF-11 in muscle suggests that one activity 
of GDF-11 may be as a trophic factor for neurons. In this 
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regard, GDF-11 may have applications in the treatment of 
neurodegenerative diseases, such as amyotrophic lateral 
sclerosis or muscular dystrophy, or in maintaining cells or 
tissues in culture prior to transplantation. 

[0033] GDF-11may also have applications in treating dis 
ease processes involving muscle, such as in musculodegen 
erative diseases or in tissue repair due to trauma. In this 
regard, many other members of the TGF-[3 family are also 
important mediators of tissue repair. TGF-[3 has been shoWn 
to have marked effects on the formation of collagen and to 
cause a striking angiogenic response in the neWborn mouse 
(Roberts, et al., Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci, USA 83:4167, 1986). 
TGF-[3 has also been shoWn to inhibit the differentiation of 
myoblasts in culture (Massague, et al., Proc. Natl. Acad. 
Sci, USA 83:8206, 1986). Moreover, because myoblast cells 
may be used as a vehicle for delivering genes to muscle for 
gene therapy, the properties of GDF-11 could be exploited 
for maintaining cells prior to transplantation or for enhanc 
ing the ef?ciency of the fusion 

[0034] The eXpression of GDF-11 in adipose tissue also 
raises the possibility of applications for GDF-11 in the 
treatment of obesity or of disorders related to abnormal 
proliferation of adipocytes. In this regard, TGF-[3 has been 
shoWn to be a potent inhibitor of adipocyte differentiation in 
vitro (IgnotZ and Massague, Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci, USA 
82:8530,1985). 

Polypeptides, Polynucleotides, Vectors and Host 
Cells 

[0035] The invention provides substantially pure GDF-8 
polypeptide and isolated polynucleotides that encode GDP 
11. The term “substantially pure” as used herein refers to 
GDF-11 Which is substantially free of other proteins, lipids, 
carbohydrates or other materials With Which it is naturally 
associated. One skilled in the art can purify GDF-11 using 
standard techniques for protein puri?cation. The substan 
tially pure polypeptide Will yield a single major band on a 
non-reducing polyacrylamide gel. The purity of the GDF-11 
polypeptide can also be determined by amino-terminal 
amino acid sequence analysis. GDF-11 polypeptide includes 
functional fragments of the polypeptide, as long as the 
activity of GDF-11 remains. Smaller peptides containing the 
biological activity of GDF-11 are included in the invention. 

[0036] The invention provides polynucleotides encoding 
the GDF-11 protein. These polynucleotides include DNA, 
cDNA and RNA sequences Which encode GDF-11. It is 
understood that all polynucleotides encoding all or a portion 
of GDF-11 are also included herein, as long as they encode 
a polypeptide With GDF-11 activity. Such polynucleotides 
include naturally occurring, synthetic, and intentionally 
manipulated polynucleotides. For eXample, GDF-11 poly 
nucleotide may be subjected to site-directed mutagenesis. 
The polynucleotide sequence for GDP 11 also includes 
antisense sequences. The polynucleotides of the invention 
include sequences that are degenerate as a result of the 
genetic code. There are 20 natural amino acids, most of 
Which are speci?ed by more than one codon. Therefore, all 
degenerate nucleotide sequences are included in the inven 
tion as long as the amino acid sequence of GDF-11 polypep 
tide encoded by the nucleotide sequence is functionally 
unchanged. 
[0037] Speci?cally disclosed herein is a DNA sequence 
containing the human GDF-11 gene. The sequence contains 
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an open reading frame encoding a polypeptide 407 amino 
acids in length. The sequence contains a putative RXXR 
(SEQ ID NO: 6) proteolytic cleavage site at amino acids 
295-298. Cleavage of the precursor at this site Would gen 
erate an active C-terminal fragment 109 amino acids in 
length With a predicted molecular Weight of approximately 
12,500 kD. Also disclosed herein is a partial murine 
genomic sequence. Preferably, the human GDF-11 nucle 
otide sequence is SEQ ID NO: 1 and the mouse nucleotide 
sequence is SEQ ID NO:3. 

[0038] The polynucleotide encoding GDF-11 includes 
SEQ ID NO:1 and 3, as Well as nucleic acid sequences 
complementary to SEQ ID NO’s: 1 and 3. Acomplementary 
sequence may include an antisense nucleotide. When the 
sequence is RNA, the deoXynucleotides A, G, C, and T of 
SEQ ID NO: 1 and 3 are replaced by ribonucleotides A, G. 
C, and U, respectively. Also included in the invention are 
fragments of the above-described nucleic acid sequences 
that are at least 15 bases in length, Which is sufficient to 
permit the fragment to selectively hybridiZe to DNA that 
encodes the protein of SEQ ID NO: 2 or 4 under physi 
ological conditions (e.g., under stringent conditions). 

[0039] In nucleic acid hybridiZation reactions, the condi 
tions used to achieve a particular level of stringency Will 
vary, depending on the nature of the nucleic acids being 
hybridiZed. For eXample, the length, degree of complemen 
tarity, nucleotide sequence composition (e.g., GC v. AT 
content), and nucleic acid type (e.g., RNA v. DNA) of the 
hybridiZing regions of the nucleic acids can be considered in 
selecting hybridiZation conditions. An additional consider 
ation is Whether one of the nucleic acids is immobiliZed, for 
eXample, on a ?lter. 

[0040] An eXample of progressively higher stringency 
conditions is as folloWs: 2><SSC/0.1% SDS at about room 
temperature (hybridization conditions); 0.2><SSC/0.1% SDS 
at about room temperature (loW stringency conditions); 
0.2><SSC/0.1% SDS at about 42° C. (moderate stringency 
conditions); and 0.1><SSC at about 68° C. (high stringency 
conditions). Washing can be carried out using only one of 
these conditions, e.g., high stringency conditions, or each of 
the conditions can be used, e.g., for 10-15 minutes each, in 
the order listed above, repeating any or all of the steps listed. 
HoWever, as mentioned above, optimal conditions Will vary, 
depending on the particular hybridiZation reaction involved, 
and can be determined empirically. 

[0041] The C-terminal region of GDF-11 folloWing the 
putative proteolytic processing site shoWs signi?cant homol 
ogy to the knoWn members of the TGF-[3 superfamily. The 
GDF-11 sequence contains most of the residues that are 
highly conserved in other family members (see FIG. 1). 
Like the TGF-[3s and inhibin [3s, GDF-11 contains an eXtra 
pair of cysteine residues in addition to the 7 cysteines found 
in virtually all other family members. Among the knoWn 
family members, GDF-11 is most homologous to GDF-8 
(92% sequence identity) (see FIG. 3). 
[0042] Minor modi?cations of the recombinant GDF-11 
primary amino acid sequence may result in proteins Which 
have substantially equivalent activity as compared to the 
GDF-11 polypeptide described herein. Such modi?cations 
may be deliberate, as by site-directed mutagenesis, or may 
be spontaneous. All of the polypeptides produced by these 
modi?cations are included herein as long as the biological 
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activity of GDF-11 still exists. Further, deletion of one or 
more amino acids can also result in a modi?cation of the 
structure of the resultant molecule Without signi?cantly 
altering its biological activity. This can lead to the devel 
opment of a smaller active molecule Which Would have 
broader utility. For example, one can remove amino or 
carboxy terminal amino acids Which are not required for 
GDF-11 biological activity. 

[0043] The nucleotide sequence encoding the GDF-11 
polypeptide of the invention includes the disclosed sequence 
and conservative variations thereof. The term “conservative 
variation” as used herein denotes the replacement of an 
amino acid residue by another, biologically similar residue. 
Examples of conservative variations include the substitution 
of one hydrophobic residue such as isoleucine, valine, 
leucine or methionine for another, or the substitution of one 
polar residue for another, such as the substitution of arginine 
for lysine, glutamic for aspartic acid, or glutamine for 
asparagine, and the like. The term “conservative variation” 
also includes the use of a substituted amino acid in place of 
an unsubstituted parent amino acid provided that antibodies 
raised to the substituted polypeptide also immunoreact With 
the unsubstituted polypeptide. 

[0044] DNA sequences of the invention can be obtained 
by several methods. For example, the DNA can be isolated 
using hybridiZation techniques Which are Well knoWn in the 
art. These include, but are not limited to: 1) hybridiZation of 
genomic or cDNA libraries With probes to detect homolo 
gous nucleotide sequences, 2) polymerase chain reaction 
(PCR) on genomic DNA or cDNA using primers capable of 
annealing to the DNA sequence of interest, and 3) antibody 
screening of expression libraries to detect cloned DNA 
fragments With shared structural features. 

[0045] Preferably the GDF-11 polynucleotide of the 
invention is derived from a mammalian organism, and most 
preferably from mouse, rat, coW, pig, or human. GDF-11 
polynucleotides from chicken, ?sh and other species are also 
included herein. Screening procedures Which rely on nucleic 
acid hybridiZation make it possible to isolate any gene 
sequence from any organism, provided the appropriate 
probe is available. Oligonucleotide probes, Which corre 
spond to a part of the sequence encoding the protein in 
question, can be synthesiZed chemically. This requires that 
short, oligopeptide stretches of amino acid sequence must be 
knoWn. The DNA sequence encoding the protein can be 
deduced from the genetic code, hoWever, the degeneracy of 
the code must be taken into account. It is possible to perform 
a mixed addition reaction When the sequence is degenerate. 
This includes a heterogeneous mixture of denatured double 
stranded DNA. For such screening, hybridiZation is prefer 
ably performed on either single-stranded DNA or denatured 
double-stranded DNA. HybridiZation is particularly useful 
in the detection of cDNA clones derived from sources Where 
an extremely loW amount of mRNA sequences relating to 
the polypeptide of interest are present. In other Words, by 
using stringent hybridiZation conditions directed to avoid 
non-speci?c binding, it is possible, for example, to alloW the 
autoradiographic visualiZation of a speci?c cDNA clone by 
the hybridiZation of the target DNA to that single probe in 
the mixture Which is its complete complement (Wallace, et 
al., Nucl. Acid Res. 9:879, 1981). 

[0046] The development of speci?c DNA sequences 
encoding GDF-11 can also be obtained by: 1 ) isolation of 
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double-stranded DNA sequences from the genomic DNA; 2) 
chemical manufacture of a DNA sequence to provide the 
necessary codons for the polypeptide of interest; and 3) in 
vitro synthesis of a doublestranded DNA sequence by 
reverse transcription of mRNA isolated from a eukaryotic 
donor cell. In the latter case, a double-stranded DNA 
complement of mRNA is eventually formed Which is gen 
erally referred to as cDNA. 

[0047] Of the three above-noted methods for developing 
speci?c DNA sequences for use in recombinant procedures, 
the isolation of genomic DNA isolates is the least common. 
This is especially true When it is desirable to obtain the 
microbial expression of mammalian polypeptides due to the 
presence of introns. 

[0048] The synthesis of DNA sequences is frequently the 
method of choice When the entire sequence of amino acid 
residues of the desired polypeptide product is knoWn. When 
the entire sequence of amino acid residues of the desired 
polypeptide is not knoWn, the direct synthesis of DNA 
sequences is not possible and the method of choice is the 
synthesis of cDNA sequences. Among the standard proce 
dures for isolating cDNA sequences of interest is the for 
mation of plasmid- or phage-carrying cDNA libraries Which 
are derived from reverse transcription of mRNA Which is 
abundant in donor cells that have a high level of genetic 
expression. When used in combination With polymerase 
chain reaction technology, even rare expression products can 
be cloned. In those cases Where signi?cant portions of the 
amino acid sequence of the polypeptide are knoWn, the 
production of labeled single or double-stranded DNA or 
RNA probe sequences duplicating a sequence putatively 
present in the target cDNA may be employed in DNA/DNA 
hybridiZation procedures Which are carried out on cloned 
copies of the cDNA Which have been denatured into a 
single-stranded form (Jay, et al., Nucl. Acid Res., 11:2325, 
1983). 
[0049] A cDNA expression library, such as lambda gt11, 
can be screened indirectly for GDF-11 peptides having at 
least one epitope, using antibodies speci?c for GDF-11. 
Such antibodies can be either polyclonally or monoclonally 
derived and used to detect expression product indicative of 
the presence of GDF-11 cDNA. 

[0050] DNA sequences encoding GDF-11 can be 
expressed in vitro by DNA transfer into a suitable host cell. 
“Host cells” are cells in Which a vector can be propagated 
and its DNA expressed. The term also includes any progeny 
of the subject host cell. It is understood that all progeny may 
not be identical to the parental cell since there may be 
mutations that occur during replication. HoWever, such 
progeny are included When the term “host cell” is used. 
Methods of stable transfer, meaning that the foreign DNA is 
continuously maintained in the host, are knoWn in the art. 

[0051] In the present invention, the GDF-11 polynucle 
otide sequences may be inserted into a recombinant expres 
sion vector. The term “recombinant expression vector” 
refers to a plasmid, virus or other vehicle knoWn in the art 
that has been manipulated by insertion or incorporation of 
the GDF-11 genetic sequences. Such expression vectors 
contain a promoter sequence Which facilitates the ef?cient 
transcription of the inserted genetic sequence of the host. 
The expression vector typically contains an origin of repli 
cation, a promoter, as Well as speci?c genes Which alloW 












































