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(57) ABSTRACT 

A dishwasher basket assembly includes a basket and a 
handle selectively positionable betWeen a ?rst position 
approximately centered relative to the basket and a second 
position allowing substantially unobstructed access to the 
basket for loading and unloading of basket contents. The 
handle includes a peg con?gured to be received in a bracket 
on the side Walls of the basket. Aprojection on a peg outer 
surface engages and disengages detents on an attachment 
bracket croWn surface as the handle is moved betWeen the 
?rst and second positions. 
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DISHWASHER SILVERWARE BASKET WITH 
SWIVEL HANDLE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] This invention relates generally to basket assem 
blies, and, more particularly, to silverWare basket assemblies 
for use in automatic Washing machines. 

[0002] Conventional dishWashing machines include a 
Washing chamber in Which upper and loWer dishWare racks 
are slidably mounted. Each rack is typically supported on 
side Walls of the dishWasher and includes rollers for sliding 
movement betWeen an extended position Wherein the rack is 
substantially outside of the Washing chamber and a retracted 
position Wherein the rack is substantially inside the Washing 
chamber. As dishWare items are loaded and unloaded, the 
racks are moved to their extended positions for substantially 
unobstructed loading of items. The racks are lattice struc 
tures adapted for holding dishes, plates, cups, pots, pans and 
other dishWare, cookWare, and food storage containers While 
permitting Water spray action for cleaning items in the racks. 
As at least some items, such as silverWare, ?atWare, and 
cooking utensils, are too small for the racks to accommo 
date, a silverWare basket containing one or more compart 
ments is typically attached to one of the racks to hold smaller 
items Within the Washing chamber. 

[0003] It is convenient for users to remove the silverWare 
basket from a rack to load and unload silverWare and smaller 
items to and from the dishWasher. Thus, at least one type of 
knoWn silverware basket includes a handle to facilitate 
lifting of the silverWare basket from the dishWasher rack and 
carrying the basket, for example, to a sink Where items may 
be loaded into the basket, or to a draWer Where items may 
be unloaded from the basket. HoWever, knoWn silverWare 
basket handles tend to obstruct the basket during loading and 
unloading of silverWare and small items. Loading and 
unloading silverWare and smaller items in a restricted clear 
ance around the handles is aWkWard and frustrating. 

[0004] Accordingly, it Would be desirable to provide a 
silverWare basket assembly With a study handle that facili 
tates transport of the basket While alloWing unobstructed 
loading and unloading of the basket. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0005] In an exemplary embodiment of the invention, a 
silverWare basket assembly for a dishWashing machine 
includes a basket de?ning at least one compartment for 
receiving silverWare, and a handle attached to the basket that 
is selectively positionable betWeen a ?rst position and a 
second position. In the ?rst position, the handle is directly 
overhead the basket compartment for ease of carrying the 
basket, and in the second position the handle is pivoted 
relative to the basket to a sideWard position alloWing sub 
stantially unobstructed access to the silverWare basket com 
partment. 

[0006] More speci?cally, the basket comprises at least one 
handle bracket for attaching the handle, and the handle is 
con?gured for engaging the handle bracket and maintaining 
the handle in either the ?rst position or the second position. 
The bracket includes a croWn surface, and the handle 
includes a peg for insertion into the croWn surface. The peg 
and croWn have substantially complementary outer surfaces, 
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except that the croWn includes ?rst and second detents that 
engage a projection on the peg outer surface to engage the 
handle peg and the croWn into one of the ?rst or second 
positions. The detents in the handle bracket croWn prevent 
unintentional movement of the handle betWeen the ?rst and 
second positions, and provide a sturdy feel to the user in 
either position. The handle extends substantially parallel to 
a longitudinal axis of the basket, and includes contoured 
?nger grips for easy gripping and handling by a user. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0007] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a silverWare basket 
assembly including a handle; 

[0008] FIG. 2 is a front elevational vieW of the handle 
shoWn in FIG. 1; 

[0009] FIG. 3 is a side elevational vieW of the handle 
shoWn in FIG. 1; 

[0010] FIG. 4 is a cross sectional vieW of the handle 
shoWn in FIG. 1 along line 4-4 of FIG. 2; 

[0011] FIG. 5 is a perspective vieW of a portion of the 
basket assembly shoWn in FIG. 1; 

[0012] FIG. 6 is a side elevational vieW of the basket 
shoWn in FIG. 5; 

[0013] 
and 

[0014] FIG. 8 is a perspective vieW of a portion of the 
assembly shoWn in FIG. 1 With the handle shoWn in 
different positions. 

FIG. 7 is an enlarged vieW of a portion of FIG. 6; 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0015] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of an exemplary 
silverWare basket assembly 10 including a middle basket 12, 
tWo side baskets 14 located on either side of middle basket 
12 and a contoured handle 16 extending a length of middle 
basket 12 for carrying basket assembly 10. Each of middle 
basket 12 and side baskets 14 includes a plurality of com 
partments 18 formed by dividers 20 for placement of sil 
verWare, ?atWare, utensils and other knoWn dishWasher 
items that are too small to be accommodated by conven 
tional dishWasher racks. Each of baskets 12, 14 is fabricated 
from materials and techniques knoWn in the art to form a 
lattice structure or frameWork therein that permits Water 
spray action cleaning of items in baskets 10, 12, respec 
tively. Side baskets 14 include lids 22 to ensure that light 
Weight items are maintained Within side baskets 14 during 
operation of a dishWasher (not shoWn) When lids 22 are 
closed. Side baskets 14 on either side of middle basket 12 
together facilitate a balancing of a load With respect to 
handle 16, but it is contemplated that the bene?ts of the 
invention accrue to basket assemblies having more or less 
than tWo side baskets 14, as Well as to single basket 
assemblies including only one basket, such as middle basket 
12. 

[0016] FIG. 2 is a front elevational vieW of handle 16 
including a gripper portion 30 extending betWeen tWo 
attachment portions 32 depending from gripper portion 30. 
Gripper portion 30 includes a plurality of contoured ?nger 
grips 34 approximately centered therein and is slightly 
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bowed outwardly. Attachment portions 32 extend substan 
tially perpendicular from gripper portion 30 at either end of 
gripper portion 30, and include outwardly extending pegs 38 
located a distance D1 above an end 40 of attachment portions 
32. 

[0017] FIG. 3 is a side elevational vieW of handle 16 
including contoured U-shape or channel shaped gripper 
portion 30 extending above attachment portion 32. U-shaped 
or channel-shaped contour of handle 16 extends partially 
from gripper portion 30 to attachment portion end 40, and 
transitions to a ?at rectangular section 50 for a remainder of 
attachment portion 32. Peg 38 extends distance D1 above 
attachment portion end 40 and includes a substantially ?at 
loWer surface 52 substantially parallel to attachment portion 
end 40 and a contoured upper surface 54 extending there 
from. 

[0018] FIG. 4 is a cross sectional vieW of handle peg 38 
illustrating substantially circular upper surface 54 including 
a projection 60 approximately centered therein. Projection 
60 has a rounded surface 62 extending above peg upper 
surface 54 to facilitate positioning of handle 16 (shoWn in 
FIGS. 1-3) relative to basket assembly 10 (shoWn in FIG. 1), 
as further described beloW. 

[0019] FIG. 5 is a perspective vieW of middle basket 12 
(also shoWn in FIG. 1) including a front Wall 70, a back Wall 
72, and opposite side Walls 74 joined to one another With 
rounded corners 76. Back Wall 72 is substantially parallel to 
front Wall 70 and to a longitudinal axis 78 and includes an 
attachment member 80 for attachment to a dishWasher rack 
(not shoWn). Side Walls 74 are substantially parallel to one 
another, substantially perpendicular to front and back Walls 
70, 72, and extend a shorter length than front and back Walls 
70, 72. Thus, middle basket 12 is substantially rectangular 
and de?nes a compartment 82 subdivided by dividers 20. 
Each side Wall 74 contains a plurality of attachment ?ngers 
84 including ?at portion 86 and round portions 88 for 
detachable engagement With apertures or slots (not shoWn in 
FIG. 5) of side baskets 14 (shoWn in FIG. 1). Side Walls 74 
also include a handle bracket 90 approximately centered on 
an upper rim 92 of side Walls 74. 

[0020] FIG. 6 is a side elevational vieW of middle basket 
12 illustrating attachment member 80 depending outWardly 
and doWnWardly from basket top edge 100 and back Wall 72 
for detachable engagement With a dishWasher rack (not 
shoWn). Handle bracket 90 depends doWnWardly from side 
Wall upper rim 92 above attachment ?ngers 84. Handle 
bracket 90 includes a substantially ?at outer surface 102 and 
an inner croWn surface 104. 

[0021] FIG. 7 is an enlarged vieW of attachment bracket 
90 including curved inner croWn surface 104 and a ?rst 
detent 106 approximately centered therein. A second detent 
108 and a third detent 110 are slightly offset from and 
laterally ?ank ?rst detent 106. CroWn surface 104 is sub 
stantially circular betWeen detents 106, 108, 110 and loWer 
gripping teeth 112 of a different curvature than croWn 
surface 104. In operation, handle pegs 38 (shoWn in FIGS. 
2-4) are inserted into handle bracket croWn surfaces 104 for 
snap-?t engagement With attachment bracket gripping teeth 
112. Peg upper surface projection 60 (shoWn in FIG. 4) is 
engaged With one of detents 106, 108, 110, such as ?rst 
detent 108. Because peg upper surface 54 and croWn surface 
104 are generally complementary to one another, peg 38 
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may be rotated relative to croWn surface 104 by rotation of 
handle 16 about middle brackets 90, thereby moving peg 
projection betWeen detents 106, 108, 110. It is contemplated 
that other shapes and combinations of peg outer surface 
shapes, peg projection shapes, and detent shapes could be 
used in alternative embodiments Within the scope of the 
invention. 

[0022] FIG. 8 is a perspective vieW of a portion of basket 
assembly 10 (shoWn in FIG. 1) With handle 16 illustrated in 
a ?rst position in solid lines, and in a second position in 
phantom lines. When in the ?rst position, peg projection 60 
(shoWn in FIG. 4) is engaged With croWn surface ?rst detent 
106 (shoWn in FIG. 7) and handle 16 is approximately 
centered With respect to basket compartment 82 along 
longitudinal axis 78 for easy lifting by a user With one hand 
about handle gripper portion ?nger grips 34. In the second 
position, peg projection 60 (shoWn in FIG. 4) is engaged 
With croWn surface second or third detent, 108, 110, respec 
tively, so that handle 16 is pivoted about handle brackets 90 
and handle gripper portion 30 is generally positioned later 
ally of middle basket longitudinal axis 78 toWard basket 
front and back Walls 70, 72, respectively. Thus the second 
position alloWs substantially unobstructed access to basket 
compartment 82. Second and third croWn surface detents 
108, 110 alloW “left” and “right” second positions so that 
middle basket 12 may be mounted to a dishWasher rack (not 
shoWn) using attachment member 80 to accommodate left 
and right handed users of dishWashers. 

[0023] When attached to a dishWasher rack, handle 16 is 
placed in the second position substantially adjacent a side 
Wall (not shoWn) of a Washing chamber (not shoWn). When 
gripper portion 30 of handle 16 is lifted, a Weight of basket 
assembly 10 and its contents causes handle 16 to shift to the 
?rst position. When basket assembly 10 is carried to its 
destination, handle 16 is manually moved to either the ?rst 
or second position by the user for unobstructed unloading of 
basket contents. 

[0024] Thus, a sturdy, easy to use silverWare basket 
assembly 10 is provided With a handle that facilitates 
unobstructed loading and unloading of basket contents. 

[0025] While the invention has been described in terms of 
various speci?c embodiments, those skilled in the art Will 
recogniZe that the invention can be practiced With modi? 
cation Within the spirit and scope of the claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A basket assembly for a dishWashing machine com 

prising: 

a basket de?ning at least one compartment; and 

a handle attached to said basket, said handle selectively 
positionable betWeen a ?rst position and a second 
position, one of said ?rst and second positions alloWing 
substantially unobstructed access to said compartment. 

2. Abasket assembly in accordance With claim 1 Wherein 
said basket comprises at least one handle bracket, said 
handle attached to said bracket, said bracket con?gured for 
maintaining said handle in said ?rst position and said second 
position. 

3. Abasket assembly in accordance With claim 2 Wherein 
said basket comprises a longitudinal axis, said handle 
extending substantially parallel to said longitudinal axis. 
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4. Abasket assembly in accordance With claim 2 wherein 
said handle is contoured to form ?nger grips therein. 

5. Abasket assembly in accordance With claim 2 Wherein 
said bracket comprises a croWn, said handle comprising a 
peg for insertion into said croWn, one of said peg and said 
croWn including a ?rst detent and a second detent therein, 
the other of said peg and said croWn comprising a projection 
for engagement With said ?rst detent and said second detent. 

6. Abasket assembly in accordance With claim 5 Wherein 
said handle includes a gripper portion and an attachment 
portion extending therefrom, said peg extending from said 
attachment portion. 

7. Abasket assembly in accordance With claim 5 Wherein 
said croWn is substantially round. 

8. Abasket assembly in accordance With claim 5 Wherein 
said detent is substantially round. 

9. Abasket assembly in accordance With claim 5 Wherein 
said handle is channel-shaped in cross section. 

10. A basket assembly for a dishWashing machine com 
prising: 

a substantially rectangular basket comprising ?rst and 
second lateral side Walls having a ?rst length and ?rst 
and second longitudinal side Walls having a second 
length, said second length greater than said ?rst length, 

a handle attached to said lateral side Walls and comprising 
a contoured gripper portion therebetWeen, said handle 
selectively positionable betWeen a ?rst position and a 
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second position, one of said ?rst and second positions 
alloWing substantially unobstructed access to said com 
partment. 

11. Abasket assembly in accordance With claim 5 Wherein 
said gripper portion is U-shaped in cross section. 

12. A basket assembly in accordance With claim 10 
Wherein said basket further comprises a handle bracket 
attached to each of said lateral side Walls, said handle 
attached to said bracket, said bracket con?gured for main 
taining said handle in said ?rst position and said second 
position. 

13. A basket assembly in accordance With claim 11 
Wherein said handle comprises opposite attachment portions 
extending from said gripper portion, each of said attachment 
portions comprising a peg con?gured to be received by said 
handle brackets. 

14. A basket assembly in accordance With claim 13 
Wherein each of said brackets comprises a croWn, one of said 
pegs and said croWns including a ?rst detent and a second 
detent therein, the other of said pegs and said croWns 
comprising a projection for engagement With said ?rst detent 
and said second detent. 

15. A basket assembly in accordance With claim 14 
Wherein said croWn is substantially round. 

16. A basket assembly in accordance With claim 14 
Wherein said detent is substantially round. 

* * * * * 


