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FISHING LINE FLOAT 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] This invention relates to a ?oat device, and more 
speci?cally concerns a ?shing line ?oat Which permits a 
positive attachment to a ?shing line and provides ease of 
attachment of the ?oat to the line. 

[0003] 2. Description of the Related Art including infor 
mation disclosed under 37 CFR Secs. 1.97-1.99. 

[0004] Fishing ?oats, bobbers and similar structures and 
devices that are attachable to ?shing lines have been knoWn 
for many years. Earlier designs Were simple ?oating struc 
tures to Which a line could be tethered, such as cork ?oats. 
Later came the development of the slip-type ?oat in Which 
the ?shing line Was threaded through a permanent opening 
in a buoyant body, Which alloWed the line to slip With respect 
to the buoyant body in a desired manner. Because of certain 
limitations in these slip-type ?oats, efforts Were made to 
improve upon the earlier models, to add greater versatility, 
and to provide easier, and simpler Ways to attach a ?shing 
line to a slip-type ?oating device, and to remove it therefrom 
as required. To this end, ?oating devices such as patented by 
Rayburn in 1983 (US. Pat. No. 4,418,492) Were devised. 
While such prior efforts represented an improvement over 
the earlier designs, there nevertheless remains a need for 
set-type ?oating devices that are simple in design yet highly 
effective, reliable and easy to use. 

[0005] Slip-type ?oats are generally formed of a ?oat body 
With a central bore or passage. In such cases, the ?shing line 
is ?rst threaded through the ?oat body and, thereafter, one or 
more hooks and a sinker are applied to the end of the line. 
During use, such a ?oat is able to slide along the ?shing line 
until abutting a loop knot, With segment of rubber band or 
soft string, obstruction, or the like in the line Which acts as 
a stop past Which the ?oat Will not pass. When the ?oat 
requires removal, the line is usually cut at a point above the 
usual tackle and a rethreading of a neW ?oat made on the 
line. This Wastes time and ?shing line. 

[0006] In some cases, small plastic ?oats have been 
threaded onto ?shing lines to act as slip ?oats, as by Wise in 
1976 (US. Pat. No. 3,991,506). HoWever, should dirt, grit or 
beads of Water become entrained Within the ?oats, the ?oats 
may become jammed on the ?shing line. Hence, a ?shing 
hook may become located to a shalloWer depth than 
intended. 

[0007] It has been found that When a ?shing line has been 
provided With a slip-type of ?oat, one or more hooks, and a 
sinker, sliding of the ?oat backWards on the line during ?ight 
impedes accurate casting. 

[0008] It is knoWn to construct ?oats that can be removed 
from a line from time to time. For example, a ?oat can be 
made of tWo parts that are hinged together so as to sandWich 
a ?shing line therebetWeen When closed. In this case, use has 
been made of inter?tting ribs at the ends of the tWo parts of 
the ?oat in order to clamp the ?shing line to the ?oat. In 
other cases, the ?oats have been made of tWo pieces that can 
dovetail together in a slide ?t relation so as to clamp onto a 
?shing line. In 1986 DmytriW patent such a device (US. Pat. 
No. 4,616,441) having tWo body members as shells With slits 
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provided for a ?shing line. In 1995 Gibney (US. Pat. No. 
5,377,444) patented a ?oat having the line pass longitudi 
nally through a body slot in the outer surface of the body and 
having a rod and disk assembly that rotate to lock the line in 
place. 

[0009] Standard ?oats are all subject to the problem that 
When the ?shing line is reeled in the ?oat contacts the rod 
tip. This results in the ?oat being moved from its desired 
position on the line. 

[0010] The present invention alloWs the ?oat to be used as 
a ?oat or sinker. Filling the ?oat With Water causes it to 
become a sinker Without removing the ?oat from the ?shing 
line. The standard ?oat requires a ?sherman to feed his line 
through the center of the ?oat and place tWo split shots on 
each side of the ?oat so that the ?oat Will not slide up or 
doWn the line. Then the hook is attached to the end of the 
?shing line. The entire process takes an average ?sherman 
15 to 20 minutes under ideal Weather conditions. The present 
invention alloWs a standard snap-type sWivel to be hooked 
directly to the ?oat. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0011] The apparatus of the instant invention is a ?oat for 
?shing that alloWs for quick, easy and secure attachment of 
the leader and hook to the ?shing ?oat and of the ?shing line 
to the ?oat. The ?shing ?oat comprises a holloW body, tWo 
apertures, having different diameters, on opposite sides of 
the holloW body, forming a small diameter aperture and a 
large diameter aperture, a tapered pin having a large diam 
eter end and a small diameter end passing thorough said 
apertures in said holloW body Wherein the large diameter end 
of the pin engages and ?lls the large diameter aperture and 
the small diameter end of the pin engages and ?lls the small 
diameter aperture When the tapered pin is in its closed 
position, one loop on the small diameter end of the tapered 
pin for attaching to a ?shing line. 

[0012] The loop on the small diameter end of the tapered 
pin has a smaller diameter than the small diameter aperture 
in the holloW body. The loop is attached to the ?shing line 
by means of a hook that is attached to the ?shing line. The 
tapered pin has a diametral stop Which is larger in diameter 
than the large diameter aperture in the holloW body Which 
alloWs the pin to be partially WithdraWn so the holloW body 
may be ?lled With a Weight, such as Water or metal shot, 
While the pin is retained in the holloW body. 

[0013] The tWo loops are on each opposing end of the 
tapered pin, for attachment to a ?shing line. The tapered pin 
is a holloW tube, a Wire With loops on each end, for 
attachment to a ?shing line, passes through the length of the 
tapered pin. The loop may be an integral part of the tapered 
pin or it may be a loop on the small diameter end of the 
tapered pin, Where it has a smaller diameter than the small 
diameter aperture in the holloW body. 

[0014] The holloW body has tWo apertures of different 
diameters, each aperture being on opposite sides of the 
holloW body, forming a small diameter aperture and a large 
diameter aperture, a tapered pin having a diametral stop 
Which is larger in diameter than the large diameter aperture 
in the holloW body and alloWs the tapered pin to be With 
draWn partially from the holloW body so that the holloW 
body may be ?lled With a Weight While the pin is retained in 
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the hollow body, loops on each end of the tapered pin, the 
loop on the small diameter end of the tapered pin is smaller 
in diameter than the small diameter aperture in the holloW 
body. 

[0015] A method of using the ?shing bobber Where the 
line is fastened to at least one loop on an end of a tapered pin, 
Which passes along the length of a holloW body, WithdraW 
ing the tapered pin and partially ?lling the holloW body With 
a Weight, such as Water or metal shot, pushing the tapered 
pin ?rmly into the holloW body thereby sealing the holloW 
body from Water leakage. This includes fastening the line to 
the loop With a snap hook. 

[0016] The advantage of the instant invention of prior art 
is that the ?shing bobber can be quickly and securely 
fastened and removed from the ?shing line and the leader 
and hook assembly. The ?sherman can control the Weight of 
the bobber and the depth at Which the bobber ?oats in the 
Water during ?shing. Prior inventions require the ?sherman 
to carefully thread the nearly invisible line through a long 
and narroW passage through the center of the ?shing bobber. 
Then the ?sherman must secure the bobber in place on the 
line by attaching separate retaining means, such as split shot 
placed on the ?shing line. The instant invention avoids all of 
this additional complexity. 

OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION 

[0017] It is the object of the invention to be able to 
securely attach a hook to a ?shing line ?oat at a submerged 
point beloW the surface of the Water for ?shing purposes. 

[0018] It is the object of the invention to provide a ?shing 
line ?oat that can be readily attached to or removed from a 
?shing line. 

[0019] It is another object of the invention to provide a 
?shing ?oat With a means of quickly attaching or detaching 
the hook from the ?oat. 

[0020] It is another object of the invention to provide a 
?shing ?oat With a means of quickly attaching or detaching 
the ?shing line from the ?oat. 

[0021] It is an object of the invention to provide a ?shing 
?oat With a means of reliable attachment to the ?shing line 
and that alloWs the ?oat to be easily ?lled With a Weight so 
as to be control the Weight for casting and the depth to Which 
the ?oat sinks. 

[0022] Other objects, advantages and novel features of the 
present invention Will become apparent from the folloWing 
detailed description of the invention When considered in 
conjunction With the accompanying draWing. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0023] FIG. 1 illustrates a perspective vieW of the ?shing 
?oat assembly. 

[0024] FIG. 2 illustrates a side vieW of the ?shing ?oat 
shoWing the tapered pin With loops formed on each end of 
the tapered pin. 

[0025] FIG. 3 illustrates a top vieW of the ?shing ?oat. 

[0026] FIG. 4 illustrates a left end vieW of the ?shing ?oat 
shoWing the large diameter end of the tapered tube. 
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[0027] FIG. 5 illustrates a right end vieW of the ?shing 
?oat shoWing the small diameter end of the tapered tube. 

[0028] FIG. 6 illustrates a longitudinal sectional vieW 
through the ?shing ?oat shoWing the tapered tube and 
diametral stop. 

[0029] 
[0030] FIG. 8 illustrates the large diameter loop in a Wire 
made by use of a ferrule. 

FIG. 7 illustrates the large diameter loop in a Wire. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

[0031] FIGS. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 provide vieWs of a preferred 
embodiment of the ?shing ?oat, generally designated 2, 
comprising holloW body 4, Which is generally made of 
transparent plastic, large diameter tapered aperture 6, small 
diameter tapered aperture 8, tapered pin 10 Which in a 
preferred embodiment has tapered bore 12 running longitu 
dinally the entire length of tapered pin 10. The diameter of 
large diameter aperture 6 and the diameter of small diameter 
aperture 8 are approximately equal to the diameter of 
tapered pin 10 at their contact area, When the pin is fully 
engaged in body 4, thus assuring a snug ?t of pin 10 in body 
4. 

[0032] Wire 14 passes through tapered pin 10 in tapered 
bore 12. Large diameter loop 16 and small diameter loop 18 
are formed in the ends of the Wire, such that loop 16 is 
formed on the end nearest large diameter aperture 6, and 
small diameter loop 18 is formed on the end nearest small 
diameter aperture 8. 

[0033] An important feature of the invention is that the 
outer diameter of small diameter loop 18 is less than the 
diameter of aperture 8, thus assuring that pin 10 can be 
moved longitudinally in the direction of large diameter 
aperture 6 so as to place loop 18 inside body 4. As pin 10 is 
moved toWard aperture 6, diametral stop 20, shoWn in cross 
section in FIG. 6, strikes body 4 near large diameter aperture 
6, retaining pin 10 in body 4. The outside diameter of 
diametral stop 20 is larger than the internal diameter of large 
aperture 6. 

[0034] When pin 10 has been moved toWard aperture 6 so 
as to remove pin 10 from small diameter aperture 8, Weight 
such as Water or metal shot, preferably lead shot, can readily 
be placed inside body 4 so as to modify its casting charac 
teristics or depth of ?oat during ?shing. 

[0035] Small diameter loop 18 may be attached directly to 
both the ?shing line and leader With hook line by using a 
conventional snap hook (not shoWn). The ?shing line may 
be attached to one loop and the leader line With ?shing hook 
may be attached to the opposing hook. 

[0036] FIGS. 7 and 8 present alternative methods by 
Which the loops may be formed, Wire Wrap 24 forming loop 
22 and ferrule 28 forming loop 26 by alternative methods of 
forming a secure loop in Wire 14. 

[0037] In an alternative embodiment (not shoWn), pin 10 
is integrally attached to loop 16 and loop 18 such that Wire 
14 is not present. Loops 16 and 18 must be very strong and 
must be very securely bonded to pin 10 so as to assure that 
they do not fail during the casting and ?shing operation for 
Which the instant invention is intended. 
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[0038] Obviously, many modi?cations and variations of 
the present invention are possible in light of the above 
teachings. It is therefore to be understood that, Within the 
scope of the appended claims, the invention may be prac 
ticed otherWise than as speci?cally described. 

What is Claimed Is: 
1. A ?shing ?oat comprising: 

a holloW body, 

tWo apertures, having different diameters, on opposite 
sides of the holloW body, forming a small diameter 
aperture and a large diameter aperture, 

tapered pin having a large diameter end and a small 
diameter end passing thorough said apertures in said 
holloW body Wherein the large diameter end of the pin 
engages and ?lls the large diameter aperture and the 
small diameter end of the pin engages and ?lls the small 
diameter aperture When the tapered pin is in its closed 
position, 

a loop on the small diameter end of said tapered pin for 
attaching to a ?shing line. 

2. A ?shing ?oat as in claim 1 Wherein: 

said loop on the small diameter end of said tapered pin has 
a smaller diameter than the small diameter aperture in 
the holloW body, alloWing said tapered pin to be moved 
toWard large diameter aperture until said small diam 
eter aperture is completely free of said tapered pin. 

3. A ?shing ?oat as in claim 1 Wherein: 

said tapered pin has a diametral stop Which is larger in 
diameter than the large diameter aperture in said holloW 
body Which alloWs said pin to be retained Within said 
holloW body as said tapered pin is moved toWard said 
large diameter hole so the holloW body may be ?lled by 
placing Weight through the small diameter aperture 
While the pin is retained in said holloW body. 

4. A ?shing ?oat as in claim 3 Wherein: 

said loop on the small diameter end of said tapered pin has 
a smaller diameter than the small diameter aperture in 
the holloW body. 

5. A ?shing ?oat as in claim 3 Wherein: 

tWo loops, one on each opposing end of the tapered pin, 
for attachment to a ?shing line. 

6. A ?shing ?oat as in claim 3 Wherein: 

said tapered pin is a holloW tube, 

a Wire With loops on each end, for attachment to a ?shing 
line, passes through the length of the holloW tube. 

7. A ?shing ?oat as in claim 3 Wherein: 

the loop is an integral part of said tapered pin. 
8. A ?shing ?oat as in claim 7 Wherein: 

said loop on the small diameter end of said tapered pin has 
a smaller diameter than the small diameter aperture in 
the holloW body. 
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9. A ?shing ?oat as in claim 1 Wherein: 

tWo loops, one on each opposing end of the tapered pin, 
for attachment to a ?shing line. 

10. A ?shing ?oat as in claim 1 Wherein: 

said tapered pin is a holloW tube, 

a Wire With loops on each end, for attachment to a ?shing 
line, passes through the length of the holloW tube. 

11. A ?shing ?oat as in claim 1 Wherein: 

the loop is an integral part of said tapered pin. 
12. A ?shing ?oat as in claim 11 Wherein: 

said loop on the small diameter end of said tapered pin has 
a smaller diameter than the small diameter aperture in 
the holloW body. 

13. A ?shing ?oat comprising: 

a holloW body having tWo apertures of different diam 
eters, each aperture being on opposite sides of the 
holloW body, forming a small diameter aperture and a 
large diameter aperture, 

a tapered pin having a diametral stop Which is larger in 
diameter than the large diameter aperture in said holloW 
body and alloWs said tapered pin to be WithdraWn 
partially from the holloW body so that the holloW body 
may be ?lled With Weight through the small diameter 
aperture While the pin is retained in said holloW body, 

loops on each end of said tapered pin, 

the loop on the small diameter end of said tapered pin is 
smaller in diameter than the small diameter aperture in 
said holloW body. 

14. A method of Weighting a ?shing bobber comprising: 

moving a tapered pin having a loop on the small diameter 
end of said tapered pin, Where the outer diameter of 
said loop is smaller than the small diameter aperture in 
a holloW body through Which said tapered pin passes, 
in a ?rst direction longitudinally along the long aXis of 
the pin from the small diameter aperture in a holloW 
body toWard a large diameter aperture on the opposite 
side of said holloW body, 

adding Weight inside said holloW body by placing said 
Weight through said small diameter aperture, 

moving said tapered pin in an opposite second direction 
into said holloW body, thereby sealing the holloW body 
from Water leakage. 

15. A method of using a ?shing bobber as in claim 14, 
comprising: 

stopping total removal of the tapered pin by having a 
diametral stop on said pin Where the outer diameter of 
said stop is larger than the diameter of a large diameter 
aperture in said holloW body. 

* * * * * 


