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(57) ABSTRACT 

A ?exible package for dispensing ?uid or semi-?uid items. 
The package includes a top proximal portion and a bottom 
distal portion. Aleash is de?ned Within a side edge panel and 
extends from the proximal portion to the distal portion. A 
user tears the top proximal portion at a tear notch adjacent 
the proximal portion and then tears the top portion doWn 
along the leash in order to keep the top portion coupled to 
the package and alloWing for removal of the package’s 
contents. 
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FLEXIBLE DISPENSING PACKAGE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention relates to a ?exible dispens 
ing package, and more particularly, to a ?exible dispensing 
package that includes a leash for keeping a top of the 
package coupled to the package itself after the top of the 
package has been torn aWay from the package. 

[0003] 2. Description of the Prior Art 

[0004] It has long been customary to utiliZe various types 
of ?exible sheet material packages for protectively packag 
ing commodities of any types. The use of such ?exible 
packages for liquids, gels, condiments, etc. is presently 
limited. Although these items may be neatly packaged in 
such ?exible containers, dif?culties are encountered With 
regard to proper disposal of torn off tops for the packages as 
Well as the packages themselves. 

[0005] For example, energy gels are currently a popular 
product that is used predominantly by serious endurance 
athletes during long races or training sessions. Such energy 
gels generally contain a large amount of carbohydrate-based 
calories packaged Within a small package. HoWever, such 
gel packets have historically had a similar design in that 
When opening the package, the torn-off top becomes tricky 
and time consuming to deal With. Unfortunately, many of 
tops end up being throWn onto trails or roads since athletes 
don’t have enough hands to deal With the trash generated by 
the packages and the torn-off package tops. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] The present invention provides a package that 
includes a tear notch near the proximal end and a leash 
de?ned Within an edge panel of the package, the edge panel 
extending from the proximal end of the package to the distal 
end of the package and being located on the side of the 
package opposite the tear notch. When one tears the package 
at the tear notch, a portion of the package tears at the 
proximal end of the package. This portion of the package 
remains coupled to the package by the leash. Accordingly, 
the package may be opened but still may be kept as a 
one-piece item, thus helping to avoid improper disposal of 
pieces of the package upon opening of the package. 

[0007] In accordance With one aspect of the present inven 
tion, the leash is de?ned by a cut Within the edge panel that 
extends from a proximal end portion of the package to a 
distal end portion of the package. 

[0008] In accordance With another aspect of the present 
invention, the leash is de?ned by a perforation de?ned 
Within the edge panel and extends to a stop de?ned Within 
the edge panel. Thus, the user may tear the package at the 
tear notch and then continue to tear the package along the 
perforation in order to move the tom-off piece of the package 
aWay from the opening of the package so as not to interfere 
With dispensing of the contents of the package. 

[0009] In accordance With yet another aspect of the 
present invention, the stop comprises a Weld. 

[0010] In accordance With a further aspect of the present 
invention, the stop comprises an opening de?ned Within the 
edge panel. 
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[0011] In accordance With yet another aspect of the present 
invention, the package comprises a ?exible material. 

[0012] In accordance With a further aspect of the present 
invention, the ?exible material comprises a foil. 

[0013] Other features and advantages of the present inven 
tion Will be understood upon reading and understanding the 
detailed description of the preferred exemplary embodi 
ments, found herein beloW, in conjunction With reference to 
the draWings, in Which like numerals represent like ele 
ments. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0014] FIG. 1 is a schematic elevational vieW of a package 
in accordance With the present invention; 

[0015] FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of the package illus 
trated in FIG. 1 With a top of the package torn off; 

[0016] FIG. 3 is a schematic elevational vieW of an 
alternative embodiment of a package in accordance With the 
present invention; and 

[0017] FIG. 4 is a schematic elevational vieW of an 
alternative embodiment of a package in accordance With the 
present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SPECIFIC 
EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENTS 

[0018] FIG. 1 illustrates a package 10. Package 10 
includes a body 11 de?ned by a top proximal portion 12 and 
a bottom distal portion 13, as Well as side edge panels 14 and 
15. The top and bottom portions along With the side edge 
panels de?ne a compartment 16 for holding the packages’ 
contents. 

[0019] Side edge panel 15 preferably includes a WindoW 
20 de?ned therein that is adjacent top proximal portion 12. 
Adjacent WindoW 20 is a perforation 21. Perforation 21 
extends from the WindoW to stop 22. 

[0020] Side edge panel 15 preferably includes a WindoW 
20 de?ned therein that is adjacent top proximal portion 12. 
Adjacent WindoW 20 is a perforation 21. Perforation 21 
preferably extends from the WindoW to stop 22. Stop 22 may 
consist of a Weld (as illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2) or a gap 
(as illustrated in FIG. 3). The perforation may simply end if 
desired. 

[0021] Alternatively, as illustrated in FIG. 4, the perfora 
tion may be replaced With a direct cut. Thus, the litter leash 
is de?ned by the WindoW and the direct cut and extends from 
proximal end portion 12 to distal end portion 13. Those 
skilled in the art Will realiZe that the WindoW may be 
replaced With a simple direct cut if it is so desired. A stop 
may or may not be provided as desired. 

[0022] Side panel 14 includes a tear notch 23 de?ned 
therein. The tear notch is adjacent the top proximal portion 
of the package and is opposite the WindoW. 

[0023] In order to remove the contents from the package, 
one tears at the package at tear notch 23 tearing across the 
top portion of compartment 16 until WindoW 20 is reached. 
The package is noW open and the contents may be removed. 
HoWever, a leash 24 is provided in order to move the torn top 
proximal portion out of the user’s Way. Thus, the torn 
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proximal top portion is pulled doWn so that perforation 21 
tears until stop 22 is reached. Accordingly, the torn proximal 
top portion is noW out of the user’s Way but is still connected 
to the package, With leash 24, thereby aiding in undesirable 
disposal of the top proximal portion. 

[0024] Package 10 is preferably for liquid or semi-liquid 
items such as, for example, juices, gels, and condiments, 
such as, for example, catsup, mustard, mayonnaise, etc. 
Accordingly, the package is preferably manufactured from a 
foil in a manner knoWn in the art Wherein tWo pieces of foil 
are pressed together at the side edge panels and top edge 
panels to de?ne the compartment portion of the package. 
One piece of foil may also be used as is knoWn in the art. The 
single piece of foil is folded to de?ne the compartment 
portion of the package. 

[0025] The tear notch may be created by cutting or punch 
ing. LikeWise, the WindoW may also be created by cutting or 
punching Within the side panel. The perforation may be a 
Weakened area Within the side panel de?ned by punching or 
may also be a distinct cut line. 

[0026] Those skilled in the art Will understand that the 
WindoW may be replaced With a perforation such that 
perforation 21 extends from the top proximal portion of the 
package to the stop. Those skilled in the art Will also realiZe 
that packages that currently exist made from foil generally 
tear easily along straight lines and thus, a perforation is 
generally not required from the tear notch to the WindoW. 

[0027] Although the invention has been described With 
reference to speci?c exemplary embodiments, it Will be 
appreciated that it is intended to cover all modi?cations and 
equivalents Within the scope of the appended claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A package comprising: 

a distal end and a proximal end; 

a tear notch adjacent the proximal end; 

a WindoW de?ned Within an edge panel of the package 
adjacent the proximal end; 

a stop Within the edge panel; and 

a perforation de?ned Within the edge panel, the perfora 
tion extending from the WindoW to the stop. 

2. Apackage in accordance With claim 1 Wherein the stop 
comprises a Weld. 
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3. Apackage in accordance With claim 1 Wherein the stop 
comprises an opening de?ned Within the edge panel. 

4. A package in accordance With claim 1 Wherein the 
package comprises a ?exible material. 

5. A package in accordance With claim 4 Wherein the 
?exible material comprises foil. 

6. A package comprising: 

a distal end and a proximal end; 

a tear notch adjacent the proximal end; and 

a partially removable leash de?ned Within an edge panel 
extending from the proximal end to the distal end, the 
edge panel being on a side of the package opposite the 
tear notch. 

7. Apackage in accordance With claim 6 Wherein the leash 
comprises a perforation de?ned Within the edge panel and 
extending to a stop de?ned Within the edge panel. 

8. Apackage in accordance With claim 7 Wherein the stop 
comprises a Weld. 

9. Apackage in accordance With claim 7 Wherein the stop 
comprises an opening de?ned Within the edge panel. 

10. A package in accordance With claim 6 Wherein the 
package comprises a ?exible material. 

11. A package in accordance With claim 10 Wherein the 
?exible material comprises foil. 

12. Amethod of opening a package, the method compris 
mg: 

tearing across the package at a tear notch de?ned adjacent 
a proximal end of the package, the tearing stopping at 
a leash de?ned Within an edge panel of the package 
opposite the tear notch; and 

tearing the leash along the edge panel until a stop de?ned 
Within the edge panel is reached. 

13. A package comprising: 

a distal end portion and a proximal end portion; 

a tear notch adjacent the proximal end portion; and 

a leash de?ned Within an edge panel extending from the 
proximal end portion to the distal end portion, the edge 
panel being on a side of the package opposite the tear 
notch and the leash being de?ned by a cut Within the 
edge panel. 


