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(57) ABSTRACT 

In a sample-and-hold circuit using a completely differential 
type operational ampli?er circuit, to promote operational 
stability, to restrain a variation in a balance point of a middle 
value of differential output signals and to promote stability 
and accuracy of an A/D converter are achieved by a con 
stitution as belloW. There is provided a common phase 
feedback circuit 2, common phase feedback hold capacitors 
CF1 and CF2 of Which are connected to input terminals IN1 
and IN2 of a completely differential type operational ampli 
?er circuit 1, during a sample period, by Way of reset 
sWitches RS1 and RS2 connecting the input terminals IN1 
and IN2 and output terminals OUT1 and OUT2 of the 
completely differential type operational ampli?er circuit 1, 
the common phase feedback hold capacitors CF1 and CF2 
are charged to thereby determine a balance point of a middle 
value of differential output signals from the output terminals 
OUT1 and OUT2 and during a hold period, the balance point 
of the middle value of the differential output signals is 
maintained by electric charge charged to the common phase 
feedback hold capacitors CF1 and CF2 regardless of the 
differential output signals. 
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SAMPLE-AND-HOLD CIRCUIT AND A/D 
CONVERTER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention relates to a sarnple-and-hold 
circuit and an A/D (Analog to Digital) converter using the 
sarnple-and-hold circuit, particularly to a sarnple-and-hold 
circuit using a completely differential type operational 
arnpli?er circuit and an A/D converter using the sarnple 
and-hold circuit. 

[0003] 2. Description of the Related Art 

[0004] Currently, there is an A/D (Analog to Digital) 
converter using a sarnple-hold-circuit including a corn 
pletely differential type operational arnpli?er circuit. For 
example, the sarnple-hold-circuit is used in anA/D converter 
of a pipeline system. According to the A/D converter of the 
pipeline system, as shoWn by FIG. 4, sequential values are 
speci?ed by A/D conversion cells Sn through S1 for respec 
tive bits from MSB (Most Signi?cant Bit) to LSB (Least 
Signi?cant Bit) of n bits of PCM (Pulse Code Modulation) 
data. The A/D conversion cells Sk (k=n, n—1, n-2, . . . 1) of 
the respective bits are provided With latches lkl, . . . lkk_1, lkk 
for successively shifting values of respectively speci?ed bits 
and output values of the respective bits of MSB through LSB 
frorn latches at a ?nal stage 1 l . . , 111 of the A/D 
conversion cells of the respective bits. 

[0005] When the constitution of the respective A/D con 
version cell Sk is indicated by functional blocks, the respec 
tive A/D conversion cell Sk is constituted by a comparator 
CO, a subtractor d0 subtracting a voltage amount in corre 
spondence With a determination result of “1” or “0” of the 
comparator CO from an input and a sarnple-and-hold circuit 
sh0 for sampling output voltage of the subtractor d0 and 
outputting a double value thereof constituting 1 bit ADC 
(Analog to Digital Converter). At the comparator CO of an 
A/D conversion cell SD of 1st stage, predeterrnined reference 
voltage and input voltage are compared, When the input 
voltage is larger, MSB is set to be “1” and provided to a latch 
lnl, a voltage amount in correspondence With MSB“1” is 
subtracted from input voltage by the subtractor d0, the 
output of the subtractor d0 is doubled by the sarnple-and 
hold circuit sh and output voltage in correspondence With 
carrying the digit of the output of the subtractor d0 by 1 bit, 
is provided to an A/D conversion cell Sn_1 at a neXt stage. 
Sirnilarly, at A/D conversion cells Sn_1, Sn_2, S1 at and after 
the neXt stage, bits loWer than MSB are determined. Values 
determined by the A/D conversion cells Sn, Sn_1, S1 in 
accordance With a predetermined sarnpling clock, are shifted 
at respective latch stages in accordance With a sampling 
clock, not illustrated, and values of respective bits of MSB 
through LSB are outputted from the ?nal stage. 

[0006] In an actual A/D conversion cell, there is used a 
sarnple-and-hold circuit having a completely differential 
type operational arnpli?er circuit and is constructed by a 
constitution having functions of the subtractor d0 and the 
sarnple-and-hold circuit sh0. According to the constitution, 
as shoWn by FIG. 5, a ?rst sWitch capacitor net CS1 is 
provided betWeen a ?rst input terminal IN1 constituting a 
negative input terminal of a completely differential type 
operational arnpli?er circuit 51 and a ?rst output terminal 
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OUT1 constituting a positive output terminal thereof and a 
?rst reset sWitch RS1 is provided betWeen the ?rst input 
terminal IN1 and the ?rst output terminal OUT1. The ?rst 
sWitch capacitor net CS1 is constituted by capacitors C1 and 
C2 one terminal of each of Which is connected to the ?rst 
input terminal IN1, a sWitch SW1 for selectively connecting 
other terminal of the capacitor C1 to an input terminal INO 
of the sarnple-and-hold circuit, a reference voltage terminal 
Ref or the ?rst output terminal OUT1 and a sWitch SW2 for 
selectively connecting other terminal of the capacitor C2 to 
the input terminal INO of the sarnple-and-hold circuit sh1, a 
reference voltage terminal Ref or the ?rst output terminal 
OUT1 constituting the positive output terminal of the corn 
pletely differential type operational arnpli?er circuit 51. A 
second sWitch capacitor net CS2 similar to the ?rst sWitch 
capacitor net CS1 is provided betWeen a second input 
terminal IN2 constituting a positive input terminal of the 
completely differential type operational arnpli?er circuit 51 
and a second output terminal OUT2 constituting a negative 
output terminal and a second reset sWitch RS2 is provided 
betWeen the second input terminal and the second output 
terminal. The second sWitch capacitor net CS2 is constituted 
by capacitors C1‘ and C2‘ having an equal capacitance value, 
one terminal of each of Which is connected to the second 
input terminal IN2, a sWitch SW3 for selectively connecting 
other terminal of the capacitor C1‘ to an input terminal INO‘ 
constituting other of differential input terminals of the 
sarnple-and-hold circuit, the reference voltage terminal Ref‘ 
and the second output terminal OUT2, and a sWitch SW4 for 
selectively connecting other terminal of the capacitor C2‘ to 
an input terminal INO‘ constituting other of the differential 
input terminals of the sarnple-and-hold circuit sh1, the 
reference voltage terminal Ref and the second output ter 
rninal OUT2 constituting a negative output terminal of the 
completely differential type operational arnpli?er circuit 1. 

[0007] As shoWn by FIG. 6, the sarnple-and-hold circuit 
sh1 constitutes the A/D conversion cell Sk by connecting an 
input terminal of the comparator CO to the input terminals 
INO and INO‘. During a hold period, rnentioned later, the 
above-described subtracting operation can be carried out by 
controlling the sWitches SW1 and SW2 of the ?rst sWitch 
capacity net CS1 and the sWitches SW3 and SW4 of the 
second sWitch capacity net CS2 by the output of the corn 
parator CO. The A/D conversion cell Sk is connected to the 
A/D conversion cell Sk_1 at a successive stage by connecting 
the similar input terminals INO and INO‘ of the sarnple-and 
hold circuit sh1 and the comparator CO of the A/D conver 
sion cell Sk_1 to the output terminals OUT1 and OUT2 of the 
sarnple-and-hold circuit sh1 to thereby constitute the A/D 
converter of the pipeline system shoWn in FIG. 4. 

[0008] Details of operation of the sarnple-and-hold circuit 
sh1 are as folloWs. 

[0009] During a sample period, as shoWn by FIG. 7A, the 
?rst and the second reset sWitches RS1 and RS2 are made 
ON and in the ?rst sWitch capacitor net CS1, the capacitors 
C1 and C2 are conducted betWeen the input terminal INO 
and the input terminal IN1 in parallel. Also in the second 
sWitch capacitor net CS2, the capacitors are connected 
sirnilarly. When voltage of the input terminal IN1 is desig 
nated by notation Vt, input voltage inputted to the input 
terminal INO is designated by notation Vin and the capaci 
tance values of the capacitors C1 and C2 are equally 
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designated by notation C, a total sum Q of electric charge 
stored in the capacitors C1 and C2, is represented as follows. 

Q=2C(V;n-V;) (1) 
[0010] During the hold period, as shoWn by FIG. 7B, the 
?rst and the second reset sWitches RS1 and RS2 are made 
OFF, in the ?rst sWitch capacitor net CS1, in accordance 
With the output of the comparator CO, the other terminal of 
the capacitor C1 is blocked from the input terminal INO and 
conducted to the reference voltage terminal Ref, and the 
other terminal of the capacitor C2 is blocked from the input 
terminal INO and conducted to the ?rst output terminal 
OUT1, or the other terminal of the capacitor C2 is blocked 
from the input terminal INO and conducted to the reference 
voltage terminal Ref and the other terminal of the capacitor 
C1 is blocked from the input terminal INO and conducted to 
the ?rst output terminal OUT1. The second sWitch capacitor 
net CS2 is connected similarly. When voltage of the refer 
ence voltage terminal Ref is designated by notation Vref and 
voltage of the ?rst output terminal OUT1 is designated by 
notation Vout, the total sum Q of electric charge stored in the 
capacitors C1 and C2, is represented as folloWs. 

[0011] The total sum of electric charge during the sample 
period and the hold period is preserved as folloWs. 

[0012] When Vref=0, 2Vin=Vout to thereby output a 
double value of a sampled value. According to the case, the 
output of the comparator CO is “0”, Which corresponds to a 
case in Which subtraction by the subtractor d0 is not needed. 
When the output of the comparator CO is “1” and subtrac 
tion by the subtractor d0 is needed, subtracting operation is 
realiZed by constituting Vref by a pertinent value Vref. That 
is, the sWitch SW2 is made ON to a side of the reference 
voltage terminal Ref constituting voltage by Vref in place 
of the reference voltage terminal Ref. Also With regard to the 
second sWitch capacitor net CS2 and the second reset sWitch 
RS2 betWeen the second input terminal IN2 and the second 
output terminal OUT2, the operation is similar. HoWever, 
oWing to the difference of the polarity, in the hold period, 
When the output of the comparator CO is “0”, the other 
terminal of the capacitor C1‘ is connected to Ref‘ and applied 
With Vref and When the output of the comparator CO is “1”, 
the other terminal of the capacitor C2‘ is connected to Ref 
and applied With Vref. Further, actually, the output of the 
completely differential type operational ampli?er circuit is 
provided With an offset and Vref and Vref are set to values 
for canceling the offset (for example, Vref=0.5V, Vref= 
1.5V). 
[0013] NoW, the completely differential type operational 
ampli?er circuit 51 is provided With one set of differential 
output terminals comprising the ?rst output terminal OUT1 
for amplifying and outputting a difference betWeen input 
signals inputted to the ?rst and the second input terminals 
IN1 and IN2 constituting one set of the differential input 
terminals, and a second output terminal OUT2 for invertedly 
amplifying and outputting the difference betWeen the input 
signals. The differential input terminals sample only the 
relative difference of one set of the input signals as a signal 
component. On the other hand, the differential output ter 
minals output a result of amplifying the relative difference of 
the one set of input signals in a relative difference of one set 
of the output signals. HoWever, in such a state as it is, a 
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middle value (absolute value) of the one set of differential 
output signals is not determined uniquely. Hence, as shoWn 
by FIG. 5, a common phase feedback circuit 52 is provided 
betWeen the ?rst output terminal OUT1 and the second 
output terminal OUT2, an output bias circuit at inside of the 
completely differential type operational ampli?er circuit 51 
is controlled by an output bias control signal generated at a 
control terminal cl to thereby uniquely maintain the middle 
value of the one set to differential output signals. 

[0014] FIG. 8 exempli?es an output portion of inside of 
the completely differential type operational ampli?er circuit 
51. The output portion comprises a cascode amplifying 
circuit 81 and a central value of the one set of differential 
output signals is controlled by an output bias control signal 
provided to an output bias circuit 82 thereof. The common 
phase feedback circuit 52 receives outputs from the output 
terminals OUT1 and OUT2 constituting one set of the 
differential output signals of the completely differential type 
operational ampli?er circuit 51, and feeds back the output 
bias control signal operated to restrain a variation in the 
central value of the one set of differential output signals and 
maintain the central value to be a constant value, to the 
output bias circuit 82 of the completely differential type 
operational ampli?er circuit 51. 

[0015] FIG. 9, FIG. 10 and FIG. 11 shoW examples of 
common phase feedback circuits. One set of differential 
output voltages (for convenience, designated by notations 
Vx, Vy) of a completely differential type operational ampli 
?er circuit, are made to commonly constitute inputs of the 
common phase feedback circuits. Consider circuit operation 
When the circuit of FIG. 9 is used as the common phase 
feedback circuit 52. When a balance point of a middle value 
of differential output signals of a completely differential type 
operational ampli?er circuit in this feedback system, is set to 
(Vx+Vy)/2EVO and a sum of currents ?oWing in MOS 
transistors M1 and M2 at this occasion, is designated by 
notation IO. NoW, When the middle value of the differential 
output signals is increased from VO by AV, the sum of the 
currents ?oWing in the MOS transistors M1 and M2, is 
increased by AI relative to lo. The current increase brings 
about an increase in an output draWing current value of the 
completely differential type operational ampli?er circuit via 
a current mirror constituted by a transistor M3 and an output 
bias circuit to thereby reduce the middle value of the 
differential output signals. Similarly, When the middle value 
is reduced from VO by AV, the feedback system increases the 
middle value of the differential output signals. 

[0016] In this Way, by using the circuit of FIG. 9 as the 
common phase feedback circuit 52, there is achieved an 
effect of restraining the central value of the differential 
output signals of the completely differential type operational 
ampli?er circuit from being varied and maintaining the 
middle value to a constant value. 

[0017] HoWever, the constitution of the common phase 
feedback circuit of FIG. 9 includes the folloWing problem. 
That is, in the differential output signals of the Vx=(VO+v) 
and Vy=(VO—v), When the differential output amplitude v is 
increased, regardless of the fact that (Vx+Vy)/2=VO, the sum 
of the currents ?oWing in the MOS transistors M1 and M2, 
is shifted from IO depending on v. The problem is explained 
as folloWs. Drain voltages of the transistors M1 and M2 are 
higher than the gate voltages Vx and Vy of the MOS 
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transistors M1 and M2 and therefore, the MOS transistors 
M1 and M2 are brought into saturated regions. At this 
occasion, When gate/source voltages of the MOS transistors 
M1 and M2 are designated by notations Vgsl and Vgs2 and 
drain currents thereof are respectively designated by nota 
tions Idsl and Ids2, the following equation is established. 

B (4) 
1.6 + 11.2 = 51%] — W02 + (v8.2 — WW} 

[0018] (notation [3 designates constant, notation Vth des 
ignates threshold voltage of transistor) 

[0019] When a total sum of the currents in the case in 
Which the output central value is designated by notation V0 
and Vgs1=Vgs2EVgs, is designated by notation I0, the 
folloWing equation is established. 

[0020] NoW, When Vgs1=Vgs+AV, Vgs1=Vgs-AV, the 
middle value is not changed by AV and accordingly is V0 
and the current at this occasion is as folloWs. 

(6) 

[0021] The above equation indicates that When the ampli 
tude of the differential output signal of the completely 
differential type operational ampli?er circuit is large, even in 
the case in Which the middle value of the differential output 
signals is V0, the sum of currents ?oWing in the MOS 
transistors M1 and M2 is shifted from IO. The change of 
current is fed back to the output bias circuit of the com 
pletely differential type operational ampli?er circuit and 
brings about a change in the middle voltage value V0. In this 
Way, it is knoWn that there poses the problem that the 
balance point is varied depending on the output amplitude 
When the common phase feedback circuit of FIG. 9 is used 
in FIG. 5. 

[0022] According to the constitution of FIG. 10, in order 
to control the central value VO of the differential output 
signals by outside applied voltage Vcm, transistors M4, M5 
and M6 and tWo current sources are added to the common 
phase feedback circuit shoWn in FIG. 9 to thereby construct 
differential constitution. HoWever, in order to construct the 
differential constitution, transistors M1, M2, M4 and M5 are 
MOS transistors having a polarity reverse to that of transis 
tors M3 and M6. In correspondence With the inversion of 
polarities, not the transistor M3 but the transistor M6 pro 
vides a feedback path to the output bias circuit. Also in the 
circuit constitution, a relationship betWeen the change of 
gate voltage of the transistors M1 and M2 and the sum of 
currents ?oWing in the transistors M1 and M2, is essentially 
the same as the discussion on the circuit of FIG. 9 and there 
poses a problem that the balance point is varied by the output 
amplitude also in the constitution of FIG. 10. 

[0023] Still other constitution of the common phase feed 
back circuit is shoWn in the constitution of FIG. 11. Accord 
ing to the constitution, drain voltages of the MOS transistors 
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M1 and M2 are suf?ciently loWer than the differential output 
signals VX and Vy of the completely differential type opera 
tional ampli?er circuit and accordingly, the MOS transistors 
M1 and M2 are operated in linear regions. Output resistance 
R of the MOS transistor in the linear region is represented 
as folloWs. 

R _ 1 _ 1 1 (7) 

_ a la/avd. _ avg. - vm+ vd.) ~ mvg. - Va) 

[0024] Therefore, an output resistance value RO vieWing 
from a common drain of the MOS transistors M1 and M2 
gate/source voltages of Which are respectively VX and Vy, is 
provided by parallel connection of respective output resis 
tors of the MOS transistors M1 and M2 and is represented 
as folloWs. 

R ~ 1 (s) 
0 ~ 3w, + vy - zvm) 

[0025] NoW, When the differential output signals are put as 
VX=(VO+V) and Vy=(VO—v), the folloWing equation is estab 
lished irrespective of the magnitude of the amplitude v. 

R ~ 1 (9) 
0 ~ povo - zvm) 

[0026] By feeding back the output resistance value as a 
source resistance value of the output bias circuit of the 
completely differential type operational ampli?er circuit, the 
middle value of the differential output signals of the com 
pletely differential type operational ampli?er circuit can be 
maintained at the balance point. That is, for eXample, When 
the middle value of the differential output signal is 
increased, RO is reduced and by reducing the source resis 
tance value R0 of the output bias circuit, draWing current is 
increased to thereby restrain the middle value of the differ 
ential output signals from increasing. According to the 
common phase feedback circuit of FIG. 11, in comparison 
With the common phase feedback circuits of FIG. 9 and 
FIG. 10, dependency of the differential output signals on the 
amplitude v is extremely small and in the approximation 
equation of R0, the dependency on the amplitude v can be 
disregarded. 

[0027] HoWever, When the circuit of FIG. 11 is used at 
loW poWer source voltage, (VX+Vy—2Vth) is not suf?ciently 
larger than Vds. The drain voltage Vds of the MOS transis 
tors M1 and M2 is also source voltage of the output bias 
circuit and the source voltage is in?uenced by the amplitude 
of the differential output signal. When the drain voltage Vds 
is changed, RO is changed to thereby change the middle 
value of the differential output signals, hoWever, the change 
is fed back to RO as the change of the value of (VX+Vy) and 
varies RO further. In this Way, it is knoWn that there poses a 
problem of varying the balance point of the middle value of 
the differential output signals by the amplitude of the dif 
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ferential output signals of the completely differential type 
operational ampli?er circuit even in the common phase 
feedback circuit of FIG. 11. 

[0028] From the above-described, the following problem 
is posed in the sample-and-hold circuit sh1. First, consider 
a case in Which the balance point of the middle value of the 
differential output signals is not varied by the amplitude of 
the differential output signals of the completely differential 
type operational ampli?er circuit 51. The capacitors C1 and 
C2 during the sample period, are provided With direct 
current paths to both of tWo terminals connected in parallel 
With each other. Therefore, the capacitors C1 and C2 store 
electric charge in accordance With a potential difference of 
the tWo terminals. During the hold period, the one terminal 
of each of the capacitors C1 and C2 is connected to the ?rst 
input terminal of the completely differential type operational 
ampli?er circuit Which is not provided With a direct current 
path. Therefore, in the hold period, the total sum of electric 
charge stored in the capacitors C1 and C2 is preserved. As 
mentioned above, the total sum Q of electric charge stored 
in the capacitors C1 and C2 is represented as folloWs. 

[0029] Next, consider a case in Which the balance point of 
the middle value of the differential output signals is varied 
by AVO by the amplitude of the differential output signals of 
the completely differential type operational ampli?er circuit. 
A connected state of the circuit during the sample period is 
brought into a reset state similar to the case in Which AVO is 
null and therefore, electric charge the same as that repre 
sented by Equation (10) is stored. In the hold period, the 
balance point is varied by AVO depending on the amplitude 
of the differential output signals. When voltage of the ?rst 
input terminal of the completely differential type operational 
ampli?er circuit at this occasion, is designated by notation 
Vt‘, a total sum Q of electric charge stored in the capacitors 
C1 and C2 becomes as folloWs. 

C(AV0—2V") (11) 
[0030] A ?nal total amount of electric charge stored in the 
sample period is also preserved in the hold period and 
accordingly, Q=Q‘ must be established. The folloWing equa 
tion is derived from Equation (10) and Equation (11). 

AVO (12) 

[0031] The above equation indicates that the variation of 
the balance point of the output central value Which depends 
on the output amplitude of the completely differential type 
operational ampli?er circuit 51, is positively fed back to the 
?rst input terminal IN1 of the completely differential type 
operational ampli?er circuit 51 during the hold period. That 
is, it is knoWn that although in the sample-and-hold circuit 
sh1, the feedback connection method by the reset sWitch or 
the capacitor C1 or the capacitor C2 and the feedback 
connection method by the common phase feedback circuit 
for stabiliZing the output middle point to the predetermined 
balance point, are all negative feedback connection, the 
variation of the balance point per se necessarily becomes 
positive feedback. The positive feedback is provided simi 
larly to the second input terminal IN2 of the completely 
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differential type operational ampli?er circuit 51 and there 
fore, most of the positive feedback is removed by the 
differential amplifying operation and therefore, adverse 
in?uence is not effected immediately, hoWever, the positive 
feedback is not preferable in vieW of stabiliZing the feedback 
system. In addition thereto, the variation of the balance point 
of the middle value of the differential output signals, causes 
erroneous determination of the comparator at the successive 
stage. 

[0032] In this Way, according to the conventional sample 
and-hold circuit using the completely differential type opera 
tional ampli?er circuit for connecting the common phase 
feedback circuit betWeen the ?rst and the second output 
terminals OUT1 and OUT2 as shoWn by FIG. 5, there poses 
the problem in vieW of stability and in vieW of accuracy. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0033] According to an aspect of the invention, there is 
provided a sample-and-hold circuit comprising a completely 
differential type operational ampli?er circuit, a ?rst reset 
sWitch connected betWeen a ?rst input terminal constituting 
one of differential input terminals of the completely differ 
ential type operational ampli?er circuit and a ?rst output 
constituting one of differential output terminals of the com 
pletely differential type operational ampli?er circuit, a sec 
ond reset sWitch connected betWeen a second input terminal 
constituting other of the differential input terminals of the 
completely differential type operational ampli?er circuit and 
a second output terminal constituting other of the differential 
output terminals of the completely differential type opera 
tional ampli?er circuit, a ?rst sWitch capacitor net connected 
betWeen the ?rst input terminal and the ?rst output terminal 
and having a third input terminal, and a second sWitch 
capacitor net connected betWeen the second input terminal 
and the second output terminal and having a fourth input 
terminal, Wherein the sample-and-hold circuit is a sample 
and-hold circuit constituting one set of differential input 
terminals by the third and the fourth input terminals and 
constituting one set of differential output terminals by the 
?rst and the second output terminals, further comprising a 
common phase feedback circuit having a ?rst and a second 
common phase feedback hold capacitor respectively con 
nected to the ?rst input terminal and the second input 
terminal and maintaining a middle value of output voltages 
of the ?rst and the second output terminals to a predeter 
mined value in accordance With voltages of the ?rst and the 
second input terminals. 

[0034] It is preferable that in the common phase feedback 
circuit, the ?rst input terminal is connected to a gate terminal 
of a ?rst MOS transistor and the ?rst common phase 
feedback hold capacitor, other terminal of the ?rst common 
phase feedback hold capacitor is grounded, a source terminal 
of the ?rst MOS transistor is grounded or connected to a 
poWer source terminal, the second input terminal is con 
nected to a gate terminal of a second MOS transistor and the 
second common phase feedback hold capacitor, other ter 
minal of the second common phase feedback hold capacitor 
is grounded, a source terminal of the second MOS transistor 
is grounded or connected to a poWer source terminal, a drain 
terminal of the ?rst MOS transistor and a drain terminal of 
the second MOS transistor are connected to thereby consti 
tute a control terminal and the middle value of the output 
voltage of the ?rst and the second output terminals is 
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maintained to the predetermined value in accordance With an 
output from the control terminal. 

[0035] According to an A/D converter of the invention, it 
is preferable to constitute an A/D converter of a pipeline 
system, Wherein in a plurality of the above mentioned 
sample-and-hold circuits, the differential output terminals of 
the sample-and-hold circuit at a preceding stage are con 
nected to the sample-and-hold circuit at a successive stage as 
the differential input terminals and an output of a point of 
connecting the differential output terminal and the differen 
tial input terminal, is compared With a predetermined ref 
erence value to thereby provide values of respective bits of 
PCM data. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0036] FIG. 1 is a circuit diagram shoWing a constitution 
of a sample-and-hold circuit according to an embodiment of 
the invention; 

[0037] FIG. 2 is a block diagram shoWing a constitution 
of an A/D conversion cell of an A/D converter of a pipeline 
system using the sample-and-hold circuit of FIG. 1; 

[0038] FIGS. 3A and 3B are circuit diagrams for eXplain 
ing operation of the sample-and-hold circuit of FIG. 1; 

[0039] FIG. 4 is a block diagram shoWing a constitution 
of an A/D converter of a pipeline system; 

[0040] FIG. 5 is a circuit diagram shoWing a constitution 
of a conventional sample-and-hold circuit; 

[0041] FIG. 6 is a block diagram shoWing a constitution 
of an A/D conversion cell of an A/D converter of a pipeline 
system using the sample-and-hold circuit of FIG. 5; 

[0042] FIGS. 7A and 7B are circuit diagrams for eXplain 
ing operation of the sample-and-hold circuit of FIG. 5; 

[0043] FIG. 8 is a block diagram shoWing a constitution 
of an output portion of the sample-and-hold circuit of FIG. 

a 

[0044] FIG. 9 is a circuit diagram shoWing an eXample of 
a constitution of a common phase feedback circuit of the 
sample-and-hold circuit of FIG. 5; 

[0045] FIG. 10 is a circuit diagram shoWing other 
eXample of a constitution of a common phase feedback 
circuit of the sample-and-hold circuit of FIG. 5; and 

[0046] FIG. 11 is a circuit diagram shoWing still other 
eXample of a constitution of a common phase feedback 
circuit of the sample-and-hold circuit of FIG. 5. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0047] A detailed explanation Will be given of a mode of 
carrying out the invention based on embodiments as folloWs. 
FIG. 1 is a circuit diagram shoWing a constitution of a 
sample-and-hold circuit of an embodiment of the invention. 
A ?rst sWitch capacitor net CS1 is provided betWeen a ?rst 
input terminal IN1 constituting a negative input terminal of 
a completely differential type operational ampli?er circuit 1 
and a ?rst output terminal OUT1 constituting a positive 
output terminal and a ?rst reset sWitch RS1 is provided 
betWeen the ?rst input terminal IN1 and the ?rst output 
terminal OUT1. A second sWitch capacitor net CS2 is 
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provided betWeen a second input terminal IN2 and a second 
output terminal OUT2 and a second reset sWitch RS2 is 
provided betWeen the second input terminal IN2 and the 
second output terminal OUT2. 

[0048] The ?rst sWitch capacitor net CS1 is constituted by 
capacitors C1 and C2 having an equal capacitance value, one 
end of each of Which is connected to the ?rst input terminal 
IN1, a sWitch SW1 for selectively connecting other terminal 
of the capacitor C1 to an input terminal INO constituting one 
of differential input terminals of the sample-and-hold circuit, 
a reference voltage terminal Ref and the ?rst output terminal 
OUT1, and a sWitch SW2 for selectively connecting other 
terminal of the capacitor C2 to the input terminal INO 
constituting the one of the differential input terminals of the 
sample-and-hold circuit, a reference voltage terminal Ref 
and the ?rst output terminal OUT1 constituting a positive 
output terminal of the completely differential type opera 
tional ampli?er circuit 1. 

[0049] The second sWitch capacitor net CS2 is constituted 
by capacitors C1‘ and C2‘ having an equal capacitance value, 
one terminal of each of Which is connected to the second 
input terminal IN2, a sWitch SW3 for selectively connecting 
other terminal of the capacitor C1‘ to an input terminal INO‘ 
constituting other of the differential input terminals of the 
sample-and-hold circuit, the reference voltage terminal Ref‘ 
and the second output terminal OUT2, and a sWitch SW4 for 
selectively connecting other terminal of the capacitor C2‘ to 
the input terminal INO‘ constituting the other of the differ 
ential input terminals of the sample-and -hold circuit, the 
reference voltage terminal Ref and the second output ter 
minal OUT2 constituting a negative output terminal of the 
completely differential type operational ampli?er circuit 1. 

[0050] A common phase feedback (common feedback) 
circuit 2 is provided betWeen the ?rst input terminal IN1 and 
the second input terminal IN2 of the completely differential 
type operational ampli?er circuit 1. The common phase 
feedback circuit 2 is constituted by a common phase feed 
back hold capacitor CF1 provided betWeen the ?rst input 
terminal IN1 and a poWer source terminal VSS (0V), a 
second common phase feedback hold capacitor CF2 pro 
vided betWeen the second input terminal IN2 and the poWer 
source terminal VSS, an N-channel type MOS transistor 21 
a source terminal of Which is connected to the poWer source 
terminal VSS and a gate terminal of Which is connected to 
the ?rst input terminal IN1 and an N-channel type MOS 
transistor 22 a source terminal of Which is connected to the 
poWer source terminal VSS and a gate terminal of Which is 
connected to the second input terminal IN2. Respective 
drain terminals of the MOS transistors 21 and 22 are 
connected to thereby constitute a control terminal CL. 
Similar to the constitution shoWn in FIG. 8, the control 
terminal CL is connected to an output bias circuit of an 
output portion of the completely differential type operational 
ampli?er circuit 1 and provides the output bias circuit With 
an output bias control signal for uniquely maintaining a 
middle value of differential output signals from the ?rst and 
the second output terminals OUT1 and OUT2. 

[0051] According to the eXample, basic constitution and 
operation With regard to sample and hold function are 
similar to those of the conventional sample-and-hold circuit 
sh1 shoWn in FIG. 5 such that the ?rst and the second sWitch 
capacitor nets and the ?rst and second reset sWitches are 
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provided between the input terminals and the output termi 
nals having polarities different from each other of the 
completely differential type operational ampli?er circuit. As 
shoWn by FIG. 2, also in a sample-and-hold circuit SH of 
the example, the A/D conversion cell Sk shoWn in FIG. 4 is 
constituted by connecting an input terminal of the compara 
tor CO to the input terminals INO and INO‘ and connecting 
the output terminals OUTl and OUT2 to the input terminals 
INO and INO‘ of the sample-and-hold circuit SH of the 
similar A/D conversion cell Sk_1 and the comparator CO to 
thereby constitute the A/D converter of the pipeline system. 
HoWever, the example differs from the conventional consti 
tution in that a connecting position of the common phase 
feedback circuit is disposed not betWeen the output termi 
nals of the completely differential type operational ampli?er 
circuit but betWeen the input terminals of the completely 
differential type operational ampli?er circuit and that the 
common phase feedback hold capacitors are connected to 
the input terminals of the common phase feedback circuit. A 
description Will be given of operation and effect by provid 
ing these in an explanation of operation of the example as 
folloWs. 

[0052] An explanation Will be given of operation of the 
example, particularly operation of the common phase feed 
back circuit 2 as folloWs. 

[0053] First, during a sample period, as shoWn by FIG. 
3A, the ?rst and the second reset sWitches RS1 and RS2 are 
made ON, in the ?rst sWitch capacitor net CS1, the sWitches 
SW1 and SW2 are made ON respectively to a side of the 
input terminal INO, the capacitors C1 and C2 are conducted 
in parallel betWeen the input terminal INO and the ?rst input 
terminal IN1 of the completely differential type operational 
ampli?er circuit 1 and are provided With input voltage Vin. 
In the second sWitch capacitor net CS2, the sWitches SW3 
and SW4 are made ON respectively to a side of the input 
terminal INO‘, and the capacitors C1‘ and C2, are conducted 
in parallel betWeen the input terminal INO‘ and the second 
input terminal IN2 of the completely differential type opera 
tional ampli?er circuit 1 and are provided With input voltage 
Vin‘. 

[0054] Since the reset sWitches RS1 and RS2 are brought 
into a conductive state, the common phase feedback circuit 
2 correctly receives the differential output signals of the 
completely differential operational ampli?er circuit 1 and 
feeds back a control signal to maintain the middle value of 
the differential output signals to a balance point, to the 
output bias circuit of the completely differential operational 
ampli?er circuit 1. When a voltage value of the input 
terminals IN1 and IN2 of the completely differential type 
operational ampli?er circuit 1 at this occasion, is designated 
by notation Vt, the completely differential type operational 
ampli?er circuit 1 is brought into a completely feedback 
state by the reset sWitches RS1 and RS2, a balance point V0 
in the case in Which an amplitude of the differential output 
is null, is outputted and therefore, Vt=VO. 

[0055] Next, during a hold period, as shoWn by FIG. 3B, 
the ?rst and the second reset sWitches RS1 and RS2 are 
made OFF. In the ?rst sWitch capacitor net CS1, the sWitch 
SW1 is made ON to a side of the reference voltage terminal 
Ref, the other terminal of the capacitor C1 is conducted to 
the reference voltage terminal Ref to thereby provide volt 
age Vref, the sWitch SW2 is made ON to a side of the ?rst 
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output terminal OUTl to thereby conduct the other terminal 
of the capacitor C2 to the output terminal OUT 1, or the 
sWitch SW2 is made ON to the side of the reference voltage 
terminal Ref, the other terminal of the capacitor C2 is 
conducted to the reference voltage terminal Ref‘ to thereby 
provide poWer source Vref‘, and the sWitch SW1 is made ON 
to the side of the ?rst output terminal OUTl to thereby 
conduct the other terminal of the capacitor C1 to the output 
terminal OUTl. In the second sWitch capacitor net CS2, the 
sWitch SW3 is made ON to the side of the reference voltage 
terminal Ref, the other terminal of the capacitor C1‘ is 
conducted to the reference voltage terminal Ref‘ to thereby 
provide voltage Vref‘, the sWitch SW4 is made ON to the 
side of the second output terminal OUT2 to thereby conduct 
the other terminal of the capacitor C2‘ to the output terminal 
OUT2, or the sWitch SW4 is made ON to the side of the 
reference voltage terminal Ref, the other terminal of the 
capacitor C2‘ is conducted to the reference voltage terminal 
Ref to thereby provide poWer source Vref and the sWitch 
SW3 is made ON to the second output terminal OUT2 to 
thereby conduct the other terminal of the capacitor C1‘ to the 
output terminal OUT2. Thereby, from the output terminal 
OUTl, there is outputted 2Vin—Vref=Vout or 2Vin—Vref‘= 
Vout and from the output terminal OUT2, there is outputted 
2Vin“—Vref‘=Vout“ or 2Vin‘—Vref=Vout‘. 

[0056] Here, the reset sWitches RS1 and RS2 are brought 
into a blocked state and therefore, the common phase 
feedback circuit is not operated, regardless of the amplitude 
of the output voltage during the hold period, the input 
terminals IN1 and IN2 of the completely differential type 
operational ampli?er circuit 1 holds the input voltage Vt=VO 
during the sample period by the common phase feedback 
hold capacitors CPI and CF2. Positive feedback is not 
carried out to the ?rst input terminal of the completely 
differential type operational ampli?er circuit during the hold 
period as in the related art constitution shoWn in FIG. 5. 
Therefore, the middle value of the differential output signals 
during the hold period is not change unstably. 

[0057] As described above, according to the example, 
there is not brought about the positive feedback for making 
operation of the circuit unstable during the hold period, 
further, a variation in the balance point of the middle value 
of the differential output signals can be eliminated and 
erroneous operation of a circuit at a successive stage can be 
restrained. 

[0058] When an A/D converter of a pipeline system is 
constituted by using the sample-and-hold circuit of the 
example, erroneous operation of a comparator at a succes 
sive stage can be restrained and there can be realiZed the A/D 
converter of the pipeline system excellent in stability and 
accuracy. 

[0059] According to the invention, in the sample-and-hold 
circuit using the completely differential type operational 
ampli?er circuit, there can be constituted the common phase 
feedback circuit necessary for the completely differential 
type operational ampli?er circuit such that adverse in?uence 
is not effected to operation of the sample-and-hold circuit 
Without increasing a number of circuit elements and the 
sample-and-hold circuit excellent in stability and in accu 
racy can be provided. 

[0060] That is, the positive feedback during the hold 
period can be eliminated, operation of the circuit can be 
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stabilized, the variation in the balance point of the middle 
value of the differential output signals can be restrained 
regardless of the amplitude of the differential output signals 
and erroneous operation of a circuit at a successive stage can 
be restrained. 

[0061] Further, When an A/D converter of a pipeline 
system is constituted by using the sample-and-hold circuit of 
the invention, erroneous operation of the comparator at a 
successive stage can be restrained and the A/D converter of 
the pipeline system eXcellent in stability and in accuracy can 
be realiZed. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A sample-and-hold circuit comprising: 

a completely differential type operational ampli?er cir 
cuit; 

a ?rst reset sWitch connected betWeen a ?rst input termi 
nal constituting one of differential input terminals of 
the completely differential type operational ampli?er 
circuit and a ?rst output terminal constituting one of 
differential output terminals of the completely differ 
ential type operational ampli?er circuit; 

a second reset sWitch connected betWeen a second input 
terminal constituting other of the differential input 
terminals of the completely differential type opera 
tional ampli?er circuit and a second output terminal 
constituting other of the differential output terminals of 
the completely differential type operational ampli?er 
circuit; 

a ?rst sWitch capacitor net connected betWeen the ?rst 
input terminal and the ?rst output terminal and having 
a third input terminal; and 

a second sWitch capacitor net connected betWeen the 
second input terminal and the second output terminal 
and having a fourth input terminal; 

Wherein said sample-and-hold circuit is a sample-and 
hold circuit constituting one set of differential input 
terminals by the third and the fourth input terminals and 
constituting one set of differential output terminals by 
the ?rst and the second output terminals, further com 
prising: 
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a common phase feedback circuit having a ?rst and a 
second common phase feedback hold capacitor 
respectively connected to the ?rst input terminal and 
the second input terminal and maintaining a middle 
value of output voltages of the ?rst and the second 
output terminals to a predetermined value in accor 
dance With voltages of the ?rst and the second input 
terminals. 

2. The sample-and-hold circuit according to claim 1: 

Wherein in the common phase feedback circuit, the ?rst 
input terminal is connected to a gate terminal of a ?rst 
MOS transistor and the ?rst common phase feedback 
hold capacitor, other terminal of the ?rst common 
phase feedback hold capacitor is grounded, a source 
terminal of the ?rst MOS transistor is grounded or 
connected to a poWer source terminal, the second input 
terminal is connected to a gate terminal of a second 
MOS transistor and the second common phase feed 
back hold capacitor, other terminal of the second com 
mon phase feedback hold capacitor is grounded, a 
source terminal of the second MOS transistor is 
grounded or connected to a poWer source terminal, a 
drain terminal of the ?rst MOS transistor and a drain 
terminal of the second MOS transistor are connected to 
thereby constitute a control terminal and the middle 
value of the output voltage of the ?rst and the second 
output terminals is maintained to the predetermined 
value in accordance With an output from the control 
terminal. 

3. An A/D converter of a pipeline system, Wherein in a 
plurality of the sample-and-hold circuits according to claim 
1 or 2, the differential output terminals of the sample-and 
hold circuit at a preceding stage are connected to the 
sample-and-hold circuit at a successive stage as the differ 
ential input terminals and an output of a point of connecting 
the differential output terminal and the differential input 
terminal, is compared With a predetermined reference value 
to thereby provide values of respective bits of PCM data. 


