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SMOOTH BORE BARREL SYSTEM WITH SELF 
SPINNING AMMUNITION 

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of Invention 

[0002] This invention relates to ?rearm systems having a 
barrel and particularly to smooth bore barrel system and 
ammunition that is achieving stability in ?ight by spinning 
the projectile. 

[0003] 2. Description of the Prior Art 

[0004] The predominant group of the breech loaded con 
temporary Weapons has helical ri?ed barrels. The purpose of 
ri?ing is, by having a close ?t, to spin the projectile along the 
barrel and to give the projectile stability during the external 
ballistic, provided by gyroscopic effect. The rotation is 
around the main axis of the projectile and the barrel. LoW 
rotation speed leads to less stability, very high rotation speed 
leads to so called “nose up”-effect, otherWise the axis of the 
projectile crosses trajectory of external ballistic. Therefor 
the pitch of the ri?ing has to be carefully considered upon 
the range and the purpose of the projectile. The conventional 
projectile has a part of its surface (or jacket) Which is slightly 
oversiZe or interference ?t With regard to the bore diameter 
of the barrel of the Weapon With Which it is used. The surface 
(jacket) of the projectile is getting squeeZed and engraved 
during the passage doWn the barrel of the Weapon by the 
helical ri?ing grooves in the barrel. The projectile is spun by 
the ri?ing grooves to stabiliZe its ?ight as explained here 
inafter. Considerable portion of the energy produced by the 
propellant is lost by the process of squeezing and engraving 
and by the dry friction betWeen the projectile and ri?ed 
barrel along the acceleration. Engraving and friction not 
only consume the energy of the propellant but also transfer 
the kinetic energy once gained by hot propellant gases, again 
to heat. The friction and heat are serious problems especially 
for automatic or high caliber Weapons, causing fast barrel 
erosion and lost of external ballistic properties—range and 
accuracy. Thermal enlargement of the bore barrel also leads 
to uncontrolled lost of pressure ?t and less muZZle velocity 
affecting the same Way external ballistic properties. 

[0005] In order to reduce the negative effects of engraving 
and friction, several different approaches are established as 
state-of-the-art. Wide spread approach to reduce the dry 
friction is to put the projectile into a plastic cylindrical body 
(sabot) engaged With the projectile surface until both leave 
the muZZle thereby using friction plastic/metal instead of 
metal/metal and reducing the friction. Many patents used 
this approach so the patents cited herein: US. Pat. No. 
3,847,082 issued to Feldmann E; US. Pat. No. 3,769,912 to 
Friend W. H.; US. Pat. No. 4,063,511 to Bisping B. and they 
are cited here only as representative examples. A large 
variety of patents exploit similar approaches. Common and 
overWhelming draWbacks of introducing a sabot is the use of 
soft material, preferably plastic, Which decreases very fast 
its mechanical properties With increase of Working tempera 
ture (especially in automatic Weapons) and leads literally to 
smear the surface of the sabot along the barrel. Another 
disadvantage relates to the energy used to accelerate the 
sabot, Which is not part of the projectile in ?y, therefore the 
heavier is the sabot—the bigger is the lost of energy. One 
more disadvantage is that the projectile is alWays subcaliber 
compare to the full-bore diameter With proportional reduc 
tion of the load. 
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[0006] Another approach is to use completely smooth bore 
barrel and a different means of providing the projectile With 
revolving momentum. One of them—U.S. Pat. No. 4,386, 
747 to Kuhl R. D. is using ammunition With means for 
self-generated revolving momentum. A toroidal mass is 
disposed inside the projectile and attached and secured to the 
projectile by means of bi-convex spring or similar ?exible 
structure so that the mass is setoff in oscillation upon the 
sudden acceleration due to the ?ring of the projectile. There 
are several draWbacks of this solution: the system is usable 
only for comparably big caliber Weapon; a suf?cient part of 
the Weight and free volume of the projectile is used to 
accommodate the structure of toroidal mass, and bi-convex 
spring; an important part of the mass and volume of the 
projectile is engaged to provide revolving momentum; the 
relative density of the projectile is reduced. 

[0007] Another direction is using only the smooth bore 
barrel to provide the conventional projectile With revolving 
momentum as in US. Pat. No. 4,841,657 to Mossberg A. I. 
The system is using axially rotating barrel moved by the 
force of expanded gases. The axially rotating barrel is 
engaged With the projectile surface Whereby to impart rotary 
motion to the projectile. This system has to respond to 
controversial requirements. In order to provide revolving 
momentum to the projectile the barrel has to have a good 
grip With it. This defeats one of the main purposes of the 
smooth gun barrel—reducing the friction and friction-re 
lated erosion. The increased grip Will lead to increase of the 
temperature and thermal enlargement of the barrel. Enlarged 
barrel cannot provide a good grip thereby cannot provide a 
repeatable revolving momentum and Will lead to signi?cant 
lost of gas pressure. 

[0008] Another disadvantage is that a big part of the 
propellant energy Will be consumed for moving comparably 
big mass of the barrel, back, forWard and around the axis 
With appropriate velocity. US. Pat. No. 4,176,487 issued to 
Manis J. R. teaches a system comprising a smooth bore 
barrel With annular grooves or pockets in the bore-Walls 
Which act as propellant gas pressure relief areas. When the 
projectile is ?red, the helical notches on its rear part interact 
With the gas pressure relief areas or spaces of the bore, 
alloWing the propellant gas to be expanded through the rear 
helical notches imparting a tWist to the projectile. The 
system uses mutual interaction betWeen specially designed 
bore barrel (referred as smooth bore barrel, despite a number 
of annular chambers along the barrel) and ammunition With 
rear helical notches. The draWback of this system is that the 
stress-point of each annular chamber reduces signi?cantly 
the mechanical properties of the barrel. The dif?culties of 
manufacturing and especially of cleaning such barrel from 
the products of propellant burning are another disadvantage. 
When in ?y the helical notches Will interact With air, 
imparting to the projectile an inverse directed tWisting 
motion therefore reducing the initial revolving momentum 
and abating the external ballistic properties. 

[0009] There are tWo different parts of the barrel largely 
exposed to erosion. First one is breech part neighboring the 
cartridge nest, Where the action of high temperature and 
high-pressure gases is combined With the process of engrav 
ing the projectile and dry friction. The second one is before 
and at the muZZle, Where the dry friction is combined With 
highest velocity of the projectile. 
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[0010] Avery early notion of minimizing the erosion from 
the burning propellant and engraving is carried in the US. 
Pat. No. 37,193 to Alsop C. R. The patent suggests attaching 
a ri?ed section to the muZZle of smooth bore barrel thereby 
gaining a high speed and decreasing the erosion of hot gases 
at the breech section. The ri?ed section is engraving the 
projectile and giving to it revolving momentum. The patent 
admits that the ri?ing is imparting a considerable friction 
and transmitting substantial heat to the projectile, but those 
problems are said to be overcome by gained momentum of 
the projectile. The ri?ed section Was suggested as a gradual 
reduction in diameter of the bore progressing aWay from the 
breech and into the ri?ed section. The length of the ri?ed 
section is proposed to be 2 to 3 inches. The ri?ed section has 
to be mounted to the main barrel by threaded connection 
With thread direction opposite to the ri?ing. 

[0011] Despite the draWbacks of this concept, it Was 
revitaliZed recently in US. Pat. No. H0,001,365 to 
Amspacker M. R. The concept reduces unacceptable erosion 
of the breech section. The gun barrel comprises a smooth 
bore breech section and a longer gain tWist ri?ed muZZle 
section. The smooth bore breech section is said to be alWays 
less than one-?fth the total length of the gun barrel. The 
system claims to be accurate but the problem With erosion of 
the muZZle section seems to be even aggravated by higher 
speed of the projectile and the pitch of the ri?ing Which 
increases from its beginning to the muZZle end. 

[0012] It is knoWn system utiliZing a smooth bore barrel 
?tted With a short ri?ed insert near the breech (US. Pat. No. 
4,712,465 to Macdonald Kenneth A. B.). Aprojectile com 
prising perforated skirt and driving band about the base of 
the skirt is loaded into the gun barrel so that the driving band 
just engages the ri?ed insert and the Warhead portion of the 
projectile eXtends into the smooth bore portion of the barrel. 
Upon ?ring of a breech charge, gases from the breech charge 
are ducted to the space betWeen the thin sideWalls of the 
projectile and the smooth central bore, thereby establishing 
a gas bearing. The gas from the bearing provides lateral 
support to the projectile and lubricates the projectile. DraW 
backs of that system are the presence of the driving band, 
Which has to be durable enough to be engraved and to 
transfer the rotation impulse to the projectile. Same driving 
band has to be soft enough to get squeeZed into specially 
formed annular groove thereby to form a cylindrical body 
With the entire projectile. Again part of the propellant energy 
is consumed to engrave and to fabricate in-situ With all heat 
related consequences. The system is designed to spin com 
parably big caliber projectiles or ?n stabiliZed rockets. 

[0013] Another system using combination of a ri?ed bore 
section at the breech and a smooth bore section at the muZZle 
end is proposed in US. Pat. No. 4,660,312 to A’Costa A. 
The diameter of the smooth bore section is greater than the 
diameter of the bore of the ri?ed bore section and smaller 
than the diameter of the spiral rif?ing groove. The system 
therefore is vulnerable to have gas pressure losses along the 
grooves of the projectile during the acceleration or to have 
a spin momentum losses in the smooth bore section because 
the ?t is too tight. The system proposes a Way to decrease 
those draWbacks by having a compromised smooth bore 
diameter. The friction thereof is still a persisting problem, 
but instead of engraving grooves, the smooth bore is squeeZ 
ing the projectile to get better gas ?t. This fact can lead to 
big, if not to entire, lost of revolving momentum. 
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[0014] It Will readily be appreciated by those skilled in the 
art, that none of the approaches used herein is providing a 
complete solution of the problems associated With ri?ed 
bore barrel. Some solutions are more or less applicable to a 
certain class and caliber systems, and only feW of them 
correspond to the requirements of automatic ?ring Weapons. 

[0015] Objectives and Advantages 

[0016] General objective of the present invention is to 
overcome the draWbacks of the prior art discussed hereto 
fore. Dry friction and heat generation along the barrel Will 
be reduced drastically thereby reducing the erosion in the 
breech part and the muZZle part of the bore, Which are more 
vulnerable to Wearing. 

[0017] Another objective of the present invention is to 
reduce the amount of propellant used to give appropriate 
impulse and velocity to the projectile. Proportionally Will be 
reduced the revolving impulse stabiliZing the projectile in 
?y. This objective is aiming to reduce the Weight of the 
ammunition needed for the same mission. 

[0018] Consecutively another objective of the present 
invention is to alloW achievement of substantially higher 
muZZle velocity therefore substantially higher range of ?re. 

[0019] Another objective of the present invention is to 
increase the mass fraction ratio betWeen ordnance payload 
mass to structural mass of the projectile thereby increasing 
the effectiveness of the bigger caliber projectile. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0020] The present invention uses tWo different aspects in 
combination or solely to achieve the set objectives hereto 
fore. According to the ?rst aspect of the present invention 
the ?rearm encompasses a smooth bore barrel having a nest 
for the cartridge in the breech part. This nest contains the 
cartridge having its front section facing the muZZle and 
having inner diameter substantially the same as the diameter 
of the bore of the barrel. This section of the cartridge has a 
ri?ed inner surface With grooves and lends representing 
itself a short ri?ed barrel. As the cartridge case is assumed 
to be disposable this ri?ed section could be referred also as 
disposable ri?ed barrel. The diameter of the grooved part of 
the cartridge is substantially the same and slightly smaller 
than the diameter of the smooth bore. The diameter deter 
mined by the lends is smaller With a fraction representing 
tWice the deep of the grooves. The ratio betWeen the tWo 
diameters is substantially the same as this in the ri?ed bore 
barrel of the same caliber. The pitch of the helicaly-ri?ed 
section is substantially higher than the regular one of same 
caliber conventional barrel. In this ri?ed section of the 
cartridge is engaged relatively long portion (up to 98%) of 
the cylindrical part of the projectile. This engaged cylindri 
cal portion has outer surface With grooves and lends con 
gruently matching those of the ri?ed section of the cartridge. 
Athin layer of dry or paste type lubricant, based on graphite 
or molybdenum sul?de, is used to hermetically seal the 
projectile into the cartridge. A non-ri?ed cylindrical portion 
of the projectile, representing 2 to 10% of the cylindrical 
length, but not limited to this range, is eXtended from the 
front end of the cartridge into the basic smooth bore barrel. 
This non-ri?ed cylindrical portion taper With smooth tran 
sition to streamline ogival front part of the projectile. The 
non-ri?ed portion has a sliding plunger ?t to the bore 
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surface. The rear part of the projectile facing the breech has 
preferably ogival shape thereby to provide the projectile 
With better fairing shape. 

[0021] In particular case explained hereinafter, ri?ed 
grooves could be parallel to the axis of the projectile, 
therefore no pitch is applied to the grooved (ri?ed) surface. 

[0022] According to the ?rst aspect of the present inven 
tion there are tWo distinguishable phases of the internal 
ballistic. First of those phases includes the moment of 
ignition and initial move of the projectile along the short 
ri?ed barrel section of the cartridge. The second phase starts 
When the projectile leaves the ri?ed section and moves doWn 
the barrel. When the propellant is ignited, the hot gases start 
to expand and develop an axial force. This axial force moves 
forWard the projectile When the helicaly engaged grooves 
revolve the projectile providing a spin enough to keep the 
stability by gyroscopic effect along the acceleration in the 
barrel to the muZZle and further during the external ballistic. 
The expanding gases act on the entire rear surface of the 
projectile push and revolve the projectile out of the ri?ed 
section of the cartridge. Immediately after the projectile 
leaves ri?ed section, the grooves on its surface become open 
to the expanding gases, Which are ducted in them providing 
strong lateral support over all grooved area. The front 
cylindrical portion of the projectile, having a sliding ?t With 
the bore, insures the gases from escaping and decreasing the 
pressure. The gases in the grooves and the sliding ?tted 
annular space provide a gas lubrication effect as Well as 
enduring effect on the projectile Walls during entire phase of 
acceleration after leaving the cartridge. Those effects of gas 
lubrication and lateral support make possible to avoid dry 
friction, hit generation and to increase the ratio betWeen the 
masses of the payload and the structure of the projectile. 

[0023] The presented heretofore aspect of the invention is 
convenient solution for small, medium and comparably high 
caliber systems or for automatic ?re of the small and 
medium caliber arms. There is no technological complica 
tions using the present invention. Manufacturing a smooth 
bore barrel is substantially easier compare to conventional 
ri?ing. Manufacturing the ammunition round includes the 
same main procedures regularly applied for small and 
medium caliber rounds involving rolling tools particularly 
shaped. 
[0024] During the ?rst phase of internal ballistic, the 
de?ned short ri?ed section of the cartridge is exposed to high 
temperature and friction instead of the corresponding part of 
the main barrel, therefore preventing it from erosion. During 
the second phase, the friction betWeen the barrel Walls and 
the projectile’s outer surface is minimal, the projectile uses 
all the pressure force for acceleration to higher level, there 
for minimiZing erosion of the barrel. The improved effi 
ciency of the propellant could be used different Ways: 

[0025] To increase the muZZle velocity and the range 
of the ?re. (The range increases With square of the 
muZZle velocity improving the effectiveness of the 
Weapon); 

[0026] To increase the total mass of the projectile at 
the same velocity; 

[0027] To decrease the total mass of the propellant 
used for acceleration of the same mass of the pro 
jectile keeping previously established ballistic prop 
erties; 
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[0028] To have a combination of all of the above 
mentioned bene?ts aiming to achieve higher ef? 
ciency of the Weapon system—more rounds With 
longer range per same Weight at suf?ciently higher 
barrel life. 

[0029] The use of the ?rst aspect of the present invention 
has technical consequences Which in?uent the entire system. 
The short ri?ed bore barrel, part of the cartridge case, is 
exposed not only to thermal, thermochemical and mechani 
cal erosion, but also to the revolving recoil impulse-torque. 
Part of this revolving impulse-torque is transferred by fric 
tion of slightly expanded cartridge neck (short ri?ed barrel) 
directly to the Walls of the breech. Another part of the torque 
is transferred by the structure of the cartridge to its rear Wall, 
Which has means to engage the breech part of the Weapon. 
The rear part of the cartridge has a star-shaped Wreath of 
small triangle prisms or ?ukes, Which are engaged congru 
ently With the opposite breechblock part, shaped the same 
Way. The main axial recoil impulse is pressing hardly on the 
rear pattern, preventing the cartridge case from tWisting. To 
receive suf?cient revolving impulse at the very beginning of 
acceleration, the slope or pitch of the ri?ing must be more 
severe. The more severe ri?ing can lead to reinforcement of 
the short ri?ed part of the cartridge and its Walls therefore to 
increase the Weight of the cartridge, especially for medium 
and bigger caliber Weapon. 

[0030] Different approach is used to avoid the cartridge 
reinforcement and to improve further the performance and 
versatility of the system, resulting in another aspect of the 
present invention. 

[0031] The second aspect of the present invention uses 
different approach to avoid reinforcement of the cartridge 
Walls and to improve further the performance and versatility 
of the system. It is related to the second distinguished phase 
of internal ballistic starting in the moment When the projec 
tile leaves the end of the short ri?ed barrel. According to this 
aspect, the projectile gains additional revolving impulse 
traveling doWn the smooth bore barrel. 

[0032] At least a couple substantially opposite longitudi 
nal grooves extends into narroW channels through the non 
grooved cylindrical portion of the projectile. This portion is 
preferably 5 to 10% of the entire cylindrical length. Those 
narroW channels change its direction to the opposite of the 
direction of the revolving impulse and gradually enlarge to 
the front ogival shaped part of the projectile therefore 
forming a jet noZZles Within the space secluded betWeen the 
barrel Wall and the channel. The narroW part of the channels 
forms the throat enlarging to the noZZle. When hot gases 
ducted into the grove reach the throat and the noZZle they 
produce an effect of a jet. Each noZZle has to have direction 
opposite to the revolving impulse. A small portion (0.1 to 
5%) of the high-temperature and high-pressured gases goes 
throughout the groove, throat and leaves the noZZle, provid 
ing jet forces and revolving impulse to the projectile. 

[0033] Depending on the caliber of the projectile, more 
than one couple of grooves could be transformed to jet 
noZZles therefore bigger part of the revolving impulse Would 
be generated by jet forces rather than by the short ri?ed 
barrel. The proportion betWeen the part of the revolving 
impulse gained, according to both aspects of the present 
invention, depends on the purpose, caliber and other engi 
neering considerations. When the grooves are parallel to the 
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axis, there is no revolving impulse generated according to 
the ?rst aspect, therefore only the second aspect is to be 
applied. In this case at least one couple of opposite grooves 
is necessary to be transformed to jets. For big caliber 
projectiles the gain of revolving impulse upon the second 
aspect of the present invention can reach 100% and all 
grooves can be transferred into jets. As far as all of the 
grooves, according to ?rst and second aspects of the present 
invention, are insolated from direct friction With the barrel 
by dry lubricating layer, groove’s bottom surface could be 
used for identi?cation purposes. Traced shalloW lines similar 
to one used for barcode could be imposed on the bottom of 
the groove during manufacturing/assembly process. This 
Will alloW batch identi?cation and further backtracking of 
the used ammunition and its linking to the customer/in this 
case customer ID Would be required/. 

[0034] The use of the second aspect of the present inven 
tion leads to reduction of torque recoil and better lubrication 
of sliding ?tted projectile and barrel surfaces. It is clear to 
one skilled in the art, that each one of both aspects can be 
used separately or their effects can be combined together— 
each one contributing part of the ?nally gained revolving 
impulse. 

DRAWINGS 

[0035] Figures 
[0036] The embodiments of the smooth bore barrel system 
With self-spinning ammunition in accordance With the 
present invention Will be described herein after With the 
reference to the accompanying draWings: 

[0037] FIG. 1 is a cross-section of the breech part of the 
barrel With inserted and partially cut bottleneck cartridge 
case and side elevation of the ?tted into it projectile. 

[0038] FIG. 1-A is a cross-section of the cartridge case 
according to the ?rst aspect of the present invention. 

[0039] FIG. 1-B is a side elevation of generic projectile 
according to the ?rst aspect of the present invention. 

[0040] FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW from the rear of the 
cartridge case. 

[0041] FIG. 3 is a cross-section of the barrel With inserted 
partially cut cylindrically shaped cartridge case. 

[0042] FIG. 4 is a cross-section of the barrel and side 
elevation of the inserted partially telescoped cartridge case 
With ?tted congruently projectile. 

[0043] FIG. 5 is a cross-section of the barrel With inserted, 
partially cut, thin Wall, bottleneck cartridge case With roW of 
blistered moons staying for lends and side elevation of the 
?tted projectile. 

[0044] FIG. 5-A is partially cut bottleneck cartridge case 
With inserted partially telescoped projectile and very short 
ri?ed part formed by indentations or teeth at the end of the 
neck. 

[0045] FIG. 6 is a cross-section of smooth bore barrel part 
With side elevation of ?tted projectile having grooves 
eXtended into jets according to the second aspect of the 
present invention. 

[0046] FIG. 6-A is a cross-section of the front portion of 
the cartridge case With assembled projectile according to the 
second aspect of the present invention. 
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[0047] FIG. 6-B is a cross-section of the smooth bore 
barrel With inserted projectile cut through line A-A as shoWn 
on FIG. 6 

[0048] FIG. 7 is a perspective vieW of the cross-section of 
the breech part of the barrel With round assembly loaded into 
the barrel. 

[0049] FIG. 8 is a cross-section of the breech part of the 
barrel With inserted and partially cut cartridge With ?tted 
projectile having jet propulsion noZZles. 

REFERENCE NUMERALS 

[0050] 20. Barrel, smooth bore barrel 

[0051] 20A. Breech end of the barrel—cartridge case 
nest 

[0052] 20B. MuZZle end of the smooth bore barrel 

[0053] 30. Cartridge case 

[0054] 30A. Ri?ed section of the cartridge case—dis 
posable ri?ed barrel 

[0055] 30B. Rear portion of the cartridge case 

[0056] 30C. Propellant chamber 

[0057] 30D. Flukes covered star-shaped surface of the 
cartridge rear 

[0058] 32. Lends (ridges) on the ri?ed section of the 
cartridge case 

[0059] 34. Grooves on the ri?ed section of the cartridge 
case 

[0060] 34A. RoWs of blistered moons or indentations 
forming lends on the ri?ed section 

[0061] 40. Projectile 

[0062] 40A. Front ogival portion of the projectile 

[0063] 40B. Short front cylindrical portion of the pro 
jectile 

[0064] 40C. Long cylindrical grooved (ri?ed)portion of 
the projectile 

[0065] 40D. Rear portion of the projectile 

[0066] 42. Lends (ridges) on the cylindrical long por 
tion of the projectile 

[0067] 44. Grooves on the cylindrical long portion of 
the projectile optionally having the bottom surface 
marked With thin lines 

[0068] 46. NarroW channel—part of the eXtended 
through the short front cylindrical portion groove 
throat 

[0069] 48. Enlarging part of the narroW channel form 
ing a jet noZZle 

[0070] 49. Jet chamber formed betWeen the extension of 
the groove and the Wall of the barrel 

[0071] 50. Part of the breech-block. 

[0072] 50A. Flukes covered star-shaped surface of the 
breech-block 

[0073] 60. Propellant 

[0074] 70. Igniter 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0075] First Preferred Embodiment 

[0076] When seen on FIG. 1 the cross section of the 
cartridge case 30 seats in the nest 20A, Which is the breech 
part of the smooth bore barrel 20 and is closed and supported 
from its rear bottom part 30B by the breech-block part 50. 
The cartridge case 30, shoWn better on FIG. 1-A, that has an 
elongated section 30A have inside surface ri?ed With 
grooves 34 de?ning lends 32 therebetWeen. The diameter 
de?ned by the ri?ed grooves 34 is substantially the same as 
the inner bore of the barrel 20 on FIG. 1. The ri?ed section 
30A has a smooth bottle-neck transition to the propellant 
chamber 30C Which is closed from the rear by the Wall 
section 30B. This rear section has an annular opening Where 
is ?tted an igniter 70. The external rear Wall 30B has annular 
ring, Which is star-shaped Wreath of radialy situated ?ukes 
surrounding coaxialy the igniter 70, better shoWn on FIG. 2 
and discussed further. 

[0077] The ri?ed section 30A engages With close but 
sliding ?t the projectile 40, shoWn on FIG. l-B. The 
projectile 40 has one long cylindrical portion 40C Which 
surface is ri?ed With longitudinally grooves 44 de?ning 
lends 42 therebetWeen. The ri?ed portion starts from the rear 
preferably ogival portion of the projectile 40D and ends 
adjacent to short not ri?ed portion 40B of the cylindrical part 
of the projectile. This frontal cylindrical portion 40B 
smoothly tapered to the front ogival portion of the projectile. 
The length of the grooved cylindrical portion 40C is pref 
erably 90-98% of the total cylindrical part of the projectile 
therefore the length of the non-grooved portion 40B is 
preferably 2-10%. The ri?ed outer cylindrical portion 40C of 
the projectile 40, shoWn separately on FIG. l-B, is engaged 
congruently With ri?ed section 30A of the cartridge 30, 
shoWn separately on FIG. 1-A. The front part of the pro 
jectile 40, including the ogival tapered nose section 40A and 
the portion 40B of the projectile, are inserted and ?tted With 
sliding ?t into the smooth bore of the barrel 20, shoWn on 
FIG. 1. 

[0078] A hard or semi-hard lubricant based on molybde 
num sul?de or graphite, not shoWn on the draWings, is used 
to lubricate both ri?ed surfaces of contact and to provide 
Watertight seal for the propellant in the propellant chamber 
30C of the cartridge 30. The rear section 30B of the cartridge 
case 30 has a concentric ring of radial star-shaped triangle 
prisms or ?ukes 30D coaxial to the igniter 70 situated 
centrally on the rear Wall. This concentric ring has its ?utes 
engaged congruently With a Wreath of the same type of 
?ukes covering surface on the breech-block 50. 

[0079] Operation of the First Preferred Embodiment 

[0080] As shoWn on FIG. 1 etc. When ?red, the propellant 
60 is developing in very short time high temperature and 
high pressure gases, Which are pushing the projectile 40 
forWard into the smooth bore barrel 20. The ri?ed bore barrel 
section 30A of the cartridge 30 is revolving the projectile 40 
by the means of the ?tted ri?ed surfaces on 30A and 40C. 
The axial velocity of the projectile increases from Zero to 
some medium value and the projectile is developing its full 
spin during the initial acceleration along ri?ed bore barrel 
section. 

[0081] When the breech load is ?red, the projectile 40 
receives an axial impulse toWards the ballistic trajectory. 
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The same impulse With the opposite direction receives the 
cartridge case 30 and transfers this impulse through the 
breech to the entire Weapon as a recoil impulse. The recoil 
impulse is reversely proportional to the accelerated mass, 
Which is the mass of the Weapon. During the acceleration 
doWn the ri?ed section 30A, the projectile 40 receives its full 
revolving impulse. The same revolving impulse With the 
opposite direction receives the cartridge 30 and this impulse 
acts as a torque to the cartridge. To transfer this torque to the 
entire mass of the Weapon and not to alloW the cartridge to 
rotate around its axes, the bottom of the cartridge 30 is 
designed With means to engage the breech-block and this 
Way to transfer the torque. It is preferred in this embodiment 
to have the rear section 30B of the cartridge 30 covered With 
star-shaped triangle prisms or ?ukes 30D, shoWn better on 
FIG. 2. 

[0082] When the breech-block closes the bridge, the ?ukes 
30D are congruently engaged to the same type of surface 
50A on the closing part of the breech 50 on FIG. 1. As the 
axial recoil impulse pressuriZes the cartridge case 30 to the 
breech 50, the revolving impulse-torque is easily transferred 
by engaged surfaces 30D and 50A to the breech and thus to 
the entire mass of the Weapon. Part of the torque is trans 
ferred to the mass of the Weapon by the friction of the Walls 
of the cartridge, temporarily expanded by the high pressur 
iZed gases, With the Walls of the breech nest 20 A. 

[0083] In a conventional ri?ed barrel Weapon, there is 
alWays bi-directional recoil With tendency to tWist the 
Weapon along the barrel axes, especially When ?red auto 
matically. As far as the direction of the revolving impulse 
depends on the direction of the grooves, a line of “left” and 
“right” spinning cartridges can be easily arranged in the 
magaZine or the belt for machine gun Weapons, to reduce or 
eliminate the revolving part of the recoil impulses. 

[0084] The embodiment shoWn on FIG. 1 and FIG. 2 
represents a conventional “bottle neck” concept of cartridge 
having the diameter of the cartridge case 30 substantially 
larger than the diameter of the “bottle neck”30A, Which in 
this embodiment serves as a short ri?ed barrel. The “bottle 
neck” concept has technological advantage in manufactur 
ing Where the material used to fabricate propellant chamber 
30C is pressed and rolled to smaller diameter of the ri?ed 
barrel 30A forming lends and grooves. The means of igni 
tion 70 and propellant 60 are not different from those of 
conventionally used. The rear section 40B of the projectile 
40 facing the breech, preferably has ogival shape and 
extends deeper into the propellant chamber 30C. The pur 
pose of this ogival shape is to provide better distribution of 
the fast expanding propellant gases into the grooves 44 
during the internal ballistic and to complete the projectile 
streamline during the external ballistic therefore contribut 
ing positively for the longest range. The rear section 40D 
could be shaped also conventionally upon some constructive 
considerations, especially in ammunition for small arms as 
shoWn on FIG. 5-A and FIG. 7. The grooves 44 may have 
their bottom surface marked With ?ne longitudinal lines in 
consequence similar to those on the barcode. This lined 
surface can be linked to and represent particular batch 
number as far as it is permanent and doesn’t changes by Wall 
friction. 

[0085] On FIG. 2 is shoWn the pattern With the ?ukes 30D 
on the rear section 30B of the cartridge 30. The radialy 
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directed ?ukes are forming concentric ring around the 
igniter surface 70. The ?ukes 30D are engaged congruently 
by the same type of ?ukes 50A on the surface of the 
breech-block 50 shown on FIG. 1. 

[0086] Additional Variant of First Preferred Embodiment 

[0087] Another preferred embodiment shoWn on FIG. 3 
depicts the cartridge case 30 having the main inner diameter 
of the propellant chamber 30C substantially close to the 
diameter of the grooved section 30A. The diameter of the 
grooved section 30A is substantially close to this of the bore 
of the barrel 20. The diameter of the congruently engaged 
lends 42 of the projectile as Well as the diameter of the 
non-grooved front cylindrical part 40B is substantially the 
same, With a little negative tolerance insuring sliding ?t With 
the diameter of the smooth bore barrel. The entire cartridge 
case 30 has a slightly conicaly tapered surface With toler 
ances accepted as normal in any conventional cartridge of 
similar type for easier discharge. This embodiment is con 
venient for small arms, automatic Weapons and sportive 
guns. 

[0088] Second Preferred Embodiment 

[0089] The preferred embodiment shoWn on FIG. 4 rep 
resent yet another disclosure, Which pertain to the ammu 
nition type usually referred as telescoped one. The principal 
difference With already discussed embodiments on FIG. 1 
and FIG. 2 is that the ri?ed section 30A of the cartridge case 
30 is inverted into the propellant chamber 30C and sur 
rounded With propellant 60. This change results into shorter 
ammunition round With compact shape, more convenient for 
automatic Weapons. 

[0090] Operation of Second Preferred Embodiment 

[0091] When ?red, the propellant 60 developed high pres 
sure over the comparably thin ri?ed section 30A thereby 
providing full lateral support to this section during the ?rst 
phase of acceleration of the projectile. The grooved part of 
the projectile 40 is engaged in the ri?ed section 30A and 
only non-grooved cylindrical portion 40B of the projectile is 
eXtended into the smooth bore barrel 20. This embodiment 
has a signi?cant advantage When shorter total length is 
necessary. InWard reversed short ri?ed section 30A practi 
cally has not mechanical enlargement upon the pressure of 
the propellant gases and this Way avoids mechanical inter 
action betWeen the outer surface of the short ri?ed barrel and 
the surrounding part of the smooth barrel 20. 

[0092] Third Preferred Embodiment 

[0093] FIG. 5 represents another embodiment With bottle 
neck close to this on FIG. 1 but With shorter ri?ed section 
30A. The lends of the inner part of the cartridge case 30, 
compare to ?rst and second embodiments, are replaced by 
roWs of blistered moons 34A ?tted into the grooves 44 of the 
projectile and sealed With lubricant. The high of the blisters 
is equal or slightly bigger than the correspondent high of the 
lends in conventional ri?ed barrel. The lubricant ?lls com 
pletely the space surrounding blisters 34A in the grooves 44. 
The moving forWard projectile 40 is very Well lubricated 
during the ?rst phase of acceleration. After leaving the 
cartridge 30, the projectile has its grooves 44 open and 
immediately ?lled by the hot high-temperature gases Which 
provides lateral support to the projectile Walls and gas 
lubrication along the barrel 20. Manufacturing ammunition 
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upon presented embodiment is technologically easy and 
inexpensive. The use of blisters instead of fully shaped lends 
alloWs a thinner cartridge material to be used Without loss of 
mechanical properties. 

[0094] Additional Variant of Third Preferred Embodiment 

[0095] FIG. 5-A shoWs another embodiment of the 
present invention Where the ri?ed section 30A is reduced by 
length to only short ruling indentations 34A on the inner 
surface of this section, Which are engaged in the grooves 44 
of the projectile. The projectile 40 has its grooved portion 
40C entirely telescoped into the propellant chamber 30C. 
Moving forWard the projectile slides its grooves along the 
indentations 34A and spins around its aXis. This embodiment 
is convenient for small caliber rounds, providing the pro 
jectile With speed little over or less than 1 M (sound 
velocity). 
[0096] Fourth Preferred Embodiment 

[0097] Another preferred embodiment completely repre 
senting the ?rst and the second aspects of the present 
invention is shoWn on FIG. 6, FIG. 6-A FIG. 6-B, FIG. 7 
and Fig. 8. One or more couples of the opposite grooves 44 
on the surface of the projectile 40 tapered to narroW channels 
46. Those channels change its direction from one parallel to 
the general aXis of the projectile 40 and barrel 20 to direction 
opposite of the revolving impulse. The narroW channels 46 
gradually tapered to Wider channels 48 serving as noZZles. 
The noZZles 48 and barrel Wall 20 form jet-chambers 49. The 
noZZles 48 in the preferred embodiment shoWn on FIG. 6-A 
are enclosed into the neck portion 30A of the cartridge 30. 

[0098] Operation of Fourth Preferred Embodiment 

[0099] When the propellant 60 is ?red, the projectile 40 
moves forWard receiving revolving impulse during the ?rst 
phase of acceleration as explained heretofore. After leaving 
the case 30 the hot gases ?ll immediately grooves 44 and 
through the narroW throat 46 get eXpanded into noZZles 48 
Which are forming jet chambers 49 With barrel Wall 20, 
shoWn on FIG. 6. The couple or more of opposite jet 
chambers creates jet forces directed to spin the projectile 
around its aXis. Part of those forces is inclined toWard the 
direction of acceleration of the projectile, but the resultant 
forces are those revolving the projectile. As far as a small 
amount of the total energy developed by the propellant— 
0.15 to 0.5% is engaged to create revolving impulse, the 
amount of energy lost, as part of dragging force toWard the 
moving projectile, is insuf?cient. The developed jet forces 
are proportional to the velocity and the mass of the gas ?oW 
through the jets. If at least one couple opposite grooves is 
acting as jets, a couple of jet forces are revolving the 
projectile around its main aXis. It has to be emphasiZed that 
the couple of jet forces Will revolve the projectile even in 
case Where the grooves are parallel to the main aXis and no 
spin is generated during the ?rst phase of acceleration. 
Therefore both of the described heretofore aspects of the 
present invention Will provide the projectile 40 With spin 
independently or by mutual interaction. The contribution of 
each aspect to the ?nally gained revolving impulse depends 
upon engineering consideration coming With the purpose 
and a caliber of the Weapon and ammunition. The quantity 
of the gases used to rotate the projectile is proportional but 
alWays much less comparing to that necessary to produce the 
same revolving impulse by engraving, dragging and dry 
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friction along the barrel. Big advantage of the second aspect 
of the present invention shoWn in this embodiment is the 
signi?cant drop of the revolving part of the total recoil 
impulse. This drop is directly proportional to the part of the 
revolving impulse gained by pairs of jet forces. In the 
embodiment shoWn on FIG. 8 the grooves are parallel to the 
main barrel and projectile axis, and couples of jet forces are 
the only source of revolving impulse. In this embodiment 
there Will not be any revolving part of the recoil impulse, 
therefore any torque at all. 

[0100] FIG. 6-B depicts one preferred shape of the groves 
44 and lends 42 tending to distribute better the hot gases 
around the projectile therefore to provide better gas lubri 
cation. 

[0101] In FIGS. 1,3,4,6,7 and 8 depicting assembly of the 
system upon present invention is clearly shoWn that the 
cartridge case nest 20A in the breech part of the barrel 20 has 
alWays bigger diameter compare to the smooth bore. The 
smooth bore portion of the barrel 20 begins from the end of 
the nest 20A. 

[0102] Conclusions 

[0103] The present invention provides extremely impor 
tant features concerning technology of the manufacturing of 
the Weapon—smooth bore barrel is much easier to manu 
facture With great accuracy and precision, compare to ri?ed 
bore. The ammunition is manufactured using same equip 
ment With slightly different tooling. There is no process of 
manufacturing in-situ (pressing and engraving in the Weap 
on’s barrel), Which is one of the main draWbacks of the ri?ed 
barrel Weapon. 

[0104] The folloWing features shoW many advantages of 
using the system upon the present invention: 

[0105] The dry friction along the barrel is completely 
exchanged by gas lubrication and semidry lubrica 
tion therefore eliminating heat generation and fast 
barrel Wearing; 

[0106] The total amount of the propellant is used for 
acceleration of the projectile and automatic recharge 
of the Weapon; 

[0107] The muZZle velocity is higher Which results in 
signi?cantly longer range, because the range is pro 
portional to the square of the muZZle velocity; 

[0108] The ratio payload/structural mass is consider 
ably improved, based on high pressure gas lateral 
support and use of thinner projectile Walls; 

[0109] The total Weight of the ammunition necessary 
for the same mission is greatly reduced; 

[0110] The self spinning ammunition in combination 
With compact telescoped shape is exceptionally con 
venient for automatic Weapons; 

[0111] The recoil impulse is reduced signi?cantly and 
tWisting component of the recoil impulse could be 
totally eliminated; 

[0112] There is easy Way to mark the batch number 
on the projectile of the ammunition, therefore to 
backtrack the ammunition to the Weapon and the user 
if necessary. 
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[0113] As far as the objective of the present invention 
is to provide variety of barrel-type Weapons, Which 
have means to rotate and stabiliZe the projectile in 
?y, the shoWn preferred embodiments serve as 
highly effective alternative to many types contem 
porary Weapons. 

What We claim is: 
1. A gun barrel, projectile round and breech block system 

comprising: 
Smooth central bore tube section (20) de?ning a muZZle 

end (20B) and a breech end (20A) With a breech-block 
(50) and a projectile round loaded in said breech end 
and secured With said breech-block, said projectile 
round consisting of a cartridge case (30) With rear part 
(30B) having means (30D) engaged mechanically With 
means (50A) on said breech-block and securing said 
cartridge case from rotation around its axes, said car 
tridge case having a propellant chamber (30C) 
extended to a neck section (30A) With ri?ed inside 
surface de?ning grooves (34) and lends (32) therebe 
tWeen and a projectile (40) having a short cylindrical 
portion (40B) With substantially the same diameter as 
said ri?ed inside neck section, Which is adjacent to a 
long cylindrical portion (40C) covered With groves (44) 
and lends (42) With predetermined dimensions to be 
engaged congruently With the corresponding grooves 
(34) and lends (32) of said ri?ed section of said 
cartridge case, said cylindrical portion adjacent to the 
rear portion (40D) of the projectile and said short 
cylindrical portion extended into said smooth bore 
barrel and having very close but smaller diameter and 
sliding ?t With said barrel, and said projectile having 
ogival shaped front portion (40A) adjacent With smooth 
transition to said small cylindrical portion and said 
cylindrical portion tapered to said rear portion Which is 
inserted from said neck into said propellant chamber 

2. A gun barrel projectile round and breech-block system 
as set in claim 1, Where the diameter of said neck ri?ed 
section of said cartridge case is substantially smaller than the 
diameter of said propellant chamber therefore said neck is 
forming a bottle-neck shaped cartridge and said gun barrel 
having said breech end With a nest (20A) to accommodate 
With close ?t said bottle-neck cartridge case and projectile 
portions (40A) and (40B) prolapsed from said cartridge case 
into said smooth bore barrel. 

3. A gun barrel projectile round and breech-block system 
as set in claim 1 Where the inner diameter of said cartridge 
case and said propellant chamber is substantially the same as 
the diameter of said grooves of said ri?ed neck portion, and 
said breech side of said smooth bore barrel is slightly Wider 
With said nest to accommodate by close ?t said cartridge 
case and having said nest slightly tapered from said breech 
end to said muZZle shaped this Way to assure easy discharge 
of said cartridge case. 

4. A gun barrel projectile round and breech-block system 
as set in claim 1, Where said ri?ed neck portion of the said 
cartridge case have a substantially smaller diameter compare 
to the inner diameter of said propellant chamber and said 
ri?ed inside neck section is inverted into said propellant 
chamber forming annular space around said ri?ed neck and 
said ri?ed section of said cylindrical portion of said projec 
tile is engaged congruently by sliding ?t With said neck ri?ed 
section of the said cartridge and said projectile having said 
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relatively short non ri?ed cylindrical portion extended into 
said smooth bore barrel, and said breech portion of the 
smooth bore barrel has said nest to accommodate With close 
?t said cartridge case With substantially cylindrical shape but 
slightly tapered from said breech end to said muZZle end, 
and said neck having a smooth bottle-neck transition to the 
said propellant chamber of said cartridge case. 

5. Aprojectile round as set forth in claims 1,2,3,4 Where 
the pitch of the said ri?ed neck section of said cartridge and 
said ri?ed cylindrical portion of said projectile have more 
severe acclivity compare to normally striated barrel of the 
conventional Weapon With similar caliber. 

6. Aprojectile round as set forth in claims 1,2,3,4,5 Where 
said rear portion of said cartridge case adjacent to said 
breech-block have said means (30D) as ?ukes covering 
star-shaped annulus engaged congruently With opposite 
annulus (50A) of star-shaped ?ukes circumferal and coaxial 
to the igniter (70) of said breech-block and this Way said 
cartridge case secured from rotation When said breech block 
locked said cartridge into said nest. 

7. A projectile round as set forth in claims 1 to 6 Where 
said congruently engaged grooved surfaces of the said neck 
and said projectile are Water/gas sealed by dry, semidry or 
paste-like lubricant. 

8. Aprojectile round as set forth in claims 1 to 7 Where the 
dry or semidry lubricant is graphite, molybdenum sul?de, 
their mix or similar dry lubricant or paste-like material. 

9. A projectile round as set forth in claims 1 to 8 Where 
said lends on the said neck section of said cartridge case are 
formed as roWs of blistered indentures (34A) having Width 
substantially equal to the Width of the congruently engaged 
grooves on said cylindrical portion of the said projectile and 
the space therebetWeen is ?lled and sealed With said dry or 
semidry lubricant. 

10. A gun barrel projectile round and breech-block system 
as set forth in claims 1 to 9 Where said rear portion of the 
said projectile is extended deeper into said propellant cham 
ber tapered from cylindrical to conical or ogival shape. 

11. Aprojectile round as set forth in claims 1 to 10 Where 
the structural thickness of the Walls of said cylindrical ri?ed 
part of the projectile is at least tWice thinner compare to the 
similar caliber conventional projectile When engineered 
from the same material and thus proportionally increasing 
the useful payload volume and Weight. 

12. A gun barrel, projectile round and breech-block sys 
tem comprising: 
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Smooth central bore tube section (20) de?ning a muZZle 
end (20B) and a breech end (20A) With a breech-block 
(50) and a projectile round loaded in said breech end 
and secured With said breech-block, said projectile 
round consisting of a cartridge case (30) having a 
propellant chamber (30C) extended to a neck section 
(30A) With ri?ed inside surface de?ning grooves (34) 
and lends (32) therebetWeen and a projectile (40) 
having a short front cylindrical portion (40B) With 
substantially the same diameter as said ri?ed inside 
neck section, said short portion adjacent to a long 
cylindrical portion (40C) covered With grooves (44) 
and lends (42) With predetermined dimensions to be 
engaged congruently With the corresponding grooves 
(34) and lends (32) of said ri?ed section and said 
projectile having at least one couple of substantially 
opposite grooves (44) extended into narroW channels 
(46) through said substantially short non-ri?ed front 
said cylindrical portion of said projectile and said 
channels changed their direction to one opposite to the 
direction of rotation of said projectile and said narroW 
channels extended further tapering to enlarge their 
Width forming jet noZZles (48) and said noZZles 
enlarged With a smoothly transits to said front ogival 
shape of said projectile forming jet chambers (49) and 
said jet noZZles and jet chambers providing a pair(s) of 
jet forces spinning the projectile during the acceleration 
doWn the barrel in the second phase of internal ballistic 
When propellant (60) is ?red. 

13. A projectile as set in claim 12 Where all groves and 
lands are parallel to the main axes of said projectile and said 
barrel. 

14. Aprojectile as set in claim 12 Where all grooves and 
lends are helical around the main axes of said projectile and 
said barrel. 

15. Aprojectile as set forth in claims 1 to 13 Where said 
groves have their bottom surface are marked With thin 
longitudinal lines in predetermined consequence pertaining 
to and representing the identi?cation of every batch number. 

16. A gun barrel, projectile round and breech-block sys 
tem as set in claims 1 to 14 Where in the Weapon’s magaZine 
every second round has direction of rotation substantially 
opposite to the previous one. 


