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(57) ABSTRACT 

Data processing apparatus comprises an array of user 
operable controls; proximity sensing apparatus associated 
With the controls for detecting Whether a user’s hand is 
Within a predetermined distance of one or more of the 
controls; a display screen for displaying respective screen 
icons associated With the controls; and a display processor, 
responsive to a detection that a user’s hand is Within the 
predetermined distance of one of the controls, for altering 
the screen icon associated With that control. 
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DATA PROCESSING 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] This invention relates to data processing. 

[0003] 2. Description of the Prior Art 

[0004] Data processing apparatus including display 
screens (e.g. PC computers) are generally controlled by 
external control devices such as keyboards, mice etc. 

[0005] If the user Wishes to concentrate on data displayed 
on the screen, it is dif?cult to look at the control devices 
While the user is operating such devices. 

[0006] One solution is to make the control devices in a 
predetermined con?guration, such as that used for standard 
“QWERTY” keyboards. This then alloWs touch typing to be 
learned. HoWever, learning the layout of a complicated 
control device can be time-consuming and dif?cult. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0007] This invention provides data processing apparatus 
comprising: 

[0008] an array of user-operable controls; 

[0009] proximity sensing apparatus associated With 
the controls for detecting Whether a user’s hand is 
Within a predetermined distance of one or more of 

the controls; 

[0010] a display screen for displaying respective 
screen icons associated With the controls; and 

[0011] a display processor, responsive to a detection 
that a user’s hand is Within the predetermined dis 
tance of one of the controls, for altering the screen 
icon associated With that control. 

[0012] The invention provides proximity sensing appara 
tus associated With the control devices, so that When a user’s 
hand is detected to be near to a control device, an associated 
screen icon changes to indicate this fact. The technique is 
especially useful Where a large array of controls is used, as 
it avoids the need for the user to learn the control con?gu 
ration by touch (Which may not be possible in any event) or 
to look at the controls While using them. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0013] The above and other objects, features and advan 
tages of the invention Will be apparent from the folloWing 
detailed description of illustrative embodiments Which is to 
be read in connection With the accompanying draWings, in 
Which: 

[0014] 
console; 

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates an audio miXing 

[0015] FIG. 2 schematically illustrates a digital signal 
processor forming part of the audio miXing console of FIG. 
1; 

[0016] FIG. 3 schematically illustrates a control computer 
forming part of the audio miXing console of FIG. 1; 
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[0017] FIG. 4 schematically illustrates the display on a 
display screen forming part of the audio miXing console of 
FIG. 1; 

[0018] FIG. 5 schematically illustrates a fader panel form 
ing part of the audio miXing console of FIG. 1; 

[0019] FIGS. 6A and 6B schematically illustrate a chan 
nel strip; 

[0020] FIG. 7 schematically illustrates a proximity and 
touch display; 

[0021] FIGS. 8A and 8B schematically illustrate a screen 
pop-up display; 

[0022] FIGS. 9 and 10 schematically illustrate circuitry 
Within the fader panel of FIG. 5; 

[0023] FIG. 11 schematically illustrates the format of a 
data Word transmitted by the fader panel to the control 
computer; 

[0024] FIG. 12 is a How chart summarising the operation 
of the control computer; 

[0025] FIG. 13 is a How chart illustrating the processing 
of a serial message; 

[0026] 
[0027] FIG. 15 is a How chart illustrating processing of a 
touch screen event. 

FIG. 14 schematically illustrates a colour map; and 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0028] FIG. 1 schematically illustrates an audio miXing 
console comprising a touch-sensitive display screen 10, a 
control computer 20, a touch-fader panel 30, a slave display 
screen 40 and a signal processor 50. 

[0029] The basic operation of the audio miXing console is 
that the signal processor 50 receives audio signals, in 
analogue or digital form, and processes them according to 
parameters supplied by the control computer 20. The user 
can adjust the parameters generated by the control computer 
20 either by touching the display screen 10 or by operating 
the touch panel faders 30. Both of these modes of parameter 
adjustment Will be described in detail beloW. 

[0030] The slave screen 40 is provided to display various 
metering information such as audio signals levels at different 
points Within the miXing console. 

[0031] FIG. 2 schematically illustrates the digital signal 
processor 50. The digital signal processor 50 comprises a 
control processor 100 for controlling data and ?lter coef? 
cient ?oW Within the digital signal processor 50, an input/ 
output (I/O) buffer 110 for receiving parameter information 
and ?lter coefficients from the control computer 20 and for 
returning metering information back to the control computer 
20, a random access memory (RAM) 120 for storing current 
parameter data, a programmable DSP unit 130, an input 
analogue-to-digital converter 140 for converting input ana 
logue audio signals into digital audio signals (Where 
required) and an output digital-to-analogue converter 150 
for converting digital audio signals into output analogue 
audio signals (Where required). 
[0032] FIG. 3 schematically illustrates the structure of the 
control computer 20. The control computer 20 comprises a 
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central processor 200 connected to a communications bus 
210. Also connected to the communications bus are: an input 
buffer 220 for receiving data from the fader panel 30, a 
random access memory (RAM) 230, program storage 
memory 240, a BIOS colour map 250, a video card 260 
including a video card colour map, an input buffer 270 for 
receiving data from the digital signal processor 50 and an 
output buffer 280 for transmitting data to the digital signal 
processor 50. 

[0033] FIG. 4 schematically illustrates the display on the 
touch-sensitive display screen 10. 

[0034] Running vertically on each side of the display are 
tWo groups of ten channel strips 300, laid out in an arrange 
ment similar to the physical layout of a conventional (hard 
Ware) audio mixing console. Each channel strip is identical 
to the others (apart from adjustments Which are made by the 
user to the various parameters de?ned thereby) and the 
channel strips Will be described With reference to FIGS. 6A 
and 6B beloW. 

[0035] In a central part of the display 310 is provided a 
main fader 320, routing and equalisation controls 330 and 
display meters 340. 

[0036] The channel strips include controls Which are 
adjustable by the user, along With visual indications of the 
current state of the controls (rather like a hardWare rotary 
potentiometer is adjustable by the user, With its current 
rotary position giving visual feedback of the current state of 
adjustment). This feature Will be shoWn in more detail in 
FIGS. 6A and 6B. Accordingly, as a parameter is adjusted 
by the user, the control computer 20 makes corresponding 
changes to the displayed value on the display screen 10, and 
also generates a replacement set of ?lter or control coeffi 
cients to control the corresponding processing operation 
carried out by the signal processor 50. 

[0037] The meters 340 provide simple level indications 
for, for example, left and right channels output by the DSP 
130. (In the case, the level information is transmitted from 
the DSP 130, via the control processor 100 and the I/O buffer 
110, to the input buffer 270 of the control computer.) FIG. 
5 schematically illustrates the fader panel 30. 

[0038] The fader panel 30 is primarily a substantially 
linear array of elongate touch-sensors. The touch-sensors 
Will be described in more detail beloW, but brie?y they are 
arranged to output three pieces of information to the control 
computer: 

[0039] (a) Whether the sensor is touched at any posi 
tion along its length; 

[0040] (b) the position along the length of the fader at 
Which it is touched; 

[0041] (c) a signal indicating the proximity of a 
user’s hand to the sensor. 

[0042] Suitable sensors are described in WO 95/31817. 

[0043] The fader panel comprises one such sensor 350 for 
each channel strip on the display screen, plus an extra sensor 
corresponding to the main fader control 320 on the display 
screen. 

[0044] The current level or state of a parameter control is 
thus shoWn on the screen. The touch-screen and fader 
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touch-sensors can be used to adjust that current level in 
either direction, but this is only a relative adjustment form 
the current level. In other Words, a particular ?nger position 
on a fader touch-sensor is not mapped to a particular gain 
value for the corresponding channel, but instead ?nger 
movements on a touch-sensor are mapped to adjustments up 
or doWn in the gain value. 

[0045] So, When an adjustment is to be made via the fader 
panel, the user touches the appropriate fader touch-sensor 
(for the particular channel or the main fader to be adjusted). 
The user then moves his ?nger up or doWn that touch-sensor. 
Whatever linear position along the sensor the user’s ?nger 
starts at, the adjustment is made With respect to the current 
level of the gain control represented by that fader. 

[0046] FIGS. 6A and 6B taken together illustrate a chan 
nel strip. 

[0047] The channel strip is a schematic illustration on the 
display screen of a number of audio processing controls and 
devices Which can be placed in the signal processing path for 
each of the channels. From the top of FIG. 6A, there is an 
input preampli?er, a variable delay control, a high-pass 
?lter, tWo band-splitting ?lters, three controls relating to 
output feeds from the channel, a so-called panpot, a channel 
label, and a channel fader. For all of the controls shoWn in 
FIG. 6A, i.e. those Which process different attributes of the 
audio signal, the controls can be displayed either in bold or 
faint colour on the display screen. Where a control is 
displayed in bold colour, this indicates that the control is “in 
circuit”. Where a control is displayed in faint colour (so 
called “greyed out”), the control can still be adjusted but it 
is not currently in the audio circuit. 

[0048] As an example of the “greying out” feature, con 
sider the “delay” control at the second-to-top control posi 
tion in the channels strip (FIG. 6A). The delay can be set to 
values betWeen, say, 0 milliseconds (mS) and 1000 mS 
Whether or not the delay processor is in the audio circuit, but 
the delay period is applied to the audio signal only if the 
delay processor is in circuit. 

[0049] The channel strip of FIGS. 6A and 6B also illus 
trates hoW a visual feedback of a current control setting is 
given to the user. All of the controls except for the channel 
fader have an associated numerical value giving their current 
setting (eg 60 HZ for a ?lter centre frequency, 0.0 dB for a 
gain), as Well as a semicircle With a pointer schematically 
illustrating the current setting With respect to the available 
range of settings in a manner similar to the hand of a clock 
from a loWest possible value (pointer horiZontal and to the 
left) to a highest possible value (pointer horiZontal and to the 
right). So, for the centre frequency of upper the band 
splitting ?lter in FIG. 6A, the pointer is a third of the Way 
around the semicircle, indicating that the current value of 60 
HZ is nearer to the loWer extreme than to the higher extreme. 
The scales used to map current settings to rotary positions on 
the semicircles need not be linear, but could be logarithmic 
or otherWise. 

[0050] FIG. 7 schematically illustrates the Way in Which 
proximity and touch is displayed on the display screen With 
regard to the faders. 

[0051] When one of the sensors on the fader panel 30 is 
touched, the corresponding fader display on the display 
screen (in this example, a particular fader 400) is coloured 
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in a contrasting colour to the rest of the screen—e.g. red. 
This shows that that particular fader is currently being 
touched and so is open to adjustment. 

[0052] Similarly, When the user’s hand is near to one of the 
faders (as detected by the proximity detector—see above), 
that fader is coloured in one of several shades of a further 
contrasting colour, for example getting more saturated as the 
user’s hand gets closer to that fader touch-sensor. Examples 
are shoWn as faders 410 in FIG. 7. 

[0053] This system alloWs the user to track his hands 
across the fader panel 30 Without having to look doWn at the 
fader panel itself, since he can see the proximity of his hands 
to different faders on the screen. Furthermore, because 
several degrees of proximity are available for display, it is 
possible to Work out the location of the user’s hand from the 
distribution of the different colours representing different 
degrees of proximity. 
[0054] FIGS. 8A and 8B schematically illustrate a so 
called screen pop-up display. 

[0055] FIG. 8A illustrates a part of the display screen 
illustrated in FIG. 4, in particular a short vertical section of 
three channel strips. If one of the controls on the channel 
strips is touched on the screen (Which is a touch-sensitive 
screen), the screen detects the position of the touch. This 
position is translated by the control computer (using a 
look-up table—not shoWn) into the identi?cation of the 
corresponding control in one of the channel strips. Apup-up 
display, including that control, is shoWn and the control can 
be adjusted using icons on the pop-up display. 

[0056] For example if the delay control 420 in FIG. 8A is 
touched, a corresponding “pop-up” display appears and 
remains displayed until the user selects another control for 
adjustment or a time delay since the pop-up Was touched 
expires. This is illustrated in FIG. 8B. 

[0057] The pop-up display includes the icon representing 
the control Which Was touched, shoWn in FIG. 8B as the 
icon 430, but to clarify that this control is under adjustment 
the icon is shifted diagonally doWnWards and to the right by 
a feW (e.g. 1-10) pixels. The pop-up also includes the title of 
the channel and the channel number 440, together With a 
fader 450 alloWing the value of the particular control to be 
adjusted. 
[0058] TWo modes of adjustment are available to the user. 
In a ?rst mode, the user touches the control and keeps his 
?nger on the touch-sensitive screen. Once the pop-up has 
appeared, a vertical component of movement of the user’s 
?nger from the position at Which he ?rst touched the screen 
Will cause a corresponding movement of the schematic fader 
450 and a corresponding adjustment of the attribute con 
trolled by that control. 

[0059] In a further mode of operation, the user can touch 
and release a particular control Without moving the ?nger 
position betWeen touch and release. The pop-up then 
appears. The user can then touch the screen Within the 
pop-up and move his ?nger up or doWn to adjust the fader 
450. If the user touches a non-active area of the pop-up, the 
pop-up disappears. 

[0060] Again, adjustment is via a so-called “trim” mode, 
Whereby the adjustment is relative to a current setting of the 
control, Whatever position the user’s ?nger starts at on the 
screen. 
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[0061] FIGS. 9 and 10 schematically illustrate circuitry 
Within the fader panel 30. In FIG. 9, a particular fader sensor 
500 supplies three outputs to respective analogue-to-digital 
converters 510, 520, 530. These three outputs are: the 
analogue position at Which the fader has been touched (if it 
has indeed been touched), a proximity signal indicating the 
proximity of a user’s hand to the fader, and a touch status 
indicating Whether or not the fader has been touched. 

[0062] Digital equivalents of these signals are multiplexed 
together by a multiplexer 540, With an additional, ?xed, 
signal indicating the identity of the channel to Which the 
fader 500 relates. The multiplexed output of the multiplexer 
540 is a three byte serial data Word. 

[0063] All of the these data Words from the various 
channel faders are stored then in a previous value buffer 550 
(FIG. 10). Whenever a neW serial Word is received, it is 
compared by a compare-and-control logic circuit 560 With 
the previously buffered value. If a change is detected, the 
compare-and-control logic 560 causes an output circuit to 
transmit the three bytes representing the channel Which has 
changed to the control computer 20. 

[0064] So, a three byte Word is transmitted to the control 
computer 20 only When the status of the fader corresponding 
to that channel has changed. 

[0065] FIG. 11 schematically illustrates the format of a 
data Word transmitted by the fader panel to the control 
computer. Each byte 570 of the three byte data Word 
comprises a byte header 580 and a payload 590 carrying 
information about the channel. The byte header 580 for each 
byte identi?es Which of the three bytes in the serial Word is 
represented by the currently transmitted data. This enables 
the control computer 20 to detect When it has received all 
three bytes of a data Word. 

[0066] FIG. 12 is a How chart summariZing the operation 
of the control computer 20. 

[0067] The control computer 20 operates a repetitive loop, 
Which starts With a check of the input buffer 220 (at a step 
600). At a step 610, the contents of the input buffer are 
examined to see Whether a full three byte serial Word is 
present. If such a Word is present, the serial Word is 
processed at a step 620. The processing associated With step 
620 Will be described in more detail With reference to FIG. 
13 beloW. 

[0068] At a step 630, metering information is read from 
the signal processor 50 and the meters displayed on the 
display screen are redraWn. 

[0069] At a step 640, a detection is made as to Whether the 
touch screen has been touched or an existing touch has been 
removed or changed in position. If such a touch screen event 
is detected, the touch screen event is processed at a step 650. 
The processing associated With the step 650 Will be 
described in more detail beloW With reference to FIG. 15. 

[0070] Finally, if any attributes associated With signal 
processing operations have changed throughout the opera 
tion of the loop, the neW values are transmitted to the digital 
signal processor 50. 

[0071] FIG. 13 is a How chart illustrating the processing 
of a serial message. 



US 2002/0126156 A1 

[0072] At a step 700, a detection is made as to Whether the 
proximity or touch status of a channel has changed, ie is the 
channel touched Where it Was not touched before or has the 
proximity value changed. If the ansWer is yes, the colour 
map associated With particular areas of the fader correspond 
ing to that channel is changed at a step 710. This process Will 
be described in more detail With reference to FIG. 14. 

[0073] At a step 720, a detection is made as to Whether a 
double click action has taken place. In other Words, has the 
touch panel been touched, released, touched and released 
Within a predetermined period. If such an event is detected, 
a channel cut control is toggled at a step 730 and the process 
ends. The channel cut control sWitches on or off the output 
of that channel. By toggling the control, if the control is 
currently off it toggles on, and vice versa. 

[0074] If a double click event is not detected, a detection 
is made at a step 735 as to Whether the panel is currently 
touched. If the ansWer is yes, a further detection is made 740 
as to Whether the touch is a neW touch. This detection is 
made by examining a stored touch attribute from a previous 
operation of this How chart. 

[0075] If this is a neW touch, a so-called trim mode is 
initiated at a step 750. This involves storing the position 
along the fader at Which the neW touch has been made and 
mapping it to the current value of the gain parameter 
controlled by that fader. Thus, When (in subsequent opera 
tions of this How chart) the user’s hand might be moved up 
or doWn the fader, adjustment is made from the current gain 
attribute controlled by the fader. If this is not a neW touch, 
then at a step 760 an adjustment might have to be made to 
the gain attribute controlled by the fader, if the user’s ?nger 
has moved up or doWn the fader since the last operation of 
the How chart. 

[0076] Finally, the stored previous proximity touch status 
and level attributes are set to those detected during the 
current operation of the How chart at a step 770. 

[0077] FIG. 14 schematically illustrates a colour map. 

[0078] The colour map provides a mapping betWeen so 
called logical colours (indexed from 0 to 255) and values of 
red, green and blue for actual display on the screen. So, for 
example, the logical colour 1 is mapped to 60R,60G,60B for 
display. 
[0079] The R,G and B values are each adjustable betWeen 
0 and 255 (i.e. 8 bits) so the colour map de?nes a subset of 
256 of the 16.7 million combinations of R, G and B values. 

[0080] The control computer maintains tWo copies of the 
colour map. A ?rst copy, the so-called “BIOS” copy, is 
alterable by the control computer under program control. 
Alterations can then be copied across into the video card 
colour map Which is actually used to map logical colours 
onto display parameters for the display screen. 

[0081] In the present embodiment, areas of the screen such 
as each of the channel faders are assigned a different logical 
colour, even though the R, G and B values speci?ed by those 
logical colours may all be initially the same. When the 
display colour of an area is to be changed rapidly, for 
example When the touch or proximity status of a fader 
changes, then instead of redraWing the area using a standard 
but (in this context) relatively sloW Microsoft WindoWs 
redraW command, a simple change is made to the colour 
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map entry for the logical colour used for that particular area 
of the screen. This has almost instant effect on the actual 
displayed colour. 

[0082] As described above, the change is made ?rst to the 
BIOS colour map and then the change is propagated (using 
a standard command) to the video card colour map. 

[0083] FIG. 15 illustrates the processing relating to step 
650 of FIG. 12, namely the processing of a touch screen 
event. 

[0084] At a step 800, a check is made as to Whether the 
screen is currently or previously (i.e. at the last operation of 
the ?oWchart) touched. If the ansWer is yes, then processing 
proceeds to step 830. If the ansWer is no, then a check is 
made at a step 810 as to Whether a time delay has expired 
since the screen Was last touched. If not, the process ends. 
If so, then any open pop-ups are closed at a step 820 and the 
process ends. 

[0085] At step 830 a check is made as to Whether the 
current touch represents a neW adjustment. If so, processing 
proceeds to steps 840 and 850 Where any existing pop-ups 
are closed. At a step 860 a neW pop-up for the neW 
adjustment is opened, and at a step 870 a trim operation is 
initiated by mapping the current setting of the selected 
control to the current ?nger position, so that adjustments are 
made in a relative, rather than an absolute, manner as 
described above. The process then ends. 

[0086] If this is an existing adjustment, ie if the ?nger has 
not left the screen since the trim mode Was set up (on a 
previous operation of the How chart) then at a step 880 the 
current value of the control is altered (if the ?nger has 
moved) and the corresponding display Within the pop-up is 
altered at a step 890. 

[0087] In further embodiments of the invention, a detec 
tion (not shoWn) can be made of the average proximity value 
over those sensors detecting the proximity of a user’s hand. 
The sensitivity of the proximity measurement can be 
adjusted as a result of this detection. For example, if the 
average value is that of a very Weak detection (suggesting 
that the user’s hand is far aWay) then the sensitivity can be 
increased. 

[0088] Although illustrative embodiments of the invention 
have been described in detail herein With reference to the 
accompanying draWings, it is to be understood that the 
invention is not limited to those precise embodiments, and 
that various changes and modi?cations can be effected 
therein by one skilled in the art Without departing from the 
scope and spirit of the invention as de?ned by the appended 
claims. 

We claim: 

1. Data processing apparatus comprising: 

(i) an array of user-operable controls; 

(ii) proximity sensing apparatus associated With said 
controls for detecting Whether a user’s hand is Within a 
predetermined distance of one or more of said controls; 

(iii) a display screen for displaying respective screen 
icons associated With said controls; and 
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(iv) a display processor, responsive to a detection that a 
user’s hand is Within said predetermined distance of 
one of the controls, for altering said screen icon asso 
ciated With that control. 

2. Apparatus according to claim 2, the apparatus being 
audio processing apparatus and said array of controls relat 
ing at least in part to the control of audio processing 
parameters. 
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3. Apparatus according to claim 2, in Which the screen 
icon relating to a control displays, at least in part, an audio 
processing pararneter associated With that control. 

4. Apparatus according to claim 1, comprising means for 
varying the sensitivity of the proximity sensing apparatus in 
dependence on an average sensed proXirnity level. 


