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(57) ABSTRACT 

A presentation apparatus for artWork comprising a one 
piece, die-cut folder construction of cardboard or other 

( * ) Notice; This is a publication of a Continued pros- suitable material. The apparatus comprises a back section 
ecution application (CPA) ?led under 37 containing artWork and one or more side panels Which 
CFR 1_53(d)_ suitably fold over the back section. The one or more side 

panels contain die-cut WindoWs covered With acetate sheets 
(21) Appl, No; 09/327,154 or cels for viewing the artWork on the back section and may 

also contain artWork or images providing a three-dimen 
(22) Filed: Jun. 7, 1999 sional effect for the images or artWork. 
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PRESENTATION APPARATUS FOR ARTWORK 

[0001] The present invention relates to a presentation 
apparatus for artwork and, more speci?cally, a presentation 
apparatus for three-dimensional artWork including greeting 
cards. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Artwork can be displayed in many different Ways 
and many different styles. One type of knoWn artWork 
display is for three-dimensional artWork. This type of art 
Work is typically presented by providing multiple layers of 
transparencies each containing a distinct image. When the 
images are combined, they produce a multi-layered, three 
dimensional display. HoWever, three-dimensional artWork 
has the disadvantage of being expensive to present in that 
such artWork typically requires a special frame and can be 
extremely time consuming to assemble due to intricate 
telescoping members, etc. 

[0003] US. Pat. No. 5,367,801 issued to Ahn discloses a 
multi-layered, three-dimensional display comprising three 
image layers Which are spaced apart inside a rigid frame 
construction. 

[0004] US. Pat. No. 4,438,579 issued to Engel discloses a 
three-dimensional picture With interchangeable scenes com 
prising three overlapping and telescoping images Which are 
frictionally held Within a rigid frame. The frame is provided 
With a dust cover. 

[0005] US. Pat. No. 3,787,992 issued to Leonhardt dis 
closes a dimensional picture frame comprising a boX-like 
frame structure telescopingly surrounding a picture-mount 
ing means to produce a multi-dimensional picture having a 
depth dimension thereto. 

[0006] US. Pat. No. 3,014,302 issued to Hughes discloses 
an abstract art device comprising a plurality of transparent 
members each containing an image and being nested in a 
frame having a stepped inner Wall, each step receiving the 
subsequent transparent sheet. 

[0007] US. Pat. No. 2,565,553 issued to Foley discloses a 
three-dimensional picture frame comprising a plurality of 
concave picture sheets displayed in a boX-like housing, one 
behind another. 

[0008] US. Pat. No. 3,314,180 issued to Porter discloses 
a three-dimensional picture assembly comprising a rigid 
frame in Which a plurality of opaque sheets are sequentially 
arranged and having spacers therebetWeen. Each opaque 
sheet contains partial images Which combine to form a 
three-dimensional image. 

[0009] Such examples of prior art three-dimensional dis 
play apparatus have the disadvantage that they are not only 
costly due to rigid and intricate frames, but also time 
consuming to assemble due to various telescoping members 
and intricate designs. 

[0010] US. Pat. No. 4,033,060 issued to LaWrence dis 
closes a picture frame construction comprising a picture 
being sandWiched betWeen a front frame and a back frame 
Which includes elements for spacing the frame from a Wall. 
A backing element is used in cooperation With the back 
frame. The picture frame construction, once assembled, can 
then be hung on a Wall or inserted into a boX-like housing 
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structure. The LaWrence patent is time consuming to 
assemble and only discloses use for a single picture image. 

[0011] US. Pat. No. 2,991,578 issued to Messina dis 
closes a combination collapsible boX and display device. 
The display device comprises a compact, foldable boX 
comprising tWo basic sections. The ?rst section is the 
picture-holding and display area section and the second 
section is the support and locking section. The ?rst section 
includes a picture-holding area Wherein the picture’s coro 
ners are inserted into cut-out tab sections and the top edge 
of the picture is inserted under a tab to hold the picture in 
place. The picture-holding section is then folded on top of a 
frame section to comprise the ?rst section. The second 
section includes a plurality of panels Which form a boX-like 
structure having an inside slot and an outside cut-out tab. 
The ?rst section includes a locking tab Which can be folded 
around and inserted into the outside cut-out tab of the second 
section to secure the display device in a compact boX-like 
display device. The locking tab can also be inserted into the 
inside slot of the second section to form an easel-like 
display. The Messina product is time consuming to assemble 
and position and further does not make arrangements to 
display a three-dimensional artWork. 

[0012] Accordingly, there is a need for a relatively simple 
and loW-cost, three-dimensional presentation apparatus. The 
present invention ful?lls such a need. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0013] The present invention comprises a one-piece folder 
construction With one or more side panels Which fold over 
a back section Which may contain an image. The one or more 
side panels create image screens When folded against the 
back section and serve as the ?nal image screen of the 
presentation apparatus. The one or more side panels include 
die-cut WindoW elements to present images thereon and to 
alloW vieWing of the back section of the presentation appa 
ratus. 

[0014] In use, one or more side panels are folded over the 
back section. The side panel(s) and die-cut elements are 
folded aWay from and secured to the back section to form the 
presentation apparatus. In this manner, the apparatus can be 
quickly and easily assembled to produce a loW-cost presen 
tation apparatus Which can be mass produced. 

[0015] Accordingly, it is the principal object of the present 
invention to provide a presentation apparatus for artWork. 

[0016] It is a further object of the invention to provide a 
method of forming a presentation apparatus for artWork. 

[0017] It is also an object of the invention to provide a 
loW-cost presentation apparatus for three-dimensional art 
Work. 

[0018] It is an object of the invention to provide a loW 
cost, three-dimensional greeting card. 

[0019] It is an additional object of the present invention to 
provide a presentation apparatus Which can be relatively 
easily assembled and mass produced. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0020] FIG. 1 is a front vieW of an embodiment of the 
present invention shoWing a one-piece folder con?guration 
With a back section and a ?rst side panel in an unfolded 
position; 
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[0021] FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of an embodiment of 
the present invention showing a side panel folded on a fold 
line from the back section; 

[0022] FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW of an embodiment of 
the present invention shoWing a side panel folded on a fold 
line from the back section having a lenticular image thereon; 

[0023] FIG. 4 is a front perspective vieW of the outside 
folder construction of an embodiment of the invention 
shoWing the folded side panel engaging the back section, the 
side panel having a WindoW for vieWing the back section; 

[0024] FIG. 5 is a side perspective vieW of an embodiment 
of the present invention shoWing the side panel engaged in 
the back section; 

[0025] FIG. 6 is a front perspective vieW of an alternate 
embodiment of the present invention With a back section and 
?rst and second side panels Wherein a ?rst side panel 
engages the back section When folded and a second side 
panel engages the ?rst side panel; 

[0026] FIG. 7 is a front perspective vieW of an alternate 
embodiment of the present invention With a back section and 
?rst and second side panels Wherein the back section has a 
lenticular image thereon; 
[0027] FIG. 8 is a front perspective vieW of an alternate 
embodiment of the present invention Wherein a side panel is 
folded over the back section; 

[0028] FIG. 9 is a front perspective vieW of an alternate 
embodiment of the present invention Wherein the ?rst and 
second side panels are folded over the back section; 

[0029] FIG. 10 is a front vieW of an alternate embodiment 
of the present invention Wherein the ?rst and second side 
panels, When folded, engage the back section; 

[0030] FIG. 11 is a perspective vieW of an alternate 
embodiment of the present invention Wherein the ?rst and 
second side panels are folded to engage the front and rear of 
the back section; 

[0031] FIG. 12 is a perspective vieW of an alternate 
embodiment of the present invention Wherein one side panel 
is engaged in the back section; 

[0032] FIG. 13 is a perspective vieW of an embodiment of 
the present invention Wherein the ?rst and second side 
panels are folded on opposite sides of the back section; 

[0033] FIG. 14 is a front vieW of an embodiment of the 
present invention Wherein the middle section has a die-cut 
WindoW and acetate sheet placed therein for presenting an 
image; 
[0034] FIG. 15 is a back vieW of FIG. 15 With an image 
inserted into the back section; 

[0035] FIG. 16 is a perspective vieW of an embodiment of 
the present invention With the side panels partially folded; 
and 

[0036] FIG. 17 is a perspective vieW of an embodiment of 
the present invention Wherein a ?rst side panel is folded and 
engages the back section, Which includes a die-cut WindoW 
and acetate sheet. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0037] While the invention is susceptible of embodiment 
in many different forms, there is shoWn in the draWings and 
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Will be described herein in detail a preferred embodiment of 
the invention. It should be understood, hoWever, that the 
present disclosure is to be considered an eXempli?cation of 
the principles of the invention and is not intended to limit the 
spirit and scope of the invention and/or claims of the 
embodiment illustrated. 

[0038] Attention is directed to FIG. 1 for an overvieW of 
one embodiment of this invention. FIG. 1 illustrates a 
three-dimensional presentation apparatus 10 comprising a 
one-piece folder construction 12 comprising a back section 
14 and a ?rst side panel 16. The apparatus may be made of 
cardboard or other suitable material. The back section and 
side panel are separated by fold line 18. As can be seen, a 
die-cut WindoW 20 is placed in the side panel for vieWing the 
back section or image on the back section. The image may 
be artWork of any type, including lithography and lenticular 
images as shoWn in FIG. 3. Lenticular images provide 
thousands of small lenses Which are joined by thousands of 
additional image frames using speci?c printing methods. 
The lenticular images come to life as three-dimensional, 
multi-action pieces. The lenticular lenses direct different 
images under individual cylindrical lens to the eye. In 
three-dimensional images, the left and right eyes see dis 
similar vieWpoints of the same object through a vertical 
parallel lens. When the lenticular image is in a horiZontal 
position, the image is moved top to bottom so the eye 
perceives different images based on the angle of the lens 
through Which the image is being vieWed. The vieWing angle 
changes as the image is moved from top to bottom, produc 
ing a multi-image, or animation effect. 

[0039] In addition, the WindoW or cel 20 may be an image 
screen and contain artWork. Preferably, the WindoW or cel 20 
or image screen is made of clear acetate and has printed 
thereon colored litho such as a four-color litho to produce 
the image. HoWever, it should be understood that any 
suitable clear material, preferably plastic or acetate, may be 
used for WindoW or cel 20 or image screen and image as is 
knoWn in the prior art. 

[0040] Back section 14 has a rearWard side 14a and a 
forWard side 14b. The back section also contains top edge 
14c, bottom edge 14d, and side edge 146. Images and 
artWork as described are preferably presented on forWard 
side 14b for vieWing. As an alternative embodiment, the 
artWork on the forWard side 14a of the back section may be 
painted by the purchaser of the presentation apparatus. The 
painting may be accomplished free-hand or by folloWing 
numbers on a con?guration provided on the back section, as 
shoWn in FIG. 2. 

[0041] Side panel 14 has a slot 22 at one end for receiving 
the opposed end or side edge 146 of back section 14. Back 
section 14 may be ?exible or rigid, alloWing it to be folded 
into slot 22. LikeWise, side panel 16 may be ?eXible or rigid, 
alloWing slot 22 to engage side edge 146. The ?eXing of back 
section 14 or side panel 16, When folded, provides for a 
suf?cient amount of spacing betWeen the tWo to promote a 
three-dimensional effect. The curvilinear shape or design of 
the ?eXed, folded back section or side panel also promotes 
the three-dimensional effect of the presentation apparatus. 

[0042] FIGS. 4 and 5 shoW the ?exible back section being 
folded at fold line 18 With side edge 14e inserted in slot 22. 
The curvilinear fold of the back section alloWs for adequate 
spacing entrance of the three-dimensional effects of images 
(not shoWn) on the side panel and back section. 
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[0043] Illustrated in FIG. 6 is a front folding embodiment 
of the folder construction 12 With ?rst and second side 
panels. 

[0044] Back section 30 has top and bottom edges 30a and 
b, respectively. First and second side edges 30c and a' meet 
?rst and second side panels 32a and b at fold lines 34a and 
b. Slot 36 is located near ?rst side edge 32 in back section 
30. Side panel 32a has top and bottom edges 38a and b and 
side edges 38c and d. Side edge 38d meets fold line 34a at 
back section 30. Opposite ?rst side panel 32a is second side 
panel 32b With top and bottom edges 40a and b and ?rst and 
second side edges 40c and d. Second side edge 40c joins 
back section edge 30d at fold line 34b. Slot 42 is cut in 
second side panel 32b adjacent side edge 40c. ArtWork can 
be shoWn on back section 30 Where it is disclosed for 
vieWing thorough die-cut WindoWs 44a and b in ?rst and 
second side panels 32a and b. The WindoWs may be clear 
acetate sheets and printed With four-color litho to produce an 
image. 

[0045] Lenticular image 46 may also be present on the 
back section, as shoWn in FIG. 7. 

[0046] To create a multi-layered, three-dimensional effect 
With the presentation apparatus, second side panel 32b may 
be folded at fold line 34b. Second side edge 40c engages slot 
36 to create the ?rst layer 48 for the image, as shoWn in FIG. 
8. Asecond layer 50 is created by folding ?rst side panel 32a 
at fold line 34a, as shoWn in FIG. 9. Side edge 38d engages 
slot 42 to create a second layer of images folded over back 
section 30. The images are not present in the drawings. The 
curvilinear fold of the ?rst and second side panels creates 
spacing betWeen each of the side panels and back section 30, 
containing an image to create a three-dimensional effect, as 
shoWn in FIGS. 8 and 9. 

[0047] Another embodiment of the presentation apparatus 
is shoWn in FIG. 10, Wherein back section 60 has slots 62a 
and b near fold lines 64a and b. Back section 60 has a front 
side 60a and rear side 60b, both of Which provide space for 
artWork or images to render a three-dimensional effect. First 
and second side panels 66a and b have ?rst and second edges 
66c and d, respectively, as Well as die-cut WindoWs 68a and 
b With coverings of clear acetate sheeting upon Which more 
than one image is placed. Aclear acetate cel can be attached 
to a die-cut WindoW. 

[0048] The side panels can be folded at fold lines 70a and 
b. First side panel 66a is folded over the front side 60a of 
back section 60 so that ?rst edge 66c engages slot 62b. This 
arrangement creates a three-dimensional arrangement on the 
front side 60a of back section 60. Further, second side panel 
66b can be folded at fold line 64b so that it covers rear side 
60b of back section 60 to alloW second edge 66c to engage 
slot 62a, thereby rendering an image and three-dimensional 
representation on the rear side of back section 60, as seen in 
FIGS. 11-13. 

[0049] Another embodiment of the presentation apparatus 
is shoWn in FIGS. 14-17. The back section is located at one 
end of a three-piece folder construction presentation appa 
ratus. The back section has means for easily adding and 
removing artWork, photographs or draWings. In FIG. 14, 
back section 80 is shoWn on the ?rst end 82 of the presen 
tation apparatus, Which also contains a middle section 84 
and second end or front cover 86. Fold lines 88a and 88b are 
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present betWeen the ends and back section. A die-cut Win 
doW 90 covered With acetate sheets or cels is present in 
middle section 84 for vieWing an image of artWork, photo 
graph or lenticular image on back section 80. A slot 92 is 
provided in middle section 84 for engaging edge 94 of 
middle section 84. The folding of back section 80 by its 
insertion into slot 92 facilitates the spacing of back section 
80 and middle section 84 to provide a three-dimensional 
effect. Second end or front cover 86 may be folded over 
middle section 84 to cover the images displayed therein. 

[0050] FIG. 15 shoWs a rear vieW of this embodiment of 
the presentation apparatus. FIGS. 16 and 17 shoW the 
apparatus on display. 

[0051] All the embodiments of the present invention are 
free-standing When the side panel(s) are engaged. The 
free-standing arrangement of the device facilitates display of 
the device on a surface. It may also be hung from a Wall. 

[0052] It Will be evident that a number of variations can be 
made While remaining Within the scope of the folloWing 
claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A presentation apparatus for artWork comprising: 

a one-piece folder construction having a ?rst side panel 
and a back section, the ?rst panel being foldable over 
the back section, the ?rst panel having a vieWing 
section for vieWing the back section When the ?rst 
panel is folded over the back section. 

2. The presentation apparatus of claim 1 Wherein the back 
section may contain an image Wherein an image is depicted. 

3. The presentation apparatus of claim 2 Wherein the 
image is a lenticular image. 

4. The presentation apparatus of claim 1 Wherein the side 
panel has a vieWing section comprising a die-cut WindoW 
containing an acetate or plastic sheet for vieWing the back 
section. 

5. The presentation apparatus of claim 4 Wherein the 
acetate or plastic sheet in the die-cut WindoW of the side 
panel contains artWork. 

6. The presentation apparatus of claim 1 Wherein the side 
panel is folded over the back section and engages the back 
section for display purposes. 

7. The presentation apparatus of claim 6 Wherein the side 
panel folded over the back section provides for three 
dimensional artWork. 

8. The presentation apparatus of claim 7 Wherein the back 
section is folded in a curvilinear shape. 

9. A presentation apparatus for artWork comprising a 
one-piece folder construction having ?rst and second side 
panels and a back section, the ?rst and second side panels 
being foldable over the back section and having a vieWing 
section on said panels for vieWing the back section When the 
?rst and second panels are folded over the back section. 

10. The presentation apparatus of claim 8 Wherein the 
back section may contain an image Wherein an image is 
depicted. 

11. The presentation apparatus of claim 8 Wherein the 
image is a lenticular image. 

12. The presentation apparatus of claim 8 Wherein the side 
panel has a vieWing section comprising a die-cut WindoW 
containing an acetate or plastic sheet for vieWing the back 
section. 
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13. The presentation apparatus of claim 8 Wherein the 
acetate or plastic sheet in the die-cut WindoW of the side 
panel contains artwork. 

14. The presentation apparatus of claim 8 Wherein the side 
panel is folded over the back section and engages the back 
section for display purposes. 

15. The presentation apparatus of claim 8 Wherein the side 
panel folded over the back section provides for three 
dirnensional artWork. 

16. The presentation apparatus of claim 8 Wherein the side 
panel is folded in a curvilinear design. 

17. A greeting card comprising a one-piece folder con 
struction, at least one back section having at least one side 
panel With a WindoW that can be folded over the back section 
for vieWing the back section. 
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18. The greeting card of claim 15 Wherein the side panel 
engages the back section. 

19. The greeting card of claim 16 Wherein the WindoW is 
an acetate or plastic sheet. 

20. The greeting card of claim 16 Wherein artWork is 
presented on the WindoW. 

21. The greeting card of claim 15 Wherein artWork is on 
the back section. 

22. The greeting card of claim 15 Wherein the artWork is 
a lenticular image. 

23. The greeting card of claim 15 having ?rst and second 
side panels. 


