
US 20020111109A1 

(19) United States 
(12) Patent Application Publication (10) Pub. No.: US 2002/0111109 A1 

Kwan (43) Pub. Date: Aug. 15, 2002 

(54) 

(76) 

(21) 

(22) 

(51) 
(52) 

MULTI-SEASONAL INFLATABLE 
DECORATION 

Inventor: Peter Kwan, Shatin (HK) 

Correspondence Address: 
Mark A. Litman & Associates, PA 
3209 West 76th St. 
York Business Center, Suite 205 
Edina, MN 55435 (US) 

Appl. No.: 09/780,868 

Filed: Feb. 12, 2001 

Publication Classi?cation 

Int. Cl.7 ..................................................... .. A63H 3/06 

US. Cl. ............................................................ .. 446/220 

(57) ABSTRACT 

An in?atable, decorative article is provided that alloWs for 
versatility With regard to its seasonal usage. An in?atable 
form may be provided With alternative, easily removable 
appendages (such as alternative heads, alternative clothing, 
alternative facial features, and alternative hair) and other 
alternative decorative features Without signi?cant modi?ca 
tion of the underlying in?atable structure. An underlying 
in?atable ?gure is provided With connecting systems that 
may be positioned or are positioned in strategic locations on 
the in?atable ?gure Where the speci?c alternative or variable 
features may be attached. The user of the in?atable article 
may select the appropriate alternative features to attach to 
the in?atable article, and may add additional coverings, 
clothing, or add-on decorative features to have the appear 
ance of the in?atable article correspond to the appropriate 
season or event. In this manner, a single in?atable article 
may be used to provide decorations for a variety of seasons 
at a minimum additional cost as compared to a single season 
decoration. 
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MULTI-SEASONAL INFLATABLE DECORATION 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention relates to in?atable objects, 
particularly decorative in?atable objects such as WindoW 
displays, house decorations, and bop bags. In particular, 
decorative in?atable articles that have a seasonal theme such 
as arti?cial Santa Clauses, snoWmen, scarecroWs, Pilgrims, 
Easter bunnies and the like can be provided from a single 
in?atable support With a decorative overlay. 

[0003] 2. Background of the Art 

[0004] There are many different types of decorations that 
can be used in stores, store WindoWs, outside homes, inside 
homes, and in other places for display to the public. In many 
parts of the World, it has become a tradition to display 
images in celebration of various holidays and seasons. For 
eXample, the Dragon is a symbol of the Chinese NeW Year, 
Santa Clause is a symbol of Christmas, a Pilgrim, scarecroW 
or turkey is a symbol of Thanksgiving, skeletons, ghosts and 
other creatures are symbolic of HalloWeen, and the rabbit is 
a Well-recognized symbol of Easter. Additional ?gures such 
as images of famous leaders (presidents, kings, emperors, 
queens, and the like) are also displayed at various occasions. 

[0005] Although stores and personal residences enjoy dis 
playing symbols of the seasons, it becomes economically 
dif?cult to purchase a distinct decoration for each season. 
Not only may the initial cost of the display be signi?cant, but 
also the cost of storage, Where the display is used only once 
a year, becomes signi?cant. 

[0006] Some displays may also provide a play function, 
such as the Well-knoWn bop bag. The bop bag is an in?ated 
humaniform or animal form shape With a loW center of 
gravity and a majority of its Weight located in the loWest 
10-25% of the height of the form (e.g., the loWest 20%, the 
loWest 15% or the loWest 10% of the total height of the 
article). When such a bag is struck a bloW, as With a ?st or 
a slap, the bag rotates or pivots about the loW center of 
gravity (With its contact With the ground acting as a rotating 
pivot point), and then the bop bag bounces back, recoils or 
recovers toWards an upright position. In this Way, the bop 
bag is ?rst struck by a player, then appears to be knocked 
doWn and then returns to a vertical or upright position, even 
apparently returning a bloW toWards the player. Bop bags 
have been provided in may different forms, taking on the 
appearance of a boXer, a down, a political ?gure, a dinosaur 
or the like. Ordinarily, the image of the animal or object on 
the bop bag is printed onto the surface (usually a polymeric 
?lm forming material forms the in?atable bag structure) of 
the bag, the ballast portion of the bag (in a loWer contain 
ment area) is ?lled With ballasting material (e.g., sand Water, 
dirt, metal plate, or dense material), the bag is in?ated, the 
gas admission holes and ballast admission holes are closed, 
and the bop bag is ready for use. Because of the stress that 
is placed on bop bags and their generally short life span, 
their constructions are generally simpli?ed to the greatest 
eXtent possible. Usually a bop bag Will comprise a single 
ovoid polymeric casing With a single pouch for receiving the 
ballast. There are seldom many signi?cant features (e.g., 
extending arms, Wings, tails or the like) on the bags, and the 
bags are provided as an ovoid shape (With feW, if any, 
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protuberances) for balance and minimization of structural 
Weak points (e.g., seWn areas, fused areas, sharp angles, 
etc.). 
[0007] Bop bags and in?atable decorations have been 
available for at least ?fty years. In spite of, or even because 
of the longevity of the interest in the product, improvements 
are regularly sought in the structure of the bop bags and in 
in?atable decorations. For example, US. Pat. No. 5,961,426 
asserts an improvement in bop bags by constructing them of 
a Weighted dish (to provide the bottom Weight ballast) 
con?ned Within the base of the in?atable bag. Over the 
in?atable bag is a collapsible fabric covering/casing having 
an upper head Zone, an intermediate torso Zone, and a base 
Zone that rests on the ground. The head and torso Zones are 
occupied by an in?atable balloon that conforms to the 
contours of the covering/casing head and torso Zones. Con 
?ned Within the base Zone is a Weighted conveX dish (that 
may have a center pole) that engages the ground and is 
normally aligned With a vertical aXis. The gravitational force 
imposed on the dish causes the bag to return to its normal 
position after being struck, so that the bop bag retains an 
upright orientation. As shoWn in the ?gures, the ballast/ 
Weight is secured Within the head/torso/base element, and 
the ‘shape’ is the classical ovoid shape of bop bags. The 
‘matching shape’ of the in?atable bag is also ovoid. The 
need for the bag to in?ate to conformation to the contours of 
the covering casing Would require the in?atable bag to be 
highly conformable (to be able to conform to a Wide variety 
of different shapes) and therefore be more like a balloon than 
a single shape in?atable structure (With little in?ation elas 
ticity). Balloons tend to be even more susceptible to punc 
ture and damage because of the greater tension applied to the 
bag material by the stretching. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] An in?atable, decorative article is provided that 
alloWs for versatility With regard to its seasonal usage. An 
in?atable form may be provided With alternative append 
ages, alternative heads, alternative clothing, alternative 
facial features, alternative hair, and/or other alternative 
decorative features Without signi?cant modi?cation of the 
underlying in?atable structure. An underlying in?atable 
?gure is provided With connecting systems that may be 
positioned or are positioned in strategic locations Where the 
speci?c alternative or variable features may be attached. The 
user of the in?atable article may select the appropriate 
alternative features to attach to the in?atable article, and may 
add additional coverings, clothing, or add-on decorative 
features to have the appearance of the in?atable article 
correspond to the appropriate season or decorative intent. In 
this manner, a single in?atable article may be used to 
provide decorations for a variety of seasons at a minimum 
additional cost as compared to a single season decoration. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES 

[0009] FIG. 1 shoWs a side-by-side cross-section of A) an 
in?atable core element of the invention and B) a decorative 
covering for the core element. 

[0010] FIG. 2 shoWs an in?atable SnoWman being in?ated 
With a foot-pedal pump by an adolescent. 

[0011] FIG. 3 shoWs a cross-section/cutaWay vieW of a 
bop bag decorative format With partially complete append 
age attachments. 
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[0012] FIG. 4 shows a cutaway vieW of a connector 
system that allows rotation of appendages or accessories. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0013] There are a number of elements that may be used 
in the construction of the in?atable decorative articles of the 
present invention. At a minimum, there must be an in?atable 
core, connectors for additive features attached to the core, 
and the additive features. Many optional features may also 
be provided to enhance or improve the present invention, 
especially overlay decorations that may change the appear 
ance of the decorative article. 

[0014] The Core Element 

[0015] The in?atable core element of the article construc 
tions of the present invention comprises an in?atable core of 
material that can retain a ?uid-tight seal, such as an air-tight 
seal (retain in?ation). The material of the core may be any 
?uid-tight, air-tight, air retaining, ?uid retaining, hermeti 
cally sealed (or sealable), or otherWise in?atable and in?a 
tion retaining material such as tight fabric (a tightly Woven 
fabric, tightly knitted fabric, tightly non-Woven fabric, 
coated fabric, etc.), ?lm material (e.g., polymeric ?lm mate 
rial, rubber ?lm material, natural ?lm material) and the like. 
Preferred materials for use in the practice of the invention 
are polymeric or rubber ?lm materials as these materials 
have a natural air barrier capability Without signi?cant 
formulation requirements. The materials used in the core 
must also be ?exible so that they collapse When de?ated and 
recover their shape When in?ated. Particularly suitable poly 
meric ?lm materials include, but are not limited to vinyl 
resins (e.g., polyvinylchloride, polyvinylchloride copoly 
mers [e.g., With vinylidene chloride, vinyl acetate, vinyl 
alcohol, vinyl acetate, butadiene, acrylonitile, styrene, etc.], 
polyvinylidene chloride, polyvinylacetate, polyvinyl alco 
hol, polystyrene, polybutadiene, polyacrylonitrile, polyvinyl 
acetals, etc.), polyole?n resins (e.g., polyethylene, polypro 
pylene and copolymers thereof), polyamides (e.g., nylons), 
polyurethanes, polysiloxane resins, polyisoprene, polyacry 
lates, and the like. Any seams that are present on the shaped 
segments of the core element should be tightly sealed 
against air leakage and may be physical seals (e.g., adhe 
sives, stitching, stapling, taping, etc.), chemical seals 
(fusion, reactive adhesive, etc.), or mixtures of physical and 
chemical seals. 

[0016] It is most convenient to have the in?atable core 
pre-shaped (molded or formed) into a complete form that is 
desired for the central core structure of the decorative article 
of the present invention. That is, the core, When in?ated, 
should exhibit the complete general appearance of the 
intended structure that is desired. For example, if the core is 
intended to represent a humanoid ?gure (including any 
primates), the in?ated core could or should provide a head 
region (e.g., sphere, spheroid, egg shape, ellipsoid, square 
[for comic effect], etc.), a torso region (With an intermediate 
neck region being optional) that may effect any general type 
of torso shape (e.g., spherical snoWman torso, muscular 
boxer torso, thin skeleton torso, shapely/curvaceous female 
torso, etc.), and loWer body region (e.g., round snoWman 
base, stubby leg base, running legs base, standing leg base, 
claW-tipped leg base, etc.). The general shape may also be 
more animal-like in contours, With a four-legged shape, With 
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head (or head-connection element), neck (or neck/neck-head 
connection element), torso section and four-legged section. 
Other shapes such as a sitting position animal, lying position 
animal, or the like may also be used as the basic core 
element structure. One preferred feature of the invention is 
to provide a torso and loWer body portion, and provide a 
separate, connectable head portion (as Well as the separate 
connectable arm, leg, tail, and other appendage portions). An 
assortment of the head portions may be interchangeable or 
exchangeable on the torso/loWer body in?atable section. The 
torso/loWer body portion is in?atable, but the head may be 
either separately in?atable (With the in?atable core of the 
head not being connected to the in?atable core of the 
torso/loWer body) or may be preformed (e.g., stuffed, 
in?ated and sealed, molded of a more rigid material that 
does not require in?ation, etc.). The structure should not be 
overly elastic, as Would a balloon. For example, the structure 
should not stretch (linear stretch) by more than 10% With an 
in?ation pressure change of 5 psi above atmospheric pres 
sure (e.g., in changing from an internal gas pressure of 15.9 
psi to 20.9 psi). It is more preferable that the structure should 
not stretch (linear stretch) by more than 8% or more than 5% 
With an in?ation pressure change of 5 psi above atmospheric 
pressure (e.g., in changing from an internal gas pressure of 
15.9 psi to 20.9 psi). The siZe of the decorative in?atable 
object may vary, usually betWeen 0.3 and 2.5 meters. 

[0017] Once the in?atable core element structure has been 
designed, connecting elements may be provided so that 
decoratively enhancing or character enhancing features of 
appendages may be applied. This feature can be readily 
appreciated by reference to FIG. 1. In FIG. 1, a decorative 
system 2 according to the present invention is illustrated. 
The system 2 is exempli?ed by the shoWing of a ?rst 
in?atable core element 4 comprising a loWer body segment 
6 and a torso segment 8, in Which there is a single or double 
in?atable portion (that is, there is a single open cavity Within 
both of the different segments so that in?ation of one portion 
must cause in?ation of the other portion. Five connectors 
(10, 12, 14, 16 and 18) are shoWn to assist in the connection 
of additional decorative or enhancing features to the in?at 
able decorative system 2. For example, a foot or leg position 
connector 12 may have a foot appendage 20 (that is a sealed, 
pre-?lled, With light-Weight bloWn ?ber ?ll, or separately 
in?atable) attached thereto. This particular foot connector 12 
is merely a stiff peg element (secured to or into or onto the 
in?atable bag) that is inserted into a receptor 22 on the foot 
appendage 20. A supporting, ?at plate element (not shoWn) 
may be used to provide structural base support to the 
connector 12, covering a larger surface area of the in?atable 
bag and thereby providing greater structural support. A foot 
appendage 20 may be designed so that it either does or does 
not act to support or stabiliZe the article 2. The foot append 
age 20 may itself be in?atable, or it may be rigid, stiff, 
?exible, fully in?ated or the like, as long as it serves any 
structural or decorative requirement for the decorative sys 
tem 2 (such as assisting in the vertical support of the 
decorative system 2). Similarly, an arm position connector 
16 is shoWn for attachment to an arm-like appendage 24, 
again through a receptor 26 into Which the arm position 
connector 16 is inserted. In this particular embodiment of 
FIG. 1, a head/neck connector 18 is also shoWn. The head 
may carry its oWn pre-formed printing and decoration on it 
(e.g., a printed face, ears that extend from the head, a nose 
that extends from the head, hair, and the like) or those 



US 2002/0111109 A1 

features may be later added. As is typical With standard 
in?atable articles or bop bags, a head may be an in?atable 
part of the decorative system 2, but in FIG. 1 the head is 
demonstrated a separate head/neck attachment 28 that is 
fully formed and does not need in?ation. In this case a 
light-Weight ?ber ?ll Was used to stuff the head attachment. 
The separate head/neck attachment 28 is shoWn here as 
further provided With both a receptor 30 for the head/neck 
connector 18 and With a hair piece connector 32 With its oWn 
hair piece 34 and hair piece connector receptor 36. The hair 
piece connector may also comprise a hat connector, horn 
connectors, Wiggling bopper connection, halo connection or 
other accessory connector. In this manner, many variable 
alternatives in the ultimate design of the in?ated article may 
be provided. The in?ation noZZle 38 is also shoWn in the 
FIG. 1. Another additional feature that may be provided is 
the set of connecting supports 40 that are used to support the 
head in an upright position against tilting or falling forWard. 
One of the more signi?cant failures of in?atable decorations 
is the tendency of the head to droop, and therefore provide 
a sadder countenance. By providing an adjustable set of 
connectors 40 (e.g., one or more matched sets of hook-and 
loop fasteners, a clip strap, pin-and-hole strap, and the like) 
on the back-side of the head 28 and the torso 8, the head Will 
be supported against leaning forWard. 

[0018] Another alternative, Which is not shoWn in the 
Figures, is that the upper body portion (torso portion) 8 may 
be connected to the loWer body/leg portion 6 by connectors 
(also not shoWn). Each separate portion may then be sepa 
rately in?atable. 

[0019] FIG. 1B shoWs a cutaWay of the decorative article 
system 50 of the invention With clothes 52 covering the 
in?atable core 54 of the invention. The clothes or decorative 
cover 52 may be provided With a small slit or large slit 56 
through Which the in?atable core 54 is inserted into the 
clothes or decorative cover 52. The larger the slit 56, the 
more in?ated or partially in?ated the core 54 may be When 
it is inserted into the decorative cover 52. It is preferred that 
the slit be relatively minimal in siZe (e.g., less than 1 meter 
in length) as this Will minimiZe the appearance of openings 
on the back of the clothed/covered article and minimiZe the 
need for closures (e. g., buttons, hook-loop fasteners, Zippers, 
buttons, tape, snaps, and the like) on the covering. Not 
shoWn, but another alternative improvement Would be the 
use of a light Weight puncture resistant fabric or ?lm 
betWeen the core 54 and the cover 52. This separate, light 
Weight, puncture resistant fabric could comprise non-Woven 
polymers, such as polyamide, polyole?n, polyester or the 
like, fused knit or Woven or spinneret deposited fabric, or 
any other light Weight fabric, including glass Wool fabric. It 
is desirable that the fabric be light-Weight so that stress is not 
placed on the structural support provided by the in?ated bag 
or core. 

[0020] In FIG. 1B, the connectors 58 are shoWn extending 
through the cover 52 to alloW for connection to appendages 
or accessories (not shoWn). There should be suf?cient length 
to the connectors so that they can eXtend through the 
material (e.g., fabric, plastic, etc.) of the covering 52 and 
provide suf?cient structure to enable the connectors 58 to 
engage With an accessory/appendage. 

[0021] FIG. 2 shoWs a scene With a fully in?ated FIG. 70 
With its tWo arm appendages 72 attached to the in?ated FIG. 
70, a head appendage 74 attached to the in?ated FIG. 70, a 
hat accessory 78 attached to the head (either as part of the 
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head appendage 74 or as a distinct accessory), and the 
covering system 76 is shoWn as providing a scarf 80, 
snoWman face 82, White snoW-like surface 84, and buttons 
86. An adolescent 88 is shoWn pumping a foot pedal pump 
90 With a tube 92 attached to an in?ation valve (not shoWn). 

[0022] The Connectors 

[0023] There are many different types of connectors that 
may be used to connect the appendages/accessories to the 
in?atable core, but the preferred connectors are reusable. 
That is, adhesive could be used (e.g., cyanoacrylate adhe 
sive), but this Would permanently bond the accessory/ap 
pendage to the in?atable core and prevent its reuse With 
substantially different formatting or appearance change in 
the shape of the in?atable decoration. Adhesive may be used 
to ?X the connectors to the surface of the bag, With the 
appendages attached to the connectors then being inter 
changeable. Therefore, such reusable connectors (present as 
at least one connector at each connection site) as a peg 
af?Xed to the in?atable core and a receptor on the append 
age/accessory, a snap af?Xed to the in?atable core and a 
receptor on the appendage/accessory, a clip affixed to the 
in?atable core and a receptor on the appendage/accessory, a 
slide-entry connector af?Xed to the in?atable core and a 
slide-engaging receptor on the appendage/accessory, hook 
and-loop fasteners systems (e.g., Velcro® fasteners) distrib 
uted betWeen the in?atable core and the appendage/acces 
sory element, magnetic clips af?Xed to the in?atable core 
and a magnetic receptor on the appendage/accessory, a 
vacuum tip (vacuum cup) connector affixed to the in?atable 
core and a receptor surface or cup on the appendage/ 
accessory, or other non-permanent connector systems may 
be used. Multiple connectors (e.g., tWo hook-and-loop fas 
tenings) might be desirable for stability in some cases. In 
other cases, the peg and receptor system Would offer some 
unique advantages. For example, if there Were no locking 
mechanism that prevented rotation of the peg Within the 
receptor hole, the appendages of the in?atable decoration 
Would be movable (e.g., Would sWivel around the peg). 
There are locking mechanisms that Would alloW sWiveling/ 
rotation of an appendage, even though the mechanism is 
snapped into a securely held position. This is shoWn in FIG. 

[0024] FIG. 3 shoWs a cutaWay vieW of a bop bag 100 
With partially completed appendage 102, 104 attachments 
thereon. The bop bag 100 has an arm appendage 102 and a 
head appendage 104 secured to the in?atable core 110 by 
Way of connectors 106 and 108, respectively. Aheavy metal 
pan (e.g., lead pan) 112 is shoWn seated (preferable af?Xed) 
to the bottom 114 of the in?ated core 110. This pan 112 is 
inserted into the core before in?ation and may be provided 
in the manufactured article. The arm attachment 102 and 
head attachment 104 may be rotated With the attachments 
106 and 108 shoWn. The Weight and stiffness of the con 
nectors may be balanced so that the arms rotate When the 
bop bag is struck. 

[0025] FIG. 4 shoWs a rotatable securing connector 200. 
The structural material of the in?atable core element 202 has 
a post or peg 204 at the outer surface 206 of the in?atable 
core element 202. The post 204 has a columnar section 208 
and a ball section 210. The post 204 is shoWn passing 
through a hole 214 in a fabric covering 212. The ball end 210 
of the connector 204 is inside of a socket 216 Within an 
appendage receptor port 218. There is suf?cient clearance 
220 betWeen the ball end 210 and the receptor port 218 to 
alloW for rotation, even though a smaller diameter 222 of the 
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receptor port 218 at its opening Will limit the ability of the 
ball end 210 to be WithdraWn from the receptor port 218. 
This type of connection Will allow easy rotation of the 
appendage (not shoWn) While ?xing the appendage to the 
in?atable core. 

[0026] The Fabric/Cover Overlay 
[0027] The fabric overlay should again be relatively light 
in Weight (e.g., the total Weight should be less than 3 kg, 
desirably less than 2 kg, and preferably less than 1 kg in total 
Weight) to reduce the structural stress on the support pro 
vided by the in?ation of the core. The fabric may be shaped 
or stretchable to more closely form ?t the contours of the 
torso/core of the in?atable core elements of the body and the 
head attached to the body. The fabric should preferably be 
shaped or conformable/stretchable to cover the appendages, 
including the head, as Where a snoWman shape is used and 
the head is also covered With the White snoW-appearing 
fabric/covering. Open mesh fabric is very useful for provid 
ing a decorative effect With light Weight. In constructing/ 
in?ating the article, the pre-?lled (stuffed) arms and head 
could be placed into the fabric, an in?ation noZZle extending 
through the fabric, a pump attached to the in?ation noZZle 
and ?uid pumped into the in?atable core through the noZZle. 
The arms, head or other appendages may be adjusted Within 
the fabric during in?ation if they become slightly dislodged. 
The appendages usually Would be connected to the in?atable 
core before in?ation, but could be connected after in?ation. 

[0028] The decorative systems or bop bag systems of the 
invention may be sold as a kit, With different appendages 
and/or different accessories for each connector. Connector 
systems may be provided With a post on a support that can 
be adhesively secured to the in?ated core, so that additional 
accessories may be provided. The appendages need not be 
only traditional accessories or features, but may be provided 
for tails, halos, horns, eyeglasses, additional arms, additional 
legs, a rider for an animal, ?ags, jeWelry, Weapons, riding 
crop, broomstick, basket and any other feature that Would be 
of interest for decorative purposes. With a bop bag, for 
example, the facial area may have a special area (around the 
face) for receiving images, such as the image of a face. Then 
users may place a particular face (image or picture) on the 
bop bag When striking the bag. Different seasonal covers, 
such as snoWmen, Santa Claus, the Easter Bunny, NeW Year 
Dragon, NeW Year baby, scarecroW, Pilgrim, Soldier, and the 
like may be provided With a kit for the decorative display, or 
connector sets or seamstress patterns may be provided from 
Which a user may cut out their oWn shape. Separate costume 
kits may be sold independently of the in?atable article. 
Patches to repair the in?atable decorative object or bop bag 
(e.g., a rubber adhesive and rubber patch) may also be 
provided With the kit. Although gas (e.g., air) is a preferred 
in?ating ?uid, Water, carbon dioxide, nitrogen, hydrogen, 
helium, or the like may also be used to in?ate the in?atable 
core element. 

What is claimed: 
1. An in?atable article that may have additional features 

applied on its surface comprising: 

an in?atable core section that Will retain a ?uid, 

at least one connector on a surface of the in?atable core 

section for attachment of an appendage or decorative 
component, the in?atable core having a predetermined 
shape When in?ated. 
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2. The in?atable article of claim 1 Wherein the predeter 
mined shape is the shape of an animal’s torso. 

3. The in?atable article of claim 1 Wherein the predeter 
mined shape is the shape of a humaniform torso. 

4. The in?atable article of claim 2 Wherein there are at 
least tWo symmetrical connectors on the in?atable core. 

5. The in?atable article of claim 4 Wherein the at least tWo 
symmetrical connectors approximate a position of attach 
ment of arms to the torso. 

6. The in?atable article of claim 2 Wherein the core is 
positioned Within a cover that is form ?t to the shape of an 
in?ated in?atable core. 

7. The in?atable article of claim 6 Wherein the cover 
represents a seasonal theme. 

8. The in?atable article of claim 7 Wherein the cover 
representing a seasonal theme is a cover With an appearance 
of a character selected from the group consisting of a 
snoWman, Santa Claus, the Easter Bunny, NeW Year Dragon, 
NeW Year baby, scarecroW, Pilgrim and soldier. 

9. The in?atable article of claim 2 Wherein the connectors 
are elongate elements that can be received in a receptor on 
a feature that can be added onto the in?atable article. 

10. The in?atable article of claim 9 Wherein the feature is 
an imitation feature selected from the group consisting of an 
arm, leg, head, hat, hair piece, tail, horns, halo, ears, mouth, 
nose and tool. 

11. The in?atable article of claim 1 Wherein the connec 
tors Will alloW a feature to freely rotate about the connector. 

12. An in?ated article comprising an in?ated core, at least 
one connector attached to the in?ated core, and at least one 
appendage removably attached to the connector. 

13. The in?ated article of claim 12 Wherein a decorative 
cover is present over the in?ated core. 

14. The in?ated article of claim 13 Wherein the decorative 
cover comprises apparel or natural covering indicative of a 
character selected from the group consisting of a snoWman, 
Santa Claus, the Easter Bunny, NeW Year Dragon, NeW Year 
baby, scarecroW, Pilgrim and soldier. 

15. The in?ated article of claim 12 Wherein the at least one 
appendage is selected from the group consisting of an arm, 
leg, head, tail, horns, halo, ears, mouth and nose. 

16. The in?ated article of claim 15 Wherein the decorative 
cover comprises apparel or natural covering indicative of a 
character selected from the group consisting of a snoWman, 
Santa Claus, the Easter Bunny, NeW Year Dragon, NeW Year 
baby, scarecroW, Pilgrim and soldier. 

17. The in?ated article of claim 12 Wherein the connector 
comprises a stiff elongate member that is received into a 
recess in the appendage. 

18. The in?ated article of claim 13 Wherein the predeter 
mined shape is a humaniform body With at least a torso and 
an attached head section. 

19. The in?ated article of claim 14 Wherein there is a 
support element to connect a rear portion of the head section 
to a rear surface on the torso to prevent the head portion from 
falling forWard. 

20. The in?ated article of claim 12 having a ballasting 
Weight in a loWer portion of the in?atable core so that the 
article performs as a bop bag. 

* * * * * 


