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(57) ABSTRACT 

An arrangement is provided for passing an electrical signal 
betWeen a ?rst area having a ?rst pressure, and a second area 
having a second pressure, Wherein the ?rst pressure is 
normally greater than the second pressure. The arrangement 
includes a body disposable betWeen the ?rst and second 
areas. The body has a ?rst surface disposable adjacent the 
?rst area, and an aperture extending from the ?rst surface. A 
sleeve is non-threadingly engaged With the body and de?nes 
a passage. The sleeve further has a ?rst portion disposed 
adjacent the ?rst surface, and a second portion disposed in 
the aperture. The arrangement further includes an electri 
cally conductive element disposed at least partially in the 
passage. When the sleeve is exposed to the ?rst pressure, the 
?rst portion is urged toWard the ?rst surface of the body. 
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ELECTRIC SIGNAL PASS THROUGH 
ARRANGEMENT 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] The invention relates to an arrangement for per 
mitting the transmission of an electrical signal betWeen areas 
of different pressure. 

[0003] 2. Background Art 

[0004] Aneed arises in many applications for transmitting 
an electrical signal betWeen areas of different pressure. In a 
tank that contains a ?uid under pressure, for example, it is 
often necessary to conduct such a signal into the tank to 
control a solenoid-operated valve disposed inside the tank. 
Because the tank must be breached in order to pass a Wire 
through to the valve, some provision must be made for 
maintaining a seal so as to prevent leakage of contents out 
of the tank, or to prevent contaminants from passing into the 
tank. 

[0005] Various structures are knoWn for establishing such 
a seal. US. Pat. No. 3,352,963, for instance, discloses a 
?tting including a high pressure side conductor rod and a 
loW pressure side conductor rod that are joined together by 
a connector, Which is received in an insulating sleeve. The 
sleeve and the connector are disposed Within a pair of nested 
metal sleeves having complementary tapered sealing sur 
faces and seats. AholloW loading nut houses the sleeves and 
connector, and draWs them together into sealing relation 
When the nut is threadably secured to a vessel Wall. While 
this ?tting is adequate for transmitting an electrical signal 
betWeen areas of different pressure, the ?tting is complex, 
bulky and costly to produce. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] The invention addresses the shortcomings of the 
prior art by providing an arrangement for passing an elec 
trical signal betWeen areas of different pressure that is 
simple, compact and inexpensive. 

[0007] Under the invention, an arrangement is provided 
for passing an electrical signal betWeen a ?rst area having a 
?rst pressure, and a second area having a second pressure, 
Wherein the ?rst pressure is normally greater than the second 
pressure. The arrangement includes a body disposable 
betWeen the ?rst and second areas. The body has a ?rst 
surface disposable adjacent the ?rst area, and an aperture 
extending from the ?rst surface. A sleeve is non-threadingly 
engaged With the body and de?nes a passage. The sleeve 
further has a ?rst portion disposed adjacent the ?rst surface, 
and a second portion disposed in the aperture. The arrange 
ment further includes an electrically conductive element 
disposed at least partially in the passage. When the sleeve is 
exposed to the ?rst pressure, the ?rst portion is urged toWard 
the ?rst surface of the body. 

[0008] The arrangement further preferably comprises a 
?rst conductive member in electrical communication With 
the conductive element and adapted to extend into the ?rst 
area, and a second conductive member in electrical com 
munication With the conductive element and adapted to 
extend into the second area. 
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[0009] The passage of the sleeve may include a main 
channel and a ?rst conductive element channel extending 
from the main channel. With such a con?guration, the 
conductive element is disposed at least partially in the ?rst 
conductive element channel. 

[0010] The arrangement may also include a second con 
ductive element channel extending from the main channel, 
and an additional conductive element disposed at least 
partially in the second conductive element channel prefer 
ably, but not necessarily, the ?rst and second conductive 
element channels are canted With respect to a sleeve axis of 
the sleeve. With such a con?guration, the siZe of the sleeve 
can be minimiZed, While still providing suf?cient space for 
other components installed in the sleeve. 

[0011] The conductive element may be a terminal having 
a radially extending projection and ?rst and second shank 
sections extending from the projection. The arrangement 
may also include an insulator disposed betWeen the terminal 
and the sleeve. While the insulator may have any suitable 
con?guration, the insulator preferably has a main portion 
and ?rst and second annular portions extending from the 
main portion. The ?rst annular portion extends betWeen the 
projection and the sleeve, and the main portion and the 
second annular portion extend betWeen the second shank 
section and the sleeve. 

[0012] Under another embodiment of the invention, an 
arrangement for passing an electrical signal betWeen ?rst 
and second areas includes a body disposable betWeen the 
?rst and second areas and having an aperture. A sleeve is 
disposed at least partially in the aperture. The sleeve 
includes a sleeve axis, a main channel and ?rst and second 
terminal channels extending from the main channel and 
canted With respect to the sleeve axis. A ?rst terminal is 
disposed at least partially in the ?rst terminal channel, and 
a second terminal is disposed at least partially in the second 
terminal channel. 

[0013] These and other objects, features and advantages of 
the invention are readily apparent from the folloWing 
detailed description of the best modes for carrying out the 
invention, When taken in conjunction With the accompany 
ing draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0014] FIG. 1 the invention addresses the shortcomings of 
the prior art by providing an arrangement for passing an 
electrical signal betWeen areas of different pressure that is 
simple, compact and inexpensive; and 

[0015] FIG. 2 is an enlarged vieW of a portion of the 
system shoWn in FIG. 1. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 

PREFERRED EMBODIMENT(S) 

[0016] FIGS. 1 and 2 shoW a system 10 according to the 
invention for permitting the transmission of an electrical 
signal betWeen areas of different pressure. The system 10 
includes a vessel such as a tank 12, and an electrical signal 
pass through arrangement 14 engaged With the tank 12. In a 
preferred embodiment, the arrangement 14 may be used to 
transmit an electrical signal to or from a device (not shoWn) 
that is contained in the tank 12. For example, the device may 
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be a solenoid-operated valve, a ?uid pressure sensor, a fuel 
temperature sensor, a tank-stress monitor, etc. 

[0017] The tank 12 preferably houses a pressurized ?uid, 
such as compressed natural gas (CNG), hydrogen, or oxy 
gen, and includes a housing 16 having a neck 18. The 
housing 16 may comprise any suitable material such as steel, 
aluminum and/or ?berglass-reinforced plastic. Furthermore, 
the housing 16 de?nes a ?rst area or inner side 20 having a 
?rst pressure, and a second area or outer side 22 having a 
second pressure. The second pressure is typically at or about 
atmospheric pressure, While the ?rst pressure on the inner 
side 20 is normally much greater. In a preferred embodi 
ment, Where the tank 12 contains CNG, the ?rst pressure on 
the inner side 20 may be in the range of 3,000-5,000 pounds 
per square inch or greater. As a result, a pressure differential 
exists betWeen the ?rst and second sides 20 and 22, respec 
tively. 

[0018] The arrangement 14 includes a ?rst body 24 thread 
ingly engaged With the neck 18 of the tank 12. Alternatively, 
the ?rst body 24 may be disposed in any suitable aperture in 
the tank 12. The ?rst body 24 has a ?rst body surface 26 
disposed adjacent the inner side 20, and a ?rst aperture such 
as ?rst passage 27 extending from the inner side 20 to the 
outer side 22. 

[0019] As shoWn in FIG. 1, the ?rst body 24 is a pressure 
regulator body of a pressure regulator 28, Which regulates 
outlet pressure of the ?uid contained in tank 12. Alterna 
tively, the ?rst body 24 may be any suitable body such as a 
valve body, end cap, etc. 

[0020] The arrangement 14 further includes an electric 
signal pass through assembly 29 disposed at least partially in 
the ?rst passage 27. As shoWn in FIG. 2, the assembly 29 
includes a second body such as a sleeve 30 non-threadingly 
engaged With the ?rst body 24. While the sleeve 30 may 
comprise any suitable material, the sleeve 30 preferably 
comprises steel, aluminum, or plastic, such as ?ber-rein 
forced plastic. 

[0021] Preferably, the sleeve 30 is urged into engagement 
With the ?rst body 24 by the pressure differential that exists 
betWeen the inner and outer sides 20 and 22, respectively. In 
other Words, the pressure differential functions to apply a 
retaining force on the sleeve 30 in the direction of the outer 
side 22, so as to retain the sleeve 30 against and/or Within the 
?rst body 24. It should also be noted that, depending on the 
degree of the pressure differential as Well as the construction 
and relative position of the sleeve 30, the pressure differ 
ential may or may not actually cause movement of the sleeve 
30. 

[0022] The sleeve 30 has a sleeve axis 32, a ?rst portion 
34 engaged With the ?rst surface 26, and a second portion 36 
disposed in the ?rst passage 27. Preferably, the portions 34 
and 36 are generally cylindrical and cooperate to de?ne a 
?rst shoulder 38 that seats against the ?rst surface 26. The 
second portion 36 also has a circumferential gland or groove 
39 that receives a ?rst seal, such as an O-ring 40. Preferably, 
the O-ring 40 forms an interference ?t With the ?rst passage 
27 When the second portion 36 is inserted into the ?rst 
passage 27. Alternatively or supplementally, the second 
portion 36 may be provided With a Width or diameter that is 
sufficiently large so as to form an interference ?t With the 
?rst passage 27. Furthermore, the second portion 36 also 
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preferably engages a second shoulder 41 of the ?rst passage 
27, so as to inhibit movement of the sleeve 30 With respect 
to the ?rst body 24. The sleeve 30 also preferably has 
suf?cient strength so that the sleeve 30 Will not creep or 
otherWise move beyond the second shoulder 41 When the 
sleeve 30 is exposed to the pressure differential. 

[0023] The sleeve 30 further has a second passage 42 that 
includes a main channel or bore 44, and a ?rst terminal 
channel or bore 46 extending from the main bore 44. In the 
embodiment shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 2, the sleeve 30 also 
preferably includes a second terminal channel or bore 48 
extending from the main bore 44. Furthermore, the terminal 
bores 46 and 48 are preferably canted With respect to the 
sleeve axis 32 so as to provide space for additional compo 
nents of the assembly 29, as explained beloW in greater 
detail. If required for a particular application, the sleeve 30 
may also be provided With one or more additional terminal 
channels or bores that extend from the main bore 44. If, on 
the other hand, the sleeve 30 is only provided With the ?rst 
terminal bore 46, then the ?rst terminal bore 46 is preferably 
coaxially aligned With the sleeve axis 32. 

[0024] An electrically conductive, pass-through element, 
such as a terminal 50, is disposed in each terminal bore 46 
and 48. Each terminal 50 has a radially extending projection 
or ?ange portion 52, and ?rst and second axially extending 
portions, such as ?rst and second shank sections 54 and 56, 
respectively, extending from the ?ange portion 52. While the 
terminals 50 may comprise any suitable conductive material, 
each terminal 50 preferably comprises copper. 

[0025] The assembly 29 further includes a plurality of 
electrically conductive members, such as Wires, connected 
to the terminals 50. In the embodiment shoWn in FIGS. 1 
and 2, for example, a ?rst Wire 58 is connected to the ?rst 
shank section 54 of one terminal 50, and extends into the 
inner side 20; a second Wire 60 is connected to the second 
shank section 56 of the one terminal 50, and extends into the 
outer side 22; a third Wire 62 is connected to the ?rst shank 
section 54 of the other terminal 50, and extends into the 
inner side 20; and a fourth Wire 64 is connected to the second 
shank section 56 of the other terminal 50, and extends into 
the outer side 22. While the Wires 58-64 may be connected 
to the terminals 50 in any suitable manner, each Wire 58-64 
is preferably inserted into an appropriately siZed cavity in a 
particular shank section 54 or 56. The Wires 58-64 are then 
retained in the cavities by crimping the shank sections 54 
and 56, or by soldering together the Wires 58-64 and the 
shank sections 54 and 56. 

[0026] In the embodiment shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 2, the 
assembly 29 also includes tWo insulators 66 for electrically 
isolating the terminals 50 from the sleeve 30. Each insulator 
66 includes a main portion 68 and ?rst and second annular 
portions 70 and 72, respectively, extending from the main 
portion 68. The main portion 68 of one insulator 66 seats 
against a third shoulder 74 of the ?rst terminal bore 46, While 
the main portion 68 of the other insulator 66 seats against a 
fourth shoulder 76 of the second terminal bore 48. As shoWn 
in FIG. 2, each ?rst annular portion 70 extends betWeen a 
particular ?ange portion 52 and the sleeve 30, each main 
portion 68 extends betWeen a particular second shank sec 
tion 56 and the sleeve 30, and each second annular portion 
72 also extends betWeen a particular second shank section 
56 and the sleeve 30. With such a con?guration, each 
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terminal 50 can be isolated from the sleeve 30 With a single 
insulator 66. The insulators 66 may also function to retain 
the terminals 50 Within the terminal bores 46 and 48. While 
the insulators 66 may comprise any suitable electrically 
non-conductive material, each insulator 66 preferably com 
prises plastic having a sufficient strength to Withstand the 
?rst pressure exerted by the ?uid contained in the tank 12. 

[0027] A second seal, such as a second O-ring 78, is 
preferably disposed in each terminal bore 46 and 48, so as 
to seal the terminal bores 46 and 48. The O-rings 78 may 
also function to further retain the terminals 50 Within the 
terminal bores 46 and 48. The O-rings 78 may be eliminated, 
hoWever, if, for example, the insulators 66 are con?gured to 
sufficiently seal the terminal bores 46 and 48. 

[0028] To assemble the system 10, the insulators 66 are 
?rst positioned around the terminals 50. The Wires 58-64 are 
then connected to the terminals 50, such as described above 
in detail. Next, the second and fourth Wires 60 and 64, 
respectively, are inserted through the ?rst and second ter 
minal bores 46 and 48, respectively, and into the ?rst 
passage 27 until the insulators 66 are seated on the shoulders 
74 and 76 of the terminal bores 46 and 48. Preferably, the 
insulators 66 create an interference ?t With the sleeve 30 and 
With the terminals 50, so as to retain the terminals 50 Within 
the sleeve 30. The O-rings 78 are then inserted into the 
terminal bores 46 and 48 to further retain the terminals 50 
Within the sleeve 30, and to seal the terminal bores 46 and 
48. 

[0029] Next, the O-ring 40 is positioned in the groove 39 
of the sleeve 30, and the sleeve 30 is inserted into the ?rst 
passage 27 until the ?rst shoulder 38 engages the body 
surface 26 and/or until the second portion 36 engages the 
second shoulder 41. With such a con?guration, each of the 
body surface 26 and the second shoulder 41 may be con 
sidered an engaging portion of the ?rst body 24. As men 
tioned above, the O-ring 40 and/or the sleeve 30 preferably 
create an interference ?t With the ?rst body 24 so as to retain 
the second portion 36 of the sleeve 30 Within the ?rst 
passage 28. Alternatively, the sleeve 30 may be inserted into 
the ?rst passage 27 prior to installing other components of 
the assembly 29 in the sleeve 30. 

[0030] Next, the ?rst and third Wires 58 and 62, respec 
tively, may be connected to any suitable device disposed in 
the tank 12. The ?rst body 24 is then threadingly engaged 
With the tank 12. Next, the second and fourth Wires 60 and 
64, respectively, may be connected to any suitable device 
outside the tank 12, such as a poWer source (not shoWn). The 
tank 12 is then pressuriZed such as by ?lling the tank With 
a compressed ?uid. 

[0031] Because of the interference ?t betWeen the various 
components described above, the second portion 36 of the 
sleeve 30 is suf?ciently retained in the ?rst passage 27, and 
the terminals 50 are suf?ciently retained in the sleeve 30, as 
the ?rst body 24 is engaged With the tank 12. Advanta 
geously, When the tank 12 is pressuriZed, the pressure 
differential created betWeen the inner and outer sides 20 and 
22, respectively, urges the sleeve 30 into engagement With 
the ?rst body 24, thereby further retaining the second portion 
36 in the ?rst passage 27. As a result, the sleeve 30 can be 
provided Without threads or other retention mechanism, such 
as fasteners. 

[0032] The pressure differential also urges the O-rings 78 
and the terminals 50 toWard the outer side 22, thereby 

Aug. 8, 2002 

further retaining the O-rings 78 and the terminals 50 in the 
terminal bores 46 and 48. Again, depending on the degree of 
the pressure differential as Well as the construction and 
relative position of the terminals 50, seals 78 and insulators 
66, the pressure differential may or may not actually cause 
movement of the terminals 50 and/or seals 78. As a result, 
the arrangement 14 may be provided Without a cover or 
other structure positioned over the terminal bores 46 and 48. 
Alternatively, the arrangement 14 may be provided With a 
cover, such as a perforated cover, positioned over the 
terminal bores 46 and 48. Furthermore, the pressure differ 
ential may also compress the O-rings 78, thereby further 
sealing the terminal bores 46 and 48. 

[0033] Because the terminal bores 46 and 48 are canted 
With respect to the sleeve axis 32, the siZe of the sleeve 30 
can be minimiZed While still providing sufficient space for 
the insulators 66 and the O-rings 78. If additional electrically 
conductive members such as Wires are required for a par 
ticular application, then the sleeve 30 may be provided With 
one or more additional terminal channels or bores for 

receiving one or more additional terminals. Such additional 
terminal bores Would also preferably be canted With respect 
to the sleeve axis 32, so as to provide sufficient space for 
additional insulators and O-rings. 

[0034] While the best mode for carrying out the invention 
has been described in detail, those familiar With the art to 
Which this invention relates Will recogniZe various alterna 
tive designs and embodiments for practicing the invention as 
de?ned by the folloWing claims. 

What is claimed: 
1. An arrangement for passing an electrical signal betWeen 

a ?rst area having a ?rst pressure, and a second area having 
a second pressure, Wherein the ?rst pressure is normally 
greater than the second pressure, the arrangement compris 
mg: 

a body disposable betWeen the ?rst and second areas, the 
body having a ?rst surface disposable adjacent the ?rst 
area, and an aperture extending from the ?rst surface; 

a sleeve non-threadingly engaged With the body and 
de?ning a passage, the sleeve further having a ?rst 
portion disposed adjacent the ?rst surface, and a second 
portion disposed in the aperture; and 

an electrically conductive element disposed at least par 
tially in the passage; 

Wherein When the sleeve is exposed to the ?rst pressure, 
the ?rst portion is urged toWard the ?rst surface of the 
body. 

2. The arrangement of claim 1 further comprising a ?rst 
conductive member in electrical communication With the 
conductive element and adapted to extend into the ?rst area, 
and a second conductive member in electrical communica 
tion With the conductive element and adapted to extend into 
the second area. 

3. The arrangement of claim 1 Wherein the passage 
includes a main channel and a ?rst conductive element 
channel extending from the main channel, and Wherein the 
conductive element is disposed at least partially in the ?rst 
conductive element channel. 

4. The arrangement of claim 1 Wherein the sleeve further 
comprises a second conductive element channel extending 
from the main channel, and the arrangement further com 
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prises an additional conductive element disposed at least 
partially in the second conductive element channel. 

5. The arrangement of claim 4 Wherein the sleeve has a 
sleeve axis, and the conductive element channels are canted 
With respect to the sleeve axis. 

6. The arrangement of claim 1 Wherein the conductive 
element is a terminal having a radially extending projection 
and ?rst and second shank sections extending from the 
projection, and the arrangement further comprises an insu 
lator disposed betWeen the terminal and the sleeve, the 
insulator having a main portion and ?rst and second annular 
portions extending from the main portion, the ?rst annular 
portion extending betWeen the projection and the sleeve, and 
the main portion and the second annular portion extending 
betWeen the second shank section and the sleeve. 

7. The arrangement of claim 6 further comprising a seal 
disposed betWeen the ?rst shank section and the sleeve. 

8. An arrangement for passing an electrical signal betWeen 
?rst and second areas, the arrangement comprising: 

a body disposable betWeen the ?rst and second areas and 
having an aperture; 

a sleeve disposed at least partially in the aperture, the 
sleeve having a sleeve axis, a main channel and ?rst 
and second terminal channels extending from the main 
channel, the terminal channels being canted With 
respect to the sleeve axis; 

a ?rst terminal disposed at least partially in the ?rst 
terminal channel; and 

a second terminal disposed at least partially in the second 
terminal channel. 

9. The arrangement of claim 8 further comprising a ?rst 
conductive member in electrical communication With the 
?rst terminal and adapted to extend into the ?rst area, a 
second conductive member in electrical communication 
With the ?rst terminal and adapted to extend into the second 
area, a third conductive member in electrical communication 
With the second terminal and adapted to extend into the ?rst 
area, and a fourth conductive member in electrical commu 
nication With the second terminal and adapted to extend into 
the second area. 

10. The arrangement of claim 8 Wherein the body further 
has a ?rst surface disposable adjacent the ?rst area, and 
Wherein the sleeve is non-threadingly engaged With the body 
and includes a ?rst portion disposed adjacent the ?rst 
surface, and a second portion disposed in the aperture. 

11. The arrangement of claim 8 Wherein each terminal has 
a radially extending projection and ?rst and second shank 
sections extending from the projection, and the arrangement 
further comprises ?rst and second insulators respectively 
disposed in the ?rst and second terminal channels, each 
insulator having a main portion and ?rst and second annular 
portions extending from the main portion, each ?rst annular 
portion extending betWeen a respective projection and the 
sleeve, and each main portion and each second annular 
portion extending betWeen a respective second shank section 
and the sleeve. 

12. The arrangement of claim 11 further comprising ?rst 
and second seals respectively disposed in the ?rst and 
second terminal channels, each seal being disposed betWeen 
a respective ?rst shank section and the sleeve. 

13. An arrangement for permitting transmission of an 
electrical signal betWeen a ?rst area having a ?rst pressure 
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and a second area having a second pressure, Wherein the ?rst 
pressure is normally greater than the second pressure such 
that a pressure differential is created betWeen the areas, the 
arrangement comprising: 

a body disposable betWeen the ?rst and second areas, the 
body having a ?rst surface disposable adjacent the ?rst 
area, and a passage extending from the ?rst surface; 

a sleeve non-threadingly engaged With the body and being 
urged into a retaining relationship With the body by the 
pressure differential When the sleeve is exposed to the 
pressure differential, the sleeve having a sleeve axis, a 
?rst portion disposed adjacent the ?rst surface, and a 
second portion disposed in the passage, the sleeve 
further having a main bore and ?rst and second termi 
nal bores extending from the main bore, the terminal 
bores being canted With respect to the sleeve 21 axis; 

?rst and second terminals, the ?rst terminal being dis 
posed at least partially in the ?rst terminal bore, and the 
second terminal being disposed at least partially in the 
second terminal bore; and 

?rst and second insulators, the ?rst insulator being dis 
posed betWeen the ?rst terminal and the sleeve, and the 
second insulator being disposed betWeen the second 
insulator and the sleeve. 

14. A system for passing an electrical signal betWeen 
areas, the system comprising: 

a housing de?ning a ?rst area having a ?rst pressure and 
a second area having a second pressure, wherein the 
?rst pressure is normally greater than the second pres 
sure; 

a body engaged With the housing and disposed betWeen 
the ?rst and second areas, the body having a ?rst 
surface disposed adjacent the ?rst area, and an aperture 
extending from the ?rst surface; 

a sleeve non-threadingly engaged With the body and 
de?ning a passage, the sleeve further having a ?rst 
portion disposed adjacent the ?rst surface, and a second 
portion disposed in the aperture; and 

an electrically conductive element disposed at least par 
tially in the passage; 

Wherein When the sleeve is exposed to the ?rst pressure, 
the ?rst portion is urged toWard the ?rst surface of the 
body. 

15. The system of claim 14 further comprising a ?rst 
conductive member in electrical communication With the 
conductive element and extending into the ?rst area, and a 
second conductive member in electrical communication 
With the conductive element and extending into the second 
area. 

16. The system of claim 14 Wherein the passage includes 
a main channel and a ?rst conductive element channel 
extending from the main channel, and Wherein the conduc 
tive element is disposed at least partially in the ?rst con 
ductive element channel. 

17. The system of claim 14 Wherein the sleeve further 
comprises a second conductive element channel extending 
from the main channel, and the system further comprises an 
additional conductive element disposed at least partially in 
the second conductive element channel. 
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18. The system of claim 17 wherein the sleeve has a 
sleeve axis, and the conductive element channels are canted 
With respect to the sleeve axis. 

19. The system of claim 14 Wherein the conductive 
element is a terminal having a radially extending projection 
and ?rst and second shank sections extending from the 
projection, and the system further comprises an insulator 
disposed betWeen the terminal and the sleeve, the insulator 
having a main portion and ?rst and second annular portions 
extending from the main portion, the ?rst annular portion 
extending betWeen the projection and the sleeve, and the 
main portion and the second annular portion extending 
betWeen the second shank section and the sleeve. 

20. The system of claim 19 further comprising a seal 
disposed betWeen the ?rst shank section and the sleeve. 

21. A system for passing an electrical signal betWeen 
areas, the system comprising: 

a housing de?ning ?rst and second areas; 

a body engaged With the housing and having an aperture 
disposed betWeen the areas; 

a sleeve disposed at least partially in the aperture, the 
sleeve having a longitudinal sleeve axis, a main chan 
nel and ?rst and second terminal channels extending 
from the main channel, the terminal channels being 
canted With respect to the sleeve axis; 

a ?rst terminal disposed at least partially in the ?rst 
terminal channel; and 

a second terminal disposed at least partially in the second 
terminal channel. 
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22. The system of claim 21 further comprising a ?rst 
conductive member in electrical communication With the 
?rst terminal and extending into the ?rst area, a second 
conductive member in electrical communication With the 
?rst terminal and extending into the second area, a third 
conductive member in electrical communication With the 
second terminal and extending into the ?rst area, and a 
fourth conductive member in electrical communication With 
the second terminal and extending into the second area. 

23. The system of claim 21 Wherein the body further has 
a ?rst surface disposed adjacent the ?rst area, and Wherein 
the sleeve is non-threadingly engaged With the body and 
includes a ?rst portion disposed adjacent the ?rst surface, 
and a second portion disposed in the aperture. 

24. The system of claim 21 Wherein each terminal has a 
radially extending projection and ?rst and second shank 
sections extending from the projection, and the system 
further comprises ?rst and second insulators respectively 
disposed in the ?rst and second terminal channels, each 
insulator having a main portion and ?rst and second annular 
portions extending from the main portion, each ?rst annular 
portion extending betWeen a respective projection and the 
sleeve, and each main portion and each second annular 
portion extending betWeen a respective second shank section 
and the sleeve. 

25. The system of claim 24 further comprising ?rst and 
second seals respectively disposed in the ?rst and second 
terminal channels, each seal being disposed betWeen a 
respective ?rst shank section and the sleeve. 


