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TOY INCORPORATING A RESILIENT COIL AND 
A METHOD OF USING SAME 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention generally relates to a tub toy 
and/or a soap toy. More particularly, the present invention 
relates to a tub toy and/or soap toy that preferably forms a 
character and has a body including a resilient coil. Still 
further, the present invention relates to a method for using 
the toy to Wash or to clean a body of an individual. 

[0002] Tub toys and the like are particularly popular With 
younger children for a number of reasons. On the one hand, 
the ability to play in the Water is a unique experience, and 
tub toys can facilitate Water play for children, in particular. 
On the other hand, some kids shy aWay from bath time, and 
bathtub toys encourage the taking of a bath and distract aWay 
from What the child might perceive to be an unpleasant 
experience. Tub toys are generally knoWn including those 
having a variety of forms, including, for example, boats and 
devices that squirt Water. 

[0003] Resilient coil toys are Well knoWn in the art. In 
particular, the most famous resilient coil toy is sold under the 
registered trademark SLINKY® by James Industries, Inc. 
The SLINKY® resilient coil toy is made from a helically 
Wound metal coil or plastic member or extrusion, and the 
coil may be expanded and contracted. The resilient coil, 
among other things, may Walk doWn stairs as the toy extends 
from one stair to the other, collapses, and then falls over to 
the next stair. HoWever, no tub toys using a resilient coil are 
knoWn. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0004] An object of the present invention is to provide a 
neW and unique tub and resilient coil toy as Well as a method 
of using the same. 

[0005] An important aspect of this invention, therefore, 
lies in providing a neW tub toy that incorporates a resilient 
coil and forms a neW and unique toy for use, for example, 
in a pool, bathtub, or other environment that includes Water. 
In an embodiment, the tub toy takes the form of a character 
having a main body formed from the resilient coil and a head 
and tail formed from molded soap blocks. The resilient coil 
permits the head and tail to be moved relative to each other 
as the resilient coil expands and contracts and facilitates play 
With the toy in, for example, a bathtub. For example, a tub 
toy may take the form of a sea creature may be made to sWim 
or serpentine through the Water, for example, as a head and 
tail on the body of the creature may be moved so that the 
resilient coil ?exes to give the appearance of movement. 

[0006] In an embodiment, the tub toy may be formed of a 
?rst body including a resilient coil and having a ?rst end and 
a second end. A second body may be formed from soap and 
may be provided on one of the ends of the ?rst body. The 
resilient coil may include a ?rst end plate and a second end 
plate at its ends for attachment to the second soap body or 
other soap bodies. 

[0007] The end plates preferably include a projection or 
other member for permitting selectable attachment and 
detachment of a selected soap body to the coil. For example, 
after the original soap body provided on the coil dissolves, 
the user may purchase one or more neW soap bodies and may 
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connect them to the projection on the ?rst end plate and/or 
the second end plate of the coil to form a neW character. 

[0008] The resilient coil is preferably covered With cloth 
or fabric. In an embodiment, the resilient coil may be 
covered With a cylindrical sleeve of cloth that covers the 
outer surface of the resilient coil and may extend betWeen 
the ?rst end and the second end of the coil. In an alternate 
embodiment, a smaller sleeve of cloth may encircle and may 
extend along the helically-Wound member that forms the 
coil. The resilient coil may, of course, be covered With cloth 
in other Ways. In a preferred embodiment, a ?rst soap body 
may be provided at one end of the resilient coil, and a second 
soap body may be secured at the second end of the resilient 
coil. The ?rst soap body may form a head of a character, and 
the second soap body may form a tail of the character. In 
preferred embodiments, the head and tail, as Well as the 
resilient coil body, form a sea creature, such as a serpent, a 
?sh, a Whale, etc. HoWever, it may be understood that the tub 
toy of the present invention may be used to make a variety 
of items, including, but not limited to, characters, animals, 
or objects, such as submarines, telescopes, and the like. 

[0009] In an embodiment, the resilient coil may include a 
limited number of Wound coils for limiting the length to 
Which the resilient coil may be extended. For example, if a 
tub toy forms a character such as a serpent, it may be 
desirable to limit the length of the serpent to, for example, 
approximately tWelve inches. In another embodiment, a 
limiting member may be provided to limit a range of 
movement of the coil betWeen approximately one inch and 
tWelve inches, or other similar dimensions depending on the 
particular character or object of the tub toy. 

[0010] Additional features and advantages of the present 
invention are described in, and Will be apparent from, the 
detailed description of the presently preferred embodiments 
and from the draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0011] FIG. 1 is a side vieW of an embodiment of a tub toy 
of the present invention. 

[0012] FIG. 2 is an exploded side vieW of an embodiment 
of the tub toy of the present invention. 

[0013] FIG. 3 is an exploded, partially cut aWay, side vieW 
of an embodiment of the tub toy of the present invention. 

[0014] FIG. 4 is a perspective vieW, partially cut aWay, of 
an alternate embodiment of a fabric sleeve covering for the 
resilient coil of the tub toy of the present invention. 

[0015] FIG. 6 is a side vieW illustrating an alternate 
embodiment of the tub toy of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PRESENTLY PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0016] Referring noW to the draWings Wherein like numer 
als refer to like parts, FIGS. 1-3 generally illustrate an 
embodiment of a tub toy 10 of the present invention. The tub 
toy 10 may include a ?rst or central body 11 that may be 
formed at least in part from a resilient coil 12. The resilient 
coil 12 preferably has a ?rst end 13 and a second end 14. The 
resilient coil 12 may be made from a helically-Wound Wire 
or member 15 that may be Wound in a helix to form the 
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cylindrically-shaped coil 12 that may extend between the 
?rst end 13 and the second end 14. 

[0017] The resilient coil 12 and helically-Wound member 
15 may be fabricated using conventional means Which may 
be used to make current resilient coil toys that are on the 
market, such as those sold under the registered trademark 
SLINKY® by James Industries, Inc. In a particular appli 
cation of the tub toy 10, the member 15 is preferably made 
of plastic rather than metal to avoid problems With, for 
example, corrosion and the like. 

[0018] The present invention lies in adapting the resilient 
coil 12 to create the tub toy 10 Which may be used for 
amusement purposes or the like by, for example, a child. To 
accomplish this objective, the tub toy 10 may further include 
at least a second body 16 that may be disposed at the ?rst end 
13 of the resilient coil 12. The second body 16 is preferably 
formed from soap and may be molded into the shape of a 
character. Any one of a number of conventional soaps that 
are bathtub friendly and that may be molded to desired 
shapes may be employed for forming the soap body used in 
the present invention. 

[0019] As shoWn most clearly in FIG. 2, the resilient coil 
12 may include an end plate member 17 at the ?rst end 13, 
and a second end plate number 18 at the second end 14. The 
end plates 17 and 18 may be, for example, circular plates 
that are preferably formed of plastic. The end plates 17 and 
18 may be directly or indirectly connected to one or more of 
the end loops of the helical coil 12 at the respective ends. 

[0020] The helical coil 12 is preferably covered With a 
cover. In the embodiments shoWn in FIGS. 1-3 and 5, the 
fabric cover may take the form of a cylindrical sleeve 19, 
preferably made from a fabric or cloth or other like material, 
that may encapsulate the entire coil 12. The sleeve 19 may 
be formed, for example, of terry cloth or other soft and 
resilient cloth materials suitable for bathtub toys. The sleeve 
19 may have ends 19(a) and 19(b) that may be secured to the 
end plates 17 and 18. 

[0021] In addition to providing a soft outer surface for the 
resilient coil 12, the sleeve 19 may act as a mechanism for 
limiting the distance that the coil 12 may be extended. The 
sleeve 19 may have sufficient resiliency and a preset length 
that may permit the coil 12 to be completely contracted and 
also expanded to a certain distance, but not to an undue 
length. For example, the sleeve 19 may limit the expand 
ability of the coil 12 to betWeen, for example, one inch and 
tWelve inches. HoWever, it should be understood by those 
skilled in the art that the length of extendibility of the coil 
12 may vary considerably depending upon the desired 
application or character of the tub toy 10. 

[0022] As shoWn in FIG. 2, the end plates 17 and 18 
preferably include a projection 20 for attachment to soap 
bodies, such as the ?rst soap body 16. The soap body 16 may 
have an aperture 21 that permits the soap body 16 to be, for 
example, snap ?t to either one of the end plates 17 and 18. 
HoWever, it should be understood by those skilled in the art 
that other mechanisms may be implemented for securing the 
ends plates 17 and 18 to the soap body 16. The projection 20 
is preferably adapted for permitting attachment and detach 
ment of a selected soap body such that a soap body may be 
interchangeably connectable to the resilient coil 12. Further, 
after the soap body dissolves after use, a neW soap body may 
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be purchased or otherWise obtained and may be connected to 
one or both of the end plates 17 and 18 of the resilient coil 
12. 

[0023] In another embodiment of the present invention, 
one of the soap bodies attached to the end plates 17 or 18 
may be replaced With a sponge or other cloth. Preferably, a 
tail section of a knoWn creature, such as a ?sh or serpent or 
the like, may be made from a sponge or strips of cloth or 
other material that may be used in conjunction With the soap 
body 16 attached at an opposite end of the body 12. As a 
result, a soap and a Washing cloth or sponge are imple 
mented in combination for both amusement and for Washing 
and/or cleaning the body of an individual, such as a child. Of 
course, many arrangements of the bodies that may be 
attached to the body 12 may be implemented by those skilled 
in the art. 

[0024] In the embodiment shoWn in the draWings, the tub 
toy 10 preferably includes the central body 11, a ?rst soap 
body 16 and a second soap body 22. The ?rst soap body 16 
and the second soap body 22 may be connected as shoWn to 
the end plates 17 and 18 of the resilient coil 12 so that the 
?rst soap body 16 and the second soap body 22 may be 
moved relative to each other by either expanding or con 
tracting the resilient coil 12. 

[0025] The ?rst soap body 16 and the second soap body 22 
preferably take the form, respectively, of a molded head 23 
and a tail 24. As shoWn in FIGS. 1-3, the combination of the 
head 23, the body 12, and the tail 24 may form an aquatic 
character, such as, for example, a serpent or other sea 
creature. As another example, referring to FIG. 5, the head 
23 and the tail 24 may take the form of a head and tail of a 
Whale or other similar sea creature. 

[0026] While the tub toy 10 may preferably be used to 
form a sea creature to maintain consistency With the Water 
theme of the toy, it should be understood that the tub toy 10 
may be formed as a variety of different characters or objects 
dependent upon the desired effect. For example, the tub toy 
10 may include a central body 11 formed of a resilient coil 
12 and soap bodies to form other animals (such as dogs, cats, 
horses, bulls, coWs, etc.), objects (such as telescopes, sub 
marines, boats, etc.), or any one of a number of variety of 
other items suitable, for example, for children and tub toys. 

[0027] In the alternate embodiment shoWn in FIG. 4, the 
covering for the coil 12 may take the form of a fabric sleeve 
25 that may extend along the helically-Wound member 15. 
In other Words, the fabric sleeve 25 may folloW along the 
coil 15 and does not encapsulate the entire coil 12, such as 
the sleeve 19 shoWn and described With reference to, for 
example, FIGS. 1 and 2. This construction may permit 
access to the inside of the cylindrical coil 12 for placing 
objects, such as, for example, other soap bars, Within the 
body 11 of the tub toy 10 or for other activities that may, for 
example, provide amusement or the like. 

[0028] Referring to FIG. 5, the coil 12 may include 
alternative means for limiting the extendibility of the coil 12. 
In the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 5, the coil 12 may include 
on its interior a resilient cord 26 that may be attached to the 
end plates 13 and 14. The resilient cord 26 may be made of 
resilient fabric or rubber and may have a pre-selected length 
to limit the overall extendability of the coil 12 to a desired 
length, such as, for example, to a maximum length of one or 
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tWo feet. The resilient cord 26 may also be Wrapped around 
one side of the coil 12 rather than disposed in the middle of 
the coil 12. The resilient cord 26 may be particularly useful 
for use in conjunction With the embodiment, such as shoWn 
in FIG. 4, having a fabric sleeve 25 that may folloW along 
the coil 12 rather than encapsulating the entire coil 12. The 
range of movement and length of the resilient coil 12 may 
vary considerably. Preferably, a variable length betWeen one 
inch and tWelve inches, for example, may be implemented 
for most tub toys although any length may be implemented 
by one skilled in the art. 

[0029] Although the present invention has been described 
With reference to using the toy in a bathtub, it should be 
understood that any environment, preferably an environment 
that includes Water, such as a pool, lake, ocean or the like, 
may be desirable for using the toy of the present invention. 

[0030] Further, although the present invention has been 
described in its preferred embodiment using soap at one or 
both of the ?rst end or the second end of the toy, it should 
be understood that the soap at one or both of the ends may 
be replaced With a molded plastic, molded rubber or other 
like piece at one or both of the ends and may attach to the 
resilient coil. The toy may also incorporate, for example, a 
noise making mechanism Which may create, for example, a 
“squeak” or other noise When pressure or the like is applied 
to one or more of the pieces at the end of the toy. Similarly, 
other noise making devices, such as one or more jingling 
bells, may be incorporated in the toy of the present inven 
tion. 

[0031] It should be understood that various changes and 
modi?cations to the presently preferred embodiments 
described herein Will be apparent to those skilled in the art. 
Such changes and modi?cations may be made Without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the present invention 
and Without diminishing its attendant advantages. It is, 
therefore, intended that such changes and modi?cations be 
covered by the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A toy comprising: 

a ?rst body formed from a resilient coil having a ?rst end 
and a second end; and 

a second body formed from soap at one of the ?rst end and 
the second end of the ?rst body. 

2. The toy of claim 1 further comprising: 

a ?rst end plate at the ?rst end or the ?rst body; and 

a second end plate at the second end of the ?rst body. 
3. The toy of claim 2 Wherein the second body is secured 

to the ?rst end plate. 
4. The toy of claim 1 further comprising: 

a covering around the ?rst body. 
5. The toy of claim 1 further comprising: 

a sleeve around the resilient coil. 
6. The toy of claim 1 Wherein the resilient coil is formed 

of a helically-Wound member and a covering that encircles 
and extends along the helically-Wound member. 

7. The toy of claim 1 further comprising: 

a third body at the other of the ?rst end and the second end 
of the ?rst body. 
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8. The toy of claim 7 Wherein the second body forms a 
head of a knoWn character and the third body forms a tail of 
the knoWn character. 

9. The toy of claim 7 Wherein the third body is formed 
from soap. 

10. The toy of claim 8 Wherein the head and the tail of the 
character, in combination With the ?rst body formed from 
the resilient coil, represent a sea creature. 

11. The toy of claim 1 further comprising: 

a projection associated With the ?rst end of the ?rst body 
adapted to be secured to the second body. 

12. The toy of claim 1 further comprising: 

a resilient limiting member extending along the ?rst body. 
13. A tub toy comprising: 

a central body formed from a resilient coil having a ?rst 
end and a second end; 

an end plate associated With at least one of the ?rst ends 
and the second ends; and 

a soap body secured to the at least one of end plates at the 
?rst end of the central body and at the second end of the 
central body. 

14. The tub toy of claim 13 further comprising: 

a second body secured to the other one of the ?rst end or 
the second end. 

15. The tub toy of claim 14 Wherein the soap body is 
shaped to form a head and the second body is shaped to form 
a tail. 

16. The tub toy of claim 15 Wherein the head and the tail 
form a sea creature. 

17. The tub toy of claim 13 further comprising: 

a resilient limiting member extending along the resilient 
coil. 

18. The tub toy of claim 13 further comprising: 

a sleeve extending betWeen the ?rst end and the second 
end of the coil. 

19. The tub toy of claim 13 further comprising: 

a sleeve that covers and extends along a helically-Wound 
member that forms the coil. 

20. The tub toy of claim 13 further comprising: 

a projection on the end plate. 
21. The tub toy of claim 13 Wherein the resilient coil has 

a length betWeen one inch and tWelve inches. 
22. A method for Washing a body of an individual, the 

method comprising the steps of: 

providing a ?rst body formed from a resilient coil having 
a ?rst end and a second end; 

providing a second body formed from soap; and 

attaching the second body to the ?rst body. 
23. The method of claim 22 further comprising the steps 

of: 

providing a third body; and 

attaching the third body to the ?rst body. 
24. The method of claim 22 Wherein the second body 

forms at least a portion of an identi?able object. 

* * * * * 


