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(57) ABSTRACT 

A compression bandage system is disclosed comprising an 
inner skin facing layer and an elastic outer layer. The inner 
layer comprises a ?rst ply of foam and a second ply of an 
absorbent nonWoven Web. Both the inner and outer layers 
are suf?ciently elongated so as to be capable of being Wound 
about a patient’s limb. Preferably, the foam comprises an 
ester based polyurethane. The nonWoven Web preferably 
comprises carded ?bers, especially cotton ?bers, Which are 
needle punched to the foam at less than 500 needles per inch, 
more preferably at less than 200 needles per inch, and most 
preferably at less than 100 needles per inch. 
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MULTI-LAYER COMPRESSION BANDAGE 

[0001] This applications claims priority from Us. Provi 
sional Application Serial No. 60/046,909 ?led May 16, 
1997. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention pertains to compression ban 
dages, and in particular to multi-layer compression ban 
dages. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] Multi-layer compression bandages provide the 
most current and successful method for handling venous leg 
ulcers. HoWever, improper compression bandaging has been 
knoW to produce leg ulcers. In a paper entitled “Padding 
Bandage Performance Analysis” presented at the ?fth Euro 
pean Conference on Advances In Wound Management, Nov. 
21-24, 1995, Rigby et al. describe hoW improper compres 
sion bandaging, caused by substrates With loW compress 
ibility, can produce ulcers at the tibia region of the leg due 
to the high pressure exerted over the small radius of the tibia. 
They opine that the lack of subcutaneous tissue in the region 
exasperates the problem by leaving that area of the leg 
Without any natural padding of its oWn. They further dem 
onstrate that polyester components are better suited for this 
than absorbent components such as rayon because of the 
ability of polyester to compress greatly. 

[0004] To alleviate such problems, compression bandage 
systems typically employ multiple layers including a pad 
ding layer betWeen the skin and the compression layer or 
layers. A four layer bandage compression therapy Was 
developed in the late 1980’s by Charring Cross Hospital in 
the United Kingdom as an elastic replacement for the Unna 
boot used theretofor. (The Unna boot is a nonstretchable Zinc 
oxide paste impregnated gauZe.) This four layer system 
included an inner layer of orthopedic Wool to absorb exudate 
and alleviate pressure points, a crepe bandage to increase 
absorbency and smooth out the orthopedic Wool layer so as 
to avoid pressure points, a highly elastic conformable com 
pression bandage to provide graduated compression, and a 
cohesive elastic bandage to provide additional compression 
and retain the system in place for upWards of one Week. The 
four layer system is not optimal because the ?rst layer is 
dif?cult to apply, it has little integrity because processing of 
absorbent ?bers compresses them signi?cantly, and speci?c 
training must be given to avoid causing pressure points. If 
not applied properly, the system slips signi?cantly and 
sustained compression is not maintained. Over time the four 
layer system slips more and is uncomfortable to the patients 
and their compliance to keep the bandage on becomes 
dif?cult. 

[0005] The study by Rigby et al. shoWs the importance of 
proper padding under the compression bandage. Their pre 
ferred padding layer comprised an all polyester needle 
punched and thermo-bonded nonWoven fabric. It Was shoWn 
to reduce pressure on the tibia during compression bandag 
mg. 

[0006] Recently, practitioners have also used DELTA 
ROLL STM available from Johnson & Johnson Professional 
Products, in the United Kingdom, as the ?rst layer in a 
compression bandage system. It comprises polyester ?bers 
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needle punched at about 800 to 1,000 per inch to a poly 
urethane foam substrate. The ?ber side is placed in contact 
With the leg. While providing good padding, it provides 
absolutely no absorption for an ooZing leg ulcer. It has been 
discovered that non-absorbent inner layers are unacceptable 
in compression bandaging. Venous ulcers typically exude 
large amounts of ?uid and this generally increases greatly 
upon application of the compression bandage. If a Wound 
dressing suf?cient to absorb the exudate Were applied under 
a non-absorbent ?rst layer it Would expand to produce a 
large prominence under the compression bandage. Apromi 
nence under the pressure of the compression bandage can 
create pressure ulcers and are to be avoided. Without absorp 
tion, the Wound exudate Would lie against the skin poten 
tially causing damage thereto and reducing the amount of 
time the bandage system can be Worn. For instance, daily 
dressing changes may be required. 

[0007] The present invention overcomes these limitations 
and others by providing an inner layer comprising cotton 
?bers lightly needle punched to a polyurethane foam sub 
strate to producing an inner compression bandage layer 
having a high absorptive capacity, a high ability to compress, 
a high coef?cient of friction against Wet skin, and a high 
coef?cient of friction against itself. The present invention 
overcomes the obstacles of a commercial four layer system 
that has an absorbent ?ber bat as the ?rst layer and a lightly 
stretchable crepe layer as the second component. 

[0008] Additionally, the invention can optionally provide 
a compression bandage and a cohesive compression bandage 
in a resealable container Which optionally also includes a 
non-adherent Wound dressing. This preferred “kit” alloWs a 
health care provider to tailor the kit for an individual patient 
and conveniently transport that speci?cally tailored com 
pression bandage kit to the patients residence in a home 
health care situation. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0009] A compression bandage system according to the 
present invention comprises an inner skin facing layer and 
an elastic outer layer. The inner layer comprises a ?rst ply of 
foam and a second ply of an absorbent nonWoven Web. Both 
the inner and outer layers are suf?ciently elongated so as to 
be capable of being Wound about a patient’s limb. 

[0010] Preferably, the foam comprises a polyurethane, 
more preferably an ester based polyurethane, and most 
preferably is formed of a polyester polyol and toluene 
diisocyanate. 
[0011] Preferably, the nonWoven Web comprises carded 
?bers, especially cotton ?bers. The cotton ?bers are present, 
preferably, in an amount at least 70% cotton by Weight and 
more preferably are essentially all of cotton. The carded 
?bers may optionally comprise upWards of 30% polyethyl 
ene terephthalate ?bers. 

[0012] Preferably, the ?bers are needle punched to the 
polyurethane foam at less than 500 needles per inch, more 
preferably at less than 200 needles per inch, and most 
preferably at less than 100 needles per inch. 

[0013] Preferably, the ?bers comprise cotton and are 
present at betWeen 3.5 and 4.5 ounces per square yard. 

[0014] Preferably, the coef?cient of friction betWeen a 
surface of the foam and a surface of the ?bers is at least 1.5 
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gm/gm, more preferably is at least 1.8 gm/gm, and most 
preferably is at least 2.3 gm/gm. 

[0015] Preferably, the inner layer exhibits a stretch capa 
bility of at least 50% and more preferably of at least 75%. 
Preferably, the inner layer exhibits a compression in use of 
at least 10% after one hour of 40 mm Hg compression and 
at least 20% after eighteen hours of 40 mm Hg compression. 

[0016] The outer layer may comprise one elastic layer, or 
more than one elastic layer. 

[0017] A further compression bandage system according 
to the present invention comprises a Wound dressing for 
covering a venous ulcer, an inner compressible layer for 
application over the Wound dressing and against a patient’s 
skin, and an outer compression layer for application over the 
inner layer. The inner and outer layers are suf?ciently 
elongated so as to be capable of being Wound about a 
patient’s limb. A resealable enclosure contains the Wound 
dressing, the inner layer and the outer layer and has a sealing 
means thereon for opening and closing the enclosure. Thus, 
a user may add components to the system, take components 
from the system or exchange like components in the system 
and easily transport the complete system to a point of use, 
such as to a home health care site. Preferably, the enclosure 
comprises a plastic bag and the sealing means comprises an 
interlocking tongue and groove seal. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0018] FIG. 1 is a photo-micrograph of an inner layer of 
a compression bandage system according to the present 
invention; 
[0019] FIG. 1A is a photo-micrograph of a foam substrate 
forming a portion of the inner layer of FIG. 1; 

[0020] FIG. 2 is a top plan vieW of a segment of elastic 
bandage; 
[0021] FIG. 3 is a top plan vieW of a segment of the 
bandage of FIG. 2 in a stretched condition; 

[0022] FIG. 4 is a top plan vieW of the segment of FIG. 
2 in an overstretched condition; 

[0023] FIG. 5 is a fragmentary pictorial vieW of a segment 
of the knitted compression bandage illustrating the place 
ment of an indicator yarn therein; 

[0024] FIG. 6 is an elevational vieW of a compression 
bandage system according to the present invention; 

[0025] FIG. 7 is an elevation vieW of the layer of FIG. 1 
being applied to a patient’s leg, speci?cally the foot area; 

[0026] FIG. 8 is an elevation vieW of the application 
process as shoWn in FIG. 7, With the ?rst layer completely 
applied; 
[0027] FIG. 9 is an elevation vieW of the application of the 
second layer of the compression bandage system according 
to the present invention; 

[0028] FIG. 10 is an elevation vieW of the completed 
application of the second layer as of the compression 
bandage system; and 

[0029] FIG. 11 is an elevation of the third layer of the 
compression bandage system according to the present inven 
tion overWrapping the ?rst and second layers thereof. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0030] FIG. 1 illustrates an inner layer 10 of a compres 
sion bandage system 12 (see FIG. 6). The inner layer 10 
comprises a polyurethane foam substrate 14 and a Web of 
carted absorbent ?bers 16. The foam substrate 14 preferably 
has a thickness of betWeen 15 and 60 mils, and more 
preferably betWeen 20 and 50 mils, and most preferably of 
30 to 40 mils. 

[0031] A polyurethane Which is cut to the thickness 
dimension is preferred over foams formed to the thickness 
dimension due to the jagged edges 18 formed by the slicing 
open of individual cells 20 forming the polyurethane sub 
strate 14 (see FIG. Ester based polyurethanes are 
preferred for their generally stiffer nature and smaller cell 
siZe Which provide more jagged edges 18 of suf?cient 
rigidity to produce a high coefficient of friction against the 
absorbent ?ber Web 16. A particular Well suited polyure 
thane is available from William T. Burnett & Company Inc., 
of Jessup, Maryland in the form of their product number 
S82FF90. It has a minimum density of 1.3 lbs. per cubic 
foot, a minimum tensile strength of 22 lbs. per square inch 
and an average tensile strength of 28 lbs. per square inch, a 
minimum ultimate elongation of 300%, and an average 
ultimate elongation of 400%. A pressure of 0.5 lbs. per 
square inch produces a 50% de?ection. All tests are per 
formed in accordance With ASTM-3574. 

[0032] The absorbent ?ber Web 16 preferably has a basis 
Weight of 3.0 to 5.0 ounces per square yard, and more 
preferably a density of 3.5 to 4.5 ounces per square yard. 
Preferably the ?ber comprises cotton. It has been found that 
cotton exhibits a high coef?cient of friction in contact With 
Wet skin. Rayon, although chemically similar to cotton, 
typically does not exhibit such a high coef?cient of friction 
in contact With Wet skin. HoWever, some rayons are pro 
duced With a physical structure to more closely imitate 
cotton ?bers, such as a tri-lobal shaped rayon or TENCELTM 
Which is available from Courtaulds in Mobile, Alabama. 
Mixing cotton ?bers in With the rayon ?bers can increase the 
coef?cient of friction With Wet skin. Of course other absor 
bent ?bers exhibiting acceptable coefficients of friction With 
Wet skin may be substituted by those of skill in the art. 
Although repeatable measurements of the coef?cient of 
friction against Wet skin are dif?cult, the absorbent ?ber Web 
16 should exhibit a coef?cient of friction against itself of at 
least 0.7 gm/gm and more preferably of at least 0.9 gm/gm. 

[0033] To provide directional memory, a small proportion 
of PET ?bers may be added. Preferably these ?bers com 
prise less than 30%, and more preferably less than 15% 

[0034] The absorbent ?ber Web 16 is lightly needle 
punched to the polyurethane substrate 14. Preferably, the 
needle punching is performed at less than 500 needles per 
inch, more preferably at less than 200 needles per inch and 
most preferably at less than 100 needles per inch. A higher 
density of needles in the needle punch process tends to 
compress the absorbent ?ber Web 16 and reduce its effec 
tiveness as a cushioning layer. 

[0035] Overall, the inner layer should stretch by at least 
50% in length, preferably by 75% in length and most 
preferably by 100% in length. Also, the coef?cient of friction 
betWeen the polyurethane foam substrate 14 and the absor 
bent ?ber Web 16 in the completed inner layer 10 is 



US 2002/0099318 A1 

important. As Will be more fully described hereinafter, the 
inner layer 10 is Wrapped about a limb With the absorbent 
?ber Web 16 facing the skin in overlapping Wraps so that 
after the layer has been Wrapped once around the limb it 
overlaps by 50% the polyurethane substrate 14 Which is 
facing outWardly from the limb. Accordingly, the polyure 
thane substrate 14 and absorbent ?ber Web 16 are in contact 
With each other in successive Wraps of the bandage. A high 
coef?cient of friction betWeen these tWo surfaces ensures 
that the bandage Will not slip upon itself during use. Accord 
ingly, the coef?cient of friction betWeen the polyurethane 
substrate 14 and absorbent ?ber Web 16 should be at least 1.5 
gm/gm, and more preferably 1.8 gm/gm, and most prefer 
ably at least 2.3 gm/gm. 

[0036] To provide good padding, the inner layer should 
compress to a certain degree under the degree of compres 
sion it Will experience in use, Without actually ?attening. It 
is most important that it maintain this compression pro?le 
over time so that it does not ?atten during extended use, 
Which typically lasts 7 to 9 days or perhaps longer. Under a 
sustained compression of 40 mm Hg, the inner layer 10 
should compress by at least 10% and at not more 30%. It 
should stay Within this range over a period of sustained 
compression. Preferably, it should exhibit at least 10% 
compression one hour after forces applied and at least 20% 
18 hours after force is applied. 

[0037] A sample of the inner layer 10 Was prepared 
according to the folloWing speci?cations: 4.0 oZ/SQYD 
cotton, 23 mils thick polyurethane foam (ester based), 
needle punched at 200 needles/inch, as herein described. 

[0038] It Was compared against a sample of DELTAROLL 
STM, Which has the folloWing speci?cations: 1.4 oZ/SQYD 
polyester, 22 mils thick polyurethane foam(ester based), 
needle punched at 1000 needles/inch. 

[0039] The results of the evaluation are reported in Table 
1 beloW. Friction Was determined using ASTM test method 
D1894 on an INSTRON Model Number 1122 Tester using 
a 200 gm Weight sled. Results are recorded in grams of force 
per grams of Weight. 

TABLE 1 

Inner layer Inner layer Commercial 
10 @ 100 10 @ 200 four layer Delta 

needles/inch needles/inch system Roll “S” TM 

% stretch 52% 73% 33% 50% 
Fiber to 2.3 gm/gm 1.5 gm/gm 0.8 gm/gm 2.2 gm/gm 
foam 
coef?cient 
of friction 
Fiber to 0.9 gm/gm 0.7 gm/gm 0.7 gm/gm 0.7 gm/gm 
?ber 
coef?cient 
of friction 
One hour 13% 10% 6% 11% 
compression 
18 hour 18% 23% 19% 22% 
compression 

[0040] The inner layer 10 Was also compared With a 
commercially available four layer compression bandage 
system of similar construction to the above described four 
layer system in connection With Charring Cross Hospital. By 
having a high coef?cient of friction against Wet skin and 
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itself, the inner layer 10 Was demonstrated to slip less over 
7 days than the commercially available four layer system. In 
a test of 35 adults Wearing both bandages Where each 
bandage Was alternated betWeen left and right legs, slipped 
signi?cantly less at the 95% con?dence level than an avail 
able commercial four layer system. This invention’s slip 
page on the average Was 2.5 inches after 7 days and the 
available four layer system slipped 2.7 inches after 7 days of 
Wear. Statistics at the 95% con?dence level predict that this 
invention’s expected slippage is betWeen 2.36 and 2.6 
inches, Whereas the available four layer system’s expected 
slippage is betWeen 2.6 and 2.86 inches. Slip Was measured 
from the original location of the top of the bandage at the 
knee to the position beloW that to Which the top of the 
bandage slipped. 
[0041] More signi?cantly, the slip characteristics of the 
present invention left little or no gaps in the inner layer after 
a Week of Wear. When it slipped, it did so uniformly over the 
length of the leg, the successive Wraps increasing their 
overlap slightly from the 50% overlap as applied. In con 
trast, the four layer system slipped in a less even fashion, 
frequently leaving gaps at the ankle as the bandage inner 
layer slipped from the ankle to beloW the foot, and thereby 
leaving bony prominences unprotected by the inner layer. 

[0042] FIG. 2 illustrates a segment 40 of knitted elastic 
bandage 41 forming a second layer 22 of the compression 
bandage system 12. The elastic bandage 41 may be any of 
various commercially available knit or Woven materials 
formed on various length, Width, densities, etc., for use as 
compression bandages or Windings. A typical knit bandage 
and method of making same is disclosed in US. Pat. No. 
4,665,909 Which Was issued May 19, 1987 to Fred M. 
Trainor, and Which is incorporated herein by reference. 

[0043] As shoWn in FIG. 2 indicator yarns 60 and 61 are 
positioned Within the knit fabric 41 to de?ne a continuous 
pattern 72 comprised of adjoining rectangles 73 extending 
the length of the strip. The yarn Which forms the continuous 
pattern 72 is contained Within the knit fabric in tWo parallel 
roWs, each of Which parallels the Wales of the strip. At 
predetermined spaced intervals, each of the parallel yarns 
60, 61 is deviated toWard the other (as more clearly illus 
trated in FIGS. 3 and 4) so that the opposed excursions 
merge to de?ne parallel interconnection bars 60b, 61b 
betWeen the parallel yarn base lines. The parallel bars, in 
cooperation With the parallel yarn base lines, de?ne a series 
of rectangles 73. 

[0044] The knitted strip is formed in the stretched condi 
tion. Thus, the indicator yarn is positioned parallel With the 
Wales of the knit in its fully extended condition. HoWever, 
as the elastic bandage contracts, the indicator yarn is com 
pressed axially to form rather enlarged indicator pattern 
lines 60a, 61a as shoWn in FIG. 2. As shoWn in FIG. 4, the 
indicator yarn 60, 61 in each roW deviates inWardly toWard 
the other roW may overlap as shoWn. When the bandage is 
stretched, the overlap of the yarn forming an indicator bar 
may become visually apparent. 

[0045] Inclusion of an indicator yarn in a knitted strip is 
shoWn in detail in FIG. 5 Which illustrates formation of a 
knit yarn as disclosed in Trainor US. Pat. No. 4,665,909, 
supra. As shoWn in FIG. 5, the fabric 71 is formed With a 
plurality of knitted Warp yarns 34 forming individual, 
unconnected Wales or columns 35 extending the full length 
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of the fabric strip parallel With each other in direction 88. 
Front and back strands of Weft or ?lling yarn 44 and 42, 
respectively, are interWoven or ?oated Within the knitted 
Wales of the Warp yarns in transverse direction betWeen each 
side edge of the fabric to de?ne a plurality of aligned front 
and back courses. Each pick or course of front and back Weft 
yarn passes through and engages each loop of Warp yarn 
aligned With that course of fabric. A plurality of secondary 
Warp strands 52 are longitudinally interlayed or folded 
betWeen the front and back courses of the Weft yarn and 
betWeen and parallel With each of the Wales of the primary 
Warp yarn. The front courses of the Weft yarn are thus spaced 
from the back courses of the Weft yarn by the thickness of 
the secondary Warp strands 52. The secondary Warp yarn 52 
is elastic and may be rubber or synthetic material. The 
secondary Warp stands enable the fabric to be stretched and 
to exert compressive force When Wrapped around a body 
part or the like. 

[0046] Parallel strands of colored yarn 60, 61 (only yarn 
60 is shoWn in FIG. 5) are laid Within the front face of the 
knit fabric parallel With one column. Preferably, each indi 
cator yarn 60, 61 is included in one column of knitted Warp 
as shoWn in FIG. 5. 

[0047] As illustrated in FIG. 5, a colored yarn 60 is 
included in the column 35 of Warp 34 and thus extends 
parallel With longitudinal direction 88. HoWever, at prese 
lected spaced intervals the indicator yarn 60 deviates later 
ally across the Wales 35 a predetermined excursion distance 
(parallel With Weft yarn 44) and then, Within a single stitch, 
returns to the original column. Each excursion forms a 
parallel deviation or interconnection bar 60b, 61b as shoWn 
in the stretched segments of FIG. 2 and FIG. 3. In the 
preferred embodiment, the excursions 60b, 61b are formed 
in adjacent stitches so that they may overlap and thus form 
a continuous deviation or indicator bar. As noted above, the 
indicator yarn is inserted While the knot fabric is being 
formed in the stretched condition. Thus, When the knitted 
fabric contracts, the adjacent deviation bars 60b, 61b col 
lapse longitudinally to form a pattern visually perceived as 
a single enlarged bar. 

[0048] A single strand of yarn is used as the indicator yarn 
in each base line 60a, 60b. HoWever, multiple strands may 
be used if desired. The indicator yarn 60, 61 is merely used 
to form a visual marker. Thus, the term “colored” as used 
herein merely indicates that the visually perceived color of 
the indicator yarn 60, 61 is sufficiently contrasted With the 
visually perceived color of the knit fabric yarn so that the 
user may identify the pattern formed thereby. A four inch 
Wide 50% compression bandage Was formed Which pro 
duces 25 mm Hg compression at the ankle portion of a 
human leg With the folloWing: 

[0049] 2 strands nylon (70/2) 

[0050] 28 strands polyester (1/ 150 d.) 

[0051] 27 strands polypropylene (210 d.) 

[0052] 4 strands cotton (30/1) 

[0053] 56 strands rubber (60 ga.) 

[0054] An additional tWo (2) strands of blue polyester 
(150 d.) Were used to form the indicator. The parallel 
indicator strands 60, 61 Were inserted 5/s inch apart to form 
parallel tracks on either side of the centerline With intercon 
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nection bars 60b, 61b spaced 5/s inch apart (inside dimen 
sions) at 50% compression. Since this fabric Was knitted at 
210% stretch, the deviations Were spaced a proportional 
distance apart during fabrication, thus forming rectangles 
elongated in the longitudinal direction When formed. HoW 
ever, in the relaxed condition the indicator yarns are com 
pressed and the square become rectangles elongated in the 
transverse direction. Nevertheless, When the bandage strip is 
stretched to 50% compression, each rectangular design 
becomes a 5/s include by 5/s inch square. 

[0055] Of course, any suitable elastic compression ban 
dage can be substituted therefore. HoWever, the bandage 
should provide the required degree of compress, breathabil 
ity and patient comfort. LightWeight, long stretch, class 3C 
high compression, cotton-polyester knitted bandages are 
preferred. Class 3C refers to the Thomas Classi?cation 
System and provides high compression of betWeen 25 to 35 
mm Hg. 

[0056] The third layer 24 comprises a nonWoven fabric 
With SPANDEX elastic yarns bonded With a natural rubber 
cohesive latex base system. This layer provides about 40% 
of the compression required for the overall system 12. It is 
composed of about 35% nonWoven nylon ?bers, 63% latex 
cohesive and 2% elastic ?bers. It provides a long stretch and 
the latex cohesive alloWs it to stick upon itself Without 
requiring clips or other attachment media. A suitable cohe 
sive compression bandage is available from Andover coated 
products of Salisbury, Massachusetts under the tradename 
CO_FLEXTM. 
[0057] Generally, the ulcerated portion of the leg should 
be dressed With a non-adherent Wound dressing 26 so that 
the inner layer 10 does not stick to the ulcer. A preferred 
Wound dressing is the ADAPTICTM non-adhering dressing 
available from Johnson & Johnson Medical, Inc., of Arling 
ton, Tex. Which comprises a non-adherent cellulose acetate 
net impregnated With a petrolatum emulsion. 

[0058] Each of these components can be conveniently 
packaged Within a resealable container 28 such as a reseal 
able plastic bag, preferably With a Zipper like sealing mecha 
nism 30. A Zipper type tongue and groove ZIPLOCKTM seal 
is preferred. The inner layer 10, the second layer 22, and the 
third layer 24, are preferably rolled and individually 
Wrapped. In a preferred embodiment, the inner layer 10 is 
provided in a 4 inch by 156 inch dimension (unstretched), 
the second layer in a 4 inch by 90 inch dimension 
(unstretched)and the third layer in a 4 inch by 216 inch 
dimension (stretched). A product insert 32 With instructions 
for applying the Wound dressing is also included Within the 
enclosure 28. 

[0059] As provided by the instructions, the Wound dress 
ing is applied as folloWs. First, the Wound is cleaned and 
dressed as appropriate. Preferably, the non-adherent dress 
ing 26 is applied thereto. Other dressing types may be 
substituted therefore, such as hydropolymer dressings, col 
lagen-alginate Wound dressings, foam dressings, hydroco 
loid dressings, or collagen Wound gels. 

[0060] Turning noW to FIG. 7, after the Wound dressing 
26 is applied, the inner layer 10 is spirally Wound onto the 
affected limb, in this case a leg. The Winding starts from the 
base of the toes using a spiral technique at 50% overlap and 
continues to just beloW the knee. Only slight tension need be 
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applied, merely enough to make the inner layer adhere to 
itself. As described before, the absorbent ?ber Web 16 is 
placed in contact With the skin and overlaps in each spiral 
Wrap onto the polyurethane substrate 14. The jagged edges 
18 of the cut polyurethane (see FIG. 1A) adhere against the 
?ber Web 16 to prevent slippage of the inner layer. FIG. 8 
shoWs the complete Wrapping of the inner layer 10. Any 
excess should be removed and a free end attached With an 
appropriate medical grade tape. 

[0061] Over the inner layer, the second elastic compres 
sion layer 22 is applied. A spiral technique is used betWeen 
the base of the toes and the ankle as illustrated in FIG. 9, and 
optionally above the ankle a FIG. 8 technique as illustrated 
in FIG. 10 may be applied for enhanced compression. If less 
compression is desired the spiral technique may be applied 
all the Way to the knee. A 50% stretch With a 50% overlap 
Is preferred. Over the second layer, the third compression 
cohesive layer 24 is applied in a spiral technique With a 50% 
extension and 50% overlap. Any excess bandage should be 
removed to avoid any overlap at the knee. The self adhering 
nature of the outer cohesive bandage alloWs it to stay in 
place Without further restraints. The compression bandage 
system 12 delivers sustained compression over a period of 7 
to 9 days. 

[0062] While the invention has been described With regard 
to a particular embodiment thereof, those skilled in the art 
Will understand, of course, that the invention is not limited 
thereto since modi?cations can be made by those skilled in 
the art, particularly in light of the foregoing teachings. 
Reasonable variation and modi?cation are possible Within 
the foregoing disclosure of the invention Without the depart 
ing from the spirit of the invention. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A compression bandage system comprising an inner 

skin facing layer and an elastic outer layer, the inner layer 
comprising a ?rst ply of foam and a second ply of an 
absorbent nonWoven Web, the inner layer and outer layer 
being suf?ciently elongated so as to be capable of being 
Wound about a patient’s limb. 

2. A compression bandage system according to claim 1 
Wherein the foam comprises a polyurethane. 

3. A compression bandage system according to claim 2 
Wherein the foam comprises an ester based polyurethane. 

4. A compression bandage system according to claim 3 
Wherein the polyurethane foam is formed of a polyester 
polyol and toluene diisocyanate. 

5. A compression bandage system according to claim 1 
Wherein the nonWoven Web comprises carded ?bers. 

6. A compression bandage system according to claim 5 
Wherein the carded ?bers comprise cotton. 

7. A compression bandage system according to claim 5 
Wherein the carded ?bers comprise at least 70% cotton by 
Weight. 

8. A compression bandage system according to claim 5 
Wherein the carded ?bers consist essentially of cotton. 

9. A compression bandage system according to claim 5 
Wherein the carded ?bers comprise polyethylene terephtha 
late ?bers in an amount no more than 30% by Weight. 

10. A compression bandage system according to claim 5 
the ?bers are needle punched to the polyurethane foam. 
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11. A compression bandage system according to claim 10 
Wherein the ?bers are needle punched at less than 500 
needles per inch. 

12 A compression bandage system according to claim 11 
Wherein the ?bers are needle punched at less than 200 
needles per inch. 

13 A compression bandage system according to claim 12 
Wherein the ?bers are needle punched at less than 100 
needles per inch. 

14. Acompression bandage system according to claim 12 
Wherein the ?bers comprise cotton and are present at 
betWeen 3.5 and 4.5 ounces per square yard. 

15. Acompression bandage system according to claim 10 
Wherein the coefficient of friction betWeen a surface of the 
foam and a surface of the ?bers is at least 1.5 gm/gm. 

16. Acompression bandage system according to claim 15 
Wherein the coef?cient of friction betWeen the surface of the 
foam and the surface of the ?bers is at least 1.8 gm/gm. 

17. Acompression bandage system according to claim 15 
Wherein the coef?cient of friction betWeen the surface of the 
foam and the surface of the ?bers is at least 2.3 gm/gm. 

18. A compression bandage system according to claim 1 
Wherein the inner layer has the capability of stretching at 
least 50% Without destruction thereof. 

19. A compression bandage system according to claim 1 
Wherein the inner layer has the capability of stretching at 
least 75% Without destruction thereof. 

20. A compression bandage system according to claim 1 
Wherein the inner layer exhibits compression of betWeen 
10% and 30% after one hour of compression of 40 mm Hg 
from the outer layer. 

21. A compression bandage system according to claim 1 
Wherein the inner layer exhibits compression of betWeen 
20% and 25% after eighteen hours of compression of 40 mm 
Hg from the outer layer. 

22. A compression bandage system according to claim 1 
Wherein the elastic outer layer comprises more than one 
independent elastic layer. 

23. A compression bandage system comprising: 

a Wound dressing for covering a venous ulcer; 

an inner compressible layer for application over the 
Wound dressing and against a patient’s skin; 

an outer compression layer for application over the inner 
layer, the inner layer and outer layer each being suf? 
ciently elongated so as to be capable of being Wound 
about a patient’s limb; 

a resealable enclosure containing the Wound dressing, the 
inner layer and the outer layer and having a sealing 
means thereon for opening and closing said enclosure 
Whereby a user may add components to the system, 
take components from the system or exchange like 
components in the system and easily transport the 
complete system to a point of use. 

24. Acompression bandage system according to claim 23 
Wherein the enclosure comprises a plastic bag. 

25. Acompression bandage system according to claim 24 
Wherein the sealing means comprises an interlocking tongue 
and groove seal. 


