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(57) ABSTRACT 

The invention relates to a polymeric foam, preferably a 
polyurethane foam, having a glass transition temperature, 
Tg, Which is at or above room temperature (21° C.). The 
foam is rigid at room temperature and elastic above the Tg. 
The foam has shape memory such that When it is deformed 
at a temperature above the Tg and the temperature is then 
loWered to room temperature or beloW, the foam retains its 
deformed shape, and When the temperature is then raised 
above the Tg the foam returns substantially to its original 
shape. In other Words, the foam possesses hibernated elastic 
memory in the rigid state. The foam is also hydrophobic, 
Which alloWs it to be used in many applications Where 
hydrophilic foams are unsuitable. 
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FOAMS HAVING SHAPE MEMORY 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

[0001] This application claims the bene?t of US. provi 
sional application Serial No. 60/249,975, ?led Nov. 20, 
2000. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0002] This invention relates in general to foam compo 
sitions, and more speci?cally to foams that are elastic above 
the glass transition temperature (Tg) and rigid at room 
temperature, and that possess hibernated elastic memory in 
the rigid state. 

BACKGROUND ART 

[0003] US. Pat. No. 4,725,627 to Arnason et al. discloses 
a squeeZable toy Which is said to possess dimensional 
memory. The toy is made from an elastic material that Will 
change dimension under force, and When the force is 
removed it Will return to its original shape. There is no 
suggestion of a foam that is elastic above the Tg and rigid at 
room temperature, and that possesses hibernated elastic 
memory in the rigid state. 

[0004] US. Pat. No. 5,032,622 to Herrington et al. dis 
closes a densi?able and re-expandable polyurethane foam. 
The Tg of the foam is very broad, starting at a temperature 
Well beloW room temperature. As a result, the foam retains 
some elastomeric character at room temperature—it is not 
rigid at room temperature. The foam can be ?exed and 
compressed at room temperature. As an illustration, the 
patent describes crushing the foam at room temperature to 
mechanically open the cells of the foam. If the foam Was 
rigid at room temperature, the crushing Would break and 
destroy the foam. 

[0005] US. Pat. No. 5,418,261 to Helsemans et al. dis 
closes polyurethane foams having shape memory. The foams 
are prepared With polyoxyalkylene polyols containing oxy 
ethylene residues. The polyols have an average oxyethylene 
content of at least 86% by Weight. Foams prepared With 
oxyethylene based polyols have various disadvantages, such 
as hydrophilicity and other shortcomings, that limit the 
applications of the foams. 

[0006] “Cold hibernated elastic memory (CHEM) self 
deployable structures”, SokoloWski et al., SPIE ’99 Inter 
national Symposium on Smart Structures and Materials, 
Mar. 1-5, 1999, describes shape memory polymeric foams 
and structures made With the foams. There is no disclosure 
of the chemical structure of the foams. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0007] The invention relates to a polymeric foam, prefer 
ably a polyurethane foam, having a glass transition tempera 
ture, Tg, Which is at or above room temperature (210 C.). The 
foam is rigid at room temperature and elastic above the Tg. 
The foam has shape memory such that When it is deformed 
at a temperature above the Tg and the temperature is then 
loWered to room temperature or beloW, the foam retains its 
deformed shape, and When the temperature is then raised 
above the Tg the foam returns substantially to its original 
shape. In other Words, the foam possesses hibernated elastic 
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memory in the rigid state. The foam is also hydrophobic, 
Which alloWs it to be used in many applications Where 
hydrophilic foams are unsuitable. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

[0008] FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating a shape memory 
cycle of a foam according to the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0009] The present invention provides polymeric foams, 
preferably polyurethane foams, that are elastic (?exible) 
above the glass transition temperature (Tg) and rigid at room 
temperature, and that possess hibernated elastic memory in 
the rigid state. The elastic memory of these foams alloWs 
repeated shape changes and shape retention. 

[0010] As illustrated in FIG. 1, an example of a foam 
according to the invention is shaped as a block in its original 
shape. The illustrated foam is rigid at room temperature, 
because the Tg of the foam is above room temperature. When 
the temperature of the foam block is brought above the Tg, 
the foam becomes ?exible. The ?exibility of the foam block 
alloWs it to be compacted into a ?exible sheet. When the 
temperature of the ?exible sheet is brought to room tem 
perature (beloW the Tg), the sheet becomes rigid. No external 
force is required to keep the sheet in its compacted shape, 
because it is “frozen” in that shape. When the temperature of 
the sheet is brought above the Tg, the sheet becomes ?exible 
again and it expands to restore its original shape in the form 
of a block. The restoration of the foam to its original shape 
is referred to as “shape memory”. 

[0011] The phenomenon illustrated in FIG. 1 is controlled 
by polymer netWork structure. The elastic modulus of the 
polymer is loW above the Tg. In the elastic state, the foam 
can be easily deformed by application of external force, and 
the polymer chains can be oriented in the direction of 
deformation. When the temperature is loWered beloW the T 
the polymer motion (micro-BroWnian motion) Will be froZen 
and the polymer chain orientation and deformation Will be 
?xed. When the foam is heated above the Tg, the micro 
BroWnian movement starts again, the polymer chains lose 
their orientation and the foam Will recover its original shape. 
Upon cooling beloW the Tg, the foam Will become rigid, 
maintaining the original shape. 

[0012] The polymeric foam of the invention has a glass 
transition temperature (TQ of at least about 21° C. so that the 
foam is rigid at room temperature. Preferably, the foam has 
a Tg of at least about 35° C., and more preferably at least 
about 40° C. The rigidity of the foam at room temperature 
alloWs it to be used in many applications in Which an elastic 
foam Would be unsuitable. Preferably, the rigid foam is 
substantially uncompressible at room temperature Without 
structural damage. 

[0013] Preferably, the foam of the invention has an open 
cell structure. The open cell structure can be achieved in 
various Ways, for example by appropriate selection of cell 
openers and/or surfactants, or by standard reticulation 
(elimination of cell WindoWs) methods applied on foams at 
?exible (elastic) state above the Tg. The open cell structure 
of the foam alloWs it to be compressed to much less than its 
original volume. 
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[0014] The compressed foam can be transported and 
stored at less expense than a fully expanded foam. Prefer 
ably, the foam can be compressed to less than about 20% of 
its original volume, more preferably less than about 10%, 
and most preferably about 5% or less. The foam Will recover 
its original volume When its temperature is raised above the 
T g. 

[0015] Preferably, the polymeric foam has good heat resis 
tance so that it can go through multiple cycles of shape 
changes Without damage to its structure. Preferably, the 
foam is substantially undamaged at a temperature of 120° C. 
The good heat resistance of the foam alloWs it to be used at 
high service temperatures, higher than standard polyure 
thane foams. The heat resistant foams can be used as rigid 
foams at room temperature or elastic (?exible) foams at high 
temperature. 

[0016] The properties of the polymeric foam of the inven 
tion are achieved by careful selection of the components 
used to make the foam. The rigidity of a foam increases and 
its elasticity decreases With increasing crosslink density and 
increasing functionality of the components. As described 
above, the foam of the invention is rigid at room temperature 
(having a Tg at or above room temperature) and elastic above 
the Tg. Ordinarily, the use of components having a loW 
crosslink density and a loW functionality Would produce a 
foam that is elastic above room temperature, but that Would 
not have sufficient rigidity at room temperature. Conversely, 
the use of components having a high crosslink density and 
a high functionality Would ordinarily produce a foam that is 
rigid at room temperature, but that is not elastic above room 
temperature. 

[0017] It has noW been found that by the careful selection 
of the components, the crosslink density and functionality of 
the components can be decreased to produce a foam that is 
elastic above room temperature, While still producing a foam 
that is rigid at room temperature. In a preferred embodiment 
of a polyurethane foam according to the invention, the 
polyol used to prepare the foam is an aromatic polyester 
polyol. It has been found that the aromatic polyester polyol 
produces a foam having good rigidity and stiffness at room 
temperature, even When the polyol has a loW functionality 
and a loW crosslink density so that the foam is elastic above 
the Tg (above room temperature). Preferably, the aromatic 
polyester polyol has a functionality betWeen 2 and 3, more 
preferably betWeen 2 and 2.3, and most preferably 2. 

[0018] Some examples of suitable aromatic polyester 
polyols are ortophthalic diethylene glycol polyester polyols 
With functionality of 2, such as Stepanol PS-2002 (equiva 
lent Weight of 288) and Stepanol PS-1752 (equivalent 
Weight 316) sold by Stepan Company. Other types of 
aromatic based polyester polyols can also be used for 
preparation of the foams of the invention, including tereph 
thalate based polyols manufactured utiliZing dimethyl 
terephthalate (such as Terate polyols, KOSA) or polyethyl 
ene terephthalate (such as Terol polyols, OXIDE). 

[0019] In addition to the aromatic polyester polyols, poly 
carbonate polyols can also be used to prepare the foams of 
the invention, such as poly(cycloaliphatic carbonate) polyol 
PC 1667 (Stahl USA). These polyols are also characteriZed 
With great rigidity. Advantageously, aromatic polyester 
polyols and polycarbonate polyols produce a foam having 
good heat resistance. 
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[0020] A combination of aromatic polyester polyols and 
polycarbonate-based polyols, as Well as mixtures of these 
polyols With other polyols such as polyether-based polyols, 
and mixtures of these polyols With chain extenders (e.g., 
short chain aromatic or aliphatic diols or diamines) can be 
used to prepare the foams of the invention. Preferred average 
functionality of polyol mixtures is betWeen 2 and 4, more 
preferred betWeen 2 and 3, and even more preferred betWeen 
2 and 2.3. 

[0021] The polyol is reacted With an isocyanate in the 
preparation of the polyurethane foams of the invention. 
Preferably, the isocyanate is an aromatic isocyanate having 
a functionality betWeen 2 and 3, more preferably betWeen 2 
and 2.7, and even more preferably betWeen 2 and 2.4. TWo 
examples of suitable aromatic isocyanates include Lupran 
ate M10 (polymeric diphenylmethane diisocyanate having a 
functionality of 2.2 and an equivalent Weight of 132) sold by 
BASF, and Isonate 50 O,P“ (2,4-/4,4‘-diphenylmethane 
diisocyanate having a functionality of 2.0 and an equivalent 
Weight of 125) sold by DoW. Some examples of chain 
extenders are ethylene glycol, 1,4-butanediol, hydroquinone 
(2-hydroxyethyl)ether, and aromatic secondary diamines 
such as Unilink 4200 (UOP). 

[0022] In addition to the polyol and the isocyanate, the 
foams of the invention can also include other components 
typically used in foams, such as bloWing agents, cell open 
ers, catalysts and surfactants. Some examples of suitable 
bloWing agents include Water (reaction With isocyanate 
gives CO2), loW-boiling organic compounds (e.g., hydro 
carbons and halogenated hydrocarbons such as methylene 
chloride, dichloro?uoroethane, pentane, hexane, and various 
refrigerants), “aZo” compounds Which generate nitrogen, 
and the like. 

[0023] An example of a suitable cell opener is Ortegol 501 
(Goldschmidt). 
[0024] Some examples of suitable catalysts include stan 
nus octoate, tertiary amine compounds such as triethylene 
diamine, bis(dimethylaminoethyl)ether, and organometallic 
compounds. 
[0025] Some examples of suitable surfactants include sili 
cone surfactants and alkali metal salts of fatty acids. 

EXAMPLES 1-6 

[0026] 

Foam Formulations of the Invention (Components in Grams) 

Component 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Polyol A 50 50 50 — 50 50 
Polyol B — — — 50 — — 

Polyol C — — — — — — 

Surfactant 0.5 — — — 0.5 0.17 

Cell Opener — — — — — — 

Water 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 0.8 
Blowing Agent — — — — — 14.0 

Catalyst A 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.15 
Catalyst B 0.08 0.05 — — 0.05 0.05 

Isocyanate A 52.2 52.2 52.3 50.2 — 34.7 
Isocyanate B — — — — 49.5 — 

Properties 
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-continued 

Foam Formulations of the Invention (Components in Grams) 
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-continued 

Foam Formulations of the Invention (Components in Grams) 

Component 1 2 3 4 5 6 Component 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Isocyanate Index 100 100 100 100 100 100 Cell Opener 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.2 0.1 0.2 
Density (pcf) — 2.1 2.3 2.7 2.1 1.7 Water 1.0 0.8 0.1 0.05 — 0.05 
Tg (DSC) _ _ _ _ _ _ Blowing Agent 12 13 12 14 14 14 

Tg (DMA) _ _ _ _ _ _ Catalyst A 0.4 0.25 0.2 0.05 0.05 0.05 

Catalyst B 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 
Polyol A: Stepanpol PS-2002, Stepan [ortophtalate-diethylene glycol poly- Isocyanate A 51.3 48.4 38.1 37.4 36.7 — 
ester polyol (eq. wt. 288; functionality 2)] Isocyanate B — — — — — 35.4 
Polyol B: Stepanpol PS-1752, Stepan [ortophtalate-diethylene glycol poly- Properties 
ester polyol (eq. wt. 316; functionality 2)] — 
Polyol C: Terate 203, KOSA [terephthalate based polyol manufactured Isocyanate Index 100 100 100 100 100 100 
utiliZin dimeth ltere hthalate e .wt. 180; functionalit 2.3 - Surfactgnt: DabZo DCp193, Air l’r%ducts (non—hydrolyza§ble sificone surfac- genslty (pcf) 2'0 1'8 1'9 1'7 1'8 3'0 

(DSC) _ 73 c. _ _ _ 69 c. 

tant) _ Tg (DMA) _ _ _ _ _ _ Cell Opener: Ortegol 501, Goldschmidt E 
Blowing Agent: Genetron 141-b, Allied Signal [dichloro?uoroethane] 
Catalyst A: Dabco 33LV, Air products [33% triethylene diamine in dipro 
pylene glycol] 
Catalyst B: Niax A-1, Urethane Additives [70% bis(dimethylaminoethyl— Example 1 
)ether and 30% dipropylene glycol] 
Isocyanate A: Lupranate M10, BASF [polymeric diphenylmethane diisocy 
anate (eq. wt. = 132; functionality 2.2 ] 
Isocyanate B: Isonate 50 O,P”, Dow 2,4—/4,4'—diphenylmethane diisocyan 
ate (eq. wt. = 125; functionality 2.0)] 
DSC: differential scanning calorimetry. 
DMA: dynamic mechanical analysis. 

EXAMPLES 7-12 

[0027] 

Foam Formulations of the Invention (Components in Grams) 

Component 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Polyol A 50 50 50 50 50 50 
Polyol B — — — — — — 

Polyol C — — — — — — 

Surfactant 0.17 0.17 0.25 0.25 0.25 0.25 
Cell Opener 0.5 0.15 0.10 0.11 0.10 0.10 
Water 0.8 0.8 0.4 0.4 0.1 — 

Blowing Agent 14.0 14.0 14.0 14.0 14.0 14.0 
Catalyst A 0.15 0.15 0.15 0.15 0.10 0.05 
Catalyst B 0.05 0.06 0.10 0.10 0.10 0.10 
Isocyanate A 34.7 34.7 26.7 28.9 24.4 23.0 
Isocyanate B — — — — — — 

Properties 

Isocyanate 100 100 93 100 100 100 
Index 
Density (pcf) 1.4 1.6 1.9 1.5 1.8 1.7 
Tg (DSC) 42° C. — 42° C. 41° C. 40° C. 41° C. 
Tg (DMA) 54° C. — 53° C. 57° C. 54° C. 49° C. 

EXAMPLES 131s 

[002s] 

Foam Formulations of the Invention (Components in Grams) 

Component 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Polyol A — — — — — — 

Polyol B — — — — — — 

Polyol C 50 50 50 50 50 50 
Surfactant 0.2 0.25 0.25 0.25 0.25 0.25 

[0029] The foam is rigid at room temperature. The foam is 
?exible (elastic) at 80° C.—it cannot be fully compressed 
because of the partially closed cell structure. 

Examples 2 and 3 

[0030] The thermal characteristics of these foams were 
similar to that in Example 1. The cell structure was partially 
closed even though the surfactant was not used in these foam 
formulations. 

Example 4 

[0031] A coarse cell structure. Shape memory character 
istics—rigid at room temperature, ?exible and soft at 80° C. 

Example 5 

[0032] This foam was somewhat more friable at room 
temperature compared to those in Examples 1-4. The foam 
is ?exible (elastic) and soft at 80° C.—it cannot be fully 
compressed because of the partially closed cell structure. 

Example 6 

[0033] Closed cell structure and slight shrinkage after 
aging for 15 hours at 105° C. The foam is ?exible (elastic) 
and soft at 80° C.—it cannot be fully compressed because of 
the partially closed cell structure. 

Example 7 

[0034] Open and relatively coarse cell structure. The foam 
has memory shape characteristics. The foam in ?exible state 
at 80° C. was compressed from 40 mm to 2 mm (95% 
deformation) and let to cool to the room temperature. Upon 
heating at 80° C., the original foam shape was restored 
(1,900% expansion). 

Example 8 

[0035] This foam has similar characteristics to that in 
Example 7. This foam also had open and relatively coarse 
cell structure even though smaller amount of cell opener was 
used compared to Example 7. However, the cell size in this 
foam was somewhat smaller compared to that in Example 7. 
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Example 9 

[0036] This foam Was prepared utilizing smaller amount 
of Water and cell opener as Well as loWer isocyanate index 
compared to Examples 7 and 8. The foam cell structure Was 
uniform and cell siZe much smaller compared to those in 
Examples 7 and 8. HoWever, this foam exhibited slight 
deformation When exposed to elevated temperature, most 
probably because of the under index. 

Example 10 

[0037] This foam Was prepared utilizing the same amount 
of components as in Example 9 With exception of the 
isocyanate. Isocyanate index in this foam Was 100. This 
foam had uniform open cell structure and desirable shape 
memory properties With temperature. 

Example 11 

[0038] This foam Was prepared With even smaller amount 
of Water compared to Example 10. This foam had uniform 
open cell structure and desirable shape memory properties 
With temperature. 

Example 12 

[0039] This foam Was prepared Without Water utilizing 
only physical bloWing agent. This foam had uniform, very 
?ne open cell structure and desirable shape memory prop 
erties With temperature. 

Example 13-18 

[0040] All foams Were prepared utiliZing aromatic poly 
ester poyol of functionality 2.3 and polymeric isocyanate of 
functionality of 2.2 except the foam Example 18 that Was 
prepared utiliZing isomeric mixture of MDI of functionality 
2.0 All foams exhibited desirable shape memory properties 
With temperature. Foams examples 16-18 had very ?ne and 
slightly closed cell structure that had to be open by crashing 
at temperature above 100° C. (at elastic state of the foams). 

What is claimed is: 
1. A foam composition comprising a polymeric foam 

having a glass transition temperature, Tg, Which is at or 
above room temperature (21° C.), the foam being rigid at 
room temperature and elastic above the Tg (above room 
temperature), the foam being hydrophobic, and the foam 
having shape memory such that When the foam is deformed 
at a temperature above the Tg and the temperature is then 
loWered to room temperature or beloW the foam retains its 
deformed shape, and When the temperature is then raised 
above the Tg the foam returns substantially to its original 
shape. 
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2. A foam composition as recited in claim 1, Wherein the 
polymeric foam is a polyurethane foam. 

3. A foam composition as recited in claim 2, Wherein the 
polyurethane foam is prepared using an aromatic polyester 
polyol. 

4. A foam composition as recited in claim 3, Wherein the 
aromatic polyester polyol has a functionality betWeen 2 and 
3. 

5. A foam composition as recited in claim 4, Wherein the 
aromatic polyester polyol has a functionality betWeen 2 and 
2.3. 

6. A foam composition as recited in claim 2, Wherein the 
polyurethane foam is prepared using a polycarbonate polyol. 

7. A foam composition as recited in claim 2, Wherein the 
polyurethane foam is prepared using a polyether polyol. 

8. A foam composition as recited in claim 2, Wherein the 
polyurethane foam is prepared using a mixture of polyols. 

9. A foam composition as recited in claim 8, Wherein the 
polyol mixture has an average functionality betWeen 2 and 
4. 

10. Afoam composition as recited in claim 9, Wherein the 
polyol mixture has an average functionality betWeen 2 and 
3. 

11. Afoam composition as recited in claim 8, Wherein the 
polyol mixture includes at least one of an aromatic polyester 
polyol and a polycarbonate polyol. 

12. A foam composition as recited in claim 11, Wherein 
the polyol mixture additionally includes a polyether polyol. 

13. Afoam composition as recited in claim 1, Wherein the 
isocyanate used to prepare the foam is an aromatic isocy 
anate having a functionality betWeen 2 and 3. 

14. Afoam composition as recited in claim 1, Wherein the 
foam composition includes a chain extender. 

15. Afoam composition as recited in claim 1, Wherein the 
foam has a substantially open cell structure. 

16. Afoam composition as recited in claim 1, Wherein the 
foam has a Tg of at least about 35° C. 

17. Afoam composition as recited in claim 1, Wherein the 
foam is heat resistant such that the foam is substantially 
undamaged at a temperature of 120° C. 

18. Afoam composition as recited in claim 1, Wherein the 
rigidity of the foam at room temperature is such that the 
foam is substantially uncompressible Without structural 
damage. 

19. Afoam composition as recited in claim 1, Wherein the 
shape memory of the foam is such that the foam can be 
compressed to less than about 10% of its original volume 
and then decompressed to return substantially to its original 
shape, and Wherein the foam can undergo at least about 20 
of the compression/decompression cycles. 

* * * * * 


