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(57) ABSTRACT 

A device for holding and dispensing moistened tissue from 
a roll includes a housing having a cylindrical Wall and 
opposite end Walls. At least one of the opposite end Walls is 
removable to alloW placement of the tissue roll in the 
housing. The cylindrical Wall, extending betWeen the oppo 
site end Walls, includes an access opening With a hinged 
door Which moves betWeen a normally closed position and 
an open position to facilitate removal of individual sheets of 
the moistened tissue from the roll. An air tight seal protec 
tively encapsulates the roll Within the housing When the door 
is closed in order to prevent drying of the moistened tissue. 
A tubular doWel, integral With an inside face of one of the 
end Walls, extends axially through an interior of the housing 
for rotatably supporting the roll of tissue thereon. Pegs 
extending outWardly from the opposite end Walls ?t Within 
congruently con?gured recesses of a holder for securing the 
housing to the holder. The pegs and recesses are keyed to 
prevent rotation of the housing When pulling sheets of tissue 
from the roll. An ejection control is provided for urging one 
of the pegs inwardly against a spring maintained Within the 
tubular doWel, to thereby release the peg from the insert so 
that the housing can be removed from the holder for re?lling 
of tissue When needed. 
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MOISTENED TISSUE DISPENSER WITH 
EJECTION MECHANISM 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention is directed to a dispenser for 
pre-moistened Wipes and, more particularly, to a dispensing 
device adapted to be mounted to an existing toilet paper roll 
holder for storing and selectively dispensing pre-moistened 
Wipes from a roll. 

[0003] 2. Discussion of the Related Art 

[0004] Virtually all bathrooms are ?tted With a roll ?xture 
Which is speci?cally structured to rotatably support a roll of 
toilet paper thereon. The conventional roll of toilet paper is 
provided With a tubular core Which is adapted to receive a 
spring loaded doWel axially therethrough so that opposite 
ends of the doWel are urged Within opposing recesses of the 
toilet paper roll holder ?xture. The ?xture, With the roll of 
conventional toilet paper rotatably supported thereon, facili 
tates dispensing of select lengths of sheet paper from the 
roll, for hygienic purposes, particularly When using a com 
mode. 

[0005] Presently, there are numerous brands of pre-moist 
ened toWelettes or Wipes Which can be purchased in either a 
box dispenser or as individually Wrapped units. For the most 
part, pre-moistened toWelettes and Wipes have been used for 
cleaning the hands, particularly after eating a meal at a 
restaurant or picnic, and as a means for cleaning a baby 
When changing a diaper. And, While use of pre-moistened 
toWelettes or Wipes is desirous for use in a bathroom, and 
particularly next to a commode, presently available pre 
moistened Wipes lack the convenience of a mounted roll 
dispenser. In particular, the packaging methods and contain 
ers for pre-moistened toWelettes and Wipes are not adapted 
for dispensing from a roll in a manner similar to a conven 
tional toilet paper roll holder ?xture of the type commonly 
found next to a commode in a bathroom. Instead, pre 
moistened Wipes presently on the market are packaged in a 
stacked array, usually Within a rectangular shaped plastic 
bag or box Which is not suited for convenient dispensing in 
a bathroom. 

[0006] Others have proposed various dispenser devices for 
dispensing pre-moistened toilet paper from a Wall mounted 
housing. Speci?cally, the US. patent to Ogden, US. Pat. 
No. 5,697,577 discloses a pre-moistened toilet paper dis 
penser having a housing With a chamber siZed to receive a 
pre-moistened toilet paper roll on a cylindrical rod Within 
the housing. The housing includes a side opening With a door 
Which is slidably mounted to the housing to selectively 
cover the opening. By opening the door, the toilet paper 
positioned Within the housing can be dispensed for use. The 
Ogden dispenser further includes a holloW compartment 
?xed to a bottom portion of the housing for containing 
electronics used for Warming the moistened toilet paper. 
Other examples of pre-moistened toilet paper dispensers 
proposed in the art can be found in the US. patents to Rao, 
US. Pat. No. 5,439,521; NeWbold, US. Pat. No. 5,660,313; 
Marino, US. Pat. No. 5,897,074; BroZinsky, US. Pat. No. 
6,056,235; Douglas, US. Pat. No. 3,995,582; and Bloch, et 
al., US. Pat. No. 5,509,593. 

[0007] While the various dispensers proposed in the 
related art all contemplate dispensing of pre-moistened toilet 
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paper from a roll supported Within an enclosed housing 
Which may be mounted to a holder on a Wall, they fail to 
fully address the needs of conveniently and effectively 
containing and selectively dispensing pre-moistened tissue 
in a bathroom setting. Speci?cally, the various devices 
proposed in the art fail to provide for easy and ef?cient 
removal of the housing from the holder in order to place a 
neW roll of pre-moistened tissue in the housing When an 
existing roll has been depleted. The housings of the various 
devices proposed in the art, as described above, are all 
dif?cult to remove from the holder. Further, the proposed 
devices fail to provide means for maintaining an air tight 
seal enclosing the interior of the housing to thereby prevent 
premature drying of the moistened toilet tissue contained 
therein. Also, the proposed devices fail to provide adequate 
means to prevent rotation of the housing relative to the 
holder When removing tissue from the roll. Moreover, the 
various dispensing devices proposed in the related art fail to 
provide easily separable sheets of moistened toilet tissue 
mounted on a roll and folded in a manner Which permits 
enlargement of individual detachable sheets once separated 
from the roll. 

[0008] In vieW of the shortcomings in the related art, there 
remains an urgent need for a convenient and effective device 
for containing and dispensing pre-moistened Wipes from a 
roll, Wherein the device is speci?cally adapted for mounting 
to an existing toilet paper roll holder ?xture in a bathroom. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0009] The present invention is directed to a device for 
holding and dispensing moistened Wipes from a roll. The 
device includes a housing having a cylindrical Wall and 
opposite end Walls. At least one of the opposite end Walls is 
removably attachable to an open end of the housing. The 
cylindrical Wall, extending betWeen the opposite end Walls, 
includes an access opening With a hinged door Which moves 
betWeen an open position to facilitate removal of the moist 
ened Wipes from the roll, and a closed position. Seal means 
are provided to protectively encapsulate the roll Within the 
housing in order to prevent drying of the Wipes When the 
door is closed. A tubular doWel, integral With an inside face 
of one of the end Walls, extends axially through an interior 
of the housing for rotatably supporting the roll of Wipes 
thereon. Pegs extend outWardly from the opposite end Walls 
are structured to ?t Within congruently con?gured recesses 
of a holder mounted to a Wall or other structure in a 

bathroom, and preferably next to the commode. An ejection 
control is provided for urging one of the pegs inWardly 
against a spring maintained Within the tubular doWel, to 
thereby release the peg from the insert so that the housing 
can be removed from the holder to replace empty tissue 
rolls. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0010] For a fuller understanding of the nature of the 
present invention, reference should be made to the folloWing 
detailed description taken in conjunction With the accom 
panying draWings in Which: 

[0011] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of the dispenser 
housing shoWn supported Within a Wall mounted holder, in 
accordance With a preferred embodiment of the present 
invention; 
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[0012] FIG. 2 is a partially exploded perspective vieW 
showing the dispenser housing and holder of the present 
invention, With the dispenser housing removed from the 
holder; 

[0013] FIG. 3 is a partially exploded perspective vieW 
shoWing an end cover of the housing removed to facilitate 
replacement of a roll of pre-moistened tissue on a tubular 
doWel Within the housing interior; 

[0014] FIG. 4 is an exploded perspective vieW of the 
housing shoWing the end Wall and door separated from the 
main housing; 

[0015] FIG. 5 is an elevational vieW of an inner facing 
side of the removable end Wall of the housing, shoWing 
attachment tabs spaced about an annular rim and seal means 
for providing an air tight seal betWeen the end Wall and the 
housing cylindrical side Wall; 

[0016] FIG. 6 is an isolated cross-sectional vieW taken 
along the plane of the line 6-6 in FIG. 3; 

[0017] FIG. 7A is a perspective vieW of an under side of 
the door of the housing; 

[0018] FIG. 7B is an isolated perspective vieW taken from 
the area indicated as 7B in FIG. 7A, shoWing a raised lip and 
resilient seal on an under side of the door of the housing; 

[0019] FIG. 7C is an isolated perspective vieW shoWing a 
portion of the housing and a portion of the door removed 
from the housing to illustrate the manner of attachment of 
the door to the housing and a cooperative positioning of the 
raised lip on the under side of the door With a raised lip 
surrounding the opening of the housing side Wall for pro 
viding an air tight seal betWeen the door and the housing 
When the door is in a closed position; 

[0020] FIG. 8 is a partially exploded perspective vieW 
shoWing the end Wall of the housing removed and a roll of 
moistened toilet tissue operatively positioned Within an 
interior of the housing With a sheet of the roll extending 
outWardly through the opening of the housing for dispensing 
thereof While the door is in the open position; 

[0021] FIG. 9 is a partially exploded perspective vieW 
shoWing the roll of moistened toilet tissue and a holloW 
tubular core of the roll removed for purposes of illustration; 

[0022] FIG. 10 is a front elevation, in partial cutaWay, 
shoWing an ejection control mechanism on the holder for 
releasing the housing of the device from a mounted position 
Within the holder in accordance With a preferred embodi 
ment of the present invention; 

[0023] FIG. 11A is a front perspective vieW of the dis 
penser housing illustrating attachment of an adapter to a 
mounting peg of the housing, to facilitate mounting of the 
housing Within a conventional toilet paper roll holder; 

[0024] FIGS. 11B-11E each illustrate an isolated perspec 
tive vieW of an end of the housing to shoW alternative 
embodiments of the mounting peg and adapter Which 
attaches to the mounting peg; 

[0025] FIG. 12 is a front, top perspective vieW shoWing 
the dispenser housing mounted Within a counter top holder 
in accordance With a further embodiment of the present 
invention; 
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[0026] FIG. 13 is an exploded perspective vieW shoWing 
the dispenser housing separated from the counter top holder 
of FIG. 12; 

[0027] FIG. 14 is a bottom plan vieW of the counter top 
holder of FIG. 12; and 

[0028] FIG. 15 is an isolated cross-sectional vieW taken 
along the plane of the line 15-15 of FIG. 14, illustrating grip 
members ?tted to the round legs of the table top holder for 
supporting the dispenser on a surface in a manner Which 
prevents sliding of the holder and scratching of the surface. 

[0029] Like reference numerals refer to like parts through 
out the several vieWs of the draWings. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

[0030] Referring to the several vieWs of the draWings, the 
moistened tissue dispenser of the present invention is shoWn 
and is generally indicated as 10. Speci?cally, the dispenser 
10 includes a housing 12 Which is adapted to be removably 
received With a holder 20 Which secures and maintains the 
housing in an operative, ?xed position. 

[0031] The housing 12 includes a ?rst end Wall 14, an 
opposite end Wall 16, and a generally cylindrical side Wall 
18 extending betWeen the opposite end Walls 14, 16. The 
?rst end Wall 14, de?ning a cover, is preferably removable 
from the end of the cylindrical Wall 18 to reveal an open end 
19 of the housing, as shoWn in FIGS. 3, 4 and 8. In a 
preferred embodiment, the inner face 15 of the end Wall 14 
is provided With a plurality of spaced tabs 24, as best seen 
in FIG. 4, Which interlock Within corresponding slots 25 on 
the housing 12. Speci?cally, as illustrated in FIG. 3, the end 
Wall 14 is attached to the housing by aligning the tabs 24 
With the corresponding slots 26 and then moving the end 
Wall 14 against the housing to cover the open end 19 so that 
each tab 24 is positioned Within an open portion of the 
corresponding slot 26. Thereafter, slight clockWise rotation 
of the end Wall 14 moves the tabs 24 into a locked position 
Within a closed portion of the slots to hold the end Wall 14 
(i.e. cover) on the end of the housing 12. When the end Wall 
14 is attached to the housing, a ring seal 27 on the inner face 
15 of the end Wall 14 engages the annular edge 29 surround 
ing the open end 19 of the housing to provide an air tight 
seal. Alternatively, the end Wall 14 may be removably 
attached to the open end 19 by thread means on the end Wall 
14 and the mating inner surface of the cylindrical Wall 18 
adjacent the open end or by frictional engagement means or 
a snap ?t fastening arrangement. 

[0032] With the end Wall 14 removed, a roll 100 of 
pre-moistened toWelettes or tissue can be placed With an 
interior chamber 30 of the housing so that a tubular doWel 
34 extending axially through the chamber is received 
through the center of the roll, thereby rotatably supporting 
the roll Within the housing, as seen in FIG. 8. When the end 
Wall 14 is attached, a ring 35 (see FIGS. 4 and 5) on the 
inner face 15 receives a distal end of the doWel 34, to thereby 
support the distal end and relieve stress on the opposite end 
of the doWel. Alarge front access opening 36 on the front of 
the cylindrical side Wall facilitates access to the roll of 
pre-moistened tissue 100 to thereby enable dispensing of 
individual sheets 102 of the pre-moistened tissue outWardly 
through the opening 36 of the housing, as seen in FIG. 8. A 
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door 38 is movable between an open position, to permit 
access to the roll of pre-moistened tissue 100 through the 
opening 36, and a closed, sealed position, Wherein the roll of 
pre-moistened tissue is protectively contained Within the 
interior chamber 30 to prevent premature drying thereof. In 
a preferred embodiment, the door 38 is hingedly attached to 
the side Wall 18 of the housing along a top edge 39 of the 
door 38. Speci?cally, hinge means 40 are provided for 
permitting hinged movement of the door 38 betWeen the 
closed position, as seen in FIG. 1, and the open position, as 
seen in FIGS. 3 and 8. The hinge means 40 is speci?cally 
structured to alloW the door 38 to remain in the open 
position, at rest, so that the user can pull the individual 
sheets 102 of the pre-moistened tissue from the roll 100, 
outWardly through the opening 36 of the housing 12, as seen 
in FIG. 8. In a preferred embodiment, the hinge means 40 
is de?ned by a plurality of ?rst tubular segments or gud 
geons 42 provided on the top edge 39 of the door 38 and a 
second set of tubular segments or gudgeons 42‘ on an 
exterior of the side Wall 18, just above the opening 36 in the 
housing. As seen in FIGS. 4 and 7C, the tubular segments 
42 on the door 38 are spaced to intermesh With the tubular 
segments 42‘ on the housing so that When the door 38 is 
properly positioned, and all of the tubular segments 42, 42‘ 
are positioned in axial alignment, a hinge pin 44 is received 
through the aligned tubular segments 42, 42‘ to thereby 
hingedly secure the door to the housing. Ahandle or knob 46 
is provided for lifting the door 38 to the open position. 

[0033] Referring to FIGS. 7A-7C, the door 38 is further 
provided With seal means 50 for maintaining an air tight seal 
betWeen the door and the housing When the door is in the 
closed position. Speci?cally, the under side 51 of the door 38 
is provided With a raised lip 52 Which extends about the 
periphery of the door. A rubber seal 54 is ?xed to the under 
side of the door, just adjacent to and just inboard of the 
raised lip 52, as best seen in FIG. 7B. The housing 12 is 
further provided With a raised lip 56 about the front access 
opening 36, as seen in FIG. 7C. The raised lip 56 on the 
housing is speci?cally structured and con?gured for coop 
erative positioning With the raised lip 52 on the under side 
of the door, so that the lip 56 on the housing is received 
inboard of the raised lip 52 on the under side of the door, 
When the door is in the enclosed position. Moreover, the 
raised lip 56 on the housing is structured and con?gured for 
sealing engagement With the rubber seal 54 on the under side 
of the door When the door in the closed position, thereby 
providing an air tight seal. 

[0034] As seen in several of the draWing ?gures, the 
opposite end Walls 14, 16 are provided With mounting means 
60 for removably mounting the housing 12 Within the holder 
20. In a preferred embodiment, the mounting means 60 
includes peg members 62, 64 Which extend outWardly from 
the opposite end Walls 14, 16 of the housing 12, in axial 
alignment With the tubular doWel 34 and the roll of moist 
ened tissue 100 contained Within the housing. The peg 
members 62, 64 are speci?cally siZed and positioned for 
receipt Within correspondingly aligned recesses 65, 66 in 
opposing Walls 67, 68 of the holder, to thereby secure the 
housing in the ?xed, operative position. In a preferred 
embodiment, the peg member 62 is integrally molded With 
the end Wall 14 to provide a one-piece, unitary structure. The 
opposite peg member 64 is movable relative to the end Wall 
16 betWeen an extended position, as shoWn in the draWings, 
and a compressed position, Wherein the peg member 64 is 
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pressed inWardly toWards the interior chamber, and partially 
Within the tubular doWel. Speci?cally, a spring 70 Within the 
tubular doWel 34 urges a plunger 72 axially outWard against 
the peg member 64, causing the peg member 64 to be pushed 
outWardly to a normally relaxed position, Wherein the peg 
member 64 is fully extended from the end Wall 16. Upon 
application of an inWard, axial force on the peg member 64, 
the plunger 72 is caused to be pushed inWardly, causing the 
spring 70 to be compressed betWeen the plunger 72 and the 
plug 74. InWard movement of the peg member 64 against the 
plunger 72 and spring 70 to the compressed position 
removes the peg member 64 from the recess 66, thereby 
alloWing removal of the housing 12 from the holder 20. 

[0035] In a preferred embodiment, the peg members 62, 
64 are provided With a multi-angled outer surface con?gu 
ration, such as a star-shape or square, to provide a keyed ?t 
Within a congruent con?guration in the recesses 65, 66 of the 
holder 20. The multi-angled, keyed con?guration of the peg 
members and associated recesses prevents rotation of the 
housing 12 relative to the holder 20 upon pulling the 
individual sheets 102 of tissue from the roll 100. More 
speci?cally, the roll of moistened tissue 100 is permitted to 
rotate about the tubular doWel 34 While the housing 12 
remains stationary Within the holder 20. FIGS. 11A-11E 
shoW various examples of multi-angled, keyed con?gura 
tions of the peg members Which are contemplated Within the 
scope of the invention. 

[0036] In the preferred embodiment, as shoWn in FIG. 10, 
an ejection mechanism 80 is provided to permit easy 
removal of the housing 12 from the holder 20 When it is 
necessary to place a neW roll 100 in the chamber 30. As seen 
in FIG. 10, the ejection mechanism 80 includes a button 84 
captivated Within a cavity 82 in axial, adjacent communi 
cation With the recess 66 in the side Wall 68 of the holder. 
The button 84 includes an inner stem portion 85, a proximal 
end portion 87, and an enlarged radial ?ange 86 betWeen the 
stem portion and the proximal end portion. Aspring 88 urges 
the button 84 outWardly relative to the cavity 82 so that the 
proximal end portion 87 of the button is exposed on the side 
exterior of the holder 80. A retaining collar 90 threadably 
secured to the side of the holder receives the proximal end 
portion 87 of the button therethrough and engages the ?ange 
86 to captivate the button 84 Within the cavity 82. Upon 
inWard depression of the exposed proximal end portion 87 
toWards the side of the holder, the ?ange 86 is caused to be 
moved axially inWard to compress the spring 88, as the stem 
portion 85 of the button engages the peg member 64, thereby 
urging the peg member 64 inWardly to the compressed 
position, as described above. In this manner, the peg member 
64 is released from the recess 66 so that the housing 12 can 
be removed from the holder 80. Upon release of the inWard 
force on the button, the spring 88 urges the proximal end 
portion 87 outWard, until the ?ange 86 engages the collar 90, 
to thereby return the button to the normally relaxed position. 

[0037] Referring to FIGS. 8 and 9, the moistened roll of 
tissue 100 is shoWn to include the plurality of individual 
moistened tissue sheets 102 packaged on the roll and about 
a central tubular core 104. The tubular core 104 includes an 
outer cylindrical surface 106 Which is provided With catch 
means 108, such as small bumps, for gripping the ?rst 
sheet(s) 102 Wrapped about the core 104. In a preferred 
embodiment, each of the individual tissue sheets 102 are 
secured to a next adjacent sheet at three perforated segments 
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112, as seen in FIG. 9, to permit ease of separation of the 
individual sheets 102 from the roll 100. Thus, each indi 
vidual sheet 102 can be pulled from the roll 100, and 
outwardly through the access opening 36 of the housing 12, 
as shoWn in FIG. 8, and then, upon applying a slight tug, to 
compromise (i.e. break) the attachment at the perforated 
segments 112, the individual sheet is separated from the roll, 
as the neXt adjacent sheet remains in position for subsequent 
dispensing out through the access opening. In a preferred 
embodiment, the sheets 102 are folded, as seen in FIGS. 8 
and 9, to include three panel portions, including a central 
panel 120, and opposite side panels 122, 124. Speci?cally, 
the side panels 122, 124 are folded in overlying relation to 
the central panel 120, When the sheets are contained on the 
roll 100. Upon removal of each individual sheet 102 from 
the roll 100, the side panels 122, 124 can be folded open to 
enlarge the overall siZe of the sheet. This enables larger 
sheets 102 of moistened tissue to be contained on a roll the 
siZe of a conventional roll of toilet paper, thereby providing 
greater economy of use. Speci?cally, the ability to enlarge 
the siZe of each sheet after detaching it from the roll, 
combined With the effectiveness of the moistened nature of 
the tissue, enables hygienic cleaning using less sheets than 
are normally used With conventional toilet tissue. This in 
effect reduces the impact on the environment, by reducing 
the amount of Waste disposal during each use of the com 
mode. 

[0038] Referring to FIG. 11A, an adapter 140 is provided 
for attachment to the opposite peg members 62, 64 to 
facilitate mounting of the housing 12 Within a conventional 
toilet paper roll holder. Speci?cally, the adapter 140 ?ts to 
the peg members and covers the multi-angled keyed con 
?guration to a provide a smooth, outer cylindrical peg 
surface Which is readily adapted for receipt Within a doWel 
peg recess of a conventional toilet paper roll holder. FIGS. 
11B-11E shoW alternative multi-angle con?gurations of the 
peg members 64a-64d and adapters 14a-14d having con 
gruently con?gured apertures for receipt and attachment to 
the respective peg members 64a-64d. 

[0039] Referring to FIGS. 12-15, a counter top holder 150 
is shoWn in accordance With a further embodiment of the 
present invention. Speci?cally, the counter top holder 150 
includes cradle means 152 for receipt of the housing 12 of 
the dispenser device 10 therein, in the same general manner 
as described in connection With the holder 20 described 
above. Speci?cally, the peg members 62, 64 ?t Within 
congruently con?gured keyed recesses 65‘, 66‘ formed in 
opposite side Walls 154, 156 of the cradle means 152 to 
removably support the housing 12 Within the cradle means 
in a manner Which prevents rotation of the housing When 
dispensing the individual tissue sheets 102 of tissue there 
from. Similar to the holder 20 described above, the counter 
top holder 150 may be provided With an ejection mechanism 
80 to facilitate ease of removal of the housing 12 from the 
cradle means 152. Leg support means 160 may be provided 
on a bottom 162 of the counter top holder 150 to support and 
stabiliZe the counter top holder on a ?at surface, such as on 
a vanity counter top or the tank top of a toilet. The leg 
support means 160 may be of a decorative nature, such as 
round balls 164 shoWn in the embodiment of FIGS. 12-15. 
In this particular embodiment, four round ball-shaped leg 
members 164 are positioned at the four corresponding 
corners on the bottom 162 of the holder 150, as best seen in 
FIG. 14. To further stabiliZe the counter top holder 150, and 
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to prevent unWanted movement (i.e., sliding) of the counter 
top holder When dispensing the tissues therefrom, grip 
members 166 may be ?tted to the bottom of each of the leg 
support members 164. Speci?cally, as seen in FIGS. 14 and 
15, rubber grip inserts 166 are ?tted Within a socket or cavity 
168 formed Within the ball-shaped leg members 164. The 
rubber inserts 166 are speci?cally structured to engage the 
surface upon Which the counter top holder 150 rests, in a 
manner Which stabiliZes the holder so that it does not slide 
When the tissues are dispensed from the housing. Further, the 
rubber inserts 166 on the bottom of the ball-shaped legs 164 
help to prevent scratching of marble, glass, Wood, or other 
counter top surfaces. 

[0040] While the instant invention has been shoWn and 
described in accordance With a practical and preferred 
embodiment thereof, it is recogniZed that departures from 
the instant disclosure are contemplated Within the spirit of 
the invention and, therefore, the scope of the invention 
should not be limited eXcept as de?ned Within the folloWing 
claims as interpreted under the doctrine of equivalents. 

What is claimed is: 
1. Adevice for dispensing sheets of moistened tissue from 

a roll comprising: 

a housing including a cylindrical side Wall, a ?rst end 
Wall, and an opposite second end Wall, said cylindrical 
side Wall and said ?rst and second opposite end Walls 
surrounding an interior chamber of said housing; 

roll support means for rotatably supporting the roll of 
moistened tissue Within said interior chamber in a 
manner Which permits removal of the sheets from the 
roll; 

and an access opening in said cylindrical side Wall, said 
access opening being siZed and con?gured to permit 
passage of the sheets of moistened tissue therethrough; 

a holder for removably supporting said housing in an 
operative position; 

means for preventing rotation of said housing relative to 
said holder When removing the sheets of moistened 
tissue from the roll With said housing supported in said 
operative position; 

attachment means for removably attaching said ?rst end 
Wall to said housing to facilitate removal and insertion 
of the roll Within said interior chamber; 

a door hingedly ?Xed to said housing and being movable 
betWeen an open position to reveal said access opening, 
thereby permitting dispensing of the individual sheets 
of moistened tissue from the roll and through said 
access opening, and a closed position de?ned by said 
door being positioned and disposed in covering relation 
to said access opening to thereby close said access 
opening; 

?rst seal means for providing an air tight seal betWeen 
said ?rst end Wall and said cylindrical Wall of said 
housing When said ?rst end Wall is attached to said 
housing; and 

second seal means for providing an air tight seal betWeen 
said door and said housing When said door is in said 
closed position. 



US 2002/0096597 A1 

2. The device as recited in claim 1 Wherein said roll 
support means comprises a tubular doWel extending axially 
through said interior chamber, said tubular doWel being 
structured and disposed for axial passage through the roll for 
rotatably supporting the roll thereon. 

3. The device as recited in claim 2 Wherein said tubular 
doWel is integral With said second end Wall of said housing. 

4. The device as recited in claim 1 Wherein said holder 
includes opposing ?rst and second faces, said ?rst and 
second faces being spaced apart a suf?cient distance to 
permit receipt of said housing therebetWeen so that said ?rst 
end Wall is parallel With and spaced from said ?rst face and 
said second end Wall is parallel With and spaced from said 
second face. 

5. The device as recited in claim 4 further comprising: 

peg members extending axially outWard from said ?rst 
and second end Walls of said housing; and 

recesses are provided in said ?rst and second faces of said 
holder, said recesses being structured and disposed for 
removable receipt of said peg members therein to 
thereby removably support and hold said housing in 
said operative position. 

6. The device as recited in claim 5 further comprising: 

peg biasing means for alloWing axial movement of at least 
one of said peg members betWeen a normally, relaxed 
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extended position and a retracted position de?ned by 
said at least one peg member being at least partially 
moved axially inWard relative to said housing to facili 
tate removal and replacement of said housing betWeen 
said opposing ?rst and second faces of said holder. 

7. The device as recited in claim 6 further comprising: 

ejection means for releasing said housing from said 
operative position Within said holder in order to remove 
said housing from said holder. 

8. The device as recited in claim 7 Wherein said ejection 
means includes a depressible button exteriorly accessible on 
said housing, said button being operable to move said at 
least one peg member axially inWard to said retracted 
position in order to remove said at least one peg member 
from said recess of said holder, thereby facilitating removal 
of said housing from said holder. 

9. The device as recited in claim 8 Wherein said means for 
preventing rotation of said housing comprises: 

a multi-sided con?guration provided on each of said peg 
members; and 

a corresponding multi-sided con?guration provided in 
said recesses for congruent receipt of said multi-sided 
con?guration of said peg members therein. 

* * * * * 


