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(57) ABSTRACT 

A product comprising an absorbent paper material and a 
container for use as a dispenser, Which is adapted to hanging 
from a support member, such as a toWel bar, is disclosed. 
The container can be optionally located on a surface, such as 
a counter top, and used as a dispenser. This provides the 
container With tWo different dispensing modes. The con 
tainer has a hanger member integral With the container on 
one end, and the hanger member is attachable to the con 
tainer in at least tWo separate positions. The hanger member 
is also adapted to covering at least a portion of the absorbent 
paper material exposed by an opening into the container 
prior to hanging the container. 
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PACKAGED ABSORBENT PAPER PRODUCT, 
CONTAINER, AND DISPENSING METHOD 

BACKGROUND 

[0001] The present invention relates to a product compris 
ing an absorbent paper material in a container, and the 
container for the absorbent paper material. In households 
today there is an ever-increasing demand for novel Ways to 
dispense absorbent paper materials such as facial tissue, 
bathroom tissue, paper toWels, napkins, and the like. In 
particular, With the increase in the number of items stored on 
counters and shelves and the resulting decrease in available 
counter space, there is a need to provide dispensing methods 
or products of absorbent paper materials, Which reduce or 
eliminate the amount of counter space required. Thus, dis 
pensers or products that have a reduced footprint While still 
dispensing standard siZe absorbent paper materials, or hang 
ing dispensers or products, Which eliminate the need for any 
counter space usage, are consumer preferred. 

[0002] In addition, absorbent paper materials are fre 
quently used in areas With eXposure to liquids and moisture 
such as kitchens and bathrooms. Conventional cartons of 
absorbent paper materials, When placed on counters, can be 
damaged by associated liquid spills. By providing a dis 
penser that hangs or a dispenser that protects the absorbent 
paper material from moisture, the product’s usefulness to 
consumers is enhanced. 

[0003] For the foregoing reasons, there is a need for a 
packaged absorbent paper product that reduces the need to 
place the dispenser on a counter, or that protects the absor 
bent paper material inside the dispenser from liquids. 

SUMMARY 

[0004] The present invention is directed to a product 
comprising an absorbent paper material in a container that 
satis?es one or more of these needs, and a method of 
dispensing the absorbent paper material. The invention 
provides a signi?cant advantage in that the absorbent paper 
material is protected from moisture damage by liquids on 
surfaces and counters by hanging from a support member. 
Another advantage is that the product eliminates counter 
space requirements by hanging While still providing accept 
able dispensing performance. An additional advantage is 
that the container can be used as a dispenser When hanging 
or When the container is placed on a counter, thus providing 
tWo separate dispensing modes. 

[0005] Hence in one aspect, the invention resides in a 
combination of a container and an absorbent paper material 
comprising: a substantially enclosed container having an 
interior volume, an interior surface, and a ?rst opening; an 
absorbent paper material in the container; and a hanger 
member having a ?rst hanger end integral With the container, 
and a second hanger end releasably attached to the container. 

[0006] In another aspect, the invention resides in a method 
of dispensing an absorbent paper material comprising: 
releasing a second hanger end of a hanger member attached 
to a container by a ?rst attachment member; Wrapping the 
second hanger end of the hanger member around a support 
member; reattaching the second end of the hanger member 
to the container With a second attachment member; and 
WithdraWing the absorbent paper material through an open 
ing in the container. 
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DESCRIPTION THE DRAWINGS 

[0007] These and other features, aspects, and advantages 
of the present invention Will become better understood With 
regard to the folloWing description, appended claims, and 
accompanying draWings Where: 

[0008] FIG. 1 is an isometric vieW of an embodiment of 
the invention. 

[0009] FIG. 1A is an elevation vieW of FIG. 1. 

[0010] FIG. 2 is an isometric vieW of an embodiment prior 
to hanging the container. 

[0011] FIG. 2A is an elevation vieW of FIG. 2. 

[0012] FIG. 3 is an isometric vieW of an alternative 
embodiment of the invention. 

[0013] FIG. 4 is another alternative embodiment of the 
invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0014] Referring to FIG. 1, a product comprising a con 
tainer 10 and an absorbent paper material 12 is shoWn. The 
container 10, as herein described, is designed to provide the 
advantage of tWo dispensing modes. The container 10 may 
be any siZe or shape useful for containing the absorbent 
paper material 12. In a speci?c embodiment, the container 
10 is disposable upon depletion of the absorbent paper 
material 12, and constructed from board, carton stock, heavy 
paper, and the like. The absorbent paper material 12 is 
substantially in contact With an interior surface 14 of the 
container 10, and not housed Within a second container or 
carton. HoWever, it is possible to design the container 10 to 
be re?llable, and constructed from a sturdier substrate such 
as plastic, metal, or the like. A re?llable container, or a 
dispenser, could be used With an absorbent paper material 
purchased in another pre-packaged container, such as a 
facial tissue carton, that is placed into the dispenser. It is also 
possible to re?ll the container 10 With absorbent paper 
materials 12 purchased in bulk, and not housed in individual 
containers. 

[0015] In a speci?c embodiment, the container 10 has a 
?rst end 16, a second end 18, and a sideWall comprised of 
four panels 22, 24, 26, and 28 as shoWn in FIG. 1 and FIG. 
IA. The container 10 is generally rectangular. Generally 
rectangular means that at least one side of the container 10 
is rectangular, although not all sides of the container 10 
necessarily meet at right angles. Thus, a three dimensional 
parallelogram is generally rectangular. HoWever, it is pos 
sible to construct the container 10 in a spherical shape, a 
cylindrical shape, or any other three-dimensional volume by 
use of a differently shaped sideWall and/or end panel. For 
instance, a cylindrical container Would have one sideWall 
and tWo circular ends, While a spherical container Would 
only have one continuous sideWall. 

[0016] A ?rst opening 30 is provided into the interior of 
the container 10. In a speci?c embodiment, the ?rst opening 
30 is located partially panel 22 of the container’s sideWall 
and partially in the second end 18. Construction of the ?rst 
opening 30 partially in the sideWall and partially in the 
second end 18 has the advantage of convenient dispensing 
independent of the container’s orientation. Thus, acceptable 
dispensing performance is achieved When the container 10 is 
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placed on a surface, or When the container 10 is hung from 
a support member 32. However, any size, style, or location 
of opening con?gured to dispense an absorbent paper mate 
rial 12 through the sideWall from the interior of the container 
10 is possible. The type of absorbent paper material 12 being 
dispensed Will dictate the style of opening. Alternative ?rst 
openings may be located entirely in the container’s ends or 
in any of the container’s panels forming the sideWall. 

[0017] All or a portion of the absorbent paper material 12 
eXposed by the ?rst opening 30 may be covered by at least 
one cover 34 as is conventionally practiced With facial tissue 
cartons. For instance, a removable cover created by lines of 
perforation in the container 10 may occupy all or a portion 
of the ?rst opening 30 (not shoWn). The removable cover is 
stripped from the container 10 prior to dispensing the 
absorbent paper material 12. Alternatively, the absorbent 
paper material 12 may be covered by a poly ?lm Wrap that 
is removed (not shoWn). In a preferred embodiment, a poly 
?lm WindoW With a slit 35 is present as the cover 34 covering 
the absorbent paper material 12, and a removable cover (not 
shoWn) is supplied to protect the absorbent paper material 
prior to dispensing. HoWever, if desired a poly ?lm WindoW 
in combination With the poly ?lm Wrap could be utiliZed 
instead. Alternatively, as later herein described, the hanger 
member 36 can be initially attached to the container 10 to 
cover the ?rst opening 30. 

[0018] As shoWn in elevation in FIG. 1A, the container 10 
has a hanger member 36 that has a ?rst hanger end 38 
integral With the container 10, and a second hanger end 40. 
Integral means the ?rst hanger end 38 is a continuous portion 
of the container 10. The second hanger end 40 is not integral 
as shoWn in FIG. 1A, but is attached to the container 10 by 
a ?rst attachment member 42. It is also possible to construct 
the hanger member 36 such that both the ?rst hanger end 38 
and the second hanger end 40 are integral to the container 
10. The hanger member 36 also has a ?rst opposing surface 
44 and a second opposing surface 46. 

[0019] Referring noW to FIG. 2, the hanger member 36 is 
illustrated in a position When the product is purchased by a 
consumer. The hanger member 36 is attached to the con 
tainer 10 such that the ?rst opposing surface 44 is substan 
tially in contact With the container 10. If desired, the 
container 10 can be used in a non-hanging mode by leaving 
the hanger member 36 attached to the container 10 as shoWn 
in FIG. 2A. With the ?rst opposing surface 44 substantially 
adjacent the container 10, no loop is present to hang the 
dispenser from the support member 32. The hanger member 
36 is attached to the container 10, as received by the 
consumer, by a second attachment member 48 prior to 
hanging the container. Alternatively, the ?rst attachment 
member 42 can be used to secure the hanging member 36 in 
its tWo alternate positions. 

[0020] If desired, the container 10 may be hung from the 
support member 32 by releasing the second hanger end 40 
from the container 10, Wrapping the hanger member 36 
around the support member 32, and then reattaching the 
second hanger end 40 to the container 10. In the hanging 
mode, at least a portion of the ?rst opposing surface 44 is 
adjacent the container 10, While another portion of the ?rst 
opposing surface 44 is adjacent the support member 32. This 
creates a loop betWeen the ?rst end 16 and the ?rst opposing 
surface 44, Which alloWs the container 10 to hang from the 
support member 32. 
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[0021] In a speci?c embodiment, the ?rst attachment 
member 42 is an adhesive, and the second attachment 
member 48 is a plurality of perforated lines 50 de?ning a 
strip 52. To hang the container, a consumer grasps a tab 54 
and removes the strip 52 attaching the second hanger end 40 
to the container 10. The ?rst attachment member 42 is made 
inoperative in this position by placing an appropriate release 
means betWeen the ?rst attachment member 42 and the 
container 10. Such a release means may be a release strip 
placed over the adhesive secured to the ?rst opposing 
surface 44, or a release strip on panel 26 preventing the 
adhesive from attaching the second hanger end 40 to the 
container. After removing the strip 52, the consumer Wraps 
the hanger member 36 around the support member 32, and 
then reattaches the hanger member 36 to the container 10 
With the adhesive. 

[0022] Another possibility, instead of including a release 
means, is a lateX co-adhesive or rubber cement for the ?rst 
attachment member 42. LateX co-adhesive is applied to the 
?rst opposing surface 44 of hanger member 36 near the 
second hanger end 40. Offset relative to the ?rst application 
of the adhesive, additional lateX co-adhesive is applied to the 
panel 26 near the ?rst end 16 of the container 10. Because 
the tWo adhesive locations are offset, the hanger member 36 
can be removed from the panel 26. The tWo adhesive strips 
act as the ?rst and second attachment members. After 
Wrapping the hanger member 36 around the support member 
32, the tWo adhesive locations are aligned and pressed 
together. This reactivates the adhesive providing a secure 
bond for the second hanger end 40 to the container 10. 

[0023] As previously mentioned, tWo separate or different 
types of attachment members are not required. For instance, 
an adhesive ?rst attachment member 42 could be used in 
both of the hanger member’s positions instead of the plu 
rality of perforated lines 50 and the strip 52 combined With 
an adhesive. Alternate types of attachment members may be 
utiliZed. For instance examples of alternative attachment 
members, by Way of illustration and Without limitation, 
include adhesives, hook and loop materials, tabs and slots, 
lines of perforation With or Without a strip, clips, glue, 
hooks, and tape. 

[0024] The container 10 preferably contains an interfolded 
stack of paper toWels as the absorbent paper material, 
although other products may be packaged in the container. 
Aproduct comprising container 10 and a stack of interfolded 
paper toWels has the advantage of tWo dispensing modes— 
resting on a surface or hanging from a support member. 
While being utiliZed in the hanging mode, the container has 
the advantage of eliminating any counter surface require 
ments, and protecting absorbent paper material 12 from 
damage due to liquids that may be present on the surface. 

[0025] FIG. 3 shoWs an alternative embodiment of the 
invention in an elevation vieW hanging from a toWel bar. In 
this embodiment the container 10 has been altered to have a 
parallelogram pro?le as shoWn. The three dimensional par 
allelogram shoWn is generally rectangular since panels 16, 
18, 22, and 26 are rectangular. The parallelogram pro?le has 
the advantage of feeding the absorbent paper material 12 
toWards the ?rst opening 30 as the material is depleted. The 
helps eliminate the need to reach into the container When 
there is a missed interfold or dispensing problem. Because 
the remaining interfolded absorbent paper materials are near 
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the ?rst opening 30, it is easy to restart the dispensing 
process. In addition, the trapezoidal pro?le is aesthetically 
pleasing. The interfolded absorbent paper material 12 is 
shoWn after dispensing several sheets of the material. 

[0026] Referring noW to FIG. 4, an alternative embodi 
ment of the invention is shoWn. The container 10 has a ?rst 
compartment 58, and a second compartment 60 separated by 
an internal partition 62 attached to an interior surface 14 of 
the container 10. An absorbent paper material 12 is located 
in the ?rst compartment 58. The container 10 may be any 
shape or siZe useful for containing an absorbent paper 
material, and need not be the generally rectangular shape 
shoWn. 

[0027] A ?rst opening 30 into the interior of the ?rst 
compartment 58 is provided, and adapted to dispense the 
absorbent paper material 12. The ?rst opening 30 may be 
any shape or siZe useful for dispensing the absorbent paper 
material 12, and may be located anyWhere in the ?rst 
compartment 58. If desired, at least a portion of the absor 
bent paper material 12 may be covered by a cover 34 having 
a slit 35 as previously discussed. 

[0028] Asecond opening 64 into the interior of the second 
compartment 60 is provided. The second compartment 60 is 
adapted to serving as a Waste receptacle for soiled absorbent 
paper materials. The second opening 64 may be any con 
venient shape or siZe, and may be located anyWhere in the 
second compartment 60. As previously discussed, the hanger 
member 36 is integral With container 10 on at least one end, 
and can be affixed to the container 10 in at least tWo distinct 
positions. The hanger member 36 is adapted to being 
removed from the container 10, Wrapped around a support 
member 32, and then reattached to container 10 by an 
attachment member 42 or attachment members. 

[0029] FIG. 4 shoWs the ?rst compartment 58 nearer the 
support member 32. It is possible to construct the container 
10 such that the second compartment 60 is nearer the support 
member 32. It is also possible to construct the container 10 
such that ?rst hanger end 38 of the hanger member 36 is 
located on a different side of the container 10, such as the 
corner or edge connecting panels 24 and 26 (not shoWn). 
This Would change the orientation of the container 10 When 
hung from the support member 32. In addition, locating the 
integral ?rst hanger end 38 of hanger member 36 on such an 
edge Would change the direction the consumer Would need 
to Wrap the hanger member 36 around the support member 
32. This Would result in second hanger end 40 being visible 
on the front of the container 10 on panel 22. Such an 
orientation has the advantage of utiliZing the hanger member 
36 as a cover 34 for the absorbent paper material 12 if 
desired. The hanger member 36 could cover all or a portion 
of the ?rst opening 30 prior to releasing the hanger member 
36 from the container 10 and dispensing the absorbent paper 
material 12. Another advantage is the ease of attaching 
second hanger end 40 to the container 10 When the attach 
ment point is on the front of the container 10. 

[0030] The container 10 preferably contains an interfolded 
stack of paper toWels, although other products may be 
packaged in the container. A product comprising container 
10 and interfolded paper toWels has the advantage of tWo 
dispensing modes. While being utiliZed in the hanging 
mode, the container 10 has the advantage of eliminating any 
counter space requirements, and protecting the absorbent 
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paper material 12 from damage due to liquids on the counter 
surface. While being utiliZed on a counter surface, the space 
provided by the second compartment 60, and any soiled 
absorbent paper material in the second compartment 60, 
protects the unused absorbent paper material 12 from any 
liquids on the counter surface. 

[0031] Accordingly, While the invention has been 
described herein in detail in relation to speci?c embodi 
ments, it is to be understood that this disclosure is only 
illustrative and exemplary of the invention, and is made 
merely for purposes of providing a full and enabling dis 
closure of the invention. The foregoing disclosure is not 
intended to be construed to limit the invention, or otherWise 
to eXclude any other embodiments, adaptations, variations, 
modi?cations and equivalent arrangements; the invention 
being limited only by the claims appended hereto and the 
equivalents thereof. 

We claim: 
1. A packaged product comprising: 

a substantially enclosed container containing an absorbent 
paper material; 

said container comprising a ?rst end, a second end, and a 
sideWall forming an interior surface de?ning the con 
tainer, a ?rst opening into the container adapted to 
dispensing the absorbent paper material, and a hanger 
member having a ?rst and a second hanger end, said 
?rst hanger end integral With the container; and 

the absorbent paper material substantially in contact With 
the interior surface. 

2. The packaged product of claim 1 Wherein the absorbent 
paper material is not contained Within a carton placed into 
the container. 

3. The packaged product of claim 1 Wherein the container 
is disposable upon depletion of the absorbent paper material. 

4. The packaged product of claim 1 Wherein the container 
fully encloses the absorbent paper material eXcept for the 
opening. 

5. The packaged product of claim 1 Wherein the sideWall 
comprises four panels and the container is generally rect 
angular. 

6. The packaged product of claim 1 Wherein at least a 
portion of the absorbent paper material eXposed by the ?rst 
opening is covered by at least one cover. 

7. The packaged product of claim 1 Wherein the second 
hanger end is connected to the container by an attachment 
member. 

8. The packaged product of claim 1 Wherein the container 
further comprises a partition attached to the interior surface 
de?ning a ?rst compartment and a second compartment, the 
?rst compartment containing the absorbent paper material 
and having the ?rst opening, and the second compartment 
having a second opening and adapted for use as a Waste 
receptacle. 

9. The packaged product of claim 1 Wherein the hanger 
member is integral With the container on both ends. 

10. The packaged product of claim 6 Wherein the cover 
comprises a poly ?lm WindoW With a slit. 

11. The packaged product of claim 6 Wherein the cover 
comprises a removable cover attached to the container by 
lines of perforation. 



US 2002/0092789 A1 

12. The packaged product of claim 7 wherein the second 
hanger end can be attached to the container by an attachment 
member in at least tWo positions. 

13. The packaged product of claim 7 Wherein the hanger 
member has a ?rst and a second opposing side, and the 
second hanger end is attached to the container by a ?rst 
attachment member such that the ?rst opposing side is 
substantially adjacent the container. 

14. The packaged product of claim 7 Wherein the hanger 
member has a ?rst and a second opposing side, and the 
second hanger end is attached to the container by a second 
attachment member such that a portion of the ?rst opposing 
side is adjacent the container and a portion of the ?rst 
opposing side is adjacent a support member. 

15. The packaged product of claim 13 Wherein the hanger 
member covers at least a portion of the ?rst opening. 

16. The packaged product of claim 13 Wherein the ?rst 
attachment member comprises a plurality of lines of perfo 
ration and a removable strip. 

17. The packaged product of claim 14 Wherein the second 
attachment member comprises an adhesive. 
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18. Amethod of dispensing an absorbent paper material in 
a container comprising the acts of: 

releasing a second hanger end of a hanger member 
attached to the container by a ?rst attachment member, 
the hanger member having a ?rst hanger end integral 
With the container; 

Wrapping the second hanger end of the hanger member 
around a support member; 

reattaching the second hanger end of the hanger member 
to the container With a second attachment member; and 

WithdraWing the absorbent paper material through an 
opening in the container. 

19. The method of claim 18 Wherein the act of releasing 
the hanger member attached to the container by the ?rst 
attachment member comprises removing a strip de?ned by 
a plurality of lines of perforation. 

20. The method of claim 18 Wherein the act of reattaching 
the hanger member to the container by the second attach 
ment member comprises an adhesive. 

* * * * * 


