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Washington, DC 20005 (US) tems and/or their components, has a main electric motor for 

driving a ?ywheel. By way of a releasable coupling device, 
the ?ywheel drives an output shaft. An auxiliary electric 

(21) Appl, N()_j 09/784,303 motor can additionally be utilized for driving the drive shaft. 
The main electric motor and the auxiliary electric motor are 

(22) Filed: Feb. 16, 2001 arranged within the ?ywheel. 
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ELECTRIC DRIVING SYSTEM 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] This application claims the priority of German 
Application 100 07 505.3, ?led Feb. 18, 2000, the disclosure 
of Which is expressly incorporated by reference herein. 

[0002] The present invention relates to an electric driving 
system, particularly for press systems and/or their compo 
nents, comprising a main electric motor (5) for driving a 
?yWheel (12) to drive a drive shaft (4) via a releasable 
coupling device, and an auxiliary electric motor (12) utiliZ 
able for driving the drive shaft. 

[0003] AknoWn driving system is described in DE 44 21 
527 C2. Because of the tWo electric motors used in this 
driving system, a relatively variable drive of a press system 
can be obtained. The driving system described there is, 
among other things, because of the installation space 
required by it and because of its cumbersome construction, 
limited to a very narroW ?eld of application. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0004] An object of the present invention is to provide an 
electric driving system Which can be operated in a very 
variable manner, can be used at very loW expenditures for 
many different application purposes and requires only little 
space. 

[0005] According to the invention, this object has been 
achieved by arranging the main and auxiliary motors Within 
the ?yWheel. 

[0006] As a result of the accommodation of the main 
electric motor and of the auxiliary electric motor Within the 
?yWheel, a modular construction of the electric driving 
system is obtained Which permits the use of the driving 
system according to the invention for many different pur 
poses. For example, the present invention can be used in 
many different types of press systems and individual presses 
and their components, as for example, in the case of ejector 
systems or transfer systems, and Which requires little space. 

[0007] The construction according to the present invention 
leads to an extremely compact driving system Which, in 
many different applications, requires very loW adaptation 
and mounting expenditures. As a result of the tWo mutually 
independent electric motors in the case of, for example, 
presses, the no-load stroke can be completely uncoupled 
from the Working stroke, Whereby particularly the no-load 
stroke is freely programmable. 

[0008] In advantageous further developments of the 
present invention, a liquid cooling for the main electric 
motor and/or the auxiliary electric motor can be provided. 
This liquid cooling, Which permits a considerably larger 
output of the respective liquid-cooled electric motor, can be 
used because of the compact construction of the driving 
system according to the invention Whereas, With conven 
tional driving systems, considerable dif?culties Were some 
times caused. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0009] Other objects, advantages and novel features of the 
present invention Will become apparent from the folloWing 
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detailed description of the invention When considered in 
conjunction With the accompanying draWings. 

[0010] The single FIGURE is a sectional vieW of an 
electric driving system according to the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

[0011] An electric driving system 1, for a press system, a 
single press, such as a toggle press or an eccentric press, or 
a device connected With the press, such as an ejector device 
or a transport device of knoWn construction, has a ?yWheel. 
The ?yWheel 2 has a central opening 3 in Which, among 
other things, a drive shaft 4 is arranged. The drive shaft 4 
does not, hoWever, come into contact With the Wall of the 
central opening 3 of the ?yWheel 2 because additional 
components, Which Will be described in detail in the fol 
loWing, are situated in this opening 3. 

[0012] The central opening 3 of the ?yWheel 2 has a 
step-shaped construction With essentially tWo steps 3a, 3b. 
The ?rst step 3a has a larger diameter than the second step 
3b and is arranged on the bottom side of the ?yWheel 2 on 
the side facing the device to be driven. Inside this ?rst step 
3a, a ?rst electric driving device is housed Which is called 
the main electric motor 5 and consists essentially of an 
interior stator 6 and an exterior rotor 7. BetWeen the stator 
6 and the rotor 7, an air gap 8 is situated Which, in a knoWn 
manner, is responsible for the output of the main electric 
motor 5. The rotor 7 is ?xedly connected With the ?yWheel 
2 and, When energized correspondingly, drives the ?yWheel 
2, Whereas the stator 6 is mounted on a carrier ?ange 9 
Whose function Will be described in detail in the folloWing. 
BetWeen the stator 6 and the carrier ?ange 9, a cooling 
device 10 is additionally situated Which cools the stator 6 
and thus permits a higher output of the main electric motor 
5. 

[0013] The ?yWheel 2 is rotatably disposed on the carrier 
?ange 9 by Way of a bearing device 11 having tWo ball 
bearings, speci?cally inside the second step 3b of the central 
opening 3. On the side situated opposite the bearing device 
11, the carrier ?ange 9 has a holloW construction, and a 
second electric driving device is arranged there Which is 
called the auxiliary electric motor 12. The auxiliary electric 
motor 12 also has a stator 13, a rotor 14 as Well as an air gap 

15 situated in-betWeen, although, in this case, the stator 13 
is situated on the outside and the rotor 14 is situated on the 
inside. Concretely, the rotor 14 is arranged on the drive shaft 
4 and is therefore capable of driving the drive shaft 4, and 
the stator 13 is connected With the carrier ?ange 9 by Way 
of an additional cooling device 16. Similar to the cooling 
device 10, the cooling device 16 is used for cooling the stator 
13 and therefore permits a higher output of the auxiliary 
electric motor 12. 

[0014] Above the auxiliary electric motor 12, also in the 
second step 3b of the central opening 3, a braking device 17 
is arranged Which may be of a construction knoWn per se and 
is connected by Way of an arbitrary shaft-hub connection 18 
With the drive shaft 4 and can brake the latter, if required. 
The braking device 17 is of a construction knoWn per se and 
Will therefore not be described in detail in the folloWing. A 
coupling device 19, Which in the present case operates 
hydraulically, is connected With the drive shaft 4 and, by 
Way of an also arbitrary shaft-hub connection 20, establishes 
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and separates the engagement between the ?ywheel 2 driven 
by the main electric motor and the drive shaft 4. Further 
more, the coupling device 19 has an oil supply container 21 
Which, in the case of an also conceivable electromagnetic 
coupling device 19, can also be constructed as an electric 
energy supply. For the operation of the press or of the device 
to be driven, it is basically provided that the ?yWheel 2 be 
driven continuously and the coupling device 19 only be 
engaged as required. 

[0015] BetWeen the braking device 17 and the coupling 
device 19, the drive shaft 4 is disposed by Way of a bearing 
device 22 opposite a ?ange element 23 connected With the 
carrier ?ange 9. Thus, the drive shaft 4 can be driven by the 
main electric motor 5 by Way of the ?yWheel 2 and the 
coupling device 19 as Well as directly by the auXiliary 
electric motor 12. HoWever, the drive shaft 4 does not form 
the direct drive for the machine or press to be driven but a 
transmission device 24 is provided for the gearing-doWn or 
gearing-up of the rotational speed of the drive shaft 4 to an 
output shaft 25 of the transmission device 24. The output 
shaft 25 therefore forms the actual drive for the press or the 
device to be driven. In the case of fast-running machines and 
presses, under certain circumstances, the transmission 
device 24 can also be eliminated. 

[0016] The transmission device 24 is constructed as a 
planetary transmission Which has the carrier ?ange 9 as the 
ring gear. The sun gear is formed by the drive shaft Which 
drives several planet gears 26, of Which, in the present case, 
only one is shoWn. By Way of respective toothings, each 
planet gear 26 engages With the drive shaft 4 as Well as With 
the carrier ?ange 9. Furthermore, the planet gears 26 are 
disposed by Way of bearing devices 27 on respective bolts 28 
Which are ?xedly connected With the output shaft 25. The 
planet carrier or the output shaft 25 is disposed opposite the 
carrier ?ange 9 by Way of an additional bearing device 29. 

[0017] In the case of the present planetary transmission 
24, the ring gear or carrier ?ange 9 therefore stands still, for 
the purpose of Which, the latter is connected by Way of 
fastening elements 30 constructed as screWs With a part 31 
of the press to be driven. The sun gear or drive shaft 4 drives 
the planet gears 26 Which, by means of their toothings, roll 
off on the inside diameter of the carrier ?ange 9, and in order 
to rotate the drive shaft 4. In this manner, the planet carrier 
or the output shaft 25, Which also rotates about the drive 
shaft at a loWer rotational speed than the drive shaft, forms 
the output. Thus, the high rotational speed of the drive shaft 
4 can be reduced to a relatively loW rotational speed for the 
output shaft 25 and a drive Will eXist Which is suitable for 
many different presses. 

[0018] An electric driving system 1 is therefore created in 
the case of Which tWo completely mutually independent 
drives eXist as a result of the main electric motor 5 and the 
auXiliary electric motor 12 Which has a loWer electric output. 
The auXiliary electric motor 12 is therefore freely program 
mable and can be connected as required and can therefore 
provide an additional drive of the device to be driven or can 
also brake the latter. This is advantageous in the case of a 
press, particularly in those conditions in Which an additional 
driving output is required; usually therefore outside the 
actual Working path, for example, in order to shorten the 
no-load stroke of a slide With respect to the time. 

[0019] The foregoing disclosure has been set forth merely 
to illustrate the invention and is not intended to be limiting. 
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Since modi?cations of the disclosed embodiments incorpo 
rating the spirit and substance of the invention may occur to 
persons skilled in the art, the invention should be construed 
to include everything Within the scope of the appended 
claims and equivalents thereof. 

What is claimed is: 
1. An electric driving system for at least one of press 

systems and their components, comprising a main electric 
motor for driving a ?yWheel to drive a drive shaft via a 
releasable coupling device, and an auXiliary electric motor 
utiliZable for driving the drive shaft, characteriZed in that the 
main electric motor and the auXiliary electric motor are 
arranged Within the ?yWheel. 

2. The electric driving system according to claim 1, 
Wherein the ?yWheel has a central opening in Which the 
main electric motor and the auXiliary electric motor are 
arranged. 

3. The electric driving system according to claim 1, 
Wherein the auXiliary electric motor drives the drive shaft 
directly. 

4. The electric driving system according to claim 3, 
Wherein the ?yWheel has a central opening in Which the 
main electric motor and the auXiliary electric motor are 
arranged. 

5. The electric driving system according to claim 1, 
Wherein a cooling device is operatively associated With at 
least one of the main electric motor and/or the auXiliary 
electric motor. 

6. The electric driving system according to claim 5, 
Wherein the ?yWheel has a central opening in Which the 
main electric motor and the auXiliary electric motor are 
arranged. 

7. The electric driving system according to claim 6, 
Wherein the auXiliary electric motor drives the drive shaft 
directly. 

8. The electric driving system according to claim 1 
Wherein an output side of the drive shaft has a transmission 
device at least partially operatively arranged Within the 
?yWheel. 

9. The electric driving system according to claim 8, 
Wherein the transmission device comprises a planetary trans 
mission having ring gear used as a stationary carrier ?ange 
for receiving components of the main and auXiliary electric 
motors. 

10. The electric driving system according to claim 9, 
Wherein a stator of the main electric motor is operatively 
arranged on the carrier ?ange, and a rotor of the main 
electric motor is operatively arranged on the ?yWheel. 

11. The electric driving system according to claim 9, 
Wherein a stator of the auXiliary electric motor is operatively 
arranged on the carrier ?ange, and a rotor of the auXiliary 
electric motor is operatively mounted on the drive shaft. 

12. The electric driving system according to claim 11, 
Wherein a stator of the main electric motor is operatively 
arranged on the carrier ?ange, and a rotor of the main 
electric motor is operatively arranged on the ?yWheel. 

13. The electric driving system according to claim 9, 
Wherein the drive shaft comprises a sun gear of the planetary 
transmission, betWeen the drive shaft and the carrier ?ange, 
planet gears being driven by the drive shaft, and rolling off 
Within the carrier ?ange, and a planet carrier carrying the 
planet gears forming the output shaft. 

14. The electric driving system according to claim 13, 
Wherein a stator of the main electric motor is operatively 
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arranged on the carrier ?ange, and a rotor of the main 
electric motor is operatively arranged on the ?ywheel. 

15. The electric driving system according to claim 14, 
Wherein a stator of the auxiliary electric motor is operatively 
arranged on the carrier ?ange, and a rotor of the auxiliary 
electric motor is operatively mounted on the drive shaft. 

16. The electric driving system according to claim 1, 
Wherein the auxiliary electric motor is con?gured to have an 
output loWer than an output of the main electric motor. 

17. The electric driving system according to claim 16, 
Wherein the ?yWheel has a central opening in Which the 
main electric motor and the auxiliary electric motor are 
arranged. 
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18. The electric driving system according to claim 17, 
Wherein the auxiliary electric motor drives the drive shaft 
directly. 

19. The electric driving system according to claim 18, 
Wherein a cooling device is operatively associated With at 
least one of the main electric motor and/or the auxiliary 
electric motor. 

20. The electric driving system according to claim 19, 
Wherein an output side of the drive shaft has a transmission 
device at least partially operatively arranged Within the 
?yWheel. 


