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Correspondence Address: 
Charles R- SuttOIl A convenient, inexpensive, durable, re?llable, specialized 
14507 Sylvan St‘! Ste- 208 dog toy Which can be made of various materials and have 
Van Nuys, CA 91411 (Us) various aesthetic designs. The toy is a self-contained Water 

_ source, or reservoir, for use Where a messy dog boWl Would 
(21) Appl' NO" 09/922’376 be inappropriate. As the dog bites doWn upon the toy, in a 
22 Fl (12 A I 3 2001 particular location, Water seeps out through tiny valves. The 

( ) 1 6 ug ’ outside of the toy may be a super?cial art form, perhaps 

Related US Application Data including but not' limited to, imitation bones, steaks, or 
burgers. The outside may be composed of rubber, plastic, 

(63) Non-provisional of provisional application No. Vinyl, latex, or a cloth, denim 0r furry exterion The toy may 
60/222,974, ?led on Aug 4, 2000_ even be made of Wood or substances Which are edible to a 

dog. A ?ll cap is provided by Which Water can be added to 
Publication Classi?cation the reservoir. A carrying cord may be provided on the 

outside by Which the toy can be carried by dog or human 
(51) Int. Cl.7 ..................................................... .. A01K 7/00 Without compressing out any of the Water. 
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DOG WATERING TOY 

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application incorporates provisional patent 
application No. 60/222,974 by this reference. Provisional 
patent application No. 60/222,974 has an application ?ling 
date of Aug. 4, 2000. Applicant claims the bene?t of the 
?ling date of that provisional application by reason of this 
incorporation by reference. 

STATEMENT AS TO RIGHTS TO INVENTIONS 
MADE UNDER FEDERALLY-SPONSORED 

RESEARCH And DEVELOPMENT 

[0002] This invention Was not made under federally spon 
sored research and development. Applicant retains all rights. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0004] This invention falls Within the ?eld of dog toys 
Which can be cheWed or manipulated With the jaWs. It also 
falls Within the ?eld of mechanisms by Which a controlled 
supply of Water can be provided to a pet. 

[0005] 2. Description of Related Art Including Informa 
tion Disclosed 

[0006] Under 37 CFR Sections 1.97 and 1.98. 

[0007] CheWable dog toys are knoWn to the art. They are 
often a plastic or rubber article made to resemble a steak, 
burger or bone Which is suitably siZed so that the dog can 
cheW on the toy comfortably. They may also be composed 
of a substance Which is edible to the dog, such as raWhide. 
At times a noisemaker is provided, such as a bell inside. Dog 
toys are knoWn Which are holloW and provided With an air 
escape passage that has a reed type noise maker. Such a toy 
Will make noise as it is cheWed. 

[0008] Over the years, the Pet Industry has introduced and 
developed a Wide assortment of products designed to pro 
vide a Watering source for thirsty canines. Even so, all of 
these products have been either in the “boWl type” and/or 
“hose type” categories. The boWl type devices can hold a lot 
of Water, but are not portable When full and tend to make a 
mess if they are spilled and/or sloshed by a playful canine. 
The hose type are good for outdoor use, but require a 
continuous Water ?oW regardless of canine use Which can 
lead to expensive and troublesome Water build-up for the 
property oWner. Neither Watering source is suited for adven 
turous play aWay from populated areas and While the dog is 
being transported. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0009] This invention is an improvement over the prior art 
Which alloWs the above described cheWable dog toys to be 
?lled With Water. The invention may also take the form of a 
cheWable Water dispenser Which has no eXternal ornamen 
tation. As the dog cheWs the toy, the toy emits a measured 
amount of Water from valves on its surface Which the dog 
can drink. The toys have a closable re?ll aperture, an internal 
reservoir, the aforementioned valves and possibly a surface 
Which may be molded to resemble the typical aesthetic 
designs of dog cheW toys already knoWn. The toys may be 
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composed of materials Which are edible to dogs. In any 
event, they are composed of a resilient cheWable substance 
that is non-toxic and yielding, so that the toy Will not damage 
furniture if the dog tosses it around in play. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0010] FIG. 1 is a sectional vieW of a hamburger-shaped 
embodiment of the invention. 

[0011] FIG. 2 shoWs a bone shaped embodiment of the 
invention With cord attached. 

[0012] FIG. 3 shoWs a steak shaped embodiment of the 
invention bearing indicia simulating bone. 

[0013] FIG. 4 shoWs the invention in an embodiment 
including the 33. valves on a nipple like structure. 

[0014] FIG. 5 shoWs a sectional vieW of the invention 
Without an outer layer and With a noisemaker inside. 

[0015] FIG. 6 shoWs a sectional vieW of the invention 
With plunger type valve and arroWs depicting Water ?oW 
direction. 

[0016] FIG. 7 shoWs a sectional vieW of the invention 
With plunger type valve in closed position. 

[0017] FIG. 8 shoWs the invention in an embodiment 
featuring slit type valves that are closed. 

[0018] FIG. 9 shoWs the invention in an embodiment 
featuring slit type valves While the invention is compressed 
Which opens the slits. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

[0019] This invention con?nes and distributes Water for 
use by pets in general, but most particularly for dogs (Who 
characteristically exhibit cheWing behavior). When pets are 
being transported or are in a remote location, providing 
Water by a boWl type or hose type Watering means is not 
practical. It is also not fun. It is an object of this invention 
to provide a fun and practical means of providing Water on 
the go to pets such as dogs. FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional vieW 
Where the section is taken across a plane The invention 
consists of a puncture resistant reservoir (2) Which can hold 
Water. The reservoir has a ?ll aperture (3) through Which 
Water can be introduced. Acap (4) is provided by Which the 
?ll aperture can be closed, thereby retaining the Water inside 
the reservoir. Possible fastening techniques for this cap 
Would be to have a threaded screW cap or a pop top style cap. 
Other closure techniques can be used Without departing from 
the spirit of this invention as long as the cap does not alloW 
Water to escape once the cap is closed. Valves (5) are present 
by Which Water can be eXtruded from the reservoir in 
measured amounts in response to pressure placed on the 
reservoir, such as Would happen during cheWing. Alterna 
tively suction from the outside can be used to cause Water to 
How through the valves. An outer layer (6) may be formed 
onto the outside of the reservoir of a resilient non-toXic 
substance. The outer layer may be molded and colored so 
that it has an aesthetic appearance that Would be appropriate 
to a cheW toy. While FIG. 1 shoWs a toy that is shaped to 
resemble a hamburger, FIG. 2 shoWs a toy that is shaped to 
resemble a bone. A carrying cord (7) may be added for 
convenience in carrying the dog Watering toy. FIG. 3 shoWs 
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a dog Watering toy that is shaped to resemble a steak. Indicia 
(9) can be painted on the outside or created by colors molded 
into the toy. These indicia may be for the purpose of 
furthering the design objectives of creating an aesthetic 
appearance for the dog Watering toy. The outer layer can be, 
but is not necessarily, composed of latex, vinyl, rubber, 
cloth, denim, or furry substances. The valves Would open 
outside the outer layer if an outer layer is present. The ?ll 
aperture Would open outside the outer layer if an outer layer 
is present. When no pressure is placed on the reservoir, the 
valves Will retain the Water inside the reservoir. The valves 
can take the form of form ?tting grooves Which are sprung 
open by cheWing pressure, one-Way valves Which the teeth 
push into and out of the reservoir, or even a nipple-like 
structure (14) for sucking such as that seen at FIG. 4. This 
latter means Would be useful for a dog With missing teeth or 
for a pet that has sucking behavior but not necessarily 
cheWing behavior, such as a potbellied pig, for instance. The 
reservoir Would be composed of an inexpensive, resilient 
and durable substance Which is soft enough so that it Will not 
damage furniture if the toy is tossed about. Among the 
possible forms of reservoir Would be a plastic reservior or a 
?exible metallic bag reservoir. If there is no outer layer, the 
surface of the reservoir must not be toxic to pets. It should 
not be toxic to pets even if an outer layer is present. The 
outer layer Would be composed of an inexpensive, resilient 
and durable substance Which is soft enough so that it Will not 
damage furniture if the toy is tossed about. The outer layer 
of a dog Watering toy designed for outdoor use Would be 
more durable than the outer layer of a dog Watering toy 
designed for indoor use, as a general rule. The outer layer, 
valves, cap, ?ll aperture, and reservoir could all be made of 
substances Which are edible for dogs, such as raWhide. They 
could also be made of biodegradable, expendable, indigest 
ible substances such as Wood so that the dog could eventu 
ally cheW the toy aWay to nothingness. 

[0020] The reservoir could range from less than 8 ounces 
volume to more than 24 ounces volume to accomodate 
various thirst requirements. The valves Where the dog 
extracts Water are designed so that droplets of Water are 
exuded rather than streams of Water. This is so that there is 
no mess and the reservoir Will retain Water for a longer time. 
TWo hours of Water availability is a desirable objective in 
designing valve ?oW rate and reservoir capacity, as a typical 
outing With the dog can be had Without the need of re?lling 
the reservoir. A cord (7) may be provided by Which the pet 
or a human may carry the dog Watering toy around Without 
exerting any pressure on the reservoir. 

[0021] Referring noW to FIG. 5, an additional feature 
could be to add a noisemaker (8) such as a bell or rattle beads 
to the invention by placing them inside the reservoir Where 
they Will make noise When the reservoir is substantially 
empty. This could alert dog and oWner alike that there is no 
more Water in the toy. The reservoir Would have its oWn Wall 
(10) Which may be but is not necessarily a unitary piece With 
the outer layer. Referring noW to FIG. 6, the valve (5) is 
shoWn in an embodiment by Which the dog’s tooth pressure 
physically moves a valve mechanism (11) into the reservoir 
(2). The valve mechanism has one or more openings (12) 
Which communicate With the outside of the toy When the 
valve mechanism is pushed into (or out of) the reservoir. 
Water can then exit the toy in the direction indicated by the 
arroWs in FIG. 6. Return means (13) are provided to ensure 
that the valve mechanism Will return to its closed resting 
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position once cheWing pressure is released. FIG. 7 shoWs 
the toy in the closed resting position. The return means (13) 
have pulled the valve mechanism (11) doWn to a position 
Where the openings (12) are blocked from communicating 
With the reservoir (2) by the Wall (10). 

[0022] At FIG. 8 is a valve embodiment in Which the 
valves (5) take the form of slits in the Wall of the reservoir. 
At FIG. 9 the embodiment of FIG. 8 is shoWn as it Would 
appear When the Wall of the reservoir is compressed, such as 
by cheWing. The pressure on the Wall as Well as the pressure 
on the Water inside causes the valves (5) to be deformed into 
lenticular apertures through Which the Water ?oWs in the 
direction shoWn by the arroWs. The description above dis 
closes several embodiments but not all possible embodi 
ments of the invention. Equivalent mechanisms may be 
substituted for some or all the elements Without departing 
from the spirit of the invention. The above description is not 
meant to limit the scope of the claims. 

I claim: 
1. An apparatus to alleviate pet thirst comprising: 

a reservoir having a Wall, said Wall having a ?ll aperture 
and valves; said ?ll aperture having a closable openable 
cap, said cap When open alloWing liquid to enter said 
reservoir through said ?ll aperture, said cap When 
closed denying egress from said reservoir; said valves 
having pressure actuated opening means, said valves 
under pressure alloWing liquid to exit said reservoir, 
said valves When not under pressure denying egress 
from said reservoir. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising an outer 
layer enclosing said Wall, said outer layer having an aes 
thetic design. 

3. The apparatus of claim 2 further comprising indicia on 
said outer layer. 

4. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a cord 
attached to said apparatus. 

5. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a noise 
maker contained Within said reservoir. 

6. The apparatus of claim 1 Wherein said valves are nipple 
like structures. 

7. In Combination: 

a reservoir having a Wall, said Wall having a ?ll aperture 
and valves, said ?ll aperture having an openable cap, 
said valves comprising bores penetrating said Wall; 

a valve mechanism shaped substantially to ?ll said bores, 
said valve mechanism being capable of alternate move 
ment substantially perpendicular to said Wall, said 
valve mechanism having an opening permitting liquid 
to How from said reservoir during a ?rst state of the 
alternate movement of said valve mechanism, said 
opening being blocked by said Wall during a second 
state of the alternate movement of said valve mecha 
nism; 

return means urging said valve mechanism to said second 
state of the alternate movement of said valve mecha 

nism; 

said valve mechanism being movable to said ?rst state of 
the alternate movement of said valve mechanism by 
application of pressure. 

8. The apparatus of claim 7 further comprising said 
pressure is applied to said valve mechanism. 
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9. The apparatus of claim 7 further comprising said 
pressure is applied to said Wall. 

10. The apparatus of claim 7 further comprising a cord 
having attachment means, said attachment means connect 
ing said cord to said apparatus. 

11. The apparatus of claim 7 further comprising an outer 
layer attached to said Wall, said outer layer having an 
aesthetic design. 

12. The apparatus of claim 11 Wherein said outer layer 
bears indicia. 

13. The apparatus of claim 7 further comprising a noise 
maker contained Within said reservoir. 

14. The apparatus of claim 7 further comprising a nipple 
like structure, said nipple like structure extending from said 
Wall, said valves being located on said nipple like structure. 

15. Apet care apparatus comprising a reservoir having a 
Wall, a ?ll aperture, and valves; said Wall being adapted to 
hold liquid and being compressible; said ?ll aperture having 
an airtight openable cap; said cap When open permitting 
liquid to be introduced to said reservoir through said ?ll 
aperture; said valves being slits deformable by pressure; 
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Whereby creating a net greater pressure inside said reservoir 
When said reservoir contains liquid and When said cap is 
airtight Will cause said liquid to eXit said valves. 

16. The pet care apparatus of claim 15 further comprising 
an outer layer attached to said Wall, said outer layer having 
an aesthetic design. 

17. The pet care apparatus of claim 16 Wherein said outer 
layer bears indicia. 

18. The pet care apparatus of claim 15 further comprising 
a cord having an attachment means, said attachment means 
being attached to said pet care apparatus. 

19. The pet care apparatus of claim 15 further comprising 
a noisemaker, said noisemaker being contained Within said 
reservoir. 

20. The pet care apparatus of claim 15 further comprising 
said reservoir having a nipple like structure, said nipple like 
structure extending from said Wall, said valves being located 
on said nipple like structure. 


