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(57) ABSTRACT 

Embodiments of a ?shing planer are disclosed Which may be 

used to troll a lure at a signi?cant depth beneath the boat 

Without the inconvenience of using an inordinate amount of 

Weight. The ?shing planer changes con?guration to rise if a 
?sh strikes the lure or if the lure becomes snagged and 
automatically changes back to diving con?guration if the 
?sh gets off or the lure is freed from the snag. The ?shing 
planer also may be con?gured so that it may be trolled to 
either side of the boat aWay from the path of the boat. 
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FISHING PLANER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention relates generally to trolling 
With a ?shing pole and line and more speci?cally to devices 
for getting a trolled lure to a signi?cant depth Without the use 
of an inordinate amount of Weight. 

[0003] 2. Background Information 

[0004] In the United States and throughout the World, a 
signi?cant number of ?sherman believe they ?sh most 
successfully When pulling a lure or bait With a boat or 
trolling. (For purposes of this application, any lure, bait, or 
other ?sh attractor Will be referred to as a lure.) Unless a 
very long line is used or a great amount of Weight is attached 
to the line, the toWing action of the boat tends to cause the 
trolled lure to be pulled near the surface of the Water, and in 
many cases the ?sherman desires that the lure be ?shed at a 
greater depth, often as close to the bottom as possible. 

[0005] A number of devices have been invented Which 
may be used to alloW a lure to be ?shed at a signi?cant 
depth. A doWnrigger, for eXample, is a very heavy Weight 
Which is releasable attached to a ?shing line near the lure. 
When a ?sh strikes the lure or the lure becomes snagged, the 
Weight releases from the ?shing line and the ?sh played or 
the ?sherman may attempt to release the lure from the snag 
Without the hindrance of the heavy Weight attached to the 
line. 

[0006] Another type of device for deep trolling of a lure is 
often referred to as a trolling planer. Trolling planers per 
form the same function as a doWnrigger Without the incon 
venience of the heavy Weight. Trolling planers ordinarily 
include a plane With a leading edge and a folloWing edge. 
These planers may be con?gured such that the leading edge 
is loWer than the folloWing edge and the force of the Water 
on the plane causes the plane and attached lure to be forced 
doWnWard. The patent to Olds (US. Pat. No. 3,543,431; 
Dec. 1, 1970) is an example of this type of planer. Olds 
includes a horiZontal plane With a vertical vane attached to 
the plane. There is a Weight at the front of the plane. The 
?shing line is attached to the vane near forWard end and the 
lure is affixed to the plane at its rearWard end. The attach 
ment point for the lure may be offset from the vane. The 
Weight on the plane causes the leading edge of the plane to 
ride loWer than the folloWing edge and the forWard motion 
of the boat causes the plane to dive. When a ?sh strikes the 
lure, the offset causes the plane to ?ip over and the pull of 
the boat then causes the plane to rise. 

[0007] Fishermen attempting to troll a lure face a number 
of problems. Perhaps the most signi?cant is to ?nd a method 
of getting the lure to a signi?cant depth Without the use of 
inconveniently heavy Weights. 

[0008] Another signi?cant problem Which arises for such 
?shermen is the necessity of resetting a depth controller after 
a ?sh strikes the lure or the lure becomes snagged. When a 
doWnrigger is used, the heavy Weight releases When a ?sh 
strikes; but, if the ?sh gets off, the entire rig must be pulled 
to the surface and reset before ?shing may be resumed. A 
number of knoWn trolling planers have a similar dif?culty. 
They have a release mechanism Which changes the planer 
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from diving mode to rising mode When a ?sh strikes the lure 
or the lure becomes tangled, but they require the ?sherman 
to pull the planer to the surface and reset the release 
mechanism before ?shing can be resumed. 

[0009] Another problem Which arises for such ?shermen is 
the need to be able to vary the depth at Which the lure is 
trolled. 

[0010] Another problem faced by ?shermen When trolling 
a lure is that knoWn doWnriggers or trolling planers require 
that the lure be ?shed directly behind the boat. In many 
instances it is desirable that the lure be ?shed to one side or 
the other of the path of the boat. For eXample, if there Were 
tWo ?shermen, it might be desirable for one to ?sh With the 
lure aWay from the path of the boat on one side and for the 
other to ?sh With the lure aWay from the path of the boat on 
the other side. 

[0011] The invention presented in the present application 
is believed to solve, in a simple and effective fashion, 
problems Which have long plagued ?shermen desiring to 
troll a lure at a signi?cant depth: a ?shing planer Which 
causes a lure to dive to an appropriate depth Without the use 
of an inordinate amount of Weight, Which alloWs the ?sh 
erman to continue to ?sh if a ?sh strikes the lure and gets 
aWay or the lure becomes snagged Without having to bring 
the planer to the surface and reset it, Which alloWs the 
?sherman to adjust the depth at Which the lure is trolled, and 
Which alloWs the ?sherman to troll the lure on a path aWay 
from the path of the boat. 

[0012] The ?shing planer of the instant invention is 
believed to solve all of the above problems Which arise for 
?shermen trolling a lure. The ?shing planer includes a plane 
With a leading edge and a folloWing edge. The ?shing planer 
is con?gured such that the leading edge is loWer than the 
folloWing edge and, in diving mode, the force of the Water 
on the plane causes the planer to be forced toWard the 
bottom. The planer is also con?gured such that, in rising 
mode, if a ?sh strikes the lure or the lure is snagged; the 
leading edge is higher than the folloWing edge and the 
?shing planer is forced upWard. The ?shing planer also 
automatically resets if the ?sh gets aWay or the snag is freed. 
The planer may also be adjusted so that the diving angle may 
be changed. The ?shing planer of the instant invention may 
also be adjusted so that in addition to diving, the planer is 
forced aWay from the path of the boat either on one side or 
the other. 

[0013] The ideal ?shing planer should cause a lure to dive 
to an appropriate depth Without the use of an inordinate 
amount of Weight. The ideal ?shing planer should also alloW 
the ?sherman to continue to ?sh if a ?sh strikes the lure and 
gets aWay or the lure becomes snagged Without having to 
bring the planer to the surface and reset it. The ideal ?shing 
planer should alloW the ?sherman to adjust the depth at 
Which the lure is trolled. The ideal ?shing planer should also 
alloW the ?sherman to troll the lure on a path aWay from the 
path of the boat. The ideal ?shing planer should also be 
simple, rugged, inexpensive, and easy to use. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0014] The ?shing planer of the instant invention includes 
a plane Which has a generally rectangular shape and a 
leading edge and a folloWing edge. A receiver is attached to 
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the bottom of the plane at the center of the plane. Athreaded 
bolt is screwed into a threaded hole in the receiver such that 
it is perpendicular to the following edge of the plane. The 
bolt is ?rmly af?Xed Within the receiver so that is may not 
be unthreaded. A threaded bracket is threaded onto the bolt 
betWeen the receiver and the head of the bolt. The bracket is 
of suf?cient length that, When it is perpendicular to the 
plane, it protrudes above the top surface of the plane. Alock 
nut is threaded onto the bolt betWeen the bracket and the 
head of the bolt. The bracket and the lock nut may be tWisted 
to move them along the threads of the bolt to any position 
betWeen the folloWing edge of the plane and the head of the 
bolt. The lock nut may be turned toWard and against the 
bracket such that it acts to hold the bracket ?rmly in any 
position along the length of the bolt. 

[0015] A lure ring having an inside diameter slightly 
greater than the outside diameter of the bolt is interposed 
around the bolt betWeen the lock nut and the head of the bolt. 
There is a hole near the top of the bracket and a bracket ring 
attached through this hole. Aline connector is attached to the 
bracket ring and the ?shing line is connected to the line 
connector. A lure connector is attached to the lure ring and 
the lure is attached to the lure connector by a lure line. 

[0016] In operation, the ?shing line is attached to the line 
connector and the lure is attached to the lure line. The Weight 
of the plane is suf?cient such that the leading edge of the 
plane is loWer than the folloWing edge of the plane. As the 
boat pulls the ?shing planer through the Water, the force of 
the Water on the top surface of the plane forces the ?shing 
planer to dive (diving mode). When the ?shing planer 
reaches the appropriate depth the upWard force of the ?shing 
line and the doWnWard force on the top surface of the plane 
reach equilibrium and the ?shing planer is pulled through 
the Water at approximately the same depth beneath the boat. 
The lure is pulled behind the planer and the Weight of the 
lure causes it to be beloW the level of the ?shing planer. If 
a ?sh strikes the lure or the lure becomes snagged, the head 
of the bolt is pulled doWnWard Which, in turn, causes the 
leading edge of the plane to become higher than the folloW 
ing edge. In this rising mode, the force of the Water acts on 
the bottom surface of the plane and causes the plane to rise. 
If the ?sh gets aWay or the snag is freed, the leading edge of 
the plane resumes its doWnWard position and the ?shing 
planer sWitches to diving mode until it again reaches the 
appropriate depth and the ?sherman may resume ?shing. 

[0017] The bracket may be moved and af?Xed by the lock 
nut either toWard the plane or toWard the head of the bolt. As 
the bracket is moved aWay from the plane, the diving angle 
of the plane increases. Thus, the ?shing planer of the instant 
invention may be adjusted such that, at the same boat speed, 
it may be ?shed at a variety of depths. In addition, the ?shing 
planer may be ?shed at the same depth at a variety of boat 
speeds. 
[0018] The bracket may also be positioned such that it is 
not perpendicular to the top surface of the plane. If the 
bracket is positioned offset from the perpendicular, the force 
of the Water acting on the top surface of the plane not only 
forces the ?shing planer to dive; but also forces the ?shing 
planer aWay from the path of the boat. 

[0019] One of the major objects of the present invention is 
to provide a ?shing planer Which causes a lure to dive to an 
appropriate depth Without the use of an inordinate amount of 
Weight. 
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[0020] Another objective of the present invention is to 
alloW the ?sherman to continue to ?sh if a ?sh strikes the 
lure and gets aWay or the lure becomes snagged Without 
having to bring the ?shing planer to the surface and reset it. 

[0021] Another objective of the present invention is to 
alloW the ?sherman to adjust the depth at Which the lure is 
trolled. 

[0022] Another objective of the present invention is to 
alloW the ?sherman to troll the lure on a path aWay from the 
path of the boat. 

[0023] Another objective of the present invention is to 
provide a ?shing planer Which is simple, rugged, ineXpen 
sive, and easy to use. 

[0024] These and other features of the invention Will 
become apparent When taken in consideration With the 
folloWing detailed description and the draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0025] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of the ?shing planer 
of the instant invention; 

[0026] FIG. 2 is sectional vieW of the ?shing planer of the 
instant invention taken along line 2-2 of FIG. 1; 

[0027] FIG. 3 is a side vieW of the ?shing planer of the 
instant invention in diving mode; 

[0028] FIG. 4 is a side vieW of the ?shing planer of the 
instant invention in rising mode; and 

[0029] FIG. 5 is a rear sectional vieW of the ?shing planer 
of the instant invention taken along line 5-5 of FIG. 4. 

Description of a Preferred Embodiment 

[0030] Referring to the draWings, FIGS. 1 through 5, 
there is shoWn a preferred form of the ?shing planer 
embodying the present invention. The ?shing planer of the 
instant invention may be used to troll a lure at an appropriate 
depth and Which automatically alloWs resumption of ?shing 
at that depth if the a ?sh strikes the lure and gets aWay or if 
the lure is snagged and the snag is freed. The ?shing planer 
also may be adjusted for ?shing at various depths or for 
trolling the lure aWay from the path of the boat. 

[0031] Referring to FIG. 1, a perspective vieW of the 
?shing planer of the ?shing planer of the instant invention is 
shoWn. A plane 2 is provided Which has a leading edge, a 
folloWing edge, a ?at top surface, a bottom surface, and tWo 
side edges. Although other shapes having a ?at top surface 
Would Work, the plane 2 has a generally rectangular shape 
With the folloWing and leading edges being longer than the 
side edges. A receiver 4 is af?Xed to the bottom surface of 
said plane 2 along the center of the bottom surface of said 
plane 2. A threaded receiver hole 6 passes through the 
receiver 4 and is parallel to the side edges of said plane 2. 
Athreaded bolt 8 is screWed into said receiver 4 such that the 
end of the bolt 8 is Within said receiver 4 and the head of said 
bolt 8 is aWay from said plane 2. Said bolt 8 is permanently 
af?Xed Within said receiver 4 by glue, solder, or similar 
means. A bracket 10 is threaded onto said bolt 8 betWeen 
said receiver 4 and the head of said bolt 8. The bracket 10, 
When positioned perpendicular to the top surface of said 
plane 2, is of suf?cient length that it protrudes upWard 
beyond the top surface of said plane 2. A lock nut 12 is 
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threaded onto said bolt 8 between said bracket 10 and the 
head of said bolt 8. Alure ring 14, having an inside diameter 
slightly greater than the outside diameter of said bolt 8 is 
positioned on said bolt 8 betWeen the lure ring 14 and the 
head of said bolt 8. The diameter of said lure ring 14 is 
sufficiently small that said lure ring 14 Will not pass over the 
head of said bolt 8 or said lock nut 12. Note that in 
manufacture, said bracket 10, said lock nut 12, and said lure 
ring 14 are placed upon said bolt 8 before said bolt 8 is 
screWed into said receiver 4. 

[0032] Still referring to FIG. 1, there is a bracket hole 16 
parallel to said bolt 8 through said bracket 10 near the end 
of said bracket 10 furthest from said bolt 8. A bracket ring 
18 is inserted through the bracket hole 16. A line connector 
20 is removable attached to the bracket ring 18 and a lure 
connector 22 is removably attached to said lure ring 14. A 
?shing line 24 is attached to the line connector 20. Any lure 
(not shoWn) Which may be a lure, hook, bait, or other ?sh 
attractor may be attached to the free end of a lure line 26 
With the other end of the lure line 26 being attached to said 
lure connector 22. 

[0033] Referring noW to FIG. 2, sectional vieW of the 
?shing planer of the instant invention taken along line 2-2 of 
FIG. 1 is shoWn. This vieW is provided to shoW the 
con?guration of the various elements of the ?shing planer 
including said plane 2, said receiver 4, said bolt 8, said 
bracket 10, said lock nut 12, said lure ring 14, and said 
bracket ring 18. 

[0034] NoW referring to FIG. 3, a side vieW of the ?shing 
planer of the instant invention in diving mode is shoWn. This 
vieW shoWs the ?shing planer in the position in Which it is 
?shed. The Weight of said plane 2 and said receiver 4 is 
sufficient that the leading edge of said plane 2 is loWer that 
the folloWing edge of said plane 2. As the ?sherman begins 
to ?sh and the boat moves forWard, the force of the Water 
(indicated by an arroW 30) pushes against the top surface of 
said plane 2 and forces the ?shing planer to dive deeper into 
the Water. The ?shing planer continues to dive until the 
upWard pull of said ?shing line 24 reaches equilibrium With 
the doWnWard force of the Water acting upon the top surface 
of said plane 2. At this point the ?shing planer is pulled 
through the Water With little variation in depth. Said bracket 
10 may be positioned at nearly any point along the length of 
said bolt 8 and locked in place by tightening said lock nut 12 
against said bracket 10. If said bracket 10 is positioned close 
to said plane 2 the diving angle and, thus, the equilibrium 
depth, of the ?shing planer is less than it Would be if said 
bracket 10 is positioned further aWay from said plane 2. 
Therefore, by adjusting the position of said bracket 10, the 
?shing planer may be ?shed at a variety of depths at the 
same boat speed or ?shed at the same depth at a variety of 
boat speeds. Many ?sherman believe that ?shing success 
often depends upon trolling speed and ?shing depth. 

[0035] Referring noW to FIG. 4, a side vieW of the ?shing 
planer of the instant invention in rising mode is shoWn. This 
?gure shoWs the position and action of the ?shing planer if 
a ?sh strikes the lure or the lure is caught in a snag near the 
bottom. If a ?sh strikes the ?shing planer and moves 
doWnWard or if the lure is caught in a snag, the doWnWard 
pull of the ?sh or the snag is ordinarily suf?cient to over 
come the Weight of said plane 2 and said receiver 4 and the 
?shing planer assumes a position With the leading edge of 
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said plane 2 higher than the folloWing edge of said plane 2. 
The force of the Water (indicated by an arroW 32) noW acts 
upon the bottom surface of said plane 2 and forces the 
?shing planer upWard Which is referred to as rising mode. 
This upWard action helps the ?sherman to play and land the 
?sh or to free the lure from the snag. If the ?sh gets free from 
the lure or the lure is freed from the snag, the Weight of said 
plane 2 and said receiver 4 are, again, sufficient to pull the 
leading edge of said plane 2 loWer than the folloWing edge 
of said plane 2 and the ?shing planer returns to diving mode 
and the position indicated in FIG. 3. This automatic resump 
tion of diving mode alloWs the ?sher man to continue ?shing 
Without the necessity of pulling the ?shing planer and lure 
back to the surface. 

[0036] NoW referring to FIG. 5, a rear sectional vieW of 
the ?shing planer of the instant invention taken along line 
5-5 of FIG. 4 is shoWn. This ?gure depicts a unique aspect 
of the ?shing planer of the instant invention. If said bracket 
10 is positioned as shoWn in FIG. 1, With said bracket 10 
being perpendicular to the top surface of said plane 2, the 
?shing planer dives directly doWnWard beneath the path of 
the boat. HoWever, if said bracket 10 is positioned in a 
position offset from the perpendicular as shoWn in FIG. 5 
and locked in place using said lock nut 10; the force of the 
Water (as indicated by arroW 34) on the top surface of said 
plane 2 acts not only to force the ?shing planer to dive, but 
also to be pushed aWay from the path of the boat. As shoWn 
in FIG. 5 With the top of said bracket 10 to the right of 
perpendicular to the top surface of said plane 2, the ?shing 
planer Will travel along a path Which is to the left of the path 
of the boat When looking toWard the rear of the boat. 
Conversely, if the top of said bracket 10 is positioned to the 
left of perpendicular to the top surface of said plane 2, the 
?shing planer Will travel along a path Which is to the right 
of the path of the boat When looking toWard the rear of the 
boat. This unique feature of the ?shing planer is valuable in 
a number of different situations. For eXample, some ?sher 
men believe that the boat and motor moving through the 
Water disturb ?sh and that they Will be more successful 
trolling a lure aWay from the path of the boat. In addition if 
there are tWo ?shermen ?shing from the same boat, it may 
be more effective for one to ?sh on one side of the path of 
the boat and for one to ?sh on the other side of the path of 
the boat rather than having them both ?sh along the path of 
the boat. 

[0037] In the preferred embodiment of the ?shing planer 
of the instant invention, all parts and elements, eXcept those 
speci?cally mentioned beloW, are conventional and made 
from stainless steel; but other materials having the same 
strength, Weight, resistance to oXidation, etc. could be used. 
Said plane 2 and said receiver 4 are cast lead, but other 
materials having similar density and other properties could 
be used. 

[0038] While preferred embodiments of this invention 
have been shoWn and described above, it Will be apparent to 
those skilled in the art that various modi?cations may be 
made in these embodiments Without departing from the 
spirit of the present invention. 

I claim: 
1. A ?shing planer for use by a ?sherman using a ?shing 

line to troll a lure, hook, bait, or other ?sh attractor behind 
a boat Which comprises: 
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(1) a plane having a leading edge, a following edge, a top 
surface, a bottom surface, and tWo side edges; 

(2) an attachment element having one end af?Xed to the 
plane midWay betWeen the tWo side edges of said 
plane; the longitudinal aXis of the attachment element 
being perpendicular to said folloWing edge of said 
plane; and said attachment element protruding rear 
Ward from the folloWing edge of said plane; 

(3) a bracket being movably af?Xed to said attachment 
element rearWard of said plane and the bracket being of 
suf?cient length that, When said bracket is positioned 
perpendicular to the top surface of said plane, the top 
of said bracket protrudes above the top surface of said 
plane; 

(4) locking means capable of releasably locking said 
bracket in any position along the length of said attach 
ment element rearWard of said plane including posi 
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tions in Which said bracket is not perpendicular to the 
top surface of said plane; 

(5) ?shing line attachment means for attaching the end of 
a ?shing line to the top of said bracket; and 

(6) lure attachment means for attaching a lure, hook, bait, 
or other ?sh attractor to the end of said attachment 
means aWay from said plane; 

Whereby a ?sherman may attach a lure, hook, bait, or 
other ?sh attractor to a line attached to the lure attach 
ment means and troll the ?shing planer behind a boat 
and the force of the Water acting upon the top surface 
of said plane forces the ?shing planer doWnWard either 
directly beneath the path of the boat or, if said bracket 
is positioned such that said bracket is not perpendicular 
to the top surface of said plane, aWay from the path of 
the boat. 


