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(57) ABSTRACT 

A medical implant set screW having a base joined to a head 
by a breakaway region. The set screW has a longitudinally 
and axially extending bore that passes through the head and 
into the base. The bore has a stepdoWn Within the base so as 
to produce a ?rst circumferential edge. The base breaks 
aWay from the head at a predetermined torque during 
installation so as to expose an upper surface. The portion of 
the bore in the base intersecting With the upper surface forms 
a second edge that is spaced above the edge formed by the 
step and Which has a someWhat greater diameter than the 
edge formed by the step. The tWo edges of the bore are sized, 
positioned and spaced so as to alloW an easy-out to simul 
taneously engage both to improve gripping by the easy-out 
of the base during removal thereof. The set screW base also 
includes a threadform having a leading edge and a trailing 
edge that both intersect With a plane passing through an axis 
of rotation of the set screW so as to form intersections that 

Int. Cl.7 ................................................... .. A61B 17/70 both slope rearWardly from an inner edge to an outer edge 
US. Cl. ............................................... .. 606/61; 606/73 thereof. 
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REMOVABLE GRIPPING SET SCREW 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention is directed to a set screW, 
especially a set screW for use in medical implants, that 
includes a step-doWn internal bore for improved interface 
With an easy-out for purposes of removal and an eXternal 
thread that draW Walls of the structure Within Which the set 
screW is placed toWard the set screW rather than urging the 
Walls aWay from the set screW. 

[0002] Set screWs are used in many Ways in order to lock 
one element of a device relative to another. Set screWs are 

quite important in the art of medical implants, as it is often 
necessary to capture one element of the implant relative to 
another and to then lock the tWo relative to one another to 
prevent subsequent movement therebetWeen. Failure to 
properly lock tWo elements of a medical implant together 
may result in failure of the implant and possible serious 
injury to the patient Within Which the implant is placed. 

[0003] With medical implants, it is desirable to have very 
lightWeight and loW pro?le elements so that the overall 
implant impacts as little as possible upon the patient. If set 
screWs could be manufactured that Were quite large and the 
other elements of the implants could be likeWise quite large 
and such Would still have a loW pro?le, it Would be much 
easier to construct a suitable set screW in such implants. 
HoWever, large siZe and loW pro?le are incompatible goals. 
SiZe, Weight and pro?le must all be taken into consideration 
and minimized, as much as possible. 

[0004] In order to provide sufficient strength and friction 
to resist movement of the various elements, once the set 
screW is seated, it is necessary to apply a fairly substantial 
torque to the set screW. While some set screWs are torqued 
Without a head, many of the set screWs currently in use in 
medical implants have a driving head that breaks aWay from 
the remainder of the set screW at a preselected torque in 
order to assure that the set screW is suf?ciently torqued to 
provide the necessary strength and locking friction. The 
head is also broken aWay in order to assure that the set screW 
is not over-torqued and the threads stripped. Further, the 
head is typically broken aWay in order to provide the loW 
pro?le and light Weight that is desired in such set screWs. 

[0005] Because the driving head is typically broken aWay 
and because it is sometimes necessary to remove the set 
screW after implantation and setting thereof, some mecha 
nism must be provided in order to remove the set screW. 
Various structures have been provided for this purpose in 
prior art devices. The prior art structures have had varying 
degrees of success, but have typically been most effective in 
set screWs having a diameter that is comparatively large, 
such as 8 to 10 millimeters, because such larger set screWs 
provide greater surface and volume to alloW the placement 
of removal structure of one kind or another on the set screW. 

[0006] Easy-outs are a commonly used tool that have been 
utiliZed to remove bolts and screWs that have been used in 
various mechanical devices and that have no other means for 
gripping. Such have especially been used for bolts Where the 
heads have been broken aWay. HoWever, the term “easy-out” 
is someWhat of a misnomer in that such are actually very 
dif?cult tools to utiliZe. This is especially true When dealing 
With set screWs of the siZe used in medical implants Which 
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often range from 5 to 10 millimeters in diameter. It has been 
found that set screWs of this siZe With a conventional aXial 
bore are often not removable by an easy-out, because the 
easy-out has too little edge or surface upon Which to grip. 
Further, the edge that has been previously provided is often 
torn aWay by use of the easy-out to a point Where there 
becomes less and less edge to grip With each subsequent 
attempt. Consequently, it is desirable to produce a set screW 
having a head that breaks aWay from a base of the set screW 
at a preselected torque yet provides a highly gripable surface 
or edge on the set screW for use in conjunction With an 
easy-out design. 

[0007] Another inherent problem in certain medical 
implants With set screWs of a conventional type is that such 
set screWs typically utiliZe threads Which are referred to as 
V-threads. The edges of a cross-section of V-threads has a V 
shape. V-threads Work reasonably Well in devices Where a 
bore is provided that completely surrounds the set screW and 
has a mating thread that mates With the thread of the set 
screW. HoWever, many medical implants, such as open 
headed bone screWs, do not provide for a bore that Will 
entirely encircle the set screW. In such implants, the set 
screW also functions as a closure and spans betWeen a pair 
of discontinuous threaded surfaces. When V-thread set 
screWs are utiliZed for this purpose, the forces eXerted by the 
set screW during torquing are partially parallel to the aXis of 
rotation of the set screW and partially radially extending 
outWardly from the set screW. The radial outWard forces can 
and frequently do spread the arms of the head Within Which 
the set screW is being torqued sufficiently to alloW for failure 
of the set screW. Buttress-type threads have been utiliZed for 
the purpose of trying to reduce the radial outWard forces that 
are eXerted by the threads. In buttress-type thread screWs, 
the trailing surface of the thread normally has a cross-section 
edge that is parallel to or is fairly close to being parallel to 
a radius of the set screW. Sometimes such surfaces are 
referred to as ?at, but normally the cross section has a slight 
inclination of from 5 to 10 degrees so that a smaller, but yet 
substantial force, is eXerted radially outWard by the buttress 
thread screWs as compared to the V-shaped thread screWs. 
Consequently, it is desirable to also have a set screW of this 
type Wherein the threads are designed to eXert an inWardly 
directed force to pull opposing Walls of an implant toWard 
the set screW, rather than urge the Walls aWay from the set 
screW. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] A set screW having a threaded base and a driving 
head that is breakable from the base at a preselected torque 
at a breakaWay region. A bore eXtends axially through the 
head and into the base. The bore has a ?rst larger diameter 
through the head and a portion of the base and a second 
smaller diameter through a portion of the base providing a 
stepdoWn transition betWeen the bores. The stepdoWn has an 
internal circumferential edge Which cooperates With an edge 
of the larger diameter portion of the bore When the head is 
broken from the base, so as to provide tWo edges in spaced 
relationship to one another. In particular, the tWo circum 
ferential edges are siZed, spaced and positioned so as to mate 
With the face of an easy-out positioned therein. The angle 
formed by joining points on the edges together that are 
associated With a plane passing through an aXis of rotation 
of the screW and the edges, is the same as the angle formed 
by an engaging face of the easy-out and an aXis of rotation 
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of the easy-out. In this manner the easy-out With a reverse 
threaded surface is able to simultaneously cut into and 
engage both of the edges. The force that is able to be exerted 
on the set screW through the easy-out is highly proportional 
to the length of the edges and/or surface that the easy-out can 
engage. Consequently, the tWo edges are designed and 
positioned to mate With the conical surface of an easy-out to 
alloW for the best gripping of the easy-out relative to the 
base. 

[0009] The base also includes an external helically Wound 
thread. The thread has a leading surface and a trailing 
surface relative to advancement of the set screW When 
rotated about a central axis clockWise. Across-section of the 
set screW in a plane passing through the axis of rotation 
forms intersections With the leading and trailing edges that 
both slope rearWardly from an inner edge to outer edge 
thereof. 

OBJECTS AND ADVANTAGES OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0010] Therefore, the objects of the present invention are 
to provide a set screW having a base and a head that breaks 
aWay from the base at a breakaWay region, so as to provide 
a loW pro?le subsequent to setting of the set screW; to 
provide such a set screW having an axially extending bore 
that passes through the head and has a stepdoWn region in 
the base Wherein the bore passes from a region of a larger 
diameter to a region of a smaller diameter; to provide such 
a set screW Wherein the breakaWay of the head from the base 
produces a circumferential ring at the mouth of the bore; to 
provide such a set screW Wherein the edge at the mouth of 
the bore and the edge at the stepdoWn region of the bore are 
siZed, shaped and spaced so as to mate With a reverse 
threaded conical surface of an easy-out, so as to improve the 
engagement and gripping of the easy-out relative to the set 
screW base; to provide such a set screW having tWo or more 
step-doWn edges to improve gripping by an easy out; to 
provide such a set screW Wherein the base has an external 
thread that has both a leading edge and a trailing edge that 
slope rearWardly With respect to clockwise advancement of 
the set screW in a bore from an inner diameter of the thread 
to an outer diameter thereof; to provide such a set screW that 
exerts both axial reactive forces and inWard radial reactive 
forces on an implant bore Within Which the set screW is 
placed; to provide such a set screW that is highly effective at 
setting one element of an implant relative to another element 
of the implant, but is readily removed should removal be 
necessary; and to provide such a set screW Which is easy to 
use and especially Well adapted for the intended purpose 
thereof. 

[0011] Other objects and advantages of this invention Will 
become apparent from the folloWing description taken in 
conjunction With the accompanying draWings Wherein are 
set forth, by Way of illustration and example, certain 
embodiments of this invention. 

[0012] The draWings constitute a part of this speci?cation 
and include exemplary embodiments of the present inven 
tion and illustrate various objects and features thereof. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0013] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a set screW in 
accordance With the present invention. 
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[0014] FIG. 2 is a side elevational vieW of the set screW. 

[0015] FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional vieW of the set screW, 
taken along line 3-3 of FIG. 2. 

[0016] FIG. 4 is a side elevational vieW of the set screW 
illustrated securing together a ?rst implant and a second 
implant, With the head of the set screW having just broken 
aWay from a base thereof and With portions of the second 
implant broken aWay to shoW internal detail thereof. 

[0017] FIG. 5 is a side elevational vieW of the set screW, 
?rst implant and second implant on an enlarged basis, 
illustrating the set screW being removed by utiliZation of an 
easy-out and With portions of the set screW and second 
implant broken aWay to shoW internal detail thereof. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0018] As required, detailed embodiments of the present 
invention are disclosed herein; hoWever, it is to be under 
stood that the disclosed embodiments are merely exemplary 
of the invention, Which may be embodied in various forms. 
Therefore, speci?c structural and functional details dis 
closed herein are not to be interpreted as limiting, but merely 
as a basis for the claims and as a representative basis for 
teaching one skilled in the art to variously employ the 
present invention in virtually any appropriately detailed 
structure. 

[0019] The reference numeral 1 generally designates a set 
screW in accordance With the present invention. The set 
screW 1 is utiliZed in conjunction With a ?rst medical implant 
4 and a second medical implant 5 Which in turn is ?xed in 
a vertebral body 7 of a patient’s spine. The set screW 1 is also 
used in conjunction With an easy-out 10. 

[0020] The set screW 1 includes a base 15 and a driving 
head 16 that are joined by a breakaWay region 17. The set 
screW 1 has an axis of rotation generally indicated by the 
reference letter A. The head 16 has an upper outer surface 20 
that is composed of six faces 21 that are equally spaced from 
the axis of rotation A and Which are joined in a polyhedral 
shape having a hexagonal cross-section. The outer surface 
20 is siZed and shaped to receive a socket tool (not shoWn) 
of a conventional type for driving screWs and bolts. A loWer 
portion 24 of the head 16 joins the outer surface 20 With the 
base 15 and has a generally truncated conical shape. The 
breakaWay region 17 is located Whereat the loWer conical 
portion 24 of the head 16 is of least diameter and cross 
section. The head 16 also has an internal bore 27 that is 
coaxially aligned With the axis of rotation A and Which 
extends completely through the head 16. As can be seen in 
FIG. 3, the head 16 has the least cross-section in a horiZontal 
plane at the breakaWay region 17 due to the presence of both 
the vertical convergence of the loWer conical portion 24 and 
the location of the bore 27. 

[0021] A pair of opposed slots 30 are also located in the 
top of the head for mating With a tool and an internal surface 
31 of the head Where the bore 27 opens onto an upper surface 
33 is chamfered. 

[0022] The base has a generally cylindrical shaped body 
37 With a radial outer surface 38 having a thread 40 helically 
Wound about the surface 38. When the base 15 is unbroken 
from and still integral With the head 16, the head bore 27 
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extends into the base 15 forming a base upper bore or bore 
portion 42. The base 15 has a coaxial loWer bore or bore 
portion 43. The bore 42 is of larger diameter than the loWer 
bore 43 and there is a shoulder 45 therebetWeen. At the upper 
end of the loWer bore 43 and inner side of the shoulder 45 
is a circumferential edge 51. 

[0023] When the base 15 breaks from the head 16, a planar 
upper surface 49 intersecting With the bore portion 42 is 
exposed. An inner edge 47 is located at the intersection of 
the bore portion 42 and upper surface 49. The loWer edge 51 
is thus of a smaller diameter than the upper edge 47 and 
spaced coaxially therebeloW. 

[0024] The base 15 also has a loWer coaxially aligned 
point 55 and a circumferential cutting ring 56 located on a 
bottom 57 thereof. 

[0025] The thread 40 can be seen in cross-section in FIG. 
3 and has a leading surface 60 and a trailing surface 61 
relative to clockWise advancement of the set screW 1 by 
rotation about the axis A in a mating thread, as Will be 
described later. Intersections 62 and 63 of the leading 
surface 60 and trailing surface 61 respectively With a plane 
passing through the axis of rotation Aboth slope rearWardly, 
again With respect to advancement of the set screW during 
installation. In particular, the leading surface 60 has an inner 
edge 64 and an outer edge 65 and the trailing surface 61 has 
an inner edge 67 and an outer edge 68. The leading surface 
60 slopes rearWardly from the inner edge 64 to the outer 
edge 65 and the trailing surface 61 slopes rearWardly from 
the inner edge 67 to the outer edge 68 thereof. Preferably, the 
inner edges 64 and 67 are more greatly spaced than the outer 
edges 65 and 68 so that the thread 40 has a generally 
triangular con?guration in cross-section With an outer tip 
removal. An outer vertical Wall 71 joins the leading surface 
60 to the trailing surface 61. 

[0026] With respect to a radius of the set screW, an angle 
B betWeen such a radius and the intersection 62 of the 
leading surface 60 With a plane passing through the axis A 
is preferably Within a range from 3 to 40 degrees and most 
preferably Within a range from 7 to 10 degrees. Also 
preferably the angle C betWeen an intersection 63 of the 
trailing surface 61 With the radius of the set screW 1 is 
preferably Within a range of from 30 to 60 degrees and most 
preferably Within a range of from 40 to 50 degrees. 

[0027] The ?rst implant 4 of the illustrated embodiment is 
an elongate rod having a cylindrical surface 80. The second 
implant 5 is a bone screW 82 having a shank 84 With an 
external thread 85 that is screWed into the vertebral body 7, 
such as is shoWn in FIGS. 4 and 5. The bone screW 82 also 
has a head 87 With a pair of upstanding arms 89 and 90. Each 
of the arms 89 and 90 has an internal threaded surface 91 and 
92 respectively that are threaded to matingly receive the 
thread 40 of the set screW 1, as is shoWn in FIG. 4. The 
cylindrical surface 80 of the ?rst implant 4 is received in a 
channel 94 of the head 87 Which is, in the present embodi 
ment, closed by the set screW 1. 

[0028] The easy-out 10 has a handle 96 With a cross 
member 97 for turning. Opposite the cross member 97 is a 
chuck 98 joined With a head 99. The head 99 has an outer 
surface 100 that is in the shape of a truncated cone and Which 
has a reverse thread 101 helically Wound thereabout. The 
angle of an intersection of the head 99 With a plane passing 
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through the axis of the head 99 is represented by the angle 
D and is the same angle as is formed by joining points of the 
edges 47 and 51 intersected by a plane passing through the 
axis A, as is seen in FIG. 5. In this manner the easy-out head 
outer surface 100 is mateable With or engages both of the 
edges 47 and 51 simultaneously. 

[0029] In use the set screW 1 is inserted betWeen the 
second implant arms 89 and 90 and threadably received With 
respect to the surfaces 91 and 92, so as to advance, that is 
rotate and move doWnWardly relative to the second implant 
5 in FIG. 4. The ?rst implant 4 is positioned in the channel 
94 of the second implant 5 prior to installation of the screW 
1 and, as the set screW 1 advances, it engages the ?rst 
implant 4. Upon engagement With the ?rst implant 4, 
additional torque is applied to the set screW 1 until a 
preselected torque is achieved at Which time the head 16 
breaks from the base 15, as is shoWn in FIG. 4. At this time 
the set screW base 15 is set With respect to locking the ?rst 
implant 4 in position relative to the second implant 5. The 
thread 40 of the set screW base 15 exerts a combined axial 
and radial inWard force against the second implant arms 89 
and 90 so as to pull the arms 89 and 90 toWard the set screW 
base 15. 

[0030] If it is desired to remove the set screW base 15 once 
seated, the easy-out 10 is placed such that the easy-out head 
99 is located Within the bores 42 and 43 in such a manner 
that the head outer surface 100 engages both of the edges 47 
and 51 simultaneously. The easy-out 10 is then rotated in a 
counterclockWise manner, While applying suf?cient force 
that the thread 101 on the head outer surface 100 grips the 
set screW base 15 at the edges 47 and 51 so as to transfer 
torque thereto until the set screW 1 unscreWs from the 
implant 5. 

[0031] While the present illustrated embodiment shoWs 
only a single stepdoWn With the bores 42 and 43 of the base 
15, it is foreseen that additional stepdoWns could be utiliZed 
to further improve the engagement of the easy-out head 99 
With edges of the base 15 and to thereby improve the ef?cacy 
of the easy-out 10 in removing a set screW base 15. It is also 
noted that the step-doWns can be relatively close and the 
overall depth of the combined bores can be comparatively 
shalloW, since total length of the shoulder edge available to 
the easy-out is more important than overall axial length of 
the bores or easy-out. 

[0032] It is to be understood that While certain forms of the 
present invention have been illustrated and described herein, 
it is not to be limited to the speci?c forms or arrangement of 
parts described and shoWn. 

What is claimed and desired to be secured by Letters Patent 
is as folloWs: 
1. A set screW comprising: 

a) a body having an axis of rotation and a radially outer 
threaded surface, an upper surface and a loWer surface; 

b) said body having a multi-diameter bore extending 
axially from said upper surface; 

c) said bore having a ?rst diameter upper portion adjacent 
said upper surface and forming a ?rst circumferential 
edge With said upper surface; said bore loWer portion 
having a second diameter smaller than said ?rst diam 
eter and beginning at a shoulder spaced from said upper 
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surface; said bore lower portion having a second cir 
cumferential edge at the inner side of said shoulder; and 

d) said ?rst and second edges being siZed and spaced so 
as to be adapted to simultaneously engage an outer 
surface of an easy out for purposes of removal. 

2. The set screW according to claim 1 including: 

a) a head for gripping and driving during installation. 
3. The set screW according to claim 2 Wherein: 

a) said head is initially secured to said base by a break 
aWay region and said head separates from said bore 
upon the application of a preselected torque to said 
head. 

4. The set screW according to claim 3 Wherein: 

a) said breakaWay region is located at the position having 
the least cross-sectional area betWeen said head and 
base in a plane perpendicular to an aXis of rotation of 
said screW. 

5. The set screW according to claim 4 Wherein: 

a) said breakaWay region and said ?rst edge are both in a 
common plane perpendicular to said aXis of rotation. 

6. The set screW according to claim 1 Wherein: 

a) said threaded outer surface has a helically Wound 
threadform thereon; said set screW has a direction of 
normal advancement along said aXis of rotation; 
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b) said threadform has a leading surface and a trailing 
surface; and 

c) both said leading surface and said trailing surface slope 
rearWardly relative to said direction of advancement 
from inner edges to outer edges thereof. 

7. The set screW according to claim 6 in combination With 
an open headed bone screW having a pair of spaced arms 
With facing threaded surfaces that mate With the thread on 
said set screW during use such that said set screW closes 
betWeen said arms. 

8. The set screW according to claim 1 in combination With 
a medical implant having a ?rst element and a second 
element Wherein said set screW is received in a threaded bore 
of said ?rst element and has a bottom that abuts against said 
second element during use to lock the second element in 
?Xed position relative to said ?rst element. 

9. In a set screW having a body With a threaded outer 
surface and an aXially aligned bore; the improvement com 
prising: 

a) said bore having an upper ?rst edge and a stepdoWn 
shoulder With a second edge; said ?rst and second 
edges being positioned and spaced to be adapted to 
both simultaneously engage an easy-out for removal. 


