
US 20020062522A1 

(12) Patent Application Publication (10) Pub. No.: US 2002/0062522 A1 
(19) United States 

Deckert (43) Pub. Date: May 30, 2002 

(54) CRIB SHEET ANCHOR (52) us. Cl. ............................................................. .. 5/5041 

(76) Inventor: April K. Deckert, Arendtsville, PA 
(US) (57) ABSTRACT 

Correspondence Address: 
April K. Deckert, President 
SLOCB Industries Inc 
30 Chambersburg Street 
PO Box 206 
Arendtsville, PA 17303 (US) 

(21) Appl. No.: 09/727,078 

(22) Filed: Nov. 30, 2000 

Related US. Application Data 

(63) Non-provisional of provisional application No. 
60/173,455, ?led on Dec. 29, 1999. 

Publication Classi?cation 

(51) Int. Cl? ................................................... .. A47C 21/02 

Acrib sheet anchor is provided having an octagonal harness 
pad having at least four corner edges, With at least tWo of the 
four corner edges being parallel to one another and arranged 
at about thirty-?ve degrees to at least tWo parallel side edges. 
In this Way, outwardly directed forces applied to the octago 
nal harness pad are evenly distributed so as to prevent 
bunching or wrinkling of the crib sheet. Six elastic strips 
each having tWo ends With one of the ends fastened to one 
each of the side edges and the corner edges of the harness 
pad. Four of the six elastic straps are relatively longer than 
tWo of the elastic straps. Six clasps are fastened one each to 
the free ends of the six elastic straps. The clasps include a 
crib sheet engagernent portion that can be locked in place on 
a crib sheet and Which increases its grip as tension is applied 
to the crib sheet and the clasp. 
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CRIB SHEET ANCHOR 

[0001] This application claims priority from provisional 
patent application Serial No. 60/173,455, ?led Dec. 29, 
1999. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] This invention relates generally to bed coverings 
for infants and in particular to a system for anchoring infant 
crib sheets to a crib mattress. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] Devices adapted for securing a sheet to a mattress 
are Well knoWn in the art. For example, US. Pat. No. 
4,199,830 discloses a holding appliance for use on a blanket, 
mattress pad, or coverlet of a bed. The device includes a 
band for ?xing the blanket or coverlet to a bed in such a 
manner that the blanket or coverlet can be freely movable 
relative to the bed, Without disturbing a person’s sleep. 

[0004] In US. Pat. No. 4,829,617, a bedding attachment 
device is disclosed that includes a strip of hook fastening 
material Which is attachable to a bed frame and a strip of 
loop fastening material Which is selectively attachable to the 
bedding. Garter-like fastening straps are ?xedly secured to 
the loop strip, and these straps are attached to the bedding at 
selected positions. The bedding may then be stretched over 
the mattress until the hook and loop fastening strips are 
engaged. 
[0005] In US. Pat. No. 5,148,560, a device for keeping 
?tted sheets in place on a mattress is provided. The device 
includes a central sheet With substantially the same shape as 
the mattress but With smaller dimensions. Elastic members 
are attached to the periphery of the central sheet pulling 
inWardly on a ?tted sheet. The elastic members are perma 
nently affixed to the central sheet on one end and removably 
grab the edges of the ?tted sheet keeping it in place. 

[0006] Properly securing an infant crib sheet to the crib 
mattress can often be difficult. Even a very young infant is 
capable of pulling the corners of a crib sheet loose, even if 
the sheet is “?tted”. Once free from the mattress, the loose 
sheet poses a very real threat to the infant inasmuch as the 
infant may become entrapped in a portion of the sheet and 
be suffocated. What is needed is a simple, yet highly 
effective system for securing the corners and sides of an 
infant crib sheet to standard full siZe crib mattress. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0007] The present invention provides a crib sheet anchor 
comprising an octagonal harness pad having at least four 
corner edges, With at least tWo of the four corner edges being 
parallel to one another and arranged at about thirty-?ve 
degrees to at least tWo parallel side edges. In this Way, 
outWardly directed forces applied to the octagonal harness 
pad are evenly distributed so as to prevent bunching or 
Wrinkling of the crib sheet. Six elastic strips each having tWo 
ends With one of the ends fastened to one each of the side 
edges and the corner edges of the harness pad. Four of the 
six elastic straps are relatively longer than tWo of the elastic 
straps. Six clasps are fastened one each to the free ends of 
the six elastic straps. The clasps include a crib sheet engage 
ment portion that can be locked in place on a crib sheet and 
Which increases its grip as tension is applied to the crib sheet 
and the clasp. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0008] These and other features and advantages of the 
present invention Will be more fully disclosed in, or rendered 
obvious by, the folloWing detailed description of the pre 
ferred embodiment of the invention, Which is to be consid 
ered together With the accompanying draWings Wherein like 
numbers refer to like parts and further Wherein: 

[0009] FIG. 1 is an elevational vieW of a crib sheet anchor 
formed in accordance With the invention assembled to a 
standard infant crib sheet that has been placed on a standard 
crib mattress; 

[0010] FIG. 2 is an elevational vieW of a crib sheet anchor 
shoWn in FIG. 1; 

[0011] FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW of one of the garter 
clasps shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 2; and 

[0012] FIG. 4 is an elevational vieW of a portion of the 
garter clasps shoWn in FIGS. 1, 2 and 3. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

[0013] This description of preferred embodiments is 
intended to be read in connection With the accompanying 
draWings, Which are to be considered part of the entire 
Written description of this invention. In the description, 
relative terms such as “horiZontal,”"vertical,”“up,”“doWn, 
”“top” and “bottom” as Well as derivatives thereof (e.g., 
“horiZontally,”“doWnWardly,”“upWardly," etc.) should be 
construed to refer to the orientation as then described or as 
shoWn in the draWing ?gure under discussion. These relative 
terms are for convenience of description and normally are 
not intended to require a particular orientation. Terms 
including “inWardly” versus “outWardly,”“longitudinal” 
versus “lateral” and the like are to be interpreted relative to 
one another or relative to an axis of elongation, or an axis or 

center of rotation, as appropriate. Terms concerning attach 
ments, coupling and the like, such as “connected” and 
“interconnected,” refer to a relationship Wherein structures 
are secured or attached to one another either directly or 

indirectly through intervening structures, as Well as both 
movable or rigid attachments or relationships, unless 
expressly described otherWise. The term “operatively con 
nected” is such an attachment, coupling or connection that 
alloWs the pertinent structures to operate as intended by 
virtue of that relationship. 

[0014] Referring to FIG. 1, a crib sheet anchor 5 formed 
in accordance With the present invention is adapted for 
maintaining crib sheet 6 securely to a crib mattress 7, and 
comprises a harness pad 10, elastic straps 15 and garter 
clasps 20. More particularly, harness pad 10 is octagonally 
shaped including tWo pair of corner edges 22a, 22b and 23a, 
23b, side edges 26, and top and bottom edges 28. Each pair 
of corner edges 22a, 22b and 23a, 23b are arranged in 
parallel relation to one another such that corner edges 22a, 
22b are parallel and corner edges 23a, 23b are parallel. Side 
edges 26 are parallel to one another as are top and bottom 
edges 28, With all four being arranged so as to be at about 
a thirty-?ve degree angle to corner edges 22a, 22b and 23a, 
23b. 

[0015] Harness pad 10 is preferably eight and a half inches 
Wide and ten and a half inches long, and formed from ten 
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ounce duck/canvas cloth Which is preferred for its strength 
and resistance to stretching or tearing. The peripheral edge 
27 of harness pad 10 is folded over upon itself so as to 
provide about a one inch Wide double layer margin 29. 
Margin 29 is double stitched together With upholstery 
Weight thread or nylon for maximum strength, improved 
maintenance of overall shape, resistance to dry rot, mold and 
mildeW. The octagonal shape of harness pad 10 is particu 
larly ef?cient for evenly distributing tensile stresses that 
result from the application of outWardly directed forces 
applied to margin 29 by elastic straps 15 When crib sheet 
anchor 5 is applied to a crib sheet as shoWn in FIG. 1. 

[0016] There are siX elastic straps 15 that are each about 
one inch Wide, With four being about thirteen inches long 
and tWo being about four inches long. One each of the four 
thirteen inch long elastic strips has an end seWn to margin 29 
at the center of each of corner edges 22a, 22b and 23a, 23b. 
One each of the four inch long elastic strips is seWn to the 
center of a side edge 26. A one inch braided elastic is 
preferred for its non-roll quality and long life. Each elastic 
strip 15 is attached to margin 29 With a double stitch 31 of 
upholstery Weight thread or nylon for strength, resistance to 
dry rot, mold and mildeW. 

[0017] Referring to FIGS. 3 and 4, a garter clasp 20 is 
attached to one end of each of elastic straps 15. Garter clasps 
20 include a tab 30 and a spring clip 33 Which are joined to 
one another at one end. Tab 30 is often positioned at the end 
of a ?exible member 36, such as a strip of canvas, plastic, 
or the like. Spring clip 33 is formed from a resilient material 
such as metal or a stiff polymer, that is formed so as to 
provide a tab receptacle portion 40 and a tab clamp portion 
42. Spring clip 33 is often formed so as to resemble a so 
called “key-hole” shape, having a single aperture With a 
large opening 43 de?ned by tab receptacle portion 40 and a 
smaller opening 45 de?ned by tab clamp portion 42 into 
Which tab 30 may be locked and held by friction/With and 
compression tab clamp 42. Tab receptacle portion 40 is siZed 
so as to accept tab 30 along With a portion of a crib sheet 6 
Within large opening 43. Tab clamp portion 42 is narroWer 
than tab receptacle portion 40. In this Way, once tab 30 and 
a portion of crib sheet 6 are positioned Within tab receptacle 
portion 40 they may be slid into the smaller opening 45 of 
tab clamp 42 Where they are securely held. Advantageously, 
as crib sheet 6 is pulled against the clamping action of garter 
clasp 20, tab clamp 42 operates to increase its locking hold 
or grip upon the portion of crib sheet 6 that is positioned 
Within it by tab 30. 

[0018] Crib sheet anchor 5 is attached to a crib sheet 6 in 
the folloWing manner. Crib sheet 6 is secured to mattress 7 
in the conventional Way. Mattress 7 With crib sheet 6 
attached is then turned over to reveal its underside, and the 
peripheral edges of crib sheet 6. Crib sheet anchor 5 is 
placed in the center of mattress 7, and each garter clasp 20 
is fastened to a confronting peripheral edge portion of crib 
sheet 6, so that corner edges 22a, 22b and 23a, 23b and side 
edges 26 are attached, via elastic strips 15 and garter clasps 
20, to the overlapping edges of crib sheet 6. The length of 
elastic strips 15 and the octagonal shape of harness pad 10 
are selected so as to alloW tension to be applied evenly to the 
peripheral edges of crib sheet 6 Without pulling the corners 
of mattress 7 in from the crib or causing Wrinkles in the top 
side of crib sheet 6. Thus crib sheet anchor 5 is designed to 
hold an infant ?tted or ?at crib sheet snug to a standard full 
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siZe crib mattress Without Wrinkles and so as to be resistant 
to the forces generated by the motions of an infant that cause 
?tted or ?at crib sheets to otherWise ride up and come free 
from the mattress possibly causing an entrapment and suf 
focation threat to the child. 

[0019] Advantages of the Invention 

[0020] Numerous advantages are obtained by employing 
the present invention. 

[0021] More speci?cally, a crib sheet anchor is provided 
Which avoids many problems associated With prior art 
devices. 

[0022] In addition, a crib sheet anchor is provided Which 
distributes tensile forces across a central harness pad so as 
to better prevent Wrinkling of a crib sheet. 

[0023] Furthermore, a crib sheet anchor is provided Which 
Will secure an infant ?tted or ?at crib sheet to a crib mattress 
so as to be resistant to the normal movements and motions 
of an infant in a standard, full siZe crib. 

[0024] Also, a crib sheet anchor is provided Which is safe 
to use and Will not cause, itself, cause injury to infants 
sleeping in a crib. 

[0025] In addition, a crib sheet anchor is provided Which 
is simple to operate and easy to use. 

[0026] Furthermore, a crib sheet anchor is provided Which 
may be easily and efficiently manufactured and marketed. 

[0027] It is to be understood that the present invention is 
by no means limited only to the particular constructions 
herein disclosed and shoWn in the draWings, but also com 
prises any modi?cations or equivalents Within the scope of 
the claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A crib sheet anchor comprising: 

an octagonal harness pad having at least four corner edges 
that are arranged at about thirty-?ve degrees to at least 
tWo parallel side edges; 

siX elastic strips each having tWo ends With one of said 
ends fastened to one each of said side edges and said 
corner edges of said harness pad Wherein four of said 
siX elastic straps are relatively longer than tWo of said 
elastic straps; and 

siX clasps fastened one each to free ends of said siX elastic 
straps. 

2. A crib sheet anchor comprising: 

an octagonal harness pad having at least four corner edges 
Wherein at least tWo of said four corner edges are 
parallel to one another and are arranged at about 
thirty-?ve degrees to at least tWo parallel side edges 
Whereby outWardly directed forces applied to said 
octagonal harness pad are evenly distributed; 

siX elastic strips each having tWo ends With one of said 
ends fastened to one each of said side edges and said 
corner edges of said harness pad Wherein four of said 
siX elastic straps are relatively longer than tWo of said 
elastic straps; and 

siX clasps fastened one each to free ends of said siX elastic 
straps Wherein said clasps include a crib sheet engage 
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rnent portion that can be locked in place on a crib sheet 
and Which increases its grip as tension is applied to said 
crib sheet and said clasp. 

3. A crib sheet anchor comprising: 

an octagonal harness pad having at least four corner 
edges, a top edge and a bottom edge, Wherein at least 
tWo of said four corner edges are parallel to one another 
and are arranged at about thirty-?ve degrees to at least 
tWo parallel side edges Whereby outWardly directed 
forces applied to said octagonal harness pad are evenly 
distributed Wherein said side edges are spaced apart by 
about eight and a half inches and said top and bottom 
edges are spaced apart by about ten and a half inches; 
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siX one inch Wide elastic strips each having tWo ends With 
one of said ends fastened to one each of said side edges 
and said corner edges of said harness pad Wherein four 
of said siX elastic straps are about thirteen inches long 
and tWo of said elastic straps are about four inches long; 
and 

siX clasps fastened one each to free ends of said siX elastic 
straps Wherein said clasps include a crib sheet engage 
rnent portion that can be locked in place on a crib sheet 
and Which increases its grip as tension is applied to said 
crib sheet and said clasp. 

* * * * * 


