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TISSUE EMPLOYING AN AIR PRESS AWeb of tissue is formed in a crescent former, followed by 

an air press for Water removal in the pressing section, 
passing onto a Yankee dryer. A headbox injects stock 
betWeen upper and loWer dryer fabrics brought together on 
a breast roll. The fabrics move over vacuum boxes, and the 
Web is heated With steam and passed betWeen an upper 
pressure box and a loWer vacuum box forming an air press 
Which deWaters the Web. A sheet transfer pickup vacuum 
box holds the sheet to the upper fabric as the loWer fabric 
diverges from the upper fabric. Apressure roller transfers the 
Web onto a Yankee dryer. The fabrics are cleaned on vertical 
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PAPERMAKING MACHINE FOR FORMING 
TISSUE EMPLOYING AN AIR PRESS 

CROSS REFERENCES TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application is a divisional of US. patent 
application entitled Papermaking Machine for Forming Tis 
sue Employing an Air Press, application Ser. No. 09/324, 
469, is the disclosure of Which is incorporated by reference 
herein. 

STATEMENT AS TO RIGHTS TO INVENTIONS 
MADE UNDER FEDERALLY SPONSORED 

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention relates to papermaking 
machines used in forming tissue grades particular. 

[0003] Tissue is a lightweight grade of paper Which is 
formed, pressed and dried on a single large dryer called a 
Yankee dryer. The tissue is creped from the surface of the 
Yankee dryer by a doctor blade creating a soft absorbent 
tissue. Tissue is Widely used in products such as toilet paper, 
paper toWel, napkins, and facial tissues. 

[0004] A typical tissue forming machine consists of a 
fourdrinier former Which transfers the Web to a press felt 
Which conducts the tissue Web through a pressing section. 
Following the pressing section the Web is pressed against a 
Yankee dryer roll to ?rmly adhere the Web to the surface of 
the roll. The transfer roll may have a nip loading of approXi 
mately 200 pounds per linear inch and sometimes various 
sprays are used to increase adherence to the surface of the 
Yankee dryer roll. The tissue Web is rapidly dried on the 
surface of the Yankee dryer Which may have a diameter of 
over 22 feet. The dried Web is scraped off the surface of the 
dryer by a doctor blade in a process knoWn as creping Which 
increases the bulk and absorbency of the tissue. 

[0005] When attempting to modemiZe a typical older 
tissue making machine, the forming section, Which has 
limited Water handling capacity, Which impacts formation 
potential, and needs substantial upkeep due to age, is advan 
tageously replaced With a modern tWin Wire former or 
crescent former. Updating the pressing section, hoWever, 
presents problems: modem fabrics are stiff and cannot be 
bunched up and threaded through the threading openings on 
older machines. 

[0006] The eXisting pressing section typically cannot suf 
?ciently reduce the Water content of the higher speed Web 
produced by the neW crescent or tWin-Wire former. Because 
drying capability is limited by the maXimum siZe and 
temperature of the Yankee dryer, if the performance of older 
machines is to be increased Without increased drying capa 
bility, a solution Which improves the capacity of the pressing 
section must be found. At the same time, it is necessary to 
eliminate the long spans Where the Web is supported by a 
felt, Which have the potential for sheet drop-offs and hole 
formation. 

[0007] What is needed is a combination of tissue forming 
section and press section Which can be used to improve the 
performance of eXisting tissue making machines. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] The papermaking machine of this invention forms 
a Web of tissue in a crescent former, folloWed by an air press 
for Water removal in the pressing section. The Web is then 
pressed onto a Yankee dryer for drying. The crescent former 
employs a breast roll around Which a upper fabric and a 
loWer fabric are brought together. AheadboX injects a stream 
of stock betWeen the tWo fabrics as they are brought together 
on the breast roll. The upper fabric engages the breast roll 
?rst, and Water is driven off through the loWer fabric due to 
centrifugal acceleration as the Wires move together around 
the breast roll. The tWo forming fabrics move together over 
a series of vacuum boXes, and the sheet is heated With steam 
and passed betWeen an upper pressure boX and a loWer 
vacuum boX forming an air press Which deWaters the Web by 
forcing air through the Web. A sheet transfer pickup vacuum 
boX holds the sheet to the upper fabric as the loWer fabric 
diverges aWay from the upper fabric. A pressure roller 
transfers the Web onto the surface of a Yankee dryer. A tail 
cutter is located betWeen the sheet transfer boX and the 
pressure roller. Each of the fabrics has a vertical run of fabric 
before it returns to the breast roll. The vertical runs alloW the 
forming fabrics to be cleaned While baffles prevent the 
cleaned fabric from being sprayed. 

[0009] Various modi?cations can be made to the basic 
design. A second upper fabric or transfer fabric operating at 
a loWer speed then the ?rst upper fabric can be used to form 
a rush transfer betWeen the forming fabrics and the Yankee 
dryer Which increases Web bulk and absorbency. Instead of 
a second fabric, a vacuum pressure roll may perform the 
rush transfer betWeen the loWer forming fabric and the 
Yankee dryer. 

[0010] The loWer fabric may be divided into tWo fabrics, 
and the second fabric Which passes through the air press, can 
be used to mold a texture into the Web. 

[0011] The rush transfer and the molding fabric may be 
combined in one machine. 

[0012] A tWin Wire former may be used instead of a 
crescent former in each of the above con?gurations. 

[0013] It is a feature of the present invention to provide a 
replacement forming and pressing section to an eXisting 
papermaking machine for forming tissue. 

[0014] It is another feature of the present invention to 
provide a pressing section of shorter length. 

[0015] It is a further feature of the present invention to 
provide for cleaning forming fabrics as they move upWardly 
along a vertical path. 

[0016] It is a further feature of the present invention to 
increase the speed at Which a tissue forming papermaking 
machine operates. 

[0017] It is yet another feature of the present invention to 
provide means for integrating an air press into a papermak 
ing machine for forming tissue grades of paper. 

[0018] A yet further feature of the present invention is to 
provide an improved tissue former Which utiliZes portions of 
an existing machine and thus reduces costs. 

[0019] Further objects, features and advantages of the 
invention Will be apparent from the folloWing detailed 
description When taken in conjunction With the accompa 
nying draWings. 



US 2002/0060049 A1 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0020] FIG. 1 is a schematic vieW of a crescent former and 
pressing section employing an air press for forming and 
pressing a tissue Web. 

[0021] FIG. 2 is a fragmentary schematic revieW of an 
alternative transfer apparatus for creating a rush transfer 
betWeen the pressing section and the Yankee dryer of FIG. 
1 or FIG. 5. 

[0022] FIG. 3 is a schematic vieW of an alternative 
embodiment of the forming and pressing section of FIG. 1 
Wherein a second loWer felt alloWs molding the formed Web. 

[0023] FIG. 4 is a schematic vieW of a yet further embodi 
ment of the forming and pressing section of FIG. 1 com 
bining the features of the apparatus of FIG. 2 and FIG. 3. 

[0024] FIG. 5 is a still further alternative embodiment of 
the forming and pressing sections of FIG. 1 Wherein a tWin 
Wire former is employed. 

[0025] FIG. 6 is a further fragmentary schematic vieW of 
an apparatus for creating a rush transfer of a tissue Web from 
the pressing section of FIG. 1 or FIG. 5 

[0026] FIG. 7 is a schematic vieW of another alternative 
embodiment combining the features of FIG. 5 With the 
second loWer felt used for molding of FIG. 3. 

[0027] FIG. 8 is a schematic vieW of another alternative 
embodiment apparatus combining the features of FIG. 6 and 
FIG. 7. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0028] Referring more particularly to FIGS. 1-8 Wherein 
like numbers refer to similar parts, a papermaking machine 
20 for forming tissue grades of paper is shoWn in FIG. 1. 
The apparatus 20 has a headbox 22 Which is positioned over 
a breast roll 24 to inject a stream of stock into a nip 34 
formed betWeen an upper forming fabric 26 and a loWer 
forming fabric 28. The upper forming fabric 26 forms an 
endless loop Which contains the breast roll 24 and a pressure 
roll 30 Which presses the upper forming fabric 26 against a 
Yankee dryer 32. The nip 34 is formed Where the loWer 
forming fabric 28 is Wrapped onto the upper forming fabric 
26 as it Wraps around the breast roll 24. A tissue Web 36 is 
formed as Water is removed from the stock by suction into 
the breast roll 24 and by the action of centrifugal force Which 
causes Water to be throWn outWardly Where curved baffles 
38 direct it into a saveall 40. 

[0029] The upper fabric 26 and loWer fabric 28 With the 
Web 36 sandWiched therebetWeen passes over a series of 
vacuum boxes 42 Which further deWater the Web 36. The 
Web is then heated by a steam shoWer 44 positioned over a 
vacuum box 46. Heating the Web reduces the viscosity of the 
Water contained in the Web. The Web 36 sandWiched 
betWeen the upper fabric 26 and the loWer fabric 28 then 
passes through an air press 48 consisting of an upper 
pressure box 50 and a loWer vacuum box 52. The air press 
48, Which is described more fully in US. application Ser. 
No. 08/962,110, ?led Oct. 31, 1997, entitled Air Pressing 
Equipment and Processes, Which is incorporated herein by 
reference. US. Pat. No. 5,225,0422 Eaton et al. Which is 
incorporated herein by reference, describes a apparatus for 
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deWatering a Web formed by a tWin Wire former. Eaton et al. 
describes pressure dome on one side of a sandWich of tWo 
forming fabrics and a Web held therebetWeen and a opposed 
curved vacuum box Which receives Water from the Web. 
Eaton et al. uses the terminology pressure dome and Water 
collecting chamber to refer to the disclosed air press. Such 
terminology is analogous to the terminology used herein of 
a pressure box opposed to a vacuum box. 

[0030] The air press 48 is positioned about the upper 
forming fabric 26 and the loWer forming fabric 28 and the 
Web 36 is positioned therebetWeen. Air is supplied to the 
pressure box 50 and ?oWs through the relatively permeable 
upper forming fabric 26, through the Web 36, and ?nally 
through the relatively permeable loWer forming fabric 28. 

[0031] The large area of the pressure box 50, Which may 
be six inches Wide in the machine direction, as compared to 
a jet of air, means that air ?oWs With relatively loW velocity 
through the Web and applies a relatively high pressure of 
about ?fteen to thirty psi to the Web 36 as it passes betWeen 
the pressure box 50 and the vacuum box 52. Pressure in the 
vacuum box 52 is typically about ?fteen inches of Mercury 
beloW atmospheric or about seven psi vacuum. Thus the 
total pressure drop across the Web 36 is approximately 
tWenty to thirty-?ve psi and almost all the pressure drop 
occurs through the Web 36 thickness. The Web 36 is rela 
tively thin, approximately a feW hundredths of an inch or 
less, as air moves through the Web it sees the tWenty to 
thirty-?ve psi pressure drop, by dividing pressure drop by 
the thickness of the Web, a value for the pressure gradient 
across the Web can be calculated, demonstrating the large 
pressure gradient through the Web. 
[0032] The effect of the rapid expansion of air as it passes 
through the Web 36 is to remove Water from the Web. As 
described in US. application Ser. No. 08/962,110, an air 
press device used on a tissue Web having a solids content of 
about tWenty-?ve percent and a thickness of about three 
hundredths of an inch Was able to increase the solids content 
to approximately thirty-three percent. Although the precise 
mechanism is not clearly understood, the use of pressuriZed 
air is more effective than vacuum alone because of the 
higher pressures available and the greater air volume forced 
through the Web. The upper fabric 26 and the loWer fabric 28 
are substantially more permeable then the Web so that almost 
all the pressure drop occurs across the Web 36. 

[0033] The mechanism of the air press 48 is distinct from 
a system using jets of air directed at a Web. A jet of air is 
dif?cult to maintain With uniformly along the machine 
direction. Further the magnitude of the dynamic pressure 
differential Which can be developed is generally loWer than 
the static air press pressure developed in the enclosed air 
press frame 50. 

[0034] FolloWing the air press 48, the loWer fabric 28 is 
directed aWay from the upper fabric 26 and a sheet transfer 
pickup box 54 draWs a vacuum on the upper fabric 26 to 
cause the Web 36 to folloW the upper forming fabric 26. The 
Web 36 then travels around a pressure roller 30 Which 
presses against the Yankee dryer 32 With a pressure of 
approximately tWo hundred pounds per linear inch and 
transfers the Web 36 to the surface of the Yankee dryer 32. 
A tail cutter 60 may be located above the upper fabric 26 
betWeen the pickup box 54 and the pressure roller 30. And 
similarly, sheet trim apparatus (not shoWn) may be located 
betWeen the pickup box 54 and the pressure roller 30. 
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[0035] The lower fabric 28 continues doWn around a drive 
roll 62. A spray 64 creates a ?ooded nip 66 betWeen the 
upper side of the drive roll 62 and the loWer fabric 28. The 
?ooded nip causes the Web 68 if it has not been transferred 
by the pickup boX 54 to become saturated and leave the 
loWer fabric 28 under the in?uences of gravity. The loWer 
forming fabric 28 returns to the forming section of the 
papermaking machine 20 through a series of idler rolls 70. 
The loWer fabric 28 enters a vertical run 72 Where Water 
shoWers 74 contained Within baf?es 76 clean the fabric 28 
before it returns to the breast roll 24. A stretcher roll 78 
alloWs the tension in the loWer fabric 28 to be adjusted and 
a guide roll 80 guides the fabric 28 into engagement With the 
breast roll 24. 

[0036] After leaving the press roll 30, the upper fabric 26 
moves through a vertical run 82 Where it is Washed by Water 
shoWers 84 Within baf?es 86. The upper fabric 26 passes 
over an adjustable stretcher roll 88 and returns to Wrap 
around the breast roll 24. 

[0037] FIG. 2 shoWs an addition of a second upper fabric 
90 betWeen the air press 48 and the press roll 30. The 
addition of the second fabric 90 involves the elimination of 
the Web transfer pickup boX 54 shoWn in FIG. 1, and the 
addition of a suction pickup roll 92 Which takes the Web 36 
from the loWer fabric 28. The pickup roll 92 is adjustable 
and the second upper fabric 90 is operated at a loWer speed 
than the loWer fabric 28 so that a rush transfer is created 
Wherein a creping like action takes place as the Web transfers 
from the loWer fabric 28 to the sloWer speed fabric 90. The 
second upper fabric 90, after Wrapping around the press roll 
30, enters an inclined cleaning run 94 Where a Water shoWer 
96 is folloWed by an air knife 98. The second upper fabric 
90 then turns around a helper drive roll 100 to a stretcher roll 
102 and returns to the suction pickup roll 92. The use of a 
rush transfer increases the bulk and absorbency of the Web 
36 Without additional ?ber. 

[0038] Rush transfer can also be accomplished With a 
vacuum pressure roll 104 as shoWn in FIG. 6. The vacuum 
pressure roll 104 is positioned betWeen the Yankee dryer 32 
and the loWer fabric 28. The tail cutter 60 is positioned 
beloW the loWer fabric 28 as shoWn in FIG. 6 A trim means 
(not shoWn) can also be positioned above the loWer 
fabric 28. 

[0039] A second loWer fabric 106 can be employed With 
the papermaking machine 20 of FIG. 1. As shoWn in FIG. 
3, a vacuum pickup roll 108 is added to the upper fabric 26 
just in front of the steam shoWer 44 to pick the Web off the 
loWer forming fabric 28. A drive roll 110 is added inside the 
loop formed by the loWer fabric 28. The second loWer fabric 
106 incorporates a shoWer 112 and an air knife 114 doWn 
stream of the ?ooded nip 66 to clean the second loWer fabric 
106. By dividing the loWer fabric into tWo parts the ability 
to mold the Web 36 into a specialiZed fabric is created. Thus 
the second loWer fabric 106 may have a texture Which 
imparts specialiZed functionality or appearance to the 
Web 36. 

[0040] The ability to create a rush transfer as described 
With respect to FIG. 2 in combination With molding the Web 
36 With a second loWer fabric 106 is shoWn in FIG. 4. 

[0041] An alternative embodiment papermaking machine 
116 for forming tissue grades of paper is shoWn in FIG. 5. 

May 23, 2002 

The papermaking machine 116 employs a tWin Wire former 
118 formed by an upper forming fabric 120 and a loWer 
forming fabric 122 Which Wrap around a breast roll 124. The 
breast roll 124 is inside the loop formed by the loWer fabric 
22. The upper fabric 120 comes together With the loWer 
fabric 122 to form a nip 126. AheadboX 128 injects a stream 
of stock into the nip 126. Centrifugal force causes Water to 
be throWn outWardly and be captured by baf?es 130 Which 
direct Water to a saveall 132. In all other respects, the 
papermaking machine 116 is similar to the machine 20 
shoWn in FIG. 1. 

[0042] Various modi?cations to the basic machine 116 can 
be made by incorporating a second upper fabric 90 as shoWn 
in FIG. 2, or a vacuum pressure roll 104 as shoWn in FIG. 6. 

[0043] FIG. 7 is similar to FIG. 3 and shoWs the addition 
of a second loWer fabric 106 Which provides the ability to 
mold a pattern into the Web 36. The features of FIG. 2 can 
be incorporated With the con?guration of FIG. 7 to produce 
the con?guration of FIG. 8 Which is similar to the crescent 
former of FIG. 4. 

[0044] It should be understood that the breast roll used in 
the crescent former or the tWin Wire former may be a 
vacuum roll or may be a plain roll depending on various 
factors including the speed and thickness of the Web being 
formed. 

[0045] It should be understood that Wherein a rush transfer 
is described, a drag transfer Where the Web is stretched is 
also possible. 

[0046] It should be understood that the suction pickup roll 
92 shoWn in FIG. 2 and generally as shoWn in FIGS. 4 and 
8 could be a suction shoe Which does not rotate. 

[0047] In interpreting the draWing rolls shoWn With 
opposed dark sectors near the center are drive rolls or 
assistant drive rolls. Rolls With an arroW passing through 
them are mounted to move to adjust tension in a forming 
fabric. Rolls Which shoW a pivot line as in FIG. 6 symboliZe 
the mounting of the roll to pivot as indicated by the arroWs. 

[0048] Certain grades of paper, such as tissue paper or 
creped papers, are typically formed by pressing the Web onto 
a large diameter Yankee dryer, and creating a soft absorbent 
Web by scraping the Web off the dryer surface With a doctor 
blade. Alternative approaches hold out the possibility of 
increasing absorbency and increased forming speed While 
living Within the limitations of an eXisting single large 
diameter Yankee dryer. Rush transfer is an alternative means 
of increasing absorbency in the formation of a tissue Web. 
NeW approaches may lead to more cost-effective approaches 
to manufacturing these important and Widely used grades of 
paper. 

[0049] It is understood that the invention is not limited to 
the particular construction and arrangement of parts herein 
illustrated and described, but embraces such modi?ed forms 
thereof as come Within the scope of the folloWing claims. 

We claim: 
1. A papermaking machine for manufacturing a creped 

paper Web, comprising: 

a breast roll; 

a Yankee dryer; 
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a press roll; 

a ?rst forrning fabric forming an endless loop Which 
contains the breast roll and the press roll, the ?rst 
forrning fabric being urged against the Yankee dryer by 
the press roll; 

a second forrning fabric forming a second endless loop, 
the second forrning fabric coming into engagement 
With the ?rst forrning fabric and being Wrapped around 
a portion of the breast roll and running parallel to and 
engaged With the ?rst forrning fabric along an eXtended 
run after the ?rst forrning fabric and the second forrning 
fabric leave the breast roll; 

a headboX positioned to inject a stream of paper forrning 
stock betWeen the ?rst forrning fabric and the second 

May 23, 2002 

forrning fabric as the second forrning fabric comes into 
engagement With the ?rst forrning fabric on the breast 
roll; 

an air press comprising a pressure boX positioned to 
engage the inside of one of the forming fabrics, and a 
vacuum boX in spaced parallel relation to the pressure 
boX, the vacuum boX positioned to engage the inside of 
the other forrning fabric so that the ?rst and second 
forrning fabrics pass betWeen the pressure boX and the 
vacuum boX; 

a source of pressure connected to the pressure boX; and 

a source of vacuum connected to the vacuum boX so air 

?oWs from the pressure boX through the ?rst fabric, a 
paper Web contained therebetWeen, and the second 
fabric. 


