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(57) ABSTRACT 

A system for attaching a food processing adapter to a food 
processing unit includes an upper processing adapter 
attached to a pressure assembly of the unit, and a loWer 
processing adapter attached to a holder at a base of the unit. 
The holder includes a ?rst slot extending horizontally into a 
top portion of the holder, and a second slot opposite the ?rst 
slot and extending vertically into the holder. A ?rst tab 
extends horizontally from the loWer processing adapter and 
is con?gured to be inserted into the ?rst slot. A second tab 
extends vertically from the loWer processing adapter so as to 
be inserted into the second slot. A locking mechanism is 
con?gured to releaseably lock the second tab in place to 
prevent movement of the loWer processing adapter during 
operation of the food processing unit. 
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SYSTEM FOR SECURELY AND REMOVABLY 
ATTACHING A FOOD PROCESSING ADAPTER TO 

A FOOD PROCESSING AND J UICING UNIT 

RELATED APPLICATION 

[0001] This application is a continuation-in-part of US. 
application Ser. No. 09/833,872, ?led Apr. 12, 2001, Which 
claims priority from US. Provisional Application Serial No. 
60/196,380 ?led Apr. 12, 2000, and US. Provisional Appli 
cation Serial Nos. 60/274,184 and 60/274,183 both ?led 
Mar. 9, 2001. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention generally relates to kitchen 
and culinary devices. More particularly, the present inven 
tion relates to a manually operated multi-function food 
processing, preparation and juicing unit, and a system for 
securely and removably attaching a food processor adapter 
to such a unit. 

[0003] There exist many hand operated devices for juic 
ing, cutting fruit into segments, and cutting vegetables into 
a desired siZe and shape. HoWever, these devices often 
require a substantial amount of exertion and force to perform 
their intended function. The use of these devices can be quite 
taxing to the ordinary users of such devices. Another dis 
advantage of such devices is the need for a device for each 
operation. For example, there must be stored a juicer, a 
Wedger or segmenter, and perhaps several cutting imple 
ments for vegetables. 

[0004] There also exist various automated devices. 
Although these devices also include interchangeable com 
ponents, alloWing the user to perform more than one func 
tion With the device, they are rather large in siZe as Well as 
expensive, and don’t alWays perform all the intended tasks 
adequately, or do not perform certain functions at all. 

[0005] Another problem encountered With food process 
ing, preparation and juicing units has been that the remov 
able food processing adapters are not securely locked into 
position. This can cause one of the food processing adapters 
to rotate out of the mating position With the other adapter. 
Also, the adapters might move during the processing of the 
food, creating non-uniform preparation of the food, such as 
non-uniform vegetable slices or sticks. Another problem 
associated With the non-secure attachment of such adapters 
is that as the upper adapter is brought aWay from the loWer 
adapter, it is not uncommon for the loWer adapter to be 
removed from its position partially or even entirely. This 
requires the user to manually grasp the adapters and dislodge 
them from any remaining food that has been unprocessed 
and subsequently reposition the adapter. 

[0006] Accordingly, there is a need for a multi-functional 
unit Which is capable of food processing, preparation and 
juicing. Such a unit should be relatively easy to operate so 
as not to require undue exertion on behalf of the user. Such 
a unit should also be capable of being re-con?gurable so as 
to perform a variety of tasks. What is also needed is a system 
for securely and removably attaching food processor adapt 
ers to such units. The present invention ful?lls these needs 
and provides other related advantages. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0007] The present invention resides in a system for 
securely and removably attaching a food processing adapter 
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to a food processing and juicing unit. Such food processing 
units typically have a holder at a base thereof, and a pressure 
assembly capable of being brought toWards and aWay from 
the holder, oftentimes manually using a handle associated 
With the pressure assembly. 

[0008] The system includes an upper processing adapter 
removably attached to the pressure assembly. In a particu 
larly preferred embodiment, the pressure assembly includes 
a semi-peripheral groove on the loWer edge thereof into 
Which an upper peripheral edge of the upper processing 
adapter is con?gured to be inserted. Typically, a manually 
actuated lock is associated With the pressure assembly and 
con?gured to releaseably hold the upper processing adapter 
in place. The lock includes a vertically slidable stop having 
a platform extending into the pressure assembly, and a 
spring interposed betWeen the platform and the pressure 
assembly to bias the stop in a closed position. 

[0009] A loWer processing adapter having a surface con 
?guration Which cooperates With the upper processing 
adapter to form a predetermined food processing function is 
removably attached to the holder. A ?rst slot is formed in an 
upper portion of the holder, and a second slot is formed in 
the upper portion of the holder spaced from the ?rst slot so 
that the ?rst and second slots are generally opposite one 
another. The ?rst slot extends into the top portion of the 
holder at a generally horiZontal orientation. The second slot 
extends into the top portion of the holder at a generally 
vertical orientation. The loWer processing adapter has a ?rst 
tab that extends generally horiZontally from a loWer edge 
thereof and con?gured to be inserted into the ?rst slot. A 
second tab includes a leg extending generally vertical from 
the loWer edge of the loWer processing adapter, and a foot 
extending transverse to the leg at an end thereof so as to be 
inserted into the second slot. 

[0010] Alocking mechanism is associated With the second 
slot and con?gured to releaseably lock the second tab in 
place Within the second slot. The locking mechanism in a 
particularly preferred embodiment is pivotally connected to 
the holder and includes a button having a prong extending 
doWnWardly therefrom and biased over the foot of the 
second tab When the loWer processing adapter is attached to 
the holder. The prong prevents the second tab from being 
lifted from the holder until the button is actuated causing the 
prong to be removed from its bias position and permitting 
the second tab, and loWer processing adapter, to be lifted 
from the holder. The loWer processing adapter may include 
a handle for facilitating the insertion and removal thereof 
from the holder. Atab may also extend from the holder and 
be con?gured to be inserted into a notch formed in the loWer 
processing adapter to further secure the loWer processing 
adapter to the holder, and also to serve as a guide in the 
proper placement of the loWer processing adapter. 

[0011] The system of the present invention securely 
attaches the food processing adapters to the food processing 
and juicing unit, preventing the adapters from rotating or 
becoming dislodged from their proper placement during 
operation of the unit. The system is designed such that an 
untrained user of the food processing and juicing unit can 
safely and quickly remove and exchange food processing 
adapters as meets the need of the user. 

[0012] Other features and advantages of the present inven 
tion Will become apparent from the folloWing more detailed 
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description, taken in conjunction With the accompanying 
drawings Which illustrate, by Way of example, the principles 
of the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0013] The accompanying drawings illustrate the inven 
tion. In such draWings: 

[0014] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of an exemplary 
multi-functional food processing, preparation and juicing 
unit used in accordance With the present invention; 

[0015] FIG. 2 is a partially exploded perspective vieW of 
the multi-functional unit of FIG. 1; 

[0016] FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW of an exemplary upper 
processing adapter used in accordance With the present 
invention; 
[0017] FIG. 4 is another perspective vieW of the multi 
functional unit, illustrating a pressure assembly thereof 
moved into engagement With a holder thereof; 

[0018] FIG. 5 is a partially fragmented side elevational 
vieW, illustrating a gear of a rotatable crank assembly 
engaged With teeth of a rack of the pressure assembly 
positioned at an elevated position; 

[0019] FIG. 6 is a partially fragmented perspective vieW 
similar to FIG. 5, Wherein a handle of the rotatable crank 
assembly has been rotated to move the pressure assembly 
into contact With the holder; 

[0020] FIG. 7 is a partially fragmented and exploded 
perspective vieW of a system for securely and removably 
attaching the food processing adapters to the multi-func 
tional unit; 

[0021] FIG. 8 is a partially exploded side elevational vieW 
of the multi-functional unit, illustrating the insertion points 
of the upper and loWer food processing adapters; 

[0022] FIG. 9 is an enlarged perspective vieW of a locking 
mechanism used in accordance With the present invention to 
lock the loWer processing adapter in place; 

[0023] FIG. 10 is a fragmented sectional vieW of an upper 
portion of the holder, the locking mechanism, and the loWer 
processing adapter, illustrating the loWer processing adapter 
being inserted into place; 

[0024] FIG. 11 is a fragmented sectional vieW similar to 
FIG. 10, illustrating the loWer processing adapter locked 
into place on the holder; 

[0025] FIG. 12 is a side-sectional vieW of the pressure 
assembly of the multi-functional unit, illustrating a locking 
mechanism associated thereWith, and the insertion of an 
upper processing adapter; 

[0026] FIG. 13 is a side-sectional vieW similar to FIG. 12, 
illustrating the upper processing adapter locked into place on 
the pressure assembly. 

[0027] FIG. 14 is a side elevational vieW of the multi 
functional unit, illustrating actuation of a lever to 
releaseably lock the multi-functional unit onto a ?at surface. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0028] As shoWn in the draWings for purposes of illustra 
tion, the present invention resides in a system for securely 

May 9, 2002 

and removably attaching food processing adapters to a food 
processing and juicing unit. The system is particularly 
adapted for use in the multi-functional unit 10 illustrated in 
the accompanying draWings and described With particularity 
beloW. HoWever, the system could be incorporated into other 
similar food processing units. 

[0029] With reference to FIG. 1, the exemplary multi 
functional unit 10 includes a base 12 Which serves to 
stabiliZe the unit 10. A post 14 is ?xed to the base 12 and 
extends vertically upWard therefrom. The post 14 is holloW 
and typically comprised of metal or other durable material. 
Preferably, the post 14 includes a hand grip 16 attached to 
an end thereof opposite the base 12 Which can be grasped by 
a user of the multi-functional unit 10 during operation of the 
unit 10 and also serve to stabiliZe the multi-functional unit 
10 When in use. At least one slot 18 is formed through a 
surface of the post 14, Which purpose Will be further 
discussed herein. 

[0030] A rotatable crank assembly 20 is connected to the 
post 14. The crank assembly 20 includes a handle 22 
connected to a ?rst end of a crank arm 24. With reference to 
FIGS. 1 and 7, the second end of the crank arm 24 is 
insertable into a housing 26 Which surrounds a gear 28 of the 
crank arm assembly 20. A Wing nut 30 or the like holds the 
crank arm 24 in place so that it is operably engaged With the 
gear 28. The crank arm 24 can be disengaged from the gear 
28 and removed from the multi-functional unit 10 by loos 
ening Wing nut 30 and sliding the second end of the crank 
arm 24 from its engagement With the gear 28. Such disen 
gagement may be desirable When the multi-functional unit 
10 is to be stored in a compact space. 

[0031] With reference to FIGS. 5 and 6, the gear 28 has 
cogs 32 Which engage teeth 34 of a rack 36 residing Within 
the holloW post 14. The rack 36 is connected to a pressure 
assembly 38 through the one or more slots 18. Although the 
draWings illustrate a single slot 18 formed in a front face of 
the post 14, it should be understood that there may be other 
con?gurations, such as opposing slots formed in the sides of 
the post 14 Which could serve the same purpose. As the gear 
28 of the crank arm assembly 20 is rotated by rotating handle 
22 and crank arm 24, the rack 36 is moved upWardly or 
doWnWardly Within the post 14, causing the pressure assem 
bly 38 to similarly move along the length of the post 14. 
Crank assembly 20 is preferably ?xed in place on the post 
14. Typically, the pressure assembly 38 is connected to the 
rack 38 directly or by means of a bracket 40 or ears attached 
to or extending from the pressure assembly 38 at one end 
thereof for connection to the rack 36, particularly When the 
slots 18 are formed in opposing sides of the post 14. Thus, 
the pressure assembly 38 is capable of moving along the post 
14 throughout the length of the slot 18. 

[0032] Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, a holder 42 is immov 
ably attached or otherWise ?xed to an upper surface of the 
base 12. The holder 42 de?nes an aperture 44 through Which 
processed food, juice, etc. can pass through. The holder 42 
is con?gured such that a loWer processing adapter 46 can be 
placed over aperture 44. Typically, the loWer processing 
adapter 46 is releaseably attached to a top of the holder over 
the aperture 44 and held in place With a lock 48, as Will be 
described more fully herein. 

[0033] Similarly, the pressure assembly 38 is con?gured 
such that an upper processing adapter 50 is attached to a 
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bottom surface thereof. Typically, the upper processing 
adapter 50 is inserted into an adapter-accepting groove and 
cavity formed at the bottom surface of the pressure assembly 
38. The upper processing adapter 50 is held in place With 
lock 52, as Will be described more fully herein. In this 
manner, the upper processing adapter 50 is held securely in 
place until lock 52 is manually actuated to release the upper 
processing adapter 50. 

[0034] With reference to FIGS. 2 and 3, the upper pro 
cessing adapter 50 has a predetermined surface con?gura 
tion 54 Which is intended to facilitate the food processing or 
juicing function desired. As illustrated in FIG. 3, the upper 
processing adapter 50 includes multiple square projections 
56 rising from the upper processing adapter 50. The loWer 
processing adapter 46 includes a surface con?guration 58 
Which cooperates and mates With the upper processing 
adapter surface con?guration 54 to bring about the desired 
function. As illustrated in FIG. 2, the loWer processing 
adapter surface processing con?guration 58 comprises a grid 
of Wires or cutting blades 60 forming apertures Which 
substantially mate With the square projections 56 of the 
upper processing adapter 50. Thus, When a potato, vegetable 
or the like is placed on the loWer processing adapter 46, and 
the pressure assembly 38 brought toWards the holder 42 by 
rotating handle 22, the potato, vegetable, or the like is cut 
into french fry or shoe string-like pieces. The holder 42 is 
con?gured such that pressure assembly 38 can be brought 
toWards the holder 42 until upper processing adapter 50 
actually contacts or even passes through the loWer process 
ing adapter 46. 

[0035] It Will be appreciated by the reader that the surface 
processing con?gurations 54 and 58 can be varied such that 
the vegetable is cut into different shapes, a piece of fruit is 
cored and cut into Wedge-shaped segments, or citrus or the 
like is pressed to remove the juice therefrom. The multi 
functional unit 10 can accomplish all of these various food 
processing and juicing functions by replacing the upper and 
loWer processing adapters 50 and 46 to initiate the desired 
function. 

[0036] With the intended upper and loWer processing 
adapters 46 and 50 in place on the holder 42 and pressure 
assembly 38, respectively, the intended food processing 
function is performed by rotating handle 22, causing gear 28 
to rotate and move rack 36, and thus the upper processing 
adapter 50 positioned in the pressure assembly 38, doWn 
Wardly toWards the loWer processing adapter 46 positioned 
on holder 42, as illustrated in FIG. 4. The desired cutting, 
juicing, etc. is thus performed. 

[0037] With reference to FIGS. 1 and 2, the holder 42 is 
con?gured such With relation to the base 12 so as to form a 
cavity 62 therebetWeen. This cavity 62 is intended for 
capture and transfer of the processed food or juice Which has 
been forced through aperture 44. Preferably, the cavity 62 is 
dimensioned such that a container 64 can be placed there 
under to capture the processed food or juice. The container 
64 can be placed Within the cavity 62, or even be locked 
therein so as to prevent the container 64 from inadvertently 
moving out of position during operation of the multi 
functional unit 10. 

[0038] As described above, food processing adapters 46 
and 50 used in such manual food processing and multi 
function units 10 have had the tendency to disadvanta 
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geously move during the operation of the unit 10. Accord 
ingly, the multi-functional unit 10 includes a system for 
securely and removably attaching the food processing adapt 
ers 46 and 50 to their respective holder 42 and pressure 
assembly 38. 

[0039] With reference to FIGS. 7-11, an upper portion of 
the holder 42 includes a ?rst slot 66 extending generally 
horiZontally into the holder 42. A second slot 68 is posi 
tioned generally opposite the ?rst slot 66 and is directed into 
the holder 42 in a vertical orientation. The holder 42 also 
includes a tab 70 extending upWardly therefrom, typically 
adjacent to the ?rst slot 66, Whose purpose Will be more fully 
described herein. 

[0040] The loWer processing adapter 46 includes a ?rst tab 
72 extending generally horiZontally from a loWer edge 
thereof, and con?gured to be inserted into the ?rst slot 66. 
A second tab 74 extends doWnWardly from a loWer edge of 
the loWer processing adapter 46 in a generally vertical 
orientation. The second tab 74 is con?gured such so as to be 
introduced into the second slot 68. The second tab 74 
includes a leg portion 76 extending vertically, and a foot 78 
extending from the leg 76 at an orientation generally trans 
verse to the leg 76. 

[0041] A notch 80 is formed in the outer periphery of the 
loWer processing adapter 46 Which is siZed and con?gured 
such so as to receive the tab 70 extending upWardly from the 
holder 42. The tab 70 and notch 80 aid the user in aligning 
the loWer processing adapter 46 to its proper orientation, and 
also serves to more securely hold the loWer processing 
adapter 46 in place. 

[0042] With reference noW to FIGS. 9-11, the locking 
mechanism 48 includes a ?nger-actuated button 82 having at 
least one prong 84 extending doWnWardly therefrom and 
into the holder 42 adjacent to the second slot 68. The button 
and prongs 82 and 84 are pivotally positioned Within the 
holder 42 via side bars 86. A resiliently ?exible internal lip 
88 of the holder 42 biases the prongs 84 into the vertical, and 
closed, position. Upon pressing the button 82, the prongs 84 
are pivoted into contact With the lip 88 Which deforms 
slightly. Upon release of the pressure, the lip 88 pushes the 
prongs 84 back into their closed position. 

[0043] To secure the loWer processing adapter 46 to the 
holder 42, the user aligns the tab 70 and notch 80, inserts ?rst 
tab 72 into the ?rst slot 66, and pushes the second tab 74 into 
vertical slot 68. The loWer processing adapter 46 may 
include a handle 90 extending from a front edge thereof to 
assist in this process. The handle 90 also serves as a safety 
feature as oftentimes the Working surface 60 of the loWer 
processing unit 46 is comprised of sharp edges. The handle 
90 alloWs the user to obtain the loWer processing unit 46 
from storage, properly insert it into the holder 42, and 
remove it Without fear of coming into contact With the 
Working surface 60. HoWever, such handle 90 is not critical 
to the invention. As can be seen in FIG. 11, once the second 
tab 74 is inserted into slot 68, the leg 78 of the tab 74 is 
positioned under the prongs 84 of the locking mechanism 
48. Thus, the loWer processing adapter 46 cannot be 
removed from the holder 42 Without actuating the locking 
mechanism 48, as described above, in order to move the 
prongs 84 aWay from the foot 78 so that the second tab 74 
can be removed from the slot 68. Due to the tWo points of 
attachment, as Well as both the horiZontal and vertical 
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orientations of the tabs 72 and 74 and slots 66 and 68, the 
loWer processing adapter 46 cannot be lifted from the holder 
42 unintentionally, nor Will it rotate out of position. 

[0044] With reference noW to FIGS. 7 and 12-13, an outer 
peripheral edge 92 of the upper processing adapter 50 is 
con?gured to be received Within a semi-peripheral groove 
94 formed at the bottom surface of the pressure assembly 38. 
As illustrated in FIG. 7, an upper surface of the upper 
processing adapter 50 may include tracks 96 Which mate 
With corresponding tracks or grooves on the loWer surface of 
the pressure assembly 38 to further assist the user in guiding 
the upper processing adapter 50 in place, as Well as holding 
the upper processing adapter 50 in its proper orientation and 
position. 

[0045] A locking mechanism 52 further holds the upper 
processing adapter 50 in place Within the pressure assembly 
38. The locking assembly 52 includes a manually actuated 
vertically slidable stop 98 having a platform 100 extending 
into the pressure assembly 38, and a spring 102 interposed 
betWeen the platform 100 and the pressure assembly 38 to 
bias the stop 98 in a closed position. Thus, to insert the upper 
processing adapter 50 in place, the stop 98 is pressed 
upWardly, compressing the spring 102, as the upper process 
ing adapter peripheral edges 92 are slid into the assemblies 
grooves 94. Upon releasing the stop 98, the spring 102 
biases the platform 100 doWnWardly, moving the stop 98 in 
front of a leading edge of the upper processing adapter 50 to 
hold it in place. With such an arrangement, the upper 
processing adapter 50 cannot rotate, nor move from its 
position Within the grooves 94 Within the pressure assembly 
38 until it is intentionally removed therefrom. 

[0046] With reference noW to FIG. 14, the multi-func 
tional unit 10 may include a locking mechanism 104 for 
selectively locking the unit 10 onto a ?at surface. As 
illustrated in FIG. 14, this locking mechanism 104 prefer 
ably comprises a vacuum lock mechanism 104 associated 
With the base 12. The vacuum lock mechanism 104 includes 
a lever 106 attached to a generally circular membrane 108 
attached at its periphery to a bottom surface of the base 12. 
The lever 106 extends out an aperture 110 of the base 12 and 
is pivotable betWeen a released state Wherein the membrane 
108 is in a relaxed and generally ?at con?guration, and a 
locked state Wherein the lever 106 upon pivoting moves the 
membrane 108 upWard into a generally convex con?gura 
tion, creating a vacuum seal betWeen the base 12 and ?at 
surface underlying the base 12 so that the base 12 is 
suctioned securely onto the ?at surface. Such a locking 
mechanism 104 is advantageous in that the multi-functional 
unit 10 can be placed upon a table, countertop, etc. having 
a ?at and smooth surface and locked in place thereon by 
pivoting lever 106. 

[0047] With the multi-functional unit 10 immobile, food is 
more easily processed, juice extracted, etc. Without fear that 
the multi-functional unit 10 Will topple or otherWise become 
unstable during the manual rotation of the handle 22. This 
also frees the hands of the user so that one hand can hold 
onto the fruit or vegetable positioned betWeen the pressure 
assembly 38 and holder 42 until the handle 22 is rotated such 
that the pressure assembly 38 applies suf?cient pressure to 
the vegetable or fruit that it no longer needs to be held in 
place. The user can then grasp hand grip 16 While continuing 
to rotate handle 22 to complete the desired food processing 
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function. Such a vacuum lock mechanism 104 is preferred 
over other locking mechanisms, although such can be incor 
porated into the invention, as it does not require the proper 
positioning on a ledge, adjustment of parts, etc. that such 
locking mechanisms require. HoWever, the unit can be 
designed such that the locking mechanism 104 can be 
removed, so that processed food can fall directly through the 
holder 42 and onto the counter or cutting board or other 
Working surface. 

[0048] Although several embodiments have been 
described in detail for purposes of illustration, various 
modi?cations may be made to each Without departing from 
the scope and spirit of the invention. Accordingly, the 
invention is not to be limited, except as by the appended 
claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A system for securely and removably attaching a food 

processing adapter to a food processing and juicing unit 
having a holder at a base thereof, and a pressure assembly 
capable of being brought toWards and aWay from the holder, 
the attachment system comprising: 

an upper processing adapter removably attached to the 
pressure assembly; 

a ?rst slot formed in an upper portion of the holder; 

a second slot formed in the upper portion of the holder and 
spaced from the ?rst slot; 

a loWer processing adapter having a surface con?guration 
Which cooperates With the upper processing adapter to 
perform a predetermined food processing function, the 
loWer processing adapter having a ?rst tab extending 
therefrom and con?gured to be inserted into the ?rst 
slot, and a second tab extending from the loWer pro 
cessing adapter and con?gured to be inserted into the 
second slot, Whereby the loWer processing adapter is 
securely and removably attached to the holder of the 
food processing unit. 

2. The attachment system of claim 1, Wherein the ?rst slot 
extends into the top portion of the holder at a generally 
horiZontal orientation, and the second slot extends into the 
top portion of the holder at a generally vertical orientation. 

3. The attachment system of claim 1, Wherein the ?rst and 
second slots are generally opposite one another in the top 
portion of the holder. 

4. The attachment system of claim 2, Wherein the ?rst tab 
extends generally horiZontally from a loWer edge of the 
loWer processing adapter, and the second tab includes a leg 
extending generally vertical from the loWer edge of the 
loWer processing adapter and a foot extending transverse to 
the leg at an end thereof opposite the loWer edge of the loWer 
processing adapter. 

5. The attachment system of claim 1, including a locking 
mechanism associated With the second slot and con?gured to 
releasably lock the second tab in place Within the second 
slot. 

6. The attachment system of claim 5, Wherein the locking 
mechanism is pivotally connected to the holder and includes 
a button having a prong extending doWnWardly therefrom 
and biased over the foot of the second tab When the loWer 
processing adapter is attached to the holder so as to prevent 
the second tab from being lifted from the holder in its biased 
position until the button is actuated causing the prong to be 
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removed from its biased position and permitting the second 
tab, and lower processing adapter, to be lifted from the 
holder. 

7. The attachment system of claim 1, Wherein an upper 
peripheral edge of the upper processing adapter is con?g 
ured to be inserted into a semi-peripheral groove on a loWer 
edge of the pressure assembly. 

8. The attachment system of claim 7, including a manually 
actuated lock associated With the pressure assembly and 
con?gured to releasably hold the upper processing adapter in 
place. 

9. The attachment system of claim 8, Wherein the lock 
includes a vertically slidable stop having a platform extend 
ing into the pressure assembly and a spring interposed 
betWeen the platform and the pressure assembly to bias the 
stop in a closed position. 

10. The attachment system of claim 1, Wherein the loWer 
processing adapter includes a handle extending therefrom. 

11. The attachment system of claim 1, including a tab 
extending from the holder and con?gured to be inserted into 
a notch formed in the loWer processing adapter. 

12. Asystem for securely and removably attaching a food 
processing adapter to a food processing and juicing unit 
having a holder at a base thereof, and a pressure assembly 
capable of being brought toWards and aWay from the holder, 
the attachment system comprising: 

an upper processing adapter removably attached to the 
pressure assembly; 

a ?rst slot extending into an upper portion of the holder in 
a generally horiZontal orientation; 

a second slot extending into the upper portion of the 
holder in a generally vertical orientation, and spaced 
from the ?rst slot so as to be generally opposite the ?rst 
slot; 

a loWer processing adapter having a surface con?guration 
Which cooperates With the upper processing adapter to 
perform a predetermined food processing function, the 
loWer processing adapter having a ?rst tab extending 
generally horiZontally from a loWer edge thereof and 
con?gured to be inserted into the ?rst slot, and a second 
tab con?gured to be inserted into the second slot, the 
second tab having a leg extending generally vertically 
from the loWer edge of the loWer processing adapter 
and a foot extending transverse to the leg at an end 
opposite the loWer edge, Whereby the loWer processing 
adapter is securely and removably attached to the 
holder of the food processing unit. 

13. The attachment system of claim 12, including a 
locking mechanism associated With the second slot and 
con?gured to releaseably lock the second tab in place Within 
the second slot. 

14. The attachment system of claim 13, Wherein the 
locking mechanism is pivotally connected to the holder and 
includes a button having a prong extending doWnWardly 
therefrom and biased over the foot of the second tab When 
the loWer processing adapter is attached to the holder so as 
to prevent the second tab from being lifted from the holder 
in its biased position until the button is actuated causing the 
prong to be removed from its biased position and permitting 
the second tab, and loWer processing adapter, to be lifted 
from the holder. 
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15. The attachment system of claim 12, Wherein an upper 
peripheral edge of the upper processing adapter is con?g 
ured to be inserted into a semi-peripheral groove on a loWer 
edge of the pressure assembly. 

16. The attachment system of claim 15, including a 
manually actuated lock associated With the pressure assem 
bly and con?gured to releaseably hold the upper processing 
adapter in place. 

17. The attachment system of claim 16, Wherein the lock 
includes a vertically slidable stop having a platform extend 
ing into the pressure assembly and a spring interposed 
betWeen the platform and the pressure assembly to bias the 
stop in a closed position. 

18. The attachment system of claim 12, including a handle 
extending from the loWer processing adapter. 

19. The attachment system of claim 12, including a tab 
extending from the holder and con?gured to be inserted into 
a notch formed in the loWer processing adapter. 

20. Asystem for securely and removably attaching a food 
processing adapter to a food processing and juicing unit 
having a holder at a base thereof, and a pressure assembly 
capable of being brought toWards and aWay from the holder, 
the attachment system comprising: 

an upper processing adapter having a peripheral edge 
con?gured to be inserted into a semi-peripheral groove 
on a loWer edge of the pressure assembly; 

a ?rst slot extending into an upper portion of the holder in 
a generally horiZontal orientation; 

a second slot extending into the upper portion of the 
holder in a generally vertical orientation, and spaced 
from the ?rst slot so as to be generally opposite the ?rst 

slot; 

a loWer processing adapter having a surface con?guration 
Which cooperates With the upper processing adapter to 
perform a predetermined food processing function, the 
loWer processing adapter having a ?rst tab extending 
generally horiZontally from a loWer edge thereof and 
con?gured to be inserted into the ?rst slot, and a second 
tab con?gured to be inserted into the second slot, the 
second tab having a leg extending generally vertically 
from the loWer edge of the loWer processing adapter 
and a foot extending transverse to the leg at an end 
opposite the loWer edge, Whereby the loWer processing 
adapter is securely and removably attached to the 
holder of the food processing unit; and 

a locking mechanism associated With the second slot and 
con?gured to releaseably lock the second tab in place 
Within the second slot. 

21. The attachment system of claim 20, Wherein the 
second tab locking mechanism is pivotally connected to the 
holder and includes a button having a prong extending 
doWnWardly therefrom and biased over the foot of the 
second tab When the loWer processing adapter is attached to 
the holder so as to prevent the second tab from being lifted 
from the holder in its biased position until the button is 
actuated causing the prong to be removed from its biased 
position and permitting the second tab, and loWer processing 
adapter, to be lifted from the holder. 
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22. The attachment system of claim 20, including a 
manually actuated lock associated With the pressure assem 

bly and con?gured to releaseably hold the upper processing 
adapter in place. 

23. The attachment system of claim 20, Wherein the upper 
adapter lock includes a vertically slidable stop having a 
platform extending into the pressure assembly and a spring 
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interposed betWeen the platform and the pressure assembly 
to bias the stop in a closed position. 

24. The attachment system of claim 20, including a handle 
extending from the loWer processing adapter. 

25. The attachment system of claim 20, including a tab 
extending from the holder and con?gured to be inserted into 
a notch formed in the loWer processing adapter. 

* * * * * 


