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(57) ABSTRACT 

Asemiconductor memory device comprising an architecture 
for minimizing the lengths of the I/O (input/output) data 
paths and the difference in length betWeen the data paths. In 
one aspect, a semiconductor memory device comprises ?rst 
and second pad groups, ?rst, second, third and fourth banks 
and ?rst and second circuits. The ?rst pad group comprises 
a portion of the total number of pads and is located in 
proximity to the center of the chip, and the second pad group 
comprises the remaining pads. The ?rst, second, third and 
fourth banks include ?rst and second, third and fourth, ?fth 
and sixth and seventh and eighth blocks having memory 
cells, respectively, and further include ?rst and second, third 
and fourth, ?fth and sixth and seventh and eighth I/O units 
for inputting and outputting the data in the ?rst through 
fourth blocks, respectively. The ?rst circuit is connected 
betWeen the ?rst pad group and the odd-numbered I/O units 
of the banks, and performs multiplexing. The second circuit 
is connected betWeen the second pad group and the even 
numbered I/O units of the banks, and performs multiplexing. 
The banks and circuits are disposed on the semiconductor 
device such that the data buses connecting the corresponding 
banks and circuits are substantially the same length and 
Width. Each of the ?rst and second circuits can be replaced 
With a plurality of I/ O sense ampli?ers, and the I/ O units can 
be replaced with U0 multiplexers. 
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SEMICONDUCTOR MEMORY ARCHITECTURE 
FOR MINIMIZING INPUT/OUTPUT DATA PATHS 

BACKGROUND 

[0001] 1. Technical Field 

[0002] The present invention relates generally to high 
speed memory devices and, in particular, to semiconductor 
memory architectures that minimiZe I/O (input/output) data 
paths and differences betWeen the I/O data paths. 

[0003] 2. Description of the Related Art 

[0004] In general, a synchronous dynamic random access 
memory (SDRAM) receives and outputs data in synchroni 
Zation With a strobe signal and a system clock signal. A 
SDRAM typically comprises at least tWo banks and a 
plurality of peripheral circuits for the memory cells that are 
installed in symmetry to each other With respect to all banks. 

[0005] FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating a pin con?guration 
of a conventional SDRAM chip. Further, FIG. 2 is a block 
diagram illustrating an architecture of the SDRAM having 
the pin con?guration shoWn in FIG. 1. The pin layout of 
FIG. 1, Which is de?ned by the JEDEC (Joint Electron 
Device Engineering Council) standard, illustrates the pin 
layout for pins corresponding to addresses A0 through A11, 
commands such as CAS (column address strobe), RAS (roW 
address strobe), and data pins DQO through DQ15. 

[0006] In FIG. 2, the SDRAM architecture comprises four 
banks Athrough D, Which are located adjacent to each other, 
and a DB/MUX 1, Which serves as both a data buffer and a 
multiplexer, located betWeen banksAand B and banks C and 
D. The DB/MUX 1 operatively connects the four banks A, 
B, C, D to each other and operatively connects data paths 
DQO through DQ15 to each other. 

[0007] Each of the four banks A, B, C and D comprise a 
pair of blocks A1-A2, B1-B2, C1-C2 and D1-D2. Each of 
the blocks comprises a number of I/O sense ampli?ers 
(IOSAs) that is equal to the number of output data. As is 
knoWn in the art, the sense ampli?ers are used for sensing 
and amplifying the state of data. 

[0008] In the four banks A, B, C, D, the odd-numbered 
blocks A1, B1, C1, D1 each comprise a plurality of cells 
representing 8-bit data of DQO through DQ7 among 16-bit 
data of DQO through DQ15. Further, the even-numbered 
blocks A2, B2, C2, D2 each comprise a plurality of cells 
representing 8-bit data of DOS through DQ15 among the 
16-bit data of DQO through DQ15. 

[0009] Aplurality of pads DQO through DQ15 connected 
to the DB/MUX 1 comprise tWo groups of pads—a ?rst 
group Which inputs/outputs a total of 8 bits DQ4 through 
DQ11, and a second group Which inputs/outputs a total of 8 
bits DQO through DOS and DQ12 through DQ15. 

[0010] During operation of the SDRAM (of FIGS. 1 and 
2), signals from the address pads and command pads that are 
located on one side of the chip must be propagated to 
corresponding memory cells after passing through the center 
of a chip, and the data output from the memory cells must 
be propagated to the data paths located at the other side of 
the chip. As SDRAM chips are enlarged, the overall perfor 
mance of a circuit depends not only on the siZe and perfor 
mance of a single transistor, but also on the time for 
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propagating signals along the Wiring of the circuit. Thus, a 
circuit comprising long data transmission paths can degrade 
the overall performance of an SDRAM. For instance, as 
shoWn in FIG. 2, along data path (indicated by bold arroWs) 
can signi?cantly prolong the time for propagating a speci?c 
signal. Further, the difference betWeen the long data path and 
a short data path (indicated by a dotted arroW) can be 
signi?cant. 
[0011] Accordingly, a semiconductor architecture that 
provides a reduction in the length of the data paths in a 
SDRAM is highly desirable. Although this reduction may be 
accomplished by changing the pin con?guration of a 
memory integrated circuit, this is not preferable since modi 
?cations to the pin con?guration of standard memory inte 
grated circuits Would render such chips incompatible With 
existing systems. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0012] The present invention is directed to semiconductor 
memory devices having an architecture that minimiZe the 
I/O data paths and the differences betWeen such data paths. 
In one aspect of the present invention, a semiconductor 
memory device comprises: 

[0013] a plurality of pad groups each comprising a 
plurality of data I/O (input/output) pads; 

[0014] a plurality of banks, Wherein each bank com 
prises a plurality of blocks of memory cells and a 
plurality of I/O units for sensing and amplifying the 
state of data output from the memory cells; and 

[0015] a plurality of circuits connected betWeen the 
plurality of banks and the plurality of pad groups for 
performing multiplexing. 

[0016] In another aspect, the pad groups comprise a ?rst 
pad group and a second pad group. The ?rst pad group is 
preferably located in proximity to the center of the semi 
conductor device, and comprises a ?rst portion of a total 
number of data I/O pads. The second pad group comprises 
a second portion of the total number of data I/O pads. 
Preferably, the ?rst and second pad groups comprise an 
equal number of pads. 

[0017] In yet another aspect, the plurality of banks com 
prise a ?rst, second, third and fourth bank. The ?rst bank 
comprises a ?rst block of memory cells, a second block of 
memory cells, a ?rst I/ O unit comprising a plurality of sense 
ampli?ers, and a second I/O unit comprising a plurality of 
sense ampli?ers. The second bank comprises a third block of 
memory cells, a fourth block of memory cells, a third I/O 
unit comprising a plurality of sense ampli?ers and a fourth 
I/O unit comprising a plurality of sense ampli?ers. The 
second bank is preferably located adjacent to the ?rst bank 
on the semiconductor memory device. The third bank com 
prises a ?fth block of memory cells, a sixth block of memory 
cells, a ?fth I/O unit comprising a plurality of sense ampli 
?ers, and a sixth I/O unit comprising a plurality of sense 
ampli?ers. The third bank is preferably located opposite to 
the ?rst bank on the semiconductor memory device. The 
fourth bank comprises a seventh block of memory cells, an 
eighth block of memory cells, a seventh I/ O unit comprising 
a plurality of sense ampli?ers and an eighth I/O unit com 
prising a plurality of sense ampli?ers. The fourth bank is 
preferably located opposite to the second bank on the 
semiconductor memory device. 
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[0018] In another aspect, the circuits comprise a ?rst and 
second circuit. The ?rst circuit comprises a plurality of 
multiplexers, and is operatively connected to the ?rst pad 
group and to the ?rst, third, ?fth and seventh I/O units, 
respectively, via a ?rst data bus, a third data bus, a ?fth data 
bus and a seventh data bus. The second circuit comprises a 
plurality of multiplexers, and is operatively connected to the 
second pad group and to the second, fourth, sixth and eighth 
I/O units, respectively, via a second data bus, a fourth data 
bus, a sixth data bus and an eighth data bus. 

[0019] Preferably, the banks and circuits are disposed on 
the semiconductor device such that all of the data paths 
betWeen the banks and the circuits are substantially the same 
length. Further, the data paths are preferably substantially 
the same Width. Further, the data buses connecting the pad 
groups and circuits are preferably substantially the same 
length and Width. 

[0020] In another aspect of the invention, each of the I/O 
units comprise a plurality of multiplexers and each of the 
circuits comprise a plurality of sense ampli?ers. 

[0021] These and other aspects, features, and advantages 
of the present invention Will become apparent from the 
folloWing detailed description of the preferred embodi 
ments, Which is to be read in connection With the accom 
panying draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0022] FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating a pin con?guration 
of a standard synchronous dynamic random access memory 
(SDRAM); 
[0023] FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a conven 
tional architecture of the SDRAM having the pin con?gu 
ration shoWn in FIG. 1.; 

[0024] FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an SDRAM archi 
tecture according to a ?rst embodiment of the present 
invention; and 

[0025] FIG. 4 is a block diagram of an SDRAM archi 
tecture according to a second embodiment of the present 
invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0026] FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an SDRAM archi 
tecture according to an embodiment of the present invention 
for minimiZing the I/O data paths While maintaining the 
JEDEC standard pin con?guration shoWn in FIG. 1. The 
SDRAM comprises a ?rst pad group 11, a second pad group 
12, a ?rst bank 100, a second bank 200, a third bank 300, a 
fourth bank 400, a ?rst (MUX) circuit 13 and a second 
(MUX) circuit 14. The ?rst pad group 11, Which is located 
in proximity to the center of the chip, comprises a portion of 
a total number of I/O data pads. The second pad group 12 
comprises the remaining I/O data pads. 

[0027] The ?rst bank 100 comprises a ?rst block 101 of 
memory cells, a ?rst I/O unit 61 having a plurality of I/O 
sense ampli?ers (IOSA) for sensing and amplifying the data 
in the ?rst block 101, a second block 102 of memory cells, 
and a second I/O unit 62 having a plurality of I/O sense 
ampli?ers IOSA for sensing and amplifying the data in the 
second block 102. 
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[0028] The second bank 200 comprises a third block 201 
of memory cells, a third I/ O unit 63 having a plurality of I/O 
sense ampli?ers IOSA for sensing and amplifying the data in 
the third block 201, a fourth block 202 of memory cells, and 
a fourth I/ O unit 64 having a plurality of I/O sense ampli?ers 
IOSA for sensing and amplifying the data in the fourth block 
202. The second bank 200 is adjacent to the ?rst bank 100. 

[0029] The third bank 300 comprises a ?fth block 301 of 
memory cells, a ?fth I/O unit 65 having a plurality of I/O 
sense ampli?ers IOSA for sensing and amplifying the data in 
the ?fth block 301, a sixth block 302 of memory cells, and 
a sixth I/O unit 66 having a plurality of I/O sense ampli?ers 
IOSA for sensing and amplifying the data in the sixth block 
302. The third bank 300 is opposite to the ?rst bank 100. 

[0030] The fourth bank 400 comprises a seventh block 401 
of memory cells, a seventh I/O unit 67 having a plurality of 
I/O sense ampli?ers IOSA for sensing and amplifying the 
data in the seventh block 401, an eighth block 402 of 
memory cells, and an eighth I/O unit 68 having a plurality 
of I/O sense ampli?ers IOSA for sensing and amplifying the 
data in the eighth block 402. The fourth bank 400 is opposite 
to the second bank 200. 

[0031] The ?rst circuit 13 is operatively connected to the 
?rst, third, ?fth and seventh I/O units 61, 63, 65 and 67 (the 
odd-numbered I/O units) via a ?rst data bus 51, a third data 
bus 53, a ?fth data bus 55 and a seventh data bus 57, 
respectively. The ?rst circuit 13 is also operatively con 
nected to the ?rst pad group 11. The ?rst circuit 13 multi 
plexes data that is input and output betWeen banks 100 
through 400 and the pads of the ?rst pad group 11. 

[0032] The second circuit 14 is operatively connected to 
the second, fourth, sixth and eighth I/O units 62, 64, 66 and 
68 (the even-numbered I/O units) via a second data bus 52, 
a fourth data bus 54, a sixth data bus 56 and an eight data 
bus 58, respectively. The second circuit 14 is also opera 
tively connected to the second pad group 12. The second 
circuit 14 multiplexes the data that is input and output 
betWeen the banks 100 through 400 and the pads of the 
second pad group 12. 

[0033] FIG. 4 is a block diagram of an SDRAM archi 
tecture according to another embodiment of the present 
invention for minimiZing the I/O data paths While maintain 
ing the JEDEC standard pin con?guration shoWn in FIG. 1. 
A semiconductor memory device according this embodi 
ment is similar to the above embodiment of FIG. 3 except 
that the ?rst and second circuits 13 and 14 comprise I/O 
sense ampli?ers (rather than multiplexers as in FIG. 3). The 
number of I/O sense ampli?ers in the ?rst and second 
circuits 13, 14, preferably corresponds to the number of 
input/output data paths to the respective data banks. Another 
difference is that the I/O units 61-68 each comprise a 
plurality of I/O multiplexers IOMUX (rather that I/O sense 
ampli?ers IOSAs as in FIG. 3), Which are operatively 
connected betWeen corresponding one of the blocks 101, 
102, 201, 202, 301, 302, 401 and 402 and the ?rst and 
second circuits 13 and 14. 

[0034] The U0 sense ampli?ers IOSAs comprising the 
?rst and second circuits 13 and 14 sense and amplify data 
input and output betWeen the I/O units 61-68 and the 
corresponding pad groups 11, 12. The U0 multiplexers 
IOMUX comprising the I/O units 61-68 transmit data 
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received from corresponding pad groups 11,12 via the 
corresponding circuits 13,14 to corresponding memory 
cells, as Well as transmit data in memory cells of corre 
sponding blocks 101-402 to the corresponding ?rst and 
second circuits 13, 14. 

[0035] For each of the above-described embodiments, the 
?rst block 101 and the second block 102 of the ?rst bank 100 
preferably input and output an equal number of data. Like 
Wise, the third and fourth blocks 201, 202 of the second bank 
200, the ?fth and sixth blocks 301, 302 of the third bank 300 
and the seventh and eighth blocks 401, 402 of the fourth 
bank 400, preferably input and output an equal number of 
data. For example, if each of the odd-numbered blocks 101, 
201, 301, 401 input/output data in 8 bits, then each of the 
even-numbered blocks 102, 202, 302, 402 preferably input/ 
output data in 8 bits. 

[0036] Further, the Weights of the data bits of the odd 
numbered blocks 101, 201, 301 and 401 are preferably the 
same, and the Weights of the data bits of the even-numbered 
blocks 102, 202, 302 and 402 are preferably the same. For 
example, assuming that the architecture supports a total of 
16 bits D0 through D15, if each of the odd-numbered blocks 
101, 201, 301 and 401 comprise a total of 8 data bits D4 
through D11, each of the even-numbered blocks 102, 202, 
302 and 402 comprise a total of 8 data bits D0 through D3 
and D12 through D15. 

[0037] Moreover, the odd-numbered blocks 101, 201, 301 
and 401 are located, tWo-dimensionally, at the same position 
on the banks 100 through 400, and likeWise for the even 
numbered blocks 102, 202, 302 and 402. For example, as 
illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4, each of the odd-numbered 
blocks 101, 201, 301 and 401 are located on the left of the 
banks 100 through 400, and each of the even-numbered 
blocks 102, 202, 302 and 402 are located on the right of the 
banks 100 through 400. 

[0038] Data is input to or output from the banks 100, 200, 
300 and 400 via the corresponding I/O units 61-68. In the 
embodiment shoWn in FIG. 3, each of the I/O units 61-68 
have an equal number of I/O sense ampli?ers IOSAs and I/O 
data. In the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 4, each of the I/O 
units 61-68 have an equal number of I/O multiplexers 
IOMUX and I/O data. 

[0039] Preferably, in the above-described embodiments, 
the ?rst circuit 13 is disposed such that the odd-numbered 
data buses 51, 53, 55 and 57 have substantially the same data 
propagation length. In addition, the second circuit 14 is 
preferably disposed such that the even-numbered data buses 
52, 54, 56 and 58 have substantially the same data propa 
gation length. Furthermore, the ?rst and second circuits 13 
and 14 are disposed such that all the data busses 51-58 have 
substantially the same data propagation length. 

[0040] The ?rst circuit 13 is connected to the ?rst pad 
group 11 by a number of metal lines equal to the number of 
pads comprising the ?rst pad group 11. The second circuit 14 
is connected to the second pad group 12 by a number of 
metal lines equal to the number of pads comprising the 
second pad group 12. For example, if the number of pads is 
8, the number of metal lines is 8. Preferably, the data 
propagation length of all the metal lines are substantially the 
same. 

[0041] Each of the data buses 51-58 comprise a number of 
bus lines equal to the number of I/ O sense ampli?ers IOSAs. 
For example, if the number of I/O sense ampli?ers IOSAs is 
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8, the ?rst data bus 51 has 8 bus lines. Preferably, When a 
semiconductor memory device according to the present 
invention is formed on a Wafer, the data buses 51-58 have 
substantially the same length and Width. 

[0042] In the embodiment of FIG. 3, When data is read 
from the semiconductor memory device, the data stored in 
the memory cells (that are addressed by an address signal) 
passes through the I/O sense ampli?ers IOSAs and the data 
buses 51-58. The data stored in the odd-numbered blocks 
101, 201, 301 and 401 passes through the ?rst circuit 13 and 
then is transmitted to the pads comprising the ?rst pad group 
11. The data stored in the even-numbered blocks 102, 202, 
302 and 402 passes through the second circuit 14 and is then 
transmitted to the pads comprising the second pad group 12. 

[0043] In the embodiment of FIG. 4, When data is read 
from the semiconductor memory device, the data stored in 
the memory cells (that are addressed by an address signal) 
passes through the I/O multiplexers IOMUXes and the data 
buses 51-58. The data stored in the odd-numbered blocks 
101, 201, 301 and 401 passes through the ?rst circuit 13 and 
is then transmitted to the pads comprising the ?rst pad group 
11. The data stored in the even-numbered blocks 102, 202, 
302 and 402 passes through the second circuit 14 and is then 
transmitted to the pads comprising the second pad group 12. 

[0044] In the embodiment of FIG. 3, When data is Written 
to the semiconductor memory device, the data that is input 
to the pads of the ?rst and second pad groups 11 and 12 is 
transmitted to the ?rst and second circuits 13 and 14, 
respectively. Next, the data passes through the data buses 
51-58 and the I/O sense ampli?ers IOSAs, and then is 
Written to the memory cells of the blocks 101, 102, 201, 202, 
301, 302, 401 and 402 in response to an address signal. 

[0045] In the embodiment of FIG. 4, When data is Written 
to the semiconductor memory device, the data that is input 
to the pads of the ?rst and second pad groups 11 and 12 is 
transmitted to the ?rst and second circuits 13 and 14, 
respectively. Next, the data passes through the data buses 
51-58 and the I/O multiplexers IOMUXes, and then is 
Written to the memory cells of the blocks 101, 102, 201, 202, 
301, 302, 401 and 402 in response to an address signal. 

[0046] In the embodiment of FIG. 3, it is to be appreciated 
that the lengths of the propagation paths betWeen the ?rst 
circuit 13 and each of the odd-numbered I/O units 61, 63, 65 
and 67 of the odd-numbered blocks 101, 201, 301 and 401 
are substantially the same. Further, it is apparent that the 
difference betWeen the length of the longest propagation 
path and that of the shortest propagation path is signi?cantly 
reduced as compared With the longest and shortest paths in 
the conventional semiconductor memory device of FIG. 2. 
Moreover, the lengths of the propagation paths betWeen the 
second circuit 14 and each of the even-numbered I/O units 
62, 64, 66 and 68 of the even-numbered blocks 102, 202, 
302 and 402 are substantially the same. In addition, the 
difference betWeen the length of the longest propagation 
path and that of the shortest propagation path is signi?cantly 
reduced as in the case of the ?rst circuit 13 and the 
odd-numbered blocks 101, 201, 301 and 401. 

[0047] Advantageously, a semiconductor memory device 
comprising an architecture as described herein minimiZes 
the lengths of the I/O data paths as Well as any difference in 
length betWeen the data paths. 
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[0048] Although the invention has been described With 
reference to particular embodiments, it Will be apparent to 
one of ordinary skill in the art that modi?cations to the 
described embodiments may be made Without departing 
from the spirit and scope of the invention. For example, the 
described embodiments refer to four banks, but the number 
of banks can be more than 4. Also, in the described embodi 
ments, it is assumed that each bank includes tWo blocks, but 
the number of blocks included in each bank can be more 
than 2. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A semiconductor memory device, comprising: 

a plurality of pad groups each comprising a plurality of 
data I/O (input/output) pads; 

a plurality of banks, Wherein each bank comprises a 
plurality of blocks of memory cells and a plurality of 
I/O units for sensing and amplifying the state of data 
output from the memory cells; and 

a plurality of circuits connected betWeen the plurality of 
banks and the plurality of pad groups for performing 
multiplexing. 

2. The semiconductor memory device of claim 1, further 
comprising a plurality of data paths, operatively connecting 
the circuits to the banks, Wherein the banks and circuits are 
located on the semiconductor device such that each of the 
data paths are substantially the same length. 

3. The semiconductor memory device of claim 1, Wherein 
the plurality of pad groups comprise: 

a ?rst pad group, located in proximity to the center of the 
semiconductor device, comprising a ?rst portion of a 
total number of data I/O pads; and 

a second pad group comprising a second portion of the 
total number of data I/O pads. 

4. The semiconductor memory device of claim 3, Wherein 
the ?rst and second pad groups comprise an equal number of 
pads. 

5. The semiconductor of claim 3, Wherein the plurality of 
banks comprise: 

a ?rst bank comprising a ?rst block of memory cells, a 
second block of memory cells, a ?rst I/O unit compris 
ing a plurality of sense ampli?ers, and a second I/O unit 
comprising a plurality of sense ampli?ers; 

a second bank comprising a third block of memory cells, 
a fourth block of memory cells, a third I/O unit com 
prising a plurality of sense ampli?ers and a fourth I/O 
unit comprising a plurality of sense ampli?ers, Wherein 
the second bank is located adjacent to the ?rst bank on 
the semiconductor memory device; 

a third bank comprising a ?fth block of memory cells, a 
sixth block of memory cells, a ?fth I/O unit comprising 
a plurality of sense ampli?ers, and a sixth I/O unit 
comprising a plurality of sense ampli?ers, Wherein the 
third bank is located opposite to the ?rst bank on the 
semiconductor memory device; and 

a fourth bank comprising a seventh block of memory 
cells, an eighth block of memory cells, a seventh I/O 
unit comprising a plurality of sense ampli?ers and an 
eighth I/O unit comprising a plurality of sense ampli 
?ers, Wherein the fourth bank is located opposite to the 
second bank on the semiconductor memory device. 
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6. The semiconductor memory device of claim 5, Wherein 
the plurality of circuits comprise: 

a ?rst circuit comprising a plurality of multiplexers, 
Wherein the ?rst circuit is operatively connected to the 
?rst pad group and operatively connected to the ?rst, 
third, ?fth and seventh I/ O units, respectively, via a ?rst 
data bus, a third data bus, a ?fth data bus and a seventh 
data bus; and 

a second circuit comprising a plurality of multiplexers, 
Wherein the second circuit is operatively connected to 
the second pad group and operatively connected to the 
second, fourth, sixth and eighth I/O units, respectively, 
via a second data bus, a fourth data bus, a sixth data bus 
and an eighth data bus. 

7. The semiconductor memory device of claim 5, Wherein 
each of the I/O units comprise an equal number of sense 
ampli?ers. 

8. The semiconductor memory device of claim 6, Wherein 
each of the data buses have substantially the same length and 
Width. 

9. The semiconductor memory device of claim 5, Wherein 
the ?rst, third, ?fth and seventh blocks are located at the 
same position on each of the banks, and the second, fourth, 
sixth, and eighth blocks are located at the same position on 
each of the banks. 

10. The semiconductor memory device of claim 5, 
Wherein bit Weights of data input to and output from the 
memory cells of the ?rst, third, ?fth and seventh blocks are 
the same as bit Weights of data input to and output from the 
memory cells of the second, fourth, sixth and eighth blocks. 

11. A semiconductor memory device, comprising: 

a plurality of pad groups each comprising a plurality of 
data I/O (input/output) pads; 

a plurality of banks, Wherein each bank comprises a 
plurality of blocks of memory cells and a plurality of 
I/ O units for multiplexing data input to and output from 
the memory cells; and 

a plurality of circuits connected betWeen the plurality of 
banks and the plurality of pad groups for sensing and 
amplifying the state of input and output data. 

12. The semiconductor memory device of claim 11, 
further comprising a plurality of data paths, operatively 
connecting the circuits to the banks, Wherein the banks and 
circuits are located on the semiconductor device such that 
each of the data paths are substantially the same length. 

13. The semiconductor memory device of claim 11, 
Wherein the plurality of pad groups comprise: 

a ?rst pad group, located in proximity to the center of the 
semiconductor memory device, comprising a ?rst por 
tion of a total number of data I/O pads; and 

a second pad group comprising a second portion of the 
total number of data I/O pads. 

14. The semiconductor memory device of claim 13, 
Wherein the ?rst and second pad groups comprise the same 
number of pads. 

15. The semiconductor memory device of claim 13, 
Wherein the plurality of banks comprise: 

a ?rst bank comprising a ?rst block of memory cells, a 
second block of memory cells, a ?rst I/O unit compris 
ing a plurality of multiplexers and a second I/O unit 
comprising a plurality of multiplexers; 
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a second bank comprising a third block of memory cells, 
a fourth block of memory cells, a third I/O unit com 
prising a plurality of multiplexers and fourth I/O unit 
comprising a plurality of multiplexers, Wherein the 
second bank is located adjacent to the ?rst bank on the 
semiconductor memory device; 

a third bank comprising a ?fth block of memory cells, a 
sixth block of memory cells, a ?fth I/O unit comprising 
a plurality of multiplexers and a sixth I/O unit com 
prising a plurality of multiplexers, Wherein the third 
bank is located opposite to the ?rst bank on the semi 
conductor memory device; and 

a fourth bank comprising a seventh block of memory 
cells, an eighth block of memory cells, a seventh I/O 
unit comprising a plurality of multiplexers and an 
eighth I/O unit comprising a plurality of multiplexers, 
Wherein the fourth bank is located opposite to the 
second bank on the semiconductor memory device. 

16. The semiconductor memory device of claim 15, 
Wherein the plurality of circuits comprise: 

a ?rst circuit comprising a plurality of sense ampli?ers, 
Wherein the ?rst circuit is operatively connected to the 
?rst pad group and operatively connected to the ?rst, 
third, ?fth and seventh I/ O units, respectively, via a ?rst 
data bus, a third data bus, a ?fth data bus and a seventh 
data bus; and 

a second circuit comprising a plurality of sense ampli?ers, 
Wherein the second circuit is operatively connected to 
the second pad group and operatively connected to the 
second, fourth, sixth and eighth I/O units, respectively, 
via a second data bus, a fourth data bus, a sixth data bus 
and an eighth data bus. 

17. The semiconductor memory device of claim 15, 
Wherein each of the I/O units comprise an equal number of 
multiplexers. 

May 2, 2002 

18. The semiconductor memory device of claim 16, 
Wherein each of the data buses have substantially the same 
length and Width. 

19. The semiconductor memory device of claim 15, 
Wherein the ?rst, third, ?fth and seventh blocks are located 
at the same position on each of the banks, and the second, 
fourth, sixth and eighth blocks are located at the same 
position on each of the banks. 

20. The semiconductor memory device of claim 15, 
Wherein bit Weights of data input to and output from the 
memory cells of the ?rst, third, ?fth and seventh blocks are 
the same as bit Weights of data input to and output from the 
memory cells of the second, fourth, sixth and eighth blocks. 

21. A semiconductor memory device, comprising: 

a plurality of banks comprising memory cells; 

a plurality of circuits for processing data input to and data 
output from the banks; and 

a plurality of data buses for operatively connecting the 
circuits to the banks, Wherein the banks and circuits are 
disposed on the semiconductor device such that each of 
the data buses are substantially the same length and 
Width. 

22. The semiconductor memory device of claim 21, 
Wherein a pin con?guration of the semiconductor device is 
based on a JEDEC (Joint Electron Device Engineering 
Council) standard. 

23. The semiconductor memory device of claim 21, 
further comprising a plurality of pad groups, each compris 
ing a plurality of I/O (input/output) pads, Wherein each pad 
group is operatively connected to a corresponding one of the 
plurality of circuits via a data bus, Wherein the data buses 
betWeen the pad groups and circuits are substantially the 
same length and Width. 

* * * * * 


