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(57) ABSTRACT 

A compression garment for selective application for treat 
ment of lymphedema and related illnesses manifested at 
various locations of the body. The garment includes a pair or 
series of layers of hermetically sealed material, that can 
capture pressurized air, When applied therein, and is formed 
through the patterned sealing of the layers of the garment 
together, at select locations, to form air pockets that can 
selectively apply isolated points of pressure to the patient’s 
affected area, Without disrupting normal vascular and lym 
phatic functioning. The garment is design cut, for applica 
tion to various segments of the body, and apply encompass 
ing pressure over the entire affected area, and includes 
valves that can alloW for the injection of measurable air, to 
the desired pressure points, or its de?ation, after treatment. 
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COMPRESSION GARMENT FOR SELECTIVE 
APPLICATION FOR TREATMENT OF 

LYMPHEDEMA AND RELATED ILLNESSES 
MANIFESTED AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS OF THE 

BODY 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

[0001] This application is realted to and comprises a 
continuation in part of the United States patent application 
of the same inventor, Ser. No. 09/559,682, ?led on Apr. 27, 
2000; said previous application being related to its provi 
sional application having Ser. No. 60/131,697, ?led on Apr. 
30, 1999, all of said applications being oWned by the same 
inventor. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] This invention relates primarily to the treatment of 
lymphedema, and the use of various instrumentation that can 
effectively lessen the painful and deleterious aspects of such 
disease as manifested in the body. 

[0003] As is Well knoWn in the art, lymphedema is a 
collection of ?uids Within the tissue, usually extremities, 
such as one or both of the arms, one or both of the legs, and 
Which is caused from various etiological causes. Lymphe 
dema can be a primary illness that is congenital. This can 
either result from aplasia of the lymphatic system, Which 
may occur as a result of a complete lack of development of 
the same, or can be caused by hypoplasia of the lymphatics, 
such as an underdevelopment of the lymphatic system. 
Furthermore, lymphedema can be caused, and result from 
in?ammatory diseases. These include mostly bacterialogical 
infections. The non-infectious in?ammatory causes are due 
to a variety of impairments, such as malignancies Where the 
lymphatics can be blocked by tumor cells, or the lymph 
nodes can be blocked by tumor cells. In addition, it can 
result from the surgical removal of various lymph nodes, and 
the surgical interuption of the normal performance of the 
lymphatics. Furthermore, such can come from radiation that 
causes sclerosis or scarring of the lymphatics. Furthermore, 
such can result from chronic venous diseases of long stand 
ing origin. In addition, lymphedema can come from severe 
local injury to a limb. Furthermore, it is usually the infec 
tious element that accompanies such an injury, that may 
result in the onset of lymphedema. Lymphedema can also 
originate from the blockage of lymphatics by various para 
sites. Finally, pathology in lymphatics can come from vari 
ous systemic diseases including myxedema, renal disease, 
such as nephritis or nephrosis, With loss of protein materials, 
and can derive from various collagen diseases and ?brotic 
diseases. All of these diseases result in obstruction of the 
lymphatic ?oW and thus causes an accumulation of ?uids in 
the effected limb or limbs. It is also knoWn that cardiac 
failure can also cause the onset of this malady. 

[0004] Until recent years, the lymphatic system’s anatomy 
has only been demonstrated in its larger or more gross form. 
Millions of small lymphatic ducts have not been truly 
understood or demonstrated until the past several years, and 
only as a result of extensive research. The smaller lymphat 
ics, Which Were cannulated under the magni?cation of the 
electron microscope, have been demonstrated as playing a 
role in the onset of this type of disease. Such had been 
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predicted for a number of years, but it Was not demonstrated 
until approximately tWo years ago. NoW, the netWork of the 
lymphatic system is fairly Well understood and knoWn. The 
lymph system is actually inherent in all of the bodily organs, 
but the major part of the lymphatic system in the extremities 
is in the subcutaneous tissues. Such has been demonstrated. 

[0005] The effects of lymphedema on the patient are Well 
knoWn. Patients generally are someWhat or signi?cantly 
disabled according to the limb that is effected. Usually, With 
the onset of lymphedema, the patient either has one or tWo 
loWer limbs that are very heavily effected, and manifest a 
heavy accumulation of such body ?uids. As the disease 
progresses, it hampers the patient’s ambulation and makes it 
very dif?cult for normal clothing to ?t. Eventually, normal 
everyday activities become limited. If lymphedema effects 
the upper extremity, the hand is markedly affected, and the 
mobility of the hand, ?ngers and thumb, etc., are eventually 
also affected. In addition, these people, subject to lymphe 
dema, are very susceptible to various other serious infec 
tions. A very slight portal of entry, such as a cut, pin stick, 
hangnail, or the like, or anything that alloWs the entrance of 
bacteria into the lymphatic system becomes a very serious 
cellulitic process. This can reach proportions of fever and 
chills, and even require hospitaliZation, and if uncontrolled 
can even cause septic shock and death. The reason for this 
is that the lymph ?uid is a perfect media for bacteria to groW 
in and there is an abundance of such ?uid in those subcu 
taneous tissues. 

[0006] Lymphedema is commonly seen in either the upper 
or loWer extremities of the body as mentioned above. This 
can be either individually, or isolated in its location, depend 
ing upon Where the lymph nodes have been removed, or it 
can manifest itself in a variety of these extremities, after its 
onset. Some of the cases of lymphedema are normally due 
to chronic venous disease. HoWever, the largest number of 
such cases have been caused by secondary reactions to 
radiation and radical surgery Where either all of the lymph 
nodes Were removed from a groin area, the pelvis, or from 
an axilla. There Was no real algorithm of treatment until the 
late 1980’s. 

[0007] Currently, literature has become more proliferative 
on the problems associated With lymphedema. Studies, even 
by the inventor herein, have focused more attention to 
lymphedema, and has led to an extrapolation of some 
hypothesis as to its etiology at the level of the microscopic 
lymphatics. 
[0008] There are a variety of treatments that are currently 
available for lymphedema, and most of them, relate to some 
type of Wrapping or compression of the effected area, in an 
effort to reduce the accumulation of the ?uids. Many of the 
processes have included various types of Wraps, or pumps, 
for achieving a dissemination of the localiZed ?uids. 

[0009] For example, the Reid sleeve is one such instru 
ment that has been used for the treatment of lymphedema. It 
is a sleeve type compression device, almost in the nature of 
a cast, but in this instance, formed of more ?exible type of 
nylon or related materials. Then, a series of straps can be 
tightened around the sleeve, at the situs of the accumulated 
?uids, and tightened by means of any type of fastener 
associated With such straps, in order to apply compression at 
the site of treatment. Thus, the essence of the Reid sleeve is 
simply to provide a massive amount of physical pressure by 
tightening of a sleeve about the infected area. 
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[0010] The use of such compression bandaging has pro 
vided some bene?cial results to the patient, and has achieved 
limb reduction, enhanced skin tone, and softer skin texture, 
but, the use of such a bandage does have the potentially 
harmful effects of functioning like a tourniquet upon the 
effected area, and unless the amount of pressure applied is 
signi?cantly controlled, can have further detrimental effects 
in the nature of reducing blood circulation and ?oWage, 
Which can be very harmful to the patient, if not properly 
supervised. Most of these sleeve type of devices, available 
in the art, may be initially applied by the medical practitio 
ner, in the of?ce, but once the patient takes it home, he/she 
Will either be advised or have a tendency to apply such 
sleeves themselves, Which can afford no regulation over the 
amount of pressure applied by such a compression sleeve, 
once installed. 

[0011] It has also been suggested, recently, that some type 
of air compressive means or strap may extend, at a slight 
Width, along the internal length of the Reid or related 
sleeves, and be pumped up to provide additional tightness to 
the device encompassing the limb. But, once again, such 
applications offer little or no control over the amount of 
pressure applied, or the bene?ts or harm that may result from 
their usage, particularly When applied by the patient alone. 

[0012] Various United States patents have previously 
issued relating to technology available for treatment of 
accumulation of body ?uids, or for other treatments. For 
example, in the US. Pat. No. 4,029,087, entitled “Extremity 
Compression Device,” there is shoWn, as can be seen in its 
FIG. 1, a Wrap that applies compressive pressures against 
the patient’s limb, forming interconnecting annuluses, as 
noted, and Which are in?ated. Generally, this particular 
compression device is for application to patients that are 
bedridden, for some time, and With the added pressure it is 
believed that assistance to blood ?oW may be enhanced, to 
reduce sWellings associated With edema in the extremities. 

[0013] The compressive sleeve to Hasty, shoWn in US. 
Pat. No. 4,091,804, shoWs a form of sleeve that is applied to 
the patient’s limb, and subjects the same to compressive 
pressure, as a result of the injecting of compressive air into 
the various chambers, as noted, to provide compressive 
pressures against the patient’s limb. 

[0014] The patent to Annis, US. Pat. No. 4,207,876, 
shoWs a compression device With ventilated sleeve. This 
device may be applied, as for example, to the leg of a patient, 
to apply compressive pressures, during treatment. This 
device includes various openings to provide ventilation to 
the limb, during the application of this compression device, 
When used for treatment. 

[0015] The patent to Kapp, et al, U.S. Pat. No. 4,256,094, 
shoWs an arterial pressure control system. This device 
utiliZes a ?uid pump for in?ating a cuff, that functions, 
apparently, to provide arterial pressure, not too unlike that of 
the manual tourniquet. 

[0016] The patent to Dillon, US. Pat. No. 4,269,175, 
discloses an apparatus that promotes the circulation of 
blood. This particular device, When applied, as for example, 
to the leg, and ?uid pressure is injected into the same, as can 
be seen in its FIG. 1, is designed to enhance or provide 
intermittent external pressure pulses to the leg, to enhance 
blood ?oW, to and from the heart. 
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[0017] The patent to Villanueva, US. Pat. No. 4,374,518, 
shoWs an electronic device for pneumomassage to reduce 
lymphedema. This device includes the fabrication of a outer 
boot, that may ?t, for example, to conform to the human foot 
and leg, and utiliZes a compressor to provide for successive 
in?ating and de?ating of the boot, Within a preselected 
cycle, in order to stimulate ?uid ?oW. 

[0018] The patent to Arkans, US. Pat. No. 4,396,010, 
shoWs a sequential compression device. This device, as With 
those as previously described, is a pressure generating 
device for applying compressive pressures from a compres 
sor against the patient’s limb, through the use of a ?exible, 
prepressuriZable sleeve that encloses the limb and appar 
ently pulsates pressure to the sleeve, and on to the limb, to 
enhance ?uid ?oW. 

[0019] The patent to Mummert, US. Pat. No. 4,408,599, 
discloses another complex apparatus for pneumatically con 
trolling a dynamic pressure Wave device. This device 
includes a series of longitudinal chambers, that are subject 
to pressure in?ation or de?ation, by a dynamic pressure 
generating device, Which is highly controlled by means of 
electrically operated components. 

[0020] The patent to Siemssen, et al, US. Pat. No. 5,179, 
941, shoWs a contractile sleeve element and compression 
sleeve made therefrom for the peristaltic treatment of 
extremities. 

[0021] The patent to Cariapa, et al, U.S. Pat. No. 5,437, 
610, shoWs another complex device incorporating various 
compression units, and pump means, that functions as an 
extremity pump apparatus. 

[0022] The patent to Tumey, et al, US. Pat. No. 5,443,440, 
shoWs another form of medical pumping apparatus, in this 
particular instance, for application to the foot, and Which can 
be in?ated, in order to apply pressure to the foot, during its 
treatment for various impairment. 

[0023] The patent to Peeler, et al, US. Pat. No. 5,575,762, 
shoWs a gradient sequential compression system and method 
for reducing the occurrence of deep vane thrombosis. This is 
a complex apparatus, for treatment as a therapeutic medical 
device and method for improving the venous blood ?oW 
Within the patient. 

[0024] The patent to Cone, et al, U.S. Pat. No. 5,591,200, 
shoWs another method and apparatus for applying pressure 
to a body limb for treatment of edema. This device is similar 
to the Reid sleeve, as previously revieWed. 

[0025] Finally, the patent to Tobler, et al, U.S. Pat. No. 
5,626,556, discloses a hook and loop attachment on a 
compression sleeve. This particular device, also is related to 
the Reid sleeve type of apparatus, as previously explained, 
and does provide for the application of air pressure, into the 
lateral annuluses, as shoWn, to provide an in?ated pressure 
against the foot, as can be noted, for the treatment of the 
patient’s leg, and perhaps other extremities. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0026] This invention relates generally to a portable form 
of compressive garment that may be selectively applied to 
various extremities of the body to provide for treatment of 
lymphedema and related forms of edema. 
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[0027] The lymphatic system of the body is actually a part 
of the human closed hydraulic system of circulation Within 
the anatomy, that provides for sustaining normal physical 
function of the body parts, provides the proper displacement 
and movement of the various ?uids, separate and apart from 
the circulation of blood Within the body. As can be seen in 
FIG. 1, the location and functionality of the heart, lungs, the 
arteries, veins, and the other circulatory and vascular system 
of the body is compatibly associated With the extracellular 
lymphatic space. These lymphatic channels provide for 
transportation of lymph ?uids to lymph nodes that remove 
various materials such bacteria and debris. Finally, the 
lymph ?uid is discharged into the veins by Way of the 
thoracic duct. Thus, this portion of the vascular system 
combats disease, by carrying aWay the deleterious bacteria 
and other infections elements that can cause problems to the 
body. Iin this FIG. 1, blood ?oWing into the small vessels 
(arterioles) entering the capillaries at that level, delivers 
nutrition to the intracellar spaces by ultra?ltration. After 
depositing nutrients to the cells, the ?uid traverses the 
extracellular space and is resorped in the venous end of the 
capillaries. HoWever, only 90% enters the venous plexus and 
10% ?oWs into the lymphatics. The latter is profused 
through the lymph node basins (inguinal, axillary, intra 
abdominal and supraclavicular) and returned to the large 
veins at the left thoracic inlet via the thoracic duct. Thus, the 
?uid exchange that contributes to lymph formation, origi 
nates at the microscopic level and is governed by Starlings 
laWs of capillary function. 

[0028] The subject matter of this current invention con 
templates the formation of a compression garment, that is 
selectively designed and manufactured to provide for appli 
cation by the patient himself/herself. Once instructed, in 
proper placement it furnishes greater and more precise 
control, for treatment of the deleterious side effects mani 
fested by and through lymphedema, as explained. In 
essence, the subject matter of this invention provides for the 
formation of an external compression device that may be 
applied to the arm, and embrace even part of the hand, or 
even extend upWardly into the region of the shoulder. Or, the 
sleeve may be especially designed for application to the leg, 
and extend doWn into the region of the ankle, and even 
embrace part of the foot, and extend upWardly toWards the 
knee and thigh, depending upon the severity of the lymphe 
dema being treated, and its location. Thirdly, the invention 
contemplates the formation of a further Wrap, fabricated to 
the same principle as that of the previously identi?ed 
sleeves, and Which may embrace the upper thighs, and the 
loWer abdomen, in order to provide the precise application 
of select pressure to the accumulation of body ?uids, caused 
by lymphedema, manifested at these regions of the body. 
Adaptation for the thorax is also a possible option. 

[0029] In essence, the appliance of this invention is 
formed as a ?exible cloth, polymer, or related type of 
material, that has a series of grommets or seal points that 
form individual and smaller pressure chamber segments 
internally of the overall formed device. As grommets, placed 
3 cm apart, provide for venting, from betWeen the skin 
surface and the device, once installed. In addition, there are 
one or more in?ation or de?ation valves, operatively asso 
ciated With the internally formed compartments for the 
device, and in addition, the selective emplacement of the 
grommets, during formation of the device, furnish subsid 
iary chambers throughout the length of the formed device, so 
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that multiple pressure points may be generated, Within the 
in?ated device, to apply multiple sites of pressure to the 
lymphedema that is subject to treatment. This strategic 
placement effects capillary pressures. The device is custom 
made, so that it may precisely ?t not only upon the arm, leg, 
or the like, but has appendages that alloW for the selective 
application of the device, for example, around the hand, 
under the thumb, so as to provide adequate coverage to all 
aspects of the limb subject to treatment, and afford a uniform 
application of pressure, through its various and multiple 
pressure points, to provide for a displacement of the edema 
tous ?uids, and their movement back into the circulatory 
system, in association With the adjacent lymphatic nodes, 
lymph vessels, and shifting of such ?uids throughout the 
lymphatic channels, to reduce the undesired and frequently 
painful ?uid accumulations. 

[0030] In the formation of the device, at least a pair of 
layers of sturdy but ?exible material, such as nylon, or other 
material that can be fabricated to provide for its in?atability, 
remain hermetically sealed, and be subject to signi?cant 
pressures, While sustaining in?ation, in order to function as 
an instrument for treatment of lymphedema, as previously 
explained. The precise location of the grommets, used to 
contiguously adhere the layers, at particular sites, but to 
alloW for its in?atability, so as to form essentially three 
dimensional diamond shaped pressure points. This alloWs 
increased venous ?oW by decreasing arteriolar hydrostatic 
pressure at these pressure points. These grommets, approxi 
mately three centimeters apart, more or less, afford a mul 
tiplicity of pressure points, upon the surface of the skin, thus 
reducing the lymphedema ?uid, during usage. Obviously, 
other dimensions for placement of the seal points, or grom 
mets, may be considered, depending upon the degree of 
lymphedema being treated, and it is likely that the grommets 
may be located approximately one inch apart, or as much as 
?ve inches apart, depending upon the degree of pressure 
required, to sustain a uniform pressure over the entire 
surface being treated. 

[0031] In addition, there are various in?ation or de?ation 
valves that may be added to the device, to alloW for its 
in?ation, and there may be a single valve, or perhaps valves 
that may locate approximately tWo to four inches apart, to 
alloW for isolated injection of air into the device, during its 
in?ation, once placed on the limb. The patient himself/ 
herself may actually apply the device, by Wrapping it, as an 
example, about the arm, and the hand, and secure the same 
in the position by means of any type of straps, such as Velcro 
hook and pile type tab connections, that may extend along 
the marginal edge of the device, and cooperate With a velour 
surface applied externally to the device, to furnish secure 
ment. Or, a series of Velcro or other buckle straps may locate 
along the margins of the device, and alloW for a strap 
fastener of the Wrap, about the arm, leg, or the like, once 
installed. 

[0032] Any type of a pressure applying and generating 
device may be used, for in?ating the device, such as a bulb 
type hand pumping and ?tting means, of the type that is 
available from Haikey-Roberts Company, of St. Petersburg, 
Fla., and Which is shoWn in its U.S. Pat. No. 4,744,391 and 
No. 4,998,582. These hand pumps, that incorporate their 
oWn ?ttings, may be pumped for injecting pressuriZed air 
into an encapsulated space, in order to in?ate the same, or its 
opposite end incorporates a ?tting that may be inserted into 
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the in?ation-de?ation valves, to allow for a de?ating of the 
device, after its usage. Other bellows type air in?ating 
device may be used. Normally, the amount of pressure that 
is applied in the device of this type, and Which has been 
found effective, is in the range of 35-45 mmHg, more or less. 
Thus, the amount of pressure applied is not too great, When 
it is compared With the amount of pressure that exists in the 
normal vascular system of the body, Where a blood pressure 
may extend betWeen diastolic and systolic ranges betWeen 
70-80 mmHg and 110-120 mmHg. On the other hand, the 
amount of pressure applied into this device, by means of a 
pressuriZed air injecting means, such as the bulb as previ 
ously explained, may be betWeen the ranges of 5-10 mmHg, 
and upWards of 20-25 mmHg, or even as high as 40-50 
mmHg, depending upon the amount of treatment required, 
and the form and extent of edema that may be present due 
to the magnitude of the lymphedema that exists. 

[0033] Various other types of valves may be included in 
the structure of this garment, Within each segment of its 
formed multi-compartment Wrap, so that each segment may 
be individually ?lled With air, under pressure, to the amounts 
as previously revieWed, necessary to treat the degree of 
lymphedema that has been generated Within the limb at that 
contiguous location. For example, various types of shut-off 
valves, one-Way check valves, and valves that may be 
manually opened, to provide for release of pressuriZed air, 
are readily available from a variety of sources. For example, 
Colder Products Company, of St. Paul, Minn. 55114, manu 
factures and markets a variety of various types of valves, 
check valves, release valves, and couplings, for use for the 
application and release of air, under pressure, to medical 
instruments. In addition, the Martin-Weston Company, of 
Largo, Fla. 33770, manufactures and markets in?ation 
pumps, that may be applied to the foregoing type valves, to 
alloW for the injection of air under pressure into the seg 
ments of this garment, during its installation and usage. On 
the other hand, instead of utiliZing a manual type of pump, 
there are many more expensive type of pumps, valves, seals, 
and the like, that are available from a variety of sources, 
such as the ?ll and drain closures that are available from a 
company such as Halkey-Roberts Corporation, of St. Peters 
burg, Fla. Furthermore, in order to determine the degree and 
amount of pressure applied into each segment of this gar 
ment, hand-held type of digital manometers may be used, 
and applied to the valves after or during the injection of air, 
to provide for an immediate digital readout of the amount of 
pressuriZed air that has been applied into each segment of 
the garment, so that more precise levels of pressure can be 
generated, at select locations along the length of the gar 
ment, as applied to a limb. Such hand-held manometers are 
available from DWyer Instruments, Inc., of Michigan City, 
Ind. 46361, amongst other and a variety of sources. 

[0034] In addition, in lieu of the use of a manometer, 
attached to the valves or to the segments of this Wrap, it is 
just as likely that a form of pressure transducer may be 
utiliZed Within each segment of the Wrap, detect the amount 
of pressure generated therein, convert it to a charge, and 
transfer it to a readout, upon the surface of the segment, 
Where the generated pressure may be readily observed. Such 
transducers may be obtained from Linton Instrumentation, 
of Diss, Norfolk, UK, under Model No. SensoNor 840. For 
example, an LED readout that may display the quantity of 
pressure generated, could be provided upon the surface of 
each segment, to let the physician and medical technician 
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knoW the exact amount of pressure generated Within each 
segment, during usage and application of the Wrap. Also, if 
the patient utiliZes the garment at home, through self service, 
this Would provide a ready readout as to the amount of 
pressure pumped into each segment, during usage and 
application, so the patient may be quite precise in the 
amount of pressure developed Within the Wrap, in accor 
dance With the speci?cations from the doctor, instructing 
regarding its usage. Furthermore, the pressure transducers 
may be incorporated into the inner surface of the Wrap, or 
applied upon that surface of the Wrap that is applied directly 
to the affected limb, so that an exact reading of the amount 
of pressure generated upon the surface of the limb subject to 
lymphedema, may be readily determined, upon usage of this 
particular garment. 

[0035] Obviously, the type of material used as previously 
referred to in forming the multilayer device, that exhibits the 
internal chambers that are fabricated to provide for the 
multipressure points from the device, When used, and may 
include those materials as previously described, While the 
internal surfaces of the liner may be treated, to make it 
hermetically sealable, or it may include an internal liner of 
a polymer, such as polyethylene, to assure that the device, 
during usage, Will be pneumatically leak proof. 

[0036] In addition, and in the case of the device as 
manufactured for use upon the arm, it may extend and Wrap 
around the palm, leave clearance for the ?ngers and thumb. 
It may provide integral Wrapping about the Wrist, forearm, 
elboW, biceps, and even extend up into the region of the 
shoulder. Or, the device can be formed of a shorter dimen 
sion, depending upon the localiZed need for treatment. In 
addition, it may be formed for Wrapping about the leg, the 
thigh, doWn to the ankle, and even about a portion or all of 
the foot, depending upon the severity of the lymphedema, 
and the type of treatment required. And, as previously 
explained, the device may be fabricated for Wrapping about 
the loWer abdomen, and have a connecting portion that may 
Wrap about, individually, each of the upper associated 
thighs, to provide a localiZed treatment at that region of the 
body, Which can frequently manifest lymphedema that 
requires treatment as such sWelling may result from radical 
surgery that is done for cancers in the pelvic organs, such as 
the uterus, ovaries, rectum and prostate. Radiation of this 
region can also cause sclerosis of lymphatics resulting in 
edema. 

[0037] It is, therefore, an object of this invention to 
provide an appliance for use for treatment of lymphedema 
that is light Weight, very portable, Washable, and easily 
applied, even by the patient alone. 

[0038] Another object of this invention is to provide a 
lymphedema treating device that includes a series of perfo 
rations, at the region of grommets, or seals, Which provides 
tWo bene?cial results. One that alloWs the access of air to the 
underlying and Wrapped skin during usage of the device, but 
secondly, includes a series of seals, at these locations, Which 
afford the generation of air pockets. This series of grommets 
produce a multitude of pressure points internally along the 
entire length and circumference of the applied sleeve ren 
dering variable pressure on the capillary beds. 

[0039] A further object of this invention is to provide a 
pressure garment that alloWs for its generated pressures, 
internally, during usage, to be precisely controlled, even by 
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the patient during application and usage. LED pressure 
sensors provide this information. r 

[0040] Still another object of this invention is to provide a 
much less costly type of appliance, for treating lymphedema, 
than currently in use. 

[0041] Still another object of this invention is to provide a 
pressure garment that incorporates at least tWo fail-safe 
features, one is in a valve or valves that alloWs ?lling only 
a certain pressure, and/or an appliance that ?lls the air 
chambers that only alloWs a maximum pressure of up to 45 
mm of mercury, or slightly there above, and certainly beloW 
such level as could be harmful. 

[0042] Still another object of this invention is to provide 
for a pressure garment for use for treating lymphedema that 
is easily and quickly applied to the effected limb. 

[0043] Yet another object of this invention is to provide a 
pressure garment that is durable. 

[0044] Still another object of this invention is to provide a 
device for treating lymphedema Which is very compact, as 
during nonusage, and is very accommodatable for travel, 
When required. 

[0045] Another object of this invention is to provide a very 
simple design that is safe in its application, installation, and 
usage. 

[0046] Yet another object of this invention is to provide a 
pressure garment Which When applied can aid toWards 
decreasing post-operative edema and thus decrease post 
operative disability and enhance the healing of a Wound. 

[0047] Another object of this invention is to provide a 
lymphedema treating device that may facilitate and be of 
help to the patient after orthopedic surgery, any surgery, or 
even during post-operative vascular surgery healing in the 
extremities. 

[0048] Yet another object of this invention is to provide a 
someWhat ?exible, in?atable edema treating device that Will 
further act as a support that may even function someWhat as 
a cast to limit the amount of ?exion of a limb, but yet, have 
sufficient ?exibility to alloW the limb to attain some move 
ment, during usage. 

[0049] Another object of this invention is to provide a 
garment for use for treating lymphedema that may be 
manifested, usually after surgery, in various limbs of the 
body, such as along the arms, in the loWer reaches of the 
legs, at the thighs, or even in the vicinity of the abdomen, 
and unless treated, results in a buildup of signi?cant accu 
mulation of bodily ?uids that are unsightly of appearance, 
but more speci?cally, detrimental to the continuing health or 
recovery rate of the patient. Abody Wrap may be bene?cial 
in burn treatment also. 

[0050] These and other objects may become more appar 
ent to those skilled in the art upon revieWing the summary 
of this invention, and upon undertaking a study of the 
description of its preferred embodiment, in vieW of the 
draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0051] In referring to the draWings, FIG. 1 provides a 
schematic vieW of the human closed hydraulic system of 
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circulation of both vascular and lymphatic ?uids depicting 
the formation of lymphatic ?uid in the extracellular space. 

[0052] FIG. 2 provides a perspective vieW, both in the 
lateral vieW, and the medial vieW, of the compression 
garment of this invention applied about the loWer arm and 
hand of the patient; 

[0053] FIG. 3 is a plan vieW of the compression garment, 
during nonusage, as shoWn in FIG. 2; 

[0054] FIG. 4 is a sectional vieW of the arm applied 
garment, taken along the line 4-4 of FIG. 2; 

[0055] FIG. 5 is a vieW of a modi?ed form of garment, 
that extends up to and onto the shoulder of the patient, from 
the vicinity of the Wrist, for applying selective and contolled 
pressure along the length of the arm, to treat edema; 

[0056] FIG. 6 is a vieW of the application of a modi?ed 
garment to the thigh, leg, and ankle of the patient; 

[0057] FIG. 7 is a vieW of a modi?ed garment of the type 
that is applied at the vicinity of abdomen and upper thigh of 
the patient to provide edema treating pressure at these 
vicinities of the body; 

[0058] FIG. 8 is a plan vieW, or open vieW, of the modi?ed 
garment shoWn in FIG. 7; 

[0059] FIG. 9 is a schematic vieW of the front face of the 
electronic controller that is used for regulating the quantity 
of pressure added to or removed from various segments of 
the sleeve, during its usage; and 

[0060] FIG. 10 provides a sectional vieW of the hand 
section of the sleeve, shoWing the various raised air pockets, 
the circuit lines leading to select of the air sections of the 
sleeve, Which provide for a sensing as to Where pressuriZed 
air must be added, or subtracted, in order to equaliZe the 
pressure of the sleeve upon the limb being treated. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

[0061] In referring to the draWings, and in particular 
FIGS. 2 through 4, the compression garment G of this 
invention is readily disclosed. In this embodiment, it is 
applied to the forearm, about the Wrist, and embraces part of 
the hand of the Wearer or patient. The garment, as can be 
noted in FIG. 3, comprises and is formed of a ?attened 
con?guration, including upper and loWer layers 1 and 2 of 
a fabric-like material, such as nylon, or any other hermeti 
cally sealable type of cloth, polymer, or ?exible material, 
and Which can be in?ated to sustain pressures of air or other 
?uids to the amounts as previously summariZed. As can be 
seen, the tWo layers of material are sealed together, by means 
of a series of grommets 3 throughout their extent, and Which 
provide for segmented pockets, as at 4, of air that provide for 
a generation of point pressures, to the treated arm, as 
previously explained. The object for forming these various 
air pockets, along the length of the compression garment, 
and as previously summariZed, is to provide the application 
of a very controlled pressure, at spaced and isolated loca 
tions, to the edema effected limb. At the same time avoiding 
the application of tourniquet type pressure, throughout the 
extent of the limb to Which the garment is applied, so as to 
not curtail or shut off the vascular functioning in the effected 
area. Thus, blood ?oW in subcutaneous and ?uid migration, 
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during he application of the device’s controlled pressure, 
Will cause accumulated ?uids to continue their circulation, 
but reduce their accumulation, to attempt to place the 
affected limb back into its normal processing, normal 
appearance, and to avoid the deleterious and impairments 
that may be generated in the limbs, because of the accumu 
lation of the edemic ?uids. 

[0062] The compression garment may be a continuous 
length of the material, and liners, forming the length of the 
garment, and be in?ated betWeen its various grommets to 
form the identi?ed pressuriZed air pockets, or as shoWn in 
FIGS. 2 and 3. The garment may be segmented, betWeen the 
various segments 5 through 8, and be individually in?ated, 
by means of their respective valves (10), as can be noted. 
These valves (10), are provided for both in?ating of the 
garment, or its individual segments, or it can be used for 
discharging and de?ation of air, for either greater proper 
control of the amount of pressure applied, or for removal of 
the garment, after treatment. 

[0063] In addition, the various grommets 3, as can be seen, 
have apertures, as at 11, Within their interior, so as to alloW 
for any captured air, betWeen the garment and the surface of 
the limb skin, to escape, and Which Would otherWise, or may, 
provide a variation in the amount of pressure desired, When 
in?ating the garment during usage. 

[0064] As can also be seen, various types of sensors, as at 
9, may be installed into the layers forming the surface of the 
garment, and be sensitive to the amount of pressure being 
added into the various segments, to provide a ready indica 
tion and readout of the amount of pressure applied, so the 
medical practitioner, or even the patient alone, can readily 
determine Whether adequate and proper pressure levels have 
been reached, during treatment. Furthermore, various types 
of microchips, or LED indicators, may be associated With 
the sensors, and provide a digital, or either analog, readout 
of the amount of pressure generated Within the garment, and 
its various segments, during usage and application. 

[0065] In order to provide for the uniformity for the 
product, and to add to its appearance, it is likely that a 
covering sheet, such as one shoWn by Way of example at 
10A, of the same or different material from Which the 
segments of the Wrap are formed, may overlap each of the 
valves 10 and sensors 9, so as to form means for covering 
these elements, during usage of the Wrap. One edge of the 
cover may include a hook and pile fastener type of connec 
tor, so that the cover may be secured in place, once installed, 
or pulled free, to expose the valve or sensor, accordingly. 
See FIG. 3. 

[0066] StructuralWise, the garment, being previously 
described as being fabricated of at least a pair of layers, Will 
extend the length of the limb to Which it is applied, and as 
shoWn in FIG. 2, in that embodiment, extends up to approxi 
mately the elboW of the Wearer. At its opposite end, the 
garment may be designed and fabricated, to include suf? 
cient length to override most of the hand, up to the position 
of the ?ngers, including a segment at its opposite Width, as 
at 12, Which may embrace the palm of the hand, and 
cooperate With an appendage, as at 13, that extends doWn 
across the hand, betWeen the index ?nger and the thumb, and 
for connection to the portion 13 of the shoWn garment. 
Furthermore, the edges of the garment may include, as along 
the inner surface along one edge, a segment of hook or pile 
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fastener, such as fabricated from Velcro, as can be seen at 14, 
While the opposite edge, as at 15, upon its undersurface, may 
include the other segment of Velcro, as at 16, for securement 
With the de?ned edge 14, and alloW for the garment, When 
Wrapped, to snugly embrace the limb of the Wearer, during 
treatment. Obviously, other types of fasteners can be uti 
liZed, such as clasps, one or more buckles, or any other type 
of means for securement of the edges of the garment 
together When Wrapped around the limb of the patient. 

[0067] In addition, any type of pump means, such as a 
belloWs device, or bulb (not shoWn), or the like, may be 
applied to the valves 10, and facilitate the pumping of 
pressuriZed air into the garment, after installation, and in 
preparing it for treatment. LikeWise, any type of release 
valve, incorporated into the structure of the valves 10, and 
Which may be manipulated, to alloW for discharge of air, Will 
be applied thereto, in order to alloW the patient to de?ate the 
garment, and remove it, after treatment. These types of 
valves are readily knoWn in the art, and are available for this 
type of adoption, installation, and usage. 

[0068] As can be seen in FIG. 5, the garment GI is 
modi?ed, and Will extend from the Wrist of the patient, up to 
and over the shoulder, to alloW treatment along the extent of 
the shoWn limb, as can be understood. In addition, as can be 
seen in FIG. 6, the Garment G2 may be further modi?ed, 
and extend from the thigh, all the Way doWn to the ankle, and 
even Wrap about the foot, and readily available for in?ation, 
to function to treat edema, that may be caused at these 
locations. Or, the leg Wrap may extend simply doWn the calf, 
and embrace the ankle, and foot, as an alternative. Further 
more, as can be seen in FIG. 7, the garment G3 may be 
applied to the abdomen, Waist, and upper thighs of the 
patient, for treatment of edema thereat. As noted in FIG. 8, 
this style of garment Will have a Waist embracing portion 17, 
With the usual fasteners 18, as previously explained, applied 
to either end, and in addition, Will link by means of an 
appendage 19 to the upper thigh embracing components 20 
and 21, Which also include their various fastening means 22, 
about the upper leg of the patient. Nevertheless, and regard 
less What shape or con?guration the garment undertakes, in 
its assembly and manufacture, it Will include various upper 
and loWer layers of material, that are hermetically sealed, 
and Which include a series of grommets or other means for 
fastening of the layers of material together, to form those 
isolated pilloWs or segments to form pocketed pressuriZed 
air, for treatment of the affected limb, When applied. In 
addition, and While the terminology grommet has been used 
herein as means forming these pockets, obviously, these 
could be simply seal points, that connect the tWo layers of 
material together, regardless Whether they include the aper 
tures 11 therethrough, as previously explained for preferred 
embodiment. 

[0069] As previously revieWed, the essence of this inven 
tion is to provide for a lightWeight and Washable type of 
garment, that can be applied to various affected limbs, even 
by the patient, himself/herself, to attain treatment, as 
required, or prescribed. It provides for controlled application 
of pressure, at various points along the treated area, in a 
manner that does not disrupt the desired and normal bio 
logical function of the vascular and lymph systems of the 
body, particularly at the treated area. In addition, the gar 
ment is relatively small, ?exible, is very compact for fold 
ing, easy to take When traveling, so that treatment can be 
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undertaken anywhere, and not just at the hospital, medical 
facility, or the doctor’s of?ce. It can be done at home, or even 
on a business trip, as necessary. The garment has suf?cient 
?exion, so that the limb to Which it is applied, can still be 
used, or manipulated, even during treatment. 

[0070] FIG. 9 discloses the electronic controller, or at 
least provides a schematic of its front face, shoWing hoW 
various pressures are detected, determined, and used to 
automatically adjust the amount of air pressure pumped into 
the various segments of the sleeve, during its operations. 
Advancements in electronic circuit miniaturization noW 
make it possible to develop a device that can control these 
pressures, be battery or otherWise operated, they are light 
Weight, add signi?cant safety features and alloW for an 
individual complete freedom to move about and continue in 
their normal daily routine or sleep in complete comfort. The 
electronic controller automatically monitors the pressure at 
each section of the sleeve and veri?es that it is set correctly. 
If, in the case of an arm sleeve, the patient should bend the 
arm, the sleeve Would increase pressure in that section, and 
the controller Would automatically vent that section of the 
sleeve back to its set point. When the patient straightens the 
arm, the pressure Would reduce and the miniature pump 
inside the controller Would automatically increase the pres 
sure to the original set point. 

[0071] As can be noted in FIG. 10, there are circuit leads 
that have sensors that are responsive to the amount of 
pressure at the various segments of air pockets, and can 
determine When pressure is becoming excessive and thereby 
should be reduced, or When pressure is lightening, and 
therefor, air should be supplied and pumped to the pocket to 
add pressure at select locations. This controller has several 
additional signi?cant uses When used in conjunction With 
this sleeve devise. One, the pressures can be adjusted 
periodically on a prescribed time table to dynamically Work 
the skin surface. Secondly, the advance designs of the sleeve 
could incorporate tWin bubble cell circuits in each section so 
that a constant alternating pressure in each cell circuit Would 
result in a therapeutic massage of the afflicted area resulting 
in a potentially greater overall ?uid reduction. 

[0072] Variations or modi?cations to the subject matter of 
this invention may occur to those skilled in the art upon 
revieWing the disclosure made herein. Such variations, if 
Within the spirit of the desired results to obtained from usage 
of this development, are intended to be encompassed Within 
the scope of this invention as de?ned. The description of the 
preferred embodiment as set forth herein is done so for 
illustrative purposes only. 
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Having described the invention, What is claimed and desired 
to be secured by Letters Patent is: 
1. A compression garment for application to various 

extremities of the body of a patient to provide for treatment 
of lymphedema and related forms of edema, said garment 
being formed having an upper layer and a loWer layer of 
fabric-like material, of suf?cient siZe and length to provide 
for covering of the extremity being treated, and having 
suf?cient Width to provide for its Wraparound of the treated 
extremity, said upper and loWer layers of fabric material 
being sealed together around their margins and intermediate 
thereof to provide various segments of internal pockets into 
Which pressuriZed air may be injected during usage of the 
garment, there being a plurality of additional connections 
betWeen the upper and loWer layers of fabric material Within 
each segment of internal pocket to form a plurality of further 
segment air pockets to provide for a plurality of pressure 
points Within each segment of an internal pocket for exertion 
by the compression garment upon the extremity of the body 
being treated, pump means for supplying pressuriZed air to 
garment segment, valve means operatively associated With 
the upper layer of the garment, there being one valve 
member for each segment of internal pocket, to alloW for 
injection of pressuriZed air into each segment of the garment 
during usage, and each valve capable of being manipulated 
to provide for release of the pressuriZed air from each 
segment after completion of the treatment of lymphedema 
through usage of said compression garment, said plurality of 
segmented air pockets maintaing uniform distribution of 
pressuriZed air Within each segment of an internal pocket 
during usage of said compression garment, electronic con 
troller means operatively associated With each segment of 
the garment, pressure sensor means incorporating circuitry 
provided Within each segment to continuously determine the 
amount of pressure exerted by each segment of the garment, 
and said controller means in combination With the sensor 
means, selectively operating the addition of air from said 
pump means to segment pockets, or functioning the valve 
means to discharge air from any segment of the garment, to 
provide for equalization of pressure exerted by the garment 
in response to the location of the edema upon the extremity 
of the body being treated. 

2. The compression garment of claim 1 Wherein each of 
the plurality of additional connections forming the seg 
mented air pockets Within each segment of an internal 
pocket betWeen the upper and loWer layers of said garment 
being formed as grommets. 


