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(57) ABSTRACT 

A distortion compensation apparatus for compensating the 
distortion occurring in the ampli?er at high precision is 
provided. Distortion generating means (2), (3) generate 
distortion of amplitude or phase on the signal to be provided 
for an ampli?er (4), signal level detecting means (5) detects 
the level of the signal provided for the ampli?er (4), and 
distortion amount control means (12), (7), (8) control the 22 El d: M . 28 2001 

( ) 1 6 ar ’ amount of distortion generated by the distortion generating 

(30) Foreign Application Priority Data means (2), on the basis of the level detected by the signal 
level detecting means (5), and at this time, control t1m1ng 

Aug. 30, 2000 (JP) .................................... .. 2000-260214 adjusting means (9), (19), (11) 81011115t the timing for COH 
trolling the distortion amount by distortion amount control 

Publication Classi?cation means (D/A converters (7), (8) in the illustrated embodi 
ments) so that the distortion occurring in the ampli?er (4) 

(51) Int. Cl.7 ..................................................... .. H03F 1/26 may be compensated suf?ciently. 
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DISTORTION COMPENSATION APPARATUS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention relates to a distortion com 
pensation apparatus for compensating distortion occurring 
in an ampli?er, and more particularly to a distortion com 
pensation apparatus for realizing distortion compensation of 
high precision, by adjusting the timing for controlling the 
amount of distortion generated on a signal to be provided for 
the ampli?er. 

[0003] 2. Description of the Related Art 

[0004] For example, in a mobile Wireless communication 
system such as cellular phone system, in order to assure 
Wireless communication With a mobile station existing at an 
end of an area (cell) covered by a base station, and in order 
to realiZe Wireless transmission of signals simultaneously to 
plural mobile stations (plural users) from the base station 
depending on the status of communication, the base station 
is required to send signals by a large poWer. Similarly, in a 
repeater station (repeating ampli?er) for receiving Wireless 
transmitted signals from the base station, amplifying these 
signals, and sending the ampli?ed signals to mobile stations 
by Wireless transmission, it is also required to send signals 
by a large poWer. 

[0005] Accordingly, in such a base station or a repeater 
station, signals to be transmitted (for example, modulated 
Waves) are ampli?ed to a desired level by means of a (large) 
poWer ampli?er (PA) capable of covering a physical distance 
up to an end of the cell. In such an ampli?er, hoWever, 
nonlinear response (AM-AM conversion or AM-PM con 
version) characteristic may take place near the critical point 
(saturation point) of element, and a nonlinear distortion may 
occur. 

[0006] For example, Radio LaW demands Wireless com 
munication service providers to regulate the band limit 
strictly in order to eliminate effects betWeen different ser 
vices of Wireless communication offered by using adjacent 
bands. 

[0007] As a method of compensating nonlinear distortion 
occurring in the ampli?er, hitherto, it Was proposed to use a 
predistorter type compensation system for compensating the 
nonlinear distortion by generating a distortion having 
reverse characteristic to the nonlinear distortion occurring in 
the ampli?er (that is, the distortion to cancel the nonlinear 
distortion) in a prior stage. 

[0008] Other methods of compensating nonlinear distor 
tion include, for example, feed-forWard type distortion com 
pensation system and negative feedback type distortion 
compensation system. In the feed-forWard type distortion 
compensation system, the operation is advantageously 
stable, but it is required to extract a distortion component 
(occurring in the main ampli?er) in the distortion detecting 
loop, and to amplify the distortion component by a sub 
ampli?er in the distortion compensation loop and subtract 
the ampli?ed signal from the output signal of the main 
ampli?er, and hence there are problems that the circuit is 
complicated, and the poWer source efficiency is loWered by 
the sub ampli?er. By contrast, in the predistorter type 
distortion compensation system, the structure is relatively 
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simple, and a sub ampli?er is not needed, and it is hence 
advantageous in both circuit scale and poWer source ef? 
ciency. 

[0009] An example of (distortion compensation) amplify 
ing device having a predistorter for compensating distortion 
by such a predistorter type distortion compensation system 
is explained beloW. 

[0010] FIG. 11 shoWs an example of circuitry of an 
amplifying device With a predistorter (ampli?er With pre 
distortion function), and the operation of this amplifying 
device is explained beloW by referring to the diagram. This 
amplifying device is installed in the transmission section of 
a base station or repeater station, and the signal to be 
transmitted (transmission signal) is entered from a transmit 
ter, and this signal is ampli?ed in the ampli?er, and sent out 
to an antenna. 

[0011] First, the signal to be transmitted Which is issued 
from the transmitter is put into this predistortion circuit, and 
the signal is distributed into tWo, and one distribution signal 
is fed into delay means 81, and other distribution signal is 
fed into a level detector 85. 

[0012] FIG. 12 shoWs an example of spectrum of a signal 
in an input stage from the transmitter to the amplifying 
device, in Which the axis of abscissas denotes the signal 
frequency [kHZ], and the axis of ordinates indicates the 
signal level by poWer ratio [dB]. As shoWn in the diagram, 
at this stage, there is no distortion by a predistorter (a 
variable attenuator 82 and a variable phase shifter 83) or no 
distortion by an ampli?er 84, and hence the spectrum shoWs 
a loW level of an unnecessary signal out of the band of use. 

[0013] The delay means 81 delays the input signal (one 
distribution signal), and sends to the variable attenuator 82. 

[0014] The variable attenuator 82 changes (attenuates) the 
amplitude of the signal entered from the delay means 81, 
depending on the (analog) control signal entered from a D/A 
converter 88 described beloW to generate an amplitude 
distortion in an amount corresponding to the control signal 
to the input signal, and sends this signal (including ampli 
tude distortion) to the variable phase shifter 83. 

[0015] The variable phase shifter 83 changes the phase of 
the signal entered from the variable attenuator 82 depending 
on the (analog) control signal entered from a D/A converter 
89 described beloW to generate a phase distortion in an 
amount corresponding to the control signal to the input 
signal, and sends this signal (including phase distortion) to 
the ampli?er 84. 

[0016] In this example, the predistorter (predistortion gen 
erator) is composed of the variable attenuator 82 and vari 
able phase shifter 83 connected in series and control systems 
81, 85 to 90 for controlling them. 

[0017] The ampli?er 84 ampli?es the input signal from the 
variable phase shifter 83 to a desired level, and sends out the 
ampli?ed signal (from the amplifying device) to the antenna. 

[0018] FIG. 13 shoWs an example of spectrum of signal 
issued from the ampli?er 84 When the distortion is not 
compensated, in Which the axis of abscissas denotes the 
signal frequency [kHZ], and the axis of ordinates indicates 
the signal level by poWer ratio [dB]. As shoWn in the 
diagram, in this case, the spectrum shoWs there is a distor 
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tion component (leak power to adjacent channel) out of the 
band of use due to distortion occurring in the ampli?er 84. 

[0019] Such a distortion component can be compensated 
by generating distortion of reverse characteristic to the 
distortion occurring in the ampli?er 84 (amplitude distortion 
or phase distortion) by the predistorter (variable attenuator 
82 and variable phase shifter 83). 

[0020] FIG. 14 shoWs an example of spectrum of a signal 
issued from the ampli?er 84 When the distortion is compen 
sated by the predistorter, in Which the axis of abscissas 
denotes the signal frequency [kHZ], and the axis of ordinates 
indicates the signal level by poWer ratio [dB]. As shoWn in 
the diagram, in this case, the spectrum shoWs decrease of 
distortion component (leak poWer to adjacent channel) out 
of the band of use occurring in the ampli?er 84. 

[0021] The level detector 85 is composed of, for example, 
an envelope detector for detecting the envelope of a signal, 
a loW pass ?lter (LPF) for extracting a speci?c frequency 
component only about the detected envelope, and an A/D 
(analog/digital) converter for converting the detected enve 
lope component from analog to digital signal. The level 
detector 85, having such structure, detects the level (for 
example, poWer level) of the input signal (other distribution 
signal), and issues the result of detection to a controller 90 
by a digital value. 

[0022] Distortion extracting means 86 is composed of, for 
example, a directional coupler, and extracts distortion (for 
example, part of the ampli?ed signal) included in the ampli 
?ed signal issued from the ampli?er 84, and sends out to the 
controller 90. 

[0023] A clock source 87 generates a clock signal of a 
speci?ed period, and issues and supplies the clock signal to 
the level detector 85 or each processing unit for digital 
processing such as tWo D/A converters 88, 89 described 
beloW. 

[0024] The D/A (digital/analog) converter 88 converts the 
digital control signal entered from the controller 90 
described beloW into an analog control signal, according to 
the timing corresponding to the clock signal entered from 
the clock source 87, and issues it to the variable attenuator 
82. This control signal is for controlling the amplitude 
change amount (that is, the amount of amplitude distortion 
to be generated) in the variable attenuator 82. 

[0025] The D/A converter 89 converts the digital control 
signal entered from the controller 90 described beloW into an 
analog control signal, according to the timing corresponding 
to the clock signal entered from the clock source 87, and 
issues it to the variable phase shifter 83. This control signal 
is for controlling the phase change amount (that is, the 
amount of phase distortion to be generated) in the variable 
phase shifter 83. 

[0026] The controller 90 is composed of, for example, a 
digital signal processor (DSP). On the basis of the detection 
result (detected level) entered from the level detector 85, the 
controller 90 sends a digital control signal for realiZing the 
amplitude change amount corresponding to the detection 
result to the D/A converter 88 from the variable attenuator 
82, and sends the digital control signal for realiZing the 
phase change amount corresponding to the detection result 
to the D/A converter 89 from the variable phase shifter 83. 
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[0027] More speci?cally, in the nonlinear characteristic of 
the ampli?er 84, since the level of the output signal is not 
linear to the level of the input signal (AM-AM conversion), 
amplitude distortion occurs, and since the phase of the 
output signal is not linear to the level of the input signal 
(AM-PM conversion), phase distortion occurs, and the 
amount of the generated amplitude distortion or phase 
distortion varies depending on the level of the signal pro 
vided for the ampli?er 84 (the level of the input signal, the 
level of the output signal). Accordingly, the controller 90 
generates an amplitude distortion of the amount for cancel 
ing the amplitude distortion generated in the ampli?er 84 by 
the variable attenuator 82, on the basis of the result of 
detection by the level detector 85 Which is the level re?ect 
ing the level of the signal provided for the ampli?er 84, and 
generates the phase distortion of the amount for canceling 
the phase distortion occurring in the ampli?er 84 by the 
variable phase shifter 83. 

[0028] For example, the correction amplitude distortion 
characteristic (the characteristic reverse to the amplitude 
distortion) for compensating the amplitude distortion occur 
ring in the ampli?er 84 and the correction phase distortion 
characteristic (the characteristic reverse to the phase distor 
tion) for compensating the phase distortion occurring in the 
ampli?er 84 are preliminarily calculated (or measured), and 
a correction table storing the control value relating to the 
amplitude distortion and the control value relating to the 
phase distortion corresponding to each other, for example, 
With respect to the value of detection result by the level 
detector 85 is saved in the memory of the controller 90. In 
this case, the controller 90 reads out the control value 
relating to the amplitude distortion and the control value 
relating to the phase distortion corresponding to the value of 
the detection result entered from the level detector 85 from 
the correction table, and issues these tWo control values to 
the respective D/A converters 88, 89 as digital control signal 
for controlling the variable attenuator 82 and digital control 
signal for controlling the variable phase shifter 83. 

[0029] The controller 90 detects the level (for example, 
poWer level) of the distortion component (signal component 
out of band of use) from the signal entered, for example, 
from the distortion extracting means 86, and can update the 
content of the correction table so that the level to be detected 
may be smaller (preferably minimum), that is, the distortion 
compensation amount may be larger, thereby enhancing the 
precision of distortion compensation. 

[0030] The delay means 81 has the role of compensating 
the time difference (delay time) of the timing of the one 
distribution signal processed by the variable attenuator 82 or 
variable phase shifter 83, and the timing of the control signal 
corresponding to the level of the other distribution signal 
entering the variable attenuator 82 or variable phase shifter 
83 from the controller 90 through the D/A converters 88, 89 
(ideally the role of matching these tWo timings). 

[0031] That is, When generating distortion (amplitude dis 
tortion, phase distortion) by the variable attenuator 82 or 
variable phase shifter 83 in a certain signal portion of the 
input signal, the variable attenuator 82 or variable phase 
shifter 83 must be controlled by a control signal depending 
on the level of the corresponding signal portion (not other 
signal portion), and the delay means 81 is provided for 
compensating the timing of such processing. 
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[0032] However, in the delay means 81 as shown in FIG. 
11, for example, it is disadvantageously hard to adjust the 
delay time ?nely (precisely), and if the delay time becomes 
longer, the precision of distortion compensation deteriorates. 

[0033] These defects are described in detail. 

[0034] That is, in the delay means 81, it is necessary to 
adjust the delay time occurring in a physical Wiring path, 
aside from the delay time taken for processing of D/A 
conversion of the digital control signal depending on the 
detection result by detecting the level of the other distribu 
tion signal. 

[0035] As a result of investigation of, for instance, an 
amplifying device assumed by the present inventors (hoW 
ever, this is an example, and the invention is not limited to 
this example), for adjustment of delay time, it is required to 
adjust in the order of 500 psec (picoseconds or 10'12 
seconds). When this delay time is adjusted by a semi-rigid 
cable, a cable of about 10 cm is used. Generally, it is about 
30 to 40 cm from end to end of an electronic device (circuit) 
board, and the distance of about 10 cm corresponds to a 
delay time easily occurring due to layout of Wiring. 

[0036] Besides, such delay time also varies depending on, 
for example, the parasitic capacity of the board, or indi 
vidual difference of devices. In other Words, it Was hitherto 
required to adjust the delay time by controlling the cable 
length every time manufacturing the device (for example, 
the amplifying device shoWn in FIG. 11). Moreover, this 
delay time varies With, for example, temperature character 
istics of electronic devices, and the delay time is changed 
(more or less) When the temperature varies. This delay time 
also varies With the duration of use (aging effects). 

[0037] Thus, such adjustment of delay time is a very 
important element in manufacture of the device, and it Was 
hitherto dif?cult to adjust the delay time in a very small unit, 
and if a difficult adjustment is done in a very long time, the 
device becomes very expensive. 

[0038] The folloWing example shoWs a result of computer 
simulation about the effect of the adjustment error of delay 
time on the distortion compensation by a predistorter. 

[0039] In this example, a single carrier of 5 MHZ band is 
used, and the condition about the Waveform of the signal to 
be transmitted conforms to, for example, the speci?cation of 
3GPP (3rd Generation Partnership Project), that is, the 
number of users is 50, and the roll-off rate of the ?lter for 
limiting the band of the signal is 0.22. 

[0040] Parameters for investigating the level of distortion 
component include third-degree mutual modulation compo 
nent (1M3), ?fth-degree mutual modulation component 
(IMS), and others, but in this example, for the sake of 
simplicity of explanation, the level of distortion component 
is expressed by the adjacent channel poWer ratio (ACPR) 
[dBc] shoWing the level of poWer leaking to a band adjacent 
to the band of use. 

[0041] Speci?cally, FIG. 15 shoWs an example of a result 
of computer simulation about the effect of the delay time (a 
relative delay time of a system for processing one distribu 
tion signal and a system for processing the other distribution 
signal) on the correction (compensation) of amplitude dis 
tortion, in Which the axis of abscissas denotes the (relative) 
delay time [><2 nsec (nanoseconds or 10'9 seconds)] (for 
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instance, graduation 2 indicates 4 nsec), and the axis of 
ordinates represents the level of distortion component 
expressed by the adjacent channel poWer ratio (ACPR) 
[dBc]. In this simulation, the delay time about the correction 
of phase distortion (for example, by variable phase shifter 
83) is supposed to be Zero. 

[0042] Moreover, FIG. 16 shoWs an example of a result of 
computer simulation about the effect of the (relative) delay 
time on the correction (compensation) of phase distortion, in 
Which the axis of abscissas denotes the (relative) delay time 
[><2 nsec], and the axis of ordinates represents the level of 
distortion component expressed by the adjacent channel 
poWer ratio (ACPR) [dBc]. In this simulation, the delay time 
about the correction of amplitude distortion (for example, by 
variable phase shifter 83) is supposed to be Zero. 

[0043] As shoWn in FIG. 15, the effect of the delay time 
on compensation of amplitude distortion is relatively small, 
but as shoWn in FIG. 16, the effect of delay time on 
compensation of phase distortion is relatively large, and 
anyWay the ACPR deteriorates as the delay time (or its 
adjustment error) becomes larger. 

[0044] Herein, the reason Why the effect of delay time is 
greater on compensation of phase distortion than on com 
pensation of amplitude distortion is that, generally, the gain 
variation is smaller in the amplitude distortion (AM-AM 
conversion) in the ampli?er but the gain variation amount is 
larger in the phase distortion (AM-PM conversion) in the 
ampli?er. That is, concerning the phase distortion in the 
ampli?er, since its variation Width is large, the precision of 
compensation (ACPR, in this case) changes signi?cantly if 
the delay time is deviated only slightly. 

[0045] Numerical values presented as a result of computer 
simulation shoWn in FIG. 15 and FIG. 16 are considered to 
vary depending, for example, on the amplifying devices 
used in simulation, but the tendency of the compensation of 
phase distortion having a larger effect of delay time as 
compared With the compensation of amplitude distortion 
seems to be same as the result of this simulation. 

[0046] The invention is devised to solve these conven 
tional problems, and it is hence an object thereof to provide 
a distortion compensation apparatus capable of realiZing 
distortion compensation of high precision by adjusting the 
delay time ?nely (precisely) as mentioned above and adjust 
ing the timing for controlling the amount of distortion 
generated on the signal provided for the ampli?er ?nely 
(precisely), When compensating the distortion occurring in 
the ampli?er. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0047] To achieve the object, in the distortion compensa 
tion apparatus of the invention, distortion occurring the 
ampli?er is compensated in the folloWing manner. 

[0048] That is, in the distortion generating means for 
generating distortion of at least one of amplitude and phase 
on the signal to be provided for the ampli?er, the signal level 
detecting means detects the level of the signal provided for 
the ampli?er, and the distortion amount control means 
controls the amount of distortion to be generated by the 
distortion generating means on the basis of the level detected 
by the signal level detecting means, and the control timing 
adjusting means adjusts the timing for controlling the 
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amount of distortion by the distortion amount control means 
so that the distortion occurring in the ampli?er may be 
compensated suf?ciently. 

[0049] Therefore, by a novel method of adjustment of 
adjusting the timing for controlling the amount of distortion 
generated on the signal provided for the ampli?er, for 
example, the timing can be adjusted ?nely (precisely), so 
that distortion compensation of high precision is realiZed. 

[0050] The ampli?er as the object of distortion compen 
sation is not particularly limited, and, for example, the 
ampli?er may be also composed of plural ampli?ers. The 
invention is intended to compensate the amplitude distortion 
or phase distortion occurring in such an ampli?er. 

[0051] The degree of compensation of distortion occurring 
in the ampli?er is preferred to be enough to decrease the 
distortion to Zero, but in the invention it is not alWays 
intended to decrease the distortion to Zero, but it is enough 
to decrease the distortion substantially. 

[0052] To generate distortion by distortion generating 
means on the signal provided for the ampli?er, for eXample, 
distortion may be generated on the signal before being 
ampli?ed by the ampli?er, or distortion may be also gener 
ated on the signal after being ampli?ed by the ampli?er. 

[0053] The distortion generating means is preferred to 
have both a function of generating amplitude distortion and 
a function of generating phase distortion, but it may be also 
composed to have a function of generating amplitude dis 
tortion only or a function of generating phase distortion only. 

[0054] To detect the level of the signal provided for the 
ampli?er by the signal level detecting means, for eXample, 
the level of the signal before being ampli?ed by the ampli?er 
may be detected, or the level of the signal after being 
ampli?ed by the ampli?er may be detected. 

[0055] The level to be detected is not limited, and, for 
eXample, the level of signal amplitude or the level of signal 
poWer (usually proportional to the square of the amplitude) 
may be detected. 

[0056] The distortion amount control means controls the 
amount of distortion to be generated by the distortion 
generating means so that the amount of distortion (distortion 
of reverse characteristic to the distortion occurring in the 
ampli?er) enough to cancel the amount of distortion (ampli 
tude distortion or phase distortion) occurring in the ampli?er 
may be generated by the distortion generating means. The 
amount of distortion (amplitude distortion or phase distor 
tion) occurring in the ampli?er may be estimated, for 
eXample, from the level detected by the signal level detect 
ing means. 

[0057] The degree of compensation of distortion occurring 
in the ampli?er by the control timing adjusting means is not 
particularly de?ned, various degrees may be employed as 
described above and if the distortion is not compensated to 
Zero, it is enough as far as the distortion compensation is 
realiZed at a practically effective efficiency. 

[0058] Adjustment of timing for controlling the amount of 
distortion by the distortion control means by the control 
timing adjusting means corresponds to the adjustment of 
delay time in the prior art. 
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[0059] The control timing adjusting means is preferred to 
adjust the timing (alWays or periodically) for controlling the 
amount of distortion by the distortion amount control means 
so that the amount of compensation may be large, for 
eXample, by detecting alWays (or, for eXample, periodically) 
the amount of compensation of distortion occurring in the 
ampli?er, but it may be also composed to set (or ?X) the 
adjustment time preliminarily so that the distortion occur 
ring in the ampli?er may be compensated substantially. 

[0060] In the distortion compensation apparatus of the 
invention, preferably, the distortion generating means is 
composed of a circuit (an amplitude changing circuit or a 
phase changing circuit) for changing the amount of distor 
tion (amplitude distortion or phase distortion) occurring 
depending on the analog control signal entered from outside 
(herein, D/A converting means as described later). 

[0061] The distortion amount control means is composed 
of D/A converting means for converting a digital control 
signal into an analog control signal, and issuing it at a timing 
depending on a timing signal entered from outside (herein, 
the control timing adjusting means), and controls the amount 
of distortion (amplitude distortion or phase distortion) gen 
erated by the distortion generating means by sending a 
digital control signal to the distortion generating means 
through this D/A converting means. 

[0062] The control timing adjusting means is composed of 
clock signal generating means for generating a clock signal 
of a predetermined period, and timing signal generating 
means for generating a timing signal adjusted of timing from 
the clock signal generated by this clock signal generating 
means, and adjusts the timing for controlling the amount of 
distortion by the distortion amount control means by sending 
a timing signal generated by the timing signal generating 
means to the D/A converting means. 

[0063] In the distortion compensation apparatus of the 
invention, preferably, the distortion amount control means 
further includes memory means for storing control value 
(the control value for controlling the amount of distortion 
(amplitude distortion or phase distortion) generated by the 
distortion generating means) in correspondence to the signal 
level, and controls the amount of distortion (amplitude 
distortion or phase distortion) generated by the distortion 
generating means by sending the control value correspond 
ing to the level detected by the signal level detecting means 
to the distortion generating means through the D/A convert 
ing means as a digital control signal from the memory 
means. 

[0064] In the distortion compensation apparatus of the 
invention, preferably, the timing signal generating means is 
composed of a variable ampli?er for amplifying a clock 
signal generated by the clock signal generating means by a 
variable gain, and a limiter for limiting the level to a 
predetermined level and issuing if the level of the signal 
provided for the variable ampli?er is more than a predeter 
mined threshold, and adjusts the gain of the variable ampli 
?er so that the output signal from the limiter adjusted of 
timing of level limiting is issued as a timing signal. 

[0065] Herein, the predetermined threshold may be any 
one of various values depending on, for eXample, the status 
of use of the apparatus. 
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[0066] The predetermined level is also not speci?ed, and, 
for example, the predetermined threshold (its same level) 
may be used. 

[0067] In the distortion compensation apparatus of the 
invention, preferably, the timing signal generating means is 
composed of a comparator for producing an ON signal by 
using a variable threshold When the level of the clock signal 
generated by the clock signal generating means is more than 
the threshold, and producing an OFF signal When the level 
of the clock signal is less than the threshold, and adjusts the 
threshold of the comparator so that the output signal from 
the comparator adjusted of on/off timing is issued as a timing 
signal. 

[0068] Herein, the predetermined threshold may be any 
one of various values depending on, for example, the status 
of use of the apparatus. 

[0069] For example, in the case of a digital signal com 
posed of value 1 and value 0, the ON signal corresponds to 
value 1 signal (or value 0 signal), and the OFF signal 
corresponds to value 0 signal (or value 1 signal). 

[0070] In the distortion compensation apparatus of the 
invention, preferably, the timing signal generating means is 
composed of a limiter for limiting the level to a predeter 
mined level and issuing by using a variable threshold if the 
level of the clock signal generated by the clock signal 
generating means is more than the threshold, and adjusts the 
threshold of the limiter so that the output signal from the 
limiter adjusted of timing of level limiting is issued as a 
timing signal. 

[0071] Herein, the predetermined threshold may be any 
one of various values depending on, for example, the status 
of use of the apparatus. 

[0072] The predetermined level may include various lev 
els, and, for example, the predetermined threshold (its same 
level) may be used. 

[0073] In the distortion compensation apparatus of the 
invention, preferably, the duty (the ratio of occupation of ON 
state in the signal composed of ON state and OFF state) of 
the timing signal can be varied by using a ?ip-?op. 

[0074] That is, the timing signal generating means further 
includes a ?ip-?op for receiving an output signal adjusted of 
timing (output signal from the limiter or comparator), and 
issuing a signal changed in the duty of the signal, and the 
output signal from the ?ip-?op is issued as a timing signal. 

[0075] In the distortion compensation apparatus of the 
invention, preferably, the duty of the timing signal can be 
changed by using a ?ip-?op, and also the timing of the 
timing signal can be adjusted (in a Wider range) by using a 
selector. 

[0076] That is, the timing signal generating means further 
includes a ?ip-?op for receiving an output signal adjusted of 
timing (output signal from the limiter or comparator), and 
issuing a signal changed in the duty of the signal and a signal 
inverted in on/off sWitching of the signal (that is, the signal 
changed in the duty of the output signal and inverted in 
on/off sWitching), and a selector for selecting and issuing 
one of the tWo signals produced from the ?ip-?op, and the 
output signal from the selector is issued as a timing signal. 
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[0077] In the distortion compensation apparatus of the 
invention, preferably, the distortion generating means is 
composed of series connection of a variable attenuator for 
generating amplitude distortion to the signal by varying the 
amplitude of the signal provided for the ampli?er, and a 
variable phase shifter for generating phase distortion to the 
signal by varying the phase of the signal provided for the 
ampli?er. 
[0078] The distortion amount control means controls the 
amount of amplitude distortion generated by the variable 
attenuator by controlling the amplitude change amount by 
the variable attenuator, and controls the amount of phase 
distortion generated by the variable phase shifter by con 
trolling the phase change amount generated by the variable 
phase shifter. 

[0079] The control timing adjusting means deviates the 
timing of controlling the amount of amplitude distortion by 
the distortion amount control means and the timing for 
controlling the amount of phase distortion by the distortion 
amount control means (for example, by the time correspond 
ing to the deviation), depending on the lag betWeen the 
timing of the signal (the signal provided for the ampli?er) 
processed by the variable attenuator and the timing of the 
signal processed by the variable phase shifter. 

[0080] Herein, the sequence of connection of the means 
for generating amplitude distortion to the signal provided for 
the ampli?er (herein, variable attenuator) and the means for 
generating phase distortion to the signal (herein, variable 
phase shifter) is not speci?ed, that is, amplitude distortion 
may be generated ?rst and then phase distortion later on the 
signal, or phase distortion may be generated ?rst and then 
amplitude distortion later on the signal. 

[0081] The distortion compensation apparatus of the 
invention is, preferably, installed in a Wireless transmission 
apparatus for transmitting signals by Wireless means, and 
compensates the distortion occurring in the ampli?er for 
amplifying the signal to be transmitted by the Wireless 
transmission apparatus, and the control timing adjusting 
means adjusts the timing for controlling the amount of 
distortion by the distortion amount control means, Within an 
error in the unit of seconds of less than the value of a 
reciprocal number of the 8-times value of the band of the 
signal to be transmitted (for example, the value of the carrier 
frequency interval multiplied by the number of carriers). 

[0082] The Wireless transmission apparatus may be any 
apparatus, and preferably the base station or repeater station 
(repeating ampli?er) in mobile Wireless communication 
system may be used. The Wireless transmission apparatus is 
not limited to the apparatus having Wireless transmission 
function only, but may include an apparatus having both 
Wireless transmission function and Wireless reception func 
tion (that is, Wireless communication apparatus). 

[0083] The value of 8 times corresponds to the number of 
over-samplings, and the value is preferred to be 8 or more as 
shoWn above. 

[0084] More speci?cally, the error due to timing adjust 
ment is explained by referring to an example of computer 
simulation result shoWn in FIG. 15 and FIG. 16, as an 
example of digital predistortion. Ideally, an optimum dis 
tortion compensation (distortion elimination) is realiZed 
When the (relative) delay time shoWn in the prior art is Zero, 
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but herein, considering an actual apparatus (causing a certain 
error), it is investigated if effective distortion compensation 
is realized by decreasing the delay time by hoW much by 
referring to the formulas and examples of computer simu 
lation result mentioned above. 

[0085] Generally, in predistortion, distortion is generated 
by the envelope of the signal (the signal to be ampli?ed) 
entered in the ampli?er. In the ampli?er, nonlinear operation 
of Am-AM conversion and AM-PM conversion is carried 
out by the device, and it is the cause of distortion. Herein, 
the AM-AM conversion shoWs a phenomenon in Which the 
gain of the ampli?er is not constant When the level of the 
input signal is large, and the AM-PM conversion shoWs a 
phenomenon in Which the phase (output phase) of the signal 
issued from the ampli?er is changed depending on the level 
of the input signal. 

[0086] Herein, the input signal is a signal to be ampli?ed, 
and the band of the signal to be ampli?ed is expressed as 
shoWn in formula 1. The carrier frequency interval is the 
frequency interval for detuning adjacent carriers, for 
example, in the multi-carrier signal (having plural carrier 
frequencies). For example, in the present speci?cation of 
3GPP, the carrier frequency interval is 5 MHZ. The number 
of carriers is the number of carriers included in the multi 
carrier signal (differing in frequency). For example, in the 
single carrier transmission, the number of carriers=1. 

Band of signal to be ampli?ed=carrier frequency inter 
valxnumber of carriers (1) 

[0087] Assuming, for example, a multi-carrier signal of 
four carriers (carrier signal=1), in this case, the band Width 
of the signal to be ampli?ed is 20 MHZ (5 MHZ><4 carriers). 

[0088] In digital predistortion, predistortion is executed 
depending on the ?uctuation of the envelope of the input 
signal. According to the generally knoWn sampling theorem, 
in order to folloW up accurately the ?uctuation of envelope 
of input signal, it is required to execute sampling of 2 times 
or more of the signal band Width. 

[0089] That is, the operation period Ts [sec] of the digital 
circuit required in this case is expressed in formula 2. As the 
number of over-samplings, a numerical value of 2 or more 
is set. 

Ts=1/(band of signal to be ampli?edxnumber of over 
samplings) (2) 

[0090] For example, in the case of band of signal to be 
ampli?ed of 5 MHZ and 4-times sampling (number of 
over-samplings=4), Ts is 50 (=1/2o MHZ) [nsec]. In this case, 
as over-sampling, it means to folloW up (to sample) at a 
speed of 4 times on the envelope ?uctuating at a speed of 5 
MHZ. 

[0091] In this case, the maximum value of a relative delay 
error (delay time) is 25.0 nsec (half of 50 nsec). That is, in 
the digital system, Which operates on the clock, for example, 
by inverting the on/off state of the clock signal in 50 nsec 
period composed of ON state (for example, value 1) and 
OFF state (for example, value 0), and selectively using the 
normal clock signal (non-inverted clock signal) and inverted 
clock signal selectively, it is possible to adjust the delay time 
in the unit of 25.0 nsec, that is, half value of the period. 

[0092] The example of a result of computer simulation 
shoWn in FIG. 15 and FIG. 16 is discussed beloW. As stated 
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above, since the AM-PM conversion is more likely to have 
the effect of delay time as compared With the AM-AM 
conversion, it is discussed herein on the basis of the example 
of result of computer simulation about AM-PM conversion 
shoWn in FIG. 16. 

[0093] Suppose the ACPR required in this system is, for 
example, —65 dBc (the standard is —60 dBc and there is a 
margin of 5 dB). In this case, referring to FIG. 16, the 
alloWable relative delay error is about —4 nsec to +2 nsec on 
the basis of the ideal point (the point Where the relative delay 
time is Zero). That is, the alloWable ?uctuation range is 6 
nsec, there is no problem as far as the delay time is less than 
this range. 

[0094] For example, assuming a system of 4-times sam 
pling by using a single carrier, delay time T1 adjustable by 
a clock signal (of normal rotation only) is expressed in 
formula 3, and delay time T2 adjustable When using also a 
clock signal of inverse rotation is expressed in formula 4. 

T1 = l / (signal band ><number of over- samplings) (3) 

= / (5 MHz X4) 

= 50 nsec 

T2 = T] / 2 (4) 

= 25 nsec 

[0095] Discussing the adjustable delay time T2 shoWn in 
formula 4, the time unit for adjusting for realiZing ACPR of 
—65 dBc is Within 6 nsec, and hence it is required to adjust 
by the digital clock and adjust the delay time at a precision 
of 8 times. 

[0096] Summing them up, to realiZe ACPR of —65 dBc, 
the time unit T3 to be adjusted is shoWn in formula 5. In the 
formula, n denotes the value of the number of over-sam 
plings (4 in this example), and 8 is the required precision 
acquired by computer simulation. 

nsec/2 =3.125 nsec (5) 

[0097] Suppose the ACPR required in the system is 
about —60 dBc. 

[0098] In this case, referring to FIG. 16, the alloWable 
relative delay error is about —8 nsec to +6 nsec, on the basis 
of the ideal point (the point Where the relative delay time is 
Zero). That is, the alloWable ?uctuation range is 14 nsec, so 
that it is enough to adjust the delay time Within an error of 
14 nsec. 

[0099] Similarly, to realiZe ACPR of —60 dBc, the time 
unit T4 to be adjusted is shoWn in formula 6. In the formula 
6, When the number of over-samplings is 4, the clock 
inversion is used, and further by adjustment of delay time at 
a precision of 2 times, it means that the desired ACPR is 
achieved. 

1/2=12.5 nsec (6) 

[0100] Further, suppose the ACPR required in the system 
is, for example, —55 dBc. Herein, ACPR=—55 dBc corre 
sponds, in the 3GPP standard, to alloWable next adjacent 
























