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(57) ABSTRACT 

Hierarchical semiconductor structure design is disclosed. 
One aspect of the invention is a computerized system that 
includes a semiconductor structure (such as a semiconductor 

test structure) and a basic atom. The system also includes a 
hierarchy of abstractions ordered from highest to loWest. 
Each abstraction relates a plurality of instances of an imme 
diately loWer abstraction; the highest abstraction corre 
sponds to the structure, and the loWest abstraction corre 
sponds to the basic atom. A plurality of sets of parameters 
also is included Within the system, Where each set of 
parameters corresponds to an instance of an abstraction. 
Changing one of the set of parameters for an instance 
changes at least one of the set of parameters for an instance 
of an immediately loWer abstraction. 
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CIA Basic atom cell derived from cl cell, but having no caps, symmetric conts and 
surrounds, and full control of pad and cont align 

Cl_l A variant of C1 with two implant show layers, but no x or y shadow control 

C1_2 A variant of Cl with three implant shadow layers, but no x or y shadow control 

ClB Within this basic atom cell, the metal is aligned over the layer and the contacts 
are aligned within the metal. Contacts align within the intersection of the metal 
and base layers. 

ClB_l A variation of C18 with three implant layers 

L1 A basic atom cell having lx, ly and layer only 

LIA A basic atom cell having 1x, ly and layer, and two shadow layers for implant 
masks, but no x or y shadow control 

LlB Similar to MA by with x and y control over implant layer surrounds 

Ll C Like LIA but with three shadow implant layers 

LID A “repeat in Y” version of L1 C, useful for “?nger” type structures with implants 

LIE A base layer with two other tag layers attached to it — tag layers shift but cannot 
shadow 

LlF A derivative of HE with only one tag layer 

L1G A base layer having four other tag layers; an extension of LID 

Ml An Mbit shaped active area atom with forty-?ve degree angles built in 

J l A jog line with a variable angle 

S1 A jog line structure built up with on-giid staggers on an angled line 

Tl A triangle shaped tom 

TlD A down triangle version of T1 

TlU An up triangle version of T1 
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Bipolar_0l Bipolar rectangle xor with center/ring diff]. and ring diff2 
contChain,_01 Contact Chain with Slots on contacts 
CornerCap_0l A capacitor structure similiar to CornerDiode_0l but with gate 
CornerDiode_01 Diode structure which maximizes number of corners 
CornerDiode_0 l__Z-\ Like CornerDiode_0l but uses Pad_O3__B with 2 implant layers 
Diode_0l Area diode with option for 3 implant layers 
Diode__Dl_A Like Diode__0l but with Pad_D3_A and pad shift options 
Diode_01_~B Like Diode_0l_A but with Pad_03_B and 2 implant layers 
Diode_02 Spider type interdiq finger diode structure - 3 imp layers/pad 
-Diode_02_A Like Diode__02 but with Pad_03_A and pad shift options 
Diode_02_B Like Diode_O2_A but with Pad_03__B 
Diode__03 Like Diode_01 but with contact options on active area ' 
DRC__Ol DRC check structure — steps layer above base in fixed incs 
DRC__O1_25 Links 5 DRC__01 structures together 
FTran_0l Field Transistor with opts for inter/intra well ml/mZ/polygate 
F'I‘ran_02 Field Transistor with 2 devices and implant options 
GateCap__O1 Rectangular active with poly gate / Options for Nwell/TieDown 
GateCap_O2 Rectangular active with gate/option for 3 imp layers/pad 
GateCap_03 Finger base layer with gate/option for 3 imp layers/pad 
GateCap_04 Copy of GateCap__02 but with pad on active area as well as gate 
HSGateShorts_0l Mac structure with horseshoe gates on 4 sides-Q pads 
InterDiq__01 Interdigitated finger structure - one half 
InterDig__01__right Interdigitated finger structure — one half — right side only-nopad 

InterDiq_0l_left Interdigitated finger structure —- one half — left side only-nopad 
InterDig_02 Fully interdiqitated finger structure " 
IncerDiq__03 Fully inter?igitated finger structure wi th intertwining snake 
InterDig__04 Spider type interdiqitated finger structure-impls on spine-xxx 
Kelvin_0l Four terminal Kelvin Contact monitor with implant layer 
Latchup_01 Basic Latchup with Well/Sub Ties/Guard Bars/Active/Nwell 
LineWidth__01 Resistor structure useful for OPC characterization/shorts opts 
Links_01 Structure to form metal links on contact chain arrays 
Links_02 A structure to horizontally link up five(max) blocks center to cen 
ter 
Links__03 A structure to vertically link up eight-.(max) blocks to a center ha 
se line 
MAC_0l Two sided misaliqn contact structure/with implant options/pad 
MAC_02 Three Sided misalign contact/with implant/pad options 
MAC__03 An array of MAC_0l structures 
MBit_0l A quarter quadrant MBI'I‘ built for the ‘164 
MBit_0l_4Q A full MBit consisting of 4 MBit_01's 
0PC_01 FeatureSize/LineSize Array for OPC characterization 
Pad__0l Metal Bond Pad 
Pad_02 Metal/Base Layer Bond Pad with Base and Tap Options 
Pad_03 Complex pad with m1/m2-tab—base/cont/tab options 
Pad_03__A Derived from Pad__03. Allows for Nwell options _ 
Pad__03_B Derived from Pad_03_A. Allows for 2 Implant layers on pads 
ProxTran_0l Proximity transistor — variable gate mum/gate test — SV'I' 
Res4__0l Four terminal resistor structure-InLine Pads-CellH/W 
Res4_02 Like Res4__0l but with 2 implant shadow layers through LIA 
Res2___01 Two terminal resistor structure 
SnakeRes__0l Snake shaped resistor structure — also used in lnterDig__O3 
Tran_0l I-‘l‘ype transistor with Well/TieDown/LIF options 
Tran_02 Non I-Type transistor with Well/TieDown/LIF/ConttoGateSp opts 
Tran_03 A very simple I type transistor — no wells, ties, diodes 
TranString_0l Links 4 Tran_03 cells. Options for pads/gatepad 
VDP 01 Four terminal VDP resistor-CoreSize/CellSize 
VDP:02 Four terminal VDP resistor with Implayer options-Coresize/cellsize 

HOG 
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HIERARCHIAL SEMICONDUCTOR DESIGN 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] This invention relates generally to the design of 
semiconductors, and more particularly to such design that is 
hierarchical in nature. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Semiconductor technology pervades most elec 
tronic devices today. Computers, televisions, videocassette 
recorders, cameras, etc., all use semiconductor integrated 
circuits to varying degrees. For example, the typical com 
puter includes microprocessors and dedicated controller 
integrated circuits (i.e., video controllers, audio controllers, 
etc.), as Well as memory, such as dynamic random-access 
memory. The design of semiconductors, therefore, is a 
crucial consideration of the design of almost any electronic 
device. 

[0003] One type of semiconductor design is the design of 
semiconductor test structures. A semiconductor integrated 
circuit, for example, must be able to operate in a variety of 
different conditions (varying temperatures, for example), 
and perform Within a variety of different speci?cations (i.e., 
speed, poWer consumption, etc.). Semiconductor test struc 
tures are therefore utiliZed to ensure that various compo 
nents of a given semiconductor Will perform according to 
speci?cation in different conditions. Test structures are not 
integrated circuits sold to end consumers as part of an 
electronic device, but rather are used internally to ascertain 
that the end products Will perform correctly. 

[0004] To aid in the design of semiconductors in general, 
and the design of semiconductor test structures in particular, 
softWare such as Design FrameWork II (DF2), available 
from Cadence Design Systems, Inc., has been developed. 
DF2, for example, includes an editor that permits a designer 
to place various components over a semiconductor substrate 
as necessary. DF2 also provides for a degree of ?exibility in 
the design of such components. Speci?cally, DF2 includes 
parameteriZed cells, or pcells, that alloW the designer to 
create customiZed instances of a pcell every time the pcell is 
placed on a layer. For example, a transistor can be created 
and have parameters assigned thereto to provide for control 
of its Width, length, and number of gates. When instances of 
the transistor are placed on the layer, different values may be 
assigned to each of these parameters. According to the 
parameter values, each instance varies in siZe and compo 
sition. 

[0005] The pcell approach of DF2, hoWever, is a top-doWn 
semiconductor design approach, and thus has limitations and 
disadvantages associated With it. A designer may, for 
example, ?rst draW a transistor, and then program that 
transistor to respond to parameters that Will cause various 
parts of the design to take on those parameter values. This 
can be a very complex, tedious and error-prone process. For 
example, if the designer desires contacts to ?ll in the 
available active area space While maintaining a certain pitch 
and minimum separation from the active area edge, the 
equations to accomplish this for an arbitrarily siZed active 
area are complex Within DF2. Furthermore, these equations 
are speci?c to the transistor under development. If the 
designer desires to design another parameteriZed object— 
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for example, a ?eld transistor or a contact chain—he or she 
needs to repeat the entire process. 

[0006] Therefore, there is a need for an approach to the 
designing of semiconductors that avoids the pitfalls of 
top-doWn design. The approach should enable a semicon 
ductor designer to avoid having to “start from scratch” When 
designing a neW parameteriZed object. Thus, the approach 
should be more ?exible and easier to use than prior art 
design approaches. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0007] The above-mentioned shortcomings, disadvan 
tages and problems are addressed by the present invention, 
Which Will be understood by reading and studying the 
folloWing speci?cation. One aspect of the invention is a 
computeriZed system that includes a semiconductor struc 
ture and a basic atom. The system also includes a hierarchy 
of abstractions ordered from highest to loWest. Each abstrac 
tion relates a plurality of instances of an immediately loWer 
abstraction; the highest abstraction corresponds to the struc 
ture, and the loWest abstraction corresponds to the basic 
atom. A plurality of sets of parameters also is included 
Within the system, Where each set of parameters corresponds 
to an instance of an abstraction. Changing one of the set of 
parameters for an instance of an abstraction changes at least 
one of the set of parameters for an instance of an immedi 
ately loWer abstraction. Parameters desirably relate to 
attributes of an abstraction. 

[0008] For example, in one embodiment, the hierarchy 
may have six abstractions: atoms, higher-order cells, 
devices, structures, and also circuits and integrated circuit 
chips, ordered from loWest to highest. Each of these abstrac 
tions has an associated set of parameters. Instances of atoms 
are used to create higher-order cells, instances of higher 
order cells are used to create devices, and instances of 
devices are used to create structures. Each instance of an 
abstraction relates together a plurality of instances of an 
immediately loWer-level abstraction. Thus, changing param 
eters associated With an instance of a higher-order cell, for 
example, automatically changes the parameters of the 
instances of atoms related by that higher-order cell. 

[0009] In this manner, once appropriate atoms and higher 
order cells have been designed, devices and structures can be 
designed easily by relating together instances of the atoms 
and higher-order cells. Most importantly, if the speci?ca 
tions governing a given structure need to be changed, a user 
merely has to change the parameters for the structure, Which 
then affects the parameters of the instances of the loWer level 
devices, higher-order cells, and atoms. That is, redesign of 
the structure at the atom, or even at the higher-order cell, 
level is not necessary. This means that semiconductor design 
becomes more intuitive, and enables modi?cation of exist 
ing structures to create neW structures, in a non-tedious and 
non-time-consuming manner. 

[0010] The present invention includes computeriZed sys 
tems, methods, hierarchical data structures, semiconductor 
structures, computer-readable media, basic atom cells, and 
computers of varying scope. In one embodiment of the 
invention, the invention is implemented in conjunction With 
Design FrameWork II (DF2) softWare available from 
Cadence Design Systems, Inc. In addition to the aspects and 
advantages of the present invention described in this sum 
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mary, further aspects and advantages of the invention Will 
become apparent by reference to the drawings and by 
reading the detailed description that follows. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0011] FIGS. 1(a), 1(b), and 1(b) shoW diagrams of a 
representative hierarchy of a semiconductor test structure, 
according to an exemplary embodiment of the invention; 

[0012] FIG. 2 shoWs a ?oWchart of a method according to 
an exemplary embodiment of the invention; 

[0013] FIG. 3 shoWs a diagram of a computer in conjunc 
tion With Which an exemplary embodiment of the invention 
may be implemented; 

[0014] FIG. 4 shoWs a diagram of a semiconductor 
memory in conjunction With Which a semiconductor test 
structure hierarchically designed in accordance With an 
embodiment of the invention may be tested; 

[0015] FIG. 5 shoWs a diagram of the parameters con 
tained Within a basic atom cell, according to one embodi 
ment of the invention amenable to implementation in con 
junction With Design FrameWork II (DF2) softWare 
available from Cadence Systems, Inc.; 

[0016] FIG. 6 shoWs a table of basic atom cells, according 
to one embodiment of the invention; 

[0017] FIG. 7 shoWs a diagram of a master cell for use in 
accordance With one embodiment of the invention; 

[0018] FIG. 8 shoWs a c9i2225678 higher-order cell, 
according to one embodiment of the invention; 

[0019] FIG. 9 shoWs the c9i2225678 cell of FIG. 8 after 
it has been converted into a VanDerPauW resistor, according 
to an embodiment of the invention; 

[0020] FIG. 10 shoWs a table of higher-order cells, 
according to one embodiment of the invention; and, 

[0021] FIG. 11 shoWs a table of devices and structures, 
according to one embodiment of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0022] In the folloWing detailed description of exemplary 
embodiments of the invention, reference is made to the 
accompanying draWings Which form a part hereof, and in 
Which is shoWn by Way of illustration speci?c exemplary 
embodiments in Which the invention may be practiced. 
These embodiments are described in suf?cient detail to 
enable those skilled in the art to practice the invention, and 
it is to be understood that other embodiments may be utiliZed 
and that logical, mechanical, electrical and other changes 
may be made Without departing from the spirit or scope of 
the present invention. The folloWing detailed description is, 
therefore, not to be taken in a limiting sense, and the scope 
of the present invention is de?ned only by the appended 
claims. 

[0023] Those of ordinary skill Within the art Will appre 
ciate that the detailed description is presented in accordance 
With the example of designing a semiconductor test struc 
ture. HoWever, the invention itself is not limited to the 
design of semiconductor test structures. Rather, the inven 
tion may be utiliZed in the design of any semiconductor 
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structure, in a manner identical to that described With respect 
to semiconductor test structures. The example of the semi 
conductor test structure is only presented in the detailed 
description speci?cally as an exemplary structure, to provide 
for clear description of the invention. 

[0024] The detailed description is divided into three sec 
tions. In the ?rst section, an exemplary embodiment of the 
invention is described. In the second section, a speci?c 
embodiment of the invention that may be practiced in 
conjunction With Design FrameWork II (DF2) softWare 
available from Cadence Design Systems, Inc., is presented. 
Finally, in the third section, a conclusion of the detailed 
description is provided. 

Exemplary Embodiment of the Invention 

[0025] A description of an exemplary embodiment of the 
invention is provided in this section of the detailed descrip 
tion. The description is provided in conjunction With refer 
ence to FIGS. 1(a), 1(b), 1(c), 2, 3 and 4. FIGS. 1(a)-1(c) 
shoW diagrams of a representative hierarchy of a semicon 
ductor test structure, according to an exemplary embodi 
ment. FIG. 2 shoWs a ?oWchart of a method according to an 
exemplary embodiment, While FIG. 3 shoWs a diagram of a 
computer in conjunction With Which an exemplary embodi 
ment of the invention may be implemented. Finally, FIG. 4 
shoWs a diagram of a semiconductor memory in conjunction 
With Which a semiconductor test structure hierarchically 
designed in accordance With an embodiment of the invention 
may be tested. 

[0026] Referring ?rst to FIG. 1(a), a diagram of three 
higher-order cells, each de?ned by relating a number of 
instances of basic atom cells, is shoWn. Higher-order cell 
100, de?ning type “1” higher-order cells, is de?ned by 
relating four instances of basic atom cells, atoms 102, 104, 
106 and 108. Atoms 102 and 108 are instances of basic atom 
cells of type “1”; atom 104 is an instance of basic atom cell 
of type “2”; and, atom 106 is an instance of basic atom cell 
of type “3”. The type de?ned by higher order cell 100 (i.e., 
“1”), and the types of atoms 102, 104, 106 and 108 (i.e., “1”, 
“2”, and “3”), are for representative purposes only, and do 
not speci?cally relate to any given type of semiconductor 
component. Thus, the types as used in FIG. 1(a) (and as Will 
be used in FIG. 1(b) and FIG. 1(c) as Well) are for notational 
and descriptive purposes only. 

[0027] Furthermore, each of higher order cell 100, and 
atoms 102, 104, 106 and 108 have a set of parameters related 
to its type. For example, the parameters may be related to 
placement, siZe, etc. (i.e., different attributes of the given 
cell). Desirably, higher order cell 100 has parameters that 
When changed also change the parameters of atoms 102, 
104, 106 and 108 as necessary. Thus, higher order cell 100 
relates atoms 102, 104, 106 and 108 to one another. Chang 
ing a parameter in cell 100 that causes that cell to become 
larger, for example, causes corresponding changes in atoms 
102, 104, 106 and 108 that make up that instance of cell 100. 

[0028] Still referring to FIG. 1(a), tWo other higher-order 
cells are de?ned, cells 110 and 112. Cell 110 is made up of 
atoms 114, 116 and 118. Atoms 114 and 116 are of type “2”, 
and atom 118 is of type “3”; cell 110 itself de?nes type “2” 
for higher-order cells. Similarly, cell 112 is made up of 
atoms 120, 122, 124, 126 and 128, Where atoms 120 and 122 
are of type “2”, atom 124 is of type “3”, and atoms 126, 128 
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and 130 are of type “3”. Cell 112 itself de?nes type “3” for 
high-order cells. As With cell 100 and its constituent atoms, 
cells 110 and 112 and their constituent atoms each has a set 
of parameters related to its type. Desirably, When a param 
eter of either cell 110 or 112 changes, one or more param 
eters of one or more of the associated constituent atoms also 

change. 

[0029] The basic hierarchical structure shoWn in FIG. 1(a) 
is a poWerful tool for the design of semiconductor test 
structures. For example, once higher-order cells 100, 110 
and 112 have been de?ned as is shoWn in FIG. 1(a), they 
may be utiliZed to create more complex devices and struc 
tures, Without forcing the designer to concern him or herself 
over details regarding the individual constituent atoms of the 
higher-order cells. For example, the designer may Wish to 
design a transistor. Atoms 102 and 104 may be the tWo basic 
atoms necessary in such a design; each exists independently 
and has signi?cant programming therein. Cell 100, then, 
may be a higher-level structure, Where parameters from 
atoms 102 and 104 are inherited up to cell 100. A cell called 
tran, for transistor, is then created by placing an instance of 
cell 100 and setting the parameters of cell 100 such that a 
transistor is formed—the cell tran can then be used by 
anyone by setting its parameters. Transistors of different 
siZes and shapes can be created. 

[0030] An additional level of the hierarchical structure 
initially described in FIG. 1(a) is shoWn in FIG. 1(b), Which 
is a diagram of tWo devices, each de?ned by relating a 
number of instances of the higher-order cells that have been 
de?ned in FIG. 1(a). Device 132, de?ning type “1” devices, 
is de?ned by relating three instances of higher-order cells, 
cells 134, 136 and 138. Cells 134 and 138 are instances of 
cells of type “1,” as has been de?ned as cell 100 of FIG. 
1(a); cell 136 is an instance of cells of type “3,” as has been 
de?ned as cell 112 of FIG. 1 (a). As With FIG. 1(a), the type 
de?ned by device 132 is for representative purposes only, 
and does not speci?cally relate to any given type of semi 
conductor component. 

[0031] Each of device 132 and cells 134, 136 and 138 has 
a set of parameters related to its type. Desirably, device 132 
has parameters that When changed also change the param 
eters of cells 134, 136 and 138, Which in turn change the 
parameters of the atoms making up these cells (not shoWn in 
FIG. 1(b)). That is, changing a parameter for device 132 
may change a parameter for cell 136, Which as a type “3” 
higher-order cell has six constituent atoms, as has been 
shoWn in and described in conjunction With FIG. 1(a). Thus, 
the changing of the parameter for cell 136 instigated by 
changing a parameter for device 132 also may change one or 
more parameters of one or more of these six constituent 
atoms. 

[0032] Still referring to FIG. 1(b), one other device is 
de?ned, device 140. Device 140 is made up of tWo instances 
of higher-order cells, cells 142 and 144. Cell 142 is of type 
“2,” as has been de?ned as cell 110 of FIG. 1(a), and cell 
144 is of type “3,” as has been de?ned as cell 112 of FIG. 
1(a). Device 140 itself de?nes type “2” for devices. As With 
device 132 and its constituent higher-order cells, device 140 
and its constituent higher-order cells each has a set of 
parameters related to its type. Desirably, When a parameter 
of device 140 changes, one or more parameters of one or 
more of its constituent cells changes as Well, propagating a 
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change of one or more parameters of one or more of the 
atoms making up these constituent cells. 

[0033] Therefore, the basic hierarchical structure shoWn in 
FIG. 1(a) is expanded by the structure shoWn in FIG. 1(b). 
In FIG. 1(b), tWo devices are de?ned. A designer of a 
semiconductor test structure may therefore utiliZe these 
devices Within the test structure, such that the designer does 
not need to concern him or herself With the actual cells 
making up these devices, or the constituent atoms making up 
the higher-cells. The devices may thus be vieWed as a higher 
abstraction than the higher-order cells, just as the higher 
order cells are a higher abstraction than the basic atom cells. 
Changing the parameter of a device, for instance, may cause 
many changes in the parameters of the basic atom cells. 
Without the invention, there Would be no loWer cells at all; 
all the programming Would be done at the highest level. By 
comparison, under the invention, the designer only needs to 
change the parameter of a device, and if the device and its 
higher-order cells are de?ned correctly, appropriate changes 
are propagated through to and made Within the basic atom 
cells. 

[0034] The hierarchical structure shoWn in FIG. 1(a) and 
extended in FIG. 1(b) may be additionally extended as 
shoWn in FIG. 1(c), Which is a diagram of a semiconductor 
test structure, de?ned by relating three instances of the 
devices that have been de?ned in FIG. 1(b). Semiconductor 
test structure 146 is de?ned by relating tWo instances of 
devices of type “1,” devices 148 and 152, as devices of type 
“1” have been de?ned as device 132 of FIG. 1(b), and one 
instance of devices of type “2,” device 150, as devices of 
type “2” have been de?ned as device 140 of FIG. 1(b). The 
semiconductor test structure of FIG. 1(c) is for representa 
tive purposes only, and does not speci?cally relate to any 
given type of semiconductor structure. 

[0035] Each of structure 146 and devices 148, 150 and 152 
has a set of parameters related to its type. Desirably, struc 
ture 146 has parameters that When changed also change the 
parameters of devices 148, 150 and 152, Which in turn 
change the parameters of the higher-order cells making up 
these devices (not shoWn in FIG. 1(c)), Which in turn change 
the parameters of the atoms making up these cells (also not 
shoWn in FIG. 1(c)). That is, changing a parameter for 
structure 146 may change a parameter for device 150, Which 
as a type “2” device has tWo constituent higher-order cells, 
as has been shoWn in and described in conjunction With 
FIG. 1(b). Further, this change in a parameter for device 150 
may cause a change in one of the parameters of one of the 
tWo constituent higher-order cells, Which may then cause a 
change in one of the parameters of one of the basic atom 
cells of this higher-order cell. 

[0036] Thus, the semiconductor test structure of FIG. 1(c) 
(as based on the structures of FIGS. 1(a) and 1(b)) may be 
vieWed as being represented by a hierarchical data structure 
having four layers of abstraction: a highest layer of abstrac 
tion, the test structure itself; a second highest layer of 
abstraction, the devices making up the test structure; a third 
highest layer of abstraction, the higher-order cells making up 
the devices; and a loWest level of abstraction, the basic atom 
cells making up the higher-order cells. Changing the param 
eters of any one layer of abstraction causes the changing of 
the parameters of an immediately loWer layer of abstraction, 
Which then propagates changes doWn to the loWest level of 



US 2002/0023255 A1 

abstraction. The FIGS. 1(a), 1(b) and 1(c) may also be 
viewed as a computerized system, such that changing one 
aspect (parameter) of the system during the design of a test 
structure causes loWer aspects of the system to automatically 
change. Note that other layers of abstraction can be formed 
on top of the four shoWn in and described in conjunction 
With FIGS. 1(a), 1(b), and 1(c), such as circuits and inte 
grated circuit chips. 

[0037] The hierarchical design of semiconductor test 
structures as has been shoWn in and described in conjunction 
With FIGS. 1(a), 1(b) and 1(c) provides for advantages not 
found in the prior art. By abstracting each layer Within a 
semiconductor test structure, for example, different users 
can be responsible for different parts of the design, Without 
having to be skilled in all aspects of the structure’s design. 
For instance, one designer may be responsible for designing 
a library of basic atom cells, or a single very ?exible basic 
atom cells. Another designer may be responsible for design 
ing a library of higher-order cells based on the basic atom 
cell or cells. Still another designer may be responsible for 
designing devices based on the higher-order cells. A 
designer Who is responsible for designing the structure itself 
can piece together a structure based on the devices and 
higher-order cells that have already been created. Finally, an 
end user may use this structure to create different instances 
thereof by simply changing the parameters of the structure 
in accordance With current speci?cations. This is advanta 
geous, because this user does not have to be skilled in 
manipulation of the basic atom cells, since changing the 
parameters thereof Will be accomplished automatically by 
changing parameters of the structure itself. Another advan 
tage of the invention is that the cell designer can build in 
optimal design characteristics into the cell structure, and be 
guaranteed that those characteristics are retained in a spe 
ci?c instance of the cell placement by a cell user Who may 
not be fully aWare of the optimal design characteristics. In 
this Way, the cells can incorporate and pass on a high level 
of design experience and avoid the possibility of design 
errors caused by inexperienced designers. 

[0038] A hierarchical semiconductor test structure design 
according to an exemplary embodiment of the invention has 
been shoWn and described. Those of ordinary skill Within the 
art Will appreciate that the invention is not limited to the 
speci?c embodiment shoWn in and described in conjunction 
With FIGS. 1(a)-1(c), hoWever. For instance, there may be 
many more higher-order cells than the three de?ned in FIG. 
1(a), each of Which may have many more constituent basic 
atom cells than the number shoWn in FIG. 1(a). For further 
instance, there may be many more devices than the tWo 
de?ned in FIG. 1(b), each of Which also may have many 
more constituent higher-order cells than the number shoWn 
in FIG. 1(b). Finally, the structure shoWn in FIG. 1(c) may 
have many more constituent devices than the number shoWn 
in FIG. 1(c). 

[0039] Referring next to FIG. 2, a ?oWchart of a method 
according to an exemplary embodiment of the invention is 
shoWn. The method may be implemented as a computeriZed 
method executed as a computer program on a suitably 
equipped computer (in particular, executed by a processor of 
the computer from a computer-readable medium of the 
computer, such as a memory). Such a computer program 
may be stored on a computer-readable medium, such as a 
?oppy disk, a compact-disc read-only-memory (CD-ROM), 
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or a memory such as a random-access memory (RAM) or a 
read-only memory (ROM). The invention is not so limited. 
The method may be also be utiliZed to create a semicon 
ductor test structure in accordance With an embodiment of 
the invention. 

[0040] In step 200, a basic atom cell is created. This basic 
cell may be such as those described in conjunction With 
FIG. 1(a). The basic atom cell has at least one parameter that 
affects attributes thereof. The basic atom cell is the loWest 
abstraction Within the hierarchical data structure for the 
semiconductor test structure. 

[0041] In step 202, higher-order cells, such as those of 
FIG. 1(a), are created. Each higher-order cell relates a 
plurality of instances of the basic atom cell. Desirably, 
higher-order cells also have parameters that affect attributes 
thereof. These parameters are such that When one of the 
parameters changes, one or more of the parameters of one or 
more of the plurality of instances of the basic atom cell 
related by the higher-order cell also change. In this Way, the 
higher-order cells are a higher abstraction than the basic 
atom cell, and enable a designer to Work With higher-order 
cells Without having to speci?cally Work With basic atom 
cells. 

[0042] In step 204, devices, such as those of FIG. 1(b), are 
created. Each device relates a plurality of instances of 
higher-order cells. Desirably, devices also have parameters 
that affect attributes thereof. These parameters are also such 
that When one of the parameters changes, one or more of the 
parameters of the one or more of the plurality of instances 
of the higher-order cells also change (and thus instigating 
change to basic atom cells as Well). The devices are a higher 
abstraction than the higher-order cells, permitting a designer 
to Work With devices Without having to speci?cally Work 
With higher-order cells or basic atom cells. 

[0043] Finally, in step 206, a test structure, such as that of 
FIG. 1(c), is created. A test structure relates a plurality of 
instances of devices. Desirably, test structures also have 
parameters that affect attributes thereof. These parameters 
are such that When one of them changes, one or more of the 
parameters of the one or more of the plurality of instances 
of the devices also change (and thus instigating change to 
higher-order cells and basic atom cells as Well). The struc 
tures are the highest abstraction, and permit a designer to 
Work With a test structure Without having to speci?cally 
Work With devices, higher-order cells, or basic atom cells. 

[0044] The method of FIG. 2 thus provides for the design 
of a semiconductor test structure in a hierarchical manner. 
Each of the basic cells of step 200 may be used in a number 
of different higher-order cells, Which may be used in a 
number of different devices, Which may be used in a number 
of different test structures. The hierarchical approach per 
mits specialiZation as Well: a designer may speci?cally only 
be skilled at creating one of the levels of abstraction, saving 
his or her Work in a library such that the designer construct 
ing the next layer of abstraction is able to utiliZe the 
immediately loWer layer Without having particular skill in 
construction of such loWer layers. 

[0045] Referring next to FIG. 3, a diagram of a computer 
in conjunction With Which an exemplary embodiment of the 
invention may be implemented is shoWn. Those of ordinary 
skill Within the art Will recogniZe that the invention is not 
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limited to the computer shown in FIG. 3, however. In one 
embodiment, the computer is running Design Framework II 
(DF2) software, available from Cadence Design Systems, 
Inc., and in conjunction with which an embodiment of the 
invention may be implemented. 

[0046] Computer 310 of FIG. 3 is operatively coupled to 
monitor 312, pointing device 314, and keyboard 316. Com 
puter 310 includes a processor (such as an Intel Pentium 
processor or a reduced instruction set (RISC) processor), 
random-access memory (RAM), read-only memory (ROM), 
and one or more storage devices, such as a hard disk drive, 
a ?oppy disk drive (into which a ?oppy disk can be inserted), 
an optical disk drive, and a tape cartridge drive. The 
memory, hard drives, ?oppy disks, etc., are types of com 
puter-readable media. The invention is not particularly lim 
ited to any type of computer 310. Computer 310 desirably is 
a computer running a version of the UNIX operating system. 
The construction and operation of such computers are well 
known within the art. 

[0047] Furthermore, computer 310 may be communica 
tively connected to a local-area network (LAN), a wide-area 
network (WAN), an Intranet, or the Internet, any particular 
manner by which the invention is not limited to, and which 
is not shown in FIG. 3. Such connectivity is well known 
within the art. In one embodiment, the computer includes a 
modem and corresponding communication drivers to con 
nect to the Internet via what is known in the art as a “dial-up 
connection.” In another embodiment, the computer includes 
an Ethernet or similar hardware card to connect to a local 

area network (LAN) or wide-area network that itself 
is connected to an Intranet or the Internet via what is know 
in the art as a “direct connection” (e.g., T1 line, etc.). 

[0048] Monitor 312 permits the display of information, 
including computer, video and other information, for view 
ing by a user of the computer. The invention is not limited 
to any particular monitor 312, and monitor 312 is one type 
of display device that may be used by the invention. Such 
monitors include cathode ray tube (CRT) displays, as well as 
?at panel displays such as liquid crystal displays (LCD’s). 
Pointing device 314 permits the control of the screen pointer 
provided by the graphical user interface of operating sys 
tems. The invention is not limited to any particular pointing 
device 314. Such pointing devices include mouses, touch 
pads, trackballs, remote controls and point sticks. Finally, 
keyboard 316 permits entry of textual information into 
computer 310, as known within the art, and the invention is 
not limited to any particular type of keyboard. 

[0049] Referring ?nally to FIG. 4, a diagram of a semi 
conductor memory in conjunction with which a semicon 
ductor test structure hierarchically designed in accordance 
with an embodiment of the invention may be tested is 
shown. That is, FIG. 4 shows a semiconductor memory for 
which semiconductor test structures designed in accordance 
with the hierarchical manner of an embodiment of the 
invention may be utiliZed—the reason why semiconductor 
test structures are necessary is to ensure that semiconductor 
circuits such as the memory of FIG. 4 correctly perform 
according to speci?cation. However, as described in the 
beginning of this detailed description, the invention itself is 
not limited to the design of a semiconductor test structure; 
the invention may be used in conjunction with the design of 
any semiconductor structure. The design of a semiconductor 
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test structure is merely an exemplary use, and is used 
speci?cally in the detailed description only as such. 

[0050] FIG. 4 is speci?cally a schematic/block diagram 
illustrating generally an architecture of one embodiment of 
a memory 400 in conjunction with which the present inven 
tion may be utiliZed. In the embodiment of FIG. 4, memory 
400 is a dynamic random access memory (DRAM). How 
ever, the invention can be applied to other semiconductor 
memory devices, such as static random access memories 
(SRAMs), synchronous random access memories or other 
types of memories that include a matrix of selectively 
addressable memory cells. Furthermore, as has been 
described in the beginning of the detailed description, the 
invention can be applied to any type of semiconductor 
device, and is not limited to memory only. 

[0051] Memory 400 includes a memory cell array 405, 
having memory cells therein that include ?oating gate 
transistors. X gate decoder 415 provides a plurality of gate 
control lines for addressing ?oating gate transistors in array 
405. Y source/drain decoder 420 provides a plurality of 
source/drain interconnection lines for accessing source/drain 
regions of the ?oating gate transistors in array 405. Input/ 
output circuitry 425 includes necessary sense ampli?ers and 
input/output (I/O) circuitry for reading, writing, and erasing 
data to and from array 105. In response to address signals 
that are provided on address lines 435 during read, write, and 
erase operations, the operation of decoders 415 and 420 are 
controlled. The address signals are provided by a controller 
such as a microprocessor that is fabricated separately or 
together with memory 400, or otherwise provided by any 
other suitable circuits. 

[0052] The description of an exemplary embodiment of 
the invention has been provided. Speci?cally, in conjunction 
with FIGS. 1(a)-1(c), a description of a hierarchical manner 
by which semiconductor test structures may be designed has 
been presented. In conjunction with FIG. 2, a description of 
a method according to which such structures may be 
designed in accordance with the invention has been pro 
vided. In conjunction with FIG. 3, a description of a 
computer in which embodiments of the invention has been 
presented. Finally, in conjunction with FIG. 4, a description 
of a semiconductor memory that may be the motivation for 
the hierarchical design of semiconductor test structures of 
the invention has also been provided. 

Speci?c Embodiment of the Invention 

[0053] A description of an exemplary embodiment of the 
invention has been described in the previous section of the 
detailed description. In this section of the detailed descrip 
tion, a description of a speci?c embodiment of the invention 
is presented. Speci?cally, the description relates to an 
embodiment of the invention implemented using Design 
Framework II (DF2) software available from Cadence 
Design Systems, Inc. The description is provided in suf? 
cient detail to enable one of ordinary skill in the art to make 
and use an embodiment of the invention utiliZing DF2. 

[0054] Referring ?rst to FIG. 5, a diagram of the param 
eters contained with a basic atom cell, according to one 
embodiment of the invention amenable to implementation in 
conjunction with DF2, is shown. Basic atom cell 500 is 
termed a C1 cell, based upon pcell functionality available 
within DF2. Pcell functionality provides for the taking of an 












