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(57) ABSTRACT 

Adevice to retain screWs during insertion into an object such 
as a bone by use of a screW-driver. The device comprises 
comprising a gripping sleeve the free end of Which has a 
radially expandable portion for receiving the screW and the 
other end of Which has at least one radial bore for movably 
receiving a locking ball. Asafety sleeve is slidingly disposed 
on an outer surface of the gripping sleeve. The safety sleeve 
blocks an expansion of the expandable portion When in a 
position Which is toWard the free end With respect to the 
gripping sleeve and releases the expandable portion When in 
a position Which is toWard the free end With respect to the 
gripping sleeve. A handle is axially movable and hold the 
?rst locking ball in engagement With an annular groove of 
the gripping sleeve. A ?rst spring acts betWeen an inner 
shoulder at the end of the handle portion facing the expand 
able portion and a radial shoulder of the safety sleeve. An 
interlocking mechanism is provided acting betWeen the 
safety sleeve and the gripping sleeve, Which axially secures 
the safety sleeve in a blocking position relative to the 
gripping sleeve. 
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SLEEVE-SHAPED DEVICE TO RETAIN SCREWS 
WHILE THESE ARE TURNED INTO AN OBJECT 
SUCH AS A BONE BY MEANS OF A SCREW 

DRIVER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The invention relates to a sleeve-shaped device to 
retain screws While these are turned into an object, such as 
a bone, by means of a screW-driver. 

[0002] Devices of such a type have been generally known 
as shoWn in US. Pat. Nos. 3,498,351 and 4,763,548. For 
example, such devices make it easier for a surgeon to screW 
in bone screWs or similar screWs under poor handling and 
visual conditions. The expandable portion serves for receiv 
ing the screW, particularly the screW head and, thus, enables 
a screW to be received at a location remote from the object. 
Here, the shank of the screW-driver may already be Within 
the catch or gripping sleeve and its blade or its correspond 
ing engaging end may already have been brought into 
engagement With the screW. The safety sleeve is displaceable 
on the catch or gripping sleeve and serves for locking the 
expandable portion in order that the screW be caught in the 
catch sleeve during the turn-in operation. For this purpose, 
the safety sleeve is slidingly movable betWeen tWo positions 
on the catch sleeve. It takes its blocking positioning When in 
the front position, and alloWs an expansion of the expand 
able portion, When in the rear position. This alloWs the 
device to receive a screW or to be removed from the screW 
Which Was turned in. 

[0003] The safety sleeve usually is biased toWards the 
blocking position by means of a spring. HoWever, if such a 
device is inserted there is a risk of the safety sleeve being 
pushed back against the spring, eg by surrounding soft 
parts, While the device is being inserted into the location at 
Which a screW is intended to be turned in, Which no longer 
guarantees the securing function of the safety sleeve. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0004] Therefore, it is the object of this invention to 
provide a sleeve-shaped device to retain screWs While these 
are turned into an object by means of a screW-driver Wherein 
the safety sleeve maintains it blocking position regardless of 
external forces engaging it. 

[0005] According to the invention, the safety sleeve is 
locked on the catch sleeve, i.e. by means of at least one ball, 
for example mounted on the safety sleeve. The ball engages 
an annular groove in the catch sleeve and is impeded by an 
inner portion of the second handle portion from moving 
outWardly. If the second handle portion is moved relative to 
the safety sleeve or the catch sleeve relative motion initially 
does not take place betWeen the sleeves, i.e. the safety sleeve 
thus cannot be moved into the releasing position from the 
blocking position. Not until the second handle portion 
reaches a relative position in Which the ball may escape into 
a recess Within the second handle portion Which may occur 
While a ?rst spring is compressed betWeen the handle 
portion and a shoulder of the safety sleeve. The ?rst spring 
may move the safety sleeve again With respect to the second 
handle portion toWards a stop into a releasing position. The 
second handle portion initially has moved aWay from the 
safety sleeve during its motion While the ?rst spring is 
compressed. 
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[0006] After the locking mechanism is released the safety 
sleeve is alloWed to folloW by sliding While the ?rst spring 
is released so that the expandable portion noW can receive or 
release a screW. The shank of the screW-driver Which is 
passed through the catch sleeve is located by means of 
another locking ball Which engages an annular groove of the 
shank. Also here, a portion of the second handle portion 
normally prevents the locking ball from moving out. If the 
tWo components are intended to be separated from each 
other the second handle portion is required to move a 
predetermined distance relative to the catch sleeve against 
the force of the further spring until the aforementioned 
locking ball enters a further recess of the second handle 
portion. The distance required to be passed through here is 
larger than the distance Which is needed for a relative motion 
betWeen the second handle portion and the safety sleeve in 
order that this locking ball can be moved into the releasing 
position. 
[0007] It folloWs from the above explanation that the 
safety sleeve, When in the blocking position, is prevented 
from axially moving to the releasing position and, thus, 
cannot be displaced by forces applied from the outside. Such 
forces, for example, Will occur if the assembly is passed 
through a tissue until the screW Which has been received is 
screWed in the desired location, eg into a bone. 

[0008] According to an aspect of the invention, the ?rst 
spring preferably is Weaker than the second spring. Accord 
ing to another aspect of the invention, the second handle 
portion has a sleeve portion and a handling portion Which are 
in an operative communication With each other. For 
example, the sleeve portion may be screWed onto an axial 
collar of the handling portion. 

[0009] According to a further aspect of the invention, the 
second inner shoulder of the second handle portion and the 
radial recess are de?ned by a ring Which is disposed Within 
the second handle portion. For example, the ring may be 
screWed into the sleeve-shaped portion of the second handle 
portion. The described recesses into Which the locking balls 
may escape preferably are formed in a ring shape in the 
interior of the second handle portion. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0010] The invention Will noW be explained in greater 
detail With reference to an embodiment shoWn in a draWing. 

[0011] FIG. 1 shoWs a section through the sleeve-shaped 
device of the present invention With the screW-driver and 
screW being shoWn in phantom. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0012] The preferred retaining device 10 illustrated in 
FIG. 1 has an inner catch sleeve 12 including an expandable 
portion 14 at a ?rst end of the device shoWn in FIG. 1, Which 
portion 14 consists of individual resilient segments 16 Which 
are longitudinally separated in the circumferential direction 
by means of slots 18 that extend in an axially parallel 
relationship. At the ?rst end or free end of the device, the 
segments 16 internally de?ne a recess 20 to receive the head 
of screW 22 shoWn in phantom. A catch sleeve of this type 
is generally knoWn in the prior art. The segments 16 each 
have an external ramp surface 24 Which extends toWards the 
?rst end in a thickened portion 26. 
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[0013] Apreferred safety sleeve 28 Which is shown in its 
blocking position in FIG. 1, slides on the catch sleeve 12. It 
spreads over the thickened portions 26 of portion 14, thus 
preventing the segments 16 from radially expanding out 
Wardly. Thus, a screW 22 Which has been received in recess 
20 is prevented from falling out or coming off. 

[0014] At its opposite second end, adjacent the handle 42, 
the catch sleeve 12 has a radial collar 30 Which holds locking 
balls 34 in opposed bores 32. As can be seen in the draWing 
the locking balls interact With an annular groove 36 of a 
shank 38 of a screW-driver Which is shoWn in phantom but 
not in detail. The shank 38 of the screW-driver is passed 
through the Whole catch sleeve 12 and a blade 40 or the like 
interacts With the head of the screW 22 in order to turn it into 
an object Which is not shoWn, eg a bone. While in the 
preferred embodiment tWo balls 34 are used. One or more 
?rst locking balls 34 may be used. 

[0015] At the second end of catch sleeve 12, a sleeve 
shaped ?rst handle portion 42 is seated With a bore Which is 
coaxial With the bore of the catch sleeve 12. Asecond handle 
portion 44 encircles the sleeves 12 and 28 at the second end 
of the device and engages a portion of the ?rst handle 
portion 42 facing the ?rst end. The handle portion 44 has an 
external sleeve portion 46 Which is conical externally and a 
handle portion 48 With the part of the sleeve portion 46 
toWards the second end being screWed onto an axial collar 
50 of the handle portion 48. Aring 52 is seated in the sleeve 
portion 46 betWeen the collar 50 and an inner shoulder 51 of 
the second handle portion 44. The ring has a radial annular 
recess 54 and a helical spring 58 is disposed betWeen an 
inner radial shoulder 39 of the ring 52 and the radial collar 
30 of the catch sleeve 12. 

[0016] A spring 64 is disposed betWeen a radial collar 60 
and an inner radial shoulder 62 of the sleeve portion 46. In 
the preferred embodiment, it also is a helical spring. The 
radial collar 60 receives at least one second locking ball 41 
located adjacent groove 66 in sleeve 12, Which ball is 
radially movable in an appropriate bore in collar 60 and is 
unable to radially escape outWardly When the parts are in the 
position shoWn in the FIGURE. The second ball acts in 
conjunction With outer annular groove 66 of the catch sleeve 
12. The sleeve portion 46 has an inner annular groove or 
recess 68 into Which the aforementioned second locking ball 
can radially escape if the annular collar 60 is Within the 
recess 68. Upon escape, the second locking ball 41 disen 
gages from sleeve 12. This alloWs sleeve 28 and collar 60, 
Which may be integral thereWith, to move toWards the 
second end under the action of spring 64. 

[0017] The description of hoW the device shoWn functions 
is based on the illustration in the FIGURE in Which the 
expandable portion 14 has received the head of a screW and 
the safety sleeve 28 blocks the expansion of expandable 
portion 14. NoW, a screW can be turned into an object by 
means of the screW-driver Which has been received in the 
device. The mechanism interlocking the tWo sleeves 12, 28 
against movement relative to each other makes it impossible 
for forces applied from the outside to push the safety sleeve 
28 rearWards (toWards the second end) and the expandable 
portion to be expanded. If the device noW is to be separated 
from the screW 22 handle portion 48 is pulled toWards ?rst 
handle portion 42 While the springs 58, 64 are compressed 
Without the safety sleeve 28 abandoning its position relative 

Feb. 21, 2002 

to the catch sleeve 12. This causes the ring 52 to move aWay 
from the radial collar 60, ie for a time until the collar 60 is 
in the recess 68 and the second locking ball 41 can radially 
escape. If this is the case the spring 64 pushes the safety 
sleeve 28 toWards the ring 52 again until it hits against it. As 
a result, the safety sleeve 28 assumes its releasing position 
and since the expandable portion 14 is expanded the device 
may be removed from the head of the screW 22. Usually, the 
handle 44 Will be retracted even farther until the balls 34 
slide into the recess 54 and, thus, enable the entire assembly 
to be displaced on the shank 38 against a step (not shoWn) 
against Which ?rst handle portion 42 strikes in order to 
assume a de?ned position. 

[0018] Although the invention herein has been described 
With reference to particular embodiments, it is to be under 
stood that these embodiments are merely illustrative of the 
principles and applications of the present invention. It is 
therefore to be understood that numerous modi?cations may 
be made to the illustrative embodiments and that other 
arrangements may be devised Without departing from the 
spirit and scope of the present invention as de?ned by the 
appended claims. 

1. An apparatus for retaining screWs during insertion into 
an object such as a bone by use of a screW-driver, compris 
ing: 

a catch sleeve having a free end Which has a radially 
expandable portion for receiving the screW and another 
end having at least one radial bore for movably receiv 
ing a ?rst locking ball Which interacts With an annular 
groove in the shank of a screW-driver; 

a safety sleeve slidingly disposed on the catch sleeve, 
Which blocks an expansion of the expandable portion 
When in a position Which is adjacent to the free end of 
the catch sleeve and releases the expandable portion 
When in a position Which is retracted With respect to the 
catch sleeve; 

a ?rst handle portion connected to the catch sleeve; 

a sleeve-shaped, second handle portion Which encircles 
the catch sleeve and the safety sleeve and is axially 
movable With respect to the ?rst handle portion and 
holds the ?rst locking ball in engagement With the 
annular groove of the screW-driver shank; 

a ?rst spring extending betWeen an inner shoulder at the 
end of the second handle portion facing the expandable 
portion and a radial shoulder of the safety sleeve; 

an interlocking mechanism acting betWeen the safety 
sleeve and the catch sleeve, Which mechanism axially 
secures the safety sleeve in a blocking position relative 
to the catch sleeve and is actuated by the second handle 
portion upon its movement a predetermined distance 
relative to the sleeves. 

2. The screW retaining apparatus according to claim 1, 
further comprising: 

a second locking ball Which is movably mounted in a 
radial bore of a collar on the safety sleeve, said second 
ball interacts With an annular groove of the catch 
sleeve, and is held by the second handle portion in 
engagement With the annular groove of the catch 
sleeve; 
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a second spring located between a radial shoulder of the 
second handle portion and a radial shoulder of the catch 
sleeve; 

an inner radial recess in the second handle portion, Which 
can be entered by the second locking ball if the second 
handle portion is moved a predetermined ?rst distance 
relative to the safety sleeve While the ?rst and second 
springs are compressed, Which causes the ?rst spring to 
urge the safety sleeve into the releasing position; and 

a second inner radial recess in the second handle portion 
Which the ?rst locking ball enters if the second handle 
portion is moved a predetermined second distance 
relative to the safety sleeve and the ?rst handle portion 
When the second spring is compressed, With the second 
distance being longer than the ?rst distance. 

3. The device according to claim 2, Wherein the ?rst 
spring is Weaker than the second spring. 

4. The device according to claim 1, Wherein the ?rst 
spring is Weaker than the second spring. 

5. The device according to claim 1, Wherein the second 
handle portion has a sleeve portion and a handling portion 
Which are in an operative communication. 

6. The device according to claim 1, Wherein the second 
inner shoulder of the second handle portion and the radial 
recess are de?ned by a ring Which is disposed Within the 
second handle portion. 

7. A screW retaining device comprising: 

an inner sleeve extending along a longitudinal axis and 
having a ?rst end for selectively gripping and releasing 
the head of a screW; 

an outer sleeve extending along said axis for sliding 
engagement With an outer surface of said inner sleeve 
moveable toWards and aWay from said ?rst end for 
activating said selective gripping and releasing of the 
screW head; 

a ?rst locking element mounted on said outer sleeve for 
selectively engagement With said inner sleeve to selec 
tively prevent relative movement therebetWeen along 
said axis; 

a handle slidably mounted on said outer sleeve including 
a ?rst inner portion for engaging said locking element 
When at a ?rst position along said axis to maintain said 
locking element in engagement With said inner and 
outer sleeves and having a second inner portion for 
alloWing movement of said locking element for releas 
ing said engagement betWeen said inner and outer 
sleeves When at a second position along said axis. 

8. The screW retaining device as set forth in claim 7 
further including a ?rst spring acting betWeen said handle 
and said outer sleeve. 

9. The screW retaining device as set forth in claim 8 
further including a second locking element mounted on said 
inner sleeve for selective engagement With a shank of a 
screW-driver mounted Within said inner sleeve. 

10. The screW retaining device as set forth in claim 9 
further including a second spring acting betWeen said handle 
and said inner sleeve. 
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11. The screW retaining device as set forth in claim 10 
Wherein said handle has a second inner portion for engaging 
said second locking element at a ?rst position along said axis 
With respect to said inner sleeve for maintaining said second 
locking element in engagement With said inner sleeve and 
said screW shank and releasing said engagement When at a 
second position along said axis With respect to said inner 
sleeve. 

12. The screW retaining system as set forth in claim 11 
Wherein movement of said handle along said axis in a 
direction aWay from said ?rst end releases said ?rst locking 
element before releasing said second locking element. 

13. The screW retaining device as set forth in claim 8 
Wherein movement of said handle along said axis in a 
direction aWay from said ?rst end of said inner sleeve causes 
movement of said handle from said ?rst position to said 
second position releasing said locking element and causing 
said outer sleeve to move relative to said inner sleeve under 
the action of said ?rst spring in a direction aWay from said 
?rst end to selectively release said gripping of said screW by 
said inner sleeve. 

14. The screW retaining device as set forth in claim 13 
further including a second locking element mounted on said 
inner sleeve for selective engagement With a shank of a 
screW-driver mounted Within said inner sleeve. 

15. The screW retaining device as set forth in claim 14 
further including a second spring acting betWeen said handle 
and said inner sleeve. 

16. The screW retaining device as set forth in claim 15 
Wherein said handle has a second inner portion for engaging 
said second locking element at a ?rst position along said axis 
for maintaining said second locking element in engagement 
With said inner sleeve and said screW shank and releasing 
said engagement When at a second position along said axis 
With respect to said inner sleeve. 

17. The screW retaining system as set forth in claim 16 
Wherein movement of said handle along said axis in a 
direction aWay from said ?rst end releases and ?rst locking 
element before releasing said second locking element. 

18. The screW retaining device of claim 7 Wherein said 
handle portion has an inner bore and said outer sleeve has an 
outWardly extending collar slidably received Within said 
inner bore of said handle portion, said ?rst locking element 
mounted in said collar and engaging said inner bore of said 
handle portion at said ?rst axial position and entering a 
recess in said handle portion at said second axial position. 

19. The screW retaining device as set forth in claim 18 
further including a ?rst spring acting betWeen said handle 
and said outer sleeve. 

20. The screW retaining device as set forth in claim 19 
Wherein movement of said handle along said axis in a 
direction aWay from said ?rst end causes relative movement 
of said handle and said collar from said ?rst position to said 
second position releasing said locking element and causing 
said outer sleeve to move relative to said inner sleeve under 
the action of said ?rst spring in a direction aWay from said 
?rst end to selectively release said gripping of said screW by 
said inner sleeve. 


